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FOil SlAl/JM fJI T/JUIINC 
A COMPLETE RANGE 

OF GLASSFIBRE & CARBON­ 
FIBRE KAYAKS FOR 

EXPERT, NOVICE OR JUNIOR .... 

SCORPION 3 INTERNATIONAL SLALOM 
KAYAK 

SPRINTER 3 INTERNATIONAL 
DOWNRIVER KAYAK 

KREISEL INTERNATIONAL SLALOM 
KAYAK 

K.W.4. ROUGH WATER KAYAK 

K.W.7. INTERNATIONALSLALOM KAYAK 

K.W. IMP JUNIOR KAYAK 

OPTIMA TOURING DOUBLE 

SEND FOR FULL DETAILS OF 
OUR COMPLETE RANGE 
OF KW KAYAKS - ALSO 
RANGE OF GLASSFIBRE 
MATERIALS FOR THE 
AMATEUR BUILDER 

& ACCESSORIES. 
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Q5(9 INTERNATIONAl CANOES & KAYAKS Q99 

6010. SllVIH. 
BHONlf* 

·• *WON IN KLAUS LEHMANN KAYAKS 

UK AGENTS AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
PAVEL BONE, KLAUS LETTMANN. 
& TONI PRIJON ·CRAFT 
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Travel Light . 
Travel Right . 
Travel Centresport 

For the latest in lightweight tents and 
equipment ... plus a complete selection of the 
finest Canoe Camping, Mountaineering, and 
Outdoor gear, look to Centresport. 

CENTRESPORT 
40 Woodhouse Lane, Merrion 
Centre, Leeds 2. Tel:31024 

TYPE K 
£3-90 
carriage 40p 

A medium priced paddle 
featuring glassfibre 
blades on a shaped 
alloy shaft. 

'De t a i Is of this 
and other 
paddles from: 

0 
NEW KFROM 

JON HYlAND 
42 DIDDINGTON LANE, 
HAMPTON-IN-ARDEN. 
WARWICKSHIRE. 
te I :(workshop) 021-772 7146 

CANDI-GAGS 
THE IN JACKET FOR THE CANOEIST 

:it- 4oz NEOPRENE BACKED BRI-NYLON 
)f-MANDRIN STYLE COLLAR 
1(VELCO NECK & WRIST ADJUSTMENT 
~ COLOUR - ROYAL BLUE WITH YELLOW TRIM 

YELLOW WITH BLUE TRIM 
)t- ALTERNATIVE HOOD TO COLLAR + 25p 
)t-SIZES L.M.S. PRICE £4-50 + pp 30p 

CANOE CAGS & SPRAYDECKS 
now used by members of GB 
Slalom and Sprint Squads 

send for i I lustrated leaflet: 

HOWARTHS SPORTS. 27 LIMEFIELD ROAD, 
Smithills, BOLTON. 
AGENTS FOR,- 

PUMA KAYAKS· LEN DAL PADDLES 
LENDAL ARE HOWARTH AGENTS 
FOR SCOTLAND & N. IRELAND 

CONTRACTORS TO HM FORCES· OUTDOOR PURSUIT CENTRE'S· EO AUTHORITIES 
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BUILD A CANOE 
POLO CANOE KIT £B-4D 

POSTAGE EXTRA 

SLALOM TOURING KIT £~6-DD 
POSTAGE EXTRA 

INTERNATIONAL K.~. £~7-75 
POSTAGE EXTRA 

INTERNATIONAL K.2. £~9-6D 
POSTAGE EXTRA 

15ft TOURING KAYAK MOULD AVAILABLE 
FOR SALE OR HIRE 
INCLUDING EVERYTHING VDU NEED TO 
CONSTRUCT FROM A MOULD 
OROERS OVER £25 CARRIAGE FREE 

§ Strand glass Showrooms at:- 109 High St., Brentford, Middlesex 01 568 9517 § I ' 980 Stockport Rd., Manchester 19. Telephone 061 224 5458 
72 London Rd., Southampton. Telephone 0703 31391 
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BUllDIDli VOUR own CADOE? 
Then· you will need the comprehensive 

range of fibreglass materials that we stock. 
(RESINS 
ALL our resins are of the very 
highest quality and fully comply 
with Lloyds, Admiralty & BISS. FIBREGLASS 

Every fibreglass requirement stocked. 
Mats from 4/61b; cloths from 5d. ft.; 
tape from 1/- yd. Genuine top marine 
quality resins (proprietary brands from 
4/6 lb). Complete kits, carr. free 15/-, 
30/-. Big discounts for quantity - 10 lbs 
resin and over 3/6· 50 lbs and over 3/-; 
100 lbs and over 276; all Incl. hardners; 
over 10 lbs mat 3/9; over 50 lbs 3/6. All 
orders same date dispatch. Add 4d (old 
pence) per lb for cer-r-. Min 3/6 per order. 

GLAS PLIES 
68 PARK ROAD, SOUTHPORT, 
LANCS. TEL= Southport 55460 & 87317 

POST THIS COUPON TODAY 

to GLASPLIES 
68 Park Road, 
Southport, Lanes. 
Rush me your literature & prices. 
name _ 
address _ 

3 N.P. SAE encl. 

LTD SERVICE FOR 
ALL CANOEISTS 

TOURING 
KAYAKS, CANOES, KITS, PADDLES 

SLALOM 
KAYAKS, PADDLES, ACCESSORIES 

D.I.Y. 
KITS, PLANS, MATERIALS ... 

___,KAYAKS_ PADDLES_ K/TS_ LIFEJACKETS_ AND ACCESSORIES 

~~--~~~ ~---------­ ~~ ~ LT{) I 9,TTERSPORTS Ltd., Brunswick Place, Northampton. 
Please send me FREE, your Illustrated Catalogue. 

BRUNSWICK PLACE, NORTHAMPTON I NAME....................................... I 
COMPLET~~ phones mos & 39161 I A~.~'."'.ss : : : : : : : : : I 

I FOR ALL CANOEISTS I c. M. • • • • . . . . .. • • • . . . • . . . . . . . .. . . . .. .. . . . . I ~-----------------------------~ 5 Canoeing Mugazine May /971 



THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF 
BRITISH RACING & TOURING KAYAKS 

GLASSFIBRE RAW GNAT MK3 MATERIAL SERVICE SLALOM AND 
Resin from 12112p per lb GP KAYAK . 
E Mat from 22 p per lb 
Glass Cloth from 15p per yd 1 ADVI NTURIR 
SUBA WET SUIT I TOURING 

DOUBLE SERVICE I 

I BLIZZARD Materials and Kits 

NEW CANOE TRAILERS, I WHITE WATER 
KAYAK ·v BARS, ROOF RACKS 

I 

MINNOW NEW RANGE OF PADDLE 
KITS. SLALOM, TOURING, JUNIOR 
AND L·D KAYAK 

COMPLETE RANGE OF UGHTNING~ ABOVE KAYAKS ACCESSORIES, PADDLES, RACING Kl .· AVAILABLE ON OUR LIFEJACKETS, CRASH HATS ... KAYAK a 1 MOULD SERVICE 
WRITE FOR THE AVONCRAFT 1971 BROCHURE CF KAYAKS, WET SUITS, LIFEJACKETS, 
PADDLE KITS, LENDAL PADDLES, GLASSFIBRE SERVICES, BUILDING ~ TERIALS. 

:~ENTs FOR PA~DL~s 1 ( Awe•uaair1r 
30 CAVAN ROAD, REDBOURN, Nr St ALBANS, 
HERTFORDSHIRE. tel= Redbourn 2303 

"' 
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Would you believe 
AOUAOUIPMENT 
have a better way 

Simple-to-follow assembly instructions 
enable the novice to produce a 
professional-looking wet suit first 
time-easily. 

The extensive range of AQUAQUIPMENT 
low-cost kits is designed and 
produced to meet the need for a wet 
suit at a cost that all can afford. 

Send for illustrated 
brochure/price list. 

(CM) 69 HATFIELD ROAD, 
ST. ALBANS, HERTS. 
Phone St. Albans 50662 

LEADERS IN THE BATTLE FOR A LOWER COST WET SUIT 
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DEAR SIR ... 

Canoeing Magti=i11e May /97 / 

Much time is spent in all canoeing circles dis­ 
cussing safety. Any organiser of any event must have 
a good conception of the dangers to which his com­ 
petitors wi 11 be exposed. Presumably an event does 
not become 1Ranking' unless the organisers prove 
that they understand this responsibility. 

For the sake of the safety of the competitors 
takingpartintheThamesrace, I feel that the negli­ 
gence or perhaps thoughtlessness of the organisers 
should be reported. The river was flowing danger­ 
ously fast, particularly for canoeists unused to fl cod 
conditions on the Thames. 

Theorganisershadobviouslynot given any spe­ 
cial thought to this matter. Junior paddlers were 
instructed to turn round the suspension bridge above 
Teddington lock. However, on reaching the lock, 
the marshal I shouted to competitors to turn early. 
The position he chose to turn them was particularly 
dangerous. They were turned across the front of a 
bank of moored motor cruisers, in the fastest part 
of the current. One K2 was swept under the moored 
boats and smashed, others narrowly escaped. 

The fact that no-one was drowned w.as pure I uck, 
three experienced rowers were drowned on the Tha­ 
mes on the same day. It would not have taken very 
much time or effort for the organisers to inspect 
what was likely to be a dangerous turn, to change 
the course slightly and to brief the competitors 
accordingly. Luckily the marshal Is had seen the 
danger, and by the time the juniors turned for the 
second time, they had moved the turn to a safer 
position downstream. 

I prefer not to give rny name. No personal slight 
is meant to the organisers of this race, but even so 
I feel the complaint is valid. 

Yours faithfully. 

The above unsigned letter, bearing a London 
postmark, was received by •canoeing Magazine' a 
few days after the Thames Long Distance Race and 
refers to an incident that happened on the Junior turn 
below Teddington Weir. 

I myself was at this spot, but arrived just a few 
minutes after the K2 had come to grief. Certainly 
the turn at the point level with the Teddington Lock 
Roi lers was a dangerous point - although from the 
marshal Is I understand it had been suggested by the 
Lock Keeper. Making the turn from the left hand 
bank, paddlers came out of slack water into a racing 
current that was four foot above normal, and with 
three banks of moored craft on the right bank some 
twenty yards below the Roi lers and restricting the 
width of the river, there was barely safe distance 
for a K 1 to turn let alone a K2. The turn was eventu­ 
ally moved down still further to level with the lock 
gates which was a much safer point. 

While the marshal Is at this point may have been 
right in fol lowing the Lock Keepers advice in moving 
the turn, I feel in such cases, when conditions are 
obviously going to be difficult, an EXPERIENCED 
canoeist of the organisers should have inspected 

Continued overleaf 
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the turn. My own opinion is_that the turn at the Roil­ 
e rs was more dangerous than at the original point. 
The weir at Teddington has the main flow on the right 
bank with a generous flow on a curve from the left 
bank. Thus the water is moving from left to right 
across the river. Had the paddlers turned, coming 
uptheslackwaterinsidemooredcraftof the left and 
the Lock Island, to a buoy five yards above the Tedd­ 
ington Lock Bridge, thewaterwouldthen have push­ 
ed them mid-stream and giving some eighty yards of 
clear water before coming on moored craft on the 
right bank. 

Thank goodness we do not have many accidents 
in canoesport. Certainly over the last few years the 
standard of paddling has gone up considerably, but 
this should not make us complacent or unaware of 
the dangers of our sport. The Thames Race, being 
early in the year and on a big river, is one of the 
few that can produce very dangerous conditions, and 
other than the Thames Clubs, few Junior paddlers 
are experienced at paddling on such fast flowing 
water. 

YOUTH 51Al0ffl 
liROUPS 
report by Chris McAllister 

There has been no shortage of keen young new­ 
comers to the twin sports of slalom and wi Id water 
racing in recent years. In fact with the development 
of canoeing in schools and the home-made glassfibre 
slalom kayak, the influx of young talent has been 
tremendous. It would be sad to think that much of 
this talent could be wasted and lost through lack of 
suitable training facilities, means of travelling to 
rough water, and the right atmosphere for training 
and coaching. Eighteen months ago an idea was con­ 
ceived of setting up youth training squads. The 11top 
boys" (and girls too) in First Division Slalom were 
beginning to benefit from membership of the National 
Training Squad, and it seemed that the benefits of 
squad training might be shared to great advantage 
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if they were offered to young paddlers throughout 
the country. When John Fazey and Alan Harber took 
on the job of training the 1972 Olympic Slalom Team, 
the time seemed just right to start looking out for 
the young paddlers who would form the backbone of 
the 1976 Olympic Slalom Team. However, the soph­ 
isticated thinking behind the idea of youth training 
squads took a long time to catch on, and to date only 
three of these squads have been approved by the 
slalom committee as efficient and eligible for grant 
aid. These are the Hampshire Squad, the Weald 
Squad, and the Bradford Squad. 

Each squad should be open to selected young pad­ 
dlers who I ive within easy reach of the squad's base. 
The Squad should be run by a committee of compe­ 
tent and responsible adu I ts, one of whom wi 11 handle 
the squad's finances and the other, responsible for 
the squad's training programme, should hold the 
BCU Award of Slalom Coach. Each squad should 
have the means of providing transport for squad mem­ 
bers and should be in touch with local authorities as 
a source of grant aid. 

In the autumn of 1970 the Slalom Committee took 
the next step, in announcing that a youth team would 
be sent to at least one International abroad in 1971 . 
Mick Colgan was invited to become manager of a 

national junior team. A junior paddler is one who 
is 15 or over and has not yet reached the end of the 
year in which his eighteenth birthday falls. It was 
recommended that at First Division Slaloms and ran­ 
king River Races a prize be made avai I able for the 
top junior, in each class, and paddlers who were 
juniors should be noted on entry cards and results 
sheets. It would now be readily obvious who the up­ 
and-coming juniors were, the Selection Committee 
and the Youth Team Manager could watch and assess 
their progress. 

It has now been decided that the event to which 
the junior team will be sent will be the Vir Slalom 
in Czechoslovakia in July 3rd. and 4th. Any boy or 
girl interested in being selected should write to the 
Team Manager, M. H. Colgan, 252 Leeds Road, Fag­ 
ley, Bradford BD2 3JU (Tel. 639253). 

A Youth Training Camp is being held in Derby­ 
shire between July 18th. and 25th., under the 
supervision of John Fazey, and the National Youth 
Slalom Championship will be held at Gr-andtu l Iy on 
August 30th. Entrants must belong to First or Second 
Division. 

The Slalom Committee hopes that the response 
to the Youth Programme will be enthusiastic. 

The two Sues - Sue Sumegi (left) from Canobalas Canoe Club and Sue White­ 
brook of 11 lawarra Canoe Club have both just turned 11-years of age. They are 
competing in the Uriarra Slalom organised by the Lilli Pi Iii Club at Easter. 
In Flat Water Racing they pair together and at present hold the under 11-years 
tit le. 
Photo: Frank Whitebrook. 
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the month 
ahead 

~ LONG DISTANCI 
JULY 
11th ORWELL RACE SA 13PO/JA8PO Detai Is: 

M. Lane Esq., Hazeldell, Elton Park , 
Ipswich, Suffolk. (ORWELL CC) 

17th TRENT RIVER, SB 1 0P2/ JB 1 0P2 Detai Is: 
C. Gray, Esq., 26 The Poplars, Rectory 
Road, West Bridgeford, Nottingham. 
(NOTTINGHAM CC). 

25th BOSTON RACE, SBl 5P4/JB9P3 Detai Is: 
F. Royle, Esq., Westend, Benington, 
Boston, Lines. (BOSTON CC) 

AUGUST 
1st EXE ESTUARY RACE, SAB11P2/JAB 

11 P2 Detai Is: C. J. Leach, Esq., 41 Old 
Tiverton Road, Exeter, Devon. (EXE - 
TER CC). 

~SLALOM 
JUNE 
27th 

27th 

WOMENS TRAINING WEEKEND (inter­ 
mediate). Detai Is: Miss P. Maynard, 44 
Billy Burns Lane, Wombourne, Wolver­ 
hampton. 

WALSHAMLOCK, O/N.Detai ls:B. Ingram, 
Esq.,F lat 2, Hindover, Marlborough Road, 
Woking, Surrey. (WOKING CC) 

JULY 
4th 

11th 

CHESTER WEIR, O/N, Details: E. P. 
Jones, Esq. , 43 Morton Road, BI aeon, 
Chester. (CHESTER CC) 

READING FESTIVAL, O/N. Details:D.W. 
Riley Esq. ,Reading Youth Comm. 21 Cra­ 
ver Road, Reading. (WARREN CC) 

18th MA TLOCK,3rd/O. Detai Is: J. Fazey Esq., 
3 Park Road, Buxton, Derbyshire, 
(BUXTON CC) 

27th THISTLEBRIG, 3rd/N. Detai ls:D. Cut­ 
hill, Esq., 2 Merchiston Bank Avenue, 
Edinburgh, EHl 0 SEO. (FORTHCC) 

~SPRINT 
JUNE 
26th WORTHING REGATTA. Detai Is: N, J.Tri­ 

cker, Esq., 59 Twitten Way, Worthing. 
(WORTHING CC) 

JULY 
17th WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP TRIALS, Nott­ 

ingham. Detai Is: Sprint Racing Com. 

18th NOTTINGHAMREGATTA.Details:C.Grey, 
Esq., 26 The Poplars, Rectory Road, 
West Bridgford, Nottingham. (NOTTING­ 
HAM CC). 

24th BOSTON REGATTA. Details: F. Royle, 
Esq., Westend, Benington, Boston, Lines. 
(BOSTON CC). 

25th NATIONALCHAMPIONSHIPS,K4 io.ooo--. 
Detai Is: Sprint Racing Com. 

~ YOUTH IVINTS 
JULY 
18th NORWICH. Detai Is: L, Harmen, Esq., 12 

Blakes Court, Sprowston Road, Norwich. 
(AVONCRAFT YOUTH SERIES) 

~COURSIS 
SCOUT /vs and GUIDE CANOE COURSES at the 
Long ridge Centre and covering al I aspects of the 
sport. Ful I detai Is: Ass. Warden, NSBC Langridge, 
Quarrywood Lane, Marlow, Bucks. 

CANOE COURSES, both for beginners and advanced 
paddlers, organised by CCPR/BCU at Bisham Ab­ 
bey, Marlow, and Plas y Bren in, Snowdonia. Detai Is: 
CCPR 26 Park Crescent, London, W. 1. 

CANOE COURSES, basic, sea, and canoe camping, 
at Bowles Outdoor Pursuits Centre, Eridge, Nr 
Tunbridge Wei Is, Kent. 
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RDYAl llAMINGTDN SPA CC 
When the club was formed at Leamington and 

Percy Blandford spoke of the 1Leamington Canoe 
Ctub! at the inaugural meeting, the mayor of those 
days put him in his place by saying it was to be the 
1Royal Leamington Spa Canoe Cf ub! , making it only 
the second canoe club with •Royall in its title. Now, 
18yearsafter, the present mayorhas declared open 
their third clubhouse, converted by their own labour 
from a derelict fire station near their last head­ 
quarters in Adelaide Road, with lawn and lauching 
ramp into the River Learn. 

Most other clubs would regard this as real lux­ 
ury, with a main clubroom large enough for a dance, 
and changing rooms, boat house and other faci I iti es 
all under one roof. 

The club has always been rather more than just 
another provincial club, having produced many lead­ 
ing paddlers and three BCU officials are from 
Leaington. They have always benefited from close 
co-operation with the authorities.The local council has 
always treated the club as one of the amenities of 
the town, and this has been reflected in the respon­ 
sible attitude adopted by the club. 

WATIR RICRIATIDN 
There is now a 11tidal wave " of demand for water 

recreation facilities, said MrE I don Griffiths, Par­ 
liamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department 
of the Environment, when he visited the Cotswold 
Water Park in Gloucestershire during May. 

MrG.riffiths, who wasunveilingplaques at Fair­ 
ford and South Cerney for the winners of Sand and 
Gravel Association BrewisTrophy RestorationAwa­ 
rds, said: 11Water sports of al I kinds are enjoying 
a great boom at the moment. Take sai I ing as one ex­ 
ample. The Royal Yachting Association had under 
900affiliated clubs in 1959. Today they list 1,550, 
And they reckon that a 1970 census shows that 
1,800, 000peoplenow take part in sailing or recrea­ 
tional boating. Compare this with 225,000 in 195911• 

He added: 11Other water sports paint a similar 
picture. Since 1948, canoe clubs have leaped from 
a mere dozen to over 350 with about 100, 000 devo­ 
tees. ·Rowing clubs have doubled. Water skiers total 
nearlyl 70, 000. Sub Aqua counts 40, 000. And then 
there is angling - almost certainly enti tied to c I aim 
Canoeing Magazine May /971 

the biggest fol lowing of al I - about 2. 8 mi I lion peo­ 
ple, of whom at least half are reckoned to be re_gu­ 
lar, weekly participants." 

11To meet this tidal wave of demand for water 
amenities, we need to expand the facilities. That is 
what the Government is now seeking to do - by open­ 
ing up the reservoirs and the canals and the rivers 
to more recreation. And here at Fai rford, you! re 
helping. 11 

MrG riffiths said he was delighted that the Cots­ 
wold Motor Boat Racing Club were buying the lake 
with the help of a grant from the Department of the 
Environment, thus ensuring that it goes on being 
used for recreational purposes. He was pleased, 
too, that the range of activities on the lake was be­ 
ing extended to include water ski-ing and angling. 

The two Brewis Trophy Award winners are Mes­ 
srs Hi I ls of Swindon and Kingston Minerals. The 
Awards are given by the Sand and Gravel Associ a­ 
t ion for the best examples of restoration and after' 
use of worked out gravel pits. 

llADIR WANTID 
The Old Town Boys• Club in Croydon, Surrey, 

is after a voluntary instructor to run their canoeing 
section. The club has a number of craft including 
2 Klepper Jets, 1 SL 7, 1 Sports Dipper, and 1 
Kayel two-seater. Amongotherassets is a mini-bus 
with boat rack and towing bar, use of a trailer and 
6 other single kayaks, and an Outdoor Centre at 
Storrington, Sussex, with one-acre lake. 

Any offers to get this canoeing section going 
should be sent to Tony Harris, Old Town Boys• Club, 
•The Lab! , Duppas Hi 11 Terrace, Croydon, Surrey. 

DINSTDNI WIN TRYlDN BAT 
At the Boarding Schools Physical Education Ass­ 

ociation Conference, held at Uppingham School on 
15thApril, theRiversideCanoeClubofOxford play­ 
ed a Canoe Polo match against Denstone College, 
Uttoxeter. The game was refereed by Alan Byde - 
designer of the Bat, All the kayaks had been built 
by the boys themselves. at a cost of around £7. 00 
each, using material supplied by Trylon Ltd. Den­ 
stone, trained by Keith Clark, beat the Riverside 
Teamby5goals to 4 and won the p r lz;e of a new B~t 
kayak presented by Trylon. The photograph sbows.; 
both teams and their Bats after the match. 
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The new morning brought another fine day, in fact 
in the whole of the two weeks we were to see only 
two clouds in the sky - a very poor day that! This 
fourth day was to bring us once again to Mi I Iau, our 
base site, and the guide indicated that no difficult 
rapids would be encountered. Little did we know that 
ouronlycapsizeawaitedJoebefore lunch! The river 
was now getting quite wide and again shallows app­ 
eared with gravel bars, the cliffs were falling to a 
wide valley of vineyards. Gently leading down, the 
roar of racing water fell upon the sti II air. I could 
not see the rapid, but they always sound far more 
difficult than they actually are. Turning a slight bend 
I could at last see the white water turning away with 
a right bend. From above, it did not seem too diffi­ 
cult and I signal led to Joe that we would run, but it 
was not unti I I was well down the first drop that I 
saw an unsurmountable hazard ahead •••• The river 
indeed turned to the right with just a few white waves 
breaking over we I I covered rocks,but the main stream 
swept right into the left bank, rushing over a fal Jen 
tree trunk across the river, a few metres on hit­ 
ting a great mud bank seemingly at right angles to the 
stream. Surely I could have gotton over the tree 
trunk, but with the full stream behind and only a metre 
tomanoeuvre,not even a top slalomist could have a­ 
voided a head long run straight into the bank I There 
was nothing for it but to bai I out. With almost one 
movement I was out of the cockpit, had the grab-I ine, 
was pulling my kayak to safety shallows, and waving 
Joe to make a portage. 

Later in the mo ming we came upon another rapid, 
wel I hardly a rapid but a very shallow place where 
the water trickled over a gravel bar and the main 
stream was blocked by another fallen tree. Here I 
decided to portage just a couple of metres over the 
bar and drop into the deep water leaving the tree to 
the left. I indicated to Joe to portage and was just 
pushing off when I heard a shout behind me. I turned 
to find Joe up to her waist in water and pulling her 
capsized kayak past the tree •••• 

Within a few minutes I was helping her grab one 
or two articles from the river and righting the kayak 
in the shallows. Joe carried all the food on the trip 
-we were going to have a wet lunch! However nothing 
was lost and odd articles were soon drying in the hot 
sun. 

•What happened? It was a straight forward por­ 
tage. r Joe explained that she had not capsized but 
the kayak was caught by the stream and turned over 
byanunderwaterboughof the tree. Still, no damage 
done and we were soon on our way again. The noise 
of another rapid echoed across the water and, turn­ 
ing a slight bend there was a broken weir across the 
river. The main current was to the left and made an 
easy shoot although I hit a couple of rocks. Joe por - 
taged,and on the sti II water below said that this was 
the weir we first looked at and had decided not to 
shoot! The morning wore on and soon we were basking 
on the bank after eating lunch. The day had so far 
been quite exciting. But gone were the high cliffs 
and signs of civilisation became more apparent. 

Early after lunch we were off again down the clear 
blue river. We passed small villages and then down 
a long stretch where either bank was thickly wooded. 
Every so often small rapids appeared in which we 
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Part 3 

liORliES 
DU 
TARD 
3 part series- story and photographs by 
Mil<e Clari< 

Canoeing Maguzine May /971 



On down the river, the scenery as 
spectacular as ever, but now the 
great cliffs begin to lower and we 
are nearing Millau. 
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GORGES 
DU 
TARD 

could take fun but now nothing was difficu It. The River 
Tarn meandered on its way, the sun turned our skins 
brown, and life seemed very pleasant. We had not 
gonemorethanakilometre before the familiar sound 
of a rapid came over the water. Slowly appr-oacb lnq 
the top to have a look - by this time we shot almost 
anything on sight and did not bother to get out to have 
a look, as the guide indicated nothing of importance 
- I waved to Joe for a shoot. The rapid was on a 

--right tum for the first drop and then went sharply 
to the left, disappearing around some high bushes on 
the centre island. As I shot off the first fall I let the 
current take the kayak round in the eddy to face up­ 
stream to watch Joe take the fal I. Just as I turned 
up-stream I caught a quick glimpse of a fallen tree 
round the bend and decided before continuing to have 
a look. Joe took the rapid and swept down beside me ••• 
That quick glimpse was certainly very fortunate for, 
just after the bend a great tree was right across the 
stream and impossible to pass! Had one continued at 
full tilt from the first fall, it would almost certainly 

have resulted in a badly damaged kayak, The portage 
wasbackupthefirstfall and across the great gravel 
barbetweentheislandandtheleftbank. On the River 
Tarn we did not see another single canoeist touring 
the river (although a number of paddlers were on the 
river just above Ste. Enimie at a French training 
centre) and thus such obstacles as these fallen trees 
were not cleared or marked. Also it would seem that 
the river undergoes severe flooding during the winter 
months, forwe saw evidence of flood debris at many 
places and some forty feet above the water level ••• 

The water was now beginning to cloud a little and 
soon we we re running sma 11 rapids on the outskirts 
of Mi I lau. These smal I rapids taken in the afternoon 
on the Tarn were a little difficult, not due to the de­ 
gree of water, but to the sun. The river runs east 
to west and once the sun had reached its highest point 
we were then paddling into it. Thus the white water 
turned to a sheet of bright reflection and to spot the 
best route down or even avoid the many rocks, was 

Montpellier-le-Vieux, high on the plateau 
we looked down on a fantastic landscape 
of rock pinicles jutting above thickly 
wooded slopes of canyons and gorges. The 
place is certainly worth a visit. 
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almost impossible, while actually getting out to have 
a look at each piece of broken water was just not 
worthwhile. I just left a few flakes of glassfibre on 
the rocks! 

The water turned to a milky green in colour and 
the day finished with the usual car collection from 
the previous nights campsite. We were at Millau once 
again and on the following day we planned a break 
frompaddlingand visit some of the interesting sites 
surrounding the Tam Valley. 

For our sightseeing tour the morning was again 
bright, but was the first and only day of the holiday 
that we were to see clouds. After a late breakfast 
and a short shopping expedition into Mi llau, we took 
the D 110 road to the south of the town and climbed 
the high cliffs heading for Montpel lier-le-Vieux, a 
high plateau area from which we could look over a 
numberofvalleys. Thisplateauhas landscape almost 
beyond description and is a famous tourist attraction. 
Great formations of rock jutt into the sky amid densely 

wooded slopes and canyons. Rock arches and bridges 
honeycombe the plateau and a trip to this place is 
certainly worthwhile. There is a wel I worn path 
around this moon-like scape and the whole tour takes 
about 1 ½hours of steady walking (female members of 
a party should not take high heel shoesl).Before we 
started out on the walk we took advantage of the lonely 
restaurant where we obtained a fine meal at very low 
cost, washed down with a litre of local wine. It was 
wel I that I did not have to drive for some time! After 
this walk we took to the car again and headed east 
along the NS96 to L•Aven Armand. This is a very 
spectacular cavern deep in the hi I ls where great 
stalagmites reach from the cave floor and many smal I 
stalacties hung from the walls and roof. While on 
theArdeche we alsovisited such a cave but this Aven 
Armand was far superior to it. The cavern is some 
196 metres at the deepest point and the authorities 
have put in colour I ights to give an effect of a wonder­ 
land. The cave, first discovered in 1883 by E.A. 
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Above:Chateau le Brousse above the 
village that holds its name. 
Right: Monique, our pretty third member 
on the trip, making her first efforts 
at canoeing - a little serious at first 
but later really enjoying it. 

Martel who considered a descent too dangerous with­ 
out assistance, was not fully explored unti I 1897 
when LouisArmand descended into the unknown depths 
to declare to Martel, •Superbe! Magnifiquel Plas beau 
que Dargi lanll (Dargi Ian is another cave in the area 
of the Tarn discovered in 1880.) Aven Armand is 
entered by lift through an excavated tunnel and is 
open each day du ring the summer season unti I 1 9. 00 
hrs. at an admission price of 6 Francs. lt1s wel I 
worth it. 

After these visits we made our way back to Mi I lau 
taking the gorge road from Ste. Enimie. Later in the 
evening we returned up-stream in a hope of seeing 
some of the beautiful vi II ages illuminated as stated 
in the guide. However we were disappointed, for al I 
was darkness •••• 

Another day and we left the gorge for the last 
time. Now we transported the kayaks far down river 
by car as the next 70 kilometres were dotted with 
many weirs and barrages causing much dead water. 
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We decided to re-start at Brousse and I left Joe with 
the two kayaks below the bridge there, taking the 
car down to a suitable campsite. This area was des - 
erted and, having found a site, it was only with much 
walking that I at last managed to hitch a lift back, 
there being no buses to help with transport on this 
stretch. During the day we made good progress - 
I only hoped I could remember where I left the car­ 
and the river ran quite fast in places. There were 
many small rapids but now out of the gorges they 
were of minor difficulty. However at one spot, the 
bridge at Lincou, there was marked rocks and waves. 
The roar of fal I ing water came across the river and 
I could just not understand, there was no rapid 
here •••• ? Taking a near centre arch of the bridge 
at some speed I was very surprised to find my kayak 
dropping over a steep rocky fal I onto racing water 
and dangerous boulders below. I waved frantically 
toJoetotakea nearbank arch which offered a safer 
shoot. It would seem that in low water un-marked 
rapids appear on the lower stretches of the Tarn. 
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The early morning sun streaming through 
trees that were fast loosing their leaves, 
the rush of water echoed around this our 
last campsite on the Tarn. 

The evenings! campsite was at Trebas and the mor­ 
ning would bring our last day on the River Tarn. I 
was up andaboutveryearlyforonce. We had to again 
transportthekayaksfirst by car to belowAmbialet, 
for at this point there is a big dam and even at Trebas 
the water was beginning to slow. Also for this day, 
we had a third member and she had to be pi eked up 
from Carmaux. This was Monique, a young girl I had 
met inEnglandandpromisedoneday to take her can­ 
oeing - what bett-er than on her home water! 

By mid-morning I had finished with the car, parked 
it at our take-out point - Les Ava lats - and had man­ 
aged a lift back to Ambialet in a French van. After 
some half-hour of showing Monique the basics of can­ 
oeing, we were off and paddling down an easy flow­ 
ing stream. Of course our 'student' had difficulty in 
keeping the kayak straight but made good progress 
if on a rather irratic line. 

'The river is very kind, 1 I explained, 'it really 
does show you the way to go. See here where there 
Canoeing Magazine May /971 

are smal I waves, see how they break and form a 1v1 
pointing down stream. That's what you must follow. 
Now see where you have a 'v' pointing up towards 
you, there must be a rock and so avoid it. 1 

Soon we were to take our first smal I rapid of the 
day, and now it was Joe1s turn to do the leading, my 
concern being for Monique on her first experience 
of fun canoeing. In fine style we al I took the smal I 
fal Is and white waves. More paddling and later a 
break for lunch on the grassy river bank, the water 
running still pastusandonlythesound of birds sing­ 
ing in the silence. At last it was time to move on, 
but sti 11 Monique seemed to have difficulty in making 
a straight I ine. Maybe it was the kayak! 

Joe was leading some hundred metres ahead when 
she stopped, the sound of racing water coming across 
the river. Yes, a big rapid. Joe took a good look 
from the kayak and off she went bumping down the 
white water, really enjoying the bucking waves - 
the experience of the days in the gorge was beginn­ 
ing to show. I indicated to Monique to close up behind 
me and follow exactly where I led. Okey? And off 
we went. The lead in to the first fall was quite clear, 
a great rock on the right taken close, as in the middle 
of the main stream a white 1v1 up-stream showed a 
slab of rock just breaking the surface. The 'Wild­ 
cat' I was now using bounced down the fal I, now a 
hard turn to the left to avoid rocks in front when, 
from behind me, came a surprised cry followed by 
a splash. Yes, Monique had found that slab of rock, 
the kayak had turned broadside, and the river had 
decided she was to swim! 

I turned my kayak up-stream and stepped out onto 
a large rock pulling the kayak high and dry. Within 
a short time I had emptied the Eau-Vive that Monique 
was using and she came smiling from the water, a 
little wiser and ready to take on the river again. 

After many more smaller rapids and quiet stret­ 
ches, the water really slowed and we were nearing 
the dam at Les Avalets, the end of our trip on the 
River Tarn. Soon the kayaks were out of the water, 
the tents pitched, and tea on the boil. Our evening 
was to be spent at Monl que s! home where her parents 
gave us a splendid dinner - French style of course 
- making a superb ending to a highly recommended 
canoe tour. Late in the night Joe and I crawled into 
our tents well pleased with life, and fell asleep to 
the sound of water pouring over the dam and re­ 
sounding around the site. 

The early morning saw us busy packing al I our 
gear. A heavy mi st hung over the river and around 
our tents. Sun streamed through the trees that were 
fast losing their leaves. Within a short time I took 
one last look at the river, the Tarn on which we had 
paddled some 170 kilometres. I hoped some day I 
would return to this pleasant and beautiful part of 
France ••••• 
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llllECLIBI 
on competitive 
CIIOEIIG 

lONG DISTANCI 
With the Devizes to Westminster over for another 

year, the latter part of April and through the month 
of May our Long Distance paddlers were having a 
busy time with one event after another. 

The Lee and Stort Race held on 1 BthApri I attrac­ 
ted only a modest entry although the Womens Singles 
class saw a larger entry than for some time. Ten 
paddlers here with Helen Woodhouse of the Richmond 
Canoe Club out in front to win by just five minutes 
from Miss Staden of the Exeter Canoe Club. The 
London girls - Kathy Smith, Di Lawler, and Miss 
Woodhouse - al I seemed to run into trouble on one 
of the portages, turning kayaks upside down for the 
re-launch and taking a swim the same time! Surely 
not the way to do it ••.• ? Mick Mean of Royal took 
a close win from Jonnathan West in the Senior Sin­ 
gles, while in the Senior Doubles Oliver/Edwards 
of Lincoln took an easy win from the Royal Canoe 
Club and Royal Signals crews. In the Junior Singles 
14-year old Eric Farrel of Royal produced a win, 
and in the Doubles event Junior Devizes winners 
were out in front by over four minutes of a South­ 
ampton crew. 

The fol lowing weekend saw the Thames Race. 
Here the entry in the Senior Singles was exceptional 
with 36 paddlers, but to some extent this was at a 
cost to the Senior Doubles class where only 13 
crews competed. However the event as a whole pro­ 
duced some fine racing, despite the difficult water 
conditions - commented on in our Editorial. 

As might be expected, both the London Clubs 
of Royal and Richmond did we! I in competing on their 
home water. The Thames Race is a distance of 12 
miles for Seniors and 8 miles for Juniors. As usual 
it was organised by the Thames Canoe Club (pre­ 
viously the Canoe Touring Club of Twickenham and 
who have now moved to headquarters at Hampton). 

In the Senior Singles there was a splendid race, 
Richmond paddler Robin Avery taking the win with 
a time of 1 hr 29min 53sec from club-mate Doug Parn­ 
ham only seconds behind. Third went to Mick Mean 
of Royal and this trio had battled together over much 
of the course. Certainly Mick Mean seemed wel I 
pleased with the event •••. The Senior Doubles event 
-just as last year - produced a really fine race be­ 
tween Royal Canoe Club crews Mark Giddings/Mick 
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Perrin and David Lawrence/Geoff Ti I ford, and the 
Lincoln paddlers of Laurence Oliver/Alan Edwards. 
The three crews closely contested the lead for al­ 
most the whole of the course and, at the last portage 
over Teddington Lock, just three-quarters of a mi le 
from the finish, both Giddings/Perrin and Oliver/ 
Edwards came in at once. The Royal crew made a 
first class portage and jumped into the lead by some 
twenty yards - it seemed they would certainly be 
able to hold that over the Lincoln paddlers. However 
it was not so, they could not hold off the finishing 
cha I lenge of the vastly more experienced crew and 
over the finish just a second separated the two pairs, 
Lincoln taking the exciting win with a time of 1 hr 
29min 56sec. 

In the Womens Singles, Helen Woodhouse of Ric­ 
mond was out proving she was going to be top woman 
this year with another fine win in the class and tak­ 
ing a time of 1 hr 1 Bmin 14sec to complete the 8 mi !es. 
Although Jane Rowse of the Longridge Scout and 
GuideCanoeClub tried to put in a strong challenge 
she at no stage looked like gaining the win from the 
Richmond girl. 

The following weekend - 2nd May - again took 
Long Distance paddlers to another event, this time 
the venue was at Bedford for the Bedford-St Neots 
race. The entry here was very well balanced over 
all classes and weather conditions were at their 
very best. The Senior Doubles made a win for the 
Richmond crew of Avery/Parnham over the Lincoln 
pair. However it was really only a win on paper for 
01 iver/Edwards had broken a paddle down the course 
and took some four minutes in finding a replacement. 
It would certainly have been interesting racing had 
they not had this enforced stop, A great surprise 
of the day here was the win in the Senior Singles 
class on R. Pawlowof the Royal Signals Canoe Club. 
He stormed ahead of al I the favourites - Lawler, 
Bosher, Mean, Greenaway, Taylor - taking the win 
with a very easy style ••••. Watch out for the Royal 
Signals boys this year, they are training hard with 
the Richmond and Royal Canoe Clubs, and going very 
well both over Long Distance and Sprint Racing ..• 

SlAlOM 
On the Slalom front our paddlers have not been 

inactive - a World Championship fast approaching 
and just over a year away the first Olympic Slalom. 
The National Team have had regular training meets 
throughout the winter and the results of this training 
took its first severe test at the invitation Zwickau 
International Slalom in East Germany on 1st/2nd 
May. 

Team Manager Nigel Morley reports .•.• 

•The reason for the trip to Zwickau was to find 
out ifthestandardofthisyears competition had been 
realised. We should have done better, but to beat 
the D. D. R, Team anytime is a tremendous task, not 
forgetting the fact that at Zwickau they were com­ 
peting on their home training water. For the few 
weeks leading up to the World Championships in Mer­ 
ano we must certainly concentrate on gate work and 



1. Start of the Junior Singles event at the Thames 
Race. 

2. Glyn Horton of the Richmond Canoe Club, who 
gained 4th place on the Thames Race. 

3. The two leading Senior Doubles crews coming 
into Teddington Lock for the last portage. 

4. Helen Woodhouse of Richmond, winner of the 
Womens Class and leader throughout the race. 

5. Avery/Parnham through Old Mills on the Bedford 
Race. 

6. Pawlow of the Royal Signals and Royal Canoe 
Club - winner of the Senior Singles at Bedford. 
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speed. But I feel we are sti II in a good position for 
Merano, even though we did not bring back enough 
metal from Zwickau. Our haul was 6 Bronze medals 
- won in both the Mens and Womens Kl Team Event. 

I feel we would have been more successful if we 
had been able to spend a couple more days training 
on the water at Zwickau. If we go again next year 
we will try to accomplish this. The water this year 
was not particularly difficult, but the course was 
very severe. There were no easy gates, and any 
slight error of positioning or entry was magnified 
as the run progressed. 

Our team tactics were wel I thought out and went 
good, but we were just not hitting the gates in the 
centre, in fact the finish was sloppy •••• 

As usual the reception by the D. D.R. was good. 
Al I accommodation was provided, but we had to pay 
for a large proportion of it. No doubt a reflection 
on how we treat their team when they come to our 
Llangol len International. 

Points to note were that the Russians now have 
paddlers in al I classes and greatly improved from 
last year. They wi 11 be at Merano. Also the Poles 
and Hungarians are puttihg a great effort into their 
canoeing and, within a couple of years, they will 
all be a force to be reckoned with. The Russians 
reported "that they have a number of slalom sites, 
and as soon as they have built the facilities ••• we 
shall be invited.1(Editedfrom Nigel Morley's report). 

Nine International Teams competed the event. 
Win in the major classes:-Kl men - Horn, DOR 

250. 9: Team Event - DOR IAI, 328. 8: Cl men For­ 
ester, DOR 298. 9: Cl Team DOR ISi 415. O:C2 men 
DOR 284. 6: C2 Team Event - DOR '.A• 362. 5: 

Kl women - Bahmann, DOR 325. 5: Kl Womens 
Team Event - DOR ISi 486. 6. 

MIKID D-1 CRII 
With the exceptional effort of the Richmond Canoe 

Club crews over the Devizes to Westminster course 
this year, the fact that a mixed crew was racing was 
over-looked in last months r-epor-t , 

Themixedcrew-thatofSheilaBurnett and Colin 
Dickens of Cambridge University Canoe Club - not 
only competed but finished the course. However you 
wi II not find them on the official result sheet, for, 
even after accepting this crews entry fee and know­ 
ing it to be mixed, the Devizes to Wes.tminster Comm­ 
ittee enforced their Eligibi lily Rule 'The race is 
opentoallMALEamateurcrews .. 1 and disqualified 
the pair. 

The pair set off from Devizes at 08. 30 on the 
Friday, camped overnight at Marsh Lock, and fin­ 
shed at Westminster at 17. 20 on the Saturday -the 
time 46hrs 50mins .•••••..• 

It isfelton the D-W Committee that the problems 
are big enough al ready with an ever increasing num­ 
ber of competitors, let alone to introduce females 
into the Race. However this year has shown that 
(didn't we know it!) a woman is quite capable of 
covering the 125 miles in a kayak ••••••• 

AMATIUR STATUS AND 
SPONSORSHIP 

Several enquiries have been received from mem­ 
bers wishing to join expeditions, of which the Grand 
Canyon Expedition is an example, and seeking gui­ 
dance on their position if they accept assistance 
with expenses from commercial sources. 

The problem arises from the fact that a sponsor 
usually wants something in return for his financial 
support. It maybe the display of his name and motif 
on the canoe or track suit, it may be exclusive rights 
on articles, press interviews bringing out· the spon­ 
sors name, news stories and photographs with cre­ 
dits, and so on. 

The relevant Article 26 on Olympic Eligibility 
is very long and covers a wide field, but one clause 
2a, states:- 

11He must not have directly or indirectly al lowed 
his name, his photograph or his sports perfor­ 
mance to be used individually for advertising 
purposes. 11 

In the March 1970 issue of Canoeing in Britain I re­ 
viewed the Amateur Status situation quite fully, and 
members are referred to this article. It is my view 
of the British Olympic Association, that sponsor- 

ship with strings attached violate the Article 26, 
and as this article also covers the I. C. F. and B. 
C, U. anyone accepting aid on such terms would au­ 
tomatically lose the right to compete at home or abr­ 
oad. 

However, we do not wish to discourage indivi­ 
duals andfirms from giving their support to canoe­ 
ists. All that is necessary is that they send their 
donation to the B.C.U. saying what it ls to be app­ 
lied to, and the B.C.U. will administer it and make 
public acknowledgement of the assistance. But it 
must not carry strings implicating the recipient in 
advertising. I am quite prepared to act as the chan­ 
nel through which sponsors can give their assist­ 
ance. 

Members who ignore this advice and accept ass­ 
istance with strings, violating the rule must realise 
that they are finishing their career as amateur spo­ 
rtsmen. It may be argued that an expedition is not 
a competition. It isnotpossibleto separate the two, 
foritisallpart of the sport of canoeing. I hope the 
public spirited sponsors wi 11 accept this advice and 
agree to go forward with their sponsorship even 
though the only r-etur-n wi 11 be a public acknowledg­ 
ment from the British Canoe Union. 

J. W. Dudderidge. 
President of the B, C. U. 
Member of the Counci I of the B. O. A. 

21 Canoeing Mag<i=i11e .\lay /97 / 



~ ,IJ 
GlASSFIBRI f DR All 

Canoesport in Britain owes much of its present 
popularity and exciting growth rate to the do-it­ 
yourself canoeist. Many canoe clubs have built aro­ 
und a backbone fleet of lath and canvas kayaks, and 
the boom in canoeing after the last world war - from 
whichmanyofourclubsstarted - was almost totally 
in this type of craft. From Canoe Clubs to Scout 
Groups, Youth groups and Outdoor Activity Centres, 
al I had this great little boat - the lath and canvas 
kayak. Not only were they designed for the touring 
paddler, but in Long Distance Racing the soft-skin­ 
ned singles and doubles really got the classes going. 

Now of course, the lath and canvas craft is on 
its way out and being fast re-placed with the sleek- 

lined glassfibre kayaks. The first years of this 
'glassfibre revolution' saw only the production of 
these boats b:; commercial manufacture, but within 
the last few years, the glassfibre trend has been 
taken up by the amateur and now many of the B ri ti sh 
canoe and kayak manufacturers offer a service in 
the way of moulds and materials,especially for the 
home bui Ider and many youth groups who are beginn­ 
ing to realise that quite a reasonable kayak can be 
produced at a fraction of the cost of commercial 
models -providing of course that a number are pro­ 
duced from the mould. Glassfibre in amateur build­ 
ing is taking on as big as the old lath and canvas - 
let• s look at a few of the basic principles, a few of 
the things that can go wrong, and some tips for the 
newcomer to glass fibre kayak construction. 
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and open weave. 
2. G lassfibre Cloth tapes - close weave. 
3. G lassfibre Mat - examples of varying 

weights. 
4. G lassfibre Cloth tapes - open weaves. 
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Basic principle 
The basic principle is the use of reinforcement 

material (glassfibre) laid into a mould and impreg­ 
nated with resins. When dry the resulting material 
is both strong and resi II ient, being flexible but hold­ 
ing the mou Id shape. 

Glassfibre 
The basic reinforement is glassfibre. This is 

finely stranded glass produced in various lays of 
material. The most usual is 'chopped strand mat1 • 
Lengths of stranded glassfibre about two or three 
inches are thrown together in a hap-hazard manner 
to produce a sheet of reinforcement. This mat is 
available in various weights - 1oz., 2oz., 1½02., 
and 2oz. -and is used by laying-up laminates in the 
mould, alightstructure-suchaskayakdeck - using 
two laminates of 1 oz. chopped strand mat; medium 
structureforlightweightkayakhull-using two lam­ 
inates of 1 ½oz. chopped strand mat; heavy structure 
- for rough duty kayak such as for use in surf - 
using laminates of 2oz. and 1 ½oz. chopped strand 
mat. Chopped strand mat is avai I able in rot ls up 
•o 70yds and weight is by the square foot. 

Where great stress is to be placed on the kayak, 
such as in slalom or down river racing, or in long 
distance racing over the rougher descent courses, 
the chopped strand mat laminate along does not have 
sufficient overal I strength, particularly if the weight 
of the kayak is to be kept down, thus it is advisable 
to use a second type of glassfibre in the laminate. 
This is glassfibre fabric. 

G lassfabric or glassfibre cloth, is a weave of 
glassfibre strands which are of continuous length. 
The resulting strength becomes obvious in a kayak 
where you have a layer of glassfibre cloth, with 
strands of glassfibre running the entire length of 
the craft, as opposed to the exclusive use of chopped 
strand mat where the longest single strand of glass­ 
fibre is around two inches. A typical laminate of the 
kayak hull would be the use of two layers of 1oz. 
chopped strand mat under one layer of 5oz. cloth 
(glassfibre cloth is in weight by the square yard). 
The use of the glassfibre cloth as the top laminate 
gives the interior of the kayaks a smooth finish. Var­ 
ious weaves of glassfibre cloth, both in close or 
open, areavailable(asillustrated)andcome in rolls 
up to 60yds. Weights are of 2oz., 5oz., and ·Soz., 
per square yard, but the most suitable for kayak 
hut Is is the 5oz. open weave. 

Where butt joint of the deck and hu 11 is required, 
the joint should be made by using a woven ribbon. 
This is material as the glassfibre cloth of open weave 
but from½ inch to 4 inches wide, all other material 
are supplied at 36 inches wide. 

Resins 
The general purpose resins used in glassfibre 

construction and suitable for use in kayak building 
are of a polyester base. The substance looks like 
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treacle and is of a st ight milky colour. Most resins 
are now supplied pre-accelerated (the usual accel­ 
erator being cobalt napthenate solution) but wi 11 not 
set or Igo off' when exposed to the air unti I the hard­ 
ener is added. The hardener can be either in liquid 
or paste form. It must be added 1 part to 1 50 parts 
of resin immediately prior to using. 

The setting of the resin is directly proportionate 
to the temperature of the work-shop. The glassfibre 
wi 11 not •cure' (set or harden) correctly below 60DF., 
and the higher the temperature the quicker the sett­ 
ing time. Setting can also be increased by adding 
1 % extra of the hardener to the mix, but this should 
not be done unti I you have gained experience in wor­ 
king for, the resin will usually only take about half 
an hour before beginning to set, even with a normal 
mix. To begin with never make up more than about 
1 lb of resin at any one time and, if the setting be­ 
gins before you have applied all the resin, discard 
that not used and make up a fresh mix. 

The kayak or article being produced in glassfibre 
wi 11 not fully cure for about a week after construc­ 
tion. Duringthisperiodthekayakistermed as •soft' 
and it should not be exposed to long periods of high 
stress (such as being strapped very tightly on car 
roof racks) otherwise permanent deformation of the 
hut I may take place. 

In the wor-kinq procedure that fol lows, this resin 
wi 11 be termed as 'resin A'. 

Gel coat resin 
TheGel Coat resin is a much thicker substance 

than that used for impregnating the glassfibre. The 
Gel Coat is the first to be painted onto the mould 
andthusitisthatwhich will be seen when the kayak 
is complete. The exposed surface remains slightly 
tackyafterithasset, while the surface to the mould 
sets hard to give the outside of the kayak a really 
gloss skin, again the resin is usually supplied pre­ 
accelerated and hardener must be added before ,using 
in the same proportions as for resin A. 

In the working procedure that follows this resin 
will be termed 'resin B'. 

Colouring pigment 
G lassfibre and resin, when dry, wi 11 produce an 

almost translucent finish but by the use of pigments 
it is possible to produce an attractive or distinctive 
coloured kayak.Colouring pigment-which are avai t­ 
able in a wide range - can be added to the Gel Coat 
and laying-up resins at a proportion of 1 to 14. 

next month ... 
The glassfibre feature next month wi II be devoted 
to the principles of working in this medium. 
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by Ken Robinson 
part 3 

For our next days sport we canoed from just be­ 
low MAYRHOFEN down to ZELL AM ZILLER once 
again, but this time we walked al I the way down the 
river bank first. After all the Itinerary said that it 
wasgradeVandthatweknew was extremely difficult 
water. This time all went well, either Dave HAZELL 
or myself took the lead and canoed down each stretch 
one at a time, keeping within sight and watching each 
other down. The water level had dropped, and when 
eventually we came to the broken C2 fal I we al I got 
out and stood watching it for a while. Now al I the 
rocks were exposed and one had to pick a way ~hrough 
carefully or open up the bottom of the boat. Dave 
HAZELL and I took it successfully but no one else 
wanted to try; so we paddled on back to camp. 

Having thus far spent ten of our eighteen days, 
and wishing to shorten the long journey back, we 
moved on towards SALZBURG and the Autobahn, 
to camp at ST. MARTIN by LOFER on the banks of 
the SAALACH. This was another beautiful spot, and 
at last we had three days almost constant sunshine,, 
When breakfasting each morning I noticed, as the 
early morning mist cleared and the mountains became 
evident, apeciliarfeelingof being surrounded. The 
valleybottomwasfairlyflatandwide, and all around 
the mountains stood up like sentries on guard. 

From here Dave HAZELL, Dave RABBITTS, 
Nei I, Gerry, Roger and I canoed down into Germany, 
pickingupontheway the cockpit combing of a Cana­ 
dian canoe. Someone had undoubtedly come out in a 
hurry and lost his boat, for the spray deck elastic 
was sti 11 intact and the canoe and remaining spray­ 
deck just torn off! We had noticed that there was a 
slalom course in LOFER for the wires that normally 
hold poles for Slalom Gates were sti 11 up, complete 
with finish board, It was beyond our ability to canoe 
down through it, and actually marked in the Itiner­ 
ary as Grade VI or impossible to canoe without ex­ 
treme danger and risk of life. That, the look of the 
rocky falls, and the Canadian cockpit that we found, 
kept us well clear of that stretch (approximately one 
kilometre). Most of the SAALACH offered excellent 
sport however, and varied in grading from II to VI. 
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We covered about 15kilometresofgrade Ill to IV and 
then found a delightful kilometre (graded V) that fell 
1 O metres. (Equivalent to 52 feet per mi le). Along­ 
side this a pathway through the rocks and trees on 
the bank had been made, and this stretch of river 
provided two ful I days excel lent sport. Fal Is of a 
foot or two were continuous for the kilometre, with 
one of over a metre in the middle and one of two 
metres at the end over a man made weir. 

This was the LUFTENSTEIN pass, through 
which a local farmer told us they ran white water 
races down to the Slalom site 5 kilometres down 
stream. 

Nei I, Dave HAZELL, Dave RABBITTS, Charles 
Gerry, and I canoed through in kayaks, al I very wel I 
I thought. Nei I capsized above the middle fal I and 
kept his paddle but couldn't keep hold of his rapidly 
filling kayak. This floated down and wedged above 
the metre fall, firmly held by the water pushing it 
onto a large rock. Muchtomydelight and with cheers 
from the bank I managed to float down to the rock with 
a spare paddle, empty the canoe, get in and take the 
fal I - very exhilarating. Dave HAZELL and I went 
through in white water racing boats, I paddled a ~-::an­ 
adian single down, Dave RABBI TTS and I paddled the 
repaired Canadian double through, there were more 
kayak runs by those who had done them earlier, it 
was wonderful water. Dave HAZELL was delighted 
when he successfully rolled his kayak back up in the 
very rough water just below the centre fal I and the 
only mishap was when Charles lost his kayak and it 
was crushed badly against a rock. It folded in two 
and was not usuable without a new seat and cockpit 
complete, besides repairs to the deck and hull. All 
the canoeists who didn1 t swim out were pulled out by 
use of mooring buoy on the end of a very strong nylon 
rope that Gerry had brought along. 

All this time Jim HYDE who wasn't too happy 
confined in a kayak was muttering that he wished he 
hadarubberboat-he1dgodown then. This prompted 
Dave HAZELL to suggest rubber air beds, LILOS! 
and without further ado the race was on. 
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We entered the water· and paddled against the 
clock over about 600 metres riding or hanging onto 
our Li los, trying desparatel y to get back on and paddle 
again whenever we fel I off. Secure in the knowledge 
that each he lrne te d, I ife jacketed, competitor cou Id 
come to no more harm than bruises -and grazes from 
passing rocks, it was loads of fun. Gerry and I mana­ 
ged it in about 4 minutes (9 kilometres per hour appro­ 
ximately!) with Dave HAZELL, Dave RABBITTS, 
John, Nei I and Jim getting caught in eddies here 
and there and taking up to 7 minutes. Jim had only 
just jumped in at the start when he was washed stra­ 
ight up against a huge rock to spend the next minute 
leveringhimself and his Lilo off again - frustration 
all over his face. It was truly a splendid end to a very 
enjoyable trip, and may have contributed together 
with the oppressive heat during the day to us motor­ 
ing through the night to DUSSELDORF on our return 
(Despite what everyone had earlier said). 

This year the Adventure Training Canoe trip is 
to canoe the SPEY, and then move West, and by in­ 
spection and canoeing provide an Itinerary for the 
as yet unwritten FINDHORN. I'd love to go; but my 
service has come to an end. 

Good luck and good paddling to the party that go. 
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The total cost of the trip was £261 to be divided 
between twelve persons, this included a sum of £20 
for new tyres. 

Thecraftusedwere:C2 - KW Strike: Ct Jay­ 
cee Cobra: 10 slalom kayaks - al I Klepper SL 7s: 2 
KlepperFighter White Water Kayaks. Various pad­ 
dles and crash helmets, life lines and lifejackets 
including Harishok and Lifemaster. 

The camping equipment include: 3 -6 man Single 
tents: 1 Blacks Family tent: 1 Blacks Auto Tourer: 
1 small Ridge tent. 

Being a Service trip the food rations can not 
be detailed other than as 54 - 4 man Compo packs 
(all Y) supplemented by the purchase of local eggs 
and bread. 
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PITCHING TENTS 
Last month we looked at a selection of lightweight 

tents that were particularly suited to the canoe cam­ 
per. Among the six were three distinct designs: The 
Ridge Tent - PCA 101 Tyrol, Escort, and Low­ 
Slope Ridge Klepper Nanga Parbat; The Single Pole 
Tent -Good Companion; The Mountain Tent - Vango 
Force Ten. While each tent has its own peculiari­ 
ties of pitching, there are a number of basic prin­ 
ciples in the pitching of any tents. 

SUITABLE SITE 
First let us look at the site. For good pitching 

this should be as level a's po s s lb le , although a slight 
slope - if of even nature - is quite acceptable. Try 
and avoid pitching in a dip for, particularly in Bri­ 
tain or a country where you are liable to have ad­ 
verse weather conditions, any rain wi 11 lay here and 
you may find your tent sitting in four inches of 
water! Also avoid pitching directly under trees. In 
such places as Southern France or where the wea­ 
ther is very hot, trees may offer a cool tent during 
the day, but where rain can be expected the steady 
dripping !png after any shower has stopped wi 11 keep 
you awake half the night. Carefully go over the 
ground of your site, removing al I rocks, stones or 
dead twigs or branches. Such things can easily pun­ 
cture the ground sheet when you are constantly 
moving around inside the tent. Also they are very 
uncomfortable to sleep on! 

For most canoeists, a campsite is used mostly 
as an overnight stop or at competitions for two nights 
at the most. Wind direction is a big factor when 
pitching your tent, particularly if you are using an 
open-ended fly-sheet. Try to pitch with the wind 
i.deall y hitting the back of the tent or three quarters 
on either side of the back. Shelter from wind can 
be gained from a I ine of trees or low wall of fields, 
while in wi Id places where there is no campsite, 
select the sheltered side of a hill or valley. With 
just an overnight stay or two days there is no need 
to pitch on the prevailing wind but rather wet the 
finger to determine which way the wind is blowing 
at the present time. (On one trip in France, I was 
camped in a fine spot under trees. Real cool man, 
unt i I the Mist rel started to blow up straight into 
the front of the tent! This wind blew two days non­ 
stop and I had to rig the bel I end from my big Klepper 
on to the front of the open fly Good Companions I 
was using ••• ) Thus having selected the site, gone 
over the ground and removed obstacles, and decided 
on which way you intend to face the tent, we are 
ready for the actual pitching. 

Carefully unfold the tent, removing to one side 
the poles and pegs. Keep it on the ground and try 
not to lift the actual tent material - any wind will 
catch this and only cause difficulties - but spread 
out the area of the ground sheet. Now take your 
first pegs and secure through ground sheet eyes 
working first at each corner and pu 11 ing outwards 
on each to lay the ground sheet as flat as possible. 
A securely fixed ground sheet gives a secure tent 
even if you should lose a couple of guys in strong 
wind conditions. Push pegs into full length and then 
go round all other ground sheet eyes - again pulling 
outwards before pushing in peg. From here we go 
to our individual tents ••• It is taken that erection 
of the tents wi II be carried out by only one person 
and I have always found that a girlfriend or too many 
•helpers• only cause confusion! 

THE RIDGE TENT 
First the Ridge Tents - PCA 10, Tyrol, Escort 

and the Klepper (although this is of slightly different 
design, the pitching is the same, save for the spec­ 
ial note). Al I these are of two pole type and so put 
together both sections of the poles. These may be 
of the nesting type or attache'd with cord. (My own 
Klepper Trapper has very many pole sections and 
havefound it a good idea to code each with colours 
for ease in sorting of which goes where). Take your 
first pole and also peg for main front guy, unzip 
the tent entrance and erect the pole in position. 
Now holding the main guy-line run the adjustment 
rightdowntowithinafoot of total, pull out from the 
tent and push home the peg, making sure that it is 
a straight line with the centre of the tent. Any ad­ 
justment of the line should be left until later when 
all pegs are in. Now taking the rear pole and peg 
for rear guy-line, carefully place in position inside 
the tent. With such smal I two-man tents it should be 



carefully unfold tent spread out the area of 
the ground sheet 

secure through ground sheet 
eyes 

pulling outwards before pushing 
in peg 

pulling to tension that will take 
out any dip 

take your first pole 

adjustment made over all the guys 

and erect the pole in position 

small separators on top of 
the tent 
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quite possible to do this without putting your body 
more than half-way inside the tent - boots or shoes 
on the interior of the ground sheet do not help the 
wear of the tent! Around to the rear now and pul I 
out the back guy - again to within a foot of total 
adjustment-makingsureitisin line with the centre 
line of the tent. A line through the rear and front 
pegs and the ridge of the tent shou Id be dead straight. 

Adjustment should now be made of the front guy, 
pulling to a tension that will take any dip out of the 
ridge of the tent. 

The four corner guys can now be pulled out. On 
this the guy adjustment should be at around the mid­ 
dle, for where a fly-sheet is being used the same 
peg for tent and fly-sheet is employed and the full 
length of adjustment would overstrain fly material. 
The comer pegs should be pulled out centre of the 
comer - diagonally from corner to corner.Al I other 
tent guys can now be pulled out and pegs pushed 
home. 

Adjustment should now be made over al I the guys, 
pulling and tensioning until it gives a nice smooth 
appearance to the material. In some cases you may 
find it necessary to remove a peg or slightly change 
its position. In high wind conditions any play on the 
tent material should be avoided, while if rain can 
be expected during the night it is wise to slightly 
slacken off the tent guys, but not the main guys. 

Where a fly-sheet is used (PCA 10) small sep­ 
arators are placed on top of the tent poles along 
with rubber washer or ridge pole. The fly-sheet 
should then be thrown over and the front guys att­ 
ached, then rear and bell end pulled out, completing 
with the side guys. On the PCA 10 these guys were 
of rubber and some adjustment of the tent pegs was 
necessary. 

. KLEPPER NOTE 
The Klepper Nanga Parbat incorporates a ridge 

pole and thus when putting in the first pole it is nec­ 
essary to position also this ridge. As can be seen 
from the photograph,any slight ridge dip is lost with 
this construction and gives a really firm tent • 

Next month .... 
Next month my article wi 11 deal with the erection 

of the Good Companions and the Vango Force Ten, 
plus the packing and storing of tents. 

The Klepper tent was supplied by The Canoe Centre, 
18 Beauchamp Road, Twickenham, Middx. Al I other 
tents were supplied by YI-IA Sales, 29 John Adam 
Street, London, WC2. 

fly sheet should then be 
thrown over 

any play on the tent material 
should be avoided 

any slight ridge dip is lost 
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It may seem that Valley Canoe Products have now 
joined the Espada scheme and that they are manu­ 
facturing Espadas. This is not the case as those who 
buy an Espada from them wi 11 find out. The kayaks 
are made by the Canoe Centre and bear their trade 
mark. ValleyCanoeareactingasagents in this mat­ 
ter for the Southern Firm. 

Registration of Espadas is now going wel I but 
there are two points that need be made. Registration 
forms are obtainable only from the manufacturer 
who made the purchaser1s mould or boat. Stickers 
are now being circulated to those who register 
boats and should be glassed into the boat according 
to the instructions sent with them. 

Espadas are not easy to make. Manufacturers and 
theDirectorhave been emphasising to all they meet 
who enquire about making Espadas that if you are 
newtoglassfibrecanoemaking, you should not start 
with an Espada unless you are able to contact and 
get the help of people who have made racing kayaks 
before. TheDirectorhasputseveralpeople in touch 
with racing clubs for this purpose. He would be ple­ 
ased to find you an expert if you have problems in 
making your Espada. The Director was in Exetera 
few weeks ago and saw a pair of really excel lent 
amateur bui It Espadas at the ExeterC lubhouse.These 
were up to professional standard and down to racing 
weight. Watchoutforthem,theyaremaroon in colour. 

Each of the manufacturers has supplied the Dir­ 
ector with an Espada. The Di rector does not con­ 
sider these to be a private fleet but is making ful I 
use of them to promote the scheme. Examples: 
(a) Two have been lent to the Chester YMCA canoe 
club for a month to start an interest there on their 
marvellous Kl water. It worked, see below. 
(b) Two more have been lent to the Shrewsbury Youth 
Club for a while to promote their interest. The 
Shropshire Schools Canoe Association also have 
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access to these through Wyn Sheryn, their P. E. in­ 
spector. Things should be moving here too soon. 
All four Espadas have had notable public success 
lately. 

1. The Espada that Trylon made from their own 
mould, a bright orange one was paddled in a demon­ 
stration shown on Midland ITV on March 26th. This 
by all accounts was an excellent film, the Director 
was the only one who missed it. It showed David 
Cook in the Trylon Espada trying to catch up Alan 
Edwards in the Canoe Centre Espada and succeed­ 
ing only in just keeping pace with Pauline Squires 
in the Northern White Water Centre Espada. The 
Di rector found that the Try Ion Espada performed 
wel I in the wash made by Alan Edwards and anyone 
who was experienced the sort of wash thatAlan leaves 
behind when he puts his foot on the loud pedal wi II 
know what that means! 

2. Paddled by a 12 year old boy from the Chester 
YMCA Canoe Club, the Ottersports Espada won the 
under 16 class in the Annual Chester to Ellesmere 
Port Canoe Tri al. He had only been paddling a K. 1. 
for a month! 

BSCA 
Since the formation of the British Schools Can­ 

oeingAssociation in the February of 1970, the mem­ 
bership has been steadily increasing and there are 
now 118 affiliated groups. This total is made up of 
23 Local Associations, 34 Individual Groups, and 
61 Associate members. Detai Is of membership can 
be obtained from: Hon. General Secretary, John E. 
Saunder, Education Department, County Hal I, Glen­ 
field, Leicester, LE3 8RF. 

ANY/DEAS? 
TheAssociation is launching a National Compe­ 

tition to find a suitable emblem. Entries are invited 
from individuals, orgroupsofyoung people, who are 
members of an affiliated body of the Association, 
and who have not reached their 18th birthday. The 
design is required to represent the Association and 
may be carried out in any media. Entries should be 
sent to the Publicity Secretary not later than 31st 
July. Theaddress:MrsAnnColins,86 London Road, 
Cadby, Leicester, LE2 SDJ. 

Thewinnerwill receive a prize of an Espada Kl 
and a pair of paddles. 

BSCA NATIONAL RALLY 
TheAssociation National Rally, planned for the 

Whitsun weekend had unfortunately to be postponed, 
but wi 11 now be he Id over the weekend 10th/12th Sep­ 
tember at Quorn, Leicestershire. It promises to be 
excitingandenergtic residential weekend which will 
include various canoeing activities and competitions 
on the River Soar; canoeing films and lectures; a 
visit to the National Sprint Regatta at Holmpierrepont 
and an opportunity to watch or paddle in the Espada 
Kl Youth Championships. 

BSCA SLALOM 
An Association Slalom is being planned for early 

summer and detai Is of this event can be obtained from: 
Bob Castle, 68 Heathfield Road, Croydon, Surrey. 
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WILSON (Prestwiek)Ltd 
167AVR ROAD,PRESTWICl<,AYRSHIRE 
SUPERIOR PADDLE KITS WITH REPLACEABLE BLADES 

relyo 
LIGHT · STRONG · FLEXIBLE 
Sprint/Long Distance/Slalom/Touring Models 

Special terms on quantity orders to Schools, Clubs, Universities, etc. 

re-introducing 
Former Wooden Range-Plus Slalom Paddle . 
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LAY-UP RESIN - Lloyds and BS approved 
3lbs@20p.lb 110lbs@12½p.lb 

101bs@17½p.lb 2751bs@11½p.lb 

551bs@ 15p. lb 5071bs@ 11p. lb 

FIRE RETARDANT RESINS - Gp. per lb extra 

GEL COAT RESINS - Lloyds and BS approved 
Prices as for Lay-up Resins plus 2½p per lb. 

GLASSFIBRE MAT - l st grade 'E' type Lloyds 

and BS approved 

1oz Mat@ 18½p. s/yd 1½oz Mat@27½p. s/yd 

2oz Mat@ 36½p. s/yd Discounts on larger quantities 

2nd Grade Mat - 601bs@ 24p. per lb. 

SURFACE TISSUE - 7p. per s/yd. 

ALL RESINS SUPPLIED WITH HARDENER FREE OF CHARGE 

Carriage charges - 2p per lb, min. 17p. FREE on £35 or over 

MOULDING DEMONSTRATIONS DAILY 

SEND FOR FREE BROCHURE 
CALLERS WELCOME MON-FRI 9-5 SAT 9-12 

PRIMA GLASSFIBRE MATERIALS LTD 
Lower Sunbury Rd. Hampton, Middx. 
tel:01-979 0164 

ADMIRALTY and LLOYDS APPROVED FACTORY 

CADOES 
JC WILD-CAT, EAU-VIVE, CUB 

AND 

CAfflPIDli 
EQUIPfflEDT 

FOR 

HiRE 
full details from 

J.C. CORDING & CO. LTD. 
86 Northbrook Street, 
NEWBURY, Berks. 
tel: Newbury 209 

A sign of quality 
Paddles made by 
craftsmen 

SLALOM 
Constructed of 34 wood laminations 
Shaft; Pine - Ash - Pine 
Blade; Edges of Ash for durability 

Aluminium tip for protection 

Shaft; Pine -Ash - Pine 
Blade; Glassfibre 

Aluminium tip for protection 

TOURING 
Prime selected white-wood 
Five-ply moulded blade area 
Hard-wood tip 

Ferrules; Brass. notched for 
positive connection 

Trade & Export enquires to, 

'MARK GEES' 21, "'fower Road, 
Twickenham, 
Middlesex. 

ENQUIRE AT YOUR STOCKIST tel. 01-892 3635 
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CANOIING 
[u]ffiIBffill~m~ 
small ads. 

Classified Advertisements 
21/2p per word prepaid 
(minimum 40p) 

CANOES & KAYAKS 

FOR SALE -KAYALANGMASALIK sea kayak. Used 
onceonly:£23. Also a P & H BAT: £10. Both with 
spraycover. Tel: Welwyn Garden 25946. 

FOR SALE - OLYMPUS K2 and UK4. Both in good 
condition, offers to D. Squire, 124 Gough Street, 
Wi I lenha 11, Staffs. 

FOR SALE - GLIDER K2, glass. Good condition 
£45. 00 Tel: Sunbury-on-Thames 82485 · 

FOR SALE -UK3, wood/glassfibre, 10 months old, 
excellent condition, with zip spraydeck, £40. 00 
o. n. o. Gibbs, Gilbert Murray Hal I, Manor Road, 
Leicester. 

The 4th Wolverhampton Scout Group has commiss­ 
ioned a G. R. P. company to construct some single 
and double sear touring/general purpose glassfibre 
kayaks. To take ful I advantage of production dis­ 
counts, it is proposed to fabricate a few extra can­ 
oes and to sell them at cost price. For full details 
please contact Dr P.C.O. Roberts, 10 Ramsden 
Close, Selly Oak, Birmingham 29. 

WANTED - AVONCRAFT RAPIDE Mk 4 or similar. 
Good condition. Tel: 01-508 3809. 

WANTED-white water racer; plans for Ottersports 
Angmasalik; we't suit for 14 year old boy: Cameron, 
47 Ravenscroft, Irvine, Scotland. 

EQUIPMENT 

CHASH HELfvE TS - 'Wi lde1 (East German) £3. 25 
plus 25p postage. Robin Witter, 5 Walnut Close, 
Upton by Chester. Tel: Chester 25277. 

CANOE TRAILER - Jig bui It, independently susp­ 
ended high-speed canoe trailers to transport 6, 8 
or 10 canoes. Production mode.ls from £49 ( less 
lights). Tai I or-made models to order. Specification 
and price structure from Peter Roberts Racing, 14 
Aldersley Avenue, Wolverhampton WV6 9HY Staffs 

DRY SUITS 
DRY SUITS: Made to measure at £14. 00. KITS:From 
£7. 00. Sendforsamples and measuring forms from: 
P & H FIBREGLASS PRODUCTS, 76 Dale Road, 
Spondon, Derby DE2 7DF. Tel: Derby 61108. 

WET SUITS 

DOLPHIN 
The NEW name in top quality 

WET SUITS 
DOLPHIN (Wet Suits) Ltd., (CM) 69 HATFIELD ROAD, 

ST. ALBANS, HERTS. Phone St. Albans 50662 

FIBREGLASS 
NEW FIBREGLASS MOULDS:Top quality fibreglass 
moulds with positive locating flange for 'DEFIANT' 
Mk2 and SOAR VALLEY Slalom Kayaks for sale: 
Price £65. 00. Furtherdetai Is: P &H FIBREGLASS 
PRODUCTS, 76 Dale Road, Spondon, Derby DE2 
7DF. Tel: Derby 61108. 

BUOYANCY 

HARISHOK BUOYANCY JACKETS as worn by 
members of THE BRITISH SLALOM TEAM, 
I. C. F. standard. ·Price £5. 60 del. free. Also 
KITS£3. 85measurements and cash with order. 
KANURAK to match in proofed 4oz nylon with 
velcro adjusted neck and wrist bands. Medium 
up to 4011 chest. Large up to 4811 chest. £3. SO. 
From: 22 Schools Road, Manchester Ml 8 8RF. 

HARISHOK 1B1 MODEL personal Buoyancy. 
Designed to fit over dry suits easily. In all 
sizes, yellow or orange. Smal I 2811 to 3611 chest/ 
medium up to 4011 chest/large up to 4411 chest. 
Other sizes to measure. Price for al I sizes 
£6.00. 

BADGES 
CLOTH BADGES - made to your own design, in 
quantities from 10 upwards. Low prices and swift 
delivery. Full informationfromS.A. CORY& COM­ 
PANY, 35b Tooting BecGardens, London, S. W. 16. 

Always mention CAN~HN~ . rJ.lfi\~ I '7JQnl when a_nswermg 
llllUJ.!J ~ W Advertisements 
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FILMS 

THE LIFFEYDESCENT. Film sponsored by Messrs. 
Coca-Cola. Now avai I able for Hi re. No. 16/8. Other 
titlesavailable:ArkansasRiver Race U.S.A. 16/1, 
World Slalom, France 16/3 and 16/4, Llangol len 
International 16/7, plus others in 16mm and 8mm. 
SendfoolscapS.A.E. for Leaflets to: CHRISFILM, 
4 Victoria Street, Wetherby, Yorks. LS22 4RE. 
Tel: Wetherby 3220'. 

Definitive Instructional Films (8mm) of Cl and C2 
technique. Demonstrated by East German and Czech 
experts. Complete with duplicated explanation. For 
sale orhi re. Detai Is: Robin Witter, 5 Walnut Close, 
Upton by Chester. Tel: Chester 25277. 

HOLIDAYS 
FOR SCHOOLS AND YOUTH ORGANISATIONS our 
River Wye Centre, Tan Troed Adventure Centre, 
Brecon Beacons National Park and our River Ard­ 
eche Centre provide an inexpensive introduction to 
CANOEING for school party groups. Write now for 
our 1971 colour brochure: P. G. L. ADVENTURE 
HOLIDAYS, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire. Tel: 
ROSS 3311. 

CANOEING AND SAILING HOLIDAYS 
FOR BEGINNERS 

Instructional classes by the day or week held on 
Loch lnsh and the River Spey between June and Sep­ 
tember. An enclosed safety training area and a fleet 
of junior kayaks and Canadian canoes are very pop­ 
pular with families. When next in Scotland, mark 
down Loch lnsh for a visit. 
Enquiries toCairngormCanoeing & Sailing School, 
Loch lnsh, Kincraig, lnverness-shi re. Tel: Kincraig 
272 

APPOINTMENTS 
LONDON BOROUGH OF NEWHAM 
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES CENTRE, 
HEYBRIDGE BASI~ AND WICKHAM Bl SHOPS, 
ESSEX. REQUIRED l s t September, 1971: 
Teachers of Sailing and Canoeing (two posts) 

Two teachers are required at the Centre, which 
provides residential courses for pupi Is from the 
Borough1s schools and colleges. 
Recognised qualifications in Sailing and Canoeing, 
togetherwith an interest in Field Studies would be 
an advantage. Accommodation and meals would be 
offeredtooneapplicantwillingto carry out extran­ 
eous duties. 
Applicants should be qualified teachers. Salary 
subject to Burnham Scale. 
Furtherdetailsoftheseposts and application forms 
are obtainable from the undersigned. Application 
forms should be returned as soon as possible. 
R. Openshaw, Chief Education Officer, Education 
Offices, Broadway, STRATFORD, E 15 4BH. 
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INSTRUCTIONAl BOOKS 
WEIGHT TRAINING FOR SPORT AND 
FITNESS by M. Fallon. 95p 

CIRCUIT TRAINING by R.E. Morgan and 
G .T. Adamson. 75p 

CANOEING COMPLETE by B. Skilling and 
D. Sutcliffe. £1.60 

LIVING CANOEING by A. Byde. 
£1.95 

MODERN CANOEING by C. Sutherland. 
£1.35 

HOW TO BUILD A GLASSFIBRE CANOE 
by J. Crane. 30p 

{t PRICE INCLUDES POSTAGE 

CANOIING BOOK 
[u]ffiffiill~~[(]~ SHllf 

CanoeingPress 25Featherbed Lane.Croydon. 

DO YOUR TROUBLES 
COME IN THREES? 

LET V.C.P. SOLVE THEM 
THE BCU ESPADA 
BASIC FLAT-WATER RACER 
(£48. 50 complete)* 
*The top quality 3 piece mould version. 

THE NEW VCP CADET 
BASIC W.W. RACER 
(£39. 00 complete) £32. 25 she I Is 

THE SOAR VALLEY SPECIAL 
BASIC SLALOM CANOES 
Mk. 1 £30. 00 complete Mk. II £35. 00 complete 

£24. 75 shells £28. 75 shells 

VALLEY CANOE PRODUCTS 
WOODLEY STREET, RUDDINGTON, 
NOTTINGHAM. 
Tels• Nottm. 69931 & 214092 

34 



~e~~~!?.~ s; 
suitable for Touring, Wi Id Water, 4 Slalom and Sea work. - 

£29 complete,,,., .. '. * 
l.,, wi th seamless construction 
~ on the monocoque principle for 
~ strength. 

~ 
Al ready proved in 
surf, Div 3 slalom, river 
Touring and Sea work. 

Good directional 
stability for 
the beginner. 

OPTIONAL EXTRAS 
SPRAY COVER: - £2. 10. 0 
KNEE BARS: - £1. O. 0 

SHARK1 KITS 
MONOCOQUE BOAT COMPLETE: 
You fit the seat and trim. 

SPECIFICATION £23 Complete with bonding Kit. 
PADDLE KITS. 

Length: 13'6" © PLASCO Beam : 2411 

~:\~~\'. 3~";bs approx. P Blue Gates, Biddulph, Stol<e on Trent. 
Choice of colours, single or two-tone. tel, Biddulph 2342 

BEAVER CANADIAN CANOE 
These Canadian-type canoes combine the smooth sleek lines 
of the traditional birchbark with the construction methods 
of modern technology. Tough, resilient, and needing 
scarcely any maintenance these are canoes to be proud of. The 
hull is a shell of glass fibre with integrally moulded gun­ 
wales and keel to give maximum strength and rigidity. 

PRICE £54•00 

ALSO TOURING KAYAKS, SPORTS AND SLALOM, 
IN GLASSFIBRE, FOLDING KAYAKS AND CANOES, 
D.I.Y. KITS, DESIGNS, PADDLES, FITTINGS, 
MATERIALS AND ACCESSORIES. 

1-------------~1 ,_ To: TYNE CANOES LTD. (Dept.CM) 
• ...:,-.V,~ 206 Amyand Park Rd., St. Mar1aret's, __ . ·~~ ~ I Twickenham, Middlesex. Tel.: 01-892 4033. I -=-=~ .;:_ - -~ Please send me your FREE catalogue. 

_ -~ I ~~-~~:::::::::::::::: .. ~-~~-~~~~::·.·_·.-:::::::::::::::::::: I -~~== L-----------..1 35 Canoeing Maga=ine May /97 J 



THI NDITHIRN 1110 WATII CINTII 
THE VNBEATABlE 

INNSPEZIAL 

The Unbeaten 'INN-SPEZIAL1, used by the 
1969 National Champion. The best Slalom 
Kayak available. Weighs from 181bs. 
Complete £47. 50 

Over 200 paddles in stock - SCHAFFER, 
J. H. KOBER, Slalom or Racing. 

The 1LIFFEY LIFEY1 DE-LUX now added 
to the Liffey Lifey range. Used by top can­ 
oeists. To Scout, I. C. F. and B. C. U. r.e­ 
quirements. Standard £5. 50 De-Lux with 
alloy zip £6. 30 Small, Medium, Large. 
Please give chest size when ordering. 
p. p. 20p 

A new Canoeing helmet for the170s - The 
1CHRISLID1• Stronger, Brighter, Lighter. 
Two sizes Price:- 2. 60 p. p. 15p. 

The ISPADA YOUTH K1 
KAYAKS from £34.00 
MOULDS from £70.00 

plus: seats, rudders, tiller 
bars, spraycovers, buoyancy 
blocks, glassfibre, resins, 
and pigments, etc. 

PLEASE WRITE OR CALL FOR LITERATURE ENCLOSING STAMP 

~ 

~ 

THE NORTHERN WILD WATER CENTRE 
4,VICTORIA STREET, WETHERBY, YORKSHIRE. 
Tel: WETHERBY, 3220 or COLLINGHAM BRIDGE, 3198 

Contracton to: Education Authorities, and forces both at .home and abroad. 
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THE 
SOAR VALLEY 

KAYAK 
A TOP QUALITY GENERAL 

PURPOSE KAYAK which comes 
complete with polystyrene 

buoyancy, footrest, rolling bars, 
stem and stern loops, plus a 

choice of seat widths - 
for ONLY £32.00 
The BEST VALUE FOR MONEY KAYAK­ 
also in kit form for only £25.00 (joined> 

GLASSFIBRE 
MATERIALS 

COMPLETE 
PACK OF MATERIALS 

to build your own glassfibre 
canoe for only £12-25 

p.p. £1-00 extra 
Pack includes: Gel Coat, Resin, Colour, 
Brush Cleaner, Glass Mat, Glass Tissue, 

Release Agent and Catalyst. 

S.A.E. for full details: 

fflOORCRAFT 
9 The Parklands. 
Biddulph Moor. Stoke­ 
on-Trent ST8 7JL. 
Phone Biddulph 8739 

All TIN MATIRIALS IN STOCK 
BUILD YOUR OWN G1f CANDIS 1 
DUR EXPERIENCE Of OVER 1000 : 
TRYLDN CANDIS AT YOUR 1 
SIRVICI 1 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Ox 1 showing Rear Deck Stiffeners 

r--------7 TRYLON LTD. PLEASE SEND ME:- 
• Tl4 GUIDE AND PRICE LIST I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

• "HOW TO BUILD A GLASSFIBRE CANOE" I 
2nd EDITION 
5/- POSTFREE I 

NAME •...•.•.....•...............•...••••••••••••• 

ADDRESS.......................................... I 
·········································· I 

• 129 HIRE OR SALE OF MOULDS 
BAT 8ft. TRAINING and BAT POLO 
OXl 13ft. Jin. LIGHTWEIGHT SLALOM 
TIGER 14ft. FAST TOURING 
ESPADA 17ft. BCU YOUTH Kl 

• T4O BOOKING FORM FOR FREE CANOE 
BUILDING DEMONSTRATIONS 

LNS •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ...J -------- 
• TRYLON Ltd. WOLLASTON. NORTHANTS. 

Telephone Wollaston 275 STD 093-363 275 
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PIRANHA Cl & MERANO 1<1 AS USED BY MEMBERS OF THE BRITISH & DUTCH TEAMS 

JAYCEE GLASSHBRE PRODUCTS 
69 Knights Hill, West Norwood, London, S.E.27 

Canoeing Magazine May /971 
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IT'S A e 

The Canoe Centre brings 
a new era to BUDGET 
Sprint Canoe Racing 

K4 WINNER made under licence in Gt. Britain 
only by The Canoe Centre 

NOW THE WORLD CONQUERING K4, 
DESIGNED BY JORGEN SAMSON, IS 
AVAILABLE TO YOU IN TOUGH FIBRE­ 
GLASS AT A PRICE CLUBS CAN AFFORD 

BE IT COMPETITION OR TOURING 
KEEP IN FRONT WITH A DESIGN BY 

SEND TODAY FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE OF COMPLETE RANGE 

THE 18 BEAUCHAMP RD. TWICKENHAM. MIDDX. 
TEL. 01-892 8979 

MARSH LANE. CREDITON. DEVON. 
TEL.0363-2 3295 

ENTRE <Twickenham) LTD 
Canoeing Mauazin« May /97 / 
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