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designed and built kayaks have been used to 
win more top division Slalom events in Britain 

than any other make. 

This kayak is top in its 
class, consistently being 
used by all members of the 
winning National Bat Polo 
Championship Team. 

The VAMPIRE was designed late in 1972 in preparation for 
the Championships being held at the Crystal Palace canoe 
Exhibition in February of this year. Denstone College kin­ 
dly offered to test the proto-type, and without hesitation 
fitted the complete team with Vampires. From the quar­ 
ter-finals they scored 28 goals without conceding any to 
win the Championship. 

Good allowances given for your fibreglass competition or 
touring kayak (any make) against all new craft purchased. 
Attractive H.P. Terms. 

For details of our full range, including the best in ac­ 
cessories:- HARISHOK BUOYANCY AIDS - OTTERSPORTS 
LIFE JACKETS - ACE CRASH HATS - LENDAL PADDLES - 
write to:- 

0 !!!~~o!t~!I. H!; NG, SUSSEX. Tel:Lancing62431 
Contractors to Ministry of Defence - Education Authorities. 
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TONI PRIJON INTERCEPTOR 
Supreme in white water racing; also taking more 
medals than any other boat in the World Cham­ 
pionships, International, and National races. The 
sole choice of the British, Austrian, and West Ger­ 
man mens white water racing teams. 

- 
KLAUS LETTMANN OLVMP V 
Winner of more world, International and National 
slaloms than any other slalom boat this season. 
The majority choice of the British and West Ger- 
man 1st Divisions. 

Plus complete range rough water, 
touring, sea, and surf kayaks 

SEND FOR OUR COLOUR 
BROCHURE CONTAINING THE 
LEADING SLALOM, 
WHITE WATER and TOURING 
DESIGNS OF EUROPE:- 

Factory: FONTWELL MARINE, 
ARUNDEL, SUSSEX. 

N. Tel: Slindon 396. 
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PADDLES 
TYPE 

£4.62 

S2 and S4 
R 
cw 

K2 and K4 - Slalom 
K40 - Slalom double 

moulded blade £4.62 
- Slalom £7.48 
- L.D. Racing £6.49 
- Canadian £5.83 
- Carriage 55 

JON HYlAND 
42 DIDDINGTON LANE, 
HAMPTON-IN-ARDEN, 
WARWICKSHIRE. 
Tel: 021-772 7146 or 067-55 2241 

See the 

GRANTA 
'TROPHY' 
AS SUPPLIED 
TO THE ITAL/AN 
OLYMPIC SLALOM 
TEAM also 

our 
RANGE 

OF 
TOURING 
KAYAKS 

AT OUR SHOWROOMS 
640 High Road, Finchley, N12 (01-445 9933) 
& Great Whyte, Ramsey, Huntingdon. 
Terms available 

GRANTA RAMSEY, HUNTINGDON, 
BOATS PE17 lHG. ENGLAND. 
LIMIHD Ramsey3777 (STD 04-872) 

VAllEY CANOE PRODUCTS 
PRIVATE ROAD 4, COLWICK ESTATE, 

NOTTINGHAM, ENGLAND. 

Telephone. NOTTINGHAM (0602) 249371 

AS A FOUNDER MEMBER OF THE B.C.M.A., WE PROUDLY OFFER KAYAKS TO 
THE NEW B.C.M.A. STANDARD. THESE STANDARDS ARE THE FIRST SAFETY 
STANDARD FOR KAYAK CONSTRUCTION TO BE INTRODUCED IN THIS COUNTRY * Look for the label 'TO B.CMA. STANDARD' in our. 

~ ~"' ('> ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~«, ~~"'"'«,«,v' ,~ ~0~ ~«,~ ~~Q ~(( 0«, ~t:..,~~ ~0~V 
t:..,0~~t:..,(l ~,~ ~~ v~ «,'b t:..,~t:..,+ ~~~v ~«,t:..,v 
Try our TOTAL ORDER DISCOUNT SYSTEM for building materials from our Mould Hire and Material Division. 

An even bigger range of accessories in our showrooms. 
ANAS ACUTA OWNERS PLEASE NOTE: A new SEA-GOING PADDLE IN A.B.S. 
with small-area blade. Only from V.C.P. 

VALLEY CANOE PRODUCTS MAKE FRIENDS-AND ALSO KAYAKS! 
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THI NORTHIRN 
WILD WATIR CINTRI 
CHRIS. HAWKESWDRTH LTD. 

COMPLETE SERVICE FOR THE W1W CANOEIST 
~ CHRISLID 

Strong, light and 
bright · two sizes 
Price £2·75 
p·p 20p 

TRIDENT 
Competition slalom canoes 

The most manoeuvrable 
slalom kayak available today, 
this original British design 
offers exceptional stability 
and ease of control 

LIFFEY LIFEY 
To ICF and BCU 
requirements. 
Small, med. lge. 
Standard £5·50 
De-lux £6·50 
P·P 20p 

End of Season and Christmas, 1973 SALE. "' w 
Canoe Type Sale 

Price 

HARTUNG Touring Single £39.90 
PUP Junior Single £29.90 
TRIDENT Slalom £45.00 
TRIDENT 2S Slalom . £49.00 
BULLET W.W. Racer £50.00 
SABRE 2 Sprint K.1. £65.00 

All Equipment less 10% off Retail. 

All prices include VAT. 
This Offer is available until December 31st, 1973 only, 
from the North West's leading Canoeing Stockists, 
Pyranha etc. 
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RANGE OF KAYAKS INCLUDES 
Inn, lnn-spezial, and Olympia 

complete at £47·50 

RACING KAYAKS Electron k2 £6.5·00 
Club k4 £140·00 
Espada Youth kl 
kayaks from £34·00 
moulds £70·00 

SEND FOR LITERATURE ENCLOSING STAMP 

THE MILL, GLASSHOUSES, PATELEY 
BRIDGE, HARROGATE, YORKS. HG3 5OH. 
Tel:Pateley Bridge 310 (STD 042-373) 

Hartung 
Viper 
Revolutionary wild water racer 

Pup 
Junior single 

NEW Sabre 
Sprint K1. The latest 
development of this sprint and 
long distance racer, 
introduced for 

1973 

Also available 
the world famous 

5 

Vast range of equipment always 
in stock 
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3 new exciting models from AVONCRAFT 
-Jf "DRAAKEN" Slalom International Kayak. The most 

advanced competition craft, also available for mould 
service 

Touring, Slalom, Racing and White Water 
"TERN" Sea Touring Eskimo. The ultimate in present Kayaks. 
day designs. Developed and tested off the west coast of 
Scotland. MOULD SERVICE 

"APACHE" Canadian Canoe. Superb for family touring, 
expedition work etc. Unique method of rigid light­ 
weight construction. Carrying capacity up to 4 persons. 

-* SEE YOU AT THE BOAT SHOW STAND UE 11 
EARLS COURT 2nd-12th JANUARY 1974 

PLUS: 

Largest Moulds and Kit Service to Schools, 
Colleges and recognised organisations in the 
U.K. These include the very popular "Gnat 
Mk. 4" slalom G.P. kayak. "Mistral" touring 
single. "Supa Bat" bath boat. "Espada" 
etc. 

WETSUITS 
'Suba' Wet Suit Kits and materials in top 
quality smooth and sharkskin Nylon lined 
Neoprene. Sheet size, 10' x 4'. 

PADDLES 
Paddle Kits from £2.25. 
Complete range of Racing Paddles from 
'Lendal': also Slalom paddles. 

TRAILERS 
New Trailers for 6-8-10-16 and 20 canoes. 
Roof Racks and V Bars. 

BUOYANCY AIDS 
A complete range of Buoyancy Aids and 
approved Lifejackets. 

Also all Glassfibre materials 
SEND FOR OUR FULLY 
ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE 

AGENTS FOR PADDLES 
BY: 

, ~ 

£\ t,811/{I BA J,IP 
Burrowfield .. Welwyn Garden-City .. 
Herts. tel:Welwyn Garden 30000 
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in its way, although it does favour the well organised. 
Finally, Mr. Clark states that 'British manufacturers are 

THE SPORT in this country'. He is entitled to his opinion. 

Yours faithfully, 
D. P. H. Tudor-Williams, 
Secretary, National Canoe Exhibition Committee. 

MORE ON THE 
CRYSTAl PAlACE EXHIBITION 
B.C.U. replies to ·comment· article 
Following my article in issue number 7 of 'Canoeing 
Magazine' regarding the Crystal Palace Canoe Exhibition, 
the B.C.U. Exhibition Committee have made a reply to the 
comments with the following letter: 

Dear Sir, 
'Crystal Palace Exhibition - Shock Price increase' 

Mr. Clark writing under the above heading in the latest 
edition of 'Canoeing' mixes fact, opinion and argument in 
the same article. Mr. Clark is, of course, at liberty to do 
so - 'Cansoinq' is his magazine - but he does owe it to 
his readers to give them the correct facts so that they can 
make up their own minds. 

He states that 'Revised prices (are) still a 50-90 per 
cent increase'. This is untrue. The cost of a trade stand at 
the exhibition has been raised from £2.00 per square 
metre to £3.00. (Non-trade exhibitors, clubs, voluntary 
organisations and B.C.U. Specialist Committees pay 
nothing at all.) Furthermore, this is the first increase to the 
trade since 1970. It has to allow for all increases in costs 
to the organisers since then, including the cost of hiring 
the hall, which is not known at present. The profits from 
the exhibition, incidentally, are split 50-50 between the 
B.C.U. and the Sports Council. 

Most manufacturers have found the exhibition a 
valuable shop window and judging by the time one has to 
wait for a new canoe, they are doing well. However, if 
they are not, they need spend no more on a stand than 
last year. They can simply have a smaller stand. The 
choice is theirs. 

The allocation of sites at the exhibition is on a 'first 
come - first served' basis. Mr. Clark considers this 
'disgusting and degrading'. The organisers consider it fair, 

7 

Comment and B.C.M.A. reply 
As editor of 'Canoeing Magazine' I am naturally in 
close contact with most sides of our sport and, as far as 
is possible, the facts presented in the original 'Cenoesport 
Comment' were a true and fair report of what was hap­ 
pening between the B.C.U. Exhibition Committee and the 
canoe manufacturers. The article was based on in­ 
formation supplied from the manufacturers and exhibition 
information sent out by the B.C.U. The above letter was 
passed to the Secretary of the British Canoe Manufac­ 
turers Association, Dick Goodman, and below is his reply: 

Dear Mike, 
Thank you for allowing the opportunity to replvto the let­ 
ter from the B.C.U. Exhibition Committee regarding your 
article about the Crystal Palace fiasco. I will try to confine 
my reply to issues raised in the letter as the main points 
of contention were adequately covered in your article. 

Firstly the facts: Here quoted are the actual figures 
from the B.C.U, notices to Valley Canoe Products Ltd. 
(These are to hand and are easily verified.) At the 1973 
Crystal Palace Exhibition, V.C.P. were charged £80.00 for 
stand space. For the 1974 Exhibition, the B.C.U. were 
asking £300.00 for exactly the same space! An increase 
of 275 per cent! Following the meeting between 
representatives of the Exhibition Committee and the 
British Canoe Manufacturers Association, revised prices 
were issued and this same stand was then reduced to 
£150.00. Still an increase of 88 per cent! One is splitting 
hairs if this is NOT 90 per cent as stated in your article. 

Secondly, the Secretary is of the opinion that the 
manufacturers find the exhibition valuable and that they 
are all 'doing well'. If this is so, why is it that, as far as I 
am aware, NOT A SINGLE CANOE MANUFACTURER CAN 
AFFORD TO ATTEND THE 1974 EXHIBITION. 

With regard to. the allocation of space on a 'first 
come - first served' basis, the ridiculous situations 
quoted in your article prove the point adequately. 
Although 'the organisers consider it fair', I know of no 
other exhibition where space cannot be booked by 'phone 
or letter, and the subsequent payment of a booking fee. 
To give absolutely no priority to the firms who have sup­ 
ported the Exhibition for many years, does not strike me 
as being particularly fair! 

Perhaps it should be pointed out that the B.C.M.A. first 
approached the B.C.U. after it became apparent that very 
few firms were interested in the Exhibition at the prices 
asked. The Association at that time had only six Members 
(although since increased to nine) and yet a total of thirty­ 
nine firms asked the Association to speak on their behalf 
in an attempt to persuade the B.C.U. to be a little more 
realistic. In fact, the B.C.M.A. agreed to sort out the stand 
space available and, after lengthy negotiations with all 
potential exhibitors, the Association presented the B.C.U. 
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Exhibition Committee with a list of every interested 
exhibitor and his preferred stand space and position. This 
list formed the basis of the revised prices that were 
issued but which appear to be still not acceptable to the 
vast majority of the 'trade'. 

It is most regrettable that this state of affairs has arisen 
and one can only hope that an agreeable solution can be 
found in the future. Unfortunately, it would appear that it 
is already too late to do anything to 'save' the 1974 
Exhibition as far as the 'Trade Stands' are concerned. 

Yours sincerely, 
R. H. Goodman, 
Secretary, British Canoe Manufacturers Association. 

B.C.M.A. ANNUAl MEETING 
Manufacturers reaffirm position 
At the Annual General Meeting of the British Canoe 
Manufacturers Association, held in South London on 19th 
November, the nine major manufacturers forming the 
Association reaffirmed their position regarding the 1974 
Crystal Palace Exhibition. No matter what prices are now 
asked for stand space, the firms of Avoncraft, The Canoe 
Centre Ltd., Gaybo Ltd., Jaycee Glass fibre Products, P.&H. 
Fibreglass Products, Streamlyte Mouldings Ltd., Topcraft 
Ltd., Tyne Canoes Ltd., and Valley Canoe Products Ltd., will 
not be exhibiting. 

For 1975, the British Canoe Manufacturers Association 
is now looking into the possibility of organising their own 
'Canoe Trade Exhibition' and which would of course be 
open to all firms involved in the manufacture of canoes, 
kayaks, and accessories. 

POSTER BAN 
Of concern to sprint event organisers, there is a 
note from the National Watersports Centre, Holme 
Pierrepont, that it is not permitted - under planning bye 
laws - to place event advertisement posters in public 
areas such as bus shelters, tree trunks, telegraph poles, 
and walls, etc. For the future, the National Water Sports 
Centre is hoping to obtain permission for the erection of 
two advertisement hoardings, for use by event 
organisers, which would be located on the main Radcliffe 
road near the junction with the Centre service road. 

GRANDTUllY · NUISANCE CANOEISTS 
Once again our slalom paddlers are under fire from 
riparian owners - this time for mis-use of water at Grand­ 
tully. The position of the rough water canoeist in Britain is 
very precarious with regard to access of suitable slalom 
sites. Surely now every slalomist and down river com­ 
petitor must know what problems exist for organisers of 
events? To mis-use sites - such as pointed out in the 
below letter - is putting the future of British rough water 
competition in grave jeopardy. If canoeists just cannot 
understand the instructions on entry forms restricting 
them to canoeing ONLY on the actual slalom site, then it 
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is up to the B.C.U. Slalom Committee to see that such 
paddlers are given severe penalties by banning the of­ 
fenders from competitions for a minimum of six months 
or even greater periods. 

Grandtully is one of the best slalom sites in the country 
and we just cannot afford to lose this through the mis­ 
use by a few un-caring or selfish competitors ... 

Below is printed a letter addressed to Mr. A W. Man­ 
well of the Aberdeen University. 

Dear Mr. Manwell, 
Canoe Slaloms - Grandtully 1973 
British Open Championships - 25th I 27th August. 
I regret to inform you that I have been approached by the 
Fishing Tenant regarding nuisance caused to his fishing 
parties by canoeists taking part in the recent event at 
Grandtully. It is clear from the information I have received 
that canoeists have not restricted themselves to the 
stretch of water near Grandtully Bridge but have been 
canoeing in the pools upstream, while fishing has been 
taking place. 

We are quite happy to allow the Slalom events 
provided the canoeists stay in the area of the white 
water, in the area above and just below the bridge, and 
we are also quite happy about properly organised parties 
who are canoeing down river and simply pass through 
the pools one at a time without causing a disturbance. 
The trouble is caused by canoeists who are practising 
while they are waiting for their turn on the Slalom Course, 
and I hope that you will draw the attention of your mem­ 
bers to this problem. 

We would be very unhappy to have to withdraw per­ 
mission to hold events at Grandtully which have proved 
so successful over the last few years. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. Davidson for A. W. Barbour, 
Estate Factor, 
Grandtully Estate. 

The Grandtul/y Slalom Course. 

8 
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SOfflEWHERE ID WALES 
The weekend of 3rd/4th November saw some 20 of our top rough water 
kayakists and canoeists trying out the spectacular water of a small Welsh 
river. 
With the standard of our slalomists and down river men going ever higher, 

the present slalom and down river sites in Britain are fast becoming far too 
easy and of course, on many, the water just cannot be guaranteed. The two 
best sites of Uangollen and Grandtully are adequate, but it is only in high 
water that the top boys are really tested. And as we have seen, for slalom 
Uangollen is rarely high. Thus the search was on for a new site. The 
requirements were that the water should be better than Llangollen or 
Grandtully, a water level that could be guaranteed, easy access for 
vehicles, and water access as regards land owners and fishermen. Just 
where do you find an ideal site as this in Britain? Well, with all the hard work 
of negotiation with water board and land owners done by Martin Bosher of 
The Canoe Centre, such a course has been found. Not only is there a 
possible slalom site, which in the opinion of Ken Langford could well be of 
World Championship standard, but also some five miles of almost con­ 
tinuous wild water that will certainly produce the finest down river course 
in Britain. Even better - the water is guaranteed and can be adjusted to 
whatever level is required! 
Just where the site is, we are not permitted to divulge until firm 

agreements have been made as to use of the "'(ater. It is hoped that the site 
will be used exclusively for competition to the exclusion of all touring pad­ 
dlers or those out for a quick weekend run on rough water. One thing that 
will almost certainly ensure this is that the river offers little sport without 
the water being 'turned-on'. As can be seen from the photographs here, 
when the water is high, there is great sport ... 

Photos: Canoeing Magazine - somewhere in Wales ... 
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HlllN WOODHOUSE. Canoesport Miss. 
2nd in Miss Sportswor/d 
On 10th November, our cover girl Helen 
Woodhouse of the Richmond Canoe Club, 
gained the second place in the 'Miss 
Sportsworld contest. 

Organised by the "Sp ort swortd' 
magazine, the competition was 'to show 
that sportsgirls did not deserve the 
reputation of being hairy-legged Amazons 
with muscles coming out of their ears'. 
From the original entries sent to the 
'Sportsworld magazine, six finalists were 
chosen: our canoe girl Helen Woodhouse; 
Paula Harris, an art student from 
lsleworth; Shirley Biggs, voted Great 
Britain Junior Athlete of the year in 1968 
and from Croydon; Wendy Phillips from 
Belfast, and holder of the all-Ireland native 
high jump record; Susan Oldall, pen­ 
tathlete enthusiast from Woking; and 
Marion Russell, a runner from South Lon­ 
don. 
11 

The final was held at Silks Discotheque 
in London and judges included Racheal 
Heyhoe-Flint, David Bedford, Barry Biggs, 
Dickie Davis, and Richard Meade. The first 
prize of a trip to the Commonwealth 
Games in Christchurch, New Zealand, next 
month, and the title 'Miss Sportsworld 
went to Paula Harris. Helen Woodhouse, 
women's National Champion in sprint 
racing for K1, K2, and K4, was runner-up 
and wins a trip to Sweden for two by Tor 
Line in one of its luxury cruise ships. All 
the six finalists won £25 worth of sporting 
equipment, plus other items. 

Canoesport career 
Helen, who is at present attending 

teachers training college in London, star­ 
ted with canoesport in 1968 while still at 
St. Michael's Convent Grammar School, 
taking basic training on the Welsh Harp 
Youth Sailing Base run by the Brent Coun- 

cil. However, she soon progressed to the 
Richmond Canoe Club and in 1969 was 
sponsored by 'Canoeing Magazine' to 
compete at the Zaanregatta in Holland 
where she took 2nd place in the 2000m K1 
and 3rd in the K1 500m Aspirant Class. In 
1971 Helen gained 1st place in the 
Women's Junior K1 500m at the In­ 
ternational Holstebro Regatta, Denmark, 
and the same year took 8th place in the K1 
event at the Junior World Championships. 
In 1972 she was selected for the British 
Olympic Sprint Team to compete in 
Munich. Here she competed the Womens 
K2 event with Pam Renshaw, the pair 
gaining through to 6th place in the semi­ 
final. 

Helen still has many years of in­ 
ternational canoesport ahead of her, and, 
although she only managed to gain 
second place in the 'Miss Sportsworld 
competition, in the British canoeing world 
she is without doubt 'a first place every 
time' ... ! 
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1. A confident Helen at the Richmond Sprint Regatta. 
2. Early days - instruction on sprint techniques at Bisham Abbey. 
3. First race for Helen at the Welsh Harp Regatta. 
4. Long Distance - Helen racing the Thames L-D event. 
5. Photo call - one of a series taken for the Miss Sportsworld 

competition. Photos: Canoeing Magazine. 
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International Boat Shaw 1974 
The International Boat Show opens on 2nd January at 
Earls Court, bringing the heartland of the beautiful Bahamas to 
wintry London. This will be the exotic back-drop of the 
exhibition. More than 400 British firms will be exhibiting, plus 
companies from some 17 other countries. 

In the past years few of the major British canoe/kayak 
manufacturers have exhibited, only the firms of Ottersports and 
Tyne Canoes being regular participants. However, for the first 
time, this year's International Boat Show looks like having a fully 
representative display of canoesport craft. With the back-out of 
major firms from the Crystal Palace Exhibition, the alternative 
has become the Earls Court Exhibition. 

WHERE TO FIND THE CANOE EXHIBITORS: 

Stand UE11 - AVONCRAFT 
Stand WH27 - CANOEING MAGAZINE 
Stand WH28 - JAYCEE GLASSFIBRE PRODUCTS 
Stand US7 - OTTERSPORTS LTD. 
Stand WH13- P. & H. FIBREGLASS PRODUCTS 
Stand WH1 - STRAND GLASS COMPANY 
Stand UNS -TYNE CANOES LTD. 

These manufacturers will be exhibiting many new craft and 
accessories; Ottersports have a new range of glassfibre touring 
kayaks and a kit offer, plus a wide range of ABS paddles and the 
first ever sandwich injection moulded paddle using the ICI 
patented system. Also here will be a new Jofa Crash Helmet and 
life jacket covering designed especially for the sea canoeist. 
From Tyne Canoes comes further development of their Con­ 
corde Slalom kayak and will also have many of their range of 
glassfibre touring kayaks. Avoncraft will be exhibiting their 
range of touring and competition kayaks, many of which are 
available on their mould hire service, and again a range of ac­ 
cessories. P. & H. Fibreglass Products and Jaycee Glassfibre 
Products will both be showing touring and rough water craft. 
The former will have a new surf kayak, while from the latter 
comes a new slalom kayak and down river racer. Strand Glass 
Company, the main exhibitor in the Warwick Hall complex (also 
here P. & H. Fibreglass, Jaycee Glassfibre, and Canoeing 
Magazine). will have their total range of kayak moulds from the 
slalom single, touring single and double, to the B.C.U. Espada 
Youth K1. Canoeing Press, apart from selling Canoeing Magazine 
of course, will have a wide range of canoesport photographs 
and many of the canoesport books and publications on sale, as 
well as running a Canoeing Information Service. 

Canoeing Magazine December 1973 

New year opening 
The International Boat Show opens at Earls Court in London 

on 2nd January and is daily from 10.00 am to 9.30 pm until 12th 
January. With new craft, kits, moulds, and a host of canoeing 
accessories, this year's Boat Show looks like being a real 
bonanza for the canoeist. If you're looking for a new kayak or 
accessory, why not come along, and even if you're not, why not 
come along for a browse and chat for surely you will find many 
canoeing friends there. .. 
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NEW STANDARDS SET FOR 
CANOE MANUFACTURE 
Six leading canoe manufacturers met 
early in 1973 to discuss the possibility of 
forming a trade association. The outcome 
of the meeting was the formation of the 
British Canoe Manufacturers Association, 
whose membership has already risen to 
nine companies. 
The primary objective of the association 

was to promote and maintain high stan­ 
dards of canoe manufacture with par­ 
ticular regard to safety, construction and 
craftsmanship. 

It was decided that there was a need 
for a basic set of standards that could be 
applied to canoes built by members of the 
association, so that the general public 
could be assured of quality. 

It was discovered that the British Stan­ 
dards Institute was also thinking on these 
lines, and founder members of the 
B.C.M.A. were invited to sit on the B.S.I. 
committee dealing with the safety of 
canoe construction. 

BCMA. BS/. RoSPA. & BCU 
The B.C.M.A. and the B.S.I. together 

with members of ROSPA and the B.C.U. by 
correspondence and committee have 
thrashed out a set of standards that form 
the first realistic attempt in this country to 
define a safe standard of construction for 
glass-fibre canoes. 

Problems were encountered particularly 
where the strength properties of the hull, 
deck and cockpit of the canoe needed to 
be defined. While the experts could give 
general requirements in terms of strength, 
from case-histories of canoe usage, it 
was discovered that very little was known 
in detail about the destructive forces 
created when canoes were in collision 
with rocks on rapid rivers or surfing 
beaches. Even where case history details 
of accidents were available, there were no 
standard laboratory procedures that 
could be applied to canoes so that ob­ 
jective tests of strength could be related 
to real-life situations. 
To cope with this problem of ob­ 

jectivity, the B.S.I. are devising a 
programme of tests specifically to 
measure forces produced within the 
canoe under accident conditions, and to 
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relate these to damage caused to the 
canoe and more importantly its occupant. 

Unfortunately, to devise and execute 
tests of this complexity is time con­ 
suming. However, it was felt that while it 
would be wrong for the B.S.I. to produce 
more than a draft standard before their 
tests were complete, there was a real 
need for a safety standard to be available 
as soon as possible. 

BCMA go ahead alone 
The British Canoe Manufacturers 

Association are therefore implementing 
their standards at once, and at their first 
annual general meeting, held on the 19th 
November '73, these standards, revised in 
the light of the B.S.I. draft, were 
unanimously approved by its members. 
What does all this activity mean in 

relation to the canoeist and the general 
public? What happens when a top com­ 
petitor wishes to have a canoe built to his 
own lightweight standard, knowing that 
this boat is suitable for top competition 
only? Do standards for open cockpit 
canoes like the original Red Indian Birch­ 
bark, need to be the same as those for a 
closed cockpit slalom canoe based on the 
Greenland Eskimo Kayak? How will the 
public know that his boat is of a standard 
approved by the B.C.M.A.? 

BCMA standards 
The B.C.M.A. have decided to proceed as 
follows: 

1 ). The 8.C.M.A. 'Standards of Con­ 
struction and Safety' shall be binding on 
all its members. 
2). To cope with differences in design bet­ 
ween close-cockpit and open cockpit 
canoes, different rules shall apply to the 
two types. 
3). Baths Training Canoes and 'Fun' 
canoes are excluded from the standards as 
are kits and part-finished canoes that are 
finished by the customer himself. 
4). Should a customer specify a type of 
construction that is not in keeping with 
the Association's standard, the customer's 
delivery note, invoice, and canoe shall be 
marked to this effect. 

5). From 4 above. Every canoe built by 
members of the 8.C.MA. shall carry a 
manufacturer's label inside, stating that 
the boat is EITHER: TO B.C.M.A. STAN­ 
DARD. OR: TO CUSTOMER SPECIFICATION. 
6). To ensure the highest standards are 
maintained, the 8.C.MA. have appointed 
an Investigation Committee which will 
report to the 8.C.MA. on any case where 
individual manufacturers in the 
association appear to have fallen below 
the required standard. 

Thus the B.C.M.A. is able to offer 
canoeists a set of standards that will im­ 
mediately form a basis for quality canoe 
construction throughout the country, and 
indeed in many other parts of the world 
too. Also, as they are so closely linked 
with the impending B.S.I. standard, they 
can be easily modified as soon as the full 
testing programme, envisaged by the 
B.S.I. is successfully developed. 
The B.C.M.A. is a young association, 

and has all the vigour of youth. In just a 
few months is has produced a document 
of vital interest to the canoeist, and in­ 
deed to all those interested in the safety 
aspect of sport. Its emblem is symbolic of 
the two basic designs from which all 
canoes have been developed - Eskimo 
Kayaks and Red Indian Canoes - reflected 
in the water that is their element. 
Apart from the guarantee of quality that 

this badge implies, what specific points 
are covered by the label 'TO 8.C.MA. 
STANDARD'? What does the safety­ 
conscious canoeists get? The details are 
too numerous to list here, but the main 
points of the standard for closed-cockpit 
canoes are: 

Construction 
1. Resins and glassfibre to marine stan­ 
dards. 
2. Special emphasis on smooth interior 
surfaces to prevent abrasion to a canoeist 
abandoning his craft. 

Safety 
1. Canoe buoyancy of 25kg. and also suf­ 
ficient to float a canoe horizontally even 
with a 12.5 kg. weight placed at either end 
of a swamped canoe. 
2. Footrests must be of either the Fail­ 
safe or the Platform type and able to 
withstand a force of at least 150 kgs. 
3. All spraydecks to have release beck ets, 
but in dire emergengy, the spraydeck 
must release the occupant without 
recourse to the becket. 
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These are the salient features of the 
first safety standard for glass-fibre 
canoes, published, and put into practice in 
Great Britain. Luckily, the number of fatal 
accidents to canoeists in this country is 
very small indeed. However one type of 
accident that has claimed at least two vic­ 
tims, and endangered the lives of several 

others can now be eliminated by the 
adoption of the B.C.M.A's standards. On 
the other hand, let us not forget that it is 
the lack of correct instruction both in 
canoeing techniques and safety 
procedures that cause the vast majority 
of canoeing accidents. 

The British Canoe Union has a well- 

developed coaching scheme, the British 
Canoe Manufacturers Association now 
has its standards of safe construction. It is 
to be hoped that both their efforts will 
further the sport of canoeing and make 
what is essentially a safe sport even safer. 

EWS 
Breakthrough in the detection 
of anabolic steroids 
A major breakthrough in the detection 
of anabolic steroids, the body-building 
drugs used by many of the world's 
leading sportsmen, has been made by a 
British research team grant-aided by the 
Sports Council. 

Dr. Roger Bannister, Chairman of the 
Sports Council, announced in October that 
a research group at St. Thornas's Hospital 
Medical School in London, led by 
Professor Raymond Brooks, have 
developed tests for screening blood and 
urine capable of detecting the use of 
anabolic steroids by sports competitors. 
Their success, after three years of 
research, could have considerable effect 
on the Olympic Games and on many 
sports in which there has been 
widespread use of anabolic steroids to 
boost physical size and strength in order 
to 'improve performance. The Sports 
Council is informing the International 
Olympic Committee, international 
federations and national governing bodies 
of sport, with whom the responsibility 
now lies to devise appropriate measures. 
Professor Brooks has agreed to supply 
details of his research to such bodies. 

Dr. Bannister said: "Although drug­ 
taking is forbidden by the /DC and all 
sports governing bodies throughout the 
world, there has been no method of detec­ 
ting anabolic steroids until now. Sports 
governing bodies themselves pressed for a 
method of testing to eliminate this abuse. 
"I hope the IOC and other sports 

authorities will accept this new technique 
and go on to introduce whatever further 
checks will effectively rid sport worldwide 
of the evils of drug abuse. I am only sorry 
that it should be necessary to mount such 
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an expensive controlling operation". 
"Dr. Bannister added: 'Sports com 

petitors who take steroids are not only 
cheating, they may be risking serious 
damage to their health. There is evidence 
that steroids taken in large doses can 
cause liver damage and a reduction in fer­ 
tility" 
Although it cannot be proved, it is 

generally accepted that the use of 
anabolic steroids has been widespread in 
sport for more than a decade, especially in 
sports where the chances of success are 
directly related to the physical size and 
strength of the athlete. It is claimed that 
anabolic steroids - known to athletes as 
the 'bulk bomb' - are taken by many 
leading competitors in weightlifting and 
track and field events like sprinting and 
hurdling. 
The use of anabolic steroids, which are 

taken orally or intramuscularly by sport­ 
smen in training, is believed to have been a 
factor in raising performances in many 
Olympic and world championship sports 
to the point that in some events com­ 
petitors not using steroids stood little 
chance of winning. 

Dr. Bannister said: "Successful testing 
and elimination of anabolic steroids may, 
of course, mean that many records set up 
during the steroid era might not be sur­ 
passed for years to come". 

The detection method developed by the 
research group is based on a technique 
known as radioimmunoassay. It is capable 
of detecting one hundred thousandth part 
of a millionth of a gram of steriod, yet it is 
simple enough for one operator to 
measure about 100 samples in three days. 

Grand Canyon - 
more regulations 
The demand for permits to run the 
Colorado River, both by commercial com­ 
panies and private groups has reached a 
critical point. New regulations, introduced 
early in this year and to take effect over 
the next few years, that it is hoped will 
save the wilderness of Grand Canyon and 
cut back the number of persons running 
the river to the level of 1969, put a limit on 
the number of persons in groups both 
commercial and private. During this 
autumn the Grand Canyon Parks Service 
has been overwhelmed by the number of 
applications for private parties to run 
during the coming year and, instead of 
turning down many requests has now cut 
back further the maximum number of per­ 
sons in a group. The maximum of 30 per­ 
sons per private group, is now reduced to 
25 persons. 

It seems a pity that the Parks Service 
does not cut back the larger commercial 
groups who do more damage to the en­ 
vironment and retain the small maximum 
of 30 in private parties. These private par­ 
ties are, in the majority of cases, far more 
aware of the conservation problems of 
the Canyon than the 'all-and-sundry' who 
run with the commercial companies and 
treat their eight or ten day wilderness ex­ 
perience with little more interest than a 
two week holiday on the beaches of the 
Pacific. 

Other restrictions 
Other restrictions being introduced to 

the area will ban all private vehicles from 
an eight mile stretch of the Canyon rim. 
The Parks Service will now run free 
double-deck buses on the route and free 
mini-buses to other parts of the Park in an 
effort to reduce the growing air pollution 
and avoid the massive traffic jams caused 
around sun-set - the most spectacular 
time to see Grand Carrvon from the rim. 
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Kano-Club 
Grevenbroich 
visited by 
A.D.L. Smith-Hilliard 

Kanu-Club Grevenbroich must 
surely be a home, if not the home, of 
C-boat paddling in Germany. As 
seems to be common in Germany 
there is an excellent Club-house, here 
built onto the comprehensive Sports 
Complex at this fresh, attractive small 
town some 20 miles South West of 
Dusseldorf, its more modern com­ 
mercial and shopping areas grafted 
admirably onto its older Schloss 
(castle) and courtyard area. 

The Club faces a fast flowing canal 
spur running from the River Erft which 
flows through the town with a 
shaded walk not unlike the Sherwell 
at Oxford and eventually flows into 
the Rhine at Dusseldorf-Neuss, for­ 
ming the site of the Silberschild race 
in the Spring and the weir slalom in 
the Summer, on its lower reaches. 

The canal and river section ad­ 
joining the Canoe Club has no less 
than 41 permanent slalom practice 
gates. The Club building houses some 
75 boats, mainly C-boats of all types 
ranging through slalom and river race 
boats to long traditional open boats 
for family river touring and the two 
Volkswagon mini-buses for Club tran­ 
sport. The building also houses large 
shower rooms and a general en­ 
tertainment room on the ground floor, 
with a more elegant entertainment 
room and secretary-coach's offices 

on the upper floor. 
All age groups of paddlers use 

these facilities, whether they be 
young top competitive paddlers 
training hard on the practice gates or 
fathers introducing their very young 
children to the front end of a slalom 
C-2, before ending the day in the 
friendly well appointed bar. 

Youngsters are welcome and we 
saw them arrive after school finished 
to be first happily organised by the 
Club coach into clearing up the boats 
and the transporters and the Club 
premises following the weekend 
competition outing by the slalom sec­ 
tion, followed by them taking to the 
water themselves. Indeed as far as I 
could see it would be quite possible 
for a youngster to come across from 
the Sports Complex (including a gym­ 
nasium, swimming pool, running 
tracks and jumping pits, football pit­ 
ches and tennis courts) and join a 
covey of young paddlers watching 
and copying or being instructed by 
any of the handful of top C-boat pad­ 
dlers who live in the area and tend to 
work shifts so as to have some hours 
free each day to visit the 'club for 
athletics and paddling practice. 

No wonder the Germans have such 
sporting strength in depth. I need not 
start pointing the differences from the 
position in Britain! ! 

Views around the Kanu-Club Grevenbroich, plus Reinhold Kauder coaching Max Smith-Hilliard. 
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I the YOUNG ones I . 
Jane Blackford is one of the few 'very young' ones to have a kayak designed to suit her 
size. When she gets into it there is the same sensation that a grown person gets when get­ 
ting into a full size kayak. 

Her first experience of canoeing by herself was in the rock pools around Croyde in 
North Devon, but from these she soon graduated onto the edge of the surf with 'Daddy' 
holding the end of the bow line. She really did enjoy splashing over the incoming waves, 
but was a little less than happy when, running in on a wave, the Anas Acuta Mini Chick 
broached and capsized! However, she has since spent many happy hours under watchful 
eye and controlled conditions. 
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story and photographs by 
mike clark part 2 

Badger Creek - the first rapid on the Colorado run •.. 
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Lees Ferry 
While everyone worked, there was 

time for me to talk with my friend Dick 
Held before he had to rush off. I had 
arranged for us to begin the trip with a 
tour and hike in Zion Park, with the 
party tentatively arranged at Dick's 
weekend cabin there. However, with 
the delay in our flight plans, this had to 
be cancelled, but it turned out for the 
better because the Virgen Narrows we 
had planned to hike, were still washed 
out from the late winter snows. 

Rafts take shape 
Our trucks were empty within a 

couple of hours and the rafts took 
shape; first the J-rigs and then the 10- 
mans. The J-rigs were 22-feet long and 
formed from two great pontoons with 
upturned snouts and a cow-catcher to 
hold them together. Art had designed 
and built a framework to fit the pon­ 
toons and into this was placed boxes 
for food and equipment. The two J-rigs 
held the bulk of the food and even had 
one of the rear boxes lined with. 3- 
inches of polystyrene to form an ice 
box to preserve our fresh food. The 
sides were packed with ice which, af­ 
ter 17 days in the Canyon, we were sur­ 
prised to discover still existed! This 
home-made ice box really did work 
well. 

The 10-mans were only 15-feet long, 
so only carried our pre-packed lun­ 
ches in large arno-cans. The boats 
looked so small against all the other 
great commercial rafts in stages of 
rigging at Lees Ferry. Certainly we 
were going to have an exciting run, 
whether paddler or passenger. Most of 
the other rigs were 37-feet; one ac­ 
tually used similar pontoons to our J­ 
rings as small out-riggers to the main 
pontoon! 
Our rafts, as most rafts used on the 

Colorado, were of World War II vin­ 
tage. Art had picked up the J-rigs in 
Hawaii a couple of weeks previous; the 
10-mans were found at a film studio in 
Hollywood and had been used in the 
film 'The Russians Are Coming!' These 
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still had Russian markings on them, to 
the amusement of our fellow party 
members. Leon, however, had since 
renamed his 'Mary B.' after our swam­ 
per. 
As the members helped with the 

work of rigging the rafts and our girls 
began the job of sorting and packing 
the food into the raft boxes, I busied 
myself with odd jobs and taking a few 
photographs of the preparations. 

Another old friend 
Too soon Dick Held had to leave, but 

yet another old friend arrived at Lees 
Ferry. A voice loaded with a deep 
Texan accent suddenly came from 
behind me. 'Hi, yeh Mike.' It could only 
be Jim Hall, the boatman from our trip 
of 1971 when Hatch Expeditions sup­ 
plied the support rafts. Indeed, it was 
Jim, and Art and myself chatted away 
about the previous trip. But, alas, all 
three of us had work to do, which cut 
our talking short. Maybe there would 
be a chance to join up one evening 
down river as Jim was moving out with 
a group about the same time as us in 
the morning. 
As the afternoon wore on our work 

diminished; by early evening we were 
as ready as we were ever going to be 
for the trip. Now there was time to 
make a trip to the Lees Ferry store for a 
long, long drink of 'slush'. This is 
flavoured soft ice and most refreshing 
in such temperatures and after all the 
hard work. 

With the sun disappearing behind 
the high cliffs, most of the members 
piled into the Hertz to camp above 
Lees Ferry for the night. A few made 
the shuttle to Grand Canyon Cavern 
Motel to park the trucks near our pull­ 
out of Diamond Creek, their reward for 
another long drive being the following 
mornings flight back to Lees Ferry 
taking them right over Grand Canyon. 

Away from the river the air was very 
hot and dry, making it uncomfortable 
under the stars. Hot winds blew sand 
everywhere, but morning would bring 
the start of our trip down the Colorado. 

Into Marble Canyon 
17th July, 1869 
'We continue our journey. In many places 
the walls, which rise from the water's edge, 
are overhanging on either side. The stream 
is still quiet, and we glide along through a 
strange, weird, grand region.' 

John Wesley Powell 

26th June. O mile to 12.5 mile. As usual, 
I awoke early, and to the disgust of 
most members, began waking them up 
by 5 a.m. Soon all were ready and 
packed. The gear was left at the camp­ 
site and all save myself hiked down the 
mile to Lees Ferry for breakfast at the 
general store. Later in the morning the 
Park Ranger, having checked 
thoroughly all our equipment and 
passed the trip as okay to proceed, 
came up to the site to collect me and 
all the gear. At Lees Ferry this was 
stowed onto the rafts, the shuttle drive 
crew was back on the early morning 
Canyon flight, and we were ready to 
start. 

'Spam 73', Jim (Streaker) McKin­ 
sky's J-rig (for sure we had the wrong 
name here-it should have been 'Tuna 
73'), pushed off into the stream, with 
Jimmy's 'Astra' J-rig and the two 10- 
mans following. Kayakists hustled all 
around and Lees Ferry dfifted slowly 
astern. Our trip was really under way. 

As done on the 1971 trip, we decided 
that none of the kayaks should come 
in front of the lead raft, and that the 
paddlers would use a 'buddy' system 
to run rapids, trying to stick together in 
pairs. Art and I hoped this would work, 
but it was to take a couple of days for 
the group to get it together. 

The water was crystal clear with a 
strong current. But I knew from the 
previous trip that this could change 
overnight when flash floods occurred 
in the canyon above, turning the clear 
water into a river of deep red mud. 
Then, with the bright blue sky, the 
orange and black walls, and the deep 
red of the river, the Colorado certainly 
earned its Spanish name meaning 
colourful. continued overleaf 
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The sun bore down on us from a 
blue sky and the temperature was well 
over the hundred mark- as it was to 
be for every day we spent in the 
Canyon. Only at nights did it fall, but 
never below eighty! The canyon walls 
closed in on us from the open banks of 
Lees Ferry, and the water ran deeper 
and faster. We were in Marble Canyon; 
great walls of nearly pure sandstone 
rose to hundreds of feet on either side. 
This canyon is just over 65 miles long, 
terminating at the Little Colorado 
River. Here at the start the walls are 
just 200 feet deep, but as we descend, 
these will increase to over 3,500 feet. 

The first small ripples of rapids play 
under the rafts and kayaks to disap­ 
pear astern, and after a few miles the 
party slipped under that spider-like 
bridge we had crossed the previous 
day. All signs of civilisation are behind 
us; for the next 17 days there would be 
only the Canyon, maybe a few com­ 
mercial parties, some aircraft 
checking on the progress of groups, 
and the sun, sand, rock, and wild 
water. 

Badger Creek Rapid 
Just seven miles down we hit the 

first real rapid, that of Badger Creek. 
On my previous trip this had only been 
a few standing waves, but now, in the 
highest water of the day, the rapid was 
quite spectacular, but of no great dif­ 
ficulty. Waves reached skywards for 
some six feet, the roar of racing water 
echoed up the canyon toward us, and 
members slowed just a little. The 10- 
mans bounced through, bucking at 
every wave, spray flying over the bow. 
Certainly in such small craft as these, 
even .the smallest of the rapids was 
going to be exciting! 
The kayaks raced through the wild 

water, many of the boys heading for 
the biggest waves, really enjoying the 
water. Badger was a good opener, but 
only gave the smallest indication of 
what was to come. All but Hansen 
came through well. He showed some 
difficulty with the water, and at such 
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an early stage it was obvious he would 
have real problems with what lay 
ahead. Over the first days of the 1971 
Expedition, the standard of our pad­ 
dlers increased rapidly, and now I 
hoped the same would be true for 
Jorgen ... 
After the next mile we pulled into the 

bank for lunch. With Hatch Ex­ 
peditions our lunches had been a mad 
dash to grab the food laid out on 
tables. But for this trip the girls had 
organised pre-packed lunches, each 
for two persons sharing. The idea 
worked well the whole trip, and the 
only criticism we had was the lack of 
variety. While the packs contained a 
wide range of biscuits and goodies, 
there was only canned Tuna or 
squeeze cheese for protein - after 17 
days few wanted to see Tuna or 
squeeze cheese again! 

Soap Creek Rapid 
By late afternoon we reached Soap 

Creek Rapid, the first of the big ones, 
with a grading of 5-6. The rapids on 
the Colorado are graded on a 1 to 10 
scale and all given a bracket of two or 
three. This is due to the fact that the 
water is controlled from the Glen 
Canyon Dam and, with a rise and fall 
over over ten feet, the rapids can vary 
greatly from this guide grading. In low 
water some become almost im­ 
possible, while others become easier. 
To make any form of comparison with 
the International Canoeing scale is 
difficult. The Canyon Scale was 
designed for raft use and not kayaks, 
but generally through Marble Canyon 
the rapids are around International 
Grade IV while in the harder rock of 
the Granite Gorge the degree of dif­ 
ficulty rises quite alarmingly. 

However, here at Soap Creek, the 
rapid presented no real problem for 
any of the kayakists, and after another 
¾-mile we pulled in to the right bank 
for our first overnight campsite on the 
river. 
The cry of 'duffle line' echoed across 

the river - an expression synonymous 

with all Canyon trips. It was time to set 
too and unload the rafts. First came the 
duffles of personal gear, then the kit­ 
chen equipment and food from. the 
boat boxes for the evening meal and 
the morning breakfast. While dinner 
was prepared, the group members 
wandered along the rock ledges to 
select a sleeping place, and later, with 
dinner over and darkness covering the 
Canyon, the campsite was quiet by 
10.00 p.m. Many had more than a few 
hours of sleep to catch up on 

House Rock Rapid 
27th June. 12.5-mile to 31.5-mile. At 5 
a.m. the morning was still cool, with 
only the highest point of the canyon 
wall reflecting the rising sun. Bodies 
lay sprawled along the rock ledges, 
most covered with only a sleeping bag 
sheet, some using cots, others using Ii­ 
lo air mattresses. Most nights in the 
Canyon I found it too hot to use a 
sleeping bag and just slept on top of 
my sleeping bag without even a sheet! 
Soon duffle was packed, breakfast 
finished, and the rafts loaded. 

With an 'Okay, Let's go!' we were off 
on the second day's run. Four miles 
down lay House Rock Rapid, a grade 
4-6 on the Canyon Scale but now far in 
excess of this. The rapid has changed 
greatly since it was classified, and 
gave our group their first taste of what 
big water, Colorado-style, meant. 

The approach took us down through 
Sheer Wall Rapid, with an amusing 
bounce through rapids at the mouth of 
Tanner Wash. In the 10-man, Leon let 
our young swamper Mary Brownson 
take the raft through-she did well, 
and we made it upright! Later in the 
trip I was to have the chance to take 
the raft through other small rapids. 
After another mile and a half of flat 

water and ripples, the echoing thunder 
of House Rock came up over the river. 
The rapid was in the form of an 'S', and 
rafts and kayaks pulled into the right 
bank above to scout the water. 
The right bank was an open 
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Above: Leon's 10-man 
.tekes shape. 
Right: Betts under the 
Navajo Bridge and Greg's 
10-man on Badger Creek. 

Below: John Talbot taking 
Badger and Richard Knight 
down the top of House 
Rock Rapid. 
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Left: Leon's 10-man pulled 
up for first nights stop. 

Below: The two Canadians 
seen on House Rock Rapid. 

Bottom: Bob Burnell in the 
rough of House Rock. 
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boulder shore, the left bank a sheer 
wall. The tongue led down the left side 
into four or five great standing waves 
of some ten feet, then a great 'hole' 
and stopper wave followed by an even 
bigger 'hole' and stopper ten yards 
away. Below this the rapid eddied out. 
The route to run seemed pretty clear; 
the kayaks should take either the 
'chicken shoot' down the right bank, or 
those capable and the rafts would take 
the main hazards on the left. Leon's 10- 
man and the first J-rig made the first 
runs. 

I checked all the duff le [n the rear of 
the 10-man, made sure for the tenth 
time that my camera boxes were 
secure on either side of the craft, and 
bailed out the last drops of water from 
the rear cockpit as Leon pulled the 
'Mary B.' into midstream. All 
passengers in the 10-mans face for­ 
wards, even the boatman on the oars. 
The procedure for running rapids was 
to constantly hold the craft back so the 
stream was flowing faster than we 
were moving (highly amusing if you 
happen to hit a stopper dead centre!). 
On a rapid like this one, with the main 
falls on the left side and a curve to the 
right, the raft had to be guided into the 
tongue at an angle, the bow slightly 
pointed to the left, and only when we 
hit the first wave was the bow swung 
round on a straight heading. The most 
control one could exert on the raft was 
to pull on the oars the whole time, 
keeping the bow heading into every 
wave and letting the river do the rest. 

Slowly we were drawn down toward 
the rapid, the noise deafening our 
ears, and Leon pulling steadily on the 
oars to gain correct position. The 
smooth tongue swept down before us 
and the raft was committed; like Mary 
in the bow, my knuckles showed white 
as I-pulled tightly on the safety ropes in 
preparation for the first shock. (One 
only holds on to safety ropes in these 
craft and is not tied on as the 1 o-m an is 
rather susceptible to flipping in such 
water.) The bow rose high in the air, a 
wave broke over midshir,~ and in a 
cloud of spray the bow~crashed down 

Canoeing Magazine December 1973 



into the wave trough as the stern was 
thrown skyward. One wave, two, three, 
four; each was the same. Then came 
the holes ... the raft raced down 
toward the first; the seething, boiling 
water dared us to enter. The bow drop­ 
ped into the centre of the hole; the 
roaring white wave rose above the bow 
and then crashed over the whole raft. 
Water blinded the eyes and seemed to 
be hitting us from all directions; the 
raft bounced and bucked, and all I 
could do was to hold on and hope the 
water would throw the craft over the 
wave and onto the next. After what 
seemed an eternity Leon pulled the raft 
into an eddy below House Rock. 

The 10-mans proved to be just the 
greatest! No more would I run with the 
37-footers as we had done on the 1971 
trip. The 10-man was no more than a 
fat kayak and, in many of the coming 
rapids, gave a more exciting ride than 
the boys in the kayaks were getting. 
On the really big rapids the kayakists 
skipped round all the very big holes, 
while in these small rafts, although it 
was possible to miss a few of the holes, 
Leon actually aimed for every hole 
going ... 

The J-rig pulled in beside us as I 
grabbed by cameras and headed for 
the best photographic position. In twos 
and threes the Kayakists ran down 
House Rock, some on the 'chicken 
shoot' but most on the main fall. 
Almost all of them capsized or looped. 
Art made a run missing the two big 
holes, but now most of my paddlers 
were actually aiming for those big 
holes! As they came ashore below, 
they nonchalantly heaved their kayaks 
onto shoulders and portaged back to 
the top for a second run down! There 
was little doubt now that the group was 
a real good one, well capable of han­ 
dling this water, and, as the days 
passed they would all gain confidence 
and attain even higher standards of 
watermanship. 

We stayed there long into the early 
afternoon, making House Rock Rapid 
our lunch spot and letting the mem­ 
bers run the wild water as many times 
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as they wanted. However, it was 
changing all the time and the water 
rose very fast. Within an hour the two 
holes at the bottom of the rapid were 
almost impossible to run safely. The 
rise in water level brought home the 
fact of just how quickly the Colorado 
can change and how a run that was 
spectactular fun only an hour ago was 
now a desperate gamble. 
The thunder of House Rock 

quietened behind us as we headed 
down river. Ahead of us lay the 'twen­ 
ties' rapids, small rapids from the 20 to 
30-mile mark, rated between 4-6 and 
supposedly needed no scouting. 

Twenties chaos 
The Paddlers raced ahead of the 

rafts for the four miles of flat water bet­ 
ween House Rock and the first of these 
'small' rapids. An hour later Leon's 10- 
man ran North Canyon Rapid at 20.5- 
mi le, but with high water now, it was 
anything but simple. Our raft bucked to 
the rough water and we got soaked 
from the spray, bailing like mad to dry 
the raft before hitting the next rapid. 
Single kayakists paddled past us, 
some had pulled up on sandy beaches 
to empty out. Others were dotted about 
all over the place. Down through 24½­ 
mile Rapid a paddler on the bank in­ 
dicated we should take it on the right. 
Waves once again covered our raft. On 
a few more hundred yards and we 
rounded a corner to drop down into 
great waves that seemed to cover the 
raft - hell, this was no rapid to run 
without scouting! We dropped into a 
hole and the world seemed to close in 
about us ... but after what seemed like 
minutes we returned up to ride out the 
eddies. Canoeists were all over the 
place. There was certainly not the 
slightest form of the 'buddy' system; 
almost no paddlers were together at 
all. The spread must have been 
something like three miles; just what 
could we have done if one of these 
lone paddlers got into real trouble? 
The water quietened, the rapids fell 
behind, but I sat and worried over the 
situation for the next miles, hoping all 

our paddlers had got through safely. 
The afternoon closed in with the sun 

behind those majestic cliffs, and the 
rafts began to close in together. We 
neared our proposed campsite for the 
night - Shinumo Wash and the Silver 
Grotto. A number of paddlers were 
already beached at the campsite on 
the left bank, and our 10-mans pulled 
into the wash below, followed by the 
first of the J-rigs. But the second J-rig 
failed to make the eddy - even if it had 
a motor, there was little that could 
have been done, the campsite was lost 
and we had to go on downstream after 
the J-rig. 

The rapid below Silver Grotto ren­ 
dered us thoroughly drenched again, 
but without the sun to warm us we 
became very cold. 'But you can't be 
cold in a desert!' was the only remark 
from Leon. Other small rapids lay 
ahead, which we· ran with the utmost 
care to stay as dry as possible. It 
seems almost unbelievable, here we 
were at the bottom of Marble Canyon 
with a 90° temperature but I was 
shivering! 
Three miles below Silver Grotto we 

pulled into the right bank at South 
Canyon, a sandy shore that was to be 
our campsite for the night. 

With darkness nearly upon us we 
unloaded the rafts and the cooks set 
about preparing the evening meal. For 
me it was time to call the paddlers 
together for a discussion on the day's 
run, which had started out so fine at 
House Rock but ended in utter chaos 
and almost total lack of regard for 
basic safety precautions. 

After some discussion, we generally 
decided that the paddlers would now 
run in one tight group, with two rafts in 
front and two behind. However, the 
'buddy' system would still apply in the 
big rapids so that paddlers would run 
in pairs rather than singly. This worked 
quite well during the remainder of the 
trip, and the group held together pretty 
much. The afternoon lesson had been 
learnt well. 

continued next month ... 
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SPRINT MEETING 
Members of the Executive of the 
EiCU Sprint Racing Committee, In­ 
ternational Racing Officials, and Hon. 
Racing Coaches, were invited to a 
meeting at National Watersports Cen­ 
tre, Holme Pierrepont, on Sunday 21st 
October to discuss views relating to 
the BCU Development Project Group 
(a group consisting of Geoff Sanders, 
Rowland Jones, Colin Manton, and 
Ted Owen who are undertaking an 
enquiry into the aims and operations 
of the British Canoe Union). 

Nine members attended and 
discussion continued from 11.00 a.m. 
until the early evening. A draft paper 
of the views expressed is to be 
prepared and put before the Sprint 
Racing Committee Executive at a 
meeting in London during November 
before being sent to the Development 
Project Group. 

World Championship bid 
for 1979 

After the discussion relevant Sprint 
Racing matters were discussed with 
the selection of the National Training 
Squad, events for next season, and 
the possibility of holding a World 
Championship at Holme Pierrepont. 

Members of the Sprint Racing 
Executive agreed that an application 
should be made for the Senior World 
Championships of 1979 - the first 
available date - although it was 
suggested that Spain might have a 
prior claim to this date and Britain 
would possibly be offered 1981 in­ 
stead. However, in the first instance 
the application has to be approved by 
the BCU Council in November with our 
official application submitted to the 
International Canoe Federation by 1st 
January, 1974. 
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Team for Mexico 
For next season, it was decided 

that, providing suitable financial 
assistance can be obtained, a team 
should be sent to Mexico for the 
World Championship. Also, the 
National Team would compete at the 
proposed Duisburg Regatta 
celebrating the I.C.F. 50th An­ 
niversary. The International Holme 
Pierrepont Regatta was confirmed as 
being 22nd/23rd June, this being run 
as last season with the Schools 
Championships. A Combined Service 
Regatta is scheduled for 11th/12th 
May, a National Regatta for 27th/28th 
July, the National Championships for 
17th/ 18th August, and the North v 
South Regatta over the weekend 
21st/22nd September. It was also 
noted that the Brent Regatta would 
not be held this coming season - due 
to the Welsh Harp being drained - and 
that a substitute event would be plan­ 
ned. Barring the latter, all events 
would be held at the National Water­ 
sports Centre, Holme Pierrepont. 

National Training Squad 
From the results of last season the 

National Training Squad for next 
season was selected and comprises 
14-Men, 8-Women, and 4-Canadian. 

The Men-Kayak are:- Parnham, 
Oliver, Dyer, Handyside, Lawrence, 
Tilford, Greenaway, Fowler, Hunter, 
Farrell, Mason, Wethera/1, Hambrey, 
and Fieldus. Reserves:- Gorman, 
Epps, Greenham, Sheriff, Kolar, and S. 
Brown, these in order of merit. 

Men-Canadian:- Reichenstein, 
Court, Pereira, and Dyer (Windsor). 

Women:- Woodhouse, Haynes, Ren­ 
shaw, Wethera/1, Foulds, Harris, 
Nichol, and Plant. 

NEW l ·D SET UP 
The set up of British Long 
Distance Racing is to be changed to a 
four tier system as from January 
1974. All events recognised by the 
L.D.R. Committee will be classified 
into one of four tiers determining the 
standing of the event and, B.C.U. 
members who race in non-tier events 
will stand the chance of possible 
disqualification from tier events. 
Thus, this will now force all event 
organisers to hold events under L.D.R. 
Rules and to L.D.R. standards. 

The first Tier comprises just one 
event, the National Championships. 
Second Tier will be the top eight 
selection races from which the 
National Long Distance Team will be 
selected for International events. All 
second Tier races are to be spon­ 
sored by the Strand Glass Company. 
The third Tier will comprise all ranking 
races, these being as previous years 
but now also including such events as 
the Royal Marathon, the Richmond K2 
Marathon, and the Waterside Winter 
Series. Points gained from these 
events will count towards the Hasler 
Trophy. The fourth Tier include all 
other L.D.R. registered long distance 
events. 

With the ever growing number of 
events something of this sort had to 
be organised to control the sport and 
prevent major clashes of event dates. 
In future no third or fourth Tier race 
will be allowed to take place on a first 
or second Tier date. However, it will 
not matter if two third Tier races, or a 
third and fourth Tier race takes place 
on the same date, provided that they 
are in different regions. 

The first and second Tier races for. 
1974 have already been decided, but 
publication of these dates will be held 
over until full calendar is available. 
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Senior :.1· promotions 
At the L.D.R. Meeting, held in Bir­ 
mingham on 27th October, the Senior 
'A' promotions were announced for 
1974, these being: A. Williams, Royal 
Engineers: K. Clark, Royal Signals: P. 
Gorman, T. Hunter, J. Walters, N. 
Clark, 8. Haynes, all from Royal Canoe 
Club: D. Brown, Wey Kayak Club: S. 
Epps, Weverly Valley Canoe Club: L. 
Saunders, Pangbourne: K. Topham, 
Viking Kayak Club: H. Hoskins, Brad­ 
ford-on-Avon: and 8. Greenham, Hove 
Canoe Club. 

Paddlers disciplined 
One disagreeable item at the 

Meeting was the disciplinning of a 
number of paddlers for refusing to 
conform to Team Policy on the 
wearing of blazers at the International 
Gudena Long Distance Event. The 
following paddlers will not be con­ 
sidered for selection in the race for 
1974: M. Basher, E. Farrell, J. Fowler, 
8. Greenaway, L. Hambrey, D. 
Lawrence, and G. Tilford. 

BEDFORD TO KINGS 
LYNN MARATHON 
The race, which is organised by Bed­ 
ford Viking Kayak Club, took place this 
year on Sunday November 11th. The start 
from Bedford Town Bridge on the River 
Great Duse was at 2.07 a.m. and the 
course covered a distance of 72-miles to 
finish at Kings Lynn Ferry steps. The first 
fifteen miles to St. Neots is over the Bed­ 
ford - St. Neats race course with several 
broken weirs and locks to shoot, and at 
Erith, which is half distance, the river 
becomes tidal via the New Bedford Cut to 
Denver sluice where it joins the old course 
of the river again. This section includes 
several long straight sections between 
high banks, the longest being some ten 
miles where it is very difficult to dis­ 
embark. 

Last year, when the race was run for the 
first time, there were four entries, three 
starters and two finishers. The race was 
won by Perrett/Freeman in 12hrs 23mins 
in a K2, with our own Train/Holman in 
second place paddling a Barracuda in 
13hrs 17mins. This compared well with a 
time of 14hrs 45mins which was the 
previously fastest recorded time for the 
trip and was set in 1939 in a Canadian but 

Canoeing Magazine December 1973 

not in competition. t:!y coincidence, the 
pair who set this record in 1939, although 
having lived abroad for many years, were 
back in Bedford at the time of last year's 
race and followed the event with great in­ 
terest right down to the fini6hing line. 

This year, there were seven entries, five 
starters and four finishers. Unfortunately 
our own pair were unable to compete due 
to sickness and had to withdraw. One 
member of the two RAF crews broke his 
leg in the week before the race which 
seems a somewhat extreme method of 
avoiding paddling (He had looked at parts 
of the course on the weekend before)! 

Story'Clark lead from start 
Right from the start, Story/Clark built 

up a lead over Felts/ John of the RAF and 
the two Royal Marine crews. The leading 
crews negotiated all the weirs and broken 
locks successfully and by the half-way 
stage Story/Clark were leading the RAF 
by some ten minutes and were forty 
minutes quicker at this point than the win­ 
ners of the previous year. The Marines, 
Johnson/Williams in a K2, retired and their 
other pair in a Barracuda were some forty 
minutes behind the leading pair. 

During the second half of the race, the 
RAF crew reduced the lead of Story/Clark 
and both crews found the conditions very 
difficult in the final few miles of estuary 
with strong winds and rough water. With 
less than five miles to the finish, the 
leading pair retired to the bank with 
exhaustion and sought refreshments from 
their support team and at this stage con­ 
sidered giving up. However, the sight of 
the RAF pair coming round the bend and 
catching up, spurred them to greater ef­ 
forts. Over the last mile there was never 
more than 1-length between the crews 
and at the line Story/Clark beat 
Felts/ John by three seconds, in a new 
record of 12hrs 14mins. 

This was a remarkably close finish and 
very exciting after over twelve hours of 
paddling! It was made more remarkable 
by the fact that the RAF pair had never 
paddled together before and that one 
member of their crew had only been in a 
K2 on four previous occasions and had 
never paddled more than eight miles. 
The Royal Marines crew Burrows/Bur­ 

nett in their Barracuda closed up over the 
second half to finish 32mins behind the 
winners. Ramwell/Catchlove from Gaynes 
Hall, who took the early part of the race 
more slowly, finished with great deter­ 
mination against a strong in-coming tide, 
in a time of 14hrs 33mins. 

Result 
1. R. Story/ K. Clark, Royal Signals, K2, 
12hrs 14mins. (record): 2. W. Felts/P. 
Johns, RAF CA, K2, 12hrs 14mins 03secs: 
3. C. Burrows/B. Burnett, CTC RM, 
Barracuda, 12hrs 46mins: 4. J. Ram­ 
well/R. Catch/ave, Gaynes Hall, K2, 14hrs 
33mins: Johnson/Williams, CTC RM, K2, 
Retired at 36 miles: Dale/Keating, RAF 
CA, Scratched: Train/Topham, Viking 
Kayak Club, Scratched. 

NEW BOOKS 
Adventure Education and Outdoor 
Pursuits, Colin Matlock, price 50p. 
Available: Colin Matlock, Old Fisherbeck, 
Old Lake Road, Ambleside, Westmorland 
LA22 OOH. 
Being the founder and first Chairman of 
the National Association of Outdoor 
Education, leader on two Mountaineering 
Expeditions, past Warden of the 
Woodlands Outdoor Centre, and 
numerous other qualifications, must make 
Colin Matlock the ideal person to write on 
the above subject. This small booklet 
gives an insight to adventure education 
and the role it has to play in our 
educational system, analysing the 
'Framework of Outdoor Pursuits', 
'Philosophy of Adventure', 'Adventure and 
the Teacher', and 'The State of Adventure 
Education'. 

Know the Game CANOEING, The EP 
Group of Companies, price 25p. Available: 
The EP Group of Companies, Bradford 
Road, East Ardsley, Wakefield, Yorks. (Also 
'Canoeing Magazine' stock list 30p in­ 
cluding post.) 
Excellent little booklet, complete with 
photographs and illustrations, giving the 
basics of many sides of canoesport. Good 
value for the beginner. 

British Waterways Board - Leaflets. 
Available: British Waterways Board, 
Amenity Services Division, Me/bury 
House, Me/bury Terrace, London NWT 6.JX. 

'Make the Most of Your Waterways' - 
full colour leaflet giving guide to the use 
of the waterways, plus map of navigable 
waters and list of useful addresses. 

'Camping and Caravaning near the 
Waterways' - duplicated leaflet giving 
list of addresses of camping and 
caravaning sites near the waterways. 

24 



DEW 
ZEAlADD 
Invitation Slalom 
With the North and South Island 
trials now over and a national team 
named to compete in the event, the 
stage is set for New Zealand's first In­ 
ternational canoeing event to com­ 
mence. Although only six New 
Zealanders will be competing in the 
country's colours, another 32 club 
representatives have also been ac­ 
cepted for the slalom. 
With a record entry of over 2,000 

competitors from 34 countries at­ 
tending the Commonwealth Games, 
which will be held in Christchurch 
next January/February, there is a big 
interest in the spectacle of those in­ 
dividuals braving the wild waters of 
the Rangitata River only 90-miles 
away. 

It was only a few years ago that 
slalom canoeing was considered as 
merely a change of tempo to the 
cruising canoeist of New Zealand and 
competed over just three or four 
weekends of the year. It was ap­ 
proximately 18-months ago that a 
slalom committee was formed and a 
slalom with a difference began to 
take place. The carefree weekend 
event was beginning to make way for 
an organised sporting fixture. 

Next came the landslide of 
canoeing reports over the television 
from overseas and the Olympic 
Games. The sport continued to 
mushroom in all aspects until the 
ultimate was reached last June when 
we were represented for the first time 
in the World Championships, Swit­ 
zerland, by the two Fletcher brothers, 
Bernard and Michael. 
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From all this we have learnt a great 
deal about technique and application 
which should stand us in good stead 
when competing at the Com­ 
monwealth Invitation Slalom. Our best 
prospects will be in the K1 and C2 
categories, and the down river race. 
The Junior K1 team of Peter 
McDonald, Craig Darby, and John 
Quirk, will be hard to beat, while 
Senior paddlers Peter McDonald, 
Kevin O'Donnell, Garth Falloon, and 
Bernard Fletcher should make a good 
showing. Our Women and C2 
canoeists seem to have improved 
almost out of sight and again should 
be equal to any other on our own 
local courses. 

Between 26th January and 17th 
February, there are three other 
slaloms being organised to coincide 
with the Invitation event, making this 
trip to the South Pacific one not to be 
missed. 

Report from Max Grant, 
National Slalom Convenor, 
New Zealand. 

DEDfflARH 
report from 
Jorgen Hansen 

Gudena International 
The 22nd September saw the 
start of some 400 paddlers competing 
in the 6th International Tour de 
Gudena canoe marathon held on the 
longest waterway. in Denmark. For 
this 6th race there was once again a 
record entry - just as it has been for 
the last five years. With paddlers 
from Finland, Holland, Norway, 
Sweden, England, and Denmark, and 
an ever increasing number of com­ 
petitors, there can be little doubt that 
this event is fast becoming the unof- 

ficial World Championships of Long 
Distance Racing. 

As usual the event was supported 
by British paddlers and a team of 14 
paddlers competed for Britain but it 
was only Norman Mason of Not­ 
tingham who was capable of making 
the top grade to go for a winning 
place. In the Mens K1 there was little 
doubt that Danish paddler Jens Chr. 
Sorensen would be the sure and 
popular winner. He took the event 
with a time of 9hrs 0mins 31 sec, and it 
was only Mason who offered a real 
challenge to the top place, the British 
paddler taking second place just 
17sec down - not too bad over a 
120km course! Third place was taken 
by Einer Rasmussen of Norway, 5min 
down from Sorensen. Rasmussen is 
still only a junior and was a clear 
25min ahead of second place in his 
class - certainly we shall hear more of 
this young paddler in the future. Other 
British placing were John Fowler, 
John Hubbard, and Steve Brown, 
respectively sixth, eighth, and tenth. 
'Certainly it was a great race, but 

very exhausting,' commented winner 
Sorensen. 'ft will take a few days 
before muscles recover, but this will 
not detract from winning, and it was 
tremendous to see so many spec­ 
tators along the course.' For Sorensen 
it was his sixth time of competing the 
event and for sure he will be on the 
start line again next year. 

The K2 event promised to be a 
really exciting event and was building 
up to a tremendous climax after the 
first days racing. In the lead was the 
fine Danish crew of Jorgen An­ 
derson/Steen Hansen, while just 3sec 
down was Flemming Brix/Hans Pape. 
Alas, with the first stage of the Sun­ 
day (32km), when the two crews were 
racing neck and neck, An­ 
derson/Hansen damaged their rudder 
and had to wait for a new kayak 
losing them vital minutes. By the time 
they were under way again they were 
down in eighth place. With tremen­ 
dous courage and supreme effort, the 
pair once again aimed for first place 
and almost brought it off, pulling 
through seven places to take second 
place, Brix/Pape taking the win in a 
record time of 8hrs 29min 40sec. 
The British crew of Brian 

Greenaway/Geoff Tilford did well to 
take 4th some 31 min down on the 
winners, while the best Martin 
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Bosher/David Lawrence could make 
was 8th with 8hrs 58min 18sec. 

In the womens event, Merete 
Sorensen (wife of Jens Chr. Soren­ 
sen), winner for the past two years, 
had to be content with second place 
behind the very talented Swedish Girl 
Eva Berglund. Eva took the win in a 
time of 4hrs 19min 09sec, the 
distance being 57km. Certainly here is 
yet another girl who will be a force to 
be reckoned with in few years - she is 
still only a junior paddler ... 

The 6th International Gudena Race 
was a great success and the race is 
going from strength to strength. Not 
only was there superb racing, but the 
organisation side was just as good. In 
Randers all the competitors were 
treated to a fine meal and the prize 
presentation was· given by the towns 
mayor. 

CADADA 
report from 
Gilles Fortin 

Above: Farrell/Hunter racing 
the Gudena Long Distance. 
Right: KT crews un tne 
Gudena course. 
Below lett: Jamie McEwan of 
the U.S.A. competing at 
Jonquiere International. 
Below right: Norbert Sattler, 
World Champion, competing at 
Jonquiere International. 

Jonquiere International 
This year's Canadian Whitewater 
Championships, held on September 2nd 
and 3rd at Jonquiere in northern Quebec 
Province, became the theatre of a truly in­ 
ternational event. An outstanding 
organization by the Quebec Canoe 
Federation, and good weather (it. snowed 
three days later) brought about 3,000 
spectators to watch the race of the year in 
North America. 

Ten members of the French Team came 
over, including Claude Peschier former K1 
World Champion (1969), and the 
Lefauconnier brothers, current World 
Champions in C2 downriver. The 1973 
World Champion Norbert Sattler, was also 
on the spot along with a very fine con­ 
tingent of top American paddlers. All this 
proved to be very tough competition for 
our paddlers: only two canadians 
managed to make it to the top ten in 
senior men kayak. 
Though taking one penalty, Norbert 

Sattler proved his high class by edging 
Claude Peschier by 0.3 sec and Michel 
Magdinier by 1.5 sec, both having clean 
runs. In fourth place was U.S.A. slalom 

continued overleaf 
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IDTERDATIODAL 
CADOEIDli 

champion Eric Evans with a questionnable 
penalty that cost him first place. Eric Mun­ 
shaw of Toronto, 6th overall, won the 
Canadian title with last year's champion 
Jan Stary of Jonquiere coming second. 
Both were on the Canadian Team for the 
1973 World Championships. In the team 
event the twenty penalty run of the U.S.A. 
team Evans/Nutt/Nutt provided an ex­ 
citing spectacle of precision clockwork. 
According to Sattler the slalom site was 

excellent: "The current is strong and the 
obstacles hard enough to permit good 
technical work, which is important in 
canoe-kayak." "A site technically superior 
to Muotathaf', according to Peschier. The 
Au Sable River, near Jonquiere, is charac­ 
terised at 1,200c. f./ s. by two offset 
holding rollers at mid-course, which 
proved more than difficult to 16 of the 86 
participants,. including C1 bronze medalist 
Jamie McEwan. 
The downriver was held on the 

Metabetchouan River, 45 minutes from 
Jonquiere, a somewhat short but steady 
heavy grade Ill rapid. To be noted is the 
very fine performance of Magdinier of 
France, 23 seconds in front of the 
American Bill Nutt, and the excellent 
second place of the Philadelphia crew 
Stahl/Chamberlin, only 4.2 sec behind the 
World Champions Lefaucon­ 
nier/Lefauconnier, who took a bit of 
water, we must add, but that's part of the 
game. 

Gilles Fortin on 

Sia/am and the 
Montreal Sames 
The news of the coming of the Olym­ 
pic Games to Montreal in 1976 was to all 
of us of the Quebec canoe family the 
promise of a challenging future. Canoe 
slalom was on the programme of the 
Munich Games and it would be our turn in 
1976. Because of our present paddling 
level, the challenge to put up an honest 
performance was certainly a big one, but 
the means to do so would be greatly 
enhanced by the promotion of canoe 
slalom to the level of other Olympic 
Sports. In short, we would gain ten years 
of hard promotional· work. 
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Investigation Committee 
With this in mind, the "Federation 

Ouebecoise de Cenot-Kevek" established 
a seven member site investigation com­ 
mittee who drafted a 35-page report by 
December 1972 on twelve possible sites in 
the Montreal area. For reasons of 
proximity, an artificial site 15 minutes 
away, was selected for the purpose of a 
detailed feasibility study. Plans of the 
proposed course, an improved Augsburg, 
were included with a cost estimate in­ 
cluding complete facilities of $2,000,000. 
A fair proposal, we felt, in comparison of 
the $5,000,000. of Augsburg. 

It was but a month later, with our first 
direct contact with the COJO, the Mon­ 
treal Organising Committee, that we were 
startled to learn that canoe slalom was 
not part of their plans for the Montreal 
Games. The 1.O.C. Csanadi Commission on 
the Game programme had ruled, among 
other deletions, even before the Augsburg 
events took place, it seems, that slalom 
should not be part of future Games. 
Probably on grounds of high costs, 
though slalom was among the cheaper 
events of the very expensive Munich 
Games, but the fact that the commission 
members came from countries not com­ 
peting in slalom and furthermore had 
never seen a slalom had probably more to 
do with their decision. 

Negative stand stronger 
From there on the negative stand of 

COJO grew stronger, as the deletion one 
more event meant cheaper Games. In May 
1973, the I.C.F. President Charles de 
Coquereaumont and General Secretary 
Sergio Orsi spent two days in Montreal 
with Mayor Drapeau and the COJO of­ 
ficials. The unfortunate neutrality of COJO 
was stressed once more: they had no say 
to changes in the Olympic programme, 

this was entirely 1.O.C. business. The 
Tokyo COHO had pressed for Judo, the 
Munich COJO pressed for Handball and 
Canoe slalom, but our COJO refused to 
endorse the only Olympic sport that 
originated in Canada. 

Two more sites, having the financial 
support of nearby cities, were added to 
the established list. With this additional 
information, the I.C.F. made an appeal 
before the 1.O.C. Executive Committee in 
Lausanne, June 23/24th. When asked by 
1.O.C. if they desired canoe slalom, the 
Montreal COJO replied NO, and so the 
I.C.F. appeal was rejected. 

The Jonquiere bid 
A desperate move by the Quebec 
Canoe Federation was attempted to con­ 
vince the COJO before the Varna 
Congress. The 40-page Jonquiere Bid 
presented by the City of Jonquiere, 
following the success of the Jonquiere In­ 
ternational and 1973 Canadian Whitewater 
Championships, included all aspects of 
slalom presentation. A separate Olympic 
Village was proposed, 300 miles from 
Montreal. The newly built Jonquiere 
College can accomodate up to 400 per­ 
sons on a private room rental basis during 
the summer holidays at a moderate price. 
The total cost of slalom presentation, in­ 
cluding facilities on site and athlete's 
room and board, was estimated at 
$430,000 of which the COJO share was 
$250,000, the balance being taken care of 
by local authorities. 

This cheap proposal did not suffice in 
convincing COJO in time for the Varna 
congress where apparently nothing new 
happened. The Quebec Canoe Federation 
is determined to hold an annual slalom at 
Jonquiere. It is unfortunate that this spec­ 
tacle must remain at least for the time­ 
being the privilege of whitewater freaks 
only. 

The Augsburg Slalom Course. 
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REVIEW OF NEW KAYAKS, 
CANOES, AND EOUIPMENT. 

VALLEY MOVE INTO NEW PREMISES 
Valley Canoe Products are in their new premises at last. 
Smart showroom, office, despatch department, and warehouse 
are all there, together with a general G.R.P. and development 
workshops.' It is great to have efficient premises at last' say co­ 
directors Frank and Dick Goodman, 'And the coffee is still as 
good a~ it was at Ruddington !' 

At a time when prices are all in an upward spiral, V.C.P. are op­ 
timistic in that the increased efficiency of working in custom­ 
built premises will keep their already very competitive prices 
steady. 
Already their increased production is getting on top of orders 

and they hope to lay in some stock craft so that models will be 
available 'off-the-shelf for Christmas and the New Year, before 
resin price increases already scheduled by the Prices and In­ 
comes Board, and the general shortage of laminating resin have 
any effect. 

Their new address and telephone number are: Valley Canoe 
Products Ltd., Private Road 4, Co/wick Estate, Nottingham. Tel: 
0602-249371. 

BULLET DOWN RIVER K1 
New from Pyranha Mouldings comes the Bullet wild 
water racing kayak, a model developed from the very successful 
prototype Viper. Now substantially altered, the new Bullet of­ 
fers the outstanding speed of the Viper, but with greater 
buoyancy, improved stability, and better general handling 
characteristics. Thus, the Bullet is not only faster on the flat 
water but is able to keep going down the rough with a much 
greater feeling of safety. 

Many new design features are incorporated in the craft that 
will make it a winner of today and for years to come. The 
Pyranha Delivery Van will be at most major events in Britain this 
winter and a demonstration Bullet will be available to try out. 

Full details of the Bullet and all other models are available 
from: Pyranha Mouldings, 23 Poachers Lane, Latchford, 
Warrington, Lanes . .WA4 1TP. Tel: Warrington 31484. 

P.B.K. PLANS-INCREASED SALES 
Percy Blandford, designer of the P.B.K. kayak plans, has 
once again been doing his yearly account of plans sold and has 
come up with some surprising figures! From a total of 3271 
plans 1281 were for canoe or kayak designs. The best selling 
model was the P.B.K. 63 with 215, third overall of plan sales, 
being led by the Lysander and Pete a sailing and pram dinghy 
respectively. It just goes to show that people build kayaks by 
means other than glassfibre. .. ! 

Footnote: Judging by the way things are going on the oil sup­ 
ply front, we could all be building our kayaks with ply or frame 
and canvas during the coming years! Resins and polyester are 
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of course a product from oil and laminating resins are going to 
be in very short supply next season as well as much higher in 
price. 

WATERWAYS CALENDAR 
The British Waterways Board have published their 1974 
pictorial calendar, the theme is 'Make the Most of Your Water­ 
ways'. 

The twelve page, full colour calendar, illustrates water based 
activities and. includes excellent photographic studies of 
cruising, sailing and canoeing in addition to angling and towing 
path walking. 

Each of the calendar pages carries a pictorial insert many of 
which show hand painted examples of associated waterway 
miscellany. The reverse side of each calendar page carries cap­ 
tion details and useful information covering general amenity and 
freight transport operations on the waterways. The calendar is 
available by post from: Press & Publicity Office, British Water­ 
ways Board, Me/bury House, Me/bury Terrace, London NWT 6JX 
at 75p each, plus 10p packing and post. 

continued overleaf 

28 



While on calendars, we must of course make mention of 
our own 'Canoeing Magazine Calendar' featuring 24 black and 
white photographs from the files of your editor Mike Clark. The 
calendar is now available at 80p inc. post and VAT. If you want a 
copy, order now for the limited run is selling fast and is ex­ 
pected to be completely sold by the beginning of January. 
Available from our postal address: Canoeing Press, 25 Feather­ 
bed Lane, Croydon, CRO 9AE. (A number of copies will be held 
over for overseas readers, many of whom will not get this 
magazine until well into January.) 

JOFA 'SUPERIOR' HELMET 
Of interest to all rough water enthusiasts will be the in­ 
troduction to the Ottersports accessory range of the JOFA 
'Superior' Safety Helmet. 

The ingenious adjustment patented by Jofa of Sweden, is in­ 
corporated in this helmet, thus allowing the whole helmet to fit 
the head and ensuring a good fit of the cushioning materials 
within the tough plastic moulding, to absorb impact. 
The safety is further enhanced by the chin guard, the tough 

Nylon strap, and the simple but secure fastening. Ears are also 
fully protected, and the helmet comes well down the back of the 
head. Ottersports are confident that a crash helmet containing 
these features, plus outstanding comfort, is the ultimate in 
water sport safety helmets. 

The retail price of the 'Superior' helmet is·£5.50 (inc. VAT), and 
is available from: Ottersports Limited, Ash Street, Northampton. 

P. & H. Fibreglass Products of Derby are working 
their way through an expansion programme to give a 
greater variety of designs for the canoeist. Their first new 
design is a very high performance surf kayak - The SURF­ 
BLAZEH. This kayak is the result of twelve months design 
study and development by the country's top surf kayak 
riders. Present designs have been analysed and much surf 
board theory has resulted in a faster, more manoeuvrable, 
and quicker accelerating surf kayak then ever before. The 
Surfblazer was developed around an accurate 'rail' 
enabling the paddler to hold his line without stern slip, 
yet, when required, 360° and controlled 180° spins can be 
attained at will. The Surfblazer is priced at £43.00 and 
available with neoprene spraydeck at £6.00 extra. Both 
prices exclude VAT. 

Following the Surfblazer will be a new 15ft. 6in. Touring 
Double, available in the early part of 1974. Other designs 
are on the drawing board and are hoped to be ready for 
the Spring of 1974. 

Danny Broadhurst, the well known R.A.F. canoeist, has 
recently joined the staff of P. & H. Fibreglass Products and 
will be very much involved in the design and development 
of many new projects. 

P. & H. Fibreglass Products have now expanded their 
works at llkeston and hope by the new year to give even 
better service on their full range of canoes and kayaks 
then ever before. Full details of the above craft can be ob­ 
tained from : P. & H. Fibreglass Products, 76 Dale Road, 
Spondon, Derby. 

HESSIAN PRINTS 
A rather attractive new item from Lendal Products Ltd. 
are a series of Hessian Prints. These screen prints on orange 
hessian, show a black silhouette of canoeists. At present only 
one design is available, that of a slalomist. Two sizes are being 
produced - 14" x 18" and 22" x 28" - and priced at £3.85 and 
£6.00 respectively (unframed). Full details are available from: 
Lendal Products Limited, 18/ 20 Boyd Street, Prestwick, KA9 1 LG. 

REVIEW OF NEW KAYAKS. 
CANOES, AND EQUIPMENT. 
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Finest Designs 
Highest Standards 
AVONCRAFT, 

Burrowfield, Welwyn Garden City, Herts. 
Tel: Welwyn 30000 

CANOE CENTRE (Twickenham) Ltd. 
18 Beauchamp Road, Twickenham, Middx. 
Tel: 01-892 8979 

GAYBO LTD., 
4 Rose Hill, Brighton, Sussex. 
Tel: Briqhton 684599 

JAYCEE GLASSFIBRE PRODUCTS, 
69 Knights Hill, West Norwood, London, 
SE27. Tel: 01-670 1234 

P. & H. FIBREGLASS PRODUCTS, 
76 Dale Road, Spondon, Derby. 
Tel: llkeston 3155 

STREAMLYTE MOULDINGS LTD., 
Marlborough Road, Lancing, Sussex. 
Tel: Lancing 62431 

TO PC RAFT LTD., 
324A Birmingham Road, Walsall, Staffs. 
Tel: Walsall 28329 

TYNE CANOES LTD., 
206 Amyand Park Road, St. Margarets, 
Twickenham, Middx. Tel: 01-892 4033 

VALLEY CANOE PRODUCTS LTD., 
Private Road 4, Colwick Estate, Nottingham. 
Tel: Nottingham 249371 

FAMILIAR NAMES 
THAT OFFER THE BEST IN 

CANOES AND ACCESSORIES. 
Write, or ring for details ... 

AND 
CADOEIDli 

CAMPING OR CLIMBING 

Send for Catalogue/List: 

MOUNTAIN CENTRI 
34, Dean Street, 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, 
NE1 1PG. Telephone 23561 

Prima Glass Fibre Materials are the only suppliers with a Lloyds and Admiralty approved 
111otlding shop-offering a complete range of materials and tools of top quality to Lloyds 
and B.S. specifications, 

• CANOE MOULD HIRE SERVICE for 
e PGM BAT MK 6-Baths trainer/canoe polo. 
e PGM 100-Junior trainer. e PGM 150--Slalorn G/P. 
e Full range of materials. tools and construction kits. 
e Daily demonstrations in our Adm. Lloyds & D.T.I. works. 

F,il in coupon for free brochure. 

Name 

Address 

PRIMA GLASSFIBRE 
MJ.\TERIALS LTD., 
Platts Eyot, 
Hampton, Middlesex 
TW12 2HF. 
Tel: 01-979 0164 
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Price 
80p 
inc.post. 

'CANOESPORT CALENDAR 1974' - featuring 24 out­ 
standing photographs from the camera of Mike Clark. 
Slalom, Wild Water, Sprint, Long Distance, Touring, and 
of course a number of prints from Grand Canyon. 
Size:11¾" x 8¼" - each month with two pull-off sheets. 

Please send me copy/copies of 'Canoesport Calendar' 

NAME . 
ADDRESS . 

I enclose Cheque/Postal Order of . 
made payable to 'Canoeing Press'. 

CANOEING 
[u]ffiIBffi~~m~ 
Canoeing Press, 25 Featherbed Lane, Croydon, CRO 9AE. 
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colours: black on orange 
sizes: 14" x 18" £3.85 unframed 

£6. 00 framed 
22" x 28" £6. 00 unframed 

£8. 25 framed 
P& P 15p and 25p 

ALSO FULL RANGE OF CANOEIST 
JEWELLERY - IDEAL FOR 
PRESENTS OR EVENT PRIZES 

LENDALPRODUCTSLTD 
18/20 Boyd Street, PRESTWICK KA9 1 LG 
Ayrshire. Telephone (0292) 78558 

GRP IN STYLISH COLOURS·SINGLE AND TWO·SEATERS· 
TOURERS· SPORTS· SLALOM · CANADIAN and FOLDING· 
DO·IT'· YOURSELF l(ITS. 
CAST-IN BUOYANCY IN ALL 
FIBREGLASS CANOES 

FULL RANGE PADDLES, 
KITS, ACCESSORIES, 
MATERIALS & FITTINGS 
*STOP PRESS 
Congratulations to Arborfield paddlers, 
Winners of the 1973 Junior Devizes to 
Westminster Race, in a TYNE KAYAK 

SEND 
FOR FREE 

FULL COLOURED 
CATALOGUE 

TO:- 
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St. Margaret's, Twickenham. Middlesex,TW1 3HZ • 

Tel: 01-892 4033 • • Name _ _ . . . . • 

Address • • • • . . . • . . • • • • • • . . . . • . . . • • . = 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
Trade Advert @2½p per word 
(Minimum 40p) Non-trade Adverts free. 

CANOES & KAYAKS 
FOR SALE - Various canoes, sailing 
dinghies and watersports equipment, in­ 
cluding Wayfarers, Gulls, Drascombe 
Lugger, Seagull outboard engines. SAE. 
for list: P.G.L. Adventure Ltd., Station 
Street, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire. 

FOR SALE - SCORPION slalom 
kayak, Kober paddles, spraydeck, 
buoyancy aid, crash helmet - excellent 
condition - £40.00. Cameron, 1 Berry 
Drive, lrivine ,Ayrshire. 

FOR SALE - SCORPION slalom kayak, ex­ 
cellent condition, full equipment, paddle etc. 
Four slalom cates. £36.00 Apply: 89 Bilby 
Terrace, Irvine, Ayrshire, Scotland. Tel: 4688. 

INN, INN-SPECIAL & OLYMPIA 
slalom kayak. Also glass fibre tourers, 
complete or kit, ideal for schools, 
scouts, etc. All accessories. Special 
group discounts. Shipsides, Marine, 
Barrowfield, Nelson, Lanes. Nelson 
63907. SAE. for details. 

TRAYKIN MOULDINGS. Glassfibre 
Canoes, Kayaks, and Canoeing Ac­ 
cessories. Send for Free Brochure: 
Traykin Mouldings, Postland Station, 
Crowland, Peterborough, Whaplode 
Drove 408. 

KAYAKS, CANOES, or accessories for 
sale? Why not try a 'Classified' in 
Canoeing Magazine. All non-trade ad­ 
verts are published free of charge - just 
'phone in advert to 01-653 6263, or write 
to 'Canoeing Magazine', 25 Featherbed 
Lane, Croydon, CRO 9AE. 

CANOE PLANS 

BUILD-YOURSELF Pt.ANS 
for canoes and other craft in 

PLYWOOD 
MOULDED VENEER 

FABRIC 
Cheapest and sl~lest plans, with 
full-size drawings. Thousands of 

satisfied P. B. K. owners. 
Stomp for list of fully detail~ plans etc. 

PERCY W. BLANDFORD 
NEWBOLD-ON-STOUR, STIIATFORD-ON-AVON 

PADDLES 
QUALITY PADDLES - Racing, Slalom, 
Touring, and Kits. Brochure from - Mark 
Gees, 61 Thames Eyot, Cross Deep, 
Twickenham TWl 4QL. Tel: 01-892 3635. 

FOR SALE- 7ft_ Jin. Lendal Paddles 
as new £8.00. 8 Hillside, Wimbledon, 
SWl 9 4NH. Tel: 01-946 4803. 

EQUIPMENT 
CANOE CLOTHING, CAMPING & 
CLIMBING GEAR. Telephone or write 
for our price list and illustrated 
catalogue, or call in and browse, highly 
competitive prices, large mail order 
department. All orders post free over £9. 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 25 Kings 
Road, Brentwood, Essex CMl 4 4ER. Tel: 
0277-221259. 

CANOE EQUIPMENT BAGS- Ex­ 
tremely durable, rot proof and water­ 
proof PVC/Nylon laminate material; 100 
percent waterproof when used with in­ 
ner polythene bag. 30in. long with Sin. 
diameter, drawcord closure. Colour - 
Orange. Price £1.50. LO Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
NEl lPG. 

ROMER CRASH HELMETS 'give 
most protection' in red/yellow/ 
black/white - £4.95 inc. VAT plus 25p 
post/ packing from: The Canoe Centre, 
18 Beauchamp Road, Twickenham, Mid­ 
dlesex. Tel: 01-892 8979. 

CANOE HIRE 
RIVER WYE CANOE HIRE SER­ 
VICE_ Training weekends and courses 
to British Canoe Union Certificate stan­ 
dards. Write for details: to Jamie 
Houghton, River Wye Canoe Centre, 
Court End, Hole-in-the-Wall, Ross-on­ 
Wye, Herefordshire. Tel: Ross-on-Wye 
3149. 

BUOYANCY 

NEW CANOEING ACCESSORIES 
Paddles - Paddles - Paddles 
Made from high impact structural foam, 
these lightweight curved, unsinkable blades 
are ideal for all users. They are especially 
hard wearing. Colours: orange, blue, and 
'natural wood'. Available individually or com­ 
plete with alloy shaft. 
Paddle ends; £1-50 + VAT or assembled in 
PVC coated alloy tube £3.80 + VAT. 

Wave-lock all welded nylon strengthened PVC spraydeck to fit standard slalom 
kayak.Available in variety of colours including day glow orange. £2.70 + VAT. 
The increasingly popular ACE Crash helmet, in high impact Nylon-6, used by 
most top paddlers, Education Authorities and Youth Organisations. Colours, 
white, yellow, blue and red. £2.70 + VAT. WILDE helmet, £4.0O + VAT. 
Available from reputable canoe dealers; trade enquiries welcomed. 
A. C. PRODUCTS (Chester) LTD., 
5 Walnut Close, Upton by Chester. Tel: 0244-25277 

HARISHOK COMPETITION EQUIP­ 
ME NT SPECIALIST SLALOM AC­ 
CESSORIES AND HARISHOK COM­ 
PETITION LIFE VESTS. Gold Label SBBNF 
Approved Life Vests - New Kayak Vest 
6.2 kilo. Shortie style - Kanuaraks in 
Dunlopruffe Nylon (blue or red) with 
broad sleeve stripes - Crash 
Hats - Spraydecks to order. Harishok 
Limited, Unit Three, Clarendon Trading 
Estate, Clarendon Road, Hyde, Cheshire 
SK14 2LJ. Tel: 061-368 9216. 

BADGES 
CLOTH BADGES - made to your own 
design, in quantities from 10 upwards. 
Low prices and swift delivery. Full in­ 
formation from: S. A. Cory & Company, 
35b Tooting Bee Gardens, London, 
SW16. 
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SWEAT SHIRTS 
SWEAT-SHIRTS, Tee Shirts, Racing 
Bibs, supplied printed with your club 
design. Full details: Vista Sports Ltd., 
263a Sydenham Road, Croydon, Surrey. 
Tel: 01-684 2708. 

SERVICES 
For your club newsletters, leaflets, 
forms, headings - prompt typing, 
duplicating, distribution and mailing ser­ 
vice. Leaflet on request. Instant Office, 
128 Lon-y-Cyll, Pensarn, Abergele. Tel: 
Abergele 822824. 

VACANCIES 
WANTED - by top class canoe 
manufacturing company, first class 
laminator, capable of taking charge. 
Good rates of pay. Apply in writing 
giving details of experience to: Box 001, 
Canoeing Press, 25 Featherbed Lane, 
Croydon CRO 9AE. 

CENTRES 

GOING ABROAD? 

Contact us for free quotations 
for all aspects of shipping 
including packing and insurance; 
from a suitcase to a car; anywhere 
in the world. 
Groupage services to Australia and 
Far East ports and Canada. 

K. WATSON IMPORTS LTD RetCM 
Removal Division, 
Central House, 
High Street, London E15. 
Tel: 01-534 8088 

~ 

·! 
0 c:: 
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TOP COMPETITION CANOES & KAYAKS FOR 
SLALOM, DOWN RIVER, & TOURING: PADDLES, 
LIFE VESTS, CRASH HATS, & ALL ACCESSORIES. 

EDA 
THE AMERICAN 
COMPANY FOR 
ALL AMERICAN 
ROUGH WATER 
CANOE· KAYAK 
ENTHUSIASTS_ 

U.S.A. & CANADIAN ENQUIRIES ONLY:- 

SEDA PRO DUCTS 'everything for canoeing' 
P.O. BOX 5509, FULLERTON,_ CALIFORNIA, 92635. 

FILMS 
COLORADO - this brilliant 45-minute 
film of the 1971 Expedition is now 
available in 16mm colour with optical 
sound track (no. 16/10). WILD 
WATER - an introductory film for wild 
water paddlers (no. 16/ 5). Seven.teen 
other film titles to choose from - for sale 
or hire, 16mm or 8mm. Send foolscap 
SAE - Chrisfilms, The Mill. Glasshouses, 
Pateley Bridge, Via Harrogate, Yorks. 
HG3 50H. Tel: Pateley Bridge 310 (2- 
lines). 

CANOECRAFT FILMS: straight­ 
forward, effective, instructional films 
about canoeing. Full details in list CM 
from Explorer Films, 58 Stratford Road, 
Bromesgrove, Worcs. 

HOLIDAYS 
FOR SCHOOLS AND YOUTH 
ORGANISATIONS our River Wye Cen­ 
tre, Tan Troed Adventure Centre, Brecon 
Beacons National Park, and our River Ar­ 
deche Centre provide an inexspensive 
introduction to Canoeing for school 
party groups. Write now for our 1974 
colour brochure: P.G.L. Adventure 
Holidays, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire. 
Tel: Ross-on-Wye 3311. 

Always 
mention CANOIING 

[u]ffiIBillll~~~ 
when answering Advertisements 

INSTRUCTORS 
CANOEING INSTRUCTORS required 
U.K. and France for short or long periods 
March-October 1974. Apply: P.G.L. Ad­ 
venture Ltd., Personnel Appointments, 
Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire. 

ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL - BRADWELL 
FIELD STUDIES AND SAILING CENTRE - 
CANOEING INSTRUCTOR-Applications are in­ 
vited from suitably qualified persons for this 
post. The appointment is from l st April 1974 
until 31st October 1974. B.C.U. Coach or 
Senior Instructor Award desirable. Salary - 
£108.00 per month (free board and lodging 
when on duty). Application forms and further 
particulars available from: The Warden, Brad­ 
well Field Studies & Sailing Centre, Bradwell 
Waterside, Nr. Southminster, Essex. 

~ffll~~~~ ClASSlf 110 
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=11/l:/lc::J ARE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THEIR 11NEW11 ALL STAR 

VRFBLA.ZE/l, 
(FOR THE DISCERNING SURF 

CANOE RIDER) 

£43·00+VAT 
COMPLETE WITH: BUOYANCY, 
TOGGLES, FAILSAFE FOOTREST. 
NEOPREEN SPRAYDECK TO 
SUIT £6.00 + V.A.T. 

FASTER, QUICKER ACCELERATION, MORE 
MANOEUVRABLE, BETTER 'RAIL' THAN EVER BEFORE 
AVAILABLE IN SURF CANOE DESIGNS. THE 'SURF 
BLAZER' HAS BEEN DESIGNED & DEVELOPED BY THE 
COUNTRYS VERY BEST SURF CANOEISTS. 

FOR FULL DETAILS OF THE "SURFBLAZER" AND OUR COMPLETE 
RANGE, INCLUDING THE OLYMPIC AND WORKS CHAMPIONSHIP 
MEDAL WINNING HAHN Cf s C2' s and Kt' s 
SWIFTS, SOAR VALLEYS, BATS ETC. UflC:J PLEASE WRITE TO -rrKln Fibreglass Products, 76 Dale Road, Spondon, Derby. 

ll<!fl~ Tel. llkeston 3155 or Derby 674108. 

SEE US AT THE 1974 
INTERNATIONAL 

BOAT SHOW 
EARLS COURT 

I 

BUILD YOUR OWN KAYAK FOR 
AS LITTLE AS £14.50. 
CHOICE OF 4 DESIGNS ... 

IBR All lilASSIIBRE MATERIAlSJ KAYAK KITSJ AND 
MBUlD HIRE CHEROKEE- Racing Double to ICF specifications. Designed 

as a Long Distance craft but also is suited to fast double 
STRAND GLASS offer the widest range of glass fibre 
materials and resins of top quality, yet at the most 
competitive prices. 
MOULD HIRE - specially designed kayak moulds for 
amateur construction use are available for purchase or on 
hire. Throughout Britain countless youth clubs, schools, and 
individuals have used Strand Glass Moulds to produce kayaks 
of high quality. 

touring. 
APACHE- Slalom Kayak to ICF specifications and now used 
in the lower divisions of ranking slaloms. 
PAWNEE - Touring Single Kayak giving safe canoeing on 
rough or flat water. Ample room for use in canoe camping. 
PAPOOSE - Bath 'Polo' Kayak. Short manouvreable kayak 
for the growing sport of Canoe Polo, also highly suited as a 
fun surf boat. 

strand glass co ltd 
109 High Street, Brentford, Middlesex. 
Tel: 01-568 7191 (10 lines) 

Britain's largest glass fibre and resin stockist. 
London, Birmingham, Bristol, llford, Manchester and 
Southampton. 

35 

PLUS - BCU ESPADA YOUTH K1 

r------------------~ O Please send medetailsofyourmould hire service I O Please send me your full colour brochure on qlasstibre and its uses I 
I I I name I 
I address , 

1------------1 
L••••••••••••-•••--J 
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HOWARTH SPORTS 
27 LIMEFIELD ROAD, Smithills, BOLTON. 
Telephone - Bolton 43777 

CANOE·CAGS 
THE IN JACKET FOR THE CANOEIST 

* 4 oz. Neoprene Backed Sri-Nylon 
* Mandarin Style Collar 
* Velcro Neck and Waist Adjustment 
* Size - Small, Medium, Large 
* Colour - Royal Blue - with White 

Yellow - Black 
Red - White 
Olive - White 

* Alternative Hood to Collar - plus 25p 

PRICE £4.80 plus P & P 15p. 
NEW! OVERT ROUSE RS to Match £3.50 

sleeve trim 

CRASH HELMETS 
OFFICIAL NORTHERN STOCKIST FOR 
A.B.C. HELMETS FROM 
SWEDEN 
* Light, Strong, Comfortable 
* Fully Adjustable Harness 
£2.50 plus P & P 25p. 

Contractors to - H.M. Forces; Education 
Authorities, Outdoor Pursuit Centres. 

0 

K 
SPEZIAL SPRAYDECK 

* 4 oz. Neoprene Backed Bri- Nylon 
* Barrel Shaped Waist Tube 
* Elastic at Waist/Deck Level 
* Personal Chest Adjustment 
* One Piece Shockcord Elastic 

at Cockpit Coaming 
£3.35 plus p & p 15p 

STANDARD DECKS £2.65 plus P & P 15p. 

J<USTOMS DECl<S 
THE ULTIMATE IN SPRAYDECKS. A MUST 
FOR SURFING AND SEA CANOEING. 

Manufactured in: 
* 2.75mm Japanese Stretch Neoprene 
* Non-Ladder Nylon Lined 
* All Seams, Bonded, Zig-Zag Stitched 

and Taped. 
* Elasticated Nylon Piping on Waist 

Tube Edge for Extra Grip. 

TOP SLALOM PADDLERS NOW ACCLAIMING 
ITS WATERTIGHT QUALITIES 

(When ordering state Waist and Chest 
Measurement and make of Kayak). 

PRICE £7.00 plus P & P 25p. 

CANOE CAGS & SPRAYDECKS 
now used by members of GB 
Slalom and Sprint Squads 

AGENTS FOR 
LENDAL PADDLES, SCOTLAND 
STREAML YTE MOULDINGS, GAYBO, PUMA KAYAKS, 
PYRANHA MOULDING:- KT, Slalom & White Water Racers 
Lenda/ Paddles are Sole Stockists for Scotland & N. I re/and 
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EURO /(AYAKS 

CONDOR 
COMPETITION SLALOM 

As used on the 
fantastic Colorado 
and through 
_ mwn- =- Grand Canyon 

summer 1973 

DEMONSTRATIONS AND HIRE ARRANGED ... 

send for brochure - 
and further details: 

-~ EURO HAYAHS 
13 Ravine Road, Canford Cliffs, 
POOLE, Dorset, BH13 7HS. 

SCOTLAND 

WORLD FAMOUS PADDLE 
MANUFACTURER 

COMPLETE RANGE OF PADDLES FROM 
KITS TO TOP QUALITY RACING PADDLES 

JEWELLERY AND TROPHIES FOR CANOEISTS 
FIBREGLASS MATERIALS 

STOCKISTS OF EQUIPMENT FROM 
LEADING SPECIALISTS: 

AVONCRAFT HOWARTHS 
CANOE CENTRE OTTERSPORTS 
HARISHOK STREAML YTE 

VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOM 

LENDAL PRODUCTS LTD 
18/20 Boyd Street, 
PRESTWICK KA9 1 LG Ayrshire. Telephone (0292) 78558 

K TOPCRAFT 
offer 

A COMPLETE RANGE OF 
CANOES & KAYAKS 

including 

VARIANT SLALOM C1 
TK SLALOM KAYAK 
OLYMP SLALOM C2 
SLALOM JUNIOR 

BSCA CADET 
ESPADA SPRINT K1 

and a wide range of Pad dies, 
Ufejackets, Buoyancy Aids, Crash Hats, 

and other Canoeing equipment. 

Topcraf t Ltd. 
324A Birmingham Road, 
WALSALL, STAFFS. 
Tel: Walsall 28329 

37 Canoeing Magazine December 1973 



See these and others in range at the STAND Wff 28 
Boat Show, Earls Court, 2nd-12th Jan. 
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32 Different Designs to choose from 
plus paddles and accessories 

MIRAGE Ill 
LDR K2 

ZOMBIE 
DOWN RIVER 

KADET 
JUNIOR KAYAK 

DELTA C1 
SPRINT CANOE 

TEMPO 
SLALOM KAYAK 

SEND TODAY FOR 
ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOGUE 

OF COMPLETE RANGE 
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