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We are proud to be again holding our annual 
demo day at Sale Water Park in Manchester. This is 
the third year it has taken place here and is always 
a massive success, with people coming from all 
over to try out boats for free. In collaboration with 
the major manufacturers we have a huge range 
of craft from sea kayaks and playboats, to open 
canoes and sit on tops. There really is something 
for everyone. Including Youth freestyle clinics from 
the BCU, Taster sessions for beginners and courses 

available for more experienced paddlers. 
See www.brookbankcanoes.co.uk for more info. 

WHERE: SALE WATER PARK 
SALE, MANCHESTER. 
JUST OF THE M60 AT J6. 

WHEN: SUNDAY 20TH MAY 10AM • 4PM 
COST: FREE! JUST REGISTER ON LINE OR 

CALL 0161 474 1499 

Call or go online for your 
brand new 2007 brochure 

packed full of more 
products, more 
information and 
more advice! 

Carlisle Canoes 
Old Raffles Parade, 

Wigton Road, Carlisle, 
Cumbria, CA2 ?EX 

www.carlislecanoes.co.uk 
01228 531 703 

UK Canoes 
Unit 8, Lansil Ind. Est., 

Caton Road, 
Lancaster, LA 1 3PQ 
www.ukcanoes.co.uk 

01524 388 850 

Brookbank Canoes 
Unit 23, Meadow Ind. Est., 
Water Street, Stockport, 
Cheshire, SK1 2BX. 

www.brookbankcanoes.co.uk 
0161 474 1499 

Paddles port 
Park Farm Est., 
Compton Verney, 

Warwickshire, CV35 9HJ 
www.paddlesport.co. uk 

01926 640 573 
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YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS MAKE CANOE FOCUS HAPPEN. 
The quality and variety of news, articles, reports and photographs depend on the submission of material 
from you, Very few contributors are professional writers and photographers. so don't be put off writing 
because you have no experience! Canoe Focus is all about canoeist to canoeist dialogue: a paddler's 
magazine written by paddlers. Technical Information: Contributions preferably as a Microsoft Word file. 
which can be emailed to ~ter@canoefocus.co.uk. or mailed to 2b Graphic Design, 49 Greenfields, St Ives, 
Cambs PE27 SHB. All material is accepted on the understanding that the BCU and it's agents cannot be 
held liable or responsible for loss or damage, although every care and effort is taken to safeguard material. 

Next Copy date is the 1st MARCH 2007. Material arriving after this date cannot be included in the 
APRIL 2007 issue. Canoe Focus encourages contributions of any nature but reserves the right to edit and 
condense to fill the space available and unless otherwise stated the publishers assume no responsibility for 
the return of unsolicited manuscripts, artwork or photographs. Opinions expressed in this magazine are not 
necessarily those of the British Canoe Union. its committees or members. The printing of an advertisement 
in Canoe Focus does not necessarily mean that the British Canoe Union endorse the company, item or 
service advertised. All material in Canoe Focus is strictly copyright and all rights are reserved. Reproduction 
without prior permission from the editor is forbidden. 
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JOIN THE BCU ONLINE @ www.bcu.org.uk 

Comment by Paul Owen, Chief Executive 

Happy new year 
and welcome to 
February's issue 
Whether your news year's 
resolution has been to get 
out in your boat more, to 
try a new type of 
paddlesport or to support 
the Rivers Access 
Campaign more 
proactively, we wish you 
all the best in the 
forthcoming year. 

Annual General Meeting 
The BCU's AGM takes place on 10th 
March, 2007, at Sport Scotland 
Headquarters, Caledonia House, 1 
Redheughs Rigg, Sough Gyle, Edinburgh 
EH12 9DQ. Enclosed in this issue of Canoe 
Focus are the details of the AGM, which 
can also be found on the BCU website. 

Special business 
In addition to the standard agenda items, 
some Special Business will also be 
addressed (See agenda for further details). 
This is due to the fact that it was recently 
recommended that rather than the chair of 
the Sports Management Committee being 
automatically a director of the BCU it was 
more appropriate that the Chair of the 
World Class Management Group had this 
role. The Sports Management Committee 
in reality only meets occasionally to discuss 
areas of common interest between the 
sporting disciplines. 

ICF Congress meeting 
At the ICF Congress which took place 
in Kowloon Hong Kong between 13· 
14th January, Greg Smale was 
elected to the ICF board of directors 
as Chair of the ICF Canoe Polo 
Committee. We wish him all the best 
in his new post. 

Youth Olympics, Australia 
17-21 st January 
Over the 4 days 23 Nations, 2,200 
competing athletes, 190 events and 
16 sports took part in the bi-annual 
Youth Olympics in Australia. 
Men's K2 1000m - Gold - Stuart 
Hastings & Andy Daniels 
Men's K4 1 000m - Bronze - Hastings/ 
Daniels/ Hide/ Boyton 
Women's K1 1000m - Silver - Rachel 
Cawthorn 

Women's K1 500m - Silver Rachel 
Cawthorn 
Women's K2 500m - Silver Rachel 
Cawthorn & Louisa Sawers 

The slalom men just missed out on 
medals. Results from the finals were as 
follows: 
Men's K1 - 4th - Toby Jones 211.52 
Men's C1 - 4th - Greg Pitt (GB) 222.52, 
9th Mark Proctor (GB) 274.63 

All of the young athletes who took 
part did extremely well - a great sign 
for the future! Congratulations to all. 
Visitwww.canoeorg.au for more info. 

Slalom World 
Championships 2006 - 
medal controversy 
In the Prague World Championships 
2006, there was controversy 
surrounding an appeal made by the 
Italian federation, which saw a SO 
second penalty for missing a gate 
reversed by the jury. The area of 
contention being whether the jury 
should have even heard the appeal, as 
the original decision and confirmation 
by the Chief Official was considered to 
be a 'judgment of fact'. 

The GB Slalom Team Management 
in Prague prepared a written protest to 
the Jury, on the evening of the event, to 
protest at the decision to grant the 
Italian Appeal (we were the only team 
sufficiently organised and aware to 
undertake this action). Our protest was 
rejected. 

This matter was investigated by the 
ICF board that determined that there 
was an ambiguity within the rules and 
decided to award Julien Billaut with a 
gold medal and to allow Cipressi to 
keep his (meaning there are now two 
gold medalists) and Campbell Walsh 
remains the bronze medalist. 

The GB Slalom Team Management 
made an inquiry with the Chief Judge 
about the 'gate touch' by the French 
athlete. Our inquiry was rejected. From 
a BCU perspective we do not believe 
that the original appeal should have 
been allowed. However, it seems 
completely wrong not to award 
Campbell Walsh a silver medal. Our 
frustration is further compounded when 
it is clear to the entire slalom community 
and several million TV viewers that the 
French paddler should also have been 
given a two second penalty for a gate 
touch. This was not spotted by the 
events officials. At the time of writing 
this item for Canoe Focus the BCU is still 
considering further action. 
Julien Billaut - Gold 
Stefano Cipressi - Gold 
Campbell Walsh - Bronze 

New Directory format 
Following feedback from members 
suggesting that the yearbook in its current 
format is not user friendly and could be 
improved, the yearbook has been 
replaced with a new format 'directory', 
which is enclosed in this issue of Canoe 
Focus. The directory contains information 
that our members need 'on the move' and 
all other general information will be 
posted on the website. 

A reminder of new BCU 
telephone number 
If you have not yet updated your records 
- the BCU have a new telephone and fax 
number: 
Telephone number: 0845 370 9500 
Fax number: 0845 370 9501 

2007 paddling calendar 
A calendar has been produced from the 
BCU's 70th anniversary photograph 
competition. It makes an ideal present 
for any paddler and demonstrates the 
real variety and fun of canoe and 
kayaking. The calendar is now on sale 
for £4.50 plus £1.50 p&p. 

Rivers Access Campaign 
The Rivers Access Campaign (RAC) 
highlights the need for new legislation 
with a ten minute rule bill - Public 
Access to Inland Waters Bill 2007. 

As Canoe Focus goes to print 
(Wednesday 24th January) a ten Minute 
Rule Bill is being presented on our 
behalf by Des Turner, MP for Brighton. 
The Bill outlines the need for legislation, 
similar to the Scottish Land Reform Act 
2003. The legislation would identify 
canoeists and other water user's right to 
access the waters as well as codify their 
responsibilities. 

Over the past year, the RAC has 
received increased publicity in national 
and international media; today's Ten 
Minute Rule Bill will show that 
legislation is the only way forward for 
access to inland waters. It will help keep 
the rivers access issue firmly on the 
government's agenda. 

It has taken a lot of lobbying to get 
this opportunity, and until now we have 
had to keep our activities quiet so as not 
to prejudice the work that has been 
done. Members writing to their MPs 
have helped in the lobbying process as 
more and more MPs now recognise that 
voluntary access agreement will not 
work and another way forward has to 
be sought. 

The Public Access to Inland Waters 
Bill (2007) gives everyone (non­ 
motorised users) statutory access rights 
to and along most inland waters. 

However, people will only have these 
rights if they exercise them responsibly. 
All rights of navigation will continue to 
exist and are unaffected by the Public 
Access to Inland Waters Bill (2007). 

A legal right of access to rivers 
would provide more recreational 
opportunities for a group of people who 
want to use the water for recreational 
and educational purposes including 
canoeists, swimmers, and boaters and 
members of the general public with 
knock-on benefits for public health. 

Access petition 
A petition launched on No.1 0 Downing 
Street website, by Mr Roger Lovell has 
received 2500 signatures so far and is 
high on the list of the top petitions. The 
petition calls for the Government to pass 
legislation giving canoeists and all other 
users of un-powered craft the free right 
to navigate rivers and canals in England 
and Wales. Visit 
http·Upetitions.pm gov,uk/Canoeists/ 
to add your name to the petition. 

Boat and Caravan Show, 
NEC Birmingham 
17-25th February 
The BCU are at the Boat and Caravan 
Show along with ACT (Association of 
Canoe Trades), Palm, Perception and 
Whitewater Consultancy. 

The International Canoe 
Exhibition at the 
Outdoors Show, NEC 
Birmingham 
16-1 Sth March 
In this issue of Canoe Focus a dedicated 
insert with the magazine will give you 
all the information you need. Or for you 
can visit the website 
www,theoutdoorsshow co uk 

Rivers Access Campaign at the 
Outdoors Show! 
This year, there will be a Rivers Access 
Stand at the Outdoors Show. The aim is 
to promote the campaign and to rally as 
much support as possible from paddlers 
and non-paddlers alike. The stand will 
be in the Outdoors section of the show. 

Save money by booking your 
tickets early 
If you book before the 3rd March, you 
can buy two tickets for £18, just quote 
the code CF2 when calling the ticket 
hotline on: 0870 010 9086 or when 
buying on-line. 

Tickets cost £14 per adult on the 
door, so you could save £1 0! 

Happy Paddling! 
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NEWS 

Newly developed 
skeg systems for 
sea ka_y_a ks 
Skegs have been used for 
years to counteract a kayak's 
tendency to weather-cock. A 
reliable skeg in tough sea 
conditions goes a long way to 
increasing on-the-water safety. 
Amid plenty of kayak design 
improvements over the years, 
the humble skeg hasn't seen 
much change.- until now. 
The Hydro Skeg®, jointly 
developed by Kari-Tek and Nigel 
Dennis' Sea Kayaking UK (SKUK), 
uses simple hydraulics to offer 
heightened reliability and levels 
of control. The fully corrosion 
resistant skeg, operated by a 
responsive deck-mounted slider, 
is housed in a durable plastic, 
watertight skeg box and is 
virtually maintenance free. 
Kari-Tek's Geoff Turner says: 
"With the Hydro Skeg®, the 
paddler has greater control over 
how much skeg blade is in the 
water, and can react quickly and 
easily to varying sea conditions. 
There are no wires to kink or 
ropes to fray and the robust 
blade retracts undamaged if 
knocked in use." 
The Hydro Skeg® will be on Kari­ 
Tek's Stand at the Outdoors 
Show, NEC Birmingham, 16-18 
March. It's available as a self­ 
install kit for your existing sea 
kayak, and Kari-Tek also offers a 
retro-fit service. The Hydro 
Skeg® is now available as an 
option in all new SKUK kayaks. 
For info see www.karitek.co.uk 

TH IS 

TH IS 

Canoe and kayaking 
is ranked as the most 
popular watersport 
The Paddlesport of canoe and kayaking is the most 
popular watersport, the Sport England Active People 
Survey has revealed. 
The survey, which questioned 363,724 people in all 354 
English Local Authorities, provides a picture of sport and 
active recreation across England in general and also 
provides more detailed information on individual sports. 
The survey disclosed that 100,696 adults (16 years plus) 
take part in Paddlesport at least once a month. The survey 
also reveals that the sport of canoe and kayaking is ranked 
an impressive 39th out of the 74 sports surveyed in total. 
An impressive average of 2½ hours per session of activity 
is undertaken by the paddlers four times per month. 
All of this is good news for the sport and recreation which 
is growing fast. The Sport England figures highlight the 
number of people who regularly participate, but the latest 
RYA' 2005 survey clearly demonstrates that over 1.5 
million people participate in canoe and kayaking in the UK 
in total. 
The survey also reflects the British Canoe Union's 
encouraging membership trends, which continue to grow 

at a consistently strong rate. Membership in England has 
increased by 9% this year, with total membership of the 
BCU a record 60,000. 
Chief Executive Paul Owen comments, "These latest 
figures consolidate previous research and confirm the 
position of canoe and kayaking as the most popular 
watersport. It is of no surprise that more and more people 
are taking part in canoe and kayaking, as it is a truly 
diverse, fun, safe and inclusive sport which caters for all." 
For more information on the survey visit 
www.sportengland.co.uk or www.bcu.org.uk 

BCU Touring Award 
Scheme 
Have you heard of the BCU Touring 
Award Scheme? 
These awards have been around for a number of years. 
This award scheme is based on the distance that you 
paddle either in a year or over a number of years. In fact 
the same mileage can count for both awards. You need 
to start logging each trip you paddle and recording the 
distance you paddle during that trip. There is a log book 
which helps you to record all your trips and it has just 
been updated. 

At the end of each year you calculate how many miles 
you have paddled and then you can apply for on of the 
following BCU Touring Awards: 

15 miles - Elementary Award 
100 miles - Bronze Award 
250 miles - Silver Award 
500miles - Gold Award 
There is also the BCU Annual Inter-Club Touring Trophy 

which is designed for BCU clubs to compete against each 
other. Each club calculates how many miles all its members 
paddled in one year. This collective total is then entered into 
the Inter-Club Award and the club with the most 
accumulative miles wins a Club Shield. This shield and the 
other touring awards are presented to the winners at the 
annual BCU National Canoe Exhibition at the NEC. 

Nite International launch new Nite Watches website 
Nite International is delighted to announce the launch of 
the new Nite watches brand website and online store, 
allowing consumers around the world to view and buy 
Nlte sports watches. 
www.nitewatches.com now features faster load speeds, 
improved product photography, simplified navigation and a 
safe and secure on-line store to ensure customers can 
discover everything they need to know about the stunning 
collection of Nite sports watches. The new site also includes 
an interactive community section allowing users to enter 
monthly competitions, read news and reviews, gain answers 
to FAQs, as well as locate their nearest Nite stockist or 
request a brochure. 
Nite watches combine strength and durability with a unique 
with a unique illumination system known as GTLS (Gaseous 
Tritium Light Sources). This technology enables easy reading 
in any light condition without battery drain or the pressing of 
buttons. 

BCU Touring Award 
Finally there is the BCU Touring Awards, for cumulative distances. 
Once you have paddled over 1,000 miles over any period of time 
you can apply for one of the BCU Touring Awards: 

Bronze Award - 1000 miles 
Silver Award - 2500 miles 
Gold Award - 5000 miles. 
The BCU Touring Award log book is a great way to record 

all your trips in great detail, so that when you reflect on last 
year's paddling you can be reminded of that short trip on the 
Thames with an ice cream, paddling in the Southern French 
sun down the Ardeche, or experiencing the local culture on 
our paddling trip to Nepal. The log book is also a great way 
of recording your mileage for all the BCU Star awards, 
Paddlepower awards and your coaching awards. 

If you want more information about the BCU Touring 
Awards please contact me Adrian Barclay, BCU Touring 
Award Administrator, via the BCU website or the BCU 
head office. Adrian Barclay, BCU Touring Awards 
Administrator, Tel. 0208 651 5261 
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NEWS 

Tickets 2008 
Olympic Games 
in Beijing 
The BOA advise to book early 
for tickets to the Beijing 
Olympic Games. 

Although they are requesting 
that the Beijing Organising 
Committee for the Olympic 
Games (BOCOG) treat the UK 
ticket request as a special case 
and that our allocation should 
reflect that we will be the next 
host National Olympic 
Committee, it is still felt that 
demand will outstrip supply. 
Visit Sportsworld's website 
www.sportsworld.eo.uk/beijing 
and you will be able to identify 
which client group you fit. 
The needs of the governing 
bodies and athlete's families and 
friends will be given an 
appropriate prioritisation. 

TH IS 

Loving their craft 
Harbour Boats was established 
in September 2005 by John 
and Heather Heason who have 
worked at building the 
company's assets up from just 
£30 to some £40,000 and now 
have a small factory unit and a 
retail area in Poole, Dorset. 
They started after becoming 
involved in paddling in 2000 
and always aim to give their 
customers a friendly, honest 
and personal service, 
something that they found 
lacking on occasions when 
they were customers. 

They stock an extensive range of 
Nookie Clothing and accessories 
and the kayaks they build can be 
seen outside where you cannot 
fail to be impressed by the 
wooden decks that gleam in the 
sunlight and when picking one 
up be amazed by how light the 
craft actually are. 
John and Heather are only too 
happy to take you through the 
build process and no matter how 
busy they are, always make you 
feel relaxed with the offer of a 
hot or cold drink. Their love of 
their craft and caring personal 
attitude shines through in 
everything they do. 
www.harbourboats.co.uk 

Birdman of 
Bognor ... 
Or ... "What Level 5 Coaches get up to 
when the rivers are dry." 
Paul Fessi took part in the 2006 International Birdman 
Competition to raise money for Diabetes UK for 
children with diabetes. So far Paul has raised £3,405 up 
to December for his jump. 
It involves chucking one self off an 11 metre scaffold 
tower into the sea and Paul decided to do it in a kayak 
disguised as the flying brick. 
Paul is a BCU White Water Coach and works for Hanson 
PLC as a Engineering Manager and wants to raise the 
profile of Diabetes, of which some of our top sports 
persons suffer. 

Do you live in the South 
East of England and have a 
favourite paddle? 
Pete Knowles of Rivers Publishing is editing a new full 
colour guide book to be published later this year. 

This builds on the success of the 'White Water Massif 
Guidebook - Fluffy's guide to the friendly rivers of Southern 
France:' 

As Canoe Focus went to press the publishing team are 
still arguing about whether to call the book 'Pub paddles of 
South East England' or something like 'Best Canoe trips in 
South East England'. Then there is the question of how much 
that ubiquitous duck 'Fluffy' is going to be involved - Pete 
says that at the moment 'Fluffy' is languishing in the cold wet 
Lake District surrounded by horrid, rushing torrents and 
would love to go paddling with new friends on a nice warm 
friendly river! 

Pete is looking for help in several ways: 
1 Identifying the most enjoyable paddling trips - 'easy but 

interesting'. 
2 Writing up the trip. Scope for loads of evocative writing 

but not quite as easy as it sounds - Pete says you need 
to know a lot and may need to spend quite a bit of time 
on research about that bit of river - history, buildings, 
personalities, etc. Besides the usual information on 
access points, parking, pubs, cafes, etc. 

3 Photographs - Rivers Publishing will need inspiring, 
happy, colourful, photos. That silly duck 'Fluffy' will 
happily come on holiday for a while and model! 
Those who use Rivers Publishing books, know that one 

of their strengths is that they are a sum of many people's 
contributions. Pete says "I like to think that they are more 
interesting and accurate because of this local expertise and 
we would really like your help!". 

Please look at www.riverspublishing.co.uk for more 
information or contact Pete Knowles - 017687 73686 or 
email: pubpaddles@riverspublishing.demon.co.uk 

HandiRack wins 'Smart 
Gadget' award 
Handirack UK is delighted to announce that at the Good 
Housekeeping Institute Innovations of the Year Awards 
2006, the HandiRack won the 'Smart Gadget' category. 
The judges commented that the HandiRack is 
thoughtfully designed on every level and is great for 
trips when your eyes prove bigger than your car boot. 

Judges on the panel included Louise Chunn, editor of 
Good Housekeeping and Peter York, social commentator and 
design consultant. 

In addition to this and following an invitation to enter 
the 15th ispo Brand New Awards Winter 2007, the HandiRack 
has been selected as a Hardware Accessories finalist. 
Eighteen judges, international sports experts, tried and tested 
the products of 231 participating companies from 23 
countries and selected 31 finalists. 

HandiRacks are available for purchase at £49.99 
from Cotswold Outdoor (www.cotswoldoutdoor.com), 
Graham Tiso, Field & Trek, A 1 Motor Stores, selected 
watersport and camping specialist outlets, online at 
www.handirackuk.com or by calling 0870 6000 929. 
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Celebrate 50 
years of Langridge 
magic! 
Longridge Boating Centre are 
celebrating their 50th Birthday 
this year. They are inviting 
anyone who has camped, been 
on the water, visited, worked or 
volunteered at Longridge in the 
last 50 years to get in contact 
and join in their celebrations. 

The reunion is on 2nd June 2007 
from 2-8pm - an afternoon of 
celebrations to mark 50 years of 
magic. Stalls, local bands, 
refreshments and a timeline 
dedicated to names and 
memories from all five decades of 
Longridge's history. If you have 
photos or memorabilia that you 
can lend to the team for inclusion 
into the timeline, then please 
contact events@longridge-uk.org 
or 01628 486595. 
In the evening they will be 
holding some form of evening 
meal if you would like to carry on 
reliving your old memories. 
If you have visited Langridge in 
the last 50 years, go and 
reminisce, meet old friends and 
make some new ones. 

THIS 

National Boat Caravan 
and Outdoor Show 
17-25 February 2007 
Halls 2, 3, 3A, 4 & 5, NEC, Birmingham 
Ticket hotline: 0870 730 0963 
www.boatandcaravan.co.uk 

CV_ Camping, sailing, canoeing, 
paint-balling, holidaying abroad 

• and caravanning are all available canoev1llage at the show. The Show will also 
offer visitors first-time opportunities to see some of the 
newest 2007 products from some of the leading outdoor 
brands as well as provide free entertainment for the whole 
family, including a canoe and kayaking pool in The Canoe 
Village, run by the BCU. 

Surrounding the pool will be stands from Perception 
Kayaks who are bringing their new Carolina 12 and 14 
touring kayaks, Palm, Dagger, Wilderness Systems and 
White Water Consultancy who will all be showing off the 
cream of paddling equipment and offering advice about the 
type of boats and kit available to both existing paddlers For more information on the show visit 
and anybody looking to start out. www.boatandcaravan.co.uk 

Lake District access 
Lake District National Parks Authority, Lake Activities And 
Services Questionnaire 

Over the next three years, the LDNPA are working 
towards developing access and recreational opportunities for 
lakes, rivers and the coast in the National Park. The Authority 
has sought views for the registration and charging for the use 
of un-powered vessels on Windermere, Ullswater, Coniston 
Water and Derwentwater, plus whether users would be 
willing to pay for specified services. The link www.lake­ 
district.gov.uk/survey/ refers although the deadline for replies 
has passed. 

The BCU has advised the LDNPA it strongly disagrees with 
any introduction of registration, licensing and charging for the 
use of vessels recognised by the union for canoeing to include 

TH IS 

What is the UK's favourite SQort? 
What are the nation's top ten sports? Football is undoubtedly a national obsession, but 
thereafter it is not as straight forward. To get a definitive answer Biofreeze®, the fast acting 
pain relief gel, is hosting a nationwide survey on www.biofreezesport.co.uk. Each registered 
vote will enter a prize draw to win £500 worth of sports equipment and the results of the 
survey will be released at the end of March. 

The survey marks the launch of The Biofreeze Amateur Sports Injury Clinic on 
www.biofreezesport.co.uk, a unique on-line resource for amateur sports enthusiasts. The website 
features a dedicated section for water sports which examines injuries specific to canoeing and 
how canoeists can identify, treat and prevent these injuries. 
The site has been developed with TV sports and exercise physician Dr Catherine Laraman, who has 
provided medical consultation for the Manchester Commonwealth Games in 2002 and the BBC's 
'Run for Glory' in 2006. As Dr Laraman explains, "The Biofreeze Amateur Sports Injury Clinic will 
be a great resource for any canoeing enthusiast concerned about common injuries. It will help 
them find out more about what they can do to prevent against injury, as well as what kind of 
treatment they might need." 
The Biofreeze Amateur Sports Injury Clinic also features sporting news and up to date fixtures, 
events and rankings lists on each of the fourteen sports featured, making it a one stop shop for 
sports fans nationwide. 
Cast your vote now at www.biofreezesport.co.uk and have your say on where the nation's true 
sporting passion lies. For further information on the Biofreeze website please contact Kat Forse on 
0117 9064522 kforse@brayleino.co.uk or Aisling Mustan 0117 9064528 amustan@brayleino.co.uk 

sailing canoes; and payment for specified services. The call for 
payment is much to do with the charging and speed limit policy 
for power boats that has driven users away. 

Paddlers already make a substantial payment for the use 
of LDNPA car parks, other facilities and general taxation. 
Other users such as walkers, climbers and cyclists are not 
subject to registration, or additional charging and it is 
unreasonable for extra conditions and costs to be imposed on 
the sport and recreation of canoeing. 

The four specified lake services under discussion for a 
willingness to pay are: rescue service; advising and helping 
lake users; looking after shoreline, islands and habitats; 
byelaw provision and enforcement. 

The BCU has commented that walkers and climbers do 
not pay for mountain rescue and paddlers do not pay the 
RNLI, Marine Coastguard Agency or any other organisation or 
emergency service for assistance. 

Attention has also been directed to the statement by the 
DEFRA minister for Diversity, Barry Gardiner MP in the 
foreword to the DEFRA consultation document 'Outdoors for 
All' May 2006: "most facilities for outdoor recreation are paid 
for to some extent by national and local taxpayers and we 
want to make sure that everyone has the same opportunities 
and that we reduce any barriers to enjoying what is on offer". 

The LDNPA proposals will counter the 
Government's aims for: 
• Outdoor education, the health agenda and increasing 

participation in physical activity. 
• Improving local economies - tourism. 
• Increasing the overall level of economic activity. 
• The green agenda - canoeing is an environmentally 

benign activity and should be encouraged. 
The LDNPA is largely funded by tax payers to provide a 

natural resource for the public and recreation. The BCU believes 
the Authority should manage this undertaking with fiscal 
prudence and not seek additional income streams from users. 
The Authority should also re-visit their policies for powerboat 
use to address the fall of income from registrations. 

Greg Bartlett, Cumbria Regional Access Officer raised 
many of these points on the Radio Four Today programme on 
Thursday 18 January. 
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NEWS 

l·Mil1i4i£h HUW EVANS - a tribute by Angelo Conti 

First meeting 
I first met Huw some 19 years ago - he was walking down the main road past 
my bungalow in full canoe kit still dripping water. I asked if he was OK - "Yes", 
Huw said, "just walking back up for my van". I had just started canoeing myself 
at the time and so immediately offered him a lift which he gladly accepted - 
this was the start of a friendship that would last many years. Huw was taking a 
group of Girl Guides down the River Gwili and left them having lunch so he 
could sort out the shuttle - ever resourceful and forever introducing young 
people to a wonderful sport. I recognised in Huw someone, who not only knew 
what he was talking about, but was prepared to share that skill and knowledge 
with others. 

Never boasted - two tours of duty 
I have never met a man who in his lifetime has done so much and yet boasted 
about it so little. Few knew that he served in the army before becoming a 
canoe instructor then a businessman - He fought in the Falklands, in fact I 
found out recently that he did two tours of duty there - he never spoke about 
one of them in any detail. 

Wynion - Huw saved my life 
I have always felt safe canoeing with Huw. I have one vivid recollection of 
canoeing on the Wynion in North Wales as it went into quite a significant spate 
- with ten (too many) paddlers in the group and a swollen river. I made a 
mistake and got into a very dangerous and life threatening situation. 
Swallowed up into a sump with a tree in it to be ejected into the gorge below, 
breathless, disorientated and out of my boat all I saw was Huw looking down 
on me shouting "line". There was the throw line inch perfect to save me - later 
there was a consensus that all the paddlers were at the edge of there skill level 
and not one except Huw made the breakout and the rescue. 

Started business 
Huw had only just started his business when I first met him and was selling 
paddles and some bits and pieces out of the back of his van at canoe events, 
not forgetting the biggest array of paddles I have ever seen in a barn on his 
father's farm, family conscripted to help start the business of course! 

Adventures 
We must remember that while Huw was developing a business, training 
youngsters, organising pool sessions and going to shows he also found time to 

engage with the more adventurous elements of the sport. With expeditions to 
the "Tila Khosi" River in Nepal ( a first descent I believe), paddling in Corsica, 
The Alps, The Grand Canyon, Rivers in South America and many first descents 
of the lesser know torrents throughout Wales as well as crossing the Irish Sea 
(something his Mum did not know about until very very recently!) He even 
found time to take his father, Richard for a canoe trip down the Ardeche Gorge 
in France. I know Huw was very pleased by this trip with his father. 

Diversified - Bronwydd 
Huw further diversified and moved from Llandysul to Bronwydd, taking over the 
old village hall and then completely rebuilding it to create what must be the 
largest canoe shop in the UK. He moved away from the direct retail and into 
distribution, becoming White Water Consultancy International. 

Past few years 
I am sorry that during the past few years Huw had less time for paddling in the 
way we used to - his commitment to his family, a growing business and my 
changing career meant we had less time on the water. In fact the last trip I had 
with Huw was not in a canoe but in altogether different pursuit - motorcycling. 
Huw, myself and two other friends, Steve and Hywel rode to Italy last July and 
then rode up the highest mountain pass in Europe some 3,000 metres off road. 

Huw's interest in motorcycling became just as involving as his canoeing. An 
active member of the Yamaha XJR club he went on and organised many rides 
with this club. His thrill seeking saw him riding on the racetrack and putting in 
some very respectable times at Pembrey Race Track on his Kawasaki and also 
enjoying the bike he loved, his Ducati 999R on the twisty roads we have in this 
area. Always the best for Huw, no compromises. Very recently he even realised 
a dream with the purchase of his Porsche Carerra. (now I am jealous!) 

Huw lived life to the full - he made time to enjoy the fruits of his work. I spent 
many an afternoon talking about life the universe and meaning with Huw - he 
was a friend in the truest sense - not replaceable, never to be forgotten and an 
influence for many. 

I know he has many many friends throughout the world who will echo my 
thoughts. We must never forget Huw's smile and love for life. This world has 
lost a good man but given us a legend. 

Thank you Huw for being my mate. 

b·lilfl- NEWS: www.yorcie.org.uk 

As we turned the year the regional membership turned over the 2,000 
threshold and I find it unbelievable that over 1,200 of these are also coaches. 
Most of the clubs I know are desperate for more coaching support. If you have 
some spare time and would like to help at a club please contact me and I'll 
point you in a grateful and local direction. 
I also find it strange that of the 44 clubs in the region only five have contacted 
Kate for a free web page. Not only is it free, but Kate will do it for you if you ask. 
Last year YOUR web took 250,000 hits. Are you really sure you wouldn't like your 
club to have featured in that publicity? Interested but stuck? Drop Kate an email to 
webmaster@yorcie co uk please put 'web' in your subject. 
Thank you to everyone who supported the ACM and to the new members of the regional 
team who volunteered their services, Heather Emms from Knottingley CC and Paul 
Lister from Malton & Norton CC. Paul is a member of the team working on the Howsham 
Mill project (R. Derwent) and who were runners up on the restoration programme. 
Contact details for all the regional development and regional coaching teams are in the 
new directory. A big thank you to Sam Cook for an absolutely stunning Alaskan 
presentation and for showing us that it doesn't have to be Grade 5 and all white knuckle 
stuff. Thanks also to Gareth for an equally professional presentation about his role in 
support of the regions Junior paddlers. If you want to sample some more of Gareth's 
skills and humour then get to Halifax CC at Sowerby Bridge on Sat 10th March for the 
U16 Freestyle and Boater X event. It starts at 10am with a coaching morning and then 
the events are in the afternoon. The only prerequisites are that you have paddled on 
WW before and are willing to give it a go. Register with Gareth on gareth@bcuorg.uk or 
tel 07738 185885. If this wasn't enough then you need also to save the 19th May for 
the Youth Fest in Leeds at Round hay Park (White Rose CC) and Gareth is again the 
contact for more info. 
Calendar compilation is on the go for all our regions recreational groups, 
Washburn, sea kayaks, open canoes and are all available on the region's web at 
www.yorcie.org.uk Remember you can also add your event details to the YORCIE 
telephone information line 0845 833 8654 by ringing either our regional Secretary 
Jon on 0113 2250984 or Norman on 01132 737393. 

Meet the Flockers 
The next regional 'flocking' of coaches will be on Sunday evening 11th March 7.30 
at Fearnville Sports Centre Leeds. The CoachFest is again at Aldwark on the 21- 
22nd April. Full details are as always available from 'oops Janet' by email at 
paul@pcartwright.freeserve.co.uk Please put 'oops' in your subject. Please note 
that the previous edition of CODE had a mistake in the Yorkshire section as there 
will not be a revalidation day as part of this years CoachFest. 

Congratulations to two of our Harrogate coaches Gillian Hainge and Will Lund, 
who have announced their engagement. 
The regional team are here to help. Our next few meetings are 26th Feb, 30th April 
and 25th June. If you'd like to know more, receive regional info, or come to a 
meeting, then please contact Jon at idakeyne@aol.com 

Birthdays 
2007 sees the 21st for White Rose CC, the 60th for veterans Leeds CC, but the 
telegram goes to the Scout Association at 100 this year. How many of us can trace 
our paddling roots to the Scouts? Happy Birthday to you all. 

The last word. 
But one final birthday well worth a mention is your very own Yorkshire BCU 
Region which is 25. And for me it has gone full circle. 25 years ago I sat with Dave 
Stanley and others stuffing calling notices into envelopes to invite folk to the 
inaugural Yorkshire (which was then'& Humberside') meeting at Chapeltown 
Community Centre. It was a big turn out and an instant success. In the main this 
was also due to our guest speaker. A chap who had just taken a group of Sea 
Kayaks up round Norway, Sam Cook. And he's still doing it! Thanks Sam and to 
everyone else who supports the region. 
The list is long and impressive. 
Happy New Year to you all. 
Dick dick.constable@canoeists.co.uk 
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drinking my cocktail. I'm watching the last 
rays of sunshine disappear behind the palm 
trees and beneath the sea. I think a tri!J back 

~ 



COMPETITION 

Thinking of coming 
out of 'retirement'? 
If you stopped paddling slalom a 
while back or even just recently, 
then it is easy to re-start! Why 
don't you dust off your gear and 
give it another bash? Furthermore, 
new boat regulations introduced in 
2005 have meant a whole crop of 
super-easy, super fun boats have 
come onto the market. 

They are already going for second 
hand prices and have revolutionised 
the sport. If you have a go in one, 
you'll not believe how much fun 
they are to paddle! Plus, you needn't 
start from Division 4 - you can ask 
to be put back into the division you 
left. Contact John Woods: 
john.woods@ntlworld.com. 
16 Holcot Leys, Rugby, Warks, 
CV22 551 

Right: Campbell Walsh, Olympic 
Silver Medallist@ Grandtully 
Premier Race. April 2006 (photo by 
Rob Eyton Jones) 

GETTING STARTED 

2007 slalom season 
The basics 
For those of you who don't really know what slalom is 
about- read on! The object of canoe slalom is to 
negotiate a course defined by hanging poles against the 
clock. There are two sorts of gate; green and white gates 
are downstream gates (negotiated with the main flow of 
the river); and red and white gates, which are upstream 
gates. These are normally positioned in slack-water or 
eddies. Normally, there will be six upstream gates and 
the rest will be downstream. A two-second penalty is 
added to your running time for touching a gate with 
your body, equipment or boat. A whopping SO-second 
penalty is added to your score if you miss, deliberately 
displace or negotiate a gate in the wrong direction. At 
novice level, you have two official, timed attempts at the 
course. Your best total time (including penalties) will 
decide your final result. 

Although it is often called 'canoe slalom', most people 
compete in kayak singles classes. This is because kayaks are 
more forgiving and easier to manoeuvre when you first start 
out. Men and women compete in kayak class, where they are 
known as K1 M and K1 W, respectively. There are also canoe 
classes. Single canoe (C1) or double canoe (C2) classes can be 
raced by women or mixed crews, but they are only contested 
by men at international level (although there is talk of 
changing this in the future). Specialised slalom race boats are 
made of high-tech carbon fibre and kevlar materials. When you 
first get going, however, you can take on a slalom course in 
anything from a general purpose plastic boat, a freestyle boat 
or an open canadian canoe! If you get hooked though, there 
are lots of second hand boats for sale and a proper slalom boat 
will let you whip the turns and accelerate like a pro! 

People of any age can compete in slalom. In fact, it is one 
of the best things about canoe slalom - all competitors in the 
same division race the same course. For example an under 14 
racer in K1 W class could find herself competing for the same 
points as world silver medallist Fiona Pennie! Prizes are 
normally given out in under 14 years old (U14), U16, U18, 
U23, senior and veteran age groups, but there are often even 
younger ages categories. Whether you are young or old, 
good slalom technique will always hold up well 
against raw power and strength! 

In the UK there are five divisions. Novice (or 
Division 4) through to Division 1 and then the /_ 
Premier Division. The Premier Division is (fl 

- 
The new season in canoe slalom is just around the corner. As this edition of Canoe Focus 
goes to press, the early season race organisers will be dusting off the timing equipment 
and sharpening the judges' pencils! 

David Florence, World University Champion@ Grandtully 
Premier Race. April 2006 (photo by Rob Eyton Jones) 

where the top racers compete for the honour of becoming 
British National Champion. There are also special races, like 
the National Inter-Club Championships, National U14/U16 
Championships and a home nation international race series. 

The UK Championships are often decided at 
special races that coincide with 

British team trials. 

Some information 

Race information, advice, news and links c 
To find out about some of Britain's top racers, see www.campbellwalsh.com. or 
www.davidflorence.com 
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bring it on! 
The cutting edge 
The British team races at the Olympic Games, where canoe 
slalom is always a hit with the public. Britain has an excellent 
record at the summer games. In Athens 2004, Helen Reeves 
won the bronze medal in Kl W class and Campbell Walsh 
won the silver in Kl M. Needless to say, Beijing 2008 is the 
focus for the current members of the British team. With 
London 2012 on the horizon, canoe slalom is gearing up 
towards an exciting few years! 

At international and Olympic level slalom races are held 
on very powerful and demanding rapids. The course will 
challenge the most gifted technicians and push their limits of 
power, endurance and ~ental focus. A single two-second 
penalty will almost certainly wreck a racer's chances and fifty­ 
second penalties are lik~ a death sentence! Racing is so close 
that if a racer hits a wave full-on, instead of glancing it, they 
will lose a vital half-second and have to settle a few places 
further down the leader board! If you ask any elite slalom 
racer, (and they will often be only too happy to talk to you) 
they will tell you that the thrill of 'nailing' a run down a tough 
course is worth many hours of practice. 

Many members of the British team are supported by the 
National Lottery. This allows them to train twice a day, all 
year around. They train overseas frequently, in order to 
practice on the race venues for World Cup races or 
World/European Championships. The great thing about canoe 
slalom in the UK is that some of the best racers in the world 
are British, and they compete as often as possible in the 
Premier Division series to test and sharpen their skills. This 
makes racing in Britain a high quality experience and it 
means you can bump into some real international heroes 
during a slalom season. 

enter the race on the day (but you can enter in advance). You 
get given a bib and a start list to see the race order. There 
are chances to practice on the race course before your official 
runs, but don't tire yourself out by doing too much - save 
your energy for your race runs! There will be more 
experienced racers around who can give you some advice or 
tips on techniques. At most race venues there will be a 
refreshment spot, where you can get a hot drink and some 
food. You can't be racing all the time, so slalom is a good 
social sport. Between runs people chat and meet with their 
friends. Because slalom is effectively a time trial sport, a 
camaraderie exists amongst the competitors. There is no 
point in troubling your opponents - the course will do that 
for you! It's best to challenge yourself and get the buzz from 
doing the course 'fast and clean' - that is, without any 
penalties and harnessing the full power of the water. 

If you manage to negotiate the course swiftly and 
precisely you may even be able to gain promotion to Division 
3! As your skills develop you will realise the positive impact 
that slalom has on many aspects of your canoeing. Your 
water-reading ability will improve, your mental focus will 
increase and boat feel and water skills will be sharpened. 
Slalom skills have a strong relevance to canoe polo, sprint 
racing, river running and freestyle. If you paddle at a good 
level in another discipline and need a bigger challenge then 
you can apply to start in a higher division. So why not? - 
Come along and give it a go! Whether you are an aspiring 

Olympian, general cruiser or creek 
demon, canoe slalom has 

something to give you! • 

The next step 
Has all this whet your appetite 
to try canoe slalom? Perhaps 

you want to have a shot at a 
slalom race? You'll probably be 

wondering what this be like. At 
novice level you can 

Fiona Pennie, World Silver 
Medallist@ Briancon, France, June 
2006 (photo by Reg Hatch) 
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FEATURE: Belgium 

Fancy a gentle paddling holiday on 
the continent? Too far to travel. 
Rivers too big. Need too much 
information. Which rivers? Which 
sections? What about access? 
Where can we camp? 

If you have been put off from going abroad, then 
try the Ardennes in south eastern Belgium - it's 
entertaining canoeing made easy. 

Last summer the three of us, Muff, Vic and Jack 
loaded up Vic's Berlingo with canoeing gear, camping 
gear, a kayak, an open canoe and a bike. Once across 
the Channel it was just four hours or so to Florenville in 
Belgium and our campsite right on the River Semois. 

The Ardennes is a deeply and convolutedly 
dissected limestone plateau - on the map, the Semois 
reminds you of the join between the bones of a skull 
- twisting and turning, doubling back and forth - and 
there lies one of its attractions for canoe touring - 33 
miles by river can be just ten miles by road. The role 
of the bike is becoming clear. 

This part of Belgium has got canoeing sorted - 
access points are frequent and well signed (from river 
and road). Weirs are similarly well signed with clear 
directions to portages and there is even a website 
which shows (in English) which rivers are open for 
canoeing - depending on rainfall. Of course, this is 
partly on the back of a busy commercial canoe hire 
sector - you won't be alone on the river - but since 
there are miles of river, it never gets crowded. 

From the Florenville campsite, with the tents now 
up and the bike belayed to a tree, we drove off upstream 
to Chiny, a small village which, like much of this region, 
saw action during the Battle of the Bulge in the Second 
World War. Ample parking next to a canoe-hire outfit, 
and an easy launch. In August this was the highest 
access point according to the website; in winter access 
could be made at Tintigny another 15 miles upstream. 

The Semois is a remarkable river - for something 
like 110 navigable miles (we did about 55 miles) it 

FACTS: INFO 

http://mrw.wallonie.be/cgi/dgrne/sibw/sibw.kayak.seu 
ii I .pl has daily information (in English) about which 
rivers are open for canoeing 
www.belgiurntheplaceto.be/ebrochures.php the 
Belgian Tourist Office site for the Brussells and 
Wallonia region. 

continuous riffley 
water, enough 
current to help 
the miles pass 
by, enough 
interest to keep 
you on the 
lookout for rocks 
(in summer, 
shallows) and 
the odd gentle 
weir to shoot (all 
engineered to 
allow the canoe­ 
hire customers to 
navigate 
unaided). 
Stretches of still 
water are rare - 
gentle paddling 
at its best. A 
couple of hours, 
or so, and we 
had covered the 
five miles back to 
the campsite, 
where Muff and 
Vic prepared 
lunch while Jack cycled back to pick up the car. Lunch, 
then he's off in the car to Chassepierre to drop the car 
off at the next access point and then a quick cycle back 
to Florenville for the afternoon's paddle. Seven miles 
this time in around two or three hours, paddling a little 
harder towards the finish as we approached the 
witching hour of 6pm - the time when canoeists have 
to be off the water for the fishermen (and women!). 
6pm to 9.30 am are reserved for fishing - but that 
leaves plenty of time for paddling. During the day both 
parties share the river with no problems, just keep away 
from their lines and paddle past quietly, if only it were 
so simple here! 

Our plan for the next two days was to canoe to 
Bouillon, 33 miles downstream, stopping off on the 
way at Cugnon after 16 miles. A short drive to 
Bouillon, a quick word with the very helpful campsite 
manager, and we were back at the campsite packing 
the gear into the boats, with the bike safely locked 
away in the manager's garage. The two days 

paddling took us through the deep 
gorge - high cliffs, heavily wooded, 
with constantly changing views as 
the river wound its way round turn 
after turn. The only problem was 

finding the campsite at Cugnon - 
because there were so many to choose 

from! Once we"d found the right one, we 
pulled the boats out and we were soon putting 

the tents up just 20 yards from the river - and 50 
yards from the bar! 

On entering Bouillon is an impassable weir, clearly 
signed with a portage marked on the left bank. No 
questions about the weir - a vertical sluice with a 
deadly stopper, but rather than take the signed portage 

we dragged the boats over the bank 
just downstream of the weir and got in 
again there. The campsite was just 
beyond the only other portage, round 
a set of sluices. (These dam up the river 
to create a pedallo park through the 
town in summer. In winter they are 
open and you just canoe straight 
through). Soon Muff and Vic were 
putting up the tents and Jack was 
cycling back to get the car - just two 
hours cycling to cover the two days 
paddling! 
Bouillon is the site of the stunning 
Chateau Bouillon, home of Godfrey, 
Duke of Bouillon who set out in 1096 
for Jerusalem on the First Crusade. 
(Our journey was less ambitious!) We 
spent a fantastic afternoon exploring 
this building; it's well worth a visit. 
Our final day took us ten miles down to 
Poupehan ... where the car was waiting, 
Vic having done the cycle shuttle earlier 
that morning. 55 miles in four days, 
base-camping for three nights, camping 
out for one night- gentle stuff. but still 
that feeling of achievement, of 
journeying down a river. 
Since we had a late afternoon 
crossing booked. we decided to visit 
Bruges on the way back and have a 
paddle round the canals. On paper 
very straightforward; we found 
parking right by one of the outer 
canals, a portage round a lock and 

we were into the inner system. but we soon reached 
the 'rat run' of the tourist tour boats - so we turned 
away from the honeypot centre and paddled around 
the outskirts - still impressive and a fascinating area. 

We stopped for a coffee just out of Bruges on the 
way home - and watched apprehensively as an official­ 
looking van pulled up beside our car and out got a 
fellow pointing at the canoes and us. Though not 
flashing, that clearly was a blue light on top ... does 
Bruges have canal police? Had we broken some bye­ 
law?? "Your canoes?" he asked. "Er, yes." And there 
followed 15 minutes of questioning - where had we 
canoed, where had we camped, had we tried the Meuse 
and Ourthe, what did we think of the Ardennes, how do 
we find the weight of a Royal ex boat ... it turned out 
that he was canoe mad. had seen our boats as he had 
driven past and had stopped for a chat! A fitting end to 
our stay in Belgium - 'Canoeists welcome here" could be 
its motto.• 
Jack Upsall, Muff Upsall and Vic Brown 
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PADDLEWORKS BALA 
98 High St, Bala, Gwynedd 
01678 520 808 

PADDLEWORKS LLANGOLLEN 
Mile End Mill, Llangollen, Denbighshire 
01978 861 444 

Mail-order• Free shipping on most items 
Shop securely online at our website: www.paddleworks.co.uk 
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Breath the pine scented air, 
paddle the tumbling rivers, 
feel the mist of the rapids, 
and experience the tranquil­ 
ity of a breathtaking sunset 
Now relax next to a crack! ing 
fire beneath the northern 
lighLs; welcome Lo Manitoba, 
Canada. Northern Soul Wilderness Adventures 
specializes in planning adventure holidays, and 
expeditions in remote Manitoba, Canada. 

Guided adventures• Self-guided canoe trips 
• Coaching • Equipment rental- Aboriginal 
cultural exchanges * Duke of Edinburough 
Award endorsed expedition planner 



FEATURE: Canada 

() 

The Yukon River Quest takes the paddler from 
Whitehorse, through the Yukon's Northern 
wilderness, and one of the routes followed during 
the days of the Klondike gold rush, finishing 
some 56 hours later in Dawson City. Those of a 
literary bent will recognise the place names 
from Jack London's 'The Call of the Wild'. 

The Army Canoe Union entered a team of 
three tandem kayaks, drawn by the challenge 
and the adventurous nature of the race. The 
Yukon is a true wilderness the scale of which is 
difficult to communicate. The scenery is stunning 
and dramatic and totally un-spoilt; mountains, 
seemingly endless woodland and a very big river 
that, in the later stages of the race, is over two miles 
wide. Over the entire length of the race, the 
equivalent of paddling from London to Dundee, the 
scenery does not change! 

Simply completing an ultra endurance event of this 
scale is a significant achievement but the Army team 
entered with the intention of being competitive. (There 
is a long tradition of canoeing in the Services and the 
canoe raid on German merchant shipping led by Major 
'Blondie' Hasler in the Second World War helped to 
establish this tradition; marathon paddlers will be 
familiar with the Hasler name.) It was therefore decided 
to set the 2006 Devizes to Westminster race as the 
qualifying event for those Army paddlers wishing to 
compete in the Yukon River Quest. 

A mixture of Regular and Territorial Army men 
and women trained over the winter months and 
competed in the Thameside and Waterside series of 
races as part of their preparation for the DW 
marathon. Five of these Army paddlers were amongst 
the first ten K2 boats to complete the race and were 
selected, along with a sixth paddler, for the Army 
Yukon River Quest team. With this strong foundation, 
the next six weeks were used to focus training on the 
Yukon and prepare equipment. 

There are only two stops over the course of the 
whole race; a seven hour supported stop at Carmacks 
(approximately 20 hours into the race) and a three 
hour unsupported stop at Kirkmans Creek (after a 
further 16 hours paddling). There are no intervening 
portages and no stops if crews want to be 
competitive. Boats therefore need to be totally self 
sufficient; if they get into difficulties, crews cannot 
expect any help for several hours. Psychologically and 
physically it was very different to any racing the Army 
team had done before. 

The race organisers are very prescriptive as to 
which canoes and kayaks may be used for the race 
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FEATURE: Canada 

were caught in a crashing electric storm of continental 
proportions. The risk of bear encounters, exhaustion, 
injury and dehydration had all been weighed but, as 
we found ourselves several hundred metres from the 
bank with racing paddles in hand, the irony of being 
killed by lightning, which we had not considered, did 
not escape us. Roughly 25% of the field failed to reach 
the first check point at carrnacks, due largely to the 
atrocious weather conditions. 

The mandatory lay-over at Carmacks was very 
welcome and, as we struggled out of the boats after 
20 hours plus paddling, most of us did a good 
impression of being drunk. with legs that had 
fc)rgotten how to work. There is the option of 
tamping here- but we had managed to rent 
accommodation a short drive frQ~ the dtedc ppint 
ant-so \o.rere able to get shciwMs; ti6t food and a bt!d 
for a few hours sleep; strongly recommended. We 
had a support crew of three who did a fantasticjqb._o{ 
.klPklb~after us and replenishing boats. This allowed 
the crews to concentrate on recovery, even get a 
sports massage, and be in re~fQr 
next 160 miles to Kirkmans Crft\ · :' '. 

The weather improved overtfit nexi24 
nig!il~e W!'l~ble 
th 

supported and only gives enough time to replenish 
drinking systems, a change of clothes for some and a 
chance to doze for about an hour. The race organisers 
do provide a hot drink and sandwich and it is 
possible to buy cookies and additional sandwiches; if 
you are running short of supplies, something of a life 
saver. 

The boat feels incredibly heavy as it is launched for 
the final leg of 106 miles. The salmon sandwich eaten 
by one of the aew at Kirkmans Creek tumed out to be a 
mistake and as he developed food poisoning, the 
~re soared. Oppressive heat. vomiting and the 
QTOMrf9 reafity of dehydration d«.l iit. ~ 

· !W~nts ~nd this one was ,one of the lowest 
as lfflled. die spectre of not finishin!taher completing 
over 360 mnes oftfie race. Re~~ 
able to work thi'' aOO finish. 

-~. finaf.ieq" • .. r~ce took in a labyrinth of 
C t,nclfia WiRe stretches of open water -,,··_- ,.__~ . .. __ •.•.. 

19 due to a head-wind that 
ion paddled. Being 
·eillllgtMwataf flld 

' that.., 

The finish 
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We had paddled a number of rapids over the last 
eight days this was the first one that allowed us 
the luxury of stopping the canoe midstream, 
changing its line and then running the rest of the 
wild water down to the bottom of the rapid and 
safety. To me it seemed a great opportunity not to 
be missed; Gareth would learn more about 
moving a fully laden canoe in the midst of a wild 
river and for me the moving of the boat on the 
rapid would be more of a challenge than just 
running down the rapid. I also like playing a 
game with each rapid; seeing how little 
water we can ship in the process of 
negotiating our way down the river. It 
was going to be a risky manoeuvre 
but if we could get enough power in 
the back paddling we would master 
the rapid and win the game. 

We had arrived seven days ago at 
the top of the river by float plane, 
unloaded the gear and then we were left 
with eight days on the water before 
reaching our pickup, where the Bloodvein 
empties into Lake Winnipeg. 

With a cough and a splutter from its engine the 
float plane announced its imminent departure. Once it 
had taxied out to clear water the pilot gunned its 
engine and it left the water in graceful curve, the sun 
glinting off its aluminium body. We watched it 
disappear over the trees. We were left with the sound 
of adventure; the sound of the wind in the pine trees 
and the lapping of the waves on the rocks. 

The four of us were alone; Dave was the 
local guide and owner of the outfitters, 

. Michelle was training to guide on the 
Bloodvein and Gareth was a friend who I 
had met on a trip in the Yukon last year. 
Oh yes, there was also a small black dog 
called Snoopy who was a seasoned 
traveller in the Canadian outback. We 
had the cast for an Enid Slyton novel. 

First things first, we had lunch. We 
had travelled with one canoe tied to the 
float of the plane, the other was a Pakboat 
that was built from a rubberised skin stretched 
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"18 kilometres to the end of the river and you want me to 
start paddling backwards?" Sat in the front of the boat Gareth 
was to say the least a little incredulous. He turned in the boat 
to look me in the eye, I guess just to check that I was still 
sane and the heat of the day had not addled my brain. 

over an alloy frame and that had to be 
assembled. It took us 30 minutes to put this 
canoe together and I must say that 

~ Michelle, Gareth and I were a little 
sceptical about its use on a wild Grade 2- 
3 river with an eight day paddle out but 
Dave and Snoopy seemed quite 
confident. 

After loading the canoes it was great 
to be on the water and moving through 
the scenery of the Canadian Shield. Built 

on a base of pink granite that was 
once higher than the Himalayas, three 

billion years of erosion has worn the area 
into a low undulating region whose 
highest elevation is only about 500m 
above sea level. Scoured by glaciation 
the area has a very thin soil lying on top 
of the bedrock, with many bare outcrops. 

The vegetation is dominated by Jack 
Pine, Juniper and Silver Birch. The 

Bloodvein is a pool and drop river, 
where short steep drops are 
followed by flatter areas where there 
are tranquil marshlands full of wild rice 
and sometimes a browsing moose. It is 
the home to eagles, vultures, ducks and 
geese and mammals such as black bear, 
wolf, beaver and otter. The area has 
been travelled for thousands of years and 
there are pictographs (old graffiti) to be 

seen along the route. The Bloodvein is part 
of the Canadian Heritage Rivers System. 

stablished in 1984, as a co-operative program 

of the Government of Canada and all of the provincial 
and territorial governments. The objectives of the 
programme are to give national recognition to the 
important rivers of their country, and to ensure the 
conservation of their natural, historical and 
recreational values for the benefit and enjoyment of 
Canadians. Unlike the UK it is designed to promote 
their use for all and not restrict it for the few. There 
are no forestry roads, no rail links, the only way in is 
by floatplane and the only way out is by canoe. 

The weather in early September was warm, so 
shorts and t-shirts were de rigueur for most 

paddling days with the option of no shirt if 
temperatures rose during the day. 
Evenings were cool and a fleece was 
required but it was three season 
sleeping bag weather. 

As we descended the river it provided 
constant entertainment with a rapid 
around each corner; some we could 
paddle on sight, otherwise we would 

stretch our legs and scout the drop. All our 
expertise in moving a full loaded canoe down 

a river was brought in to use as if we did not 
paddle we would line the boat fully laden or empty 
and as the last resort portage. Although this was the 
most arduous means of moving the gear the portages 
were never any great distance and they did provide 
interest with such as wild flowers and animal tracks. 

On the flat sections we travelled at our own pace 
but came together at the rapids for safety and to take 
photographs. Doubles paddling is very good as it 
allows you to chat and put the world to rights and 
have two pairs of eyes watching for wildlife along the 



Why travel to the Bloodvein? 
Perfect introduction to remote-river paddling 
Float plane in 
Full use of skills for moving canoes down a river 
Re-affinn knowledge about paddling long touring 
canoes in rapids 
Paddling doubles 
Classic Canadian Shield country 
Led by local canoe guides for exchange of ideas; 
paddling skills, camp craft and cooking 
Local wildlife 
Pictographs 
Meeting local first nations 
Have to be there to feel the wind on your face, 
smell the resin from the pines and hear the call of 
the loon rather than read about it or look at pictures 



COMPETITION 

BCU Home Internationals 
1st. England 
2nd. Northern Ireland 
3rd. Jersey 
4th. Wales 
5th. 'Rest of the World' 

2006 Surf Kayak World Cup 
Men 
Winner: Dave Johnstone, USA 
Runner-up: Jonny Bingham, N. Ireland 
Ladies 
Winner: Kate Smith, USA 
Runner-up: Tamsin Green, England 
Junior 
Winner: Chris Hobson, N. Ireland 
Runner-up: Dave Speller, Jersey 

2007 Surf Kayak - 
British league series 
The first event of the 2007 season took place 
on 6th January at Bigbury-on-Sea. 
Congratulations to winners - 
Long boat: Gary Adcock 
Short boat: James Hawker 
Ladies: Emily Woollard 
Juniors: Philip Watson 
Masters: Gary Adcock 

t 

Surf kayaking contests are 
usually individual events 
only, but just once each year 
the top competitors gather 
for a Team event between 
nations. The World 
Championships and the 
British Home Internationals 
take place in alternate years 
- and 2006 was the year for 
the Home Internationals. 

England were reigning 
British champions but had 
been beaten at the Worlds last 
year by Ireland, Northern 
Ireland and Jersey, so this 
year's competition would be 
wide open. 

Peniche in Portugal was 
chosen as the venue. Easy to 
reach with cheap flights, this 
area not only gave the best 
chance of consistent surf but 
also warm weather, sand and sun for October half-term. With 
the hotel just over the road from the beach, it proved a 
superb choice. 

There were full teams from Jersey, Wales, Northern 
Ireland and England. The Irish were joined by our Portuguese 
hosts and a few other nationalities to make a Rest of the 
World team. There were classes for Men, Ladies, Masters and 
Juniors in both short and long boat, and each heat would 
have one paddler from each nation. 

Day one saw 16 heats in consistent surf. The team event 
format relies very much on every team paddler playing their 
part and gaining points. With different countries having 
strengths in different classes, the lead changed hands several 
times. The day ended with Northern Ireland leading by just 
two points. 

The draw was made for who would compete against 
who for the second and final day. Another sixteen heats, with 
top quality surfing from all involved, and the result couldn't 
be closer. We went into the 32nd and final heat with 
Northern Ireland and England tying for points at the top. In 
the last few minutes England finished victorious by the 

narrowest of margins. 
The event ran smoothly thanks 
to all involved in both 
competition and judging. 
Special thanks to Pete 
Blenkinsop with help from 
Stuart McGlinchey for 
organising the event. 
Congratulations to the winning 
England surf kayak team: Emily 
Woollard, Tamsin Green, Sam 
Davenport, Jack Horwell, Philip 
Watson, Gary Adcock, Andrew 
Hawker, James Hawker, Andy 
Hambley, Darren Bason and 
Pete Blenkinsop. 
Thanks to sponsor Teva for 
providing the England surf 
kayak team with watersports 
footwear. 

Surf Kayak World Cup 
The World Cup is a new event, run for the first time in 2006. 
An Individual event for the high performance short boat only, 
and open to the top surfers who had qualified at five events 
through the year - in Brazil, US West, US East, Spain and 
Northern Ireland. Peniche was chosen for the finals since 
paddlers from the British teams would already be there for 
the Home Internationals. • 
John Watson 

TH I S 

Keep an eye on www.bcusurf.org.uk 
The calendar will soon be updated for all the 2007 events 
and some development days for all. Come and join in - 
it's likely there will be new plastic surf boats for you to 
try before buying your own. 
There are more local contests and development days in 
Wales, Jersey and Northern Ireland see 
www.nisurfkayak.com 
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TO ADVERTISE CALL: 01480 465081 www.canoefocus.co.uk 

THE YUKON, BIG SALMON, SNAKE, NISUTLIN: MCQUESTEN, TESLIN AND THE WIND 



COMPETITION 

Overall Results 
Standard International Canoes: 
1st GBR 278 Simon Allen, 9 points 
2nd GBR 265 Mark Goodchild, 10 points 
3rd GBR 295 Colin Newman, 20 points 

Asymmetric Canoes: 
1st GBR 284 Robin Wood, 7 points 
2nd GBR 283 John Robson, 23 points 
3rd GBR 272 Alistair James 25 points 

International canoe National 
Championships C 

A near record breaking 35 competitors, with ages ranging 
from 16 to 72, sailed in the National Championships, 
superbly hosted by Ullswater Yacht Club from August 19 
to 22 at this most welcoming of clubs. 

Apart from the long distance race, when both fleets went 
round the island at the southerly end of the lake, winds were 
mostly light and very 'interesting'; shifty and gusty, a 
nightmare for PRO, Robin Barratt who did splendidly, 
frequently having to reset the course between races. 
Conditions in the Long distance race were even more 
challenging with complete lulls followed by 16 knot gusts, 
but the cream still came to the top with AC World 
Champion, Robin Wood and IC World Champion, Mark 
Goodchild winning their respective battles. 

Robin Wood endorsed his position as World, European and 
defending National AC Champion with a score line of seven 
bullets, ominously for the future, his teenage son, Ben finishing 
top junior, just ahead of the oldest competitor, Peter Conway. 
The battle for the remaining top places was very close with 
Ullswater Yacht Club Commodore and event coordinator, John 
Robson taking second, Alisdair James was third and Gareth 
Caldwell fourth. Even Robin Wood was not spared involvement 
in several memorable, multiple-boat roundings at the leeward 
mark as spinnakers were dowsed in the melee. In the shifty 
conditions place changing was frequent throughout both fleets. 

Racing in the IC fleet was dominated by their usual struggle 
for supremacy between Mark Goodchild and Simon Allen 

with Simon this year turning the tables by one point. The 
youthful Martin Bower who finished fourth overall and Colin 
Newman upset the party at the front of the fleet a couple of 
times each, forcing Mark to discard two fourths and Simon a 
third place. However, youngest in the fleet, teenager, Felicity 
Robson, achieved a creditable ninth overall to secure the 
Novices Trophy and the prize for first lady. Bob Austin was 
fifth and first 'Classic' IC, one point ahead of Mike Shreeve. 
Andy Paterson brought his straight-out-of-the-workshop 
Development Canoe with its narrow, light-weight hull, Moth­ 
inspired features and single sail for its first outing. Although 
it made second in one race, the fleet remains to be 
convinced that this particular, welcome innovation heralds 
the future of IC sailing, but it does demonstrate that outside 
the current class rules, experiments are afoot all over the 
world in this, the oldest of all development classes. e 
Andy Biden 

T H I S 

The hard truth of surfer's ear 
As the anaesthetic is wearing off and I'm only semi-conscious, I'm intent 
on writing the tale of what's just happened to me. The only problem is that 
I can't stay awake for longer than ten minutes and my arms feel like lead! 

The surgery started at 9.30am and the next 
thing I know is that I'm back in the ward and 
struggling to come around at 2.30pm. I had 
some great dreams, didn't know where the hell 
I was for at least an hour and then this great 
nurse Georgina brought round some water and 
that tried and tested high tech pick me up - a 
British cup of tea! Previous to this I'd stopped 
eating at midnight and stopped drinking water 
at 6.00am, never had a drink tasted so good. 

Two drips in my left hand and an increasingly 
sore head, the pool of blood on my pillow and 
increasing pain in my left ear at least signalled that they'd drilled out the 
correct side! By 3.30pm I was just feeling tired, my vision was still a bit blurred 
but then I realised that I hadn't yet put my glasses back on. 

So how the hell had I ended up in this situation. A situation that in addition to 
an operation under general anaesthetic meant a good three months out of the 
surf; in fact three months out of the water full stop, oh and tinnitus in my ear 
every night whilst the wound healed. 

It had all started at least 25 years ago when as an indestructible teenager I 
started surfing, wearing nothing more than a Long John wetsuit and a pair of 
wetsuit socks! Who cares about a bit of cold water when you're that age. It 
took years for the cold water to do its damage and for me to realise what was 
happening. Slowly but surely the cold water flushing in and out of my ear was 
causing the bones around this narrow canal to grow inwards decreasing its 
diameter until it would be closed off altogether and I'd become deaf. The 
doctors call it exostosis but the locals call it surfer's ear. We all knew someone 

who had surfer's ear and someone else who had had the operation to remove it 
but still we didn't do anything to protect ourselves. In fact it wasn't until 2001, 
when I picked up an ear infection where an ENT consultant examined my ears 
and confirmed that an operation in my right ear was the only remedy and that 
my left ear wasn't far behind. 

To be honest the operation on my right ear in 
2001 was a bit of a novelty, but after three 
months of recovery and tinnitus every night I 
swore I'd do everything to avoid having my 
other ear operated on. I was like a reformed 
smoker, at least for the next six months, 
wearing earplugs on any occasion where my 
ears might get cold and wet. However, like a 
fool my usage of earplugs slowly dwindled, I 
would remember to wear them on most surfing 
occasions but stupidly forgot when I went 
swimming in the sea! It was this sea 

swimming that lead to another series of infections in 2005 this time in my left 
ear and I knew that my days were numbered before another drilling! 

So here I am in zealot mode again and this time I'm determined to do the right 
thing. I'm so passionate now about this avoidable condition that I've even set 
up a website www.eru:plugs-direct.co.uk to provide more information and to sell 
what I believe are the best earplugs on the market, allowing you to hear 
normally but protecting you from the dreaded cold water. As for me, well, I'm 
back into wearing my earplugs for kayaking, surfing, swimming in fact anything 
at all where my ears are at risk of being chilled! 

My advice to you is to get into the habit of wearing earplugs as soon as 
possible, look after your ears all the time, keep them as warm as possible' and if 
you're conscientious you'll avoid the horrible operations I've been through. e 
Simon Hammond aged 39 
BCU surf coach and former World Surf kayak Champion 
For more information about Surfers Ear go to www.eaq,lugs-direct.co.uk 
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As a BCU member you can immediately benefit from a saving of o/et £70 off the 
price of a brand new Concept 2 Indoor Rower. Just log in to the Member 
Benefits section of the Concept 2 website, with your BCU number close at hand 
and you'll be able to take advantage of this discount. 

The Concept 2 Indoor Rower is the perfect cross-training tool for paddlers. It 
exercises all the major muscle groups; is extremely time efficient - offering large 
fitness gains in a short space of time; and is kind on the joints - being 
weight-supporting. For more details call Concept 2 or visit the website. 

T: 0115 945 5522 • E: info@concept2.co.uk • www.concept2.co.uk 
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Call for your 2007 
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I was captivated most of all though, by the sheer 
size of the country, it was very easy to fit the UK 
into a lake, not to mention the kindness and 
generosity of the people who live in such an 
amazing country. 

So it wasn't long before I found myself standing 
bedraggled and tired, the way one does after a long 
journey, at the carousel waiting for my bubble 
wrapped boat to slide into view. Wondering how the 
lady at the check-in desk in overcast Manchester 
could possibly have mistaken my Riot kayak as a 
surfboard, I lugged my possessions onto the trolley, 
swerving between oblivious bystanders. Our car 
awaited us windows gleaming and fresh smelling 
with more cup holders than I knew what to do with. 
We somehow managed to arrange our luggage in 
order for us to all fit in, a sport in its own right. 

With our luxurious car we found ourselves 
driving through Montreal in search for a place to stay 
for one jetlagged night. We drove past plenty of 
motels with their brightly lit signs taunting us but we 
could never find a way to get into the parking lot, 
there was always an obstacle such as a six lane 
highway or a complex bridge to prevent us from 
having a good nights sleep. As we drove down 
towards the centre of Montreal we made a turn at 
traffic lights to find an almighty roar of engines and a 

bright glare of lights. My Dad shot the car into 
reverse repeating a certain expletive the way one 
does when you drop a house brick on your foot, this 
was then conveniently topped off by a homeless 
person trying to tell us that we might just be going 
the wrong way, as if we hadn't by now worked that 
out. Drained from the flight we stumbled upon 
Chinatown either accidentally or intentionally I am 
not quite sure, a good nights sleep prompted by a 
Chinese buffet assured us to a good paddling session 
on Lachine the following day, with no more incidents. 
Or so we thought. 

Being in a huge country we did not find it difficult 
to find a huge supermarket in the outskirts of Montreal. 
The supermarket might have been used as an aircraft 
hanger in a previous life, it was so capacious you could 
have drag races down the aisle. After making our 
purchases Jon and myself sat in the car avoiding the 
heat of the Canadian sun, we briefly stepped out of the 
car and out of habit slammed the door only to see 
through the tinted windows the keys sitting there 
obviously, taunting us whilst the doors had self locked! 
My jaw dropped to the ground as my head met the 
glass. I broke the news to my parents feeling like I had 
just broke a window playing football. Luckily there was 
a small gap in the very back window so Jon and I went 
to search for some retrieving mechanisms while my 
dad, in English explained our predicament to an elderly 
French speaking taxi driver, who apparently had a 
colleague whom he would call who would know how 
to break into our car. In the meantime Jon and I decided 
that our problem could be solved more imaginatively, 
so we headed straight for 'Dollarama' and appeared ten 
minutes later brandishing two broom handles, a wire 
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hanging basket support and some sellotape to bind our and pulled junk around in the car until we were kitted 
selected implements together. So with some teamwork up for a night time paddle on Garberator playspot. The 
and coordination we triumphantly managed to salvage Ottawa River is made up of lots of different channels 
our keys and returned to When I noticed the magazine rack I was and bays but_ the most 
our day's paddling. . . paddled sections are the 

Lachine rapids are expecting the normal gossip and glamour main and the middle 
based on the very wide magazines but I was mistaken, with such channels. The first rapid is 
St Lawrence, a river_ titles as 'Bows and Arrow' and 'Hunters Mckoys which has ma_ny 
which 1s so impressively h I , different Imes depending 
wide it has its own Mont Y on your imagination, it 
shipping lanes, fortunately the only other traffic we involves two big holes to avoid soon after the river 
had to worry about were jet skies and other paddlers. bends to the right into Horseshoe hole and Babyface. 
The main wave is 'Big Joe', a big wave with an ideal After Mckoys the river breaks into the two channels, the 
bowl shaped trough for launching your kayak into the middle and the main. The middle consists of some good 
air. As water levels alter, other waves start to form for river play, depending on the water levels, this includes 
some great surfing for kayakers and board surfers the most spectacular scenic Garvins chute. The main 
alike, even at the height in the middle of the summer 
when rivers are generally low you can always paddle 
at Lachine. The only downside to Lachine is the haul 
back up to the wave unless you can budget your trip 
for a jet ski, you have to pull yourself up rocks and 
clamber up to the start for another ride. 

We packed the car arranging and rearranging 
boats, bags, food and general junk that you seem to 
acquire on a trip. It wasn't long before we stopped 
seeing major motels and fast food chain outlets, 
replacing them with the occasional fifties era 

roadside cafes. Tall buildings were exchanged for 
trees and flash city convertibles for gigantic pick-up 
trucks. Even the music on the radio station had 
changed. I found myself staring out the tinted 
window looking at golden hay bales and every once 
in a while an old barn would come into view tilting 
dangerously to one side. 

I stepped into the small Gas station shop just to 
have a look around, as one does. I ambled around 
the aisle with my selected ice cream and was about 
to pay, when I noticed the magazine rack. I was 
expecting the normal gossip and glamour magazines 
but I was mistaken, with such titles as 'Bows and 
Arrow' and 'Hunters Monthly' supporting a cover of a 
tough, rugged guy dressed head to toe in camouflage 
gear casually holding a shotgun as if he was playing 
a round of golf. What a wonderful country I thought 
as I smiled to myself. 

Driving past sites that we recollected from our 
previous trip, we soon discovered our idyllic 
accommodation on the Ottawa River. It didn't take long, 
our excitement getting the better of us, as we tossed 

& SPONSORS 

hosts the famous Garberator playspot along with 
Pushbutton and in high spring levels Buseater home for 
the 2007 World Championships. The river continues 
down to River Run, the campsite for most paddlers this 
summer, with big bouncy wave train style rapids on the 
way down. 

The following days fell into a natural routine. We 
would rise at 5.30am, aided by strong coffee and 
spectacular sun rises breaking through the mist, it 
seemed a bit of a betrayal to the river to roll back into 
our beds. Even though the early mist and chill lingers 

Canada is a truly amazing place with some incredibly generous people who are willing to help. While lost 
in Montreal we asked a lady for directions who offered us, complete strangers, to sleep on her floor. 
Canada is also a vast country with so much unbelievable space which holds some small nit communities 
who each have their own culture brought from each individuals background or homeland. With Canada 
being a young country there are many different communities - Polish and French. All in all Canada is a 
fantastic place with so much to offer for anyone who paddles big volume whitewater or enjoys wilderness 
canoe camping in the Algonquin park. There is so much out there for any Outdoor enthusiast where come 
the summer you can paddle and have guaranteed snow in the chilled winter. What a wonderful country. 
Thanks to Peak Uk kayaking equipment and Riot Kayaks for supporting me in all my endeavours. 
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in the air it still didn't prevent the locals from getting 
in an early practice session. 

The sun soon rises high into a perfect blue sky - 
so perfect that you could not tell days apart. By 
10.30am we had arrived back to our tranquil place by 
the river to restock and enjoy the calm serenity of the 
outdoors. Several hours later and a few meals later 
we would be on the river once more with torches 
ready for the pitch-black night paddle, that was to 
follow. On the banks of Garberator alongside the 
judges platform ready for the competition was a 
generator powering floodlights so paddlers could 
enjoy the wave well into the night. We paddled back 
every night with only the stars and the occasional 
shadow casting from the moon for us to guide our 
way back. 

As the days went by the river got very busy with 

UNIVERSITY OF 

Chichester SEE US AT THE 
'OUTDOOR SHOW' 

Want to maintain your employment whilst studying? 

Foundation Degree in 
Adventure Education 
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• Combine vocational skills and NGBs with academic knowledge 
• Credit given for prior relevant experience and NGB qualifications 
• Gateway to additional qualifications and training e.g. PGCE 

or APIOL 
• Applicants without formal qualifications may be considered on 

an individual basis 

www.chiuni.ac.uk 

paddlers training for the Canadian and American fresh from the European Championships. Then there 
team trials along with the Ottawa World Cup all in was myself being the only junior man out there 
close succession. This gave the chance for the competing from GB. Chances of good results were 
European paddlers to observe some of the best proving good for the Brits with the senior men 
paddler_s in the world all The sun soon rises high into a perfect looking sharp on the 
competing for a place in water turning heads from 
the world championships blue sky - SO perfect that you could not onlookers from the eddy 
to be held on the very tel I days a pa rt during training. Flic saw 
same river next April. her way through to the 
Paddlers spent the day basking in the sun watching finals to proudly take a silver medal with Flea Jarvie 
some impressive aerial action. The weekend of the also making the podium waving the Union Jack with 
Ottawa World Cup soon dawned, and the British a well earned second place. Unfortunately, despite 
competitors had a good line up: Richard Chrimes, Ed some very spectacular rides from Ed Smith and 
Smith, Jon Best, James Bebbington and of course Richard Chrimes, there were no men who made it 
fireman Adam Norfolk along with Hurley boy Tim through to the next round, which proves how high 
Rowland, Fiona Jarvie and junior girl Flic Mears. GB the standard is set. 
also had Ben White, a top British male squirt boater Meanwhile up at Mckoys, Ben White took the 

first place in the squirt event with a high 
standard of squirting whilst in the junior class I 
was pleased with my prelim runs as I made the 
semi-finals. After competing for a second time I 
found myself into the finals competing alongside 
talented paddlers such as Dane Jackson and Nick 
Troutman. I finished in fourth place. So I set off to 
Wilderness Tours along with many others for the 
party and closing ceremony of the first leg of the 
World Cup. 
The trees soon began to change before our eyes 
turning into fabulous reds and oranges, the fall 
in Canada comes and goes quicker than January 
sales. The river also, was calming down with 
fewer rafts and less queues. With Sullivan's dam 
releasing no more water after the event, the 
water dropped daily making it time to head back 
to where we started at Lachine in Montreal 
before flying out. • 
Written By Ross Montandon 
Photos by Jon Davies, Peter Montandon 
and Ross Montandon • Grants and bursaries may be available 

Contact: Paul Gray on (01243) 816346 or our Admissions 
department on (01243) 816002 email: p.gray@chi-ac.uk 
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Sea Kayakinq UK .1/tt, 
Spec1-llst Sea Kayak ,,,.,,.,,,,.lurers • Ots/1111• by N/{1111 Ottltl/S 

The Anglesey Sea Symposium 
2007 

Main Event : 5th - 7th May 

BCU Courses & Day Paddles: 7th -11th May 

Tidal Races & Overfalls: 12th -13th May 

2001 Whitewater Ranae 

flame A:!'-.--:- 
~~ 

Active 

CClltrol Platinum 

ClrvinaCG 

£79.95 

£99.95 

2007 Programme 
available now! 

9-13 April Canoe Expedition - River Barrow £225 
25 May- I June Sea Kayaking Week - Scotland £400 
19-28 June Sea Kayaking - Newfoundland £850 
1-8 July Intro to Alpine WW - France £450 

£199.95 

£209.95 

16-20 July Sea Kayaking, West Coast Ireland £275 
20-26 August Sea Kayaking Wales, Overfalls, Tidal Races £375 
3-7 September Surf Week, Classic Irish Surf £225 
7-9 December White Water Donegal £110 

Tollymore MountJin Centre is the Sports Council for Northern Ireland's National Outdoor Training Centre. 
As well as the above courses, we provide a full range of coaching and proficiency training and assessment courses. ~ 
Contact us for a full pr?gramme of courses. - SPORTS' 
Contact us for further information. - 
Tel: 028 4372 21 S8, Email: admin@tollymore.com, Web: www.tollymore.com ccu s cu, NORTHERN tRELANo 
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NEC BIRMINGHAM 
WHERE ADVENTURE STARTS 
incorporating 
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TRAVEL ~ QJIII GO DMNGI 2007 
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16-18 March 2007 NEC Birmingham 

Indulge your spirit ~ ~11~1,i; 
~'~ WATER CANOE 
SPORTS I 2007 
SHOW . 1:.,.im::=: 

AT THE SHOW 

Ainsworth Paddles, Aquapac International, 
Avoncraft. Bear Creek. Adventure. Blue Rush 
Wetsuits, Clearwater Paddling, Desperate 
Measures, Endless River Canoe Adventure, Glyn 
Edwards Kayaks, Kari-Tek., Markat. Nigel Dennis 
Sea Kayaks, Northern Soul Wilderness Adventures. 
Novacraft The Canadian Canoe Company, Nucleus 
Watersports, Optical Art, Peak UK Kayaking Co, 
Pyranha, Reed Chill Cheater, Rough Stuff Kayak. 
Paddles. Total Option. Welsh Canoe Association, 
Windows On The Wild and many more. 

Watch top k.oyakers shaw how it's done and 
have a go yourself. Try canoeing for the first time 
or improve your technical skills. 

Join the beach party atmosphere with surfing, 
music and juices all available. 

Go on on adventure with top speakers from across 
the industry. Whatever your level of expertise, you'll 

find inspiration on everything from water sports 
and amazing tours to expeditions and treks. 

Learn more about dinghy soiling and windsurfing 
with the RYA. Find out about the boats involved and 
what you need to know to get out on the open water. 

Free taster sessions in all these activities: 
• Climbing • Cycling • Mountain Biking • Caving 
• Orienteering • Diving • Canoeing • Surfing 

Book tickets online: 
WWW. theoutdoorsshOW .CO.Uk or call 0870 010 9086 

•U§~j~j j-j§J.a -"-·~ AYA I 
The Ordnance Survey lf)7Ji 
Outdoors Show 2007 '<iiJI 
issupporting OUTWARD BOUND· 



Where can I go paddling is often the question from new and 
experienced paddlers. Well, we are campaigning for greater 
access to the 98% of waterways we do not have access rights 
on ... but in the meantime there are some interesting paddles 
around and the following are a few suggestions. Our hope is to 
offer a variety of suggested paddles as whilst some canoeists 

are interested only in rapid or white (wild) water rivers, others enjoy competing and 
there are also many others who enjoy paddling quietly along, exploring and visiting 
new scenes and developing awareness of nature round them. In our selection of 
paddles we hope to cover everyone's needs. 

PADDLE ifHIS: ULLSWATER CANOE TRAIL 

Ullswater is approximately eight miles long and is ideal 
as a paddling venue. This trail is designed for 
Paddlesport enthusiasts, (and on calm days beginners) 
and will hopefully make a visit to Ullswater easier and 
more informative. Most of the lakeshore is private, with 
only a few public access points. Fortunately though, if 
you can gain access to the water you are then free to 
explore the lake without hindrance. Knowing where to 
launch is key. 

1 
Safety 
Safety is paramount and you should always wear a buoyancy 
aid and or a lifejacket. Those in kayaks are advised to wear a 
spraydeck. The lake is very deep and is therefore very cold for 
much of the year. Bear this in mind with regards to safety, 
both in what you wear and in the nature of the trip you plan 
to undertake. People drown or die of hypothermia on this 
lake fairly regularly, though most of the time it is because 
they do not wear a buoyancy aid! 

People paddle on Ullswater in all sorts of boats but 
perhaps the best boat is a sea kayak which is stable, runs 
in a straight line and can weather rough water and strong 
winds. After that, canoes and touring kayaks come a close 
second. Sit on tops are good too, though they are often 
fairly slow. 

The wind is the main controlling factor on the lake and can 
make some trips impossible and/or dangerous. If you are not 
sure of your abilities always stay very close to the shore, or in 
a protected bay. e.g. Howtown or Glenridding (dependant on 
wind direction). Take note of the wind strength and direction, 
both in a weather forecast before you arrive at the lake and 
directly before you go afloat. The general lie of the valley 
often changes the wind direction that is forecast. You will 
find a Force 3 wind is difficult to paddle into, a Force 4 is 
almost impossible to paddle directly into and it is often 
difficult to paddle in any direction. Large waves with their 
tops breaking every now and again (white horses) will be 
seen on the lake at these wind speeds. If that is the case, 
then be very careful about your launch point and general 
paddling plan i.e. do not paddle across the lake. It is 

generally easier to go downwind but you might find it too 
difficult to paddle back. If you are planning an out and back 
trip then always set off, into the wind so that it will be easier 
to get back. If traversing the lake then plan your trip so that 
you paddle downwind. 

Ideally you should always paddle in a group of at least 
three and if planning to cross or paddle the length of the 
lake at least one of you should know how to perform a 
'deep water rescue'. 

Remember the lake has a busy steamer schedule all year 
and these boats need to be given a wide berth, particularly 
when they are manoeuvring near the piers. 
Otherwise have fun! 

Recommended triQS 
The Lake Traverse. Check on the weather and particularly 
the wind direction (note for 80% of the year the wind blows 
towards Pooley Bridge) and ensure you plan to paddle 
downwind. Take your boat by road to the put in - 
Glenridding, Howtown or Pooley Bridge (for security leave 
someone with your gear or at the very least lock it up). 
Afterwards drive to your destination and take the Ullswater 
Steamer back to your boat. 

Glenridding to Aria point for tea! Launch from 
Glenridding (or one of the car parking laybys opposite 
Sandwick) and paddle to Aria point. Leave your boat on the 
shore and follow the footpath to the road and the Cafe on 
the far side for afternoon tea! 

Island circuit. Launch from Glencoyne (having checked on 
the weather first) and paddle to Norfolk Island, Silver Point, 
and south to the other islands of Lingy and Cherry Holm 
before crossing back to near the steamer pier at 
Glenridding and a cafe stop? Then return down the western 
shore passing .the wooded cliffs to Glencoyne. 

The Middle reaches. Launch in one of the laybys opposite 
Sandwick and paddle down to Skelly Nab and Outward 
Bound and then cross the lake at its narrowest point to the 
small crag (Geordie's crag) at the corner of the lake. Make 
a detour back up to visit the Birkett memorial on Kailpot 
Continued on page 38 

If you have a suggested 
paddle ... please 
e-mail the text and 
images to the editor of 
Canoe Focus: 
peter@canoefocus.co.uk 
Text is preferable in 
Microsoft Word format 
and images as 300dpi 
JPEGs saved at highest 
quality. 
Access on-line @ 
www.riversaccess.org 

Go green and 
Qaddle to work 
Many of us could paddle to work 
even if it does mean carrying the 
canoe through the town ... that 
often leads to some very 
interesting conversations or you 
get side stepped as being 
someone slightly eccentric. So 
let's have a go. If you could 
paddle to work but there are no 
access agreements do let us 
know that .. It would be a 
question of wanting to be green 
but, theoretically, can't. 

We had hoped to be able to show 
you now but will have to wait until 
the river is not in flood. The 
journey, 10 miles down stream, 
would be possible to work but 
coming home would be nigh on 
impossible at this moment. What 
you could also do is drive to work 
with your boat on the car, leave 
the car there paddle home and then 
paddle back the next day and then 
drive home so alternating it is a 
way as well. Even doing this is also 
a lot healthier than being in the car 
or getting stressed in a traffic jam. 

Go on see what you can do each 
car journey not undertaken lessens 
our carbon footprint of the earth. 
Do let us know how you get on .. 
Why not start planning it for the 
spring/summer when the evenings 
are a lot lighter and the weather is 
warmer? 

More information to follow in the 
next edition of Canoe Focus. 
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Canoeing 
continues to 
show its green 
credentials ... 
Car e Free from The Broads 
Authority 
The Broads Authority have 
published six water trails or 
'canoe safaris' under the title 
Care Free on their web site 
www.broads-authority.gov.uk 
This is a beautiful part of the 
country and well worth a visit... 
but don't forget your canoe. 

Green right from the start. 

Prior to Christmas we were very 
kindly shown around the Palm 
Factory by Bob Slee, who, quite 
rightly, is very proud not only of 
what Palm do but also that the 
factory is at the forefront of energy 
saving and recycling. Established 
in 1979, Palm has grown from 
small beginnings into a globally 
recognised leader in watersports 
equipment and apparel. 

The modern factory at Clevedon, 
North Somerset was much larger 
than we expected but what 
surprised us even more was the 
way in which it has been 
designed to recycle and save 
energy and other materials. 
From start to finish of the 
products, the recycling ethos 
has been included. An example 
of this is when the seats are 
moulded and cut out the rest is 
sent back to the producers to 
recycle into other material from 
which seat etc can be cut from. 
The heat from the ovens is 
recycled to heat the factory and 
even the filings from the canoe 
moulds and old canoes are 
shredded and returned to 
another factory for recycling. In 
the modern plastic canoes 100% 
of it can be recycled. 

So what else can we do! 

THIS: ULLSWATER CANOE TRAIL 

Thoughts from some 
supporters that you might like 
to consider .... 
"Stupid, ridiculous, utterly 
baffling ... Let's catch up with 
the rest of the world, responsible 
open access to all, for all." 

"Restricted river access is an 
anathema. When we have an 
epidemic of illness and disease 
related to fitness and obesity 
what encouragement does this 
send to young people who would 
get into canoe sports!" 

crag just 100 metres. Then paddle into Howtown bay and 
across to near the steamer pier. The beach before the pier 
is public and one can therefore land. Leave your boat 
securely and take a stroll up the 'Hause' or even Hallin Fell 
for magnificent views across the lake. Either return the 
way you have come or paddle towards Pooley Bridge for a 
while and then cross back to the northern side and return 
past Leeming House Hotel and Outward Bound. 

The 'Lowland' end. Launch at Pooley Bridge or one of the 
two campsites and paddle up to Ullswater Yacht Club and 
then cross the lake at a narrowing just after the yacht club 
heading towards a large wooden boat house. Then paddle 
down that side of the lake back towards Pooley Bridge 
passing a marina and small harbour before reaching the 
end of the lake. 

Launching and parking 
Here is a list of parking and launching sites starting at 
Glenridding and heading around the lake in a clockwise 
direction. 
Glenridding steamer pier. A pay and display car park with 
good access to the lake and public beach on either side. 
Please keep clear of the pier as the steamers need clear 
access at all times. Note: if you are a large group and are 
not using the steamer, you will need to ask if you can park. 

On the road towards Glencoyne is a layby, just after the 
large cliff next to the road, about 1km from Glenridding. 
Free car parking but you have to cross this busy road to 
access the public beach. 

Glencoyne. Large National Trust pay and display car park - 
once again you have to cross the road with your boat to 
access the public beaches. Please do not restrict the 

Silver 
Point 

entrance with large trailers or vehicles. 

Aira Force. National Trust pay and display car park, just 
after the A 5091 leaves on your left. This is a limited car 
park and is not ideal, as the launch spot is about 500 
metres across the road and down a footpath to the 
lakeshore. The National Trust is not happy about canoeists 
using the car park, it is therefore not recommended. 

Numerous free lay-bys on your right are now passed but 
they are a little way above the lake so making it difficult to 
launch. Far better to continue a short way till you reach 
another four parking spots next to the lake opposite 
Sandwick. Easy and safe launching from these as you do 
not have to cross the road. They can however be very busy, 
and at peak times parking is often limited. 

Pooley Bridge. Two pay and display car parks exist, one 
just before the bridge over the river, on the left, the other 
after on the right. Both are often very busy on a summer's 
day. Unfortunately you must carry your boat some 300 
metres down a footpath and launch from the beach past 
the Lakeland Boat Hire Company. 

Howtown 
Here is one of the few public launch spots but 
unfortunately has no parking nearby. One has to park 
either on the way up the 'hause' (the steep road 
beyond) or at the top of the 'hause' and walk back 
down to the launch spot near the steamer pier. 
Sandwick. There is limited parking here and a walk of 
some 400 metres to get to the bay where you can launch. 

Note: All the listed campsites have launching, but unless 
you are camping there, they may charge you for launching. 

Pooley 
Bridge 

Ullswater 
Yac:htaub 

Sandwlck Howtown 
Martindale 

Ullswater canoe Trail pilot project 
This is a pilot project to learn more about how participants use Ullswater for 
canoeing activities. 
The intention is to provide facilities for canoeing enthusiasts to create an enjoyable 
leisure and Leaming experience. This will include dedicated car parking facilities, 
signage and site interpretation, a gazetteer and a more detailed map. 

We need your feedback to fine tune and hone this great vision into something that 
really will be enjoyed by all. 

Please email your comments to: canoetraii@edenriverstrust.org.uk 

- - 
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THIS: ULLSWATER CANOE TRAIL 

Points of interest 
Starting at Glenridding and working roughly northward 
along the lake. 
The whole of the Glenridding area is interesting with four 
small islands and occasional cliffs on the shore. Norfolk 
Island is the only real island the others being just a 
collection of rocks? Note: Camping is not allowed on the 
island. Silver Point has a lovely beach and easy walk, to 
the high spot giving some beautiful views down the lake. 
Aira point is a natural delta from the Aira beck and on the 
left of the obvious wall is a small footpath heading up to 
the road and the cate. To the left of this wall, is National 
Trust land but to the right it is private. Beyond on the 
hillside is Lydulph's Tower a folly built in the 17th century, 
but unfortunately it has no public access. 
On the far side lays Sandwick bay, a pleasant sandy bay 
with a number of interesting rocky bays that lead to Kail 
pot crag and the 'Birket Memorial'. This fairly large plaque 
set into the cliff face commemorates Lord Birket and the 
inscription explains the rest. 

2,000 signatures 
On Line Petition for access to rivers gains 2,000 signatures 
in just nine days! 

As you know we are seeking a public right of access to all 
waterways and waterspace. The BCU fundamentally agrees 
with the independent petition, that calls for the government to 
pass legislation giving canoeists and all other users of un­ 
powered craft the free right to navigate rivers and canals in 
England and Wales (similar to the right already enjoyed by 
cyclists to use bridleways, cycle tracks and roads). 

The petition is a resounding success and can be viewed at 
http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/Canoeists/ has been signed by 
2,000 people in its first nine days. It is one of the petitions 
with the most public interest on the Prime Minister's website. 

Please have a look at it and consider adding your name as a 
signatory. The more names it can receive will show the government 
once again how important access is to a large part of the 
population. People want to enjoy their natural heritage for many 
reasons. In this day and age the restrictive situation in England and 
Wales is very archaic and needs changing. Remember that after 
signing the petition, you will receive an email from the government 
website. Your name will not be added to the petition unless you 
respond to the government website's email. 

The BCU's Rivers Access Campaign is calling for legislation 
similar to the Scottish Land Reform Act 2003. The Act 
establishes and codifies a statutory right of responsible access 
to land and inland water for recreation and education 
purposes; to protect the environment, rights and activities of 
all canoeists, anglers, other outdoor users and landowners in 
relation to access. Everyone is required to adhere to the 
Scottish Outdoor Access Code that supports the Act. The Act 
has been successfully implemented in Scotland and could be 
adapted to apply to England and Wales. 

Canoe and kayaking is the fastest growing watersport for 
the fifth year running and access to waterways would help us 
achieve our and the government's objectives in many areas. 
Increased access would provide more recreational and sporting 
canoe and kayaking activities, helping the country get 
healthier and fitter, it also gives people of all ages and abilities 
opportunities to learn a skill. With the London 2012 Games in 
the not too distant future, this is the time to be opening up 
rivers, to give us the same prospects that Europe and the rest 
of the world have. 

The Countryside Right of Way legislation (CRoW), which 
gives some people the right to roam, has not included 
everyone. Canoeists, swimmers, non-powered watersports 

Round the headland lies the large sheltered bay of 
Howtown. To the northeast one can see the Sharrow Bay 
Hotel on the right hand shore. This is one of the leading 
country house hotels in Britain and is well placed with fine 
views across the lake. 
Beyond Sharrow bay and the 'narrows' lies Ullswater Yacht 
Club, a very active club that has a large fleet of International 
10sq metres canoes. Look out for them leading the pack on 
weekend races. Particularly worthwhile viewing is the Birket 
Race, which is held on the first weekend in July. Over 500 
sailing boats race from the yacht club to Norfolk Island and 
back. A truly fantastic sight! 
Just past Water Side campsite, is a set of railway tracks 
(not the main west coast line!) but the hauling out spot for 
one of the steamers in the winter. Back on the Northern 
shore is a neat small private harbour. Finally you arrive at 
the Pooley Bridge end of the lake, with quite shallow 
water and sometimes fairly large breaking waves that can 
give small surfing experiences. The outflow from the lake 
is the River Eamont but this is private and canoeing is not 
allowed except under certain circumstances. Contact the 
BCU river information officer. __________ __,/ 

have not been given the right to roam. Even if you want to 
watch wildlife from a boat/canoe, put your hot feet in the 
water after a walk, or allow you children to wade in a river on 
a hot summer's day you could be committing trespass if there 
is no access to or along that waterway. Despite lobbying, 
water was taken out of the CRoW Act at the eleventh hour and 
still there is no access to and along 98% of the rivers in 
England and Wales. 

Canoe and kayaking does not harm the environment, the 
canoe leaves no trace, no footprints, no noise. In fact it does 
quite the opposite; paddlers tend to respect and want to 
preserve nature. Furthermore, studies have proven that canoe 
and kayaking does not disturb fishing (Effects of Canoeing on 
Fish Stocks and Angling - Research and Development Technical 
Report by the Environment Agency W266). 

':A.fter the successful EDM 957 Rivers Access for Non­ 
Powered Craft during the last parliamentary year this is yet 
another indication of the depth of feeling amongst the public 
about the lack of access to and along our rivers in England and 
Wales." John Grogan MP (Selby) 

"Opening up rivers would help the BCU achieve its sporting 
and recreational aims. Greater access would also enable us to 
assist in reaching the government's aims for outdoor educational, 
participation in physical activity and the health agenda." Paul 
Owen Chief Executive, British Canoe Union 

The Rivers Access Campaign supporters include; Inland 
Waterways Association, the canoeing community, many 
sporting and non sporting bodies, uniformed youth 
organisations and the thousands who think the law is archaic 
and needs to be clarified though new legislation. 

For further information visit: www.riversaccess.org 

New year's resolutions 
Have you made yours yet (and broken them)? How about 
making one to do with rivers access? Such as 
• Writing to your MP about the access situation and the 

Brighton 3 Studies (letter to adapt on the RAC website 
www.riversaccess.org) and keeping them updated. 

• Informing your MP that if you had the access to x river you 
would have gone and spent x £s there, thus not only 
helping your fitness but the local economy. 

• Writing an article for your local newspaper about the 
access situation and giving examples of where locally and 
nationally you can not go. Mention how it not only affects 
you but thousands of others including the youth clubs, 
scout groups etc. 

Access at last! 

Canoeing v 
cycling access 
Let's compare access for 
canoeing to another sport and 
leisure activity ... that of 
cycling. 
Canoeists are the waterways 
equivalent of cyclists. Cyclists 
have access to an enormous 
network of bridleways that they 
can use free-of-charge. As an 
example, Cornwall has 376 miles 
of bridleways, but has no rights 
of navigation at all for canoeists 
on non-tidal water. Cyclists can 
also use cycle routes and roads - 
all funded from the public purse 
at no direct cost to themselves. 
So why should canoeists be 
treated differently? 
Canoes are a form of sustainable 
transport, and can be used by 
almost all age groups. They also 
provide a mechanism for 
exercise, sport, recreation, and 
for the study of wildlife. 
How much cyclists have can be 
seen on the Sutsrans website 
www sustrans.co.uk 
Sustrans is the UK's leading 
sustainable transport charity. 
Their vision is a world in which 
people can choose to travel in 
ways that benefit their health 
and the environment. Every day 
we are working on practical, 
innovative ways of dealing with 
the transport challenges that 
affect us all. 
Canoeing from the BCU point of 
view and in fact many others, is 
that it is a sustainable form of 
transport which was around long 
before the bicycle was invented. 
It is as an ecologically sound 
activity where we can enjoy the 
environment and benefit our 
health and well being as the 
same time. Access to our rivers is 
what we are after ... sustainable 
and liberal access that cannot be 
taken away at the whim of a land 
owner or an angling club! 
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Prize writing! 
Congratulations to Matt 
Barnes who won £100 after 
being randomly selected from 
the hundreds of people who 
wrote a letter calling for their 
MP to support the Rivers 
Access Campaign. 
Matt Barnes, Danesmoor Youth 
Activity Group and members of 
the Rivers Access Campaign at 
Pool Brook Country Park, 
Chesterfield invited their North 
East Derbyshire MP Natascha 
Engel to try out canoeing. 
Natascha had a great time and 
listened to what the groups had 
to say, especially noting the 
positive impact canoeing has on 
health and social development. 
She agrees that canoeing and 
angling should co-exist and 
support each other in 
contributing to help develop 
social skills and a healthier 
lifestyle. 
So, thank you to Matt for taking 
the time to write the letter and 
for drawing his MP's attention to 
the lack of rivers access in 
England and Wales. 
Every letter and contact made 
with your MP helps. For more 
information on how to 
contribute to the campaign visit: 
www.riversaccess.org.uk 

River and coastal 
information 
service 
The annual audit of entries has 
resulted in a considerable 
number of revisions for the 
2007 Directory. Please check 
the revised list for 2007 now 
posted on the BCU web site 
before contacting Advisors. 
Other changes in the valuable 
work members voluntarily 
undertake are in the role of 
Regional Access Officers: 
Gregg Bartlett for Cumbria, Ian 
Dallaway for West Midlands, and 
Paul Lister for Yorkshire. 
Thanks go respectively to Mark 
Davies, Mike Hubbard, and John 
Lucas who had previously held 
these posts. 

• Doing a video of where you can't go and how it affects 
you. Post it on the internet ... remember it also affects 
many others not just canoeists ... We should all have a 
right to enjoy our natural heritage. 

• Go green and paddle to work. Let us know if you had 
access info@riversaccess.org 

• Write an article for a health magazine about how healthy 
canoeing is and how we can all benefit by using and 
enjoying the great outdoors. 

• Informing everyone that canoeing is a great sport and 
whether you compete, paddle for fun it all contributes to the 
individuals well being. It is one sport that increases its 
participation rate year on year. Canoeing was the most 
popular watersport for the fifth year running in 2005. 

• Canoeing can help met the Government's Health Agenda. 
(Government's target for increasing participation is 1 % per 
annum, canoeing is at 8% and rising) as well as being 
very much part of the new Outdoor Education Manifesto. 

• Running an event to highlight the lack of access to 
waterways - get your local MP involved, local media etc. 

• Promoting canoeing by running a 'come and try canoeing 
session' and get local dignitaries there - out in a canoe. 
Don't forget to take pictures. 

• Writing a weekly/month/regular article for your local paper 
about what you/the canoe club etc get up to and slip the 
access issue in to the articles. 

• Going canoeing more often and sending us the 
information about 'Your Favourite Paddle' so that we can 
share the information with others. You could also suggest 
ones where you would like to go if only ... 

• Letting us know what incidents and trips you have been 
on (positive and negative) as well as what you experience 
trying to canoe due to access problems etc. 

• Have fun! After all canoeing is a wonderful sport. 
One of mine has been to write to my MP and I have done 

so several times in 2006 another letter in the post already this 
year ... still waiting for her to be polite enough to reply or at 
least acknowledge them. Will keep at it though, (pester 
power!) you never know she might just do so! 

DEFRA funding cuts - 
Waterways Campaigners and MPs take 
protest cruise to Parliament 
Over 30 boats gathered in the capital, as inland 
waterways campaigners took their concerns directly to 
Parliament on the morning of Tuesday 16th January 2007. 
The BCU is one of the 11 waterways organisations and 
action groups that have come together in an alliance to 
campaign against DEFRA's cuts in funding to British 
Waterways and the Environment Agency which threaten 
the well-being and development of inland waterways. 

The Palace of Westminster Campaign Cruise drew 
attention to the ongoing protest against government funding 
cuts imposed on the navigation authorities that manage our 
canals and navigable rivers. Waterways organisations 
representatives and MPs viewed the protest from the River 
Thames trip boat 'M.V. Kingwood' and were interviewed 
aboard by members of the press and media. MPs present 
included Bob Laxton MP, chair of the Parliamentary Waterway 
Group, and Charlotte Atkins MP whose Early Day Motion (No. 
90) calling upon Government to reinstate the cuts and ensure 
long-term funding for waterways has been signed by over 200 
MPs (has your MP signed this EDM?). 

John Fletcher, Inland Waterways Association national 
chairman, speaking on behalf of the organisations taking the 
campaign cruise to parliament expresses their concerns: 
"During recent media interviews and meetings at last week's 
London Boat Show the Waterways Minister has repeatedly said 
boat owners should pay more and still fails to acknowledge 
the overall value of waterways to the nation - their role in 
water supply and land drainage, the potential for freight 

development, as safe routes to work and how they are enjoyed 
by millions of people as part of a healthy outdoors lifestyle, 
walking, fishing, canoeing, cycling and running." 

More events throughout the country are planned for the 
weekend of 3-4th March 2007 with the emphasis on this 
occasion to demonstrate the wide support of all waterway 
users, as well as boaters. 

BCU members are encouraged to support these events 
ashore and afloat. Regions will be advised of locations and the 
Inland Waterways Association are keen to contact canoe clubs 
to co-ordinate activities. 

For the latest information visit: 
www.waterways.org.uk/News/DefraFundingCuts 

Putting pilot voluntary 
access agreements in place 
- An Update 
As extensively reported in the previous edition of Canoe 
Focus, the BCU disputes the findings of the Environment 
Agency (EA) research that found in the vast majority of 
cases, approaches to securing canoe access by voluntary 
agreement are successful. The study undertook research 
on the Rivers Mersey, Waveney, Teme and Wear. 

The Mersey scheme has been well received and 
information released for this river and the Waveney for 
immediate access from October last. Apart from the River 
Mersey there are developments to report for each of the other 
study rivers. 

River Waveney- Contrary to the access conditions, the 
Broads Authority have published a series of 'canoe safaris' to 
include the river between Ellingham and Geldeston. From the 
access agreement the angling interest did not agree to access 
on this section that would allow connecting with the Broads 
navigation system. The canoe safaris are posted under 'Canoe 
Trails' on the BCU web site or link www.canoe­ 
england.org.uk/canoeeng/2300-3-norfolk-canoe-trails--­ 
broads-authority.aspx 

River Teme - as previously reported, the BCU had advised 
the EA and Ludlow Town Council the River Teme conditions of 
use are both unsafe and unacceptable. Since that time no 
information has been released or announcements made by the 
EA for this pilot. It is believed a risk assessment was 
subsequently, undertaken by a specialist consultant for the EA 
and any outcome is not known. 

River Wear - the BCU understands the access study has 
left the proposed river user group for the three mile section 
around the Durham Peninsular with a number of issues to 
resolve before agreeing a way forward. The group is formed 
from landowners, including the City Council, and river users to 
include rowers and commercial operators of hire craft. In the 
meantime, paddling continues as usual around the peninsula. 

Either side of the Durham Peninsula, the proposed access 
section upstream towards Sunderland Bridge and downstream 
to Finchale Abbey, there are no immediate prospects of 
agreements. Here, the legacy of the River Wear study is a mix 
of landowners and angling interests considering their position 
and a core of people hardening their opposition to canoe 
access. The pre study 'de-facto' and tolerated use on these and 
other sections of the river outside of Durham is regularly 
drawing more challenges to paddlers. The EA is planning a 
review of the current position. 

How it is - the pilots on the Rivers Teme and Wear were 
known to be the real challenges. The Brighton final report gave 
a factual account of the difficulties and the information gained 
subsequently has confirmed this to be the case; with no 
agreements in place. 

The BCU continues to dispute the University of Brighton 
research findings that in the vast majority of cases, approaches 
to securing canoe access by voluntary agreement are 
successful. e 
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• Portages 
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• Keep dry-at least to begin with! 
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FEATURE: Scilly Isles 

Our patience was rewarded as the shore side 
group spiralled their way towards us. The two 
outside sharks made a beeline for Pamela P. They 
were big, very big. As they approached we had a 
near perfect view from the wheelhouse roof. One 
wasn't big it was enormous, a juggernaut of the 
sea. Tons of fish gracefully slid under the boat, 
surfacing on the other side with the dorsal fin 
flopping like a full sheet of plywood. The silence 
on the boat that made us realise that we had 
witnessed something special, something that 
touches your heart, something that language and 
five senses are inadequate to describe. We saw 
close to 20 sharks between Lamorna and 
Porthcurno. Little is known about these gentle 
plankton feeders, the second largest fish in the 
world. 

Apart from drinking tea and watching the many 
boats as we crossed the shipping lanes, the 
remaining three hour journey was uneventful. 

With boats loaded on the roof of 'Pamela P' and the team 
still recovering from a day's work we left Penzance at 17.40. 
Our journey west was seriously interrupted when the call 
went out "basking sharks". We stopped and watched as the 
calm oily waters enabled us to see in the distance the nose, 
dorsal and tail fins of these docile creatures breaking the 
surface, whilst trawling for their supper. 

FACTS:~ 

Cost of the tri~ 
Hire of boat - £450 per weekend day or bank 
holiday £400 per week day 
After the first 15 miles each day there is a 
surcharge for fuel of £3.00 a mile. 
The total mileage on our trip was 75 miles. 
£10.00 per person per night to sleep on the boat. 
Cost for our weekend 
Boat £900, Accommodation £200, Fuel surcharge 
£135. Total £1,235 
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FEATURE: Scilly Isles 

We dropped anchor 
between Great Ganilly and 
Great Arthur, probably the most 
beautiful anchorage in the 
world. It was one of those 
special evenings only 
experienced from the deck of a 
boat, silky water, pink sky, sun 
disappearing behind St 
Martin's, stars appearing - 
magic. After a delicious chilli 
washed down with a glass of 
wine we discussed plans for the 
next day. We were all tucked in 
our comfy berths by 23.00. The 
seals sang us to sleep. 

Saturday morning brought 
sunshine, blue skies and mirror 
seas. Two seals joined us whilst 
eating breakfast of cereal and a 
bacon and sausage buttie. It 
was decided to split into two 
groups, the head down, cover 
the miles, hard core sea 
kayakers and the, out for a fun 
day, play in the rocks, stop 
whenever you see something 
interesting, group. All methods 
were then used to launch the 
boats from imitating the seals 
though the open deck door to 
the highly amusing, and 
exceedingly decadent, use of 
the diver lift to lower a seated 

Page 43 



FEATURE: Scilly Isles 

kayaker in their boat from deck level into the water. 
With sunglasses, hats and factor 40 on, we all set off. 

The 'leg it' group soon disappeared into the 
distance whilst the scenic group paddled over to 
Menawethan, a popular spot on the Scillies where the 
seals have become quite used to visitors. We must 
have just watched for 20 minutes as they performed 
for us cruising between the boats, somersaulting, 
nibbling at paddles and bow lines and doing 
synchronised splashy dives. As if they didn't want us 
to go, they followed us all the way to Hanjague, an 
impressive volcanic core jutting out of the sea. 

We paddled all the way round the back of St 
Martin's and over to the Round Island, home of one 
of the three lighthouses on the Isles of Scilly. After a 
lunch on the beach at the uninhabited island of St 

FACTS: 

Helen's we headed to Men-a-vaur. Three huge 
towering rocks, split by narrow gullies, produced, 
even in the calmest sea, exiting white topped surges 
for those with slalom boats to play in. Whilst crossing 

The Isles of Scilly Steamship Company charge £89.00 per 
person and £48.40 per kayak for a return trip, a cost of 
£1,374 for ten people. 

Www.penzancescuba.co.uk will give more information about 
the boat and Skipper, Fred Buckingham, can be contacted on 
01736 364182. .... - ~-- ~ ~: ... ;:?~ .. ::- -'" 

over towards Bryher a baby basker, about the length 
of the kayak cruised by and again we sat and 
watched as its zigzag course brought it back and forth 
between the boats. 

We rounded the massive granite outcrops of 
Shipman Head and paddle back through the narrow 
gap that separates the headland from the island of 
Bryher and up the channel, past Cromwell's and King 
Charles' Castles on Tresca, to find Fred and the 
'Pamela P'. A few jars of Doom Bar and a lovely meal 
at the Fraggle Rock ended a perfect day. 

Sunday dawned and the groups were soon on 
the water. The hard core group, having 
circumnavigated St Martin's, Tresco, Bryher and St 
Agnes on the first day, headed off round the back of 
Tresco to Men-a-vaur, the Eastern Isles, St Mary's 
and back to St Agnes and the waiting 'Pamela P'. 

We were off to explore the Northern Rocks. The 
outer islands of Scilly Rock, Maiden Bower and 
Mincarlo were made even more special by the many 
puffins, razor bills and guillemots peering at us from 
the rocks, flying above with fish in beaks and rafting 
on the water. We paddled back to Samson for our 
lunch and explored tumble down houses and burial 
chambers imagining what life would have been like 
all those years ago. After checking out the kittiwake 
colony on the muddy cliff we set off across the sound 
to St Agnes and 'Pamela P'. 

Boats were soon loaded and by 3.30 we were 
cruising our way back to the mainland. 

After sighting basking sharks again off 
Lamorna we were back in Penzance Harbour 
by 6.30. What a weekend! The serious sea 
kayakers, the nippy, play in the rocks 
slalomers, and the more sedate paddlers all 
found what they were looking for on the 
islands. 
The boat, 'Pamela P' was made for the job. 
Fred picked us up or drop us off wherever we 
wanted. The wheelhouse roof swallowed up 
the kayaks. All twelve of us sat sociably 
around the table on the deck for meals. 
Should the weather have been less than 
perfect the wheelhouse is huge with plenty of 
seating. Cups of tea, biscuits and cake were 
provided at regular intervals and the full size 
cooker and fridge made breakfast catering 
easy. The boat can sleep up to 12 passengers 
plus the skipper and mate. The 
accommodation is cleverly arranged in the 
wheelhouse, the hulls and under the foredeck. 
You did need a rucksack mentality and keep 
kit to the minimum but, on our trip of ten 
passengers and two crew, all found their 
sleeping quarters very adequate. • 
Pat Buckingham 

Page 44 



TO ADVERTISE CALL: 01480 465081 www.canoefocus.co.uk 

Worcestershire's Largest Supplier of Canoes & Kayaks 

CDIU98JmO111ctffBrnm0G1ID 
.O.tttLJi!Jil.lJ.4.43.1 , 

~ 

whhewater sh on tons open canoes tooling 
,. . 

v.. - - - 

NlW,RlllY 
COMPREHENSM ONUNE STORE 

Earn points tor everv £ vou spend 

www.bearcreekadVellblre.co.uk 
Hobden Hall Industrial Estate, Shaw Lane, Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire. B60 4DU 

Tel: 08700 508203 info@bearcreekadventure.co.uk 

•

.. Sea&Surf 
Bitchin 

Coaching 
Trips & Tours 
Expeditions 

Improve your paddling with 
TYF Adventure in the 
Pembrokeshire Coast 
National Park and access 
first class sea & surf 
kayaking or come 
play 'The Bitches' 

BURTECH 
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From Wales 
to whales 
I've found from my experience of 
paddling that there are different 
fragments which fall under the loose 
headings of 'canoeing' and 
'kayaking' which tend to be quite 
individual. Take whitewater for 
instance. Those guys that regularly 
paddle rivers where you can't see in 
front of you, rarely seem to divulge 
into open boating or sea kayaking. 
That would be sacrilege. 

It does seem that a lot of paddlers 
stick to their discipline or so I have 
found to date from my experience 
being in and around the whitewater 
scene. However, it is only recently that 
I have discovered that there are 
different sides of the same dice. 

At the end of June I decided to make my 
merry way from the white waters of 
Norfolk, to Canada, if nothing else to 
decide what I want to do with my life. 

Now Canada, or what I've seen of it, 
namely Vancouver and the surrounding 
area, is beautiful. Here I hooked up 
with an old friend from an old canoe 
club who happens to be a sea kayak 
guide out here. Smelling something 
was in the air, I was soon approached 
to help guide on an expedition. 

Sea kayaking? Surely not. Whitewater 
boaters don't do that, let alone admit 
to it! I thought about it and although I 
had by that stage never even touched 
a sea kayak, decided to take Georgia 
up on her offer. 

We went to Johnstone Strait, at the 
North of Vancouver Island ( a gorgeous 
place to relax if ever you're in the area) 
with five clients who'd paid good money 
to do the whole lot; paddle, camp, sight­ 
see, and have us cook for them. The trip 
itself was really pleasant, but also a 
unique experience. Having never 
paddled a sea kayak before, I spent all 
week steering a double (which built up 
the leg muscles!) and giving my fellow 
paddler confidence, of which I didn't 
have much more. Paddling around the 
islands, inlets, and through the strait, 
the trip was more about the sights and 
experience than the paddling. And that's 
when it clicked; that paddling is not just 
about paddling but an alternative mode 
of transport to enable you to look, 
explore, and just get out there. 

I forgot about the technicalities of 
paddling, that became second nature. 

DETAILS 

Email: peter@canoefocus.co.uk 
Post: Canoe Focus Letters, 49 Greenfields, St Ives, Cambs PE27 SHB 

What was the real deal was to slow up 
whenever you chose and take in the 
beauty around you; miles of uninhabited 
forests full of nature and wildlife. I didn't 
need an eddy to break out into, or a 
stopper to show-off in. I had bald eagles, 
dolphins, jumping salmon, and killer 
whales. And when a killer whale pops up 
five feet behind your boat, nothing 
comes near. 

The main wow factor of the trip was 
the whales; why get ripped-off on a 
sightseeing tour when you can paddle 
and be in and around them? We had 
various sightings, but the most 
poignant moment was one morning, 
when just setting out in the strait, we 
saw a group of three Orea whales 
coming down the straight. Then two 
more, then three more ... hold on a 
minute ... 

We moved to the centre of the strait 
and just held tight whilst over ten 
whales, in their little groups, swam 
past us. I forgot all about ferry-gliding 
and cart-wheeling, and thought only 
about what I was experiencing. 

That for me was the key to 
understanding your paddling. It's fine 
sticking to the Tryweryn on a Saturday 
afternoon, but to try something different 
and diverse gives you a broader 
understanding of not only your own 
paddling but paddling in general. You 
have more respect and appreciation of 
those who choose to sea kayak, or open­ 
boat, or race. They might be as happy as 
Larry, but trying different disciplines of 
the same sport really helps you see the 
bigger picture, and realise that 
ultimately the main aim is simply to 
enjoy yourself and have a good time. 
The more you know about your subject, 
the greater the rewards and sense of 
satisfaction will be. 

The trip ended with seven satisfied and 
happy people. The five clients seemed to 
really enjoy themselves and made me 
feel better knowing I was a part of that. I 
may do another trip, I may not. I take 
nothing back from our voyage but for me 
it's on to pastures new. I think I may try 
some Grade 4's over here, but I know 
one thing; that the next time I'm playing 
in a wave, I'll pay a bit more attention to 
what's around it. Happy paddling. 
Steve Hatch 

A few more 
thoughts on 
Homo kayakien 
If you have enough kayaks/canoes in 
your garden you don't need to do 
any gardening because nothing 
grows. The open canoe propped up 
on our climbing frame offers a refuge 
for the cats when soggy teenagers 
invade the house, the dozen or so 
sticks with upside down boots on 
them offers a refuge for the snails 
and the picnic table makes an ideal 
drying area when we have more 
boots than sticks. 
Our VW camper, with bits of living 
room carpet wrapped round the roof 
rack bars (we chose the carpet. to co­ 
ordinate with the van!), parked on the 
drive has been a boon as it offers a 
'spare' room for storing kit, coffee­ 
making facilities for when you get off 
the water and doubles as a changing 
room for the scouts, but never, 
strangely, for me. It is on the drive 
because the garage is not only full of 
canoeing gear but also a very handy 
trailer. This was well worth getting as 
it comes in useful not only for the 
extra boats we take with us 'just in 
case' but as a handy drying rack whilst 
away from home. 

By the way, don't knock the Simpsons 
they taught my boys to gut fish, 'knife in 
guts out' and to appreciate Gilbert and 
Sullivan. Eastenders is occasionally 
tolerated so Brian and I can point out to 
the boys where we met, canoeing of 
course. The design of my engagement 
ring was chosen so it wouldn't scratch 
the gel coat on the boats (those were 
the days, fibreglass boats) 

The first thing we did when we moved 
into our house was to take the carpet 
up in the hall so we had a carpetless 
through route from the front into the 
back garden. Apart from all the tut 
mentioned in your letter, which we 
have in abundance we also climb. It is 
so much easier to Prussic UP. the 
stairwell than it is to walk and mum 
can't really complain as she set it up. 
Our neighbours are used to seeing 
processions of boys trooping down to 

the canal and often help the smaller 
ones carry their boats, and, yes, some 
of them have ended up coming on the 
water with us! So, Melanie see you on 
the D,X,Y ? 
Anne Biffin 

Restoration 
Before Rotomoulded playboats there 
was ... wood and canvas kayaks. 

Are there any enthusiasts in the north of 
England who still make time to keep 
wood and canvas kayaks on the water. I 
have the frames of a PBKlO and 
Moonraker K2. Anyone out there who 
may be interested in restoring the above? 
Open to offers. Contact M.A Heslop, 
The Vicarage, Kettlewell. BD23 SQU. 
Tel 01756 760237. Before 31st 
March please. 

canine friends 
Dear BCU members, I am a level 4 
coach and BCU member serving as a 
Royal Marine Troop Sergeant in 
southern Afghanistan at the moment. 
No rivers - no kayaks - nightmares all 
round. Right now I am in one of the 
district compounds in the Taliban 
stronghold of Nowzad - it makes for 
interesting nightlife .. 

Where we are there are loads of stray 
dogs which have been abandoned by 
their owners due to the fighting. They 
are severely mistreated, (one had his 
ears cut off by the Taliban, all are 
starving and in poor health). 

We have adopted three of them and I 
am now trying to raise money to get 
them looked after at an animal welfare 
centre in Kabul before hopefully starting 
a new life in the UK. We have had to 
build them a bomb shelter until I can get 
them out safely. Could I please ask that 
any dog loving BCU members consider 
donating, no matter how small, to help 
save these dogs badly in need. I will 
write a small article as soon I get back 
to semi-civilisation. 

Any cheques should be made payable to 
'Nowzad Dogs' c/o Sgt Farthing RM, K 
COY, 42 cdo RM, BFPO 792. I intend to 
do some kayak based charity event on 
my return to the real world next April. 

Seriously missing my Prozone and any 
form of paddleable rivers! 

Thanks for your time 
Paul 'Penny' Farthing 

Buy and sell your second hand boats on line with our 
FREE e classifieds service WWW.brookbankcanoeS.CO.Uk 
MEMBERS CLASSIFIEDS 

Please send to peter@canoefocus.co.uk or by post with BCU membership 
number to: Canoe Focus, Members Classified, 49 Greenfields, St Ives, 
Cambs PE27 5HB. ADVERTS CANNOT BE TAKEN OVER THE PHONE 
Ads are posted on www.canoefocus.co.uk. It would be of great benefit to 

us and to the readers if sellers advise us when their items have been sold 
on the web. Alternatively, members can post, amend and cancel their own 
ads on the new BCU website. You will need a password which the BCU will 
email to you. 

Second Hand Boats ··········.aswatersports.co.uk 
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TAllORED T 0 Y O I R NEEDS 
Kayaking Adventures: UK or Abroad. 

Individual & Group Bookings. 
Austrian Alpine Kayak guided trips made easy. 
North Wales Coaching for all abilities 
River guiding on any river of your ability, world wide. 
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THE TWO KAYAK WIDE - trailer builder 
TRAILERS 
From 1 - 5 layers high 
( 2 - 10 kayaks) 

FOUR POSTER (From 1 • 4 layers - up to 6 
kayaks or 2 Open Canadians can fit on each layer) 

~ 
The 6 trailers 
shown here • 
are just a few 3 fayer - Open box, drop tail & PVC 
of the options cove< 
available. 
Each trailer is 
built to suit 
the customers 
requirements. 
Full details in 
the brochure 

THREE KAYAK WIDE TRAILER 
max 7 high 
(21 kayaks) 

15 kayak model 
with the aluminium 
Keepsafe 

All boxes optional - GRP. Mesh 
& Aluminium boxes are lockable 

THE MARK FOUR One Design 
(6 kayaks or 2 Canadians per layer 

4 tayers) 

All models include lights & jockey wheel 
All trailers are hot dipped galvanised 

Full range of accessories 
~-z_~·ncluding Security Wheel Clamps eJ For free brochure 
J Number Plates & Straps • . • 

Mail order or collect direct price llst & friendly 
'>f professional service 

,t..r~, Call 023 92 464176 
~ ~ 254A Havant Road Hayling Island Fax 023 92 463069 

I~ Hampshire PO11 0LW www.hayl1ngtra1lers.co.uk 

optional GRP 
'Geerbox ' 
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COMPETITION 

10-12 Nov '06 
The 2006 European Whitewater 
Bellboat Champions team 
Helm: Kevin Ellis 
Bow Pair: Jamie Cole, 

Ron Dains 
2nd Row Pair: Jason Nicholls, 

Jo Ellis 
3rd Row Pair: Suzanne Radford, 

Sydney Storey 
Stern Paid: Michelle Smith, 

Christine Storey 
Support Crew: John Bearman, 

Graham Storey 

1¥1·1·11\ TH IS 
Loughborough 
retain crown 
The weekend of November 11· 
12 saw the BUSA White Water 
Racing Championships on the 
River Washburn, N. Yorkshire. 
The Men's Kl saw a close fight for 
the top two spots between Jamie 
Oughton who was beaten by just 
two seconds by Jonathan 
Schofield. Jonathan was the big 
winner of the weekend collecting a 
haul of four gold medals. The 
Women's Kl was won by Gillian 
Mara. 
In the Cl Joanne Mackin was the 
clear winner with Darren Broderick 
taking the silver and Rich Gould 
the bronze, whilst the C2 saw 
Loughborough take the top two 
places with Durham snatching the 
bronze and stopping a 
Loughborough clean sweep. 
The Men's Kl team event was 
won by the Loughborough trio 
with Nottingham's Nicola Burrell, 
Hannah Bailey and Julie Bright 
taking the gold in the womens. 
In the final BUSA event of the 
weekend, the mixed team of 
Loughborough's Schofield along 
with Robin Vasey and Women's 
Kl winner Gillian Mara paddled 
home over a minute and a half 
ahead of the second placed 
Manchester team. 
The overall team championship 
saw Loughborough take the 
trophy for the second year in a 
row with a massive 267 points. 
The runners-up were Newcastle 
with 146 and Durham took the 
third place with 110. 

European Whitewater 
Bellboat Champs - a new title 
(Or, in other words, Whitewater bellboating, French Style) 

A team of 11 of us travelled to the South of 
France to compete in the 22nd Marathon 
International des Gorges de l'Ardeche - 
nothing unusual in that, you say, except 
we decided to compete in a bellboat. 

The event is split into two races: The Marathon, which 
covers 32km of the gorge, is for conventional racing craft (K1, 
K2, K4 and C1, C2 and C4) and The Challenge, which covers 
24km from Vallon Pont d'Arc to St Martin. The challenge is for 
more unusual craft, such as the traditional Ardeche boats, 
outrigger canoes and this year, (we believe) for the first time 
ever, a British bellboat. 

The idea of taking a bellboat on moving water was first 
conceived by Kevin Ellis, centre manager at the Royal Victoria 
Dock Watersports Centre in east London. He was a crew 
member of the winning boat at the first National Bell boat 
Championships at Holme Pierrepoint in Nottingham in 1999 
and helmed the defending champions to victory in 2000. 
Kevin read about the marathon on the internet this year and 
after a few phone calls, we decided, it had to be done! 

Our team of eight paddlers and one helm have 156 years 
of canoeing experience between them and all but two have 
some coaching qualifications. We were lucky enough to have 
a great support crew in John Bearman and Graham Storey, 
who took the bellboat out to France by road, so that we 
could fly out for the weekend. 

The start of the challenge race was bedlam, with 87 
boats all trying to get through the Arch at once. We had to 
watch our hands didn't get trapped or smacked with paddles 
as boats bumped one another in the rush to get a good start. 

The first big rapid we encountered was Pas de Mousse, 
(also known as Les Trois Eaux) and we were pleased and 
relieved when the bellboat went down it without any 
problems at all. We even managed to shoot the main fall, 
rather than the chicken chute that runs river right! 

We negotiated the next few rapids without problems and 
were beginning to think that we might survive the whole 
race without problems when we had our first drama. We hit a 
submerged rock in the middle of the river and the whole boat 
stopped dead! Most of us suffered bruised shins as we slid 
forward and crashed into the seats in front of us. Fortunately, 
the water was really cold, so first aid consisted of dangling 
your leg in the water until the pain and swelling subsided. 

We carried on, determined to keep a better eye out for 
submerged rocks. Our next problem arose when we came to 
a wide open rapid, with large standing waves. The force of 
the water knocked the bow pair, Jamie Cole and Ron Dains, 
off their seats into the laps of the second pair, Jason Nicholls 
and I. We kept the boat upright but took on so much water, 
that we had no option to stop and empty it. Emptying the 
boat took longer than we hoped, since we hadn't tied the 
balers into the boat and had to improvise with canoeing 
helmets and water bottles. This added about half an hour to 
our time and pushed us well down the field. We got cold too, 
after our unplanned swim, so we put on a good burst of 
speed to warm ourselves up again. 

We were still going really well when we had our next 
drama. A K2 cut inside us on a right handed rapid; we 

stopped paddling, just for a second, surprised and caught 
unawares by the boat and we lost some momentum. That 
was enough for the bell boat to get spun out into the eddy 
and we found ourselves doing what we think was probably 
the first ever break out in a Bell boat. Unfortunately the front 
of the starboard hull sustained some damage when we hit a 
rock, but it wasn't enough to prevent us from continuing and 
mastering our next lesson - breaking back in! 

As we reached the last rapid, we all relaxed, confident 
that having survived the rapids, only some serious straight 
line paddling lay between us and the finish. Lots of people 
turned out to watch the race from the gorge path, that runs 
along the river and their cheers of encouragement were very 
much appreciated. 

We managed to find the energy to sprint the last 1 00m 
to the finish, where we stopped in the zone allocated to C9's 
and cracked open two bottles of champagne that we have 
carried with us in a dry bag. We finished 81 st out of 87 boats 
in our class, but had we not lost so much time emptying the 
boat, we would have achieved our target time of two and a 
half hours and come around 60th. 

The organisers provided packed lunches and hot drinks and 
we spent time looking at the exhibits, and viewing the 
photographs taken before attending the prize giving ceremony. 

We spent the journey home talking about the 
modifications we might make next year, which will definitely 
have to include a spray deck of some sort, but we have 
already decided that we will be there. In the meantime, we 
are claiming the title 'European Whitewater Bell boat 
Champions'. We might even have some challengers next year 
- we think we might just have started something. For now, 
we are content with the fact that we went, competed and 
survived! No matter who else takes part or how fast their 
time - we were the first! • 
Kevin Ellis 
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