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THE 'SIJPREME' 
"SUPREME" The most successful Kayak in British 1963 Slalom and 
White Water racing, Nearly 75% of British Slaloms were won by 
competitors who used Supreme Kayaks, this amazing achievement is 
furthered by the fact that the Supreme has the finest White Water 
race record in Britain this season. Much credit is of course due 
to the fine performances of the individual competitors, the remain­ 
der is to the smooth consistant handling of this very versatile 
canoe. 

Constantly developed throughout the season to improve the standard 
features, we can safely announce that the Supreme is the most 
advanced canoe if its type, 1. The first canoe to feature the one 
piece bucket seat and coaming in glass-£~bre, 2. First again with 
a telescopic footrest bracket, J. The Supreme was the first rounded 
gunwale canoe on sale in the B'ritish market, 4. Another :feature 
is the Continental method o:f all Woven Glass Cloth laminate, :four 
layers plus ten layers on the Stern Keel. 
Every Supreme will have similar characteristics, being warp and 
rot free with a built in trim that will not alter, a hand made 
quality product :from a Company that specialise in Slalom/White 
Water cra:ft. 

Basic price £J8.5.o. Footrest, knee-grips, spray-deck available 
extras. 

Glass-:fibre paddles (Slalom) £J.18,6. Full size inflatable buoyancy 
£5.10.0. 

for further details write to: 

STREAML YTE MOULDINGS (Marine) LTD. 
124 Brighton Road, Shoreham-by-Sea, Sussex 

Telephone: Southwick, 2108 ."3716 
Contractors to: The Air Ministry, H.M. Forces, Education Authorities, 

Service of Youth, Exporters Civil and Military, 
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CANOE 
For Twenty-eight years now, people have been buying 
TYNE Canoes and during this time we have built up a 
reputation for quality combined with after sales 
service. We have been able to do this because with 
the exception of metal fittings, every part of a 
TYNE canoe is made on our own premises; frames, 
stringers, hull, deck, everything. This means that 
quality control can be carried out at every stage. 
It also means that repairs can be carried out 
promptly. There is no delay whilst the manufacturer 
is contacted, or whilst parts are ordered from 
overseas. All this is possible only because e-very­ 
thing is done on the premises. 

But, quality and service alone are not suffi­ 
cient without the third essential factor - research. 
From the beginning we have carefully investigated 
each new development in design and materials, and the 
best of these have been built into the TYNE canoes. 
Our latest venture has been in the production of 
canoes in glass fibre, and although these have been 
on sale for only a year they are recognised as being 
amongst the leaders in their field. 

Tomorrow, there may be new materials available 
and canoeists can be certain that we shall be amongst 
the first to try them out, and when we are confident 
they are satisfactory we shall use them in our 
production models .. 

Remember, when you buy a TYNE canoe, you are 
buying a share of our twenty-eight years experience. 

TYNE FOLDING BOATS LTD. 
206, AMYAND PARK ROAD 

ST. MARGARETS, TWICKENHAM 
MIDDLESEX 

Ttl~: POPH1rove 40)) 

Contractor to Go,ernment Departments and 
Education Authorities 
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Editorially Speaking 
Looking through this issue and seeing two articles on glass 

fibre, two new firms advertising glass fibre canoes, plus our 
regular advertisers many of whom supply canoes of this material, 
one might be tempted to think that the canoeing world was dominated 
by this material. This, of course, is far from the truth but it 
is an indication of the pattern of future development and for this 
reason we have published the two articles in the same issue. 

As we see it, glass fibre is a material with a great potential, 
and one which has not yet reached its final development. Building 

,l, 
a canoe of this material is akin to baking a cake, not only must 
the right ingredients be used, but they must be mixed in the correct 
proportions, and then allowed to 'cook' at a controlled temperature 
if the result is to be satisfactory. The manufacturer knows thi~ 
and shapes his production line to meet these exacting requirements 
and even then the results sometimes fall short of expectations. 
The amateur may not always be so precise and inevitably the results 
will be disappointing. 

Since it is clear that an increasing number of amateurs are 
determined to experiment with this material we have invited Bill 
Saunders, a C.C.P.R. Senior Technical Representative, with consider­ 
able experience of amateur glass fibre canoe construction to 
contribute a series of articles on the subject. We hope this 
will save ~ome of our readers from costly blunders, but at the 
same time we would be failing in our duty if we did not stress 
that this method of construction is not something to be rushed into. 
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Scouts on the Dorset Stour 
BY JOHN GRIFFIN, SENIOR SCOUT LEADER 

The Dorset Stour was not by any means our first choice for a 
summer cruise, but it was near enough to home to keep our transport 
costs within reasonable limits. After looking at the map and the 
BCU Handbook we were not much thrilled by the river, but after a 
quick "recce" we decided that at least there was enough water to 
make it interesting. 

The party consisted of five Senior Scouts·and myself. The 
boats were a PBK 14 (used as a singlt and general junk-wagon), a 
PBK 26, an Osprey Mk II, a glassfibre Moonraker single (the only 
one we didn't build), and the pride of the fleet, "Jeroboam". 
This last is a 19ft double designed and built by the lads them­ 
selves, and the winner of the home-built class in this year's Arun 
race. Even with rudder she was a stinker on tight corners. 

Our dropping point and first camp-site was at King's Mill 
Bridge (756172). This is about midway between Sturmister Newton 
(the upper limit of detailed description in the Handbook) and 
Marnhull Mill (the upper limit of feasability in normal conditions). 
The owner of the site is a Mr. Spicer of Gummershay Farm, about a 
mile distant, who was qµite happy to have us there two nights. 
The first day was spent in exploring the river above the camp-site, 
which is very narrow, and in places blocked by high reeds. 

On the second day we started the 50-odd mile journey to the 
sea, and although we did see canoes and other small boats on 
some of the wider stretches, the people we spoke to gave us the 
impression that we were the first to go "all the way through" 
for quite some time. What is most striking about this river is 
its variety, with narrow twisting stretches reminiscent of the 
Wye alternating throughout its length with wide and placid Thames­ 
like reaches. There are a number of portages at mills and weirs 
but none was long enough to justify using the trolley we took with 
us. There are a number of minor rapids, and several shootable 
weirs. 
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As our trip took place in August, vegetation turned out to be 
quite a headache. Some stretches were covered in water-lilies, or 
in vile stuff that looked like parsley and made it seem as though 
we were canoeing through porridge. Others were blocked by reeds 
so high that one could not see over them even when standing up in 
the boat. At one point, where the river divides, one of the lads 
took a different channel to the rest of us, and became completely 
jammed in the reeds. The water was too deep for him to get ashore, 
and it took the rest of us quite a time to find him, as the point 
where his channel rejoined ours was hidden by reeds. Eventually 
we heard him yelling, saw the tip of his paddle waving above the 
reeds, and after quite a battle, got him out. 

The only capsize of the trip took place one evening when three 
of us were going ashore in Wimborne. We had put on our uniforms, 
and being too idle to launch more than one canoe, we all crammed 
into the PBK 14. Half the town seemed to be watching from the 
bridge, and I am sure the splash will be remembered for a long 
time in Wimborne. 

We got on very well with the many anglers we met, but water­ 
bailiffs, real and pretended, were a worry. One fellow blew a 
police whistle at our approach, evidently expecting constables in 
water-wings to appear, but then rather gave himself away by demand­ 
ing boat-permits, which are not issued on the Stour. 

The Handbook says that the owner of the fishing rights at 
Throop Mill, on the lower reaches, objects to boating. On our 
"recce" we had learned that this gentleman (a Mr. Tomkins) had 
now passed away. We were told by a neighbouring farmer that in 
any case Mr. Tomkins had merely rented the fishing rights from 
the actual landowner, and that the latter would not dream of 
objecting to us. In view of this we did not expect trouble, but 
when we reached the Mill (where there is the choice of a portage 
or shooting a sluice with very little headroom) we were met by a 
bailiff complete with badge of office. 
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He said that he was employed by Mrs. Tomkins and that her 
instructions were to let no boats pass. He wa~ most courteous, 
agreeing that we were unlikely to scare the fish, and pointing 
out that he went off duty at 6.JO p.m. anyway. He went with me to 
telephone Mrs, Tomkins, but she remained adamant. I then explained 
to her that if she would not let us through, we should have to 
remain where we were until our transport could collect us at the 
weekend. Faced with this, she agreed to let us through on the 
understanding that no more canoeists would ever be given permission. 

After the cruise, I wrote to Mrs. Tomkins, thanking her, and 
asking her permission to give her address to the BCU. I enclosed 
some photos, in the hope of convincing her that canoeists were 
not such dreadful people, but the photos must have had the reverse 
effect, for I have had no reply. 

Soon after Throop, and five days after leaving King's Mill, we 
reached Christchurch, where the Stour meets the Avon and flows 
into the sea, A full-blooded gale prevented us going out to sea, 
and indeed on our last day it was all we could do to stay upright 
inside the harbour. 

The week cost a total of £4.10.0. each, including an end-of­ 
cruise celebration in Bournemouth. The only casualties were a small 
hole in Jeroboam, and two lads who found Chinese food too much for 
them after a week of camp cooking. 

Martin Rohleder 
On Sunday, Jrd November, 1963, Martin Rohleder 

died as a result of injuries received in a road accident 
two days earlier. The news of the death of this brilliant 
and popular slalomist at the end of his most successful 
season and before his full powers had been developed will 
shock all who knew him personally or who had watched his 
artistry on the water, 

His talent is a loss to British canosing but this 
can be replaced~ His friendship, his humour, however, 
is something that can never be replaced and, for those 
that knew him, his going leaves life a little bleaker. 
We know our readers would wish to join us in offering 
our sympathy to those closest to him. 
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Basic Instructions for Repairing 
Glass- Fibre Canoes BY GORDON STALEY 

Glass-fibre repairs to canoes are very simple, though to 
make a repair imperceptable requires a certain amount of patience 
at a first attempt, the following hints are designed to simplify 
most stages of Polyester resin repairs. 
Gel Coat Damage. The Gel coat is the coloured surface finish on 
most of the current manufactured G.F.R. canoes, the average thick­ 
ness is about .10 thou." this finish is not usually reinforced 
other than by adding of Granite powder in some cases. If a hull 
or deck hits, for instance, a rock or wall the damage would probably 
be a chip or scratch to the Gel finish, the chip can be filled with 
liquid Gel resin which has the consistency of thick paint, the 
scratch should not be filled unless very deep, as small scratches 
can be polished out with (Coachbuilders) cutting paste compound. 
Gel Coat Repairs. In any type of glass-fibre repair, all areas must 
be clean, dry and free from any kind of oil or grease. Garnet 
paper is handy to clean out large chips, or deep scratches, alterna­ 
tively a corner of a File will enlarge a small fiddly crack or 
scratch into an easy to repair Vee shaped cut. To repair such a 
cut the best method is: 
1. Mix in an old clean tin lid a small amount of the appropriate 
Gel resin with 1-2% of Catylyst, this starts a chemical reaction 
within the Gel resin which culminates in the resin setting hard 
(Cured). The pot life is in the region of 10 minutes, and so gives 
good time to effect the repair. 2, With a small paint brush 
transfer the Gel resin to the cut until the cut is filled and 
slightly proud of the surrounding hull surface. J. Next step is 
to stretch a piece of Sellotape or Scotch tape lengthwise across 
the repair making sure that the tape is free from creases, the 
tape re-produces the correct contour and gives a nice gloss if 
correctly positioned. 4. Leave until cured before removing the 
tape, clean the brush with Acetone, then dip the brush into a 
solution of Detergent and boiling water. All traces of the Gel 
resin should be removed from the bristles, and in this way your 
brush will last many repairs without harm. 
To Repair Holes and Splits. These should always be repaired from 
the inside with giass-fibre patches, either cloth or chopped mat. 
They should be pre-treated with Lay-Up resin which is thinner than 
the Gel type, and again the Lay-Up resin needs 1-2% of Catylyst 
to start a cure. 
1. Assuming the hole or split is right through the hull shell, 
the edge of the damage will almost certainly be jagged and uneven, 
and these rough edges will have to be cut and trimmed with a 
hacksaw blade even though it will mean making the hole larger 
until the hole is clean and free of loose particles. 2, Cut out 
a glass-fibre patch to overlap the hole by at least l½" about 
three patches of loz.sq.ft. should be sufficient for one hole. 
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J. Impregnate the patches with Lay-Up resin which has been mixed 
w1th the 1-2% of Catylyst. The ratio is best at 2 parts resin 
to 1 part glass-fibre, A good method of impregnation is lay the 
patches on a piece of greaseproof paper applying the resin with 
an old paint brush. 4. Transfer the patches to the inside of the 
hole with the brush, and again with the brush stipple the patches 
into place. If the repair is not in easy reach, "tie the brush to 
a length of wood, The stippling action removes air from the 
glass-fibre. 5, Stretch a piece of Sellotape over the outside of 
the hole to stop surplus resin from escaping. 6. Allow the repair 
to cure at about 70°Farenheit/22°centigrade and when cured hard, 
remove tape and file a vee cut in hard Lay-Up resin that has come 
through to the tape. 6. A Gel repair will complete the job. 

CLEAN UNTENSILS IN BOTH ACETONE & DETERGENT & HOT WATER 

Our Man in Hong Kong 
Major G. Cobbett,M.B.E.,R.A.S.C., one of our readers and a 

BCU (Hon) Coach, has written to us from Hong Kong to say that 
during the year he and a training team comprising Lieutenant 
Tony Manaton, R.A.S.C., who did his initial canoeing at the YMCA, 
Pool Dorest, Staff Sergeant John Rennie, R.A.S.C., and S-erg~_ant 
W.D. Stafford, R.A.S.C., introduced 50 Chinese boys to the sport 
of Canoeing. 

At a recent presentation, Brigadier T. Haddon, C.B.E., Chief 
of Staff to the Forces, gave out 36 BCU Novice Certificates to 
Chinese boys, 5 of the same to Army personnel and one to a British 
schoolboy who helped as an assistant leader; the latter is the 
son of the writer, but was examined by Tony Manaton. Two of the 
Service helpers also achieved their Proficiency Certificates and 
Badges, It is optimistically expected that these two will soon 
pass their Instructors Certificates, 

The team are now getting ready to run two Proficiency Courses 
and to conclude the year they then hope to take the best of the 
students out on a more venturesome voyage, from the southwest coast 
of the old pirate hide-out on Lantau to the Soko group of islands, 
bang on the border of the Colony and the Republic of China, thence 
to the Leper Colony of Hayling Chau from where they will visit a 
nearby Trappist Monastery. The last day will be a long haul across 
more open waters to the old Royal Naval ammunition island of 
Stonecutters from where they will head to the Royal Hong Kong 
Yacht Club of which Major Cobbett is a member. 
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Canoe Building in Cold-Moulded Ply 
L. GEE 

There are two basic forms of cold moulded ply construction, 
the first employing veneers and the second thin plywood. In the 
case of veneers, several skins are used, each formed of narrow 
strips laid diagonally from keel to gunwale, alternate skins 
being laid on opposite diagonals i.e. approximately at right 
angles to each other. Normally an odd number of skins is used, 
so that the grains of the surface veneers, inside and outside the 
boat run in the same direction. This construction, which resembles 
that of sheet plywood is intended to balance and correct out those 
stresses set up by changes in moisture content. 

Where the shell is moulded in thin plywoo·d, it is customary 
to use only two skins, plywood being more stable than veneer. 
Again each skin is composed of narrow strips laid diagonally from 
keel to gunwale, the skins being laid at approximate right angles 
to each other. 

It is becoming common for the keel and hog to be omitted where 
the shape of the canoe is such as to permit running the planks 
from gunwale to gunwale. In this way, some weight is eliminated 
making a lighter canoe or permitting a stronger shell and therefore 
more nearly approaching the ideal monocoque construction. 

VENEER v PLYWOOD 
Although the choice between moulding in veneer or ply is 

largely a personal one, there are certain considerations which 
affect that choice. Care is needed when moulding in thin veneer, 
to avoid the formation of bubbles between the skins, Once the 
glue has set, such bubbles are not easily dealt with. This fact, 
coupled with the need for at least three skins, makes moulding in 
veneer a relatively siow business, but the result is a very strong 
and light shell. The use of plywood largely overcomes the question 
of bubbles and the need for only two skins makes this method a 
rather quicker means of producing a moulded shell. There are 
however, a few snags, the first of which is the tendency of the 
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plank edges to curl up and the second, the relative reluctance of 
even very thin ply to bend easily. These features mean that 
the stapler and¼" staples, so useful in veneer moulding are no 
longer strong enough for the job and alternatives must be sought. 
Fortunately these drawbacks can be eliminated, though at the price 
of a small loss in strength. The technique is to cut the planks 
from the sheet of ply diagonally across the face grain at an angle 
corresponding to that which the planks make to the keel. Thus the 
face grain of each plank will now follow the fore and aft lines of 
the completed boat. Planks cut in this way become most docile 
and the ultimate loss in strength is not as great as might at first 
be supposed. 

WHY MOULD 
Cold moulding is probably the easiest way for the amateur to 

produce a round bilged canoe which is rather lighter than glass 
fibre and free from the pollyleafing so noticeable in lath and 
canvas, Repairs are fairly easily effected though seldom necessary, 
as moulded ply is surprisingly resilient provided that no framing 
is incorporated. The behaviour of a rigid round bilged canoe in 
rough water, and its qualities of speed are well enough known to 
require no elaboration, and there remain only the questions of 
cost and building time. The materials for a moulded ply canoe 
cost about the same as for say, a Kayel or lath-and-canvas canoe 
of similar size and type, and the time taken in moulding is very 
little more than either of these two methods of construction. The 
chief snags are, cost and time of building the mould over which 
the canoe is built and the cost of a staple gun. Both of these 
items may be written off against several canoes, or they may be 
sold when no longer needed. 

If an individual canoe is desired, or better still, if several 
people can agree on a design, then cold moulding takes a lot of 
beating both as a method of building and as a finished canoe, 
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Canoe Building in Glass-Fibre/Resin - Part 1 
The advent of glassfibre into the canoe-building world has 

resulted in the usual rash of extravagant claims about its excell­ 
ence followed by the equally usual ache of examples of its un­ 
reliability. On the one hand, eulogies about the rollicking, 
rock-bashing capabilities of this new material; on the other, 
counter claims about the shuddering, shatterability that some 
glassfibre canoes have demonstrated at most inopportune moments. 
Let us, in the usual British way, take the middle line. No material 
so far available is superior in so many ways; equally, no material 
can be expected to stand up to prolonged (and often unnecessary) 
beatings without failing, particularly if it has been fabricated 
incorrectly. 

The main drawback to glassfibre is that of cost; the pro­ 
fessional canoe-builder who has to gauge an unknown market, sink a 
good deal of capital into a relatively new technique, chance his 
arm with something not yet fully accepted, needs to proceed care­ 
fully - he has to sell his canoe as well as make them - small output 
means relatively large overheads which in turn means a canoe that 
is a good deal more expensive than the more traditional types. 
The amateur hasn't so much to lose and because his livelihood is 
not dependent on the outcome, he can often turn out a reasonable 
job which has cost, in terms of hard cash, less than the pro­ 
fessional counterpart. 

It seems that there are many without experience of the mediwn 
who are brave (or rash?) enough to want to try it and the following 
notes are written to help these people. They are in no way an 
exhaustive treatise, but rather a basis on which the individual 
can learn by his own experience; a guide to the 'wet lay up process' 
- the most popular method of fabricating glassfibre with polyester 
resin. No doubt, those with experience will disagree on some points 
- any resulting discussion will no doubt be welcomed, not the least 
by the Editor. However, I can claim that the methods explained 
have proved successful practically with, so far, only one example 
of incomplete success and they have worked with groups with no 
previous experience of any canoe-building. 

At this stage, the availability of a mould is assumed - (mould­ 
making will be dealt with subsequently) but successful experience 
of laying up shells and handling the materials over a period is 
recommended before undertaking such a project - mistakes can prove 
costly in both time and money. 

THE MATERIALS 
Since the materials used are relatively new, much experimental 

and testing work needs to be done before the method allows much 
latitude. However, with care and diligence, the amateur can produce 
a canoe which is very little (if any) more expensive and certainly 
much stronger and more easily maintained that the traditional types, 
i.e. if the cost of the mould is excluded. The manufacturers of the 
raw materials are continually researching in an endeavour to improve 
their products and are usually very helpful to genuine requests for 
information. 
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1, Polyester Resins 
There is a large range of these developed to suit particular 

moulding methods or the use to which the final product is to be put. 
For example, some are produced for hot setting techniques; some for 
wet lay up methods; some are particularly suitable for electrical 
components, others for situations where water resistance is impor­ 
tant. Any reputable firm will gladly give guidance and recommend 
the resin particularly suited to the job in hand. Some are able 
to supply a thixotropic grade which ha·s the very useful property 
of being non-draining, important where near-vertical surfaces are 
involved, and there is also a 'flexible' grade which improves 
resilience and impact strength. Advice on relative quantities to 
be used in a mix should always be sought, e.g. if more than 10% 
of some flexible grades are used the resultant shell will remain 
'tacky' 

2, Activators 
Most grades of resin have a guaranteed shelf life of at least 

six months. Before they can be used they require "activating", by 
the addition of other materials, to enable the necessary chemical 
changes to take place. We are concerned with a catalyst (sometimes 
called the "initiator") which starts the reaction, but which is 
relatively slow, giving a life of 8 - JO hours to the mix, and an 
accelerator (or "promoter") which speeds up the reaction depending 
on the relative amount used (with normal mixes giving JO minutes 
"life"). 

"Strong" mixes (i.e. when relatively large amounts of' accelera­ 
tor are used) can be dangerous when near the gelling stage, since 
the reaction is highly exothermic i.e. great heat is generated and 
copious fumes given off'. Mixing catalyst and accelerator directly, 
even in very small amounts, can produce a dangerously violent 
chemical reaction and this risk of explosion must be recognised. 

J. Additives 
These include fire proofing, filling materials, etc., but 

for our purpose, only pigments need to be considered. These, best 
used in paste form, impart permanent colour to the job. A "seeable" 
colour in the red/yellow range, e,g. Neon Red, Fire Orange, Blaze, 
is recommended from the safety angle. Fluorescent finishes, first­ 
rate for canoes, are now available, but need slightly different 
treatment if the best results are to be obtained, 

4. Reinforcing Materials 
As with resins there is a large range available and the 

following are of immediate interest. 

(a) Chopped Strand Mat 
This, combined with the resins, normally constitutes the main 

"body" of the job, In the trade, it is regarded as a low cost, 
general purpose reinforcement, but is certainly sufficiently 
strong for our purposes. It consists of 2" long strands randomly 
distributed and bonded together to form a rather stiff but fairly 
easily disturbed mat., The low alkali type is most suitable for 
canoe construction. It is normally available in widths of 
J6" (easier to handle) and 54" and in weights of 1, 1½ and 
20zs /sq.ft, The 1½ ozs. is recommended for most jobs. 
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(b) Glass Cloth 
This can be used in conjunction with (a). Though more 

expensive, it is stronger than (a) weight for weight. Some 
amateurs have found that there is a tendency for laminations to 
part where different materials are used together and for sim­ 
plicity and cheapness (at the expense of a little extra weight) 
chopped strand mat throughout gives a satisfactory j9b under 
most conditions. Cloth is available in a large variety of 
weaves, widths and weights and the type used is dependent on what 
strength is required, how important the final weight of the 
finished job is, and considerations of cost. Woven rovings are 
heavy type cloths which are very efficient but more expensive 
and heavier. 

(c) Surface Tissue 
This enhances the appearance and makes "kinder" the outer 

surfaces of the job and can also be used to strengthen the gel 
coat (though some people no longer recommend this). It is a 
fine, tissue paper-like glass mat. 

Various combinations of reinforcing materials can be used. In 
general terms, cloth gives 50% and woven roving 100% increase in 
tensile strength, however, they are more costly than chopped strand 
mat and sometimes bring other problems particularly if used in the 
variable conditions under which the amateur often works. The simple 
combination of gel coat (with surface tissue if desired), 2 lami­ 
nations of 1½ ozs. mat and an inner surface tissue seems to pose 
the least problems, is cheap and gives good results. It is worth­ 
while finishing the inner surface with surface tissue and/or 
"painting" on a thin coat of resin when gelling of the laminations 
is well advanced. 

5. Release Agents 
Unless the builder is to be left with hacked-off pieces of hull 

and a rather chopped about mould, or a hull with a mould permanently 
attached, it is essential to have an efficient system of releasing 
the finished hull from the mould. We are concerned with two agents 
- a rather soft wax polish type and a liquid type which are used in 
conjunction to give a very efficient two-stage process. 

6. Cleaning Agents 
Once the resin is activated nothing will stop the gelling and 

hardening processes. Unless they are to be written off, all tools 
should be cleaned with a suitable agent immediately the work is 
completed (and sometimes during the processes). Acetone is re­ 
commended as a cleaning agent. 

7. Glass-fibre Tape 
This is used for strengthening joints and for fixing half­ 

frames, inwale strips, etc., if composite glassfibre/plywood method 
is employed. 

(To be continued) 
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Chelmer Junior Handicap Race 
This year the Junior Handicap Race was organised as part of 

Chelmsford official celebrations to mark the 75th anniversary of the 
incorporation of the Town as a Borough, thereby drawing attention 
to the importance of the river as an amenity of the town both past, 
present and in the future. 

As in previous years the race was organised by the Chelmsford 
Boating Club and owing to a flood prevention scheme, now being 
carried out, the course this year was from Barnes Mill to Hoe Mill, 
Ulting. The total distance being seven miles, 

The paddlers set out at intervals according to their handicap. 
The main object of this annual event is to encourage youngsters 

to take up the competitive side of canoeing, in particular those 
who do not as yet own one of the specialised canoes now required 
in L-D events. It thereby acts as a bridge from touring to L-D 
racing. The organisers were.gratified to find that a fair number 
of the competitors were newcomers to competitive canoeing. 

Results 

Under 16s Actual Time 
1st A. Baldwin Hatfield YC lh lJm 45s 
2nd R. Bloxham " lh 17m 5Js 
Under 19s 
1st M. Mean " lh 7m 42s 
2nd A. Miller Harlow CC lh 14m J9s 
Ladies 
1st M. Dover Chelmsford BC lh 48m lJs 

2nd ( s. Liversedge Aylesbury lh 54m JOs (G. May Sch. Bromley 

P,Sheckleton of Chelmsford B.C. 
passing the finish. 

M.Mean of Hatfield Y,C. Ist. 
Single to finish, 
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News of the B.C.U. 
The end of November.is the time when all nominations for the 

Council of the British Canoe Union must be in the hands of the 
Secretary. Also due on this date are any proposals which members 
wish to be discussed at the Annual General Meeting in January. 
With the Union standing at its highest point ever both with regard 
to finances and membership it is important that members take this 
annual opportunity of making their wishes known to Council and of 
seeing that the officers elected are those who are in close touch 
with present day conditions. 

It seems likely that the administrative changes forecast in the 
August issue of 'Canoeing' are likely to come about in the New Year 
and while at the time of going to press we cannot say more, we can 
reveal that some honorary officers of the Union are likely to be 
able to spend more time in their canoes than previously. 

Letters 
Dear Sir, 

Do You Wear A Foamdome? 

With the increasing use by white water canoeists of crash 
helmets, is it not time that canoeists evolved a suitably descrip­ 
)ive term for this kind of headgear? Since the motor-cyclist's 
term 'skidlid' is inappropriate, may I suggest we adopt the term 
'foamdome'? 

Dear Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 
Norman Tilley, 
London. W.lJ. 

Paddle Your Own Canoe 

I have been an individual member of the B.C.U. for more than 
twenty years, but I had built two canoes and discarded them for a 
bought one by the time I joined. 

Much as we all admire and work for, or wish for, the success of 
Club Canoeing, I trust too much water has not passed under the 
bridge to let us forget the phrase "Paddle Your Own Canoe", 

Youth's desire to prove its power to master its surroundings - 
finds a wonderful outlet in going off alone in a canoe, begged, 
borrowed or home-made. 

Surely most canoes today are still used in this way, and these 
youths are with their parents consent(!) at Gods Mercy, and far 
safer than on the road. 

This being so we must use all means of communication to youth, 
advocating safety, clubs and union, the need for giving the basic 
life jacket or old inner tube stowage space, with some weather and 
wind law not to mention tides or currents to help youth's early 
adventures. 

Yours faithfully, 
A. Colvill 

lJ 



Dear Sir, 

Medway Challenge Rally 

The next in the series of Medway Challenge Rallies will be held 
on December 1st. when the start for the Doubles will be from 
Tonbridge. This course is over JO miles and 9 lock portages and 
is the original Challenge course first raced nearly 5 years ago by 
teams from H.M. Borstal, Rochester and H.M.S. Pembroke, Chatam, 
R.N. The present course record of 4 hours 6 minutes is held by 
the Blue Waters Canoe Club, but this is certain to be seriously 
challenged at the next meet. The last 11 miles of the course are 
on the tidal water~ of the Medway: conditions generally during 
winter Rallies offer a reasonable challenge to those under training 
for the D/W. Classes for racing are similar to those used in the 
D/W. A small charge is made for entries to cover the cost of the 
personal trophies awarded to winners of classes. ALL competitors 
who complete the course are awarded Certificates of Performance 
as a permanent record of their entry. 

For the information of Clubs which cater for adv en't ur-e train­ 
ing, the Rallies also include Wayfinding events. These are competi­ 
tive map-reading walks: the map-reading is an essential feature of 
the events. Walkers operate in pairs and many were posted "missing" 
on the recent Rally because their map-reading was not quite as good 
as it might have been. 

Enquiries concerning the Medway Challenge Rally will be very 
welcome. Lone-wolf canoeists in London and Kent will be particular­ 
ly. The Four Admirals Club which organises the events is an 
association of such people who wish to meet competitively at 
regular and frequent intervals but have no desire to belong perma­ 
nently to a club. At the same time we accept the existence of 
clubs and a Challenge Trophy is awarded annually on the basis of 
the performance points scored by club team entries over a year. 

A point of special interest to would-be competitors is that 
the wearing of life jackets is compulsory and failure to do so can 
result in disqualification. Objections to this rule always evapor­ 
ate very quickly when the objector is asked to sign a statement 
absolving the organisors in the event of a fatal accident. 

Yours faithfully, 
P. Antwis, 
Four Admirals Club, 
J8, Hill Road, 
Rochester, 
Kent. 

Dear Sir, 

White Water Crash Helmets 

I had experience in a recent slalom event, of the danger of 
using an improvised helmet for canoeing in white water. The helmet 
in question was a solid glassfibre type without any outlet holes, 
which, after capsizing, filled with water, and the weight held me 
under the surface. It is time that helmets were made in this 
country specifically ~or canoeing. 

Yours faithfully, 
M. Pindar 
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Dear Sir, 

Nov. issue: page 208: para. 1. 

If you will forgive an awful pun "I cannot A Bide A.Eyde's 
English in this para." We must think not only of canoe-men reading 
our magazine, but anyone who - being a non-canoeist - might pick it 
up for enlightenment. So: 

"Basically, a trailer is •• (please read lines 1 and 2). 
No! Wheels are NOT "rapidly attached to a number of canoes AND TO 
a towing vehicle". If they are attached TO the canoes, do the 
latter string along in single file - or in column of 4•s? What an 
extraordinary procession! And "to a towing vehicle"? Doesn't it 
already HAVE wheels? Why add more? 

"This must be within the letter of the law" .•.• WHAT must? 
The whole "lot", I suppose. But can't one better express it? 

"And regulations have been made IN ORDER to keep the trailer 
tower IN ORDER" Phew! And what tower? None has been mentioned - 
only wheels - and low ones at that. What is "towering"? 

"This is by no means authoritative". What is? The trailer 
tower was the last noun mentioned. Must be its towering authority!? 
If the writer means: The following data is by no means .•..• then 
why not say so, and why give so many figures and data if they are 
NOT authoritative? He says definately "The requirements are":- 

I think the author must not have bided his time, and thought 
of what he was writing, but must have gone overboard and taken a 
crop too much ..• of water or something "Basically" (see .line 1) made 
of water! Could he have meant to write: 

"Basically, a trailer is a device whereby a number of canoes 
may be towed along the roads behind a vehicle. It consists of 
a light framework, supported on small wheels, so constructed 
that it will carry several canoes at a time, side by side and 
one above another. But the width, length and height of the 
trailer are subject to legal requirements, of which the 
following is only a summary •.•••••• " 

Later, our friend writes (para. 4, line 1): "Experience tells me 
that all the foregoing is good stuff." Well, may be: but I think I 
would have written: •.•. is sound common-sense. "Stuff" is quite 
the wrong word. 

I have just entered my 70th year, and experience tells me that 
the writing of simple, clear~ unequivocal English is not easy and 
requires careful thought and a nice choice of the RIGHT word. 
But it is worth the striving. 

Yours faithfully, 
Frederic Moss. 

(This poses an interesting problem as to how far one should go in 
witholding the editorial blue pencil in order to preserve the 
individual flavour of an author's work. The problem becomes even 
greater when the author is well-known for his individualistic 
treatment of the written and spoken work. On reflection we feel 
that in a straight article such as this, as opposed to a 'Splodge' 
narrative, we should have used our blue pencil more vigorously. Ed.) 

1:5 



News Flashes 
CANOEING IN BRITAIN 
After almost a year's hibernation, 'Canoeing in Britain' the 
quarterly bulletin of the B.C.U. is to come to life again on the 
10th December. The Editor will be Jack Levison and we are told 
that changes in style, format, and content are to be introduced. 

BASCHIN CANOES TAKEN OVER 
The Continental firm of Baschin who specialised in the production 
of glassfibre slalom and white water canoes has ceased to exist as 
a separate entity. Their designs have been taken over by Klepper 
whose U.K. agent is, of course, the Canoe Centre. 

'CANOEING' PLANS LIST 
We have now prepared an illustrated list of our canoe building plans 
which readers can obtain by sending a stamped, addressed envelope 
to our Circulation Manager, 6 The Mall, Brentford, Middlesex. 

TYNE SLALOM NEW LOOK 
Tyne Folding Boats report that they have modified the deck line of 
their glassfibre slalom and white water canoe thus reducing the 
depth by approximately two inches. 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING 
A year's subscription to 'Canoeing' would make an excellent Christ­ 
mas present. 

CANOEING AND SAFETY 
The article in last month's 'Canoeing' was by John Cardwell. We 
apologise for the inadvertent omission of this credit title. 

TWENTY SLALOM AND WHITE WATER CANOES 
The news that John Critchley had obtained the U.K. agency for 
Mendesta canoes prompted us to count up the number of slalom and 
white water designs how available in this country. We reached the 
astonishing figure of twenty different models, and this is without 
counting two designs shortly to be introduced by an established 
manufacturer who has so far not catered for this field. 

WITHAM VALLEY CANOE CLUB 
A new canoe club has been established in the Lincoln area. All 
aspects of the sport will be catered for, and prospective members 
should contact Jack Birkett, Wigford Yard, High Street, Lincoln. 

ATTENTION 

MacGregor's 'l,OOQ miles in the Rob Roy canoe' 
steadily. Have you ordered your copy yet from B.C.U. 
The price is 10s. 6d. post free. 

is selling 
Supplies? 

16 
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SMALL ADS. 3d. per word. (Box Numbers ls. 6d.) 

FOR SALE: Moonraker Class J, Paddles, Spray Sheet, Rudder, cost £45, 
as new £JO o.n.o. Write 46, Forest Approach, Woodford Green, 
Essex. Phone: BUC. 6272. 

FOR SALE: Kl Fighter £JO, apply M.Bosher. Phone: Slough 21485. 

FOR SALE: P.B.K. 26 14ft. Good Condition. Spray Cover. Fibreglass 
Seat. Footrest : £15. J.Bell, 81, Park Avenue, L~ndon, E.6. 

FOR SALE. Wooden Accord K2 in perfect almost unused condition - 
pattern for the record breaking glassfibre models. £60. o.n.o. 
J.L.Gmach & Co. Ltd., Fordingbridge, Hant. 
FOR SALE 
Back numbers of 'Canoeing' price ls.Jct. each (incl, postage), 6 or 
more copies ls. each (post free). Botmd copies of both Volumes 1 and 
2 available - price 20s. per volume (post free). Apply: Circulation 
Manager, 6 The Mall, Brentford, Middlesex. 

WHITE WATER 
Obtain your copy from R.V. & X.Crocket, 12 Bluecoat Walk, Harmans 
Water, Bracknell, Berks. Quarterly 10s. p i a , (post free). Back 
numbers and single copies 2s.6d. each. Also available WW supplement 
No.l. WIGGLE/WRIGGLE TESTS 6d. each, reductions for quantities. WW 
Supplement No,2 SPUHLERISED RULES - a 12 page booklet ls.Jd, each, 
reduction for quantities. 

-- - CANOE INSURANCE 
B,C.U, Canoe Insurance, Cheapest Rates, For proposal form write to 
the B.C.U., J6 King Edwards Grove, Teddington, Middlesex, 

INTRODUCING 

''THE SWORDFISH'' 
A modern Greenland Kayak in modern materials 
Length 1818½" x 19½" Beam. Price £J8. 

Special Features Include: All glass-fibre construction 
round bilge and rounded gunwale for ease of rolling 
built-in "Clocel" foam buoyancy seat, hip boards and 
cockpit coaming is a one piece moulding. Reinforced 
rear-deck seat. Room below decks for camping gear etc, 
Surprisingly manoeuvreable. Tried and tested on Thames 
estuary, Made to your own choice of colour/s. 

RANCE MARINE 
127 PASTON CRESCENT, LEE, LONDON, S.E.12 



BCU 
SuppUes 

BCU Publications 
GUIDE TO THE WATERWAYS OF THE 

BRITISH ISLES 
CANOEING 

No. 1-Choosinc your Canoe and its Equipment 
No. 2-Canoe Handlin, and Manacement 
No. 3-Canoe Campin,: 
No. 4-The Eskimo Roll 
No. S--Canadian Canoeinc 

{Special prices to membon of the B.C.U.) 

s. d. 

21 0 

3 0 
3 0 
2 6 
3 0 
3 6 

CANOEING (P. W. Bl,ndford) 
STARTING CANOEING (M. Russell) 
YOU ANO YOU.R CANOE (0. J. Cock) 
TACKLE CANOEING THIS WAY (P. W." Blandford) 
CANOEING (B. Jauer) 
CANOE-KAY AK EN FRANCE (J. de Lie1e) 
THE CANOEING MANUAL (N. McNau1ht) 
CANOEING (American Red Cross) 
WHITE WATER SPORT (P. 0. Whitney) 
River Maps & Guides 

Send ,.a.e. for liit of Brifoh •nd Foreign river map, end guide,. 

All pr1ce1 ere po1ttree. Please tend remittance with 
order. Cheque,, etc. 1hould be mede peyeble to 

"The British Canoe Union 

4 0 
6 0 

10 6 
12 6 
12 6 
12 6 
15 0 
15 0 
35 0 

BCU SUPPLIES 147a Station Road London, E.4 

We specialise in ••• 

PBK RIGID CANOES 
AND KAYEL KAYAKS KITS 
AND FINISHED CRAFT 

PLANS, ALL MATERIALS & ACCESSORIES, 
CANVAS & PVC COVERING MATERIALS 

THE "TARKA" CANOE 
finest value in Two-Seater canoes £26.6.0 

SAVE MONEY PADDLE KITS 
Make your paddles from our k;~s 
S.A.E for details and samples 

H. W. PALSER 
BOAT BUILDERS 

LONDON LANE 
WORCS. 

UPTON-ON-SEVERN 
Telephone: UPTON 324 

SUPPLIERS TO : 
H.M. FORCES, EDUCATIONAL AUTHORITIES, Etc. 

AVONCRAFT 
CANOES 

Racing and Touring Craft 
"RAPIDE" MK. 3 

With 1963 season nearly over, the" Raplde" has proved 
beyond all doubt to be the most superior class 3 craft 
available In L.D. and Sprint racing. In L.O. racing alone 
the "Rapide" can claim nearly 80% of all the awards. 
This new and unique craft offers the strongest and lightest 
structure possible, with a version of the craft weighing 
only 18 pounds. The "Rapide" Is also an excellent 
touring and sea going kayak. 

Length 15 ft. Beam 23 In. Weight 18 lb. 
" HUSTLER" MK. 3 

The class 7 " Hustler" has been designed and built using 
the same method of construction as the "Rapide" Mk. 3, 
and although unraced as yet, It Is almost certain to follow 
the same success story In the dual role of racing and 
touring. Len~th 17 ft. Beam 27 in. Weight 27 lb. 

Plans and Kits, etc. ava11a01e giving a 
choice of seven models using the most 
advanced techniques for easy construc­ 
tion In marine plywood and veneer. 

R.H.VARDY 
ELM DRIVE, HATFIELD. HERTS. 

-SuPpliers to H.M. Forces, Education Authorities, et.c. 

Plans for plywood canoes by K. H. Littledyke 

Sports Single 
Sports Single Special 
N.C.K.I 
N.C.K.2 
Slalom Mk I 
Slalom Mk Ill 

Double 16 
Double 16 Special 
Double 18 
Canadian 
Racing Canadian 
Angmasalik 

materials and accessories, also 

HAMMER 
Folding Canoes 

mail or phone enquiries 

John E. Pearton (Kayaks) Ltd. 
42 Fitzjohn Avenue. Barnet, Herts. 

Telephone: BARnet 1623 



THINKING OF A NEW FIBREGLASS CANOE? 

THEN THINK OF 

Kayaks MENDESTA Fibreglass 

Mendesta canoes are 

~lliptical and are 

Noted for their 

Qurability and 

~legant lines that give 

Satisfaction. It is 

!hrilling to own this 

Attractive canoe. 

Slalom and white water 
canoes are now available 
in this country. 
Qn the Qontinent they 
have been very successful 
in many of the major events 
during the past few years. 
Now for the first time 
ever MENDESTA canoes and 
accessories are available 
to you in this country. 

Details of some of the MENDESTA canoes are as follows:- 

Type Slalom 400: Length lJft 2ins. Width 2J¾ins. Weight J21b. 
£42 10s. Od. nett. 

Type Slalom 42: Length lJft Sins. Width 24½ins. Weight J41b. 
£43 15s. Od. nett. 

Type Slalom 401: Length lJft 6ins. Width 24 ins. Weight JJlb. 
£43 5s. Od. nett. 

Prices include buoyancy, spraycover, kneegrips etc. 

Also spoon blade slalom paddles, left or right control, length 
to order. 

JOHN CRITCHLEY 
4 COX'S AVENUE, GRANGE FARM, UPPER HALLIFORD 

SHEPPERTON-ON-THAMES, MIDDLESEX 

Sole U.K. Agent for Kayaks MENDESTA 



EVERYTHING FOR THE CANOEIST 
For 

BRASS FITTINGS 
Backrest Fittings for PBK Canoes 
Rear Backrest" Angle Type" per pair 3/- 
Front Backrest "PBK.22." . . per pair 3/- 
Front Backrest " PBK.1-4, 18, or 20 " per pair 3/- 
Cockpit Point and Corners per set 4/- 
Paddle Brackets . . per pair 4/- 
Painter Brackets . . per pair 2/6 
Turn buttons . . . . each 6d, 
(The above fittings are complete with brass screws) 

ExampJ.!1. ,a. ;.. •• ine enamel 
Half pint .. 
One pint .. 
One quart 

Turps. Substitute 
Genuine Turps. 

Brass Wire-! .•. diameter . . per foot 9d 
COPPER NAILS 

Copper Nails ¾'x 16 gauge . . . . t lb. 4/- 
¼ lb. 2/3 

Copper Nails ¾"' long with roves per doz. 4d 
"INTERNATIONAL" MARINE VARNISH 

Half pint 4/8 
One pint . . 8/l 
One quart 15/3 
Half gallon . . 29/6 

"INTERNATIONAL" 
POLYURETHANE VARNISH 707 

2d (Compound B in separate container) 
ltd One pint .. 
3d One quart . . . . 
Sd Thinners for Polyurethane 
2d Half pint 
41-d One pint .. 

. _ -14 _ _ Oneguart 

are only a few of the 250 items we stock 
Why not send for our Free 1963 illustrated Catalogue? 

OTTERSPORTS LTD. 

THINNERS ... t pint bottle 
. . i pint bottle 

BRASS WIRE 

5/- 
9/- 

17/- 

IOd 
1/8 

BRASS STEM AND STERN BAND 
(In lengths 12'. 18', 24', JO' and 36") 

Brass, convex, 3/8" wide per foot 
Brass, flat strip, 3/8" wide per foot 

¾"x 16 gauge 
t'"x 16 gauge 
f"x 16 gauge 
BRASS BOLTS, NUTS AND WASHERS 
Brass Bolu ¾'x¼' 
Brass Bolts l"x¼" 
Brass Bolts lf" •. x¼" •. 
Brass Bolts 3"'x¼ •. 
Brass Square Nuu ¼' 
Brass Wing Nuu ¼'"' •• 
Rr"t'° Washers ¼'"' 

BRASS NAILS 
t I~. 4/- 
t lb. 4/- 
t lb. 4/- 

¼ lb. 
¼ lb. 
¼ lb. 

1/- 
9d. 

each 
each 
each 
each 

. . each 

. . each 

. . each 

2/3 
2/3 
2/3 

15/9 
30/9 

3/6 
6/­ 

JIJ- 

8-10 BROAD STREET, NORTHAMPTON Tel: 39405 

THE FAMOUS RANGE 
OF HIGH CLASS 
GLASS-FIBRE 
CRAFT 

For Racing, Touring or Pottering and as supplied to H.M. 
Forces. From 11 ft. to 21 ft. 6 in. Prices from 04. 

THESE SPEEDY DURABLE CRAFT hold the A & B Class Records in the 1961 & 1962 DEVIZES-WEST­ 
MINSTER RACE, took the first 12 places in the Junior'63 event and came 1st, 3rd, 5th and 8th in the Senior 
Detailed literature on these excellent craft from: 

FULLY ILLUSTRATED 
BROCHURE FROM : J. L. GMACH & CO. LTD. FORDINGBRIDGE 

HANTS. Tel: 2422 



EVERYTHING FOR THE rANOE t:M1/IER 

COLEX '64 • 
6th camping 

ell 

life 

Empire and West Halls, Olympia, W.14 
3rd - I Ith January, 1964 (10 a.m. - 9 p.m. Daily) 

Trade Only Days 31st December to 2nd January 
(10 a.m. - 6 p.m.) 

REDUCED ADMISSION RATES FOR PARTIES 

all enquiries to: Orianisers: ®~ ··• Trades Exhibitions Ltd., Exhibition House, Sprint St., London, W.2. 
~ '"I Tel: AM8assador 2886 

. •' 

.-~~t~-- I 



THE GANNETS 
Both the Gannet single, and Gannet double (Barts) LD 
class 4 and 6 canoes have won the most outstanding 
successes during 1963. •64 models have been improved 
still further and have already won decisively at the 
last meetings of the season. Details available soon 

THE MERLIN L·D K2 • ~ !!I! 

Outstanding new glass fibre model, specially designed 
for Devizes to Westminster. Very fast, very seaworthy 
Equally suitable for light and heavy crews. £55. o. 0 

THE CANOE CENTRE 
PORTABLE BOATS LTD 

18,BEAUCHAMP RD., TWICKENHAM, MIDDX. 
Tel POPes1rove 1979 

Canoeing Publications, 6 The Mall, Brentford, Middlesex. 
Printed by King Print Litho Ltd., Kingston-on-Thames, 
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