


1st AT FIRST SLALOM 

LUNE SLALOM RESULTS. MARCH 12_66. 

1st. Division. 
1st. Ken Langford 
2nd. John MacLeod 
Jrd. Dave Mitchell 
2nd. Division. 
1st. Jeff Slater 
2nd. Peter Hazelton 
Jrd. Fred Doodey 
Ladies. 
1st. Heather Goodman 
2nd. Lesley Calverley 

K.W.7. 
K.W.7. 
K.W.7. 

K.W.7. 
K.W.J. 
K.W.J. 

K.W.7. 
K.W.J. 

SERIES OF 4 DEE RACES, WHITE WATER 
Winter 1965/66 - Final Results 

1st. Ken Langford 
2nd. Chris Skellern 
Jrd. John MacLeod 

K.W.6. 
K.W.6. 
K.W.6. 

Subject to Official Confirmation 
For further details write or telephone to: 
STREAMLYTE MOULDINGS (Marine) LTD. 124 Brighton Road, Shoreham-by-Sea, Sussex Telephone: Southwick 2108 

Contn.ctors to: The Admiralty Air Ministry War Office Educ.ation Authorities Exporters Civil and Milita, 'f 



WE LEAD THE FIELD WITH T~E MOST COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF BRITISH 
HARDSKIN RACING AND TOUR±NG KAYAKS. 

AVONCRAFT proudly 
announce a completely 
rtew range of the 
following classes:- 

CLASS 7 racing double. 
MK. 2 INVADER Kl. 
SPRINT K2. 

Existing models 
include:- 

INVADER 65 class J. 
INVADER MK. 1 Kl. 
INVADER K2. 
HUSTLER MK.J double. 
RAPIDE MK.J single. 

This has been AVONCRAFT1S most fiUCcessful year yet with the 
most advanced developments for racing and touring craft available. 

Such is our progress, that we are the first to manufacture and 
go into full production of British designed Olympic Kl and K2 
classes, and gain immediate successes. The latest being the Irish 
International Liffey Descent with a 1st in both Kl and K2 events, 

Our class J and class 7 craft need no introduction, with a 
continuous string of wins throughout the 1965 season, 

Special kits for schools and H.M. Forces, involving a completely 
new and simplified technique in building. 

Write for our full range of touring canoes, complete or in kit 
form to :- R. H.VARDY 

30. CAVAN RoAo. 
REDBOURN. HERTFORDSHIRE. TELE REDBOURN 303 

Suppliers to H.M. Forces, Clubs and Education Authorities.etc. 



MOONJRAKER 
BRITISH RACING AND TOURING 

CANOES 

The finest and most successful canoes built to the highest standards 

of craftsmanship in our factory or assembled easily and quickly from 

prefabricated kits. Always ahead in design. 

Do not waste money by buying through agents or dealers. Moon­ 

raker Canoes are sold only direct from our works, at cost price. 

Please send for FREE book on canoeing to 

JENKINS & LANCEFIELD 
Dept. 9 

PICKWICK, CORSHAM, WILTS. 
Save money by buying direct from the manufacturer 
SUPPLIERS TO H.M. SERVICES & EDUCATION AUTHORITIES 
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Money Better Spent 
In the current issue of 'Canoeing in Britain', the official 

news bulletin of the British Canoe Union, it is suggested that the 
money (in the region of £50) spent on conducting a postal poll 
of members on basic issues could be better spent. This remark was 
made with reference to decision concerning increased membership 
fees carried at the B.C.U. A.G.M. 

It is not our intention to discuss this decision further, but 
we are perturbed at the thinking behind the idea that £50 is too 
much to ascertain the true wishes of the J,000 members who did not 
attend the A.G.M. and left matters to the 200 who did. It is 
reasonable to suppose that competitive canoeists by their very 
gregariousness, and by way of their specialist committees, have 
ample opportunity to make their wishes felt. But, the same cannot 
be said for the non-competitor, and the individual basis of member­ 
ship of the B.C.U. means that there is a special problem here. Who 
can speak authoritatively for these paddlers? Who can say what they 
want from the Union? Who can say how far the Union is meeting their 
needs? With the exception of impressions gained by the General 
Secretary from correspondence and by the National Coach, from 
personal contacts, there is no-one. 

We would suggest that there is no better way of' spend-ing £5Q 
or even £2501 than in finding out exactly what the members want, 
and indeed, it might be well worthwhile for the Union to spend some 
of its increased

1 
subscription revenue on conducting a detailed 

survey of members needs, 
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A.B. Sees a Technical Column BY ALAN BYDE 

HON. B.C.U. SENIOR COACH 

Fibreglass Repairs 
Kerrunch! Big Jim zoomed by with seraphic grin, or was it a 

fixed rictus of fear? My quite new slalom type canoe bored into 
the umpteenth stopper and swung upstream in the pool at the end of 
Abbey Bridge rapids. Big Jim is a young policeman, Black Belt 
Judo, about sixteen stones, and happy. He is not very good at 
steering canoes in grade three water. 

La~er at Bede College Durham, in the workshop there, the 
group canoeing at the Vaux School for Sport examined the damage. 
At the stern there was a longitudinal crack, each side, each ~bout 
six inches long. The material had split right through, but this 
had not caused the canoe to sink. The edges of the split do not 
bag inwards as canvas would, the springiness of the fibreglass 
holding the edges in line with each other. Slow seepage follows. 

Repair was not possible until the moisture trapped in the torn 
fibres at the edges of the split had been dried out. The slightest 
sign of damp makes a lasting resin repair impossible. The finely 
polished yellow gel coat had shattered, and flaked away from the 
quarter inch or so each side of the cracks. Moisture was trapped 
under this flaking material. Access to the inside of the hull 
was restricted by the inflated polythene "water" bag which my KW 4 
sports. Behind where the bag had been I found sand drifts, from 
the sea, and the salty sand does not dry out as readily as does 
fresh water grit. The inside of the hull was mopped out with a 
rag stapled on to the end of a piece of a broken stringer. First 
water was used, to remove most of the grit_ and sand, and then 
another rag was used with acetone on it to rub the inside of the 
wound. 

The outside was ripped free of flakes with my trusty rasp 
(Of ill repute) and generally the finely polished surface was 
rasped arid roughened. Loose glass threads were rasped away. A 
wire brush is handy for cleaning the rasp after the teeth have been 
clogged with debris. I should add this was confined to the area 
about one and a half inches around the split. After this, it was 
left for a day thoroughly to dry. 

Problem. If patches are applied to the outside, which involves 
no bother whatever, they would very soon be flaking off into the 
surrounding waters. Fibreglass flexes, and this causes separation 
at what may seem to be a good joint. If patches are to be applied 
internally, how in the heck could I get a long thin boy to wriggle 
up there? The fumes from the resin might asphyxiate him, and then 
where would I be? 

So I took the long piece of stringer, about 4-5 feet long, 
and with my stapling gun attached a rough piece of l½mm ply to it. 
That took.less time to do than to write this. Then I placed an 
old brush, which I use for resin, on the ply and stapled it to the 
ply. The hand le of the brush was broken long ago, and it is nearly 
all brush and ferrule. The centre line of the brush was at about 



thirty degrees to the centre line of the stick, brush fibres 
forwards. It was a really rough lash up, but it held long enough 
for me to do the job. 

I then cut rough patches from 1½ oz glass mat, each about 
4-6 inches square, or near enough. I used three patches for each 
split; there were two, matching each other each side. I rubbed 
out the inside of the hull again with acetone in order to obtain 
a final cleaning, and then mixed the resin. This was quite rough. 
I no longer measure for small quantities, finding that no matter 
how quick I make the mix, there is generally about ten minutes in 
which to appiy it. Contaminated brushes and pots are deadly, 
sending a fresh mix off immediately. So use clean containers and 
brushes. Incidentally, quick mixes are obtained by 

1. Having warm room. 
2. Having dry air. 
J. Increasing the accelerator. 

When working by rule of thumb, never make big mixes; it could 
go wrong. Using a small container such as yoghourt comes in, about 
the size of a breakfast cup, half fill it, and stir in about a 
capful of the catalyst. That is about a large thimbleful. This 
is far more than the 1% mixture necessary, but it is certain to be 
effective. Put in no accelerator if the resin is already laced 
with accelerator; some is, some is not, there is no way of telling 
apart from the label. If the job is complicated, put none in. If 
the job is easy, and time is precious, put as much accelerator as 
catalyst in. You should still have ten minutes. If the job is 

":17 /. ·~·•;., 
____ _..d~;'::__:_~~ 

I ong handle for brush J 

·--·~' hun--. .-ili!i!!fl!!!l!ll!!S!""' note gop 

~ 
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complicated and likely to be slow, make a slow mix, and put it out 
in the sun afterwards to be warmed and speeded up. (What a sense 
of humour the man has). For soaking mat glass, thin 'body' resin 
is better, as it wets out much more quickly than does thixotropic 
resin. Thixo will do, but is slow to work. 

Now, back to the problem of internal repairs to the far end 
of a KW 4. The hull was placed right way up on a bench, and a 
piece of scrap 'Formica' was laid out ready, shiny side up. The 
brush on the stick was ready, and the pieces of mat were laid 
ready by the working surface. The inside of the hull around the 
damage was liberally daubed with resin, and this was thoroughly 
stippled on. A piece of mat was laid on the "Formica", and was 
wetted out. It was then draped over the end of the brush, and 
I found it convenient to hold the brush on its stick on the side. 
Incidentally, it had been tried for fit before. The sloppy piece 
of mat was manouevered into the· far end of the hull, and worked 
about until it lay somewhere across the damage. Zeroing the mat 
was not possible, so approximation had to do. It proved possible 
to work bubbles out fairly easily, provided that the wetted mat 
had been properly balanced on the end of the brush, and that it had 
been neatly applied initially. Other layers were worked on, and 
about two or three fast but small mixes were used. Time about 
twenty minutes, after due preparation. 

After the inside had hardened, at the very least two hours 
is required for a fast mix, the outside was given two neat patcpes 
of mat, one on top of the other, one for each split. This patch 
can be shaped later for looks. If you have coloured gel coat to 
match the hull use it at this stage. I left the rough patches on, 
but careful rasping can produce quite a good fini·sh. After a 
further ten months of exposure including all the ice and snow 
we have had, and the hard use that my canoes receive from beginners, 
the Olltside patch is showing signs of lifting at the edges. There 
is no leakage whatever. The inside seems to be unaffected, but I 
cannot see it clearly. It is a good idea to widen the split about 
quarter of an inch, so that there can be direct contact between the 
'green' or unhardened resin inside and that outside. This gives 
a strong flattened 'I' beam section. Leaving the crack edges 
touching may prevent the resin penetrating right through, creating 
an air gap and consequent weakness. 

On another occasion I 'rescued' a KW 3 at Atlantic College, 
which had an undamaged deck, but a shortened nose to the hull. It 
had split at the 'seam', and had crumpled the hull on contact with 
the sand in a forward loop. This required radical surgery, so I 
cut off the overhanging portion of the deck, and found then that 
the hull could be pulled out into shape again. The inside was 
heavily built up with glass and resin in thick •wedges', overlapp~ng 
about two inches. The deck was then reattached by being laved. with 
resin and lowered onto the hull, allowing for the width of the 
hacksaw cut. In place, it was held with sticky tape, and allowed 
to 'go off'. About two hours later, the deck was reinforced from 
inside much as before. This time I worked with my head up in the 
cockpit an'd the canoe upside down. The joint to be made must be 
kept so that resin will tend to drain down to it, not away from 
it. The raggy 'flash' was trimmed when hard. 
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Operation Whizz Bang 
BY C.H. BLACKFORD (HON. SENIOR COACH B.C.U.) 

Calsho.t Spit, Tuesday, January 25th 1966 
1100 - 11}0 hours 

Wind force 6, gusting 7 
Visability - 4 miles 
Barometer - 28.8 

Object of Exercise 
To carry out trials of Pyrotechnics for Canoeists and Small 

Boat users 

See Tables of Firings and Observations 
Trials were carried out in accordance with attached schedules. 

Conclusions: 
1. A rnaroon is 

Boat users. 
impractical for Canoeists but suitable for Small 

Against it is: 
a) Weight and bulk 
b) Explosion not heard up wind 

2. The best Distress Signal for the use of a Canoeist was the 
Hand-flare (Mars), for the following reasons:- 

1) Brightest 
2) Longest duration 
J) Practical size 

J. Mini Flare Pack is also recommended, as an additional aid, 
for the Canoeist for the final stages of a search. 

4. It is strongly recommended that the Hand Flare and Mini Flare 
be adopted for attachment to the Canoeist Lifejacket-, which 
would be the normal stowage position. 
Suggestions for conducting a similar trial are attached. 
Finally, our thanks are due to the many individuals and 

authorities who co-operated so willingly in this exercise. 

Suggestions for Conducting Pyrotechnic Trials 

1. Contact, well in advance, all Authorities, Armed Services and 
Public Services, who might take action on such a report (on 
Operation Whizz-Bang we originally notified 18 authorities, 
but found that 999 calls went to the Hampshire County Police 
at Winchester, a .distance of nearly JO miles inland from the 
trials area. We still had time to give reasonable notice to 
the Hampshire County Police. 

2. Arrangements should be made prior to the trial in case of 
cancellation. 

J. Fix a date and time of both "Start" and "finish". 
4. Have a Coding of Grading so that all "Observers" repqrts are 

relatively accurate. Colour slides might well be used as a 
standard from which to work. 

5. Brief thoroughly all "Observers" as to what to expect remembering 
that if conditions are realistic the Canoeists may not work 
accurately to time. 

6. Brief "Firers" on ignition methods and how to reach the flares 
(especially if in plastic bags) 

7. A central First Aid Post should be set up. 
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How Foolish Can You Get? BY JOHN GRIFFIN 

Perhaps fools and canoes go together, or perhaps one's earliest 
antics afloat are bound to be foolish, and a canoe is the likeliest 
starting point. Whatever the reason, most canoeists seem able to 
produce a batch of stories of near-fatal foolishness, though they 
may prefer others to be the subject of them. 

Most of my stories are about Tom, one of an irresponsible 
crowd with whom I spent some of my student days, living on a 
houseboat on the River Itchen. Tom and trouble went hand-in-hand, 
and when there was a canoe paddle in Tom's other hand even the 
Skipper of the Queen Lizzie had better watch out. So often did I 
recover my canoe from some remote corner of the Docks after Tom 
had capsized or holed it, that in the end I issued him with a 
padlock and chain so that at least he could secure the canoe until 
I could get to it. 

His most bizarre accident was a collision with a University 
racing eight. Tom, of course, capsized, and surfaced alongside 
the cox after 65 feet of eight had passed over him. "You should 
observe the Rules of the Road at Sea," cried the cox "Come forward, 
are you ready, row!", and disappeared at a steady J2 to the minute, 
leaving Tom, who had as usual forgotten to wear a lifejacket, and 
had now lost his glasses, to drown. Fortunately, a member of the 
local fishing fraternity, to whom Tom was a sort of mascot, was at 
hand to rescue him. 

For foolishness of the cold-sweat variety, the prize must go to 
Colin, a lad of 15 who was introduced by a Probation Officer to the 
Sea Scout Group to which I am attached, Colin was supposed to be 
unruly, and a problem to his parents, but we only found him rather 
shy and reserved. However, it turned out that there was nothing 
we could teach him about handling a canoe, which came as rather a 
surprise, for at that time our canoes were virtually the only 
ones on the river. 

Eventually, I was let into the secret when Colin took me 
ashore in a ramshackle boatyard, and showed me with great pride 
a battered and nondescript canoe which he owned. He had bought 
the canoe for a few shillings, but had told no-one of it, for his 
mother was something of a tartar, he said, and would never have 
allowed him to keep it. But she did not seem to mind what he did 
with his time as long as he kept out of her way, so under the 
guise of. going "hiking", Colin had contrived to spend his week-ends 
afloat, entirely innocent of such matters as lifejacket or buoyancy. 

As he ventured further afield, he had acquired half a paving­ 
stone for an anchor, as well as an ex-army petrol stove, a saucepan 
that also did duty as a bailing-can, and the inevitable fishing­ 
tackle. Colin had ranged from Ramble to Beaulieu, and had several 
times crossed to the Isle of Wight. He told me that on occasions 
when he had been unable to get ashore at low water, he had learned 
to cook and sleep in the canoe. 

Our activities were a poor substitute for adventures of this 
calibre, and Colin did not stay with us long. Of course, I asked 
him whether he realised what a flap there would be if he went 
missing one week-end, but he replied that he didn't really think 
anyone would care very much, and possibly he was right. 
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Win a Paddle 

Competition 

Last month your Editor visited Mr. Hirschfeld of Tyne Folding 
Boats, and found him looking very benign. 11I have just dispatched 
a large number of my g-La s s fibre canoes to Persia, 11 he said. 
Being incurably curious, I asked "How many? 11 

At once, his face became inscrutable, and then after a moment's 
thought he replied "There were equal numbers of our lJ' 611 single 
and 161 double glass fibre canoes, and ~hey were dispatched to the 
docks on two lorries each of which carried the same number of 
canoes. And to help you here is a picture of one of the lorries 
fully loaded". 

In a flash, using his pocket abacus, your Editor had the 
answer - the wrong one incidentally, but perhaps our readers can 
do better. 

Mr. Hirschfel~ offers a prize of an Alumac paddle to the 
reader who correctly estimates the total number of canoes which 
were dispatched to Persia. Answers should be sent to The Editor, 
Canoeing, 1 North Lodge, Ealing Green, London w.5. and should be 
marked 'Competition' in the top left hand corner of 't he envelope. 
The closing date for the competition is the 2nd May, 1966, when 
the first correct solution opened will be declared the winner. 

OPEN LD RACE ARMY CHAMPIONSHIPS 1966 

This event will be open to all BCU members .. Start and Finish 
at Child-Beale Trust, Pangbourne. Course: Upstream to Goring Lock, 
portage over weir and island to left of and below Lock. Downstream 
to Whitchurch Lock, portage through weir at right of lock. Down­ 
stream to turning point at Caversham bridge in Reading portaging 
at Mapledurham Lock through fields on South of River. Upstream 
to finish portaging through locks at Mapledurham and Whitchurch 
Locks. 

The start will be on land and will involve approximately 
100 yds of portage to water. 

Senior course 20 miles: Junior 14 miles, 
Start 1200 hrs Sunday 29th May. 
As this course is difficult it is suggested that competitors 

should consider the advisability of using valuable racing craft 
in mint condition. 

Camping site on trust riverside available. 
Lifejackets will be carried by all competitors. 
Entry fees 7/6 a head: entries to Capt. D. Braund, Army 

Apprentices School, Harrogate, Yorks., by 20th May. 
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DEVIZES TO WES'IMINSTER CANOE RACE, 1966 

PROVISIONAL PLACIIDS 

SENIOR EVENT: 
1. 195 G.Howe & B.Strickland R.M.C.C.Poole 
2. 163 R.A.M.Seeger & J.R.Chairman, R.M.A.Sandhurst 
J. 1J4 J.D.Eustace & C.S.Campion, Kennet Valley CC 

JUNIOR EVENT: 
1. Jl V.Flook & D.Haskey, Junior Leaders R.E.Dover 
2, JS S.Sherman & C.Cook, A.A.S. Harrogate 
J. J6 N.Water & G.Crossland, A.A.S. Harrogate 

21hrs. 4mins 
22hrs.29mins.J0secs. 
22hrs.49mins.15secs. 

19hrs.18mins.J2secs. 
20hrs.15mins.29secs. 
2Ohrs.49mins.Jlsecs. 
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Cresta Guide to Painting and Varnishing 
It's worth remembering these painting and varnishing tips. 
"Cresta" WBP bonded, woodworm proof plywoods are made from 

fine West African timbers bonded -together with a powerful adhesive 
that resists weather and temperature changes almost indefinitely. 
But even such excellent plywoods as these need care when you paint 
or varnish them. That way you can be sure of always getting top 
decorative quality and 100% protection. 

Just follow these few basic rules and you'll be proud of the 
results every time - they apply to "Cresta" M.R. bonded Blockboard 
too. 
KEEP MOISTURE OUT 

Moisture under paints and varnishes leads to blisters, peeling, 
staining and general unsightly.failure of the protective layers. 
Be sure to paint or varnish boards when they are dry and when 
adjacent plaster and wet work have dried out. It isn't enough 
just to paint or varnish the exposed face of plywood which is to 
be used outdoors or in wet situations. There is a risk that water 
will get to untreated edges and surfaces, it may then be drawn up 
behind the paint film and lead to breakdown of the coatings. 
"Cresta" plywood comes from the factory with clean smooth surfaces 
but check that they are still free of dirt, grease and dust before 
starting to paint or varnish. 
PAINTING. Good Priming is Essential 

Paint research proves that priming is the most important part 
of the painting process. It forms the anchorage for the undercoats. 
A well-applied, good quality, lead based, hardwood primer is 
essential for good adhesion between paint and timber. Use a brush 
to ensure that it penetrates the grain. Primer has better holding 
power if two thin coats are used rather than one thick one which is 
more likely to form "bridges" over the cellular structure of the 
wood. 

Don't forget the corners, edges, and back of the board. 
A FILLER FOR A SMOOTH SURFACE 

A wood filler is advisable if a really smooth surface is 
required. All nail and screw holes should be stopped to avoid 
moisture collecting in them, which may lead to moisture absorption 
by the wood, or stain·from iron or ferrous fixings. (The use of 
corrosion resistant fixings will avoid metallic staining). 
BENEFIT°FROM THE PAINT MANUFACTURER'S EXPERIENCE 

Follow the paint and varnish manufacturer's recommendations 
very closely - as any skimping on the number of recommended coats 
or method of application is unwise. Undercoats should only be 
applied onra clean, undamaged primer which has not set too hard. 

· Once again don't forget the edges and the back. 
SEAL ALL SURFACES 

Plywood to be used in wet or steamy conditions must be sealed 
on all edges and surfaces otherwise its appearance will suffer 
from staining, colour loss, and lack of adhesion of paint film. 
If the edge of the plywood is to be hidden in a frame, or butt 
against masonry, there i~ a particular danger of water percolating 
through and being absorbed by the dry plywood edges. Use weather 
resistant glues to seal joints in out·door joinery constructions. 
Screw holes should be sealed too. 
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REPAINTING 
Properly applied paint should last five or six years outdoors. 

When repainting wash down and clean the surface. Sand to give a 
key. Make sure the surface is dry before adding further undercoats 
and top coats. Avoid a build-up of thick paint which may flake 
later. 
CLEAR FINISHES 

Start with a thin first coat that will sink into the wood. 
For a really smooth surface use an oil or resin based filler. 
Choose a colour which matches the wood and use it sparingly to 
avoid obscuring the grain. To protect the handsome appearance 
of "Cresta" boards from colour loss and weathering outdoors finish 
off with at least three or four coats of first quality varnish. 
Unfortunately not even this will last forever and if your varnish 
surface is exposed to the weather it will need a refresher coat 
every twelve months or so to preserve its appearance, .whether or 
not it appears to need it. Wash down, and use a light abrasive 
b~fore adding further coats. It is far better to add an extra 
protective coat than to wait until deterioration has set in by 
which time .the remedy is more difficult. Again do not forget to 
varnish or seal the edges and backs of the boards because no matter 
how many layers you put on the faces they can still be spoilt by 
mois t ur'e percolating from untreated surfaces. 

Other sources of information on painting and varnishing:­ 
"Painting Woodwork", Building Research Station Digest No. JO H.M.S .O. 

"Maintaining Timber Exposed to the Weather". Timber Research 
and Development Association, Tylers Green, High Wycombe, Bucks. 

Letters 
Dear Sir, 

~ing Canoes 

It was with interest and great amusement that I read the 
Technical Column of A.B. in the March "Canoeing" edition. The 
illustrated technique ("fact"), A.B. considers with justification 
to be impracticable in the case of a hull which is anything over 
the 'almost Empty' mark. 

From our experiments at college in a swimming bath we found 
a simple but extremely effective method of emptying the dreaded 
upturned canoe. The technique is for the unfortunate member to 
plunge his forearm and opened palm from above the surface down 
and under the inverted cockpit opening. The result is something 
of a poor man's Ernie Evans. The effective surface area of the 
limb acts as an air pump, forcing in the air while the necessary 
amount of water is consequently dispelled with each stroke. 

The canoe empties quite rapidly in fact, and the Byde 
variation on the "T" method or the Ernie Evans "up and over" 
style may then be. applied. I must admit though, in deep water we 
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found the "over" easy enough - enough, that is, to flip the canoe 
over and partially refill it in the process! It is the up which is 
difficult. Try as we may, we were never able to develop sufficient 
upward thrust to lift the opening clear ready for the flip over 
(there was· nothing wrong with our swimming powers). We were 
using a PBK. 59., and possibly the relatively flat deck areas 
created too much suction on the water surface at the critical time. 

I hope that I have kicked the ball about sufficiently - no 
doubt there is a lot more room for those with imagination. 

Yours faithfully, 
Noel Loughlin 

Dear Sir, 

Emptying Canoes 

As some of your readers will have gathered by this time, I am 
a canoeist with roots in a more leisured age and consequently I am 
filled with admiration at the gyrations of the aquatic youngsters 
of today. This being so I can scarcely presume to offer them 
advice on how to get out of difficulties in water that I would not 
dream of attempting. However, in following the various writings 
on •emptying canoes', I wonder if the use of a pump is not worth 
more detailed examination. Perhaps, one of your technical readers 
could draw up a specification for such a pump and which the 
ingenious Mr. Byde could then construct. 

It seems to me that if the pump had sufficient capacity then 
the problem of the waterlogged canoe would be considerably lessened. 

As a curiosity, I enclose a sketch of a Plll!lP which Warrington 
Baden-Powell used on his canoe in the 1870's. 

Yours faithfully, 
Norman Tilley, 
Chiswick, w.4. 

~UICIU 
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Dear Sir, 

Our April Issue 

May I offer you my sincere congratulations on the April issue 
of your magazine, and the wonderful amount of sense that you have 
collected in the articles in it. 

Peter Rogers writes about Flat Water Slaloms, which have been 
looked down upon by some of the 'mighty' in the past. I have long 
been advocating these for beginners, and I do not think that one 
necessarily needs a swimming bath to run one. So long as there 
are the wherewithall to sling the gates up, any quiet piece of 
water will do. The increasingly enthusiastic reception of the 
"Wiggle-Wriggle" gate is one, clear indication of its value - and 
I have seen even experts suddenly disappear underwater whilst 
performing on such courses! 

The article on the Regional Sports Councils, by John Saunders, 
is most important. His, sad report on the lack of support from 
the established canoe clubs unhappily does not apply to his region 
only. One club secretary asked me "why the devil should 'they' 
interfere with his club", Well, there is a jolly good reason why 
his club should interfere with 'them' - if we want to keep access 
open and to increase it. 

And, again from John Saunders, the bit about writing to one's 
M.P. Here is clear evidence that it does produce results. Although 
the B.C.U. wants increased membership, to add weight to its voice, 
individual voices as well will add even more weight, and the powers 
that be will jolly well have to heed us, 

Then John Jenkins talks about L.D. racing canoes, and his 
final paragraph emphasises that such canoes should be capable of 
running over "true L.D. Courses. By this we mean courses which 
would be extremely difficult to tackle in unstable and unseaworthy 
craft •• " I have heard of some L.D. races being·modified simply 
to satisfy such craft. The L.D. race is our 'cross-country' version 
of our sport, and this aspect should not be spoilt by pandering 
to those with unsuitable canoes, It will ruin the concept of the 
race, and might ultimately destroy it altogether. 

Finally may I refer to the "9o% of the canoes afloat ..... owned 
by unaffiliated canoeists", which you mention in your editorial? 
These people should be looked upon, not with scorn but with some 
pity·and not a little misgiving. The very final sentence in 
Mr. Saunders's article gives the reason for this: "Almost all 
canoeing fatalities occur with persons not members of recognised 
and established clubs". My own records, started in 1960, prove 
this to be only too true. The trouble is that, by all outward 
appearances, it is easy to put a canoe afloat, get in and push off. 
They are all too sadly unaware that is is easier to get in and 
push over. 

Therefore there are two reasons why people who want to canoe 
should join a 'Recognised and established canoe club': (i) to add 
weight to our voice; (ii) to learn how to handle these delightful 
but tricky little boats. 

Yours faithfully, 
O.J. Cock, 
National Coach, 
B.C.U. 
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Book Review 
CANOEING WATERS by Percy Dlandford 
Lutterworth Press, 18s.6d.) 

There is no doubt that the publication of this book will come 
as a shock to many members of the British Canoe Union. for it is in 
direct competition to the Union's 'Guide to the waterways of the 
British Isles'. Briefly, it is-a series of itineraries to the· 
canoeing waters of England, Scotland and Wales, and many B.C.l'. 
Members will be prompted to ask "Why has it been published?" 
The simple answer, presumably, is that both the author and publisher 
think thar it will sell in sufficient quantities to show a profit 
to them both. 

As reviewers, it would be pleasant if we could give an outright 
recommendation to e Lt h e r' the B.C.U. Guide or to 'Canoeing Waters', 
but this we cannot do. As might be expected, both books cover in 
detail the major and more popular of the canoeing waters, but on 
the smaller and lesser used ones the amount of detail varies in 
both books, and it is impossible to say that one book is more 
comprehensive than the other. For English waters they both score 
equal marks, for Scottish waters the B.C.U. Guide comes out well 
in the lead, but for Wales 'Canoeing Waters' would seem more 
comprehensive, whilst Irish waters are only to be found in the 
1B.C.U. Guide'. 

In the matter of price 'Canoeing Waters' at 18s.6d. is ahead 
of the 'B.C.U. Guide' at 25s. (21s. to members), but the choice 
here may be governed by whether or not you live in Scotland or 
Ireland when the balance w.ould be obviously redressed. 

As a piece of publishing, 'Canoeing Waters' is the more 
attractive in presentation and in the inclusion of maps and photo­ 
graphs. The former obviously very useful, although the practica 1 
value of the latter is rather doubtful. The smaller format of the 
'B.C.U. Guide' makes it better suited for use when actually touring, 
but in our view both books would have been more durable had they 
made use of a plastic casing which would have been more resistant 
to the odd paddle splash or raindrop. 

Well, there it is, as we said earlier we cannot recommend 
a 'best buy' (sorry, it should be 'better buoy') to our readers, 
we can only suggest that you compare them both and decide which is 
more likely to meet your own needs. Looking down from our ivory 
tower we can only, perhaps, feel a twinge of regret that the Jrd 
edition of the 'B.C.U. Guide' which is at present in preparation 
was not placed in the hand of Percy Blandford and thus we might 
have had one comprehensive book rather than two competitive ones. 
Nevertheless, tribute must be paid to Percy Blandford for once 
again documentating an aspect of our sport and for ensuring its 
publication in a form which will enable this information to reach 
the widest possible audience, 
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News Flashes 
NATIONAL OPEN YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIPS 
We have been asked by Jeff Law the National Organiser of these 
championships to remind readers of these events for the under 
18's. Area Championships will be held from Mid May to Mid June, 
with the Finals being held at Bedford on the 17th July. As a 
point of interest the Bedford Town Council are presenting special 
silver medals to the winners. For further details, readers should 
contact their local C.C.P.R. Office or write direct to J. Law, 
18 Kings Head Hill, London, E.4. 

NEW WHITE WATER 
We have just received the second issue of the new quarterly 'White 
Water' magazine. Although we get our copy free, we think it is 
well worth the ann~al subscription of 10s. which other people 
are charged. Some of the articles we should have been pleased 
to publish ourselves - can we say more. Subscriptions should 
be sent to Maurice Rothwell, 21 Windsor Road, Clayton Bridge, 
Manchester 10. 

YOUNG CANOE CLUB INVESTS IN L.D. RACE 
The Orwell C.C. are organising an L.D. race for the 17th July and 
are determined to have a trophy for all B.C.U. classes taking part. 
Already they have obtained the support of H.M.S. Ganges and are 
hoping to show the local public some top class canoeing. 

WE HOPE IT'S NOT TRUE 
We learn of a suggestion that the 1967 B.C.U. A.G.M. may form part 
of a weekend programme in the Manchester area and that this may 
take the place of the London Canoe Conference. We hope it's not 
true because the London Canoe Conference attracts a large number 
of visitors from schools and youth organisations who are simply 
prospecting the sport. Most of these are from the home counties 
and we simply cannot see them travelling North to prospect. 

TIDE TABLES BY ROSPA 
RoSPA has produced a series of local tide charts printed on display 
card measuring 15 x 10 ins and intended for wall display. At the 
present time five are available covering the following areas: 
Cornish and Devon coasts from Bideford to Salcombe, North Devon and 
Somerset from Bristol Avon to Ilfracombe, South Devon and Dorset 
from Start Point to Lulworth Cove, and Hampshire, Sussex and Kent 
from Portsmouth to Ramsgate. RoSPA is asking all coastal local 
authorities to purchase the charts in bulk for distribution, but 
in case of difficulty write direct to RoSPA. Terminal House, 
52 Grosvenor Gardens, London S.W.l. The price is 2s.6d. each 
(post free) . 

DINCKLEY FERRY SLALOM 
Change of date of the 4th Div. Novices and Ladies Slalom. Permission 
to hold this event on the date given in the year book has been 
refused, but it is hoped to arrange for it to be h.e Ld on Sunday, 
Jrd July. 
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FOR SALE: 
N.C.K.1. 2 months, excellent condition. Tyne R.A.K. slalom/touring, 
spraycover, paddles, buoyancy. Both £19. Mackereth, 6 Belvoir Road, 
Walton, Warrington. 

WANTED: 
~ater :folding canoe wanted by mid-June. Smith, 60 Spring:field 
Road, Whitton, Middlesex. (TWI: J960) 

FOR SALE: 
Invader K.1 with over-stern rudder. Little used. Bargain at £25. 
Another £28. Bob. Orchard, c/o Solent Canoe Centre. 

FOR SALE: 
Mahogany veneered Hustler (9 races, 9 :firsts). Front steering 
:fine condition. Modi:fied :for rough water. £JO. Bob. Orchard, 
C/o Solent Canoe Centre. 

FOR SALE: 
1966 N.C.K.1. Excellent condition, well built, light. Unsuitable 
for present owner. Adjustable fibreglass seat, adjustable footrest, 
rudder. Accept £17 or nearest o:f:fer. Apply Box No. 25~- 

FOR SALE: 
17' Granta Kestrel with air tubes, inmaculate condition. Cost £44 - 
Little used - £20. JJ Severns:field, Epping. Telephone J946. 

FOR SALE, 
Bound copies of Vol. 5. of 'Canoeing' complete with index, price 
25s. (Post :free), also 'Slalom and White Water Course• price 
Js.6d. (Post :free). Circulation Manager, Canoeing Publicatione, 
6 The MalL, Brent:ford, Middlesex. 

WANTED: 
Lightweight double :folding canoe. Please state weight. Bishop, 
6 Court Mead, Cosham, Portsmouth. 

CANOE EXCHANGE :for new/used canoes and equipment bought sold 
exchange new fibre glass touring canoes, singles £22., doubles 
£26 & £J2. Also, stainless alloy canoes doubles £49 singles £J9. 
Jessamy Road, Off Thames Street, Weybridge, Surrey. 

©~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~© 

~ BITTERNE SMALL CRAFT (SOUTHAMPTON) LIMITED [ 

~ Et 1l rr1 H3:L[1J 1 t3 ~] L~ ~ ~ 
~ for all canoeing needs [ 

f GEORGE COLLIS BUILDING, TERMINUS TER., SOUTHAMPTON J 
~ . Telephone 23526 ~ 

~ The "<:YGNET" and "SWAN" are the most popular fast touring ~ 
~ canoes rn the country. J 
'1) The "CYGNET" has a glass fibre hull and deck in contrasting colours. ~ 
~ Price of £30 includes seat, floorboard, foam buoyancy fore and aft. ~ 
~ Super model with ribbon striped ply decking £34 !Os. ~ 

f The "SWAN" ( double version of the above) has a glass fibre hull and J 
~ ply wrapover deck. Very stable. Price complete £38. Hulls only ~ 
~ from £15. J 
~ The "ADANAC" is a glass fibre Canadian. The best yet! Length ~ 
IL 16 ft., beam 30 ins., depth 13½ ins. Price £48. J 
~ Supplied to H.M. Forces, Education Authorities, etc. Illustrated list free. ~ 
[ J 
©~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~© 



TYNE 
CANOES 

offer you 
THE LARGEST SELECTION 

THE BEST OF DESIGN 

RIGID 
• FOLDING 
• FIBREGLASS 
• CANADIAN 

CANO ES 

NEW FOR 1966 

GLASSFIBRE 16ft, 2 seater 

DUAL COCKPIT canoe. 

Dimensions: 16ft. x 2ft.4ins. 

Cockpits: 2ft,7ins. x lft.5ins. 

PRICE: with moulded seats and 
backrest: £44.o.o. 
ex-works. 

Write for List. 
TYNE FOLDING IOATS LTD., 
(Dept C) 216 Amyancl hrk 
Rd., St. Marpret'1, Twlcloon­ 
ham, Hiddl •• x. 
Tel.-: POPes1roft 4033 

PIONEERS FOR 30 YEARS 

Psst •••. heard about the new Mendesta Slalom 400 

This canoe has been especially designed for ease of handling in rough water. It 
is flatter than the Slalom 401 with the coaming and seat brought forward and has 
more buoyancy in front. There is more width behind the cockpit which enables it 
to sit more firmly in the water and it also has a little more rocker to make it 
easier to manoeuvre in rough water. This new Slalom400 is enjoying great success 
on the continent and has already been acclaimed in this country. As with all other 
Mendesta canoes, the new Slalom400 is designed by experts and manufactured with 
a skill and precision in keeping with the top quality materials used. 

PRICE : (including inflatahle buoyancy, spray cover, etc.) £44 IOs. Od. 
Length lJ ft. 2 ins. : Beam 24½ ins. 
Weight from 28 lbs. (clear) and from J5 lbs. (coloured) 

For the touring enthusiast there is the Mendesta EAU-VIVE This canoe, which is 
much sought after on the continent is now manufactured in this country from top 
quality materials which has resulted in a great reduction in cost. Glass fibre 
woven cloth is incorporated in the materials used thus giving more strength and 
a reduction in weight. 

PRICE: (includ·ing inflatable buoyancy, spray cover, etc.) ££47 17s. 6d. 
Length 14 ft. 2 ins. : Beam 26½ ins. 
Weight from J6 lbs. 

Also available GILLCO CRASH HATS and SPOON-BLADE PADDLES. 

.JOHN CRITCHLEY, c/o 7 Constance Road, Whitton, Twickenham, Middlesex. 

Supplier to H.H. Forces, Educational Authorities, etc. Telephone: POPesgrove 6925 



Nonall 
C A N 0 E S 

Nocturne 
14 ft. double canoe 43 gns. 

Newt 
12 fc. single canoe 

(complete with paddles) 

32 gns. 

Beamy, stable, slalom type 
canoes. 
Glass fibre construction. 

Built-In polystrene buoyancy. 

Blue deck and white hull 
for two-tone finish. 
Strong protective, rubber 
rimmed all round flange. 
Prompt delivery & nation­ 
wide sales and service. 

Available from all marine dealers and sports shops. 

Norvall's (Small Craft) Ltd. 
TOWERFl~LD ROAD, SHOEBURYNESS, ESSEX 

Also Norvall 'Blackwater' Double-ended Paddles. 



8-10 BROAD STREET, 

NORTHAMPTON PHONE - 39405 

MANUFACTURERS OF THE 

OTTERSPORTS LIFEJACKET 
BRITISH CANOE UNION APPROVED 

At last we can offer the Ottersports /hf;) Canoeists' Lifejacket ; A Lifejacket in 
the fullest sense of the term, it has been 
evolved after long and intensive experi- 
ment, and in addition to giving the best 
possible protection is comfortable to 
wear and does not impede any action required by the 
canoeist. Uninflated, it has a buoyancy of 22 lbs. and inflated 
45 lbs. These figures are considerably greater than the 
20 lbs. and 30 lbs. recommended by the British Standards 
Institute. 
It turns the wearer into the correct survival position auto­ 
matically, whether he is conscious or not. in less than five 
seconds and maintains him in that posture. 

PRICE £3 18 4 

0£VERYTHING FOR THE CANOEIST" 

IN BEAUTIFULllii,JFIBREGLASS ~ 
HIGH CLASS CRAFT - IDEAL FOR 
RACING - TOURING - POTTERING 

CONSISTENT WINNERS AND RECORD 
HOLDERS OF THE DEVIZES 
WESTMINSTER RACE 

Also supplied to H.M. Forces 
Illustrated:- The dry-land portability 
of the WESSEX SEA RAPIER 
FREE LITERATURE ONLY FROM:- 

, 

J.L.GMACH 
& Co.Ltd · 

Fordingbridge Hants · TEL 2422 
~ 
~16'4"SEARAPIER £34·15·0-j 

~~ 
15'9"SPORTS RAPIER £33-15·0 



Canada, New Zealand, Australia, South Africa, Malaya, Norway, 
Southern Rhodesia, U.S.S.R., United States, Denmark, Germany, 
Holland, Eire, and Great Britain are just some of the places 
where people subscribe to 

THE MONTHLY MAGAZINE FOR CANOEISTS 
18/- per annum. 

Available from: 

Specimen copy I /6d. 

THE CIRCULATION MANAGER, 
CANOEING PUBLICATIONS, 6 THE MALL, 

BRENTFORD, MIDDLESEX. 

' 

BETTER ONE THAT WOULD AND CAN'T - 
THAN ONE WHO CAN AND WON'T. 

We would build a first class canoe at a low 
price, but we can't. 

We could build a low class canoe at an even lower 
price - but we won't. 

Our canoes are as good as any and better than most. 
Our prices are as low as good quality allows. We do 
Folding canoes, Non Folding and also build yourself 
kits and plans. 

What we really mean is that prices of Granta canoes 
are the lowest in the world, quality for quality. 

WHY? Well we are sentimental old fuddy duddies 
who have been in this business for )4 years. 

Also - we have modern and up-to-date equipment and 
a team of British craftsmen who do an honest days 
work. We don't import, we produce British made 
goods, everything is British. 

So remember that he who hesitates is lost but you 
must look before you leap, in fact, do inspect them 
at all good sports shops or come and look at them 
here in Cottenham. A car will meet you at Cambridge 
Station if you ask. 

Whisper - we are open all day Saturday and Sunday, 
and illustrated catalogues are free 

Illus, ted catalogues are free. 

G. ANT.A CANOES. COTTEN HAM. CAMBRIDGE. 

PADDLES 
SPRINT 

LONG DISTANCE 
TOURING 

Wilson (Prestwick) Ltd., 
Dept. 3 

167, Ayr Road, 
PRESTWICK, 
Ayrshire, Scotland. 

We specialise in ••. 

PBK RIGID CANOES 
AND KA YEL KAYAKS KITS 
AND FINISHED CRAFT 

PLANS, ALL MATERIALS & ACCESSORIES, 
CANVAS & PVC COVERING MATERIALS. 

THE "TARKA" CANOE 
finest value in Two-Seater canoes £26.6.0 

SAVE MONEY PADDLE KITS 
Make your paddles from our kits 
S.A.E for details and samples 

H. W. PALSER 
BOAT BUILDERS 

LONDON LANE 
WORCS. 

UPTON-ON-SEVERN 
Telephone: UPTON Jl,4 

SUPPLIERS TO : 
H.M. FORCES, EDUCATIONAL AUTHORITIES, Etc. 



~ ~..,...,.,,.~~ 'P~US 
- CANOES FROM 'THE CENTRE' 

BOB STILL PROMOTED FROM 
NOVICES TO 1st D-IVISION IN ONE SEASON ! 
FOR THIS OUTSTANDING FEAT HE CHOSE 
KLEPPER SLS- 
The choice of WORLD champions. 

KLEPPER 'SL5' SLALOM KAYAK 
moulded in glass fibre in England. Complete: £40 
Choice of colours. Early ordering essential 

THE CANOE CENTRE 
PORTABLE BOATS LTD 

18, BEAUCHAMP RD., TWICKENHAM, MIDDX. 
Tel POPesgrove 8979 

Canoeing Publications, 6 The Mall, Brentford, Middlesex. 
Printed by Kingprint Ltd., Teddington. 
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	~ BITTERNE SMALL CRAFT (SOUTHAMPTON) LIMITED [ 
	~ Et 1l rr1 H3:L[1J 1 t3 ~] L~ ~ ~ 
	~ for all canoeing needs [ 
	f GEORGE COLLIS BUILDING, TERMINUS TER., SOUTHAMPTON J 
	~ . Telephone 23526 ~ 
	~ The "<:YGNET" and "SWAN" are the most popular fast touring ~ 
	~ canoes rn the country. J 
	'1) The "CYGNET" has a glass fibre hull and deck in contrasting colours. ~ 
	~ Price of £30 includes seat, floorboard, foam buoyancy fore and aft. ~ 
	~ Super model with ribbon striped ply decking £34 !Os. ~ 
	f The "SWAN" ( double version of the above) has a glass fibre hull and J 
	~ ply wrapover deck. Very stable. Price complete £38. Hulls only ~ 
	~ from £15. J 
	~ The "ADANAC" is a glass fibre Canadian. The best yet! Length ~ 
	IL 16 ft., beam 30 ins., depth 13½ ins. Price £48. J 
	~ Supplied to H.M. Forces, Education Authorities, etc. Illustrated list free. ~ 
	[ J 
	©~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~© 
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	Nocturne 
	14 ft. double canoe 43 gns. 
	Newt 
	12 fc. single canoe 
	32 gns. 
	Norvall's (Small Craft) Ltd. 
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	THE MONTHLY MAGAZINE FOR CANOEISTS 
	18/- per annum. 
	Specimen copy I /6d. 
	SPRINT 
	LONG DISTANCE 
	' 
	Wilson (Prestwick) Ltd., 
	We specialise in ��. 
	PBK RIGID CANOES 
	AND FINISHED CRAFT 
	PLANS, ALL MATERIALS & ACCESSORIES, 
	THE "TARKA" CANOE 
	finest value in Two-Seater canoes £26.6.0 
	SAVE MONEY PADDLE KITS 
	Make your paddles from our kits 
	H. W. PALSER 
	BOAT BUILDERS 
	Illus, ted catalogues are free. 
	G. ANT.A CANOES. COTTEN HAM. CAMBRIDGE. 
	LONDON LANE 
	UPTON-ON-SEVERN 
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