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THE 'SIJPREME' 

"SUPREME" The most successful Kayak in British 1963 Slalom and 
White Water racing. Nearly 75% of British Slaloms were won by 
competitors who used Supreme Kayaks, this amazing achievement is 
furthered by the fact that the Supreme has the finest White Water 
race record in Britain this season. Much credit is of course due 
to the smooth consistant handling of this very versatile canoe. 

We proudly present a completely new Slalom Special glass-fibre 
Kayak for 1964, designed from experience gained from producing 
two outstandingly successful Slalom/White Water kayaks since our 
advent in canoe competition in mid 1962, this canoe model K.W.J. 
will be an addition to our range, featuring complete elliptical 
section, fully adjustable seat and footrest, knee-grips. Length 
lJft.l½ins. Beam 2Jfins. Weight JOlbs. A must for National and 
International events where the margin of manoeuvrability decides 
the result. (Price details available shortly). 

Basic price of 'Supreme' model £J8.5.o. Footrest, knee-grips, 
Spray-deck available extras. All models feature four layer woven 
cloth glass-fibre reinforcement. 

Glass-fibre paddles (Slalom) £J.18.6. 

for further details write to: 

STREAMLYTE MOULDINGS (Marine) LTD. 
124 Brighton Road, Shoreham-by-Sea, Sussex 

Telephone: Southwick 3716 

Contractors to: The Admiralty, Air Ministry, War Office, Education Authorities, 
Canoe and Youth Clubs, Exporters Civil and Military. 
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Editorially Speaking 

It has long been accepted that one of the reasons for the 
slow build-up in popularity of sprint racing has been the high 
cost of an International Kl. Coupled with this has been the 
difficulty for any club wishing to acquire a taste of Kl paddling 
to find someone willing to lend suitable boats. 

With the development of glass fibre Kl's retailing at about 
£40 the first obstacle has been partially removed, and now the 
Paddling Racing Committee of the British Canoe Union has gone a 
long way to removing the second. Briefly, they have acquired six 
glass fibre racing kayaks and a trailer which are available for 
hire for use on organised training week-ends. The cost of hiring 
the six boats will be £3 per week-end plus the expenses of an 
approved coach to administer the course. 

This imaginative step by the Paddling Racing Committee deserves 
every encouragement, and we are certain that it will be welcomed 
by many club and youth leaders who have contemplated introducing 
members to sprint racing but have lacked the resources to do so. 
Even if only a small percentage of those who take a week-end 
course go on to take up sprint paddling at national level the 
spread of knowledge and technique gained must ultimately benefit 
the whole sport. 

Enquiries about hire and coaching facilities for sprint 
paddling courses should be made to J.Lawes, 18 King Head Hill, 
Chingford, London, E.4. 
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Making Moulds for Casting 1n 
Laminates Part 3 

Resin/Glass 
BY ALAN BYDE 

MAKING A WOOD AND PLASTER HULL MOULD 
I will not go into the many considerations that affect the 

decision about where the joint must go in the hull. It is sufficient 
to say that a hull is a closed structure, and unless the most 
elaborate and expensive moulds are made, it is impossible to make 
a hull with deck in one moulding. Therefore a joint is required, 
and the selection of this jointing line affects the construction 
of the mould. The method Bill Saunders and I used was to make a 
hollow hull shell, fit it with inwales, and deck beams, and fit a 
plywood deck. This ensures that there are no joints to be made in 
the hull below the waterline. There is another method whereby the 
hull may be halved in a vertical plane, and the deck may be moulded 
as one with that half of the hull. This leaves a joint along the 
keel and the deck ridge, which makes for difficulty in obtaining 
a good joint at the extreme ends of the hull. It has the advantage 
that in the case of hulls which are symmetrical about a transverse 
and a longitudinal axis, the one half mould does for the whole 
canoe, by turning out two casts, and sticking them together like 
a pea pod. The Canadian type suits this method. 

The making of the hull model will be taken in stages, followed 
by the casting and reinforcement of the final mould. 

@ 
c:__1..--r-1 .r.r '1 'I '1111 '1-,-1 -r-D 

t-note rake. 
(not all canoes have it) 

transposed section datum *- I I I iiil ;> 

section i shape 
cut from hardboard 

or ~Y. 

allowance for rdke, 
STAGE ONE 6. 

All that the builder of the resin/glass laminated canoe hull 
requires is a set of drawings showing the hull sections, or half 
sections full size, and the common interval between each section. 
These shapes are transferred onto thin ply or hardboard, by tracing 
paper or carbon paper, or by pricking through. A separate piece 
of ply, etc., is required for each section shape. If the gunwale 
line has "rake" ( that is where the gunwale line instead of showing 
a straight line from the side view presents a delicately upcurved 
line toward the ends, as in the Eskimo kayak) allowance must be 
made for this curve at this stage. (See (a) The section shape is 
drawn out as at b, by adding a step up. This may be calculated 
by simply drawing a line above the section shapes, and measuring 
up to that. The final shape at the midsection would look something 
like C. 
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Having transferred (or lofted) all the shapes, obtain some 
copper wire, enough to wrap around the perimeter of all the secti-on 
shapes. Measure its diameter. Reduce the size of the shapes by 
the thickness of the wire (dotted line, c). Put the wire carefully 
to one side. Cut out the shapes exactly to the inner line, 
remembering that this sectional shape is most improtant, and sets 
the shape of the finished canoe. Errors of more than½" will lead 
to trouble later on. 

STAGE TWO 

Obtain the use of a large well ventilated preferably warm, 
place where plaster dust and splashes will not lead to domestic 
strife. It should be 4 feet longer than the hull, and about 
six feet wider. The floor should be as level as possible, and not 
likely to flex under heavy load. Obtain two beams, wood about 
7" by 2½" or steel channel 611 by J", or something similar will do. 
They should be as long as the longest hull that you are likely to 
build in that place. You may be building more than one hull model 
on the building platform. Now level the beams, by using winding 
sticks or rods as shown in the drawing. This ensures that the 
beams are exactly parallel. Packing should now be inserted at 
about two foot intervals so as to reduce the amount of bending 
in the beams when weight is applied. Spacing blocks are made and 
fitted to the two beams so that a ladder like frame is obtained. 

building platform prepared for sections 

• - - . - ~ - ' - - ..•.. - :s,- - s - :'.'S, - '~, y ::::::-,.. ~- - - < 'C x.- 
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- - ~ -,- . ~ .•••. " y - •••• - ....._ 
~ .w - ....._ " ~,_ s._ - ..,. ,.. ' _J 

= ( , 
centre line station lines 8. 

STAGE THREE 

Having made the sub-platform, cover it with plywood, say¾" 
thick. Hardboard is barely stiff enough, and may warp when wet 
plaster touches it. Tongued and grooved boards have too many 
surface irregularities, and would spoil the levelling of the 
section shapes. Having fixed the ply deck down, the whole should 
again be checked for wind, and corrections made if necessary. 
Draw a dead straight centre line along the centre of the deck. 
This is the reference line on which the sections are lined up. 
Mark off this line with points at the common interval apart. 
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These represent the stations on which the sections will be erected. 
Draw a line at right angles to the centre line at each station. 
Nail or glue small blocks at each side of these cross lines so 
that the section shapes may be fixed to them. 

section shape 
expanded metal 
infilling--~ 

STAGE FOUR 

After attaching th~ sections in proper order, look at it. 
If it looks right it probably is right. Make corrections now, 
because it becomes increasingly difficult later on. Obtain some 
expanded metal, the sort of thing that plasterers use, about¼" 
or ½11 mesh. Cut it into strips about ½" less in width than the 
common interval, and bend to shape between adjacent sections. 
Bend the edges so that they may be tacked or nailed to the base 
board. It should follow a curve about ¾11 in from the edge of 
the sections. Bow and stern infilling will require careful work, 
but expanded metal may be formed into double curvatures if required. 

STAGE FIVE 

Now plaster it. You will need about two bags of plaster, or 
sand and cement. Sand and cement is cheaper, but heavier and less 
workable when dry. "Syrapite" will do the job but is slow to dry. 
Polyfilla is excellent but expensive. 1 2 Portland Cement or 
Ciment Fondu with fine sand is cheap but heavy. Keenes cement will 
do. Once the plaster is wetted it will set in 10 or 15 minutes, 
so mix small quantities, and get it onto the mould a section at a 
time. Mix it thick, to a putty like consistency, and use a trowel 
or your hands to get it on. Take a straight edge to span the gap 
between adjacent sections, and fill gaps and remove bumps revealed 
by this check. 

Allow the plaster to harden, and then lightly wire brush it, 
next day, to provide a key for the finishing coat. Do not allow 
the plaster to dry right out. 

STAGE SIX 

Take the wire which was used in stage one. Remove the kinks, 
and lay a piece of wire over the perimeter of each section edge, 
which should just be showing in the plaster surface. Pin the wire 
down to the base board. Obtain a whipping batten, a piece of 
straight grained springy wood, about¾" square section, and about 
6 to 8 feet long. Mix a fine surfacing plaster and work for a 
smooth shape by using the whipping batten sprung across 5 or 6 
sections to obtain a true curve, and filling up to that curve, with 
plaster. When finished, pull out the wire fill in the marks, 
and leave it to dry. 
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A Note on Cramp 
BY OLIVER COCK (B.C.U. NATIONAL COACH) 

Tom Hall's remarks in the April issue of "Canoeing" concerning 
Life-Saving Jackets raise the problems of cramp - and, may 1 add, 
"pins and needles" or "dead" limbs. 

Being as brief as possible, we can ascribe cramp to faulty 
blood circulation, from whatever cause; and we can ascribe pins 
and needles to a fault in the nerve system. 

Faults in the bloods circulation can be: (a) chronic, in 
the which case bouts of cramp are likely to be chronic als·o; (b) due, 
to injury, such as a cut artery, in the which case time will 
graaually bring about improvement; le) due to fatigue, cold or 
exhaustion, in the which case, again, time will bring about 
improvement but this time more rapidly; or (d) due to a blockage 
of the circulation. 

If your cramp is as (a) then it is high time to see your 
doctor. Cases (b) and (c) are self-explanatory and need not be 
gone into now; (d) we will deal with in a moment. 

Faults in the nerve system can be ascribed to an injury which 
cuts the nerve, and again this will not be gone into here. Or 
they can be ascribed to pressure on the nerve. In fact ultimately 
most of our aches and pains can be ascrib~d to just that. 

Two vital organs, the femoral artery and the femoral nerve, 
pass close to the pelvic bone, that hard bit of bone upon which 
we sit. There is a pair to each leg, one in one buttock, one in 
the other. If we sit on a hard, flat seat, just on our pelvic 
bone, then one or the other of these two organs stands to get 
pinched. If it is the artery, we shall get cramp. If it is the 
nerve, we shall get pins and needles. This is the commonest 
cause of these things in a canoe; but it is not the only possible 
cause. If we are restricted in our sitting position, cramped up, 
or if we are too "keyed up" the same things may occur. Frequently 
beginner canoeists learning to roll get too keyed up and get 
cramp. Long-shanked people in an Eskimo kayak are too restricted 
and get cramp~ All can be ascribed to a faulty sitting position. 

Here is an ideal seating arrangement. It may not be practical 
for everybody; but aim to get near it, and troubles like cramp and 
dead lines will be minimised. 

When you have completed the frame of your canoe but before 
you have skinned it - or, if your canoe is a "hard skinned" one, 
when you have built the hull but before you put the deck on - 
make a seat to fit yours when you have two or three pairs of 
trousers on. (I did this by heating a sheet of perspex in the 
oven, and then sitting on it heavily!) Fit this into the canoe. 

Put the canoe on some flat floor and sit beside it as though 
you were sitting in it, at the same height off the floor as your 
fitted seat. 

Note the position and angle of your feet, and put footrests 
into your frame to match these. 
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Sit on your seat in the frame, and make sure you have fixed 
your footrests correctly. If not, adjust them as necessary. 

Cover your seat with a piece of closed-cell sponge of about 
¾ inch thickness. (Closed-cell doesn't absorb water. Open-cell 
does, and it is horrid sitting on a wet sponge all day!) Make 
sure that this seat supports you not only at your buttocks but also 
a little way along your legs as well; J or 4 inches is quite 
enough. With this arrangement your aches and pains should more 
or less disappear. 

In a conversation, Mr. Hall mentioned the possibility of 
stomach cramp, and suggested that this could cause a man to ball up, 
consequently pitching him on his face. 

Oddly enough, until a few days ago I had never had any 
experience of stomach cramp whatever, in myself or others with me. 
Neither have I been able to contact anybody else who knows anything 
of it. My recent experience was with a man whose right leg went 
completely dead in his canoe. On trying to get out the right side 
of his stomach went into a spasm of cramp and the effect upon him 
was exactly the opposite; that is to say he straightened out. 

I would very much like to learn more about this particular 
form of cramp. If any reader can quote specific examples known 
to him, I shall be delighted to hear from him. I particularly 
want the degree of cramp, the muscle that went into spasm, and the 
effect upon the patient. 

I hope, otherwise, that what I have written will help the 
many canoeists - and I know there are a lot - who suffer from 
these troubles to overcome them. 
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Test Report BY BRIAN ronusos 

The Tyne T.S. 64 Folding Slalom Canoe 
Who said that canvas boats were "out"? This new folding 

boat by Tyne proved to be as responsive as glassfibre boats by 
having features which, at one time, were thought only possible in 
a moulded canoe. To me the most striking feature was the rounded 
gunwales, the .merits of which have already been proved in glassfibre 
boats for spilling off water in the rough, making the boat thereby 
easier to handle and less likely to tip over in white water. This 
characteristic, which has been achieved on the Tyne by a length 
of curved glassfibre along the deck line, also makes rolling 
easier and when I took the boat down to the Baths, although opinion 
differed as to its "rollability", we came to the conclusion that 
it was easier to roll than most canvas boats but not quite as 
easy as most rounded gunwale glassfibre boats. The TS 64 is only 
13ft 2inches long, being just within the international regulations, 
and so has the advantage of getting through gates more easily than 
longer slalom boats. The hull was very rockered and responded 
to the flick of a paddle, seeming almost to turn on a pivot at the 
centre or the boa~. It leaned easily and seemed to turn a little 
quicker when lean6d. I found having the boat rockered at the ends 
made it much easier to handle at a weir slalom when going into the 
rough from the side for a high cross, because the water did not 
affect the boat immediately the bows went in and try to whip them 
round, but instead allowed the boat to get right into the mainstream 
before the current made itself felt. I wa~ delighted at ,the speed 
of the TS 64 as I was not expecting a fast boat owing to the hull 
shape, but a sprint race against glassfibre boats showed that the 
Tyne had quite a good turn of speed. 

It is extremely light for a folding boat, weighing only 
37 lb., and this gave it excellent acceleration from a standing 
start. This reduction in weight has been achieved by making the 
frames thin, but they are also very flexible, which should be an 
advantage on a rocky slalom course. The skin was also rather thin, 
and it would be advisable to buy a do-it-yourself repair kit if 
you intend to go bouncing down some rapids. 

It was a generally lively boat to use in white water and showed 
no vices, riding the waves well. When caught in a trough, however, 
the nose of the boat tended to dig in and swamp the deck. This was 
perhaps because of the pointed ends which left little room for air 
at the ends of the boat. 

Being a new design it had one or two minor constructional 
snags which, I am told by the makers, are being looked into for 
improvement. At the prow of the cockpit coaming the water tended 
to rush in and the spray cover, apparently designed for one of 
large girth, tended to stove in and let water into the boat between 
the body and the elastic. 

The footrest was of ingenious design in that it could be 
adjusted for rake as well as for length but it had the annoying 
habit of jumping out of the upper holes and collapsing just when 
you needed it most. This could quite easily be remedied with a 
piece of string hairy or otherwise. A crossframe was placed very 
close to the footrest and could accidentally be pushed out of 
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position. The whole .se a t arrangement was commendably firm and 
the hip boards, when adjusted, gave excellent support for tele­ 
marking and rolling. The width of the seat could be adjusted 
by about two inches by means of two wing nuts and even further 
adjustment could be obtained quite easily by a little home carpentry. 

The kneegrips are supplied unfitted as an extra and are 
fitted onto a wooden bar by means of hinges. When in use the 
top part of the knee grips rest on the cockpit coaming giving 
good bracing.support. The bar onto which the kneegrips fit could 
do with ~eing extended backwards a little further, to suit the 
smaller canoeist. Once the kneegrips have been fitted in a position 
to suit the owner of the canoe, they are not quickly adjustable and 
although I found the test model comfortable, another bulkier 
canoeist found th~t he was unable to get his knees into them. When 
the hip boards, knee grips and footrest were adjusted correctly 
they formed a very stable and well braced combination. 

Once the knack of assembling and dismantling was obtained, 
it was an extremely quick action, most of the design being similar 
to its forerunner the AK. This is important at slaloms where one 
is often trying to beat the clock to get packed and away on a long 
journey. If, when the two halves are separated, they are difficult 
to pull out of the skin, the skin is flexible enough to be easily 
peeled back off the framework. 

One only needs to be without personal transport for a week to 
realise the advantage of a folding boat which can be taken on buses 
and trains as personal luggage all over the country and will fit 
(perhaps sticking out a little) into the boot of a car as the two 
bags are 7ft and Jft long. 

The boat will undoubtedly be a new rival at the Fl events and 
should be very popular for continental rapid river touring, where 
space economy in the car is important. 

The TS 64 is very responsive and a joy to handle and the 
minor constructional criticisms are not beyond relatively easy 
correction. Yes, w};to said canvas slalom canoes had "had it"? 
The boat cost £44.2s.6d. Extras are: Knee grips £1. 5s. Od. 

Foot rest £1.15s. Od. 
Spray cover £J. Os. Od. 

obtainable from Tyne Folding Boats, Ltd., 206, Amyand Park Road. 
St. Margaret's, Twickenham, Middlesex. 
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A Canal is Reborn - Part 2 
BY DA V/D HUTCHINGS 

For almost all the way to Lowsonford the dredged mud could 
not be dumped on the adjoining land - or carted away - and so 
about J miles of wooden walls about 3'0" high were built along 
the towing path and the mud was dumped between them. The section 
was particularly inaccessible and every plank and stake had to be 
brought in and - ultimately - out on the shoulders of volunteers 
who struggled and slipped and fell in the mud and the snow ard ice 
of the winter. The dragline worked on an undermined embankment 
between a swiftly flowing stream and the canal, sometimes it fell 
and heart-breaking days were lost in forcing it on to its tracks 
and back into position. 

The gates, which weighed up to 4-tons - were hauled, rolled, 
levered, winched and willed into position from the nearest road 
point - water transport was not possible at this stage - and three 
times the old sheerlegs collapsed and the gates crashed down to 
the chamber floors. Gate fitting tec.hniques were learned, new 
sills were installed, paddle gear was st+ipped, overhauled and 
replaced on new starts, leaking banks were sealed, forests of trees 
were felled and burnt. The work continued (and has continued) 
every day - non-stop. In one blinding snowstorm the volunteer 
lock gate fitter worked until his plane blade was shattered by the 
ice in the wood and - surprisingly - in March 1961 the narrow 
boat "Emscote" crept into Lowsonford, again in a snowstorm, and 
at 9.55 p.m. (when closing time was 10.00 ~.m. !) 

During the first year mistakes had been made but lessons had 
been learned and these were now applied. 

The Royal Air Force and the Royal Engineers had agreed to 
help, the original volunteers worked with greater confidence and 
success brought in others, more machines were obtained - or borrowed 
- including bulldozers and dumpers, hoists and cranes, concrete 
mixers and compressors, tractors and trailers, pumps and vibrators, 
and faster progress resulted. In the first year one new gage 
a week seemed satisfactory, in the second year four gates were 
measured, delivered and installed in 10 days. Dredging was proceed­ 
ing at a rate ten times faster than in the first year. Previously 
one gate had been fitted in a weekend now it was two, before 2 old 
gates a week were removed now 18 were torn out in two days. 

Thus "Emscote" reached Wilmcote - the first motor boat ever to 
do so - in December 1962 - although ice and difficulties with the 
rebuilt bridg~ prevented her then reaching lock 40. 

As the final year's work began the canal was ~truck by the 
coldest winter in its history. Not one hour was lost - although 
many were wasted in combating weather conditions - dredging con­ 
tinued and a 1-ton weight was used in an attempt to smash the ice 
which in places was more than 18" thick, much ice was broken until 
the weight itself succumbed. For the first time - in spite of the 
use of sledge hammers, felling axes and - ultimately - power saws - 
the aqueducts could not be kept clear of ice for up to 811 formed 
overnight. Hours were spent in starting machines engulfed in smoke 
and flames from burning diesel-soaked sacks. On the Wilmcote 
flight many trees were felled and for the first time all of the 
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locks could be seen. An attempt was made to drain Edstone aqueduct 
but even as the pumps worked bows of ice formed from the ground 
to the outlets of the pipes, the pipes became solid, the ice 
crept into the pumps and the motors were forced to a halt, a 
drainage plug was withdrawn from the aqueduct but the stream of 
water from this froze solid, and the work had to be temporarily 
abandoned. 

With the thaw full scale work again began and it was then 
discovered that the walls of 10 of the 12 locks which virtually 
compose the Wilmcote flight had closed in beyond acceptable limits 
(these wall distortions had probably been caused by the leaving of 
the locks empty so that no water pressure counteracted the outside 
ground pressures, by ice which had penetrated behind the walls 
during many winters, and by the nature of Wilmcote clay upon which 
the locks are based). These locks would have to be virtually 
rebuilt! The scale of the work was far beyond the labour resources 
then available - weekend volunteers were supplemented only by a 

., 

19 RB's of Western Command 
Plant Troop dredging from 

sides of canal basin. 

very small and unskilled permanent staff - and there was talk of a 
death blow. After two years work was the scheme to founder only 
two miles from the goal? In another place an enlightened Prison 
commissioner was seeking work for prisoners from a Midland gaol, 
the offer was made, the need was obvious, the first gang arrived 
early in April and the rebuilding of the first of the offending 
locks - No.51 - began. This was probably in a worse state than 
any other, both of the walls had fallen inwards and the lock had 
broken its back, the side weir had completely disappeared and the 
underground section of it had collapsed. Consequently both walls 
had to be rebuilt from top to beyond bottom with the four approach 
walls and the weir. Reinforced concrete was the primary material 
for - providing the shuttering was competently assembled - most 
of the work could be carried out by unskilled labour. The thickness 
of the new walls varied between 1' 011 and 4 • 0" d.epending upon the 
state of the old,· along each side of the lock at about J'O" centres 
41011 cubes of concrete were sunk into the ground and long steel 
anchor bars connected these to the steel reinforcement in the new 
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walls. Where difficult curves or corners had to be formed a thin 
skin of brickwork was used and behind this - tied to the skin by 
reinforcement - concrete was poured. These methods - which were 
developed until a complete wall was reconstructed in 6 days - were 
used throughout the work on the flight, and whereas in previous 
years it had taken 6 weeks to repair a lock chamber, a Wilmcote lock 
was rebuilt every 16 days. Heavy power hammers and explosives were 
used to bring down the walls and up to 200 tons stock of debris and 
mud had to be carted away - and about the same quantity of concrete 
brought in. 

By 14th October work on the flight was virtually completed - 
it had been rebuilt in 7 months - and the main working party 
moved to the basin in Stratford. 

To put the basin, its approach, and the barge lock into the 
Avon into order about 10,000 tons of mud had to be removed, the 
lock had to be renovated, the four gates and the paddles had to be 
replaced and a new side weir had to be constructed, a concrete 
bridge over the lock had to be demolished and replaced by a new 
bridge over the tail and extensive repairs were required to the 
basin walls. By the second day of this operation dredging by two 
19 RB. dragline excavators of Western command Plant Troop, R.E., - 
assisted by Royal Pioneers - had begun and the mud was being carted 
away in lorries driven by prisoners, freely loaned by Messrs. 
Laing; Nearly 1,000 railways sleepers had been laid up to and 
around the canal basin, a dump had been set up and the demolition 

Frogmen clearing away lost 
obstacles in lock 56 

First lockgate being installed 
by Army Crane 
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of walls and the digging of the new side weir had begun. At the 
time of writing {early November) the work is almost completed and 
the formerly pleasant if somewhat unelevating public garden now 
more nearly resembles a heavy construction site based perhaps 
on a disused tank training area. However from the midst of the 
mud and machines, the diesel fumes and the piles of ballast and 
cement, the shattered walls and the lanes of glistening sleepers 
a canal basin and a lock are appearing. 

At present in the basin are three dragline excavators (these 
have been used from the basin side and from floating ramped pontoons) 
a crane, two concrete mixers, the seven Laing lorries, fork-lift 
trucks, tractors and trailers, compressors and pumps and about 20 
happily disgruntled men who otherwise would be locked-up fitting 
bootlace tags or sewing mail bags. 

· On the 11th July, 1964, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, the Queen 
Mother will amidst much celebration ceremonially relink Stratford 
and the Avon to the inland waterways system of the country, but 
before then those who have brought the canal back to Stratford 
resolve to see, at a long disused wharf on a nearby pound, narrow 
boat.s:: unloading their cargoes of sulphur and sugar and fuel oils 
(the traffic has been offered). They have not been building a 
boating pool. 

SMALL ADS. 3d. per word. (Box Numbers Is. 6d.) 

WHITE WATER 
Obtain your copy from R.V. & X·Crocket, 12 Bluecoat Walk, Harmans 
Water, Bz-a c kn eLk , Berks. Quarterly 10s. p.a. (post free}. Back 
numbers and single copies 2s.6d. each. Also available WW supplement 
No.l. WIGGLE/WRIGGLE TESTS 6d. each, reductions for quantities. WW 
Supplement No.2 SPUHLERISED RULES - a 12 page booklet ls.Jd. each, 
reduction for quantities. - 

FOR SALE 
Back numbers of 'Canoeing' price ls.3d. 
6 or more copies ls. each (post free). 
Volumes 2 and 3 available - price 20s. 
Apply: Circulation Manager, 6 The Mall, 

each (incl. postage), 
Bound copies of both 

per volume (post free). 
Brentford, Middlesex. 

WANTED TO HIRE: 
Between ~lasgow and Fort William, 2 weeks August/September, 
2 canoes similar PBK and Single. B.H.Johnson, 186 Balfour Road, 
Brighton 6. 

FOR SALE: 
PBK 15, Condition as. new. Mahogany coaming. 
o.n.o. 10 Foley Road, Streetly, Birmingham. 

FOR SALE: 
Moonraker 4, 1963. Perfect, £17. 
Princes Risborough, Bucks. 

Paddles etc. 
STR. 7307. 

£20 

Webb, Millstones, Manor Park Ave., 

FOR SALE: 
Hammer, 18ft. folding single Kayak - £15. C.Black, 18 Beaufort Ave., 
Kenton, Harrow, Middlesex. 
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Book Reviews 
ADVENTURES IN CANOEING by Nigel Hunt 
(Pelham Books, 15s.) 

Although the past few years have seen a flurry of new canoeing 
bo~ks most of them have followed much the same formula and the 
information given has only varied in depth and emphasis according 
to the tastes and knowledge of their particular authors. Nigel Hunt, 
therefore, is to be congratulated upon his original treatment of our 
sport, for in 'Adventures in canoeing' he breaks away from the 
familiar pattern and presents canoeing as an adventure sport based 
on the expert handling of a specialist canoe - the slalom kayak. 
Let me give but one example: the chapter on learning the Eskimo Roll 
precedes the chapter on general canoe handling. 

The authors treatment may shock and anger those readers 
who have learnt, and teach, by more conventional methods but on 
reflection they will be forced to admit that the information 
given is sound and that the instruction goes further than any yet 
published British canoeing book. They will be forced to admit, 
too, that there is a zest about this book which must stir the 
blood of anyone with a spark of life and a love of water within 
them. The vignettes of canoeing highlights scattered throughout 
the book also help to build up this air of adventure. Clearly, the 
author is an enthusiast with the ability to pass on his enthusiasm 
to his readers. 

But, like so many enthusiasts,the author spoils his case by 
overstatement and in this case it is his championship of the slalom 
kayak which is the weakest part of his book. In pleading for the 
use of the specialist slalom canoe, the author has overlooked the 
fact that the slalom canoe has become so specialised that a separate 
kind of boat is being developed for white water racing. Again, 
he suggests that the L.D. racing canoe is suited for river cruising 
but overlooks the fact that the L.D. canoes are also becoming so 
specialised and built to such a light weight that it would have to 
be a well-to-do canoeists who would use a boat of only 22 lbs. 
weight for the knockabout of canoe touring. I would accept his 
arguments if we consider the designs of say, two years ago, but 
for the specialist designs of 1964 I doubt it, and for the specialist 
designs of 1965 and 1966 I am sure they will not be acceptable as 
all-purpose canoes. Fortunately, many of the manufacturers do 
stock the less extreme designs and these are the canoes which the 
author would have done well to recommend o.r at least acknowledge 
their existance. However, these are matters of opinion and while 
it would be wrong to begrudge the author the right to his, one 
can only regret that they are stated so emphatically as to, perhaps, 
mislead the novice into thinking that they are incontrovertible 
facts. 

Readers who are already members of the small world of canoeing 
may be wondering who is this man Nigel Hunt who is clearly not 
without experience. The answer as far as we can reveal it is that 
Nigel Hunt is a pseudonym for someone who from textural evidence 
is skilled in potholing and mountaineering as well as canoeing, is 
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also associated with 'adventure' schools, and is a friend of 
Chris McAllister. We offer no prizes for the answer, but no 
doubt the game of hunt the author may encourage the closer reading 
of the text. 

This book is an adventure in authorship, and lik~ so many 
adventurers there are times when the author may be a little unsure 
of the path, but the improtant thing is that the ultimate goal 
is reached and we are presented with a fresh and lively introduction 
t·o our sport and one which may well cause the 'old hands' to move 
out of their ruts, or should it be drains. 

THIRTEEN RIVERS TO THE THAMES by Brian Waters 
(Dent, 25s.) 

The Thames is without doubt the most written about of all our 
English rivers and yet its tributaries are almost completely 
neglected except where they pass through some beauty spot such 
as Bourton-on-the-Water. This book, therefore, is to be welcomed 
as the author describes in details his journeys from the source 
to the mainstream of thirteen of the waters which go to swell 
the mighty Thames. Travelling on foot and sometimes by coracle 
Brian Waters has time to stop and stare, and give us a leisurely 
armchair travelogue in the tradition of this 'Severn Tide' and 
'Severn Stream' . 

Canoeists in the south east of England may well be encouraged 
to explore these lesser waterways and provided they do not go 
to late in the year when reeds, often growing to four and five 
feet in height, o b s c u r e the pa s s ag.e way they will f.ind some good 
paddling. Indeed, should they venture forth when the flood water 
is running they will do well to learn the lessons expounded by 
Nigel Hunt before they go, for the tight corners, the overhanging 
trees, the cattle fences will provide a challenge for even the 
most experienced. 

But, essentially these are rivers for the leisurely canoeist 
to be undertaken under a spring sky when there is time to pause 
and study with the author the English countryside with its scars 
and medals of a more feudal time. If a river is something more 
to you than a challenge to your paddling technique then you will 
enjoy this book. 

Just one criticism, it is a pity that instead of giving two 
small scale general maps at the end of the book that the author 
had not given a more detailed map to each river alongside the 
appropriate chapter. 

SEND IIN S./1.l. TO OfJR t/RCfJl.111/0N MIINIIGER 
FOR II 1./ST OF 'CIINOEING' HOME•lfJII.IJING PI.IINS 
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Observations on the 1964 D/W Race 
BY ERIC HOPPER 

The Committee and Officials are to be congratulated on yet 
another successful Easter Race and the work involved in such a 
venture should be borne in mind when reading the following. 

Working on the premise that there is nothing which cannot be 
improved, the following observations are put forward in the hope 
that constructive discussion will follow to make the 1965 event 
even nearer the ultimate. 

KIT 
Some objective standards for each item should be drawn up and 

published well before the race. If this is done we should be able 
to avoid such ludicrous situations as that of the competitor 
jumping on his plastic groundsheet to prove (successfully) that it 
was "stout". Furthermore by what quirk of the official mind is a 
mess tin not acceptable as a drinking vessel? 

By all means have rigidly enforced standards but please make 
them objective rather than subjective. 
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KIT CHECKS AND TIMING 
In the Junior class I doubt if kit checks are really necessary 

between the start and finish of each stage, checks AT the start and 
finish should suffice. 

If checks are deemed necessary then something must be done 
to avoid the anomaly of timing the start and finish to the nearest 
second and timing kit checks to an arbitrary ten minutes. Further­ 
more the piling up of competitors and the plight of cold and wet 
paddlers hanging about, whilst waiting for the remainder of the ten 
minutes to elapse must be avoided. 

Why not check by random selection allowing a maximum of ten 
minutes but giving paddlers the choice of waiting or carrying on 
before the ten minute period has elapsed, taking all times by a 
stop watch. 

THE START ON THE LAST DAY 
Because of the fast current, the start at Ham was chaotic and 

some improved system should be devised for future years. 
Perhaps a better place to start would be in the still water 

immediately downstream of the lock at Teddington, giving the fast 
paddlers the pole positions. 

THE FINISH 
With canoes coming off t~e water at close intervals one kit 

check official can hardly be expected to cope and more should be 
done to clear the paddlers quickly. 

The committee would do well to remember that any system 
evolved exists for the paddler, the paddler does not exist for the 
system, furthermore in view of the current interest in the race 
is it not time that the event was sponsored by a National Newspaper? 

RESULTS 
Competitors have a moral right to know the results of the race 

within a short time of the last man finishing and there is no 
valid reason for not having the provisional results displayed at 
Westminster. It is most improtant that these provisional results 
should detail paddling times, kit checks and penalties incurred. 

One obvious side effect of displaying results at the finish 
would be that since most competitors would stay at Westminster for 
some time in order to see the results, a more fraternal atmosphere 
would be developed. 

GENERAL 
Whilst supporting the view that the race should be held over 

the existing course I feel that with only two classes there is too 
sharp a cut-off at 19 years of age, a Junior becoming a Senior 
overnight. 

A paddler of 19 is neither mentally nor physically prepared 
for a non stop paddler of 125 miles and it woul4 seem appropriate 
to introduce an Intermediate Class to cater for the age group 19 
to 22 or 2J. This class would have one scheduled stop at say 
Reading and would therefore act as a transitional class between 
Junior and Senior. 

In conclusion, as a civilian coach to an Army team may I 
ask for less discrimination against the Services who have done much 
to build up interest in this Easter event? 

• 
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News Flashes 
'LIFEMASTER' LIFEJACKET INSTRUCTIONS 
We have been pleased to receive a copy of an instruction leaflet 
which is now being issued with 'Lifemaster' lifejackets. The 
leaflet deals with the nine different models of these jackets 
and gives instructions for both maintenance and operation. 

CANADIAN CANOE WORKING PARTY 
The British Canoe Union is to establish a working party to consider 
the future development of Canadian canoeing in this country. It is 
intended that the working party will be convened towards the end of 
the summer when the pressure of active canoeing has eased off 
somewhat. 

B.C.U. ME~IBERSHIP 
At the end of April, the individual membership of the British Canoe 
Union stood at just over 2,000 with a Club membership of 190. 
Income from subscriptions already exceeds that of last year. 
Individuals who intend to compete in canoe events are reminded 
that membership of the B.C.U. is essential, and if their B.C.U. 
subscription is part of their Club subscription they are advised 
to make certain their name has gone forward to the B.C.U. 

TRANSPARENT ALLOY SHEAVING 
The Canoe Centre are now selling a transparent sheaving for 
covering alloy paddle shafts. The new material enables paddlers to 
•personalise' their paddle shafts before covering and is claimed 
to be easier to affix than the more usual opaque variety. Cost 
is ls. per foot. 

LLANGOLLEN 1st & 2nd DIVISION SLALOM 
This slalom organised by the Manchester C.C. and which was to have 
been held on the Jrd May will now take place on the Jlst May. The 
Start will be at 9 a.m. prompt. 

CAMBRIDGE EXPEDITION GREENLAND KAYAK 
Ron Croad, a woodwork master at Watford Technical High School, has 
just completed a plywood replica of the Cambridge Expedition 
Greenland Kayak featured in the February, 1964, issue of 'Canoeing'. 
Plans for this design should be available shortly. 

BOUND VOLUMES OF 'CANOEING' 
It is with regret that we announce that bound copies of Volume 1 of 
'Canoeing' are now exhausted. Volumes 2 and J are still available, 
price £1 (post free), from the Circulation Manager, Canoeing 
Publications, 6 The Mall, Brentford, Middledex. 
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CANOE PLANS 
FOR THE CONNOISSEUR 

Safari 
Length 1716• 
Construction: 

Beam 27½" 
lath-and-canvas 

A two-seater fast touring kayak 
designed by 'Monte' Carlow which 
requires no building plank during 
assembly. Suitable for Class 6 
Long Distance Races. 

FulL building instructions: 

6, THE MALL, BRENTFORD, MIDDX. 

~ --=t?:::: _,,__ ~ 

I~~ 
Price 14s. 6d. (post free) 

The above canoe is just one of the designs shown on our illustrated 
plans list which our Circulation Manager will send to you on receipt 
of a stamped addressed envelope. 

Other publications: 
1,000 miles in the Rob Roy canoe, 

Canoeists map of Ireland 

And of course 

J. MacGregor 10s.6d. 
(post free) 

Js.Od. 
(post free) 

'Canoeing' the monthly magazine for canoeists. 15s. per annum 
Specimen copy ls.Jd. 

THERE'S NONE SO BLIND AS THOSE THAT WON'T SEE 
(Grandmothers' proverb) 

We believe that our canoes are as good 
as any in the world and better than most. 

That if you compare price with price 
you will get better quality. And if you 
compare quality with quality, you will 
get a better price. 

It is as simple as that. Nor do we 
have to shout, Our hull design is known 
to be the best; Time has proved them so 
and the seal of approval given when Granta 
design was taken as the prototype for 
the Admiralty. 

You can inspect these at all leading 
Sports Shops - Lilywhites and Gamages 
in London - Lewis Ltd. in the provinces 
etc. Or you are very welcome to call and 
see them here in Cottenham, and a car 
will meet you at Cambridge Station if 
you ask. 

11/u.rtrat':d catalogues are free. 

GRANTA CANOES. COTTEN HAM. CAMBRIDGE. 

CLYDE TOURING CANOES 
16' 3" Single. 

18' 6" Double 
with twin Cockpits. 

Plans, Kits and Completed Crafts. 

Clyde Canoes have proved themselves very 
capable craft under most conditions on 
lakes, inland waters and particulary on 
the open sea. 

They have been used extensively for 
touring on the west Coast of Scotland and 
Ireland. The Clyde Single has to its credit 
the Double Crossing of the Irish Sea. 

KIVIK CANOE CRAFT, 
CARBERRY, 
MUSSELBURGH, 
SCOTLAND. 
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NOW THE 
BRITISH CANOE UNION APPROVED LIFEJACKET 

The first and only lifejacket to 
receive the wholehearted support 
and approval of the B.C.U. 

£3. 16. 9. 
Special terms to B.C.U. Members, 
Clubs, Schools etc. 

For full details, or for- 

Our FREE 32 page Illustrated Catalogue 
PLEASE WRITE TO 

OTTERS PORTS -LTD. 
8-10 BROAD STREET, NORTHAMPTON Tel: 39405 

THE FAMOUS RANGE 
OF HIGH CLASS 
GLASS-FIBRE 

•.. CRAFT 

For Racing, Touring or Pottering and as supplied to H.M. 
Forces. From 11 ft. to 21 ft. 6 in. Prices from £2-4. 

THESE SPEEDY DURABLE CRAFT hold the A & B Class Records in the 1961 & 1962 DEVIZES-WEST­ 
MINSTER RACE, took the first 12 places in the Junior'63 event and came 1st, 3rd, 5th and 8th in the Senior 
Detailed literature on these excellent craft from: 

FULLY ILLUSTRATED 
BROCHURE FROM : J. L. GMACH & CO.· LTD. FOROINGBRIOGE 

HANTS. Tel: 2422 



BCU 
Supplies 

BCU Publications 
GUIDE TO THE WATERWAYS OF THE 

BRITISH ISLES 
CANOEING 

No. 1-Choosinc your Canoe and its Equipment 
No. 2-Canoe Handlinc and Manacement 
No. 3-Canoe Campinc 
No. 4-The Eskimo Roll 
No. 5--Canadian Canoeinc 

(Special prices to members of the B.C.U.) 

s. d. 

21 0 

3 0 
3 0 
2 6 
3 0 
3 6 

CANOEING (P. W. Blandford) 
STARTING CANOEING (M. Russell) 
YOU AND YOU.R CANOE (0. J. Cock) 
TACKLE CANOEING THIS WAY (P. W:Blandlord) 
CANOEING (B. Jauer) 
CANOE-KAY AK EN FRANCE (). de Lie1e) 
THE CANOEING MANUAL (N. McNau1ht) 
CANOEING (American Red Cross) 
WHITE WATER SPORT (P. D. Whitney) 
River Maps & Guides 

Send s.e.e. for liit of Briti,h and Foreign river map, end guide,. 

All prices are posttree. Plee1e 1end remittence with 
order. Cheques, etc. should be mede peyeble to 

"The Brifoh Cenoe Union 

4 0 
6 0 

10 6 
12 6 
11 6 
12 6 
IS O 
15 0 
35 0 

BCU SUPPLIES 147a Station Road London, E.4 

We specialise in •.• 

PBK RIGID CANOES 
AND KA YEL KAYAKS KITS 
AND FINISHED CRAFT 

PLANS, ALL MATERIALS & ACCESSORIES, 
CANVAS & PVC COVERING MATERIALS 

THE "TARKA" CANOE 
finest value in Two-Seater canoes £26.6.0· 

SAVE MONEY PADDLE KITS 
Make your paddles from our kits 
S.A.E for details and samples 

H. W. PALSER 
BOAT BUILDERS 

LONDON LANE 
WORCS. 

UPTON-ON-SEVERN 
Telephone: UPTON 324 

SUPPLIERS Tc°: 
H.M. FORCES, EDUCATIONAL AUTHORITIES, Etc. 

AVONCRAFT 
CANOES 

Racing and Touring Craft 
"RAPIDE" MK. l SINGLE 
Winner ofover 80% class 3 racing during 1963 

Designed and built in the Autumn of 1963 for 
class 7 racing and touring. Of the 6 remaining 
racing events the Hustler won S. 
Other Craft lnclude- 

Rapide MK. I and MK. 2 Touring Singles 
Hustler MK. I and MK. 2 Touring Doubles 

Swordfish and Stiletto MK. I 
Plans Kits completed craft are available in 
marine plywood glassfibre lamination. 

R. H.VARDY 
30 CAVAN ROAD, REDBOURNE, HERTS. 

Su.ppli•n: to H.M. Forces, Education Authorities, eu. 

PICK OF THE TOPS 

First at Hambleden Division L. 
Slalom, 

also taking 2nd, 3rd and 4th place 

There is room at the top for you too, 
with a MENDESTA 
Full details from:- 

JOHN CRITCHLEY 
4 COX'S AVEN.UE, 

GRANGE FARM, 
UPPER HALLIFORD 

SHEPPERTON-ON-THAMES, 

MIDDlESEX 

Also available hand made spoon-bladed paddles, 
and Gillco crash hats. 
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BRITISH OLYMPIC APPEAL FUND-1964 
WIN THE BRITISH OLYMPIC ASSOCIATION'S 

'TR(P TC) f()KYC)' 

CHOOSE EIGHT FROM THESE 
A. More professional coaches. 
B. More mixed clubs for adults, 

offering various sports and 
social activities. 

C. Offices and paid administra­ 
tive staff for all sports. 

D. More medical research into 
sports problems. 

E. More sports facilities for the 
general pu bile. 

H. Better arrangements made for 
school leavers to join sports 
clubs. 

CONTEST 
Three separate, wonderful prizes of all-expenses­ 
paid trips for two for the fortnight of the 1964 
Olympic Games must be won. 
Each prize includes return flights to Tokyo in 
B.O.A.C.'s magnificent new V.C. 10, first-class 
hotel accommodation, tickets for a selected 
programme of Olympic Games events and £20 
spending money- or you can take a cash prize 
of £750. 

ALL YOU DO 
Here are twelve suggestions designed to lead to the 

best possible performance by the Great Britain team at 
the 1968 Olympic Games. Use your skill to select EIGHT 
suggestions likely to be of the greatest benefit and 
place them in order of importance. 

Print the identity letters of your selections in the 
appropriate places in the first downward column of the 
entry form. The other columns are for additional attempts. 

You may make up to a maximum of 12 attempts on 
each entry form, and send as many official entry forms 
as you like. A donation of 3d. to the Olympic Appeal 
Fund must be sent for every attempt and a donation of 
3/- will entitle you to twelve attempts. 
A panel of judges will award the prizes to the senders 

of the three entries they consider best. In the event of 
ties, an eliminating contest will be held. A copy of the 
full rules may be obtained by sending a s.a.e. to the 
organisers of the contest. 
The Judges, and Members of the B.O.A. Council and 

employees of the B.O.A., their agents and l·C·T Ltd. - 
and their families, are not eligible to enter. 
All winners will be notified by post. 

CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES-27th JUNE, 1964. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - -CUT HERE- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

J. More international 
events. 

sports 

K. More sports activities and 
facilities in schools. 

N. More funds available to pay 
legitimate expenses of 
competitors. 

R. Grants to ensure better use 
of existing sports facilities. 

S. More commercial sponsor­ 
ship of sport. 

T. More Government financial 
aid for sport. 

ENTRY FORM Col.1 Col. 2 Col. 3 Col. 4 Col. 5 Col. 6 Col. 7 Col, 8 Col, 9 Col.10 Col.11 Col.12 
1st choice 
2nd choice 
3rd choice 
4th choice 
5th choice 
6th choice 

• 7th choice 
8th choice 

DONATIONS •••. 3d. 3d. 3d. 3d. 3d. 3d. 3d. 3d. 3d. 3d. 3d. 3d. 
Entries in a sealed envelope (3d. postage) must be sent to:- 

" TRIP TO TOKYO" CONTEST, P.O. Box 27/4000, LONDON, W.I. 

NAME (Mr./Mrs./Mlss) ---------·-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
ADDRESS _ 

·--------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------· 
To cover the above entries I enclose chequelP.O. value , . 
and I agree to abide by the rules of the contest. 

Send crossed postal order or cheque payable lo the "Trip lo Tokyo" Contest. 
Donations - after deduction of expenses -will go 

towards the £150,000 needed to send the British Team to the 1964 Olympic Games 
ALL ENTRIES WILL BE CHECKED BY AN l·C·T COMPUTER 



SUCCESS CONTINUES ... 

Devizes-westminster Race 
1SIK.Aston and Rs Donn t aon of the Royal Marines, using 
our STRUER veneer K2. 

3rd T.Cook and S.Warren of the 16th. Para Bde, using 
our fibre glass SHARKIE K2. 

F.Dunning and G.Hague of the Royal Marines, won the 
Tyne Folding Canoe Trophy using a KLEP,PER T.s.2. 

Now introducing the Gannet class 3. Moulded in glass 
fibre, this beautifully sleek, very fast single, weighs 
only 26lbs and promises to be another winner. Available 
in kit form, complete with full rudder assembly £26 10s 
Ready built on request. Choice of colours. 

I \fl THE CANOE ,?.~~!~! I · l 18, BEAUCHAMP RD., TWICKENHAM, MIDDX. 

OVER 10 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 
Canoeing Publications, 6 The Mall, Brentford, Middlesex. 
Printed by Kingprint Ltd., Teddington. 
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