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Canoeing in Britain is published in March, J1,1ne, 
September and December. by the British Canoe 
Union. Comments, articles, photographs and 
reports are welcomed, and should arrive by the 
10th of the month prior to publication. 

Advertisement copy should arrive by 1st ot 

February, May, August and November for the 
March, June, September and December issues 
respectively. 

Opinions expressed in this mag;1zine arA 
those of individuals and do not necessarily 
reflect official B.C.U. policy. 

Editor: Bill Balmain 
Art: Alan S. Page 
All editorial correspondence and 
advertising enquiries and bookings to: 
BALMAIN NORTHUMBRIA L TO., 
36 St Mary's Place, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7PO. 
Tel: Newcastle (0632) i3444 
Home No. (Editor): (0632) 856388 
Enquiries regarding non-receipt of magazine, 
notification of changes of address and general 
enquiries should be sent, quoting your 
membership number, to the General Secretary. 
The General Secratarv, 
The British Canoe Union, 
Room 315, 
26/29 Park Crescent, 
London W1N 4DT 
Tel: 01-580 4710 
Names and addresses of the principal officers 
of the British Canoe Union can be found on 
the B.C.U. Calendar. 

EDITORIAL 
Durir,g the past month or two - indeed the 
more of our canpeing friends I meet - the 
more I become aware of the many unusual 
stories and incidents which must surely be of 
interest to you. Oliver Cock canoeing at sea 
through a host of migratory butterfl ies, the 
effect of translucent plankton seen by night 
paddlers, strange rivers, amusing anecdotes. 
Perhaps we could build up a page of ~uch 
notes. If you have a comment which vou C<Jn 
condense into a paragraph 9r two, 50 or 75 
words say, let's have them. 

Now folks let's have a break on complaints 
re the lateness of publication. I've put this 
edition to bed on time but if there's a power 
strike; our printer gets held up because I" dock 
strike cuts down his inflow of paper, make a 
bid to get me elected Prime M inister and I 
may be able to help. At 'the moment I'm· orly 
the editor. Please bear in mind Ads should be 
received on the 1st of the month and editorial 
on the 10th of the month prior to publication 
otherwise pub I ication can not be guaranteed. 

As you may note we are paddtinq our own 
canoe re advertising. Keith Wickham has left 
for pastures new and I iaison between editorial 
and advertis\ng must be close. Thanks to so 
many people for their help and of course to 
Keith for his past support and effort. 

GENERAL 
SE;CRETARY'S 
COLUMN 
Members of the Union will, I am sure, learn 
with regret that Mrs. Barbara Boyer will soon 
be leaving vs - even thouqh it be for the best 
of reasons ~ she will have been with us for 
just about 2½ years, during which time she 
has contributed-a great deal to the efficiency 
of the office. We wish her and her h usband 
joy in their family. · ··- 

Will all correspondents please note that 
we are ha\/ing 'iiravl! trouble witt, postal 
deliveries and be particularly careful to write 
the office address correctly and legibly. 
Unfortunately even this· does not g\jarantee 
correct delivery but it doeshelp. 

Finally, may we wish all our members and 
readers the compliments of the season and the 
best for 1973. · · 

. . D.P-.H.T-W., 
General Secretary 

Cover Picture: 
Mike Jones loading up a ·45 on the [!lue Nile. 
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NEW TOURING SINGLE FROM 
THE CANOE CENTRE 

ROTHMAN CONSULATE 
INTERNATIONAL 1972 

by Rodney Witter 

This year's Rothman Consulate International 
Canoe Slalom was clearly a splendidly 
organised affair. First and foremost one must 
give credit to Keith Wickham for the 
excellent work he did in bringing together all 
the threads of organisation so successfully on 
the qav, to produce such a well organised 
slalom. • 

The entry list had been looking very 
slim for some weeks before the competition, 
partly, no doubt, as a reaction to the excessive 
amount of travel I ing and competition 
undertaken by all competitors in the months 
before the Olympics. However, Keith was 
able to obtain the reigning World 
Championship team and the Olympic silver 
medallist, Norbert Sattler, from Austria. This, 
together with a trip to Holland the weekend 
before the lntetnational by Chris McAllister 
to drum up further entries, ensured wide 
international support. The l'rish sent a very 
substantial team of some twenty paddlers. 
Unfortunately their newcgmers were not quite 
up to the standard we have come to expect 
from the Emerald Isle, and made the 
competition look rather, as some observers 
remarked, like a multi-lingual first and second 
division slalom. 

If the" competition was not one of the 
best we have seen, the organisation left I ittle 
to be desired: the new organisers' approach 
was in evidence everywhere. Firms were hired 
to provide timing equipment, to supply radio 
links, to erect floodlighting and, most useful 
of all - to put up a proper cabin for control. 
All this led to a slickly run affair which was 
most noticeable when one watched the 
television broadcast the following weekend. 
In the past the cameras have chopped and 
changed from person to person, with the 
viewer left bemused as to what it was all 
about, or who was leading whom. This year 
only one team or crew Was on the course at a 
time during the telerecording, leaving the 
producer free to follow each paddler or team 
right through from top to bottom. Skilful 
editing later produced a coherent story of 
four or five C2 runs disputing their event 
and about the same number of kayak teams 
battling it out for their honours. An 
additional advantage was the elapsed time 
ticking away in the corner of the screen. 
This was ust.Jally updated with the addition 
of penalties whilst the competitors were still 
in camera at the finish - not even the 
television from the Augsburg Olympic course 
managed that! The finished proqrarnrne ran 
for about 40 minutes, showing the C2 
individual runs and the kayak team events, 
and must be judged the best bit of slalom 
television yet shown in this country. 

As for Saturday's events, it was a pity 
that the only real international competition 
was in the men's kayaks: the junior team 
event had to be incorporated with the Senior 
kayaks, whilst in C2's the only foreign pair 
was the van Stipdonks from Holland who 
put up a game show. The women's team 
event was won by Britain from scratch 
teams and a couple of Irish trios, whilst in 
the C1 team event, Britain took the first 
two of four places from a good West German 
team and a_ lashed up international team. 

The kayak team event was a different 
matter however, providing an excellent 
competition disputed by sixteen teams. The 
favourites were, of course, the champion 
Austrian team of Sattler, Schlecht and 
Pressimayr. However they didn't hit form 
and it was left to a German club team 
(containing the junior paddler Steffen Trach 
no less!) to win by a mere two tenths o/ a 
second from Britain's best - the B team of 
Mitchell, Thomas and Swallow. This close 
result was clearly brought out on television. 
With the Germans already having recordecj 
237.6 clear, the British team was seen dashing 
through the final few gates, clear UP to that 
point, with the clock ticking away nearer 
and nearer to 237. The third man, Mike 
Thomas was seen reverse ferry gliding between 
the last two, staggered, gates to ensure 
clearing them but allowing the clock to reach 
237.8 as he crossed the line. Such is the 
unfairness of television that one can say of 
poor Mike 'if only he had gone direct 
between those gates at least two tenths 
would have been saved', 'whereas in honesty 
we know that the run rnav have equally 
been lost in 'other places down the course by 
any of the trio. 

Came Sunday and the Junior and Senior 
Kayak events were disputed together with 
the C1's and women's kavaks, In the C1's 
last year's bronze medallist, Sepp Schumacher 
was the winner in 257.3 with the ex East 
German paddler and current world silver 
medallist, Wulf Reinicke in second place 
with 261.3: Third was Great Britain's Rpwan 
dsborne in 263.1. The women's competition 
was won by Pauline Squares-Goodwin (Britain) 
with 257.2 from Margared Nutt of the USA, 
currently working in Britain, who had 261.8. 
Third was the Dutch girl Ria van Stipdonk 
with 272.2. 

The premier event, the men's kayaks was 
won predictably enough by the Olympic 
silver medallist, Norbert Sattler, with a 
splendid clear round in 200.4. Second was the 
British paddler, Mike Thomas, also clear, with 
211.2, whilst third was Ray Calverley with a 
totat of 217.2. 

Perhaps the most encouraging of all the 
events at the competition was the junior 
kayaks in which Britain took the first four 
places. In top position was Alan Edge with a 
clear round in 204.2 - good enough to have 
giver, him second place in the senior event, 
ahead of all the British paddlers. Second was 

Chester's Nicky Wain with 217.3 whilst third 
was Robert Hignell in 227.3. These juniors are 
beginning to reap the rewards of all th€ hard 
work put in by themselves as a separate group, 
and by their manager, Mike Colgan. These 
will be the people we will be looking to if we 
are to select an Olympic team in 1976. 

The prize giving had been in some danger, 
owing to the loss of the special Llangollen 
medals - stolen when my car was broken 
open the week before the competition. 
Fortunately the day was saved by John 
Woolley who was able to rush through a 
batch of the special B.C.U. general purpose 
medals which have been in preparation during 
the year, but would not have otherwise been 
ready in time. National Anthems were not 
played th is year at the medals ceremony, a 
locally produced fanfare being substituted. 

So the prizes were distributed and the 
competitors departed for their ferries carrying 
with them, we hope, memories of another 
successful Llangollen International. Certainly 
it was successful as far as the British paddlers 
are concerned: the best ever publicity for 
slalom, the best ever British organised event 
and surely a substantial profit to the coffers 
of the Union. 

WI LL THE SLALOM 
COMPETITION STAY 
IN THE OLYMPIC 
PROGRAMME? 
This question was under discussion already in 
Augsburg and Munich. 

The first Olympic Canoe Slalom was 
undoubtedly a great success and impressed 
visiting members of the International Olympic 
Committee. However, they were disturbed at 
the high cost of the Augsburg Course and 
expressed doubts whether some cities awarded 
the staging of the Olympic Games could 
provide such a course. 

It will now lie, in the first place with the 
Organising Committee of Montreal, and the 
President of the I.C.F. accompanied by the 
Chairman of the I.C.F. Slalom Committee 
are to visit Montreal before the end of 1972 
to study the situation and give their expert 
opinion on the possibility of arranging 9n 
Olympic Slalom in the vicinity of Montreal, 
and without the need for constructing an 
artificial course. If the inspection satisfies 
them that it can be done, a request for it will 
be presented to the I.O.C. by the I.G. F. 
supported by documents, and the Organising 
Committee will be given every support. In thi~ 
situation all National Federations will be 
asked to give their support so that' this 
spectacular branch of canoeing shall stay in 
the Olympic Games Programme. J.W.D. 
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Llangollen International Canoe Slalom 
The British 'A' Team of Men K 1 Team on the 
top of the Mill Fall at the L/angollen Inter­ 
national Canoe Slalom. 
Photo: Canoeing Magazine. 

..• 

Norbert Sattler, Olympic Silver 
competing on the Town course at the 
L/angollen International Canoe Slalom where 
he easily gained first place. 
Pl-Joto: Canoeing fl,1arwzine. 

- - ••• 
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CORRYVECKAN WHIRLPOOL 
This event took place on 14th and 15th 

October and at the time of going to press I 
have yet to learn of the outcome. 

This expedition with basic party and 
guest canoeists must nave been one of the 
strongest canoeing groups to visit the area. 

I was looking forward very much to publishing 
the story of the St. Mary's College Advanced 
Sea Expedition 1972 - its objective to record 
on film the world's second largest whirlpool 
'Corryvreckan' at various stages of the tidal 
flow and also to circumnavigate Scarba off the 
west coast of Scotland. 

The whirlpool is caused by three major 

factors: 
1. The speed of the tidal streams through the 

Gulf (up to 8.5 knots). 
2. The associated strong eddy currents. 
3. The very uneven nature of the bottom 

(depth in the middle varies from 96 ft. to 
over 720 ft.). 
At certain stages of the tide a roar of water 

from the gulf can be heard some five miles 
away . 

Perhaps in our next edition we may have 
a short article for you. · 

•• 

C 
- 

- 
It's 0.K L.o.ds. -the.;1 tell me it.)s o.11 downhd \ <'ound the next heo.dlo.nd ! 

CYMRU CANOES 
A new name in the canoeing world offering a 
complete outfit ready for use. Supplied in a 
wide range of colours, polyurethane built-in 
buoyancy, adjustable foot-rest, end loops and 
toggles, paddle and spray deck for £40.00. 
Individual deck designs to order. 
THE CANOE (BASED ON THE P & H FIBREGLASS 
'SWIFT') IS SUITABLE FOR BEGINNERS, SCHOOLS, 
YOUTH CLUBS. IN FACT, ANYONE WHO WANTS TO 
CANOE ON LAKE, RIVER OR SEA. 

CYMRU CANOES, 

BRYNIAU HILL, 

LLANDUDNO, LL30. 

Telephone 0492-77067 
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WE.PROUDLY ANNOUNCE ~HE OPENING O.F OUR NEW FACTOR~ AND, 9 7 2 
SHOWROOMS AT WELWYN GARDEN CITY 

Our stock of Canoes, Kayaks, Paddles, Lifejackets, Glassfibre Raw Materials and Accessories, 
etc., are the most comprehensive and competitive in the London and South East area and 
customers are welcotne to our over-the-counter service. 

OUR RANGE INCLUDES:- TOURING, SLALOM, RACING AND WHITE WATER KAYAKS 

LARGEST MOULDS AND KIT SERVICE TO SCHOOLS, COLLEGES AND 

RECOGNlSED ORGANISATIONS IN THE U.K. THESE INCLUDE THE VERY 

POPULAR "GNAT Mk 4" SLALOM G.P. KAYAK, "MISTRAL" TOURING 

SINGLE, "SUPA BAT" BATH BOAT, "ESPADA", ETC. 

GLASS MATERIALS, TOP QUALITY RESIN FROM 121/zp per lb. 
E MAT. 1 oz from 14p per sq yd 

1½ oz from 2ip per sq yd 
2 oz from 28p per sq yd 

'DIOLEN' from 40p per sq yd 

'SUBA' WET SUIT KiTS AND MATERIALS IN TOP QUALiTY SMOOTH AND 

SHARKSKIN NYLON LINED NEOPRENE. SHEET SIZE 10' x 4'. 

PADDLE KITS FROM £2-25. 
COMPLETE RANGE OF RACING PADDLES FROM 'LENDAL' 
ALSO SLALOM PADDLES. 

4 oz NYLON NEOPRENE QUALITY SPRAY COVERS FOR ALL KAYAKS 

FROM £2-75 each. 

NEW TRAILERS FOR 6-8-'10-16 and 20 CANOES. 

ROOF RACKS & 'V' BARS. 

A COMPLETE RANGE OF BUOYANCY AIDS AND APPROVED LIFEJACKETS. 

A HOST OF OTHER ACCESSORIES 

AGENTS FOR PADDLES 
BY:~ 

Send for our fully illustrated catalogue 

AVON CRAFT 
BURROWFIELD WELWYN GARDEN CITY 
HERTFORDSHIRE Telephone: Welwyn Garden City 30000 
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VALLEY CANOE PRODUCTS will be rnovinqsoon to custom-built premises on the banks 
of the Trent, and at the same time become ·v.C.P. llMITED. The company will be divided 
into several divisions, four of these will· be ·of particular interest to the paddler! 

1 CANOE DIVISION 
ALL OUR USUAL RANGE,_INGLUDING: 
*SOAR VALLEY SPECIAL Mk I '. ' 
*SOAR VALLEY SPECIAL Mk Ill 
"a.s.c.«. CADET 
*B.C.U. ESPADA, VENOM, SURF-SHOE, ANAS ACUTA 
PLUS NEW DESIGNS ALREADY UP OUR SLEEVE 
*Available as shells (just add seat and footrest, etc. yourself) 

2 MOULD & MATERIAL DIVISION 
MOULDS FOR THE SOAR VALLEYS, THE.CADET, & ESPADA ON HIRE OR FOR SALE. 
MATERIALS FOR BUILDING NOW ON TdTAL ORDER DISCOUNT - 

5% OFF ORDERS OF OVER £ 25-00 
10% OFF ORDERS OF OVER£ 50-00 
15% OFF, ORDERS OF OVER £100-00 

5 CANOES FOR LESS THAN cso.oo -10 CANOES FOR LESS THAN £9-00 EACH!! 
SAME QUALITY - POSSIBLE ONLY BECAUSE OF BULK PURCHASE AND CAREFUL PRICE 
NEGOTIATION. 

SPECIAL SERVICE FOR.LIGHTWEIGHT CANOE BUILDING 
(Experienced builders onlv): 
DON'T FORGET- ALL THE TOOLS FOR BUILDING TOO: INCLUDING OUR FAMOUS 
H-SECTION FOR JOINING OUT OF THE MOULD. 

3 ACCESSORIES DIVISION 
TABS, TOGGLES, LIMPETS, CHEVRONS, FAIL-SAFE FOOTRESTS, SKEiGS, PADDLES 0~ ALL 
TYPES, CRASH HATS, TRACK SUITS, POINT-FIVE DOWN-FILLED GAR~.•S::NTS, S.Z. SANDALS 
Just everything you need! 

4 FRENCH DIVISION 
V.C.P. & KAYAK CLERMONT WILL COLLABORATE TO OFFER CANOES IN FRANCE FOR 
GROUPS OF PADDLERS. 

YOU PLAN YOUR GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL HOLIDAY IN THE CENTRAL MASSIF. 

WE DELIVER YOUR CANOES,TO YOU,R EMBARKATION PdiNf. 
. (' . 

ALSO CAMPING GEAR IF REQUIRED -PLUS ALL ACCESSORIES AND NEW CANOES ON SALE 
'ON THE SPOT'. 

Writefordetails: v.e.P. ·WOoDLEY ST .. RUDDINGTON., 
TEL: 0602 214092 • • · ,, .·NOTTINGHAM 

8 
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1972 
PRESIDENT 
J. W. Dudderidqe, O.B.E. · 
l::ION. TREASU.RER 
E. J. Owen 

Retires 
This year 

ELECTED MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 
C. E. McAllister 
C. M. Bothwelt 
G. Sanders 
J. Spuhler 
J. M. Woolley 
J. A. Brig_ht 
R. N. Castle 
A. D. Harber 
C. B. Manton 
R. Witte·r , 
' ' ' NO~INATED MEMBERS.Of THE COUNCIL 

Natipnal Coaching Committee 
Sprint Raci'ng· Committee 
Long Distance Racing Committee 
Slalom Committee 
Sailing Committee 
Touring Committee 
Scottish Division 
Northern Ireland . . ' . 

Next year 

" 

Next year 
Next year 
Next year 
Next year 
Next year 
This year 
This year 
This year 
This year 
This year 

C. E. Quaife and J. E. D. Travers 
R. W. Emes and R. J. Jones 
C. Baker and B. Piuthero 
Miss·M. 'Bellard and R. Witter 
A. Hassell and P: Wells 
E. B. :ratty and R. F. Tyas 

J. Mac I nty,re 
CO-OPTED MEMBERS OF THE COUNCiL 
Editor of Canqeing"in Britl!iri ,< 
National Youth Officer 

W. Balrnain 

CHAIRMAN OF STANDING COMMITTE!=S OF THE COUNCIL 
General Purposes •, , · ,· -' R. f:. Tyas 
Competitions · • ,., • J. M. Wqplle,y 
Access . •· J. W. Qudderidge 
Publications • "',': P. C. A.-Hogers 
Finance, · J. W. Dudderidge 
National Exhibition P. Wells· :. 

._, • I 

CHAIRMAN OF TECHNIC,1\.1: COMMITTEES 
National Coaching . · " ; ·: G. Sanders 
Sprint Racing ' • A. Sowman 
Long Distance Ra~irig '· _,: · 
Slalom · 
Sailing 
Touring 
General Secretary , 
Assistant-Secretary . 
Director of Coaching ,. · 
Part-time National Coaches 

A. D. Harber 
P. Wells 
R. i=. Tvas 
D. P.H. Tudor-Williams 
Mrs: Barbara Boyer · 
0. J. Cock · 
J. Fazey, C. Hare, C. E. Quaife, 

~- A,,'. Gray 

•M ' 

,( 
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membership 
1970 1971 197;1 % increase Full 4002 4049 4511 c. 11½% Youth 1341 1062 1369 C. 29% 

Family 495 406 621 c. 53% 
Total 5838 5517 6502 c. 15% 

These figures are clearly well up on 1971, the great rise in Youth and Family members being 
particularly interesting. 

Despite several affiliated bodies failing to rejoin for various reasons, the total number of 
affiliated members continues to rise. · 

1970 
381 

1971 
402 

1972 
414 

supplies department 
Overall turnover for the year was somewhat more than £2,000 - a slight increase over the 
previous year, mosttv due to the inevitable rise in prices and costs. 

h.q. staff 
Mrs. Boyer continues to do sterling work and has been of inestimable value to the Union, not 
only during the interregnum immediately following the tragic death of Major Tomlinson but also 
as a vast fund of knowledge and precedent for his successor, without which the dislocation 
would have been even more severe. · 

It is worth mentioning that although the Coaching Scheme is now separately catered for 
administratively, the number of enquiries and calls for advice - reflecting the huge increase in 
the general public's interest in the sport, and corresponding to an actual increase in total member­ 
ship of nearly 1,000 - is rising all the time and sometimes results in delay in dealing with 
individual queries, etc. This is regrettable, but in a period of rapid growth virtually inevitable. 

international affairs 
The Union had continued to play its part in the wider development of our sport through the 
International Canoe Federation. Members serving on the I.C.F. Board and Technical Committees 
for Slalom, Sailing, and Propaganda have had an active year, and at the Congress held in Munich 
were re-elected for further terms: our President for 4 years as Representative for !;:urope; two 
Council Members Messrs. Spuhler and Wells for the Slalom and Sailing Committees respectivelv. 

national affairs 
Members of the Union have rendered service on the Central Council of Physical Recreation and 
its several Committees for Coaching, Outdoor Activities, Sports and Games; on the Council and 
General Purposes Committee of the British Olympic Association; the Committee of the Roya! 
Society for the Prevention of Accidents; the Corps of Canoe Life Guards; Regional Sports 
Councils and their Water Recreation Committees; the National Water Recreation Committee; the 
Water Recreation Committee of the Association of River Authorities; Committees of River 
Authorities; The British Schools Canoeing Association and innumerable regional and local 
organisations concerned directly or indirectly with the promotion of water sport (Ind water 
safety. 

The National Canoe Exhibition held at the Crystal Palace over a two day period proved a 
great success and the attendance figures broke all records. The Chairman of the Sports Council 
attended with his family and toured the Exhibition before presenting the trophy for Canoe Polo, 
the Final of which he watched. 
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access 
The Access Committee and its team of negotiators have had a strenuous year working in 
co-operation with Regional Sports Councils for the promotion of multiple use of all available 
water by agreed programming. Many meetings have been held in all parts of the country but the 
results have not been uniformly encouraging. In a few regions there are some indications that 
limited agreements may be achieved in due course, but too often the gains have been non-existent 
or minimal due to unwillingness of the anglers to co-operate. 

During the year a canoeist was sued for damages for using his canoe on water over which an 
angling club owned the fishing rights. They lost their case but took it to the Appeal Court which 
reversed the judgment, and this has put at risk the users of a very large proportion of our popular 
canoeing rivers. The judgment has been a severe blow to canoeing and may have serious results in 
many branches of our activities. 

annual report of the national coaching committee - october 1972 
The Coaching Scheme has continued to develop throughout the country, and now there is only 
one small part of the United Kingdom which is not covered by a Local Coaching Organiser. 
Tribute is paid to the untiring and continuous efforts of our Area and Local Coaching Organisers. 
The great increase in the number of Proficiency Tests taken demonstrates one aspect of their 
work and indicates that people know where they can come to seek assistance in their canoeing. 
It is also interesting to note the numbers of people who enrol as members of the Uriion when 
they take their tests; we hope to achieve even higher figures in the future. 

Courses have been run at all levels throughout the country. Satisfactory numbers have enrolled 
in the Scheme; though with the closure of the rank of Instructor, we could have wished that more 
of these had up-graded themselves to the new rank of Senior Instructor. 

Figures of Courses and Tests are now given below:­ 
Training for Senior Instructor and Coaches 
Assessments for the same 
Assessments for Tests in Advanced Canoeing 
Canoe Life Guard Training and Assessment 
Proficiency Certificates issued 

Advanced Certificates issued 
Senior Instructor qualified 
Coaches qualified 
Senior Coaches elected 

23 
24 
14 
4 

1,653 of whom 520 were already 
members, and 195 (or 12%) 
were enrolled as members. 

41 
304 mak ng a total altogether of 509 

14 mak ng a total altogether of 66 
9 mak ng a total altogether of 20 

The appointment of John Fazey as part-time National Coach with special attention to 
competition is already beginning to have an effect upon this side of our sport. 

He and David Cook, Director of the Espada Scheme, have planned a scheme of certificates and 
awards for this class which will come into operation in 1973. The Espada Class grows steadily in 
canoes registered. 

In addition, the national coach tor competition has devised a scheme tor the creation of 
slalom and racing coaches at all levels. This has been accepted by the National Coaching 
Committee and by the specialist committees concerned. Already some experimental courses have 
been run, and we may expect to see the scheme in proper operation this coming year. 

Because of its general interest and importance the report of the Safety Committee appears 
elsewhere in this issue as a separate item. 

sprint racing 
An Olympic year is always a year of tremendous effort for competitors and officials, but this 
year competitors had the advantage of being able to compete on the new course at Holme 
Pierrepont which gave more professional racing conditions. 

Although the results of the Games may have been a little disappointing the Committee sees 
that the course will help raise standards and draw foreign competitors to this country for 
competition. 

In addition, the Espada Project has assisted in giving strength to the base of the triangle and 
many Espada paddlers have shown promise for the future. 

Administrators and Coaches are urgently required, a role that many past competitors could 
admirably fulfil, in order that this branch of the sport should retain its momentum. 

11 



long distance racing 
Long Distance Racing continues to grow at a brisk pace, forcing change on the system. This year 
saw the introduction of the "a" classes in the K 1 and K2 events, a system whereby the sheep and 
the goats are separated to their mutual advantage. This has met with wide approval from paddlers 
of all standards. 

The growth in the variety and number of events has caused us to open a Great Debate on the 
structure of the ranking race system. We have reached the point where the present system groans 
under its load. Great change is in the offing. 

The National Championships have attained a long sought stability. We have now held them 
two years consecutively at Worcester and we intend to keep them there for the next few years. 
This year we were again able to welcome several foreign teams, and received a virtuoso 
demonstration of the art from the Richmond B team. 

Although thwarted by local politics in Spain this year, our international teams have produced 
very creditable performances. The increase in international events is, however, imposing a great 
burden on our top paddlers and team managers. There are openings in both these areas for the 
right people. 

slalom and wild water racing 
In 1972 Slalom was featured in the Olympic Games for the first time and a superbly well­ 
prepared team represented us on the specially-constructed artificial slalom course at Augsburg. If 
we were unsuccessful in bringing home the 'coveted honours, our Junior Stalorn Team, touring 
France, Austria, and Yugoslavia proved that their successes in 1971 were no mere fluke; they 
brought home a number of medals and trophies. In Wild Water Racing we sent teams to Monschau 
and Bourq St. Maurice who had been specialising in this branch of the sport, and their perform­ 
ance bodes well for the next World Championships. 

On the home front 1972 was the year when slalom entries reached an all-time record with an 
estimated 576 paddlers competing at an event at Matlock in July. Although accurate figures are 
not to hand, most of the slalom events held at Novice and Third Division level have been over­ 
crowded and the Slalom Committee must now consider ways and means of re-organising the 
divisional system to defeat this overcrowding. 

sailing 
John Biddle won the Bronze Medal at the World Championship, Oxelosund, Sweden. Standards 
in international competition have risen steadily in the past few years and the efforts made by the 
Swedes in particular to improve their performance are now showing results. They well deserved 
to take the Gold and Silver Awards. 

The B.C.U. Sailing Committee is developing a programme to improve our own standards as 
obviously the haphazard methods of the past are no longer good enough. A weekend training 
session held at Cal shot Outdoor Activities Centre under the direction of John Biddle, and using 
such aids as a video recorder was a step in this direction. 

The Junior Sailing Canoe is also under development in conjunction with the British Schools 
Canoeing Association, the B.C.U. Coaching Committee and the National Schools Sailing 
Association. The successful launching of this scheme would be of immense value to the future 
development of this branch of the sport. 

touring 
The touring information service continues to be well used. The number of enquiries about 
foreign as compared with home touring continues to increase, and interest in Scandinavia as 
against alpine areas and Yugosiavia appears to be developing. There is no sign that members wish 
the B.C.U. to recommence organising meets or holiday tours. 
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corps of canoe life guards . 
This year has seen development of new techniques, traininq weekends at Aberavon and Lyme 
Regis and a tremendous amount of hard work by all units, Close liaison has been established with 
other rescue services. In particular with the Surf Life Saving Association, It is hoped that this 
may in time become a very close partnership with members of each unit being trained to assist 
the other, thus producing a more efficient combined rescue service. Perhaps in due course other 
rescue organisations will see the value of joint efforts and also welcor'ne closer liaison. 

Our newest units at Southend and Christchurch have both lived up to the highest traditions of 
the Corps. Between them they have been called on to attend a number of incidents and at least 
five lives have been saved. Christchurch members have logged 750 patrol hours during the holiday 
season. VVeymouth too have carried out regular duty patrols and escort of long-distance swimmers. 

It seems clear that where Corps units operate fatal swimming accidents have almost 
disappeared. 

'canoeing in britain' 
Our magazine Canoeing in Britain has made its quarterly appearances though due to forces 
outside the control of the Union or the Publishers (i.e, the direct or indirect effect of various 
national strikes}, some issues have been rather delayed. 

In the region of 7,000 copies per issue have been distributed and the presentation and content 
has attracted compliments as well as controversy. We express our thanks to the Editor and his 
Staff. 

insurance 
The volume of business is slightly up on last year, but the need for re-printing has meant that the 
B.C.U. profit will not show a corresponding increase. However the commission for insurances 
arranged still provides a useful source of income for the Union. . 

Some changes were introduced early in the year, with particular r.egard t_o the payment of 
claims for total write-offs, where the damage occurs du,rjng a competitive event, but it Is too 
early yet to see what effect this vyill have on the total claims picture, 

A scheme was also introduced this year for Third Party Only cover, and a few members have 
taken advantage of this, although those with full comprehensive cover on their canoes have this 
extra cover incl uded. . . 

Some Club Public Liability policies have been arranged as in .previous years, but it is 
increasingly difficult, if not impossible,. to interest the Companies with whom we have A9ericy 
agreements, to quote for personal accident. holiday travel, etc. insurances, as they consider 
canoeing to be an extremely hazardous sport! 

films 
Commission on I ibrarv films is· up by 75%, partly due to it havinq been the first full year at 
increased hire charges but largely to the introduction of three new f1lr('ls in the latter half of the 
British Film lnstitute's year - "Wild Water Champions", "Bi9 Sport with Small Boats" ahd 
"Kayak" - and of "Competition" late the previous year. Sale of loops is down by 44%. 

acknowledgments 
We wish to record our appreciation of the help rendered by the Central Council of Physical 
Recreation in the administration of our Coaching Scheme and the National Canoe Exhibiti@n; to 
the Wardens of the Activity Centres who have provided facilities for courses and competitions; to 
the Sports Council for its support, encouragement and financial aid; to Commercial enterprizes 
who have assisted by sponsorship of our internationa! compatitionss to the British Olympic 
Association for its technical and financial assistance to our-teams during their preparations and 
competitions; to the multitude· of members who have devoted time, energy and money to 
promoting the many branches of 01,Jr activities, and· to our Staff in Headquarters and in the field 
of Coaching. 

Qi, behalf of the Council of the British Canoe Union - J. W. Dudderidge 
President 

CANOE ASSOCIATION OF NORTHERN IRELAND 
ANNUAL REPOAT 1971/72 
The po_litical situation has not seemed to curtail canoeing enthusiasm in Northern Ireland. Indeed 
the upward trend of interest of the previous two years continues. 

There has been a steady development in Sea-Canoeing, not just in the extension of our Surfihg 
programme but also in general Sea-Canoeinq. 

There has been a development trend in the past two years for our canoeists to break new 
ground by paddling on rivers which hitherto have been used exclusively by anglers. This has been 
done on a personal contact basis and we, who 'have virtually no access problems, are careful to 
take note of the problems that paddlers in Britain have in this very sensitive area. 

Photos: Bill Richmond· 
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TOPCRAFT 
ANNOUNCE 

... their complete range of canoes & kayaks, 

including ... 

HARTUNG SLALOM £35-00 

SLALOM JUNIOR £27-00 

B.S.C.A. CADET £36-00 

BAT Mk II BATHS TRAINER £20-00 

VARIANT SLALOM C1 £40-00 

OL YMP SLALOM C2 £50-00 

ESPADA SPRINT K1 £45-00 

and a wide range of Paddles, Lifejackets, 

Buoyancy Aids, Crash Hats and other canoeing 

equipment. 

CANOE ACCESSORIES 

newfo,1973 

FULL DETAILS FROM: 

324A BIRMINGHAM ROAD 

WALSALL 

STAFFS, WS5 JNE 

Telephone : Walsall 28329 

SEE US ON STAND 2 

AT THE CANOE CONFERENCE 
CRYSTAL PALACE 

~ COLOUR FILMSTRIP £2-70 
0 
~ "GLASS FIBRE CANOE CONSTRUCTION" 
o?! 
~ LIGHTWEIGHT CANOE BUILDING 
c::( RESIN - SP 701 PA 
a: 
~ "HOW TO BUILD A GLASS FIBRE CANOE" 
~ 3rd Edition 30p 

~ NEW COLOUR PIGMENT PASTES 
al 
~ PANTHER SLALOM KAYAK MOULD 
en DO c::( 
...J Send for free leaflets 
C!) 

TRYLON LTD. 
WOLLASTON,NORTHANTS,NN97QJ 

STD. 093-363 275 

("") 
)> 
:z 
0 m 
s: 
0 
C r 
0 en ,, 
0 :::0 
en 
)> 
r m 
0 :::0 
:I: 
:::0 
m 

Paddletype s----·£6·80 
K-- -- -£4-20 
R-- -- -£5 90 
cw---£5·30 
p-- ---£1·40 

Details from:- Carriage- 50p 

JON HYLAND 
42,Diddington Lane, 
Hampton-in-Arden, 
Solihull, Warks 
Tel: 
Hampton-in-Arden 2247 
Worksop 021772 7146 
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THE "SMALLS"' VACANCY AT H.Q. 

B.C.U. MEMBERS: Rates 1½p per wore! - 
· minimum 20p. Trade and non-members 5p 
per word ;_ minimum 30p. A P.O. or 
cheque made out to the British Canoe 
Union must accompanv all items appear­ 
ing in "The Smalls". Advertisements for 
this section will not be accepted unless 
pre-paid, B.C.U. Number must be quoted 
when claiming' special rate. Bill Balmain, 
36 St. Mary's·elace, Newcastle upon Tyne. 

An urgent replac;ement is required at H .0. for 
an accurate typist who will be able to assist in 
recruitment and general office duties. Must be 
based locally. 

Write in confidence stating previous salary 
and experience to: 

The General Secretary, 
British Canoe Union, 
26/29 Park Crescent, 
London W1N 4OT. · 

CALSHOT to CHERBOURG - First 
cross-Channel "attempt from the Needles 
(70 miles). Paddlers interested in the 
concept should· contact G. C. Good, 
Hampshire Association of Canoeists, 
Calshot Activities Centre, Calshot, Hants 
by 14 January 1973. 

Escort will be provided by the Ocean 
Youth Club ketch Samuel Whitbread. 
The dates: 13-20 May 1973 (Sunday to 
Sunday.). Fully inclusive fee: £25. This 
includes cruising in the Cherbourg/ 
Alderney area. 

It is planned to paddle in relays ( 12 
paddlers with 6 canoes) but the whole 
idea is open to discussion. If you are 
interested you must contact the organiser 
by the date stated - 1 ~ January 1973. 

The British Canoe Union Slalom and 
Wild Water Racing Committee wish to 
appoint Team Managers for its three 
International Teams which are: 
International Canoe Slalom Team 
International Wild Water Racing Team 
International Junior Team 
These posts will be honorary. 
A certain amount of travelling abroad 

is involved, and a knowledge of languages, 
especially German would be useful, 
along with experience in International 
Sport, 

The Selection Committee is looking 
for competent administrators who have 
a flair for handling people who are 
basically individualistic in their approach 
to competition. 

Applications in writing should be 
sent to C. E. McAllister at the address 
given below by November 28th at the 
latest. If interviews are to be held, they 
will take place in London on Sunday 
December 3rd. · 

B.C.U. SLALOM COMMITTEE 
C. E. McAllister, Hon. Sec., 

62 Acton Avenue, Appleton, 
Warrington, WA4 5PT. 

(Tel: 0925 662;24) 

IJC(J ll/1111 
Sen~ S:A.E. for lists 
FILM HIBE 
British Film Institute, 
42-43 Lower Marsh, 
London ·s. E. 1. 

LOOP PURCHASE 
C. M. Rothwell, 
21 Windsor Road, 
Clayton Bridge, 
Manchester, M10 600. 

BOOK REVIEW 
THE WORLD OF ANGLING 
Ed. Colin Graham Purnell· £1-25 
An annual collection of fishing articles, 
with rnanv pictures. For those canoeists 
who combine fishing with pleasure - for 
the rest, a chance to see how the other 
half lives. Rating *** 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Gloucester Canoe Club regret that 
there will not be a 'Severn Bore Race' in 
the Spring of 1973. We have had to 
abandon this event for 1973 as there are 
no suitable tides. 

A 'medium' bore is predicted for 
0845 on Sunday February 18th and 
there may be a cruise at this time. The 
time stated is for the wave at Minster­ 
worth, Glos. 

Neil Edwards 

"CHRISFI LM" 
'Colorado' No. 16/10 
'Monschau 70' 16/9 

• Liffey Descent' No. 16/8 
'Wild Water' 16/5 

'World Canoe Slalom' 16/3, 16/4 and 8/6 

MANY MORE TITLES 
16mm 8mm and Super 8mm 

Most in Colpur, with Sound tracks 

Send Foolscap S.A.E. for Leaflets and 
Booking Forms to: 

Chris Hawkesworth Ltd., 
The Mill, Glasshouses, 

Pateley Bridge, via Harrogate, 
Yorks., HG3 5QH 

TEL: PATELEY BRIDGE 310 and 624 

See the fabulous 
BIOTA BRIGAND 
ex-stock delivery 

Paddles by Lendal 
Buoyancy Aids by Harishok 
Crash hats by Harishok and Wilde 

ALL AT 

J. & J. KIRKHAM 
9-11 Higher Church Street, 
Blackburn, Lanes. 
Telephone: 57688 

MAGAZINES 

WHITE WATER MAGAZINE 4 issues per 
annum 50p. 21 Windsor Road, Manc;hester 
M10 600. ' 

SITUATIONS VACANT 
COACH/SENIOR INSTRUCTOR (lnlandl > 

required to be in charge of weekly 
residential canoe courses at Bisham Abbey 
National Sports Centre for the 1973 
season. (May and June). Apply to The 
Director, Bisham Abbey National Sports 
Centre, Marlow, Bucks. 

WANTED 
WANTED: KW7 also Junior G.P. Fibreglass. 

Poppylands, Crowthorne Road, Bracknell, 
Berkshire. Bracknell 28403. 

WANTED: GLASSFIBRE K1 in reasonable 
condition. Ann Gillespie, Peterstow House, 
Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire. Tel: Ross-on­ 
Wye 2851. 

WANTED: BOOKS ON CANOEING and back 
numbers of canoeing journals. Also old 
(pre-1940) catalogues required to purchase. 
Dr. L. P. Clarke, Ann's Cottage, Holy­ 
bourne, Alton, Hants. 

BOATS FOR SALE 
STREAML YTE - Large factory clearance sale 

before V.A.T. Kayaks: New, Seconds and 
Secondhand. Moulds & Plugs of discon­ 
tinued models. Discounts. You need the 
boats - we need the space. Write for list 
to Streamlyte Ltd., Lancing, Sussex. 

STRUER RACER one year old - £125-00. 
Ring 01-892 8979. 

MENDESTA MATCH ex stock-£51-00 from 
the Canoe Centre. Ring 01-892 8979. 

SPRINTER W/W RACER - secondhand, only 
used twice - £40-00. Ring 01-892 8979. 

BARRACUDA CLASS 4 DOUBLE with spray 
decks - £45. Paddles £15. Canoe Rack 
£10. Mr. David, Officers Mess, Battlesbury 
Bks., Warminster. (Tel: 2792). 

BATH 'POLO' KAYAK MOULD 8', unused 
£19 complete. Also boat as above little 
used £14-50. 13' slalom mould £13-50 
complete, boat same £23 good condition. 
Brian Haley, 17 Bilberry Close, Penyfford, 
Chester. (Tel: Span Green 2555). 

B.C.U. 'CADET' MOULD - as new (used 4 
times). Excellent canoe for tourinq (sea/ 
river) and school/club use in general. For 
sale £45 or permanent/temporary exchange 
for slalom mould. M. Tonge, Litherland 
High School, Sterrix Lane, Liverpool 21. 
(051-928 4449). 

AVONCRAFT OLYMPUS K2 - Almost new 
£30 o.n.o. for quick sale. R. A. Knight; 
Culham College, Nr. Abingdon, Berks. Tel: 
Abingdon 779. 

SOAR VALLEY SPECIALS Mk IV for sale. 
Footrest, knee bars, buoyancy £27. Soar 
Valley Canoe Club, 247 Catherine Street, 
Leicester, LE4 6GE. · 

TWO SECONDHAND SLALOM CANOES - 
£15 and £25 and one slalom mould - £30. 
White water racer - £30. Apply '35, 
Trewenna Drive, Potters Bar, Herts. Tel: 
53925. 

ACCESSORIES 
ROMA CRASH HELMETS "give most 

protection" in red/black/white/yellow - 
£4-00 plus 25p post & packing from: The 
Canoe Centre, 18 Beachamp Road, 
Twickenham. 
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NILE CANOEISTS 
BEAT BANDITS 
&CROCODILES 
Four British canoeists led by Mike Jones from 
Keighley in Yorkshire have become the first 
people to navigate 200 miles of the Blue Nile 
from Lake Tana to the Blue Nile Bridge. 

Paddling their way through dangerous 
rapids the expedition was shot at and attacked 
by bandits, chased by twenty foot crocodiles 
and marooned for two days without food. 

Several times the expedition members 
.nearly lost their lives on impossible rapids. 
Mike Hopkinson a school teacher from 
Bradford in Yorkshire survived a 15 foot drop 
over a waterfall and Jones almost drowned 
when his canoe was swallowed up by a giant 
whirlpool. 

The canoeists carried all the equipment 
they used on the descent in their boats. Light­ 
weight camping equipment, concentrated 
food, a radio transmitter receiver and revolvers 
for protection against crocodiles and bandits 
were carried by each canoeist. 

They experienced rapids far worse than 
they had expected. The river was running at a 
very high level and the local population 
prophesied doom for the expedition if they 
ventured onto the water. Several stretches of 
the river had been described as impossible by 
previous expeditions to the area. In an army 
expedition in 1968 a man drowned trying to 
get round a particularly severe series of rapids 
below the 150 foot high Tissisat Falls. 

Jones and Hopkinson successfully shot 
these difficult rapids, facing, many dangers 
and surviving many near disasters. 

Jones who was a member of the '68 Daily 
Telegraph River Inn Expedition and also last 
year's Colorado Expedition said: "The 30 
miles of rapids from Lake Tana down to 
Tissisat Falls and the 30 mile gorge below was 

some of the most difficult water I have ever 
been on. Only Hopkinson and myself managed 
the complete stretch down to Tissisat. Glen 
Greer and Dave Burkinshaw completed 20 
miles but after Greer survived a nasty capsize 
in which he had been swept over a tremendous 
cataract he retired to the Landrover. 
Burkinshaw unhappy with the water 
conditions also withdrew leaving two of us to 
complete this pa_rticularly difficult section." 

Describing the water hazards Jones said: 
"The river above Tissisat Falls is very wide 
and sluggish with heavily forested banks. In 
many places the smooth even flow of the 
river is interrupted by constrictions in the 
river bed caused by huge mounds of volcanic 
rock giving rise to some terrifying rapids with 
large drops up to ten foot in height, stopper 
waves, haystacks and giant whirlpools. Nearer 
Tissisat the river splits into a maze of rock 
strewn channels with many tricky falls and 
rapids." 

Below Tissisat Falls the Team faced a 
stretch of river which is confined within a 
narrow gorge, in many places no more than 
20 foot wide. The water travels at a very fast 
rate and much of the 30 mile gorge had been 
described as impossible and suicidal. 

Steve Nash who had withdrawn from the 
white water team at Tana together with 
Burkinshaw decided to walk the 60 or so 
miles cross-country to the end of this difficult 
section, once again leaving Jones and 
Hopkinson to tackle this fearsome stretch of 
white water. 

In two days these daring young men 
fought their way down thirty miles of what 
must rank as one of the most difficult 
stretches of white water in the world. 

Hopkinson described the water as "Like 
being in a washing machine, we were both 
paddling Olymps which despite their extra 
buoyancy were frequently sucked down into 
whirlpools. Sheer basalt cliffs made inspection 
or portage impossible in many places. At one 
point to by-pass a waterfall we had to climb 
100' up a cliff face out of the gorge. 
Eventually the gorge began to open out and 

we arrived at the Portuguese Bridge where we 
were to meet the other two." 

For two days they waited for the arrival 
of Nash and Burkinshaw. They had survived 
two days with very I ittle food and were 
marooned for a further two days until the 
land party arrived with supplies. 

Nash and Burkinshaw arrived after a very 
strenuous walk. With a dozen or so porters 
and guides they had covered many miles 
carrvinq their canoes and equipment. 

140 miles of river remained to be 
descended. Within a few miles of leaving the 
now 4-strong party were shot at by hostile 
natives but escaped unhurt. At land base 
where Greer maintained constant vigil at the 
radio receiver emergency procedures were 
put into operation and an army spotter plane 
and platoon of soldiers were sent out to locate 
the expedition. 

In the lower reaches of the river the 
paddlers were attacked many times by giant 
twenty foot crocodiles which were success­ 
fully fought off with pistols. 

The completion of two hundred miles of 
one of the most difficult and dangerous 
stretches of river in the world must rank as 
the equivalent of climbing Everest. Jones and 
Hopkinson are not content with this and are 
already searching for a river offering as much 
excitement and adventure as the Nile. Good 
luck to them! 

A 16mm colour film with full sound track, 
some of which has been shown on the BBC is 
to be available shortly to the general public 
from Mike Jones. 

NEW SLALOM KAYAK FROM 
THE CANOE CENTRE 
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NEW FILM RELEASES FOR 1973 
'COLORADO' No. 16/10 
45 mins. 16mm. - Colour with optical sound. 
Hire charge £12-00 for 1 day, plus postage. 
The magnificent story of the 1971 Grand 
Canyon Expedition. Filmed and produced by 
Chris Hawkesworth and Denis Skelton. 

See the film everyone is raving about. 
'PLANNING FOR TOMORROW' No. 16/11 
1omm ..:. Colour and sound. 
Hjre charge 50p per <!ay, plus postage. 
A film made PY "Fibreglass Ltd." and 
distributed by Chrisfilm. ·Shows the uses of 
Fibreglass· in boats and hove.rcraft, a good film 
to have if instructing ir:, the use of Fibreqlass, 
'EUROPEAN I.C. CHAMPIONSHIPS' 
16mm - Colour and sound. 
Hire charge 
A film showing the International 10 square 
metre Sailing Canoe. Shot on the Steinhuder 
Meer in Germany the film shows in excellent 
detail how this unusual form of canoe is 
sailed. · · 
With 15 Canoeing films for hire and over 40 
prints to choose from l!"e have the largest 
collection anywhere and to cope, we have 
installed an extra telephone line. A telephone 
call to Pateley Bridge 310 or 624 during 
normal working hours will confirm availability. 
CHRIS HAWKESWORTH LTD., THE MILL, 
Gf._AS$HOl)SES, PAT-ELEY BRIDGE, VIA 
HAf!ROGA TE, YOR~SHIRE, HG3 5QH. 

CRYSTAL PALACE 
National Canoe Fxhibition 
Crystal Palace National 
Recreation Centre, 
London · , · 

24th-25th February, 1973 . .~ 

' 
We look forward to meeting a 
gathering of the clan at our 
Annual Exhibition. In addition 
we hope to see a good response 
from the public; 

Enclosed with this issue you 
will find a leaflet giving full 
details - se~ you there! 

CHALFONT PARK CANOE CLU~ 

RIVER USK WHITE WATER REGATTAS - 
. . WiNTER 1972/3 - 

Two ranking races will be held this 
winter: 

USK 1 
USK 11 

November 4/5 1972 
January 20/21 1973 

In each of the following classes first 
prizes only will be competed for at each 
event: 

IV!en's K 1 
Ladies Kl 
Men's Cl 

Men's C2 
K1 Team 
Cl Team 

Prizes wijl also be presented for the 
series in each of the individual classes. 

For further information contact: 
M. W. Grove, 

27 Lyndhurst Way, 
London, S. E. 1. 
01-701 2455 

A.G.M. 
ITS ALL~T BURY 

The British Canoe Union's A.G.M. provides a 
good reason for all the· top canoeists to get 
together. · 

This time it will be so much more interest­ 
ing and exciting, an· opportunity for every 
novice and enthusiast to learn and participate. 

That new boat you fancy will be on show, 
together with every accessory when the 

P~.sroN 
Mbt 

Mb 

manufacturers display their products at the 
Canoe Exhibition staged once again by 
Manchester Canoe Club. 

Test the boat in the swimming pool before 
you decide. It is a unique opportunity, and 
then go along to see the latest films before 
you watch the demonstrations or attend one 
of the· lectures. 

Starting at 10.00 a.m. on Saturday, 27th 
January 1973 and with varying programme 
throughout the day, there will be something 
to hold everyone's interest. 

Venue: The Technical College, Bury, Lanes. 

I • • • 'BURY 

I SALE 
I ALTRINGrH AM . ~ • I 

YoRK$HIAE 

MOTORWAY ro·· 
BURY ·- 

SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT FOR 1972 
So far this year there have been 16 fatal accidents in canoes. All were men; 1 was over 50 
years old; 3 were between 30 and 40; 7 were between 20 and 30; 5 were in their teens. 

Two of those between 20 and 30 were students at college. One of these had passed his 
Proficiency Test and died trying to save another who was subsequently rescued. No other 
had any qualifications of the B."C.U. 

Three had lifejackets to B.S. 3595. One of these was faulty; one was apparently donned 
wrongly. The third was worn by the oldest, who died after coming ashore, probably of 
exposure since he had been in a large mountain lake for a long time before being rescued, 
in May. Nobody else had any buoyancy aid or lifejacket on at all. 

Four died as a result of capsizing hired or borrowed canoes. Only the one who had 
passed his Test appears to have had any proper instruction. 

One of the teenagers died on an expedition with his club. The leader of the expedition 
did NOT have a B.C.U. Coaching qualification: Incidentally, they had one lifejacket 
between thirteen of them. We do not know if th11 leader had any "local" qualification but 
we believe not. 

So far as the time of year is concerned, 1 died in February, 2 in March, 5 in April, 2 in 
May, 2 in July, 2 in August and 2 in September, 

To end on a happier note, one of our Senior Instructors, Gil Povey of Taplow near 
Maidenhead_, received the Royal Humane Society's Testimonial on Vellum, for saving the 
life of a twelve-year-old at Boulters Weir on the Thames on the 16th January. This was an 
exceptionally brave rescue, with the river in spate and with both himself and the lad being 
taken through the weir. In the citation Police Superintendent Peterson said: "His experience 
as a canoeist enabled him to negotiate the undertow of the weir into calmer water away 
from it. In taking the action which he did Mr. Povey exposed himself to considerable risk 
in his efforts to save the boy's life". · 
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BCU 
OLYMPIC 
APPEAL 
After the September issue had gone to press 
the following donations were received:- 
Manchester· Canoe Club £10-50 
St. John Wall School· C.C. £ 1-00 
30 Marine, Norwich £24-00 
(proceeds of Sponsored Paddte) 

£35-50 

Total Donations to Date 
Olympic Appeal (BOA) 
Olympic Preparation Fund 

£480 
£120 

Again may I request club secretaries who 
have not returned their Donation Lists to do 
so, even though they do not wish to send a 
donation. 

The British Olympic Appeals Committee 
wishes me to thank all members and clubs 
who have donated so generously and in 
particular John Woolley for organising the 
successful premiere of the Colorado Film and 
Chris Hawkesworth for allowing the film to 
be used for the Appeal. 

John Dudderidge, 
B.C.U. Olympic Appeal Organiser 

CODliRE55 
CONGRESS OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
CANOE FEDERATION, 
HILTON HOTEL CONGRESS HALL, 
MUNICH - SEPTEMBER 9th, 1972 
Thirty two Member Federations of the I.C.F. 
took part in this Biennial Congress and the 
B.C.U. was represented by the President, 
J. W. Dudderidge and the Racing Team 
Manager R. W. Emes. 

The main business concerned changes in 
the Statutes and elections of Officers and 
Committee Chairman. 

The amended White Water Rules which 
were not ready for presentation in 1970 in 
Copenhagen, were adopted without any 
changes. 

It was proposed by the Board and accepted 
by the Congress, that all competition rules 
should have a validity of four years and that 
proposals for amendments should be con­ 
sidered only at meeting of the Congress held 
during the Olympic Games. Existing rules 
which under the old Statutes would have 
expired at the end of 1975 will now be valid 
to the end of 1976. 

In the elections there were some important 
changes. The election of Sergio Orsi of 
Florence as General Secretary will involve the 
transfer of the Headquarters of the I.C.F. 
from Stockholm to Florence. The retiring 
General Secretary, Olov Verner has held office 
since the reconstruction of the I.C.F. at the 
Congress in Stockholm in 1946, and the 
Congress elected him ~ Honorary Member 
of the I.C.F. as a mark of appreciation of his 
work for the Federation. 

Under the new Statutes the members 
elected to the Board of the I.C.F. will hold 
office for 4 years, one half of them retiring 
at each Congress. 

J. W. Dudderidge was re-elected to the 
Board as Representative for the Continent of 
Europe, a seat held without break since 1938. 

Mr. H. Thelen steps down from the 
Chairmanship of the Propaganda Committee 
and also from the office of Editor of the I .C. F. 
Bulletin, his place being taken by Hans Vesper 
of West Germany. 

Under the new Statutes the Technical 
Committees will no longer be elected in the 
Congress, instead they will be nominated by 
the Board on the basis of proposals submitted 
by National Federations. 

At the Board Meeting following the closing 
of Congress, J. Spuhler and P. Wells were 
nominated as members of the Slalom and 
Sailing Committee respectively. 

The following I.C.F. Fixtures were confirmed: 
1973 
July 26/29 

August - 

1914 
Oct. 18/22 

Oct. 20 
1975 

August - 

August - 

1976 

1917 

1978 

World Sprint Championships, 
Tampere, Finland. 
Junior European Championships 
Walvz, Poland. 

World Sprint Championships, 
Xochimilco, Mexico. 
I.C.F. Congress, Mexico City. 

World Championships in Slalom 
and W.W., Skopje, Yugoslavia. 
World and European Sprint 
Championships, Madrid, Spain. 
World Canoe Sailing Champion­ 
ships, England. 

Olympic Games in Montreal, 
Canada. 

World Sprint Championships, 
Sofia, Bulgaria. 

World and Pan-American Sprint 
Championships, Dartmouth, 
Nova Scotia, Canada. 

Note: Should the Skopje Course not be ready 
in 1975, the Slalom and W.W. Championships 
will be staged at Bourg St. Maurice, France. 

ACCESS 
IMPORTANT STATEMENT 

ON ACCESS 
J. W. Dudderidge, 

Chairman, Access Committee 
NEWS FLASH: Giving a decision of great 
importance to angling clubs and canoeists, the 
Court of Appeal on November 1, 1972 ruled 
that a canoeist who passed over a stretch of 
the River Wharfe in Yorkshire was liable to 
pay damages for in.terfering with the fishing 
rights even though no members of an angling 
club were fishing at the time, and no damage 
was done. Lord Denn.lng, II/laster of the Rolls, 
said: "It is plain on the evidence that the 
passing of canoes up and down the river must 
disturb the fish, make them move off, and 
disturb them for a considerable time, thus 
interfering with the right of fishing. According 
to the evidence, it might be an hour before 
the fish returned. The Judge was in error in 
t!iinking that it was necessary for someone to 

be actually fishing." Lord Denning said the 
club had brought the action to see if it could 
stop people iri canoes going up and down. 
The Appeal of the angling club was allowed 
with costs. Although the Court of Appeal 
awarded only :noll}inal damages of 50p, the 
costs of the two hea'rings will be far from 
nominal, probably several hundred pounds. 

Henceforth any canoeist paddling on a 
river or other water on which an angling club 
or riparian holds fishing rights, will be in 
danger of an action for damages, and Lord 
Denning's judgment will be used as case law. 

This has put at risk the users of possibly 
60/70% of our popular canoeing rivers, rivers 
we have used for a century, for, except for 
the few rivers suet, as Lower Wye and Lower 
Severn and one or two stretches of other 
rivers, the rest are either private waters, or of 
uncertain status on which a right of way has 
never been proven. 

In the 100 years since MacGregor launched 
the recreation of CANOEING one would 
think prescriptive rights have been established 
on many rivers through undisputed use, as of 
right, for 20 years or more, but such a right 
must be proven in a court of law if it is to 
have validity. Canoeists have never felt there 
was occasion to seek such proof for we have 
enjoyed the tolerance and qoodwill of both 
farmers and landowners. Now that fishing has 
become powerfully organised and· fishing 
rights are fetching huge sums, this tolerance 
is wearing thin, particularly with the clubs 
and syndicates which have paid large sums for 
their rights. We now have a situation in which 
in the country where the sport began, most of 
the rivers canoed by the founder and his 
friends are now effectively closed to canoeists 
today, or are used at their peril. In no other 
country in the world does this happen, nor 
do their anglers find canoeing incompatible 
with fishing and the presence of canoeists 
intolerable. 

Must canoeists henceforth seek their 
recreation on navigations and canals in 
company with power boats and inhaling their 
fumes? 

Canoeists can be likened to ramblers and 
hill walkers, and it is as if these were informed 
that in future they must stick to the roads and 
on no account cross open land or do sci at the 
risk of an action for trespass and damage. 

The B.C.U. is not in a position to provide 
financial support to every member who takes 
this risk and lands up in the courts, but it 
does intend to build up a Fighting and 
Defence Fund to assist where there seems a 
likelihood of a successful application for a 
declaration of a prescriptive right of way. It is 
therefore very important that we are informed 
of any actions pending, or useful information 
gleaned by members. 

In the autumn of 1970 the Sports Council 
notified the Regional Sports Councils that at 
a series of meetings between representatives 
of the B.C.U., the National Anglers Council, 
the Country Landowners Association and the 
Association of River Authorities, it had been 
agreed that if canoeists wished to canoe on 
certain private waters, th is might be arranged 
through agreed programming. The B.C.U. 
agreed to administer a voluntary system of 
registration for those canoeists who wished to 
take advantage of the scheme; and the Sports 
Council asked Regional Sports Councils to 
arrange meetings between anglers, canoeists, 
riparians, river authorities and other Interested 
bodies, to devise ways of carrying out the 
programming, informing them that the scheme 
had approval at national level. Now, two years 
later, it is time to review progress. 

Regional Meetings have been held in most 
regions but not all, and some have been better 
and more representative than others, There 
has been a useful exchange of viewpoints and 
there has been appreciation of the problems 
facing canoeists. In most cases there has been 
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lip-service to the principle of 'achieving 
multiple use of all available water', which is 
the declared pol icy of the Sports Council and 
Government, but the anglers have tended to 
stress the difficulties rather than the 
possibilities. However, there have been a few 
positive moves and four agreements are in the 
pipeline: these are all on rapid rivers where 
the emphasis is in game fishing and where 
there is a fairly long close season in late 
autumn and mid-winter. 

In some regions there has been a flat 
refusal to negotiate since the anglers were not 
prepared to concede anything. On rivers over 
which there is no acknowledged right of way 
the anglers and riparians have the last word, 
and we fear the judgment from the Court of 
Appeal is likely to harden attitudes. 

The whole idea behind the Sports Council's 
proposals was that by regional programming 
canoeists in the region would always have 
somewhere to canoe, and by dove-tailing the 
regional programmes a national network could 
be assembled. The few programmes which is 
have referred to above, on the Eden, Usk, 
Tyne and Dart, even if finally ratified, 
important though they are, can never have 
more than regional significance, except that 
the Usk could attract wet-suited, wildwater 
canoeists from a wide area in the Midlands. 
They will not meet the needs of recreational 
canoeists who seek to follow their sport under 
congenial conditions. 

Anglers often complain that they pay for 
their sport but canoeists want use of water 
without payment. Let us look at this claim: 

Anglers pay a small fee for a River 
Authority licence authorising them to fish in 
the waters controlled by the Authority. This 
licence does not permit them to fish waters 
that are privately owned. For this jhev must 
join a club owning the fishing rights or pay 
the owner a fee. This is not difficult to arrange 
since anglers normally fish a limited stretch of 
a river, whereas a canoeist may cover 40 miles 
in a weekend passing fleetingly through the 

waters of 50 or more riparian or fishery 
owners, known and unknown. 

The money from River Authority licences 
goes towards meeting some of the cost to the 
Authority of maintaining the fisheries and the 
balance is made up from other income, 
principally local rates. People through their 
rates help maintain fisheries from which they 
gain no personal benefit unless they also 
happen to be anglers. It would be unreasonable 
for a River Authority to charge a canoeist 
unless it rendered some service in return, but 
the Authority is not in a position to give 
permission to canoe on private water, nor 
indeed to forbid canoeing, unless there is 
likely to be damage to fisheries such as 
disturbance of spawning beds. 

How does one assess a reasonable payment 
to an owner for a fleeting passage of 5 or 10 
minutes once in a year or several years? 
Repeat this for 50 owners and you have a 
problem which no-one has solved. 

Where an organisation exists providing 
services canoeists do pay for licences, as in 
the case of British Waterways: where a club 
wishes to stage a slalom on private water 
during the fishing season it comes to an 
arrangement with the owners of the fishing 
rights, and is prepared to compensate the 
anqlers for loss of fishing for the time they 
are in occupation. But there exists no central 
or even regional or local body able to 
negotiate for all the owners on a river when a 
simple passage down is sought. 

If, as we still hope, programming can be 
agreed, we will expect to pay a reasonable fee 
for services provided such as facilities for 
launching, car parking, camping, and of course 
for any costs incurred by owners and others 
in administration of the scheme. We are, 
however, beginning to wonder whether some 
other procedure wi 11 be necessary if the Sports 
Council's objective of multiple use of all 
available water is to be achieved, and whether 
the situation calls for legislative action, 
possibly in connection with the powers of 

the new Regional Water Authorities. But we 
must beware, for new powers given to 
authorities are usually used to limit rather 
than broaden freedoms. 

Your Access Committee is in touch with 
the Sports Council and is doing all it can to 
improve a somewhat depressing situation. 

• 

If we are ever to claim a prescriptive 
right to canoe a disputed river ( even 
as a defence against a trespass 
action) we need FACTS as to use 
without challenge during the last 
20 years at least and preferably 
before that. 

Please tell me without delay of 
actual canoe trips you have done, 
with dates and geographical details, 
except for the Thames, Lower Wye, 
and Lower Severn. 

pur:,ose built 

- for 

woy ahead of its time, this new 

BRITISH design is revolutionising 

WHITE WATER RACING WORLD 

WHY NOT JOIN THE REVOLUTION? 

-PYRANHA mouldings - 

23 poachers lane, latchford, warrington. 
, C 

19 



NEW BOATS FROM CANOE CENTRE 
THE CANOE CENTRE (Twickenham) LTD. 
report that they will be showing over 30 
different models at February's National Canoe 
Exhibition at the Crystal Palace. These will 
include at least 6 new models, three of which 
are previewed here. 

The new slalom kayak for 1973 will be the 
Tempo. It is based upon the well proven hull 
shape of this year's Loisach. However the new 
kayak has been re-designed for lighter waters 
than the Loisach experienced at Augsburg. To 
do this buoyancy has been removed equally 
from the hull and deck. The deck has also 
been re-styled and upon advice from British 
Slalom Team Members the cockpit has been 
re-positioned slightly forward of the original 
position. These differences make the Tempo 
marginally faster than the Loisach. (It takes 
considerably longer for the Tempo to reach 
the "plane" position when paddled flat out on 
smooth water). However, the improvement in 

speed of the Tempo has not affected its 
turning ability, being similar to that of the 
amazing Loisach. Altogether its a very suitable 
kayak for the World Championships at 
Mutatal this coming season. 

NEW FROM TRYLON FOR 1973 
A new I.C.F. regulation slalom kayak designed 
by Colin Green is now available from Trylon. 
It is a fast, highly manoeuvrable full-sized 
kayak which has built in strengtheners in the 
deck. The design has been successfully used 
in divisional slaloms with excellent results. It 
also handles very well in the surf; moulds are 
£70 to buy or can be hired at £1-50 per day. 

New publications available from Trylon 
shortly are a completely revised edition of 
'How to Build a Glass Fibre Canoe' by John 
Crane, with new sections on lightweight canoe 
building, mould copying, fitting footrests etc. 
This will be priced at 30p. 

VALLEY CANOE PRODUCTS will be 
opening up in France during the spring of 
1973. 

The village of Le Mont Dore, some 30 
miles from Clermont Ferrand in the Central 
Massif will be the base for this new venture, A 
new company, based in France called Kayak 
Clermont is being formed and managing things 
permanently out there will be Brian Smith. 

Brian is well known in this country as a 
B.C.U. Assistant Coach, and for his work for 

canoeing both as a member of the Corps of 
Canoe Life Guards and as Chairman of 
Southend Canoe Club. An able canoeist, he 
will be in charge of a broad spectrum of 
services for the paddler both here and in 
France. Canoe sales, mould hire and building 
materials and accessory sales will be under his 
care in Le Mont Dore, but of particular 
interest to us over here will be the canoe hire 
service that has been especially designed for 
paddlers in this country. 

Groups of canoeists will be able to plan 
their own canoe holiday in the Central Massif, 
choosing the Ardeche, Dordogne, Tarn, etc. 
or any other suitable river, and travel light to 
their embarkation point, where Brian will 
meet them with all the equipment they may 
need: canoes, personal buoyancy, paddles, 
crash-hats; and if required, camping gear and 
cooking equipment. Once afloat, they are free 
to paddle as they please, but on reaching their 
destination, Brian will be ready to load the 
canoes onto his capacious trailer, and arrange 
transport for the paddlers back to their own 
vehicle, to the nearest railway station or 
airport, a~ required. 

All this will allow the paddler maximum 
freedom to plan and execute his own trip, but 
if required, help with planning the holiday, 
suggested itineraries and transport to and from 
England can be laid on. 

For full details of all this, Brian can be 
contacted at: 18, Hudson Road, Eastwood, 
Leigh-on-Sea, Essex, before Christmas, but 
after then just write to him c/o Valley Canoe 
Products, Woodley Street, Ruddington, 
Nottingham. 

LENDAL 
Jevvellery for the canoeist 

Lendal Products Ltd., 
18-20 Boyd Street, 
Prestwick, Scotland, 
KA9 1TP 
PRESTWICK 78558 

AN EXCITING RANGE OF JEWELLERY, UNIQUELY DESIGNED FOR 
THE CANOEIST, AND HAVING CONSIDERABLE ATTRACTION. 

LENDAL, RENOWNED FOR QUALITY AND RELIABILITY IN THEIR 
CANOEING EQUIPMENT, EXTEND THE SAME QUALITY IN THIS 
RANGE OF JEWELLERY. 
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·SLIPSTREAMER - the first-;11:round smooth paddle kit' thatJaycee 
Glassfibre introduced to the canoeing scene a few months back, is now 
proving to be one of the finest of ·ALL glassfibre paddles. After the 
first prototypes production was stepped up - but canoeists have so 
taken to the paddle that it is hard to keep ahead of the demand .. ! At 
£3.80 without tip, 'and ·£4.05 with alloy tip (plus 45p carriage), the 
paddle is among the best for value on the market. 

PLUS FULL RANGE OF 
SLALOM KAYAKS AND 
CANOES IN GLASSFIBRE 
OR DIOLEN. TOURING 
KAYAKS. PADDLES.ANO 

ACCESSORIES. 

JAYCII GlllSflBRI PRODUCTS 
69 Knights Hill, West Norw·ood, London. S£27 
tel, 01·670 1234 SUPPLIER TO H.M. FORCES & EDUCATION AUTHOA.ITIES 
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TOPOLlfflPIC PADDLtRS . 
CHOSt HAHn CA0OES AnD HAIAHS 
FOR THE FIRST OLlfflPIC SLALOffl 

TWO SILVER MEDALS=AUGSBURG '72 SLALOM K1 
MUNICH '72 SLALOM C1 

HAHN CANOES AND KAYAKS ARE MADE UNDER LICENCE IN GREAT BRITAIN ONLY BY P. & H. 
FIBREGLASS PRODUCTS. WE OFFER A WIDE CHOICE OF DESIGNS FROM AS LITTLI; AS £34-00. 

SEND FOR DETAILS OF OUR COMPLETE RANGE OF CANOES, KAYAKS AND 
ACCESSORIES, INCLUDING PADDLES, LIFEJACKns, BUOYANCY AIDS, CRASH 

H~LMETS, FAILSAFE FOOTRESTS AND BRACKETS AND MATERIALS. 

DRYSUITS MADE TO MEASURE AND IN KIT FORM 
AVAILABLE IN NEW THICKER MATERIAL 

nlw FOR 1973 1 THE ESPADA K1 
.. . . 2 A NEW JUNIOR KAYAK 

3 OPEN CANADIAN TOURER 

SEND FOR DETAILS OF ALL OUR PRODUCTS 

~ 86 ~ FIEfiEOLASS ~~O()UOTS 
76 DALE ROAD, SPONDON, DERBY. 

Telephone : Ilkeston 3155 Derby 674108 
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SURFING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
October 8th dawned bright and sunny for the 
3rd North East Canoe Surfing Championships, 
or should we say the National N.E. Canoe 
Surfing Championships, for after all, it is a 
truly National event, thanks due in no small 
measure to the Canoe and allied manufacturers, 
for contributing magnificent prizes, once again, 
and tempting competitors to travel from all 
parts of Britain. 

It seems only fair to thank and mention 
the following:- 

Capt. Frank McNulty and Sons: once again 
gave us a Kayak. 

Dave Wilson: gave a Tortoise Shell Helmet. 
Gaybo and Ottersports: both gave Crash 

Helmets. 
Valley Canoe Products: gave a Paddle. 
Ken Biggs: gave a Paddle. 
P. & H. Fibreglass: gave a Dry Suit Kit. 
Diving Centre (Newcastle): gave a Wet Suit 

Jacket. 
K.P. Products and Chris Hawkesworth: 

both gave Buoyancy Aids. 
Howarth Sports: gave a Canoe Kag. 
Lendals: gave us some Canoe Jewellery. 
L.D. Mountain Centre (Newcastle): gave a 

£5-00 Book of Vouchers. 
Canoeing Magazine: gave 2 years Free 

Subscriptions. 
Canoeing in Britain Magazine: gave us £5-00 

so we bought a tube tent and two 
compasses. 

Vaux Breweries: gave two Tankards, 
Alan Byde: gave us his fibreglass Coracle 

as a Booby Prize. 

This year the competitors numbered over 
60, even though we did clash with a major 
slalom event. The surf was ample, though not 
large for the Junior handling events, and the 
heats of the Senior events. At high tide how­ 
ever the surf started to 'dump' producing a 
somewhat frustrating final for the Seniors and 
it was eventually agreed by both organisers 
and competitors alike to cancel the surfboard 
type canoe event. 

Performances of special note, were by 
Simon Beeson who came first in the Handling 
event thereby taking the new kayak back to 
Bristol. 

The Tees Kayak Club youngster Mark Baty 
did well to come first in both the Junior 
Handling and the Junior Race followed by 
Colin Purvis of Sunderland Kayak Club. 

All the competitors in the Ladies events, 
except Lorna Flower (Petworth Canoe Club), 
were from St. Mary's College of Education, 
Newcastle, Shirley Poulton coming first in the 
Ladies Handling and the Sprint Race. 



r------------7 
I please send me your FREE I 
I fully illustrated Catalogue I 
I Name I 
1 Address ! 
I I 1---------1 
1--------1 
L 'C,B, ::JI ;-;-,¥£1----W~~ ·- = • '·e: ·- - - ------ --- 
OLYMPIA .. INN-SPEZIAL 

ALSO: MOULOS 
' ANO MATERIALS, 

THE LIFFEY LIFEY 
STANDARD £5,60 
plUI 20p p,p. 
DE-LUXE with Rirl Nvlor . 
ZIil, £6,50 plus 20p p.p. 

THE NORTHERN WILD WAfl!R CENTRE, - 
(PRQPRl~TQRt CM~IS HAWK1;SWorn1e1 I.IMl'l'Ei;>) 

'l'hi1 -«1wiprl\t11t u•ld 
In dMtnt of Gr•l!d 
C.ny!ln, 

~ · new Canoeing Helmet. 
The 'CHRISLIO' Stronger, 
Lighter, Brighter Colours. 
£2.75 plus 20p p.p. 

THE'. MILL; GLASSHOUSES, PAtELEY BRIDGE, 
Via HARROGA rs, YORKS, HG3 SQH. 

Telephone: Pateley Bridge 310 & 624 
200 KOBER MOLDAV PADDLES IN STOCK NOW! 
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Now schools and clubs can hire canoes from 
Edinburgh's top sports shop, HANS-SPORT. 
6-12 'Feshie' Kayaks and a trailer. Complete 
with spray decks, paddles and lifejackets. 
£1-50 per canoe per day. 
(TRAILER INCLUDED WHEN SIX OR MORE CANOES 
ARE HIRED) 

SPECIAL REDUCTIONS IN HIRE CHARGE FOR 
3 OR MORE DA VS. 

DEPOSIT OF £5-00 PER TRAILER LOAD, AGAINST LOSS 
OF PADDLES, L/FEJACKETS, ETC. 

PARTIES MUST BE IN THE CHARGE OF A COMPETENT 
CANOEIST. 

Details lrom 
HANS-SPORT 

139 Comiston Road Edinburgh EH10 50N 
Tel: 031-447 7989 

See the new range of HARISHOK life vests at 
the B.C.U. A.G.M. & CRYSTAL PALACE. 

6, 7, & 8 KILO BUOYANCY 
S.B.B.N.F. APPROVAL 
HIGHEST QUALITY MATERIALS 
NEW DESIGN IMPROVEMENTS 

We supplied more Life Vests to Augsburg 
Olympic Paddlers than any other manufacturer. 
(G.F.R. Austria, USA, CAN, JUG, GBR). 

So choose from the suppliers of quality 
equipment ... write to: 

22 Schools Road 

Manchester 

M18 8RF. 
TRADE & RETAIL ENQUIRIES 

i; ,.----,y 
\- -- {'1) ' 
.· ~ -, ,~] ·~~~-·ti! i~-~~GRANTA 

· ~\ - . :-TROPHY 
SLALOM. KAYAK 
also RANGE 
OF TOURING KAYAKS 

GLASSFIBRE: WAYFARER, WANDERER, WIPPET 
FOLDING: SPRITE, SILVER AIRFLOW, LIGHTWEIGHT 
KITS: KITTYWAKE, KINGFISHER, KESTREL. KIWI 
NO DEPOSIT TERMS AVAi LABLI:: details from our Showrooms 
at 640 High Street, North Finchley, London N.12 (01-445 9933) & 

OOIERNMENT 
SURPWS 
GOVERNMENT SURPLUS? 
Why - Laurence Corner of Course ! 

1001 GENUINE BARGAINS - INTERESTS EVERYONE 
Top quality, Government Surplus, Camping, Outdoor and Protective 

Wear. * LATEST CATALOGUE - SPRING/SUMMER 1972 * 
Latest 30-page magazine style catalogue crammed with 1001 
genuine bargains and full details of all our latest ex-Govt. 
stock purchases. 1 Op post free. Also now contains fascinating 
brochure from the Laurence Corner HIM & HER Fashion, 
Casual, Leisure/Sportswear and JEAN CENTRE, few doors 

from main store - send TODAY ! 

CAMPING 'n CANOEING 1972 
Many unique items of top-quality ex-Govt. equipment are available - 
Jerrycans, 4½-gall. size: Bush shirts; Drill Jackets; Compasses; Jungle 
Hats; Bell Bottoms - all at bargain prices - write for your catalogue 

or call - 

Drill Clothing : Tents : Windcheaters : Heavyweight oiled Pullovers : 
Anoraks : Sleeping Bags : Rucksacs : Ground. Sheets : Jeans : 

Best Choice! Safari and Camp Equipment: Best Value! 
i::f Quality i::{ Service i::{ Value i::{ 
Write for your catalogue {10p post free) or please call at LAURENCE 
CORNER, 62-64 Hampstead Road, London, N.W.1. Open Daily 

9.00 - 5.30 {inc. Sats.) - Refund guarantee. 
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ANSWERS FROM THE DIRECTOR 

I greatly enjoyed the September issue of 
Canoeing in Britain, especially the article by 
Alan Byde headed "Canoeing in Schools - 
Regulations", and your article on my big 
challenge - ROSA; although I did wonder to 
what meeting at Riverside you were referring 
as there was no mention of one in Alan's 
article. 

Alan's article does not really call for a 
reply since he answers his own worries in the 
very last two lines, when he asks "Go on, who 
is right/wrong? The kid who drowns?" The 
answer to this is obvious, especially wh_en you 
read the annual report of the Safety 
Committee, on fatal accidents. But your own 
article obviously challenges me to say what is 
"cooking" in the world of the Coaching 
Scheme. Perhaps it will be as well if I bring 
out some of the points which Alan mentions 
with "heavy irony", and I hope I shall 
illustrate that the National Coaching 
Committee is well aware of these problems - 
has been for some years - and is striving to 
find good and sensible answers to them. 
(There are always many answers, and the 
Committee refuses to be rushed into selecting 
bad and silly ones.) 

We have for some years been striving to 
find a really good life saving award for 
canoeists. Many ideas have been put forward, 
most of them too long and complicated. 
Now the Thames Valley Panel of the Coaching 
Scheme has come up with one which looks 
sensible. The Corps of Canoe Life Guards has 
accepted it in principle for its Bronze Award, 
and the National Coaching Committee also 
like the look of it. The Committee has decided 
that it shall go on trial for a year. A few, 
chosen people have been asked to try it out 
and to report back to the Committee next 
October. Those who are kind enough to 
accept being "guinea pigs" will be excused 
from having to have the R. L.S.S. Bronze 
Medallion if they pass it successfully. 
Remember: this is a trial; it is NOT available 
to be taken by all and sundry. I hope by 
next December that I sh al I be able to report 
that the Canoeist's Life Saving Test has taken 
its full and proper place in our Award Scheme. 

Next, a sad little tale. Alan remarks upon 
the length of time it takes for our 
Headquarters to process tne papers. Since I 
took on this job last January I have discovered 
that much of the delay is occasioned by the 
papers not arriving here as quickly as they 
ought. On the 19th September I received 
from a certain Senior Coach - who shall be 
nameless - a Proficiency Test Form dated the 
22nd May. It was my bad luck that both my 
charming part-time secretaries were beginning 
a short holiday at that time, and we were 
unable actually to issue the certificate until 
the 3rd October - a fortnight against the 
three months the form took to get here. 
Better still, a form reached me on the 22nd 
October, which was dated the 19th September, 
1969! The certificate was issued on the 24th 
October. We are not always to blame! 

And finally a bit about the "Assistant 
Instructor". In re-shaping the Coaching 
Scheme the Committee studied many other 
schemes. It came to the conclusion that the 

scheme for Mountain Activities was worth 
following as reasonably nearly as possible. 
This is not very surprising, as the two 
activities are both "adventurous"; if they are 
to be handled correctly in the education 
world, risks must be run, and the instructor 
must know how to run them safely. (I hope 
you are with me in that rather Irish remark. 
The point is that you can not have an 
adventure without running some sort of a 
risk, even if it is only a slight one; and 
there is definite proof that to be frightened 
in the right proportion is extremely good 
for one.) Now, in the Mountain Leadership 
Certificate the candidate has to attend a 
Training Course (the same as we now do, 
only longer), then go away and practice 
before coming back a year later for his 
assessment (only we make it six months). 
The snag in the mountain scheme is that 
the candidate, in this intermediate stage, 
has no handle to himself and so is difficult 
to "recognise" (if you see what I mean). 
We decided to call our chap an "Assistant" 
Instructor, and to advise him to work his 
probationary period under a fully qualified 
instructor, on the tutor-student principle. 
We do our best to put him in touch with a 
suitable tutor, who will advise him and help 
him in his duties as an instructor until he 
comes up for assessment. 

All. this may seem long-winded, but 
teachers of football, or gymnastics or what 
have you in an enclosed playing area are 
NOT necessarily capable of teaching these 
adventurous activities in the great outdoors - 
and the mountaineers reckon the training 
should take twice as long as we do. I can see 
the time when the National Coaching 
Committee in its wisdom may well fall into 
line with them. 

Now all this may not lead to a flood of 
instructors to cope with the R.O.S.A. 
problems. However, what I can assure you 
is that the new breed of instructor is keen on 
the sport and keen to teach it. And what 
better teacher can you find than that? Our 
old system allowed a large number of people 
to jump on the band waggon and to wave a 
certificate about declaring them to be capable 
teachers of canoeing, when they weren't. I 
rejoice to tell you that the revised scheme 
cuts these bandwaggoners out. That is not to 
say that there were not a large number of our 
old Instructors who were all that they should 
be. Most of these have already up-graded 
themselves to Senior Instructor, and the rest 
wi I I have done so by the end of the year. 

I hope each quarter to bring you news of 
how our Coaching Scheme is progressing. At 
Easter I will give you the new and extremely 
exciting project for coaching in the 
competition field. John Fazey, elected as 
National Coach with special attention to 
competition, is now able to relax his duties as 
coach to the British Olympic Team, and he 
has already outlined a very comprehensive 
scheme to train competition coaches at 
various levels. I hope you will allow me to 
write about this in your Spring issue. 

Oliver Cock 
(Director of Coaching) 

THIRD ANNUAL CANOE 
ORIENTEERING EVENT, 
MARTHAM, 
OCTOBER 14th 1972 
There were forty seven kayaks taking part in 
this year's Canoe Orienteering event from 
Martham Ferry, which made the entries just 
over double the 1971 number. This reflects 
the establishment in the past year of the 
Norfolk Canoeing Association and the 
organisation of Schools Canoeing throughout 
East Anglia. The Event this year called for 
about 22 kilometres of paddling, with much 
practice in leaving and re-entering canoes at 
difficult places. About ten kayaks completed 
the full course, and the rest nearly all gathered 
for the lunch-time break at the Pleasure Boat, 
Hickling. 

Highest points were scored by Turner 
(Haberdashers' Aske's School, Elstree, Herts.) 
and Mitchell (Harlow Outdoor Pursuits 
Centre), while Glen and Mountain (35th 
Norwich Sea Scouts) were the first double 
kayak. Equal third among the singles were 
Dave Stow (Cromer Canoe Group) and Rosen 
(Haberdashers'), the brother of last year's 
winner, who is now in the British International 
Orienteering Team. With two others (Taff and 
Stafferton) up among the high scorers, the 
Haberdashers' team was the most successful 
in competition, while the Dereham Canoe 
Group, with 15 canoes, was the best 
represented. The leaders' times for the 
Pleasure Boat - Stubb Mill passage (a timed 
section) were very creditable, at around 38 
minutes for 5 km of choppy exposed waters 
and thick reed jungle. The dyke up to the Mill 
was so overgrown that many seem to have 
missed its mouth altogether. 

Other clubs and groups represented in the 
Event were Martham Pirates, Dereham S.S. 
Otters, Kings Lynn Technical College, Norfolk 
Canoeing Association and Richmond Canoe 
Club. 

The 1973 Event wil I take place on 13th 
October next, and will test a different range 
of map-reading and canoeing skills over a 
different course, starting as usual from 
Martham Ferry. 

Organisation of the Event is from YHA 
Martham, assisted by Mike Davis, Secretary of 
the Norfolk Canoeing Association, with the 
co-operation of the Port & Haven 
Commissioners and the British Canoe Union. 

Arthur Cornford, 
Warden 

TOP.BRITISH KAYAK AT 
LLANGOLLEN INTERNATIONAL (Mens K1) 

THE "SMALLS" 
WYE VALLEY CANOE CENTRE Temporary 

Canoeing Instructors required U.K. and 
France short/long periods March-October. 
Please write for further details from P.G.L. 
Adventure Limited, Ross-on-Wye, Here­ 
fordshire. Tel: Ross-on-Wye 3311. 
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LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR 
Dear Sir, 

Following the Anglers appeal regarding a 
canoeist on the R. Wharfe, does the B.C.U. 
intend to appeal to the House of Lords? 

If not, why not? 
Neil Edwards 
Stroud, Glos. 

Dear Sir, 
You might consider it worthwhile inform­ 

ing your readers that Stanley Weir on the 
River Tay has been blown in three places 
following the close down of Stanley Mills. 

It is difficult to find a reason for this 
action since the local fishermen tell me that it 
has done nothing to improve the fishing. 

The three breaches will be dangerous to 
negotiate because of metal reinforcement 
which has broken out of the concrete. These 
spikes will be undetectable at higher water 
levels and we may try to cut them off, but 
this will be a difficult job. 

The effect on the rapid at Campsie Linn 
at present low levels is negligible. The shoot at 
Stanley is still o.k. but a lot easier than before 
since less water is going over it. 

Andrew Morton 
23 Oakbank Crescent 

Perth, PH1 1DF 

Dear Sir, 
In the September edition of Canoeing in 

Britain there appeared a report by Mr. John 
Dudderidge on behalf of the B.C.U. Olympic 
Appeal. 

As part of the Bucks. Schools Canoeing 
Association, I and other members would like 
to thank Mr. Dudderidge for his comment, 
"A great effort by a group of keen vounqsters". 

I would also ljke to thank the man who 
made this effort possible. Mr. Rodn13y 
Hellowell, who's work within the association 
deserves more than a mention, perhaps an 
Olympic Gold Medal in Montreal would 
justify the money ahd time spent in 
preparation. 

R. M. Coley 
9 Hawthorn Avenue 

Bletchley, Bucks. 

Dear Sir, 
Re M. J. Carvell's remark in your 

September issue on Espada Classes for girls: 
we entered recently a team including seven 
girls in a local team-trophy event, only to 
find that because there was no opposition for 
them, their races had to be cancelled. They 
were very disappointed. The organisers 
certainly did their best on this occasion, but 
the other clubs failed to respond. Perhaps 
club leaders don't do as much for the girls as 
they should. 

Dear Sir, 
Today, October 8th, I have just returned 

home from the LONGRIDGE LD, having 
finished a miserable, 21st, in the men's junior 
K1 class. This result was due to a savage 
attack made on me by a passing K2. I had 
done nothing to aggravate the paddlers 
concerned, but while overtaking me, the 
person in the back turned round, and with his 
paddles, viciously hit out at me. Eventually he 
capsized me, and paddled on, roaring with 
laughter. 

I regard this as foul play, especially as the 
K2 was in a different class. I accept 'cutting­ 
up' as 'legal', but fighting is a different matter 
and should result in disqualification. The 
organisers did nothing about it at all. I know 
it must be difficult to get witnesses to these 
kind of incidents, but, please could something 
be done about the LD rules? 

One exhausted competitor­ 
L. J. Haines ( 15) 

58 Lyonsdown Road 
New Barnet, Herts. 

Dear Sir, 
I shou Id Ii ke to make a suggestion about 

competition numbers on Kayaks and Canoes. 
Instead of ranking paddlers changing their 

numbers every race or slalom I think that we 
should adopt the "GO-KART" system of one 
particular number per person per season. 

The number allotted on last year's ranking 
lists, i.e. Top of Div. 1 number 1, second 
number 2, etc. 

This has the added advantage of instant 
evaluation of the opposition. 

R. 4. Buckingham 
7 Chandos Road 

Buckingham 

P. C. Wood 
4 Lower Chabdens 

Ware, Herts. 

BCU SLALOM COMMITTEE 
V.A.T. AND THE CANOEIST 

Meetings of the British Canoe Union Slalom 
and Wild Water Racing Committee will be 
held on the weekend of December 2nd/3rd 
1972 and on Saturday January 27th 1973. 
All clubs active in slalom or wild water racing 
are invited to send representatives to these 
meetings. ' 

SELECTION 1973 WW & SLALOM - 
WILD WATER RACING TEAM. preparation 
for the 1973 World Championships would 
take the following fortn. Four competitions 
would be designated: 

Usk Race November 5th 
Eden Race November 19th 
Royal Deeside Race November 26tt, 
Welsh Dee Race February 11th 
On the results of those races alone an 

international team would be selected which 
would represent Britain abroad in the Spring 
of 1973 and on the results of those Spring 
international races a team wou Id be selected 
which would represent Britain at the 1973 
World Championships at Muota in June. 

SLALOM TEAM preparation for the 1973 
World Championships would take the follow­ 
ing form. A team will be selected after the 
Easter First Division slalom which would 
represent Britain at international events in the 
Spring, including the slalom at Zwickau in the 
DDR in early May. After that date the final 
World Championship team would be selected. 

On the 1st April, 1973 "Value Added Tax" is 
to be introduced. It is anticipated that this 
will be at the rate of 10% on the amount 
charged to the consumer. This tax, which 
replaces Purchase Tax and Selective Employ­ 
ment Tax is of course well known in Europe. 
What effect will this have on the canoeist in 
this country? From preliminary discussions 
with the Customs and Excise Department, 
who are to administer this tax, the main 
effects can be summarised as follows:- 
1 Canoes and equipment which at present 

carry no Purchase Tax will in future bear 
V.A.T. Prices can therefore be expected 
to rise by 10% for these items. 

2 All B.C.U. Subscriptions will have V.A.T. 
added to them. 

3 Entrance fees to Regattas, Races, 
Exhibitions and other sporting events will 
be subject to V.A.T. unless the organisers 
have a total turnover of less than £5,000 
per annum. This should exclude most 
canoe clubs. 

4 Coaching fees charged to sporting 
organisations will be subject to V.A.T. 
but not necessarily on those charged to 
educational establishments: 
I have been informed by Customs and 

Excise that any B.C.U. subscription of 
existing members which are due pn 1st 
November 1972 will not be liable to V.A.T. 
this financial year. 

E. J_ OWEN 
Hon. Treasurer B.C.U. 

The President sends Seasonal 
Greetings to all members of 
the Union, especially those 

who, as members of the council 
and its committees, access 
negotiators, team officials, 

representatives on other bodies 
and in any other capacity, 
have worked so hard for the 
promotion, development and 

protection of our sport. 



* DEMONSTRATIONS IN POOL * BOAT BUILDING * FILMS ON CANOEING * COMPETITIONS 
* LECTURES * --, * TRADE DISPLAY lcANOE \ * CLUB STANDS [_POLOJ 

Orgw,1s«J by Manc~sre,Canoe Club 
EM.Whewell,41'9Mancheste, Rd.,Bury. Lanes 

SAT. 27 JAN 
10AM. to 6 PM 

SUN. 28JAN 
10AM to 1 PM 

AOMISSION 15p 

CANDIS 
IN FRONT 

FOR 

DESIGN& 
QUALITY 

Tourers • Sports • Slalom • Sailing 
Canadian (Single- and 2-seaters) 
Fibreglass in lovely colours 
Folding or Rigid Canoes 
Everything for the 
enthusiast ! 

D-1-Y Kits, Designs, 
Materials, 
Fittings from 
stock 

s 
I 
B 
T 
-A 

BRIGAND 400 
New East German style slalom 
kayak. 7 colours, 28 lbs. £34-99 

DIVISION ONE 
The lay-up for top slalom com­ 
petition £42-50 

DUO-DECA SPRAYDECKS 
From £3-00 

STACKER SIX 
Double U-bar rack to carry up to 
6 single kayaks. Frame only £10 
Complete with ladder rack - £15 

Built by: 
HOUGHTON 
DEVELOPMENT 
co. 

~ Monksbridge Trading Estate, 
••• Dinnington (Tel: 4131) ca Sheffield S31 7SZ_ 

~ 3MILESOFFM.1 
•••• JUNCTION 31 

Designers &Manufacturers 
FOR OVER 35 YEARS 

LONG DISTANCE RACING EVENTS 
DATE EVENT 
11th Feb. Oxford L.D. 

4th March Vaux Tankard 
Durham L.D. 

18th March Huntingdon L.D. 

ORGANISER 
Neil Haigh, 
Murton College, Oxford. 

A. C. Scott, 
Bede College, Durham. 

J. Ramwell, 
H.M. Borstal, Gaynes Hall, Great Staughton, 
Huntingdon. 

WINTER SLALOM 
Non-ranking Open, Novice and Junior Classes (12-14 years; 14-16 years) C1, 

C2 and Team 

K1 & C1 - 30p 
Team - 50p 

Junior - 20p 
C2 - 50p 

On the River Dart (Grade 11) with good camping facilities. Junior Course modified. 
Entries to: 

P Thorn - by 10 January 
Outward Bound School 
Holne Park 
Ashburton, Devon. 
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WORlD FAMOUS DANISH 
SPRINT RACING KAYAKS 
AND CANOES 

I 

..,,, IN WOOD-VENEER OR GLASSFIBRE MANUFACTURE 

RANGER K1 
LANCER K1 
GLIDER K2 
WINNER K4 
DELTA C1 

GERMAfi/ DESIGNED 
ROUGH WATER AND 
TOURING KAYAKS 

IN BRITISH GLASSFIBRE MANUFACTURE 

LOISACH - SLALOM 
MUNCHEN - TOURING 
TRAMP -TOURING 
COMRADE - TOURING 
SL7-SL8 - G.P. 

BRITISH DESIGNED KA YAKS 
FOR LbNG DISTANCE 
RACING 

IN BRITISH GLASSFIBRE MANUFACTURE 

SCIMITAR K1 
MIRAGE k2 
AND L-D CLASS i<A YAKS 

BUT FROM CANOE CENTRE THIS IS OJVL Y HALF THE 
STORY-SEND FOR CATALOGUE OF COMPLETE RANGE: 
KA YAKS, PADDLES, AND ACCESSORIES 

SOLE U.K. AGENT FOR KLEPPER, STRUER, & LIM/NAT. Kayaks to any part of th~ world - ask for oversHs price quotation. 
• _ ___:__ __ --"---------- --·- 1•. , ·t -· •.. - . 
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I 

. is sD...., . 
TWO PRE-OLYMPIC TRIALS (AMERICA) TOWN SLALOM MEN'S ~_€ i i0 
Kl LUNE_ ~LALOM MEN'S Kl LUNE SLALOM LADIES Kl ~\,,\,, f<;,C ~\,, 'i\0~ 
FiRST GRANTULLY LADIES Kl SECOND GRANTULLY sD"' r,c' ~~ 
LADIES Kl SERPENTS 1AIL LADIES Kl TOWN , or ~r,i 
SLALOM LADIES Kl LADIES Ki NATIONAL . CO 
CHAMPIONSHIPS WHITEWATER NATIONAL , _ AL_L AVAILABLE 

TROPHY FOR MOST POINTS ~~ 
SCORED IN LD GOLD . · .· 
DIPPER LLANGOLLEN •. SLALOM-KAYAk AS SELECTED 

1TIONAL 
MEDAL 

. gl ~. ~ ~~f ~LURG 

THE. 
KAYAKS 

F 

NEW! 
VAMPIRE 

BATH 
UNOFFICIALLY TESTED 
STRAIGHT LINE 12% FAStER 

ADVANCED TURN 16% FASTER 
TRAINER DRAW 27% FASTER 
AVERAGE INCREASED OVERALL PERFORMANCE 18.5% 

Streamlyte success helps to make competition winnirig Kayaks more easiiy available to Education 
Authorities, Youth Groups, and the Ministry of Defence. Streamlyte are the professiona,ls. Established 
through long experience of contracting to the Authorities, and painstaking care in producing the best 
Kayaks available today. 

Telephone today for details of our range 
5% DISCOUNT ON ALL MATERIALS PURCHASED - on the production of a current BCU Membership Card 

Printed by Carlisle Web Offset ltd., Newtown Industrial Estate, Carlisle. 
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