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Paul Owen 
Chief Executive 

BCU Membership 
At the close of the BCU year, I am pleased to report that 
the numbers of BCU members has again increased. 
Individual membership in England has grown to a record 
21,861. Scotland and Wales report growth over the last 
year leaving BCU individual membership at just over 
26,000 and the total of BCU members, including club 
members at just under 48,000. 

World Canoe Surf 
Champion 
This news came too late for the last Canoe Focus but I must 
offer congratulations to Simon Hammond, who won the World 
Surf Kayak Championships. This is an excellent result, well 
done Simon. 

Community Club 
Development Programme 
The BCU have been awarded £1.216m to develop its 
'Community Club Development Programme'. 

The money will go towards supporting an initial 14 clubs 
from a portfolio of 20. The selection of clubs has been made 
after all clubs were invited to submit applications under the 
scheme and the successful applicants will have demonstrated 
their commitment to the BCU's strategic objectives of: 
• Paddler focus 
• International success 
• Raising the profile of padd\esport. 

As well as contributing to the priority areas of: 
• People with a disability 
• Women and girls 
• People from ethnic minority backgrounds 

In summary, we believe that the portfolio will support our 
vision to: 

"Enable our members, partner organisations and the 
wider paddling community the best available opportunity to 
achieve their potential in all aspects of paddlesport" 

The funding will enable clubs to develop better facilities 
from new clubhouses to improvements with existing premises. 
It will help raise the profile of our sport and attract more 
paddlers and members from a wide range of the community. 
Our thanks go to the volunteers within the clubs, without who, 
these developments would not be possible and to Sport 
England for having the faith to back our proposals. 

World Anti Doping Agency 
A recent meeting of the \CF board of directors agreed to adopt 
the new WADA anti doping code. The decision of the !CF Board 
will bring about the introduction of new WADA compliant doping 
rules in time for the 2004 Olympic Games. Based on the 
current \CF timescales, the BCU would anticipate new 
procedure being in place by the end of May 2004. 

2006 Wild Water Racing 
World Championships 
The BCU has been awarded the 2006 Wildwater Racing World 
Championships. Planned to take place at Bala in North 
Wales, the spiritual home of whitewater canoeing. The event 
will follow on from the successful 2002 Junior World 
Championships at the same venue. 

Top ten UK sports 
At a meeting in late October the Secretary of State for Culture, 
Media and Sport, Tessa Jowell, announced that there would be 
ten key UK sports who will continue to enjoy infrastructure 
support at a 'British' level. We are pleased to confirm that 
canoeing is amongst these sports. The home country sports 
councils will shortly be making further announcements 
concerning the national sports for England, Wales, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland. These will join the ten UK sports as the 
key sports to enjoy support from the sports councils. 

Modernisation 
Modernisation is the current buzzword in sport linking the 
commitment to sports to the need for sports governing bodies 
to be fit for purpose and fit to take on board greater 
responsibilities and greater autonomy. The BCU is well 
advanced with this work which recognises that structures and 
procedures once acceptable in a completely voluntary 
environment, are no longer appropriate. 

The Government, through the sports councils, are 
insistent that public funds can only be invested against 
measurable outcomes and that decisions concerning the 
investment of these funds can only be taken by those 
appointed because of their expertise for the purpose. In the 
case of the BCU, this will need to be a mixture of both 
volunteers and paid staff. The important thing will be for us to 
ensure that these appointments are made on a competency 
basis and that the procedure for making appointments 
remains accountable. 

International Canoe 
Exhibition 
After the success of 2003, the International Canoe Exhibition 
will again be held alongside the Outdoors Show at the NEC 
from 2nd - 4th April 2004. The exhibition which is already 
sold out to the trade, will include the Merrell Kayak 
Experience with the Peak UK indoor freestyle event using the 
Wave Box, plus features on both the indoor pool and outdoor 
lake. Tickets for the UK's premier show for canoeing and the 
outdoors are available at a special BCU member's price of 
two for £16.00. They are available from the ticket hotline on 
0870 010 9086 and please quote BCU. 

In January 2004, for the first time, the BCU will be 
exhibiting at the London Boat Show. The exhibition starts at 
Excel on the 9th January and finishes on the 18th January. 
This exhibition is important to the BCU raising our profile in a 
different arena. 

Nominations 
The BCU AGM on 6th 
March 2004 will consider 
nominations for Treasurer 
and two English 
Councillors. Nomination 
forms are available from 
Vera Whalley at the BCU 
office. Completed forms 
must be returned before 
31st December 2003. 

And finally 
Happy Christmas and a 
successful New Year to 
all BCU members 
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Bliss-Stick kayaks 
available in the UK 
Bliss-Stick Kayaks have gained a global reputation for there fantastic 
Whitewater range. Forgiving rails combined with the latest top end design 
features mean that no matter what level you are at a Bliss-Stick kayak will 
enable you to reach the next level. Available in very small numbers from our 
exclusive dealer network at a price that will please, you can choose from 
Kayak Weight Range Retail Type 
Slick-Stick 50- 70kg £699 Freeride (Freestyle, River play) 
Flip-Stick 65- 90kg £599 Freeride (Freestyle, River play, River Run) 
R.A.D. 185 70-110kg £699 Freeride (Freestyle, River play, River Run) 
Huka 60-100kg £699 Creek (River Run) 

For more information on these kayaks, dealers and Bliss-Stick visit the all new 
website at www.bliss-stick.com 

Freeriderclothing.com launch 

.~ Freer Ide rc1oh1n9.coM 

Freeriderclothing.com is a Launching a unique clothing brand aimed directly at the kayaking community. 
Produced in small numbers for those who want to wear something a little special. Based and made in the 
UK, Freerider is all about the kayaking lifestyle, big drops, cool waves, expeditions and competitions. Pay 
a visit to the website, meet the team, enjoy the downloads and see the Freerider Project in action. 
www.freeriderclothing.com sales@freeriderclothing.com 

Download your 
favourite 

Thames Guide 
online 

Why wait for the post 
when you can simply 

download your favourite 
guide to the non-tidal 

Thames online at 
www.visitthames.co.uk? 

As navigation authority for 
the non-tidal River 

Thames, the Environment 
Agency wants to make it 
as easy as possible for 
you to find out all you 

need to know about the 
river. So now you can 

read the Agency's most 
popular leaflets such as 
Hiring a Boat, Camping 

on the River Thames, Tips 
for Visiting Boaters, Lock 
and Weir Fishing and the 

new series of Out and 
About Guides at the click 

of a mouse. 
And that is not all - plans 
are also underway to add 
several new sections to 
visitthames.co.uk over 

the next few months such 
as recommended days 
out on the river, news 

stories and feature 
highlights. 

To get your free leaflets 
and to order the Out 

and About Guides 
(which carry a charge) 

call the Thames 
Information Line on 

0845 601 5336. 

Lock keeper retires 
Lock keeper Brian Webb opened and closed the lock 
gates of Hurley for the final time on Tuesday, September 
30, after dedicating 45 years of his life to the River 
Thames. He began on the river as the youngest lock 
keeper and retired last month as the most senior. 

During his time on the Thames Brian helped Hurley 
Rodeo become renowned worldwide as an international white 
water canoeing event. Together with his wife Shirley, he cared 
for more than 100 foster children as well as raising four of 
their own, and in 2001 he received an MBE from the Queen 
for his services to the water industry. 

Looking back over his 45 years Brian said: "I have many 
wonderful memories of the Thames and I am of course a little 
sad to be leaving. I have met some first class people. It's been a 
lovely place to work and I've often felt quite amazed to be paid 
to do a job I love so much. Of course one of the highlights has 
been receiving an MBE and meeting the Queen but I've also met 
a lot of wonderful people who I shall never forget." 

Brian has now moved to Caversham, where he says he 
will "continue enjoying life and fostering children". 

Gay Arnold is the new lock keeper at Hurley. 

Increase coaching skills 
Fife Canoeing Activities Group has recently been 
awarded a lottery grant of £4,932 from "Awards For All", 
to enable it to increase its coaching skills and to 
purchase new equipment. 

The club will be able finance their existing coaches to attend 

further training courses and to introduce club members into the 
coaching scheme, purchase club wetsuits and wet shoes for the 
first time, renew cagoules and paddles, and purchase safety 
equipment, including throw lines, slings and karabiners, first aid 
kits, survival bags and a group shelter. 

The club meets on Tuesday evenings at the Fife Institute 
swimming pool in Glenrothes, is involved in canoe polo and 
slalom competitions and organises a full calendar of activities 
to suit all abilities and interests most weekends, including 
river trips and loch sessions. 

Anyone interested in joining the club or to obtain 
more information, should contact Douglas Paton on 
01592 744436. Pie: Club members modelling some of 
the new equipment, before a training session. 

Peter Hanover Fund 
Awards 
Aim: The fund will be used to develop the slalom 
competition skills of young persons in the J.16 age 
group or younger, living in the BCU North or BCU Yorks 
regions. 

Awards: The awards will be made at the discretion of the 
fund trustees, using the following criteria: 
• Applications will be considered from eligible young people 

who will access slalom coaching in the next year, which is 
not subsidised from other sources. 

• Applications will be considered from qualified BCU. 
coaches who will provide slalom coaching for eligible 
young people in the next year, which is not subsidised 
from other sources. 
Awards will be made annually and applications should be 

submitted before December 1st. The size of the award will be 
decided by the trustees. Recipients will be expected to report 
on their progress and use of the award before Dec 1st in the 
next year. Decisions on award allocation will be made by Jan 
31st. Further details and an application form can be 
found on the Tees K.C. website: www.teeskc.co.uk 

Applications giving details such as age, current ranking 
and outline of winter training plans should be made in writing 
to: Peter Hanover Fund, c/o. Don Raspin, 28 Cotswold 
Drive, Skelton, Cleveland. TS12 2JN. 
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Paul 'Cheesy' 
Robertson joins 

Palm staff 
Palm Equipment 
International has 

announced that Paul 
Robertson has joined the 
company as a member of 
full time staff. He will be in 
charge of marketing and 

brand development for the 
Palm, Dagger and Islander 

brands. 
As a paddler, Cheese 

needs little introduction, 
having achieved numerous 

successes in freestyle 
competition around the 
world, including winning 
two golds and a silver at 

world championship level, 
as well as four GB titles. 
Having paddled for Palm 
for the last six years, they 

have developed a close 
relationship with him, 

especially over product 
feedback and testing new 
ideas. With new products 
for 2004 just around the 

corner from both Palm and 
Dagger, he will be 

responsible for letting 
everyone know what's new 
and happening from Palm, 

as well as getting to 
events, so people can try 
the gear and looking after 

the team. 

Quality is assured 
The ODCC has quality assured the club by obtaining the 
Adventure Activities Licence, British Canoe Union Centre 
Recognition and Welsh Tourist Board Approval, this was 
made possible by a grant from Shropshire community 
council. ODCC is one of the first canoe clubs in the UK 
to obtain these three quality assurances. The aim being 
to assure parents, teachers, youth leaders and 
interested adults that voluntary clubs can be as safe as 
an outdoor centre. Canoeing is an assumed risk activity 
and users of canoeing providers canoeing should check 
that basic issues like, qualified coaches are used, 
lifejackets are provided, a risk assessment has taken 
place and the venue is suitable for the level of 
experience of the participant. 

The club has an open door policy to membership and 
positively welcomes new persons to paddlesport, all 
participants should be able to swim for safety reasons, 
normally our type of tours on canals, lakes, rivers and 
estuaries do not involve getting wet, the purpose being to 
enjoy the journey. Pool courses are operated over the winter, 
there will be two before Christmas and two after before Easter 
of about six sessions each, these are held at Rhyn Park 
School Pool on Thursdays from 7 to 8 pm, to book telephone 
the club coach Dave Hart. Tours take place all year, the venue 
chosen by the coach to suit the weather and the group's 
ability. If you would like details telephone Dave Hart on 
01691 659 280. 

Protect your ears ... 
Winter is coming, so what 
better time to consider the 
new way of protecting your 
ears against the effects of 
cold water and surfers ear 
with SurfMuffrM from 
KayakSportUK.com. 

What is surfers ear? 
It's a bony growth that closes the ear canal and is caused by 
prolonged exposure to cold, wet, windy conditions. Without 
protection, surfer's ear can progress to a point that requires 
surgery. The procedure is expensive and painful. Bone growth 
after surgery tends to be faster than before, causing some 
surfers to require multiple surgeries on the same ear over a 
lifetime of exposure. Most agree, prevention is the best 

approach to managing surfers ear. 
SurfMuff'" protects the ear by insulating the entire outer 

ear and ear canal. The neoprene cover resists "injections" of 
cold water. When water does seep in, it readily drains allowing 
the ear to return to a tropical temperature. Since nothing 
plugs into the ear canal, hearing is substantially unimpaired. 
Choose SurfMuff'" for 
• Simple, cheap, effective protection (& it lets you hear) 
• Patented neoprene headband keeps ears warm & 

protects against wind-chill 
• Auditory portals improve hearing 
• Adjustable velcro fastener & chinstrap (fits all size heads) 
• You can even wear SurfMuff'" Over earplugs for added 

protection 
SurfMuff'" is a new product in the UK and is available for 

£7.95 +P&P from our online shop on www.kayaksportuk.com 
or email paul@kayaksportuk.com 

'Sea kayaking' one of the 
highest lakes in the world 
A stunning expanse of shimmering blue water, surrounded 
by vast Andean peaks, Lake Titicaca is home to the fierce 
and unconquered Aymara Indians, who even to this day, 
speak their very own dialect, dress in their colourful 
traditional costumes and celebrate their very own fiestas. 
We have four glorious days sea kayaking on its blue 
waters visiting the famous floating reed islands and the 
beautiful Taquile and Amantani Islands. 

This combined with trekking the famous Inca Trail to the 
lost city of the Incas, Machu Picchu, has to be the 'must do' 
Peru trip for 2004. Adventure Whitewater still have a few 
spaces on their Mellow Morocco kayakers trip in March and 
their Morocco Kayak Clinic for beginners in April. 

For further information please contact Adventure 
Whitewater Tel 0870 443 0240 info@adventure­ 
whitewater.com www.adventure-whitewater.com 

Helen's rolling along 
Helen Bame's new car 
sponsor is the 'Co-op Motor 
Group'. They have given her 
a Flat Selcento and created 
a picture of Helen doing 
her rolling record on the 
back. Helen is also 
sponsored by Paddlesport 
for her Kinetics 'streamlite' 
paddles which she thinks 
are fantastic. Helen who Is 
coached by Nell Buckley, Is 
ranked 5th In Great Britain 
for Canoe Slalom and has 
an entry in the 2003 
Guinness Book of Records 
as 'World Eskimo Rolling 
Champion'. 

Jubilee Waterside Centre 
The Jubilee Waterside Centre (an AALA provider), has re­ 
opened after a £3 million rebuild, funded by Sport 
England, Kings Cross Partnership, Camden Leisure 
Department and many other charitable funders. 

The new centre has a new boat storage area with direct 
access onto the water, a climbing wall, a gym, cafe area, 
classrooms and a community hall. With the vastly improved 

facilities our outline program is as follows: 
Schools Program - is a National Curriculum based 
program, aimed at the needs of the group, prepared 
in consultation with teachers, to meet the outcomes 
required. A record is kept of each session so that 
progress can be measured. 
After Schools Program - a mixture of funded and 
open sessions, giving young people access to 
activities outside of school time. These sessions are 
also used to develop personal skills, encourage 
progression and identify elite athletes for further 
development. 
Local Youth Program - to meet the needs of the 
local community, providing a structured activity 
program. 
Adult User Access - to encourage adults to take part 
in physical activities through access to beginner 
sessions and courses. To continue to take part in sport 
with access to instructors and improver courses. 
For those interested in competition we provide a 
Central London base for training. This is our initial 
setting up program and runs alongside our off site 
work including; training and assessment for Duke of 
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Edinburgh Award Scheme expeditions at all levels, residential 
experiences offered around the UK for young people from a 
variety of backgrounds ahd needs. 

If individuals and groups would like to find out more 
contact: 020 7387 2367 info@jubilee-centre.org.uk. Or 
visit our website for further information: www.jubilee­ 
centre.org.uk 

Canoeists pledge to work 
with nature 
The British Canoe Union (Canoe England) has signed a 
memorandum of understanding with the Government's 
wildlife agency, English Nature. This is based on a 
common understanding that canoeing relies on, and 
needs the use of rivers and other open waters that may 
be important to wildlife and nature conservation. 

The memorandum recognises the enjoyment and 
appreciation of nature that recreational canoeing can give 
and the need for special care to be taken in sensitive lakes 
and rivers. The BCU promotes environmental awareness among 
its members, and its Code of Conduct stresses the need for 
canoeists to avoid environmental damage and disturbance to 
wildlife. Where more organised or intensive activities might affect 
a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) or a nature reserve, 
canoeists are expected to contact English Nature in advance. 

Sir Martin Doughty, Chair of English Nature, said: "Many 
recreational activities have the potential for conflict with 
nature conservation, I am delighted Canoe England are 
committed to ensuring that its members appreciate and enjoy 
nature to the full." 

Paul Owen, Chief Executive of the British Canoe Union, 

kinetic style 
Streamlyte Performance 
Blades have introduced a 
new blade to their "Stix 
Range" of paddles. The 
"PlayStix" is a kinetic style 
blade for the freestyle 
paddler at an affordable 
price. It allows power and 
support strokes to be 
made closer to the boat 
for those quick action 
rotational moves, without 
fluttering of the blade. This 
will complement the 
existing blades range of 
the RiverStix and TrickStix. 

The blades come in three grades of nylon: Long Fibre (LF) for centre and club 
use, in RiverStix and TrickStix. Nylon 12(N12) for all round white water use in 
TrickStix and PlayStix and Nylon Carbon (NYCARB), a real stiff blade for the hard­ 
core white water use in TrickStix and PlayStix 

Blades are made to your requirements of left/right hand, length and feather 
angle Prices; LF Blades on HDG shaft £79-00 RRP. N12 Blades on SC shaft 
£109-00 RRP. NYCARB Blades on CXT shaft £189-00 RRP 

Paddle Sport: Tel: +44 (0) 1926 640573 streamlyte@paddlesport.co.uk 

said: "The British Canoe Union welcomes this agreement 
underlining the organisations commitment to nature 
conservation and recognising the unique role that the canoe 
can have in peaceful and unobtrusive access to the water, 
environment and the countryside." 

Introducing the range 
1 K104 Whitewater Regular 

Standard £110 Super Light £145 
2 K104 Whitewater Asymmetric 

Standard £110 Super Light £145 
3 K104 Whitewater Side Kick 

Standard £120 Super Light £155 
4 K106 Racing 

Standard £105 Super Light £140 
5 K108 Sea Tour 

Standard £105 Super Light £140 
www.ainsworthpaddles.net 

Tel: 0208 898 4839 
Email: ainsworth.uk@virgin.net 
l!I rea ~ 111 
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Ron Rymer was until his very sad recent death 
a life member of West Yorks canoe club and, 
at the ripe young age of 80, still deputy chair 
of the BCU Yorkshire Region. Ron was one of 
those people who absolutely make the world a 
better place - albeit while doing so, also drive 
some people absolutely potty! No one seems 
to quite know when exactly Ron started 
canoeing, other than that it was a very long 
time ago. He gave some clue to this by 
enjoying answering the phone to paddlers 
with just his (very early) BCU number - 447 ! 

Ron came into our lives at West Yorkshire canoe Club back in 1969 - when I 
well remember a somewhat zany chicken farmer arriving at the baths and offering to 
trade cracked eggs for membership! - Ron's club membership application dated 
17th January 1969 discloses his passion for coaching and canoe touring, and 
boasts ownership of Tyne and home built (canvas) canoes. Ron quickly became and 
continued to be an important part not just of West Yorks CC, but of the regional and 
national BCU, serving for many years on the regional exec. and coaching and 
access committees - and not least being a member of BCU Council from 1980 to 
circa1992 . He was also Local Access Officer for the River Ouse for over 30 years! 

Ron was very active in pushing for better things for paddlers ! He was for 
example a founder and very influential member of the canoeists action group CAG, 
which had as its major aims the building of the Holme Pierpoint white water course, 
moving the headquarters of the BCU to Nottingham, and free access to rivers for all 
! Ron and CAG only failed (so far!) on the last policy ! At about the same time Ron 
was also a leading member of CRACK - the Campaign for River Access for Canoes 
and Kayaks - many of whos ideas are now likely to be adopted by the BCU. 

He had - and just had to share - a real passion for life. As early as 1970 Ron 
was joining a WYCC trip to Spain and the Rio Noguerra Pallaresa - from where he 
never looked back in his love of paddling abroad - spending holidays paddling in 
Spain, France, Austria, Italy, Norway and Canada and, in 1986, joining and enjoying 
an expedition to Iceland with WYCC. Partly as a result of early trips to Spain, he 
developed an 'unholy' relationship with Brian Churchill, Paul Rea and a crowd of 
other reprobates from Proteus canoe club - and that started a thirty plus year 
relationship involving paddling and alcohol! Most of all Ron enjoyed paddling in 
good company and all that went with it - particularly if it involved a pint of 'sludge' 
and a chat in the local hostelry! In the early years he tried slalom, but could never 
quite remember which way to go!, and finally settled for white water touring and 
most importantly - coaching and particularly introducing newcomers to the sport. 

Ron coached canoeing at club and regional level, and also taught and 
introduced to the sport many paddlers from educational establishments. After his 
retirement from farming, Ron really became a full time paddler and canoeing coach. 

Few people know that Ron was also a founder member and still a minor 
shareholder in canoeing accessory company 'Wild Water' which was originally 
founded by Chris Hawkesworth in Ron's local town of Wetherby. Chris said recently 
'in many things he was a quiet man, but it was all there and his contribution was 
tremendous, probably up there with the greats, but because he never shouted 
about that himself he tended to perhaps be underrated. I guess that's the way he 
wanted it to be.' 

Ron had suffered from cancer for a number of years, but showed great bravery 
and tenacity by continuing to be the ever cheerful paddler and helper the canoeing 
world had known for so long. In October 2002 Ron hosted a legendary 80th 
birthday party, held by his favourite river - the Ure - in West Tanfield village hall, 
when some 90 paddlers and friends enjoyed good company, dined on 'dead pig' 
and a pint of 'sludge', and paid tribute to a a man whose friendship, coaching skills 
and far out sense of humour had touched and will continue to touch so many of our 
lives. 

Ron leaves a close and loving family including his wife Em and sons and 
daughter Richard, Nick and Tracey, to who we offer our very sincere condolences 
and, of course, our continued friendship and support. 

In Ron's memory a collection is being taken, with the resulting proceeds being 
donated at the wish of Ron's family to a children's cancer related appeal (see 
www.joshuasappeal.org.uk) being run by fellow canoeist Jonathon Abbott of York, 
whos seven year old son Joshua very sadly died last year from lukaemia. Any 
donations will be warmly welcomed and should please be sent to myself at 161 Old 
Road, Overton, Wakefield, WF4 4RR. 
Ken Harrap, Chairman, West Yorkshire Canoe Club. 

Sea kayaking in Mexico 
For the past year Matt at Canoe Kayak Trader has been 
liaising with Baja Outdoor Activities, Mexico to offer two 
week sea kayak holidays in Baja, Mexico with lots of 
whale/dolphin/marine mammal spotting. 

Based on nine nights beach camping and four nights in 
hotels the next trip is scheduled for end of October 2004 with a 
healthy mix of sea kayaking, dolphin spotting, reef snorkelling 
(with the seals), island hikes, and tequila sunsets. In 
October/early November water temperatures are a balmy 25C 
with the daily temperature range being 30C down to 20C. 
Visibility is fantastic at this time of year (up to 80ft). 
What's Included: Four nights hotel accommodation. All meals 
from Breakfast on 27 October to 8th November, (except lunches 
not included on hotel days). Beverages: fruit juices, sodas, 
coffee, tea, hot chocolate, happy hour drinks, wine with evening 
meals. All sea kayaking equipment and camping gear (sleeping 
bags not included); ground transportation (includes airport 
shuttles); bilingual guides and safety boat support (who carry the 
heavy kit or hung over paddlers!) and cook the evening meals! 
Costs: We have bargained with BOA to offer the trip at a 
reduced rate to help them get a feel for the UK customer: Fully 
catered 10-14 persons: $1250US.pp (About £800 currently). 
There is the option to run a cooperatively catered trip which 
means we all carry our own camping and personal kit plus 
three/four days supplies and do our own catering. This works out 
at $985US pp for a group of 10 to 14. The type of trip will be 
determined by participants preference. 
Flights: Return to Los Angeles are often available for £270 plus 
we have a one-two hour flight to Loreto, returning out of La Paz, 
(our final destination) which currently costs about £160. So, a 
total cost of approximately £1,200 all in! 

Call Matt at Canoe-Kayak-Trader 0845 456 9533. 
Or email Matt at: sales@canoekayaktrader.co.uk 

www.canoekayaktrader.co.uk 
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Portage route at 
Hoe Mill Lock 
With the help of a grant from the Essex Environment 
Trust, the Chelmer Canal Trust have now created a 
portage route enabling canoeists to avoid the 
dangerous road crossing immediately below Hoe Mill 
Lock. This road crossing has been a source of danger for 
many years. This problem has steadily worsened 
because to the increasing number of fast moving cars 
using this route to travel between Woodham Walter and 
Hatfield Peverel. 

The route takes the form of two linked landings stages so 
that paddlers can portage from immediately above the lock 
and down into the adjacent millpond and then under the 
second road bridge spanning the waterway 

How to get there 
Proceeding downstream. Lift the canoe out at the landing 
stage immediately next to the lock on the towpath (right) 
side. Carry the canoe towards the road bridge until wooden 
steps are reached. Go down these to a second stage in the 
mill pond. Paddle under the road bridge to rejoin the main 
channel below the lock 

Proceeding upstream. Bear to the left immediately 
above the lock approach and under the road bridge on the 
left. The new landing stage is in the mill pond on the right just 
upstream of the bridge. Take the steps up to the towpath and 
carry the canoe to just above the lock and re embark at the 
new upstream stage. 

Other improvements: With assistance from the same 
fund the Trust has also constructed a landing stage and steps 

at the tail of Ricketts lock. This has been built for the benefit 
of both motor boats and canoeists, unlike some recent stages 
built by the IWA on the navigation elsewhere at lock sides 
which, sadly, will benefit only motor boats. 

With the aid of funds from the Chelmsford Community 
Jubilee Fund the Trust are also shortly to built steps and a 
landing stage near the tail of Sandford Lock. Like the two 
projects mentioned above these have been designed to 
benefit both paddlers and motor boat owners 

The Trust has also made a major contribution towards a 
landing stage at Stonehams Lock. 

Other projects: Elsewhere, the Trust have been holding 
working parties to remove pennywort and other obstructive 
material from the waterway at Beeleigh, Sandford and 
Springfield Basin, as well as erecting further interpretative 
boards at key places. In addition a picnic table has been 
installed at Hoe Mill for public use. 
John Marriage 

Canoeing and the 
environment 
In late August Purley Canoe Club took part in the annual 
Carshalton Environmental Fair in Surrey. Over 8,000 
members of the public got to see the Club's display and 
talk to club members. Club Secretary Mark Steward, 
commented, "At first people were a bit surprised to see 
a canoe club at such an event, but people were very 
keen to talk to us and we've already gained some new 
members". The club has recently been promoting itself 
as generalist recreational canoe club and this is 
attracting families to it. www.purleycanoeclub.co.uk 

Extreme 
Film Fest 
Extreme is once again 
offering its viewers 
another veritable feast of 
celluloid entertainment 
with The Extreme Film 
Fest. Screening some of 
the greatest extreme 
movies ever made every 
day from 19:00 to 20:00 
and repeats at 00:00 to 
01:00, seven days a 
week. 
This month's classic kayak 
movie action highlight 
include: 
Valhalla, 2nd Dec@7pm 
ID, 16th Dec@7pm 
ID2 16th Dec@7.30pm 
Extreme Sports Channel is 
currently available in the 
UK to all digital satellite 
1V and NTL Home 
subscribers on channel 
422 and Telewest 
Broadband subscribers on 
channel 527. 
For further information 
on all of the above 
check out 
www.extreme.com 

TFAMILY 
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www.thelam1lyboatshop.co.uk 
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Uangollen 
Event dates 

2003/4 
18-19 Oct, Slalom 
25-26 Oct, Slalom 

1-2 Nov, Wild Water Race 
22-23 Nov, Wild Water Race 

6- 7 Dec, Wild Water Race 
13-14 Dec, Training 
20-21 Dec, Training 
27-28 Dec, Training 

10-11 Jan, Wild Water Race 

Kayak Canoe 
Marathon­ 

Slovenlan Coast 
December 13th 

Organiser: Kajak Kanu Klub 
Ljubljana 

Date: December 13th 
Course: Adriatic sea/ Koper 

-Portoroz 
Length: 18 km 

Categories: K-1m, K-1w, C- 
1, C-2, seniors, juniors 

Program: Bibs distribution 
9.00 

Start: 13.00 
Prize giving: 15.30 

Start fee: 1000.00 SIT 
Prizes: Medals, cups 

Information and entries: 
Dusan Tuma 

( + 386 I 41335 104) 

Schroders London 
International Boat Show - 
Canoe Village 
9th - 18th January 2004 

The Canoe Village will be the focus for you to see and 
buy all the latest paddle sports equipment. In a unique 
new format you can talk to the designers and 
manufacturers of the best canoe and kayak sports gear. 
Support from some of the UK's major paddle sports 
dealers means you can also buy there and then. 

With Europe's largest temporary indoor pool in the hall 
there is a great opportunity to both watch and get involved, 
with demos of new products by the pros or bring along your 
swimming costume and have a go yourself. 

Why not make a day of it? Watch the ever exciting sport 
of canoe polo and the UK's first indoor windsurfing 
championships. Then cruise around the rest of the show 
where you will see displays of windsurfing, kiteboarding, 
sailing, water ski and wake boarding equipment plus a few 
other larger toys. 

The 50th running of this event is bigger, better and more 
breathtaking than ever, with more to see and do in the 
comfort of Europe's state of the art exhibition centre at ExCel. 

Tickets are available now online at 
www.schroderslondonboatshow.com, by phone on 0115 
9129111 or on the door. 

Telegraph Adventure 
Travel and Sports Show 
London Olympia, 16-18 January, 2004 
Whether you are a first-time globetrotter or a seasoned 
adventurer seeking new experiences, The Daily 
Telegraph Adventure Travel and Sports Show brings the 
world to you under one roof. 

Over 250 exhibitors will be offering, quite literally, the 
world in a one-stop-shop - from specialist holiday packages 
and undiscovered destinations to extreme sports, the latest in 
adventure travel equipment and clothing and brand new travel 
guides, books and magazines. 

Speakers will include: Martin Pailthorpe, producer and 
director of "Ray Mears Extreme Survival"; Benedict Allen, who 
trekked a thousand miles by reluctant camel in Namibia; and 
Nick Middleton, intrepid Oxford geography don and presenter 
of Channel 4's "Surviving Extremes". 

For practical advice on a wide range of travel topics, the 
Wanderlust Travel Advice Theatre will be bringing together 
veteran adventurers and travel professionals to share their 
experience and expertise during hour-long sessions on topics 
from travel writing and photography to health and safety and 
planning a big trip. In addition, the show's drop-in Travel 
Health and Safety Forum will provide demonstrations and 
advice on personal health, safety matters, and insurance. 

Advance tickets for The Daily Telegraph Adventure 
Travel and Sports Show at Olympia cost £8.00 and are 
available by telephone on 0870 060 0199 or online at 
www.adventureshow.co.uk. Tickets on the door cost £10.00 

Open Canoe-fest 
13th, 14th & 15th February 2004 
The inaugural Bear Creek Adventure Open Canoe-fest will 
be held in the picturesque area of Glasbury on Wye. The 
event, which is sponsored by Bear Creek Adventure and 
supported by Mad River Canoes, We-no-nah, Mobile 
Adventure, Boulder Dry Suits and Woodlands OEC, will bring 
open canoeists from all over the country together to paddle 
some of South Wales' finest touring and white water rivers. 
The rivers that are on offer range from grade 2 to grade 4 
on the River Wye and Usk and their tributaries. 

The emphasis of the weekend is to provide a river guiding 
service which will allow canoeists to paddle rivers with 
experienced, qualified and knowledgeable guides, who believe 
that getting out and paddling is better than talking about it. 
Evening entertainment will be provided in the form of slideshows 
from trips around Canada, live music and socialising. 

There will be the opportunity to purchase high quality 
clothing and equipment at great prices from Bear Creek 
Adventure's shop and the opportunity to try demo boats from 
We-No-Nah, Mobile Adventure, Mad River and also the 
chance to try a dry suit from Boulder. 

Full board accommodation will be provided at Woodlands 
OEC, which will be our base for the weekend. The centre boasts 
excellent quality accommodation with drying rooms and lounges. 
There will even be a full roast dinner on the Saturday evening to 
refuel canoeists before Sunday's adventures. 

The cost for the whole weekend is £95, which includes 
full board accommodation, river guides and guarantees a 
great weekend. For further information please call Bear 
Creek Adventure on 01527 869073 or email us - 
canoefest@BearCreekAdventure.co.uk. 

The Hurley Classic 
19th-21st March 2004 
What was the Hurley Rodeo is to become the Hurley 
Classic, as the event organisation passes over from 
Shaun Baker to a new team made up from Thames 
stalwarts Kayako Jacko and Thamesweirproject. 

"It's the same time of year and the same venue, we just 
want to turn the normal format on its head", so says Jacko the 
primary organiser. ''As a group we've been to events all over the 
world and its with ideas from these that we are approaching the 
classic". Our aim is to get a lot of people along to enjoy all 
aspects of paddling, be it from the boat or the bank". 

So what's new? A ramp - for huge airs! A big trick contest 
with cash purse, a new judging format, the event being part of 
the Euro cup, and that's just on the weir. "One thing that 
British events lack is a complete vibe," adds Paul 'Cheesy' 
Robertson, "They can have good paddling but be boring to be 
at. We want to get a lot happening away from the water as 
well as on it, and we want to have something at night - that 
always gets the paddlers hyped". 

With access to the weir structure being limited plans are 
afoot to build a grandstand and feed live footage from the 
water to a tented village where there will be trade stands, 
food and a BCU inspired master mind challenge. "I've been 
sizing up the party possibilities" explains James Farquarson 
editor of thamesweirproject, "did you know you can hire out 
motorised beer kegs for racing!" 

Sounds like its going to be classic then. Get on line and 
check out the goings on at www.hurleyclassic.com and make 
some marks in your calendar for March. 
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Action1 on access 
The British Canoe Union (Canoe England Division) is well 
aware of the current concern and anger amongst 
canoeists over the withdrawal of permission for this 
years' Dee tours. This has generated a call for more 
action on access. The BCU shares the frustration of all 
canoeists. 

The BCU has made sure that those in the corridors of 
power are fully informed of both the current problems and the 
feeling amongst canoeists. 

The BCU is planning for action to start in the new year to 
make the public and MPs aware of the current unacceptable 
situation. Some of you will be asked to help with this at a 
local level. 

We are waiting for the report of the Government funded 
'access demonstration project' before either the BCU or its 
many supporting organisations or government ministers can 
take any further action. This report is due to go to the 
Minister in February 2004. Further details concerning this 
work are available on the BCU web site (bcu.org.uk). 

We all wish to 'do something now' but action must be at 
the right time to help our case, indeed we are concerned that 
premature action could prejudice our ability to take effective 
action in the future. 

If the report proves to be unhelpful in increasing access 
then we are ready to launch a major campaign for new 
legislation. This will need the support of every canoeist. We hope 
that on this occasion you will all get behind the English Access 
Committee. If you are prepared to assist or have any ideas to 
help promote the case then please write to the Chairman of the 
English Access Committee c/o the BCU Office. 

David Gent, the Chair of the BCU English Council said 
"That the BCU is committed fully to supporting this most 
important ''Action on Access" campaign at this critical time 
and will be ensuring it does all it can to make it a success." 

For further information please contact: Colin 
Kempson - Chair BCU English Access Committee 01234 
711833. Or Chris Hawkesworth, Planning and Facilities 
Manager 01423- 711563 or Mobile 07802 352815 or 
chris.Hawkesworth@bcu.org.uk 

River Tees agreements 
1st Nov 2003 - 30th Mar 2004 
The BCU N.E. Region has renewed its access agreements 
with the landowners on the River Tees between Barnard 
Castle and Winston Bridge for the winter months. All users 
are asked to observe the BCU Code of conduct and the 
access/egress sites listed below: 
• At Barnard Castle - on the right (S.) bank, via the stone 

steps off the B6277 about 100m. below the stone bridge 
below the castle. 

• At Egglestone Abbey - on the right bank, via the rough 
steps above the rapids and also below the rapids by the 
Abbey Bridge. 

• At Whorlton - below the bridge at the Lido on the right 
bank, a small charge is made for parking. 

• At Winston - on the right bank where the bridle path 
approaches the river about 100m. above Winston Bridge. 
Parking space is rather limited at Egglestone Bridge and 

Winston Bridge, please avoid causing congestion. 
For further details 'phone: 01287 650668 or 01388 

662266. Don Raspin, RAO 
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Map of the journey 

Monday the 4th of 
August 2003, 4.30am 
and the start of what will 
be my sixth trip to 
Russia white water 
rafting (catamarans) and 
the first for Mark who 
will accompany me and 
my friends from St 
Petersburg and 
Yaroslavl, a city situated 
250 miles north of 
Moscow. We are to 
accompany Russian 
students from the youth 
club Oddssey in 
Yaroslavl. 

The flight will take most of the day 
due to the fact that we will go from 
Manchester to Frankfurt then on to St 
Petersburg arriving at 17 .30 hours 
Russian time (three hours in front of 
B.S.T.). 

There we meet Evgeny, Sergey and 
Marina who again will translate for us, 
all of whom are long standing friends. 
The trip around St Petersburg in the car 
is brought to an abrupt end because of 
torrential rain that will not allow us to 
see out of the car windows. 

Breakfast is at 08.30, the gear is 
sorted and then off to the railway 
station to catch the 13.40 to 
Mumansk, we are to exit the train at 
Loukhi (louki) in the district of Keralena 
a journey that will take 22 hours. Then 
we must travel by bus for 145km to our 
final destination, which is situated just 
10 kms from the Finish border and the 
start of our river journey of 60km down 
the river Pisto (Pista). 

On Wednesday we arrive at the site, 
which will be our camp and the start of 
our journey. The main thing besides 
food and a good place for the tent is 
the selection of the right saplings to cut 
down for the construction of the 

catamaran, which will be our transport for the rest of the trip. this was 
also Marks first introduction to mosquito's and white nights. 

Completion of the catamarans takes most of Thursday, but by 4pm 
we are on our way and into the first of many grade two rapids. 

Next day brings sunshine and the anticipation of the first grade 4 
rapid that we will encounter. Being that there are 36 of us in total in 10 
catamarans, getting away early is a problem. Our catamaran being a two 
person craft allows us to be away early with a small group. 

Most of the day is spent paddling long lakes and fast sections of river, 
with the time to fish on sections (any fish that are caught will supplement 
our food supply) 

We stop at the start of the grade 4 and wait for the rest of the group 
to catch up. The rapid is not too difficult, but the graveyard section 
afterwards brings problems. One catamaran (a four person) broachers on 
a large bolder and starts to break up, but safety are there and nothing is 
lost. We must stop to repair and arrive at our campsite at 11.30pm. 

The next few days were long, with beautiful scenery large Lakes, long 
rapids and never ending forest. 

Tuesday the 12th is a day of rest and we build a Russian sauna in the 
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forests. The students go and collect mushrooms and blue berries, which 
carpet the forest and then relax, knowing the next day will be long. We 
must catch up for time lost. 

We rise 7.30 and finally away by 10.40 and there will be no stops 
for dinner, we must keep paddling. It takes us four hours to cross a large 
lake (11km) long and 6km wide passing the village of Tuxmoepo. We are 
to encounter four sets of rapids 'ope is called the seven bends rapid, 
aptly named. We shoot these blind. The first three bends are small 
sections without difficult, however, rounding the fourth bend brings a 
sudden realisation of what this river can produce. The river narrows 

· forcing the water through a 1km section, producing standing waves of 
three feet, deep holes and large boulders standing six feet with water 
going over the top. A good prelude to the last grade 4 rapid that we are to 
encounter. It's 9pm and we still cannot find a unoccupied campsite so we 
must go on, forcing us to reach our final destination (kopnuo3epo) at 
11.30pm, a day early. 

Next day gives us time to go and shoot a grade 4 rapid, this turned out 
to be a bit of a disappointment, for there is not sufficient water to produce a 
good grade 4. This is not a problem for the Russian students who found a 

great sense of achievement in shooting the rapid by themselves. 
By 10am on Saturday and we are on a long trip by bus to the city of 

Kem (Kemb) and then by train back to St Petersburg. 
This is not a trip for the person who likes their comforts who is 

squeamish or cannot cope with thousands of Mosquitos. It is a trip for 
people who wish to see Russia, not the tourist Russia but the people's 
Russia.• 
George Clayton 
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Raise funds, have fun 
The Solicitors Benevolent 
Association is not an easy charity 
to raise money for. It is the legal 
profession's "widows and 
orphans" fund, and one can hardly 
expect donations from people 
outside the profession. Worse 
still, solicitors are such a 
combative collection of individuals 
that it never seems to occur to 
some of them, especially the 
younger ones, that disasters can 
happen. 

In order to raise money for the SBA, and to raise 
the profession's awareness of its own charity, 
Hampshire solicitors have in recent years indulged in 
fund-raising projects to coincide with the Law Society's 
Annual Conference. The President of 
Hampshire Law Society travels to the 
Conference the 'hard' way and the 
profession is urged to sponsor him/her. 

The hard way has involved walking to 
Eastbourne along the South Downs Way, 
cycling to Brussels on a triplet (bicycle 
made for three) and riding from London to 
Paris in a 'black cab' with a big prize for 
the best guess at the amount showing on 
the meter on arrival (£683. 40 in fact). 

The first man to paddle a canoe to the 
Law Society's Conference was Matthew 
Robbins, a Southampton solicitor with 
Devizes - Westminster experience. In 
2001 Matthew paddled a K-boat from 
London to Birmingham, up the Grand Union Canal in Just four days, a 
considerable athletic achievement. 

In 2003, President of Hampshire Law Society was Anthony Harris and 
the conference took place at Westminster. Canoeing was his choice, but 
Anthony had no intention of emulating Matthew's arduous journey, or of 
learning to paddle a K-boat. No, said Anthony, I fancy a leisurely cruise in 
an open canoe, in which everyone can participate. 

And so the Hampshire to Westminster Canoe Cruise was conceived. 
Anthony's appeal for volunteers produced seven Hampshire solicitors 

of varying ages and experience. They ranged from Matthew Robbins and 
Michael Dew (a hard-bitten sea kayaker) to Sue Carter who is game for 
anything but had never wielded a paddle. The group rounded out at nine 
when Matthew brought along his wife Lynne and his brother-in-law Philip 
Seaman - a BCU coach. Phil agreed to take charge of training and to take 
part in the cruise itself. 

The route chosen runs from the Hampshire - Surrey border at Ash via 
the Basingstoke Canal to Woodham Junction where the Wey Navigation is 
joined, then onto the River Thames at Weybridge, reaching the Tideway at 
Teddington for the final stage to Westminster - a total of about 50 miles, 
which Anthony planned to complete in three days. 

The first day was likely to be the most strenuous with 28 locks to be 
portaged on the canal. The last day was the most problematic: we wanted 
to ride the ebb-tide to the finish D-W style, but the Tideway, on a fast ebb 
and a strong wind can be challenging in an open canoe. We decided that 
we would need an escort boat on the last day. 

The first task was to lay hands on four double canoes (Phil already 
had his own single). Hiring proved impossible and in the end a fleet of four 
second-hand boats - two Grummans, one Coleman and an Old Town - 
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Above Day one: getting afloat at the start - Ash Lock 
on the Hampshire - Surrey border 

Above Day three: the Tideway at last. Escort boat 
negotiating the boat rollers at Teddington Lock 

were acquired, mainly through ads in Canoe Focus. 
Training could now begin, and Philip had us hard at work on Tuesday 

evenings in Southampton, learning our J - strokes and working towards 
our 2-star qualification. As the evenings lengthened so did the radius of 
our training trips, taking in Christchurch Harbour, the River Hamble and 
Fareham Creek, usually with a rewarding pint at a waterside hostelry. We 
also made weekend forays to the upper Thames ranging from Lechlade 
down to Wallingford, a source of delight to all of us. Thanks to an 
unprecedented summer, we were never once rained upon. 

The logistics of the cruise were complex. A 'recce' by Matthew 
produced offers of overnight accommodation at Addlestone Canoe Club 
on the River Wey and at Royal Canoe Club at Teddington. Landing facilities 
were secured at Festival Pier on the South Bank downstream of the 
London Eye. 

Hiring a minibus and trailer proved surprisingly difficult, and we wound 
up with a DIY transport plan involving a variety of cars, and three stalwart 
supporters who acted as vehicle drivers and escort boat crew. 

My 19-foot Drascombe, with 10HP outboard motor, was escort boat, 
and Chevrolet Suburban (8 seats, 6.5 litre diesel engine) hauled the 
Drascombe with three canoes secured on board, while two more canoes 
were placed on the roof-rack. (The perceptive reader will have realised 
that while the Chevy could carry all five canoes while towing the boat, 
without the boat and trailer it could only carry two canoes. This 
complication was to cause grief later. 

The big puzzle was how to recover the Drascombe after the finish. 
Disregarding the splendid slipway alongside the M15 building - and 
therefore strictly out of bounds - the nearest recovery point was five miles 
back upstream at St. Mary's Church, Battersea. The Battersea slipway 
extends only a few yards below the high tide mark and in order to recover 
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the Drascombe at low tide, we would have to haul it on its trailer across 
about 75 yards of mud and shingle. We would also need parking space for 
the trailer and towing vehicle for a couple of hours beforehand. The Vicar 
of St. Marys was kind enough to allow us to park in the churchyard. 

After launching at Ash Lock we relished gliding along the canal, 
crossing a small aqueduct and several surprisingly large lakes, before we 
hit the dreaded locks and had to deploy our home-made canoe trolleys. 
The locks, unhappily, are neither close enough together to portage all in 
one hit, nor far enough apart to make it worth launching and paddling 
between them. Indeed, paddling between some of the locks was 
impractical as the canal was virtually dry in places. The longest portage 
was two miles, a strain on tempers and trolleys alike. However the day 
was redeemed by glorious weather and a fabulous picnic lunch, served by 
Charles Gordon, a solicitor who practices in Farnborough. Portaging was 
made easier by the willing hands of those who had come to escort us on 
foot and by bicycle. (The entire route is followed by the canal towpath or 
the Thames Path) 

After a night at Addlestone, the second day on the Wey and the 
Thames was a doddle, involving only five locks, three of which were 
operated for us. We arrived at Teddington by mid afternoon. At Royal 
Canoe Club we devoured a massive Chinese take-away meal, entertained 
by a colony of brightly coloured parakeets who have apparently escaped 
and 'gone native' in the tops of riverside trees. 

On the third day, the Drascombe was launched, and trundled down 
the rollers at Teddington Lock. To ride the tide at its best, and to reach the 
finish on the last of the ebb, we should have left Teddington at about 
11am. However, we had a date at Westminster at 3.30pm. Nobody keeps 

Westminster at last: riding the ebb tide DW style 

Bridge. We snatched an abbreviated lunch (weather deteriorating, can't 
keep the President waiting and sped on. I have never ridden a tide so fast 
in a small boat. From Hammersmith to Festival Pier took less than an 
hour - a real ride of the Valkyries! There was a standing wave under 
Westminster Bridge and Big Ben boomed out the chimes of three o'clock 
as we surged over it. Suddenly we could beach (clean sand, astonishingly) 
under Festival Pier to the scattered applause of a small band of 
supporters. President Peter Williamson arrived breathless a few minutes 
later, and champagne corks popped. Phil and I shook hands: we had 
come a Long way since we had first assembled our motley crowd on the 
slipway at Southampton. 

As the empty glasses were packed away, the weakness in my 
transport plan became apparent. The two Grummans were loaded onto 
the roof of the Chevy and seven canoeists climbed in. Off they went to 
Battersea. leaving two canoeists and two boat's crew to drive the 
Drascombe back to Battersea towing three canoes. 

A simple task, but now the elements conspired against us. The ebb 
still had two hours to run, the wind was in our teeth at Force 4, gusting 5. 
As we set off we were deluged by a downpour of monsoon proportions. 
With the outboard running flat out, we moved up-river at a snail's pace. 
Before Long one of the canoes became swamped, the others nearly so, 
partly from the sheer volume of rain. Quickly we made fast to a steel 
pontoon, to empty out. Then the outboard died, and defied every effort to 
re-start it. What next? There was no question of continuing under oars (or 
paddles!). Without the motor we would find ourselves heading for 
Greenwich as soon as we let go of the pontoon. 

Miracles, however, do happen. The pontoon turned out to belong to 
the Westminster Boating Base, an independent training centre for young 
people, and Kevin Burke, their mechanic, was on hand. Kevin whipped 

out the spark plugs and found the trouble: one of the 
coils was mis-firing. No worry: Kevin donned 
waterproofs and life Jacket and boarded one of the 
base's ex-army assault boats. Two canoes were pulled 
on board and the third was placed across the gunwales 
of the Drascombe, which in turn was attached to the 
stern of the assault boat. Kevin rewed the 50 HP 
motor and soon we were roaring towards Battersea, the 
Drascombe throwing up a mighty bow wave. The plan 
was back on track! 
At Battersea we waded ashore and after winching the 
Drascombe onto its waiting trailer, we hauled it across 
mud and shingle using a Long line to the vehicle tow­ 
hitch. 
From the muddy foreshore at Battersea cut to the 
glittering splendour of the ballroom of the Dorchester 
Hotel in Park Lane. The red-coated toast - master calls 
for silence and President Peter Williamson, resplendent 
in dinner jacket and chain of office, rises to address the 
Conference gala dinner. Describing the arrival of the 
canoeists in heroic terms, he calls upon the diners to 
dig deep into their pockets to sponsor Anthony and his 

a.r--_,, . . friends. They do 
Success! Paddlers meet National President Peter . £3 407 . 
Williams (third from right) ~~ilect~d in : 

~nnakers up! ~ 
the President of the Law Society of England and 
Wales waiting, so we hit the Tideway at about 
9.30am. A strong westerly wind sprang up, and 
soon golf umbrellas appeared as spinnakers. On the 
longer more exposed stretches we were able to 
relax in the canoes, racing along with a paddle as rudder. 

As the morning progressed, the ebb began in earnest and the wind 
got stronger. Half a dozen umbrellas had been blown inside out by the 
time we reached our lunch stop at the Blue Anchor at Hammersmith 

matter of 
minutes. 
The Cruise was 
not only a 
success in terms 
of fund-raising 
(with postal 
donations the 
SBA is likely to 
better off by at 
least £7,000 but 
also in terms of 
friendships made 
and skills 
acquired. The 

BCU gained a clutch of new members and Phil awarded 2-star certificates 
to all of us. And what a good time we all had ... • 
John Griffin 
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I would like to 
thank all the 
helpers and 

judges, Nookie, 
Whitewater and 
Playboating for 

prizes. The 
Environment 

Agency for being 
so progressive in 
our development 

and all the 
people for 

coming along. 
See you next 
year. Jacko 

Didn't we· have a lovely time 
Three years ago when I wrote my first article about the 
Boulter's Rodeo. It was tales of a hard-core hole dishing 
out more than just the odd pasting. How things change. 

Earlier this year in a unique project we managed to get 
permission from the Environment Agency to make a 
modification to the Boulter's flume. To get there, a list of 
requirements such as method statements, health and safety 
plans and insurance had been met and our designer was sure 
he had tapped into the necessary resources, to give us the 
perfect hole. The plan was to suspend a ramp from the weir sill 
and to lower the distance the water fell whilst accelerating it 
down a ramp. At the bottom were two 200-litre buoyancy 
barrels that would take the weight of our three cumecs of water. 
The ramp was built of Uni Strut (an engineering grade Mecano). 

After a day of fixing we were ready and the new ramp was 
lifted into place. With bated breath we waited for the radial gates 
holding back the water to be opened. As one opened the barrels 
seemed to be holding the weight and the angle predicted looked 
like it would produce an optimal hole. To make it retentive 
though you need three gates, so the second and third gates 
were opened. Disaster loomed as our ramp sank as 400 litres of 
buoyancy does not equal three cumecs of water. 

Luckily there is always plan two, which was to put support 
legs back into the weir face. This worked a treat and the ramp 
started to produce a fine feature. Almost on cue, local 
paddlers started to arrive. Elation followed in the valleys as 
our new summer playspot was born. 

Well the hype from this hit many websites and emails flew 
around the country. It all added to the promotion of this year's 
Kayakojacko Boulter's Rodeo. Kayakojacko billed this event 
as the friendliest rodeo in the world and with the beautiful Ray 
Mill island setting it is no wonder everyone was so happy. 

In the usual relaxed Boulters Rodeo manner things kicked 
off around i0.30 with the open event. This is the one where 
everybody gets to compete against each other. The Ci paddlers 
love this as they usually show their stuff and match the biggest 
score of the day beating down some of the double bladers on, 
the way. The format here was three rides with the best two 
counting. Through the heats and a clear 30-point lead was 
established by local Alan Ward. The cut into the sudden death 
final was six, so competition was tight. Chris Chapman, Carl 
Leahy, John Best, Mark Birkbeck and in a Ci Olli Castle took the 
places. Half of the top ten were junior and two were Ci. 

The Afternoon kicked off with the novice final. Some 
good scores and demonstrations of cartwheel technique 
pushed Tom Wolstenholme right to the top of the pile. Sam 
Connibear went into second and Adam Blaiklock claimed 
third. Tom Had also made it through to the men's final. 

In the junior ladies, we had a hard competition with each 
competitor hitting good rides. Coming out on top for her first 
win (I suspect of many), was Jak Alder, followed by Jenny 
Chrimes and Felicity Meares who pulled out after a few 
seconds having pulled a muscle. 

t _ filL,.. 

Junior mens is always one of the bigger classes. I didn't 
know who to cheer for as all the finalists were Kayakojacko 
coached, so I cheered for everyone. Coming out for his first 
win was John Best followed by Alan Ward, Piers Bucknall and 
the rapidly improving Darren Kirk. 

The one blades were up next and Lee Pyke continued his 
great run of form to take the top spot with a 60-point lead. 
Running into second and third were fellow GB team members 
Stu Morris and Olli Castle. 

The ladie's field was bigger this year and a fine 
competition ensued. The three person final was tight but 
world ranked number four Flee Jarvie, showed her usual cool 
and took top place. Local Emma Musgroove (who paddles 
every morning at Boulters) came in second and Laura Cross 
made a great showing hitting third. 

The local stars were in the men's final but Leahy, 
Birkbeck, Chapman and Farquarson could do nothing to stop 
Tom Wolstenholme take his second top spot of the day in his 
very first rodeo. If you didn't realise that's a world champion, 
a British champion and as you'll soon find out the Open 
winner at Boulters rodeo 2003. Second Carl Leahy and third 
Chris Chapman. 

The last event of the day is the open and this one is sudden 
death so each competitor has one 

~ go and the lowest score goes out. 
This is when you see how good your 
scoring system really is. First out 
was the Ci paddler Olli Castle, 
following him John Best and Alan 
ward. Mark Birkbeck took third with 
Carl Leahy second. First place went 
to Chris Chapman who showed 
how to use the super clean 
cartwheels to score not only that 
move but also clean cartwheel and 
clean spin.• 
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the da~ we went to Boulters! 

:C wi~ ~ee-,ze wf!Mfd.. 
d..e~S'v .a Pea~ tl,.at:: .. 
Was forgiving to learn in but gives the beginner and intermediate the opportunity to learn 
how to flat spin and surf in holes. - Tony Michy: Four Corners, Durango CD 

Has a performance hull but not designed for the rodeo star. I want a boat that's 
comfortable and gives me confidence. - Bob Taylor: Appomattox River Company, Farmville, VA 

Doesn't sacrifice speed for play. A boat that can run bigger rapids but still plays well. 
- Dale Adams: Beauty Mountain, Fayetteville, WV 

That I can surf with and still run class V. - Jock Bradley: Rippin Productions, Seattle, WA 

I just want one boat that I can take anywhere. - John Hart: Kayak Shed, Hood River, DR 

······ ~e-e~ ir afl 
~ 

liquid logic~ 
Lil' Joe 

Hoss 
-.....-:> ·r- 

liquidlogickayaks.com - systemxkayaks.co.uk 
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Living the Olympic dream 
Heather Corrie is Great Britain's leading female canoe 
slalomist. Talented, determined and with toned model 
like features, this extremely ambitious young woman, 
finished 5th in this year's world championships in 
Augsburg, and was the only British female competitor to 
qualify a boat for next year's Olympics in Athens. She 
now finds herself as a serious contender to win a medal 
at the games. 

As Heather and her coaching team prepare for Athens, 
we managed to briefly catch up with the aspiring and focused 
young woman, to gain an insight into the world of canoe 
slalom racing and her life as a professional athlete. 

Why Canoe Slalom? 
I was involved in many sports both in school and outside. 
Away from school I was mainly involved in adventure sports, 
including skiing, snowboarding, surfing, climbing, and 
mountaineering. As a youngster I was a member of Ambleside 
Area Adventure Association. 

I chose to pursue canoe slalom because of the 
competitive success I had achieved in the event; I also found 
the training to be very exciting and varied. At 14, I began 
participating in international competitions; this involved 
travelling across Europe and the United States of America. 
These competitions provided me with opportunities to paddle 
on many rivers, varying from the Alps to the Rockies to 
artificial slalom courses in cities like Prague and Bratislava. 
Such experiences were very inspiring. 

Heather with her team 
bronze medal which she 

won at the last year's 
World Championships at 

Bourg St Maurice in 
France 

Best thing about the sport? 
I would describe canoe slalom as a unique blend of 
competition, whitewater, skills and fitness. I enjoy all three 
aspects, but I really love challenging whitewater. 

The gravity associated with water falling creates the 
whitewater on rivers where there is a steep gradient. To be 

the quickest in the field 
it helps to use the 
energy of the water to 
help drive the canoe. 
This challenge and the 
challenge of controlling 
the direction of the 
canoe when it picks up 
speed from the water is 
superb. 

At present I have 
not maximised my 
body's physical 
potential. I realise that I 
have scope for 
improving my fitness 
and that means that my 
potential to improve on 
my performance is high. 
This makes training and 
racing particularly 
exciting. 

Canoe slalom is 
such a physical sport 
as well as one in which 
interaction with the 
river requires real skill. 
This makes training 
both fun and varied. 
There is something 
refreshing about water 

and a sport in which you use your skills to interact with the 
force of nature. 

Your career highlights 
• 2003 World Championships 5th - current world ranking 8th 
• Five world championship team medals 
• 2001 Pre World Championships 1st 
• 14 top ten positions in the World Cup, including eight top 

five positions 
• European Championships two top ten finishes and one 

team medal 

Describe your fitness regime 
As a full time athlete I follow a complete daily training 
schedule. My coach is Geoff Parsons, the former Olympic high 
jumper. I also have a technical coach, former world canoe 
slalom champion Lisa Michela-Jones. On a typical day, I'll be 
up and ready for training by 6am, usually this is a two hour 
training session and might be white water training, interval or 
resistance work against the current on the river. I'll get back 
and have a rest and recovery break. Afternoon training usually 
consists of general athletics training such as weights, circuits 
and stretching. I continue to work-out until early evening and 
then like to unwind with a yoga session or by having a 
massage, I find these to be excellent rest and recovery tools. 
As I have a full day of training and fitness I am usually too 
tired for night outs, I am at home by 9.30-10pm. 

Is diet important to you? 
A balanced diet is key for an athlete like myself. I feel my 
energy intake should be equal to energy expenditure. My diet 
includes plenty of fresh fruit and vegetables and, as I am a 
vegetarian, I tend to eat meat substitute products to ensure I 
include protein in my diet. 

I eat mainly organically grown foods, and try to buy 
groceries where the manufacturing and retail process is 
socially responsible. 

I drink tea and coffee but prefer hot water, fruit juices and 
smoothies. I don't really deprive myself of treats such as 
chocolate but they form part of the overall diet. My motto is 
"eat anything, but not everything." 

The Road to Athens 
My focus is now on Athens. I am back into full time training, 
having had a short break in the summer. I have to take part in 
some key competitions early next year to ensure that I am 
selected on the team so this is very much part of a focused 
training and competition strategy. My success to date does 
not guarantee me a place. My funding also does not pay for 
my coach to travel with me so I have to subsidise my lottery 
funding with work where possible. Though my training 
schedule is hectic, I supplement my income working with 
Sport by Design, a Midlands based company who specialise 
in delivering sports based educational and corporate 
programmes. We have also just introduced a canoeing 
programme for schools which is very exciting as many 
schoolchildren do not have the opportunity to try the sport. 
Some of my time is also devoted to seeking additional 
sponsorship which is vital to enable me to prepare in a 
professional manner. 

It will be a tough year ahead for Heather but we wish her 
well as she prepares to live the Olympic Dream. • 
For further information contact: 
Heather Corrie or Geoff Parsons 
Sport by Design. Tel: 01827 316 297 Fax: 01827 723 889 
E-Mail: Info@sportbydesign.co.ukwww.sportbydesign.co.uk 
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The strange process of bee 
Before I went to Ireland 
for the 2003 Surf Kayak 
World Championships I 
had no real expectation 
of coming home as the 
world champion. Sure my 
Dad had joked with me 
that he didn't expect 
anything less but I 
honestly didn't picture 
myself winning. I knew 
that I ought to do OK but 
to expect any more than 
that was frightening. 
When I did think about 
the coming 
championships I'd spend 
most of the time trying to 
avoid negative thoughts 
and prepared myself for 
the 99% certainty of 
being beaten, possibly by 
someone living just down 
the road. 

Within the current UK 
surfing series Darren Bason, 
from Newquay, is the 'man'. 
We've known each other for 
several years and both of us 
got involved in competitive 
surf kayaking at about the 
same time. I've beaten 
Darren a couple of times in 
the last couple of years but 
more often than not Darren 
has come out on top. I 
expect in most peoples eyes 
Darren was the most likely 
British paddler to do well. 
But if you're entering an 
event with the hope of doing 
well yourself you can't think 
about how well someone 
else might do, I'd tried to 
ignore thoughts of others, 
after all I'd got some 
positive memories of my 
own to dwell on. 

In 2002 teams from 
around the British Isles 
travelled to the Northern 
Shores of Scotland for the 
Home Internationals. A 
team based surfing 
competition where each 
nation (England, Ireland, 
Scotland, Wales, Northern 
Ireland, Channel Islands) is 
represented by its best 
paddlers in a range of 
categories (Mens High 
Performance, Mens 
International Class, 
Masters, Juniors and 
Ladies). The trip was a great 
success, our team manager 

Andrew Hawker had gathered us together in Thurso well before 
the contest started and in that run-up period we enjoyed some 
world class surfing both at Thurso East and Brims Nest. 

The conditions for the contest itself were not so good but 
that's not the point. This contest represented the last chance 
for each and every paddler to impress the rest. Setting a good 
impression at Thurso, with the pressure of it being a Home 
International was bound to have two very useful effects. Firstly 
any paddler who could shine would themselves gain in 
confidence but additionally, and possibly more importantly, 
fellow competitors would start to see that paddler as the one 
to beat, the Michael Schumacher effect, a huge psychological 
advantage to anyone in competitive sport. 

I remember getting totally focused for the single heat that 
I surfed during this event. I'd been the only paddler out in the 
water whilst the rest of the competitors watched from the 
beach trying to decide if the conditions would allow a 
competition to be run. Even when the start time was altered I 
stuck with my plan. This plan proved invaluable and as my 
heat began I was ready, I knew what I had to do and actively 
paid no notice at all to how my fellow competitors were 
surfing. I came out of the water happy but it wasn't until John 
Mould, the event organiser, slapped me on the back and told 
me that that was the best surfing he'd seen so far that I knew 
I'd set myself up for a shot at the Worlds. 

I'd only had to surf one heat in Scotland and I'd found the 
mental effort in maintaining a totally focused approach 
exhausting. I tried to maintain this level of focus throughout 
our domestic events but with no success at all. The contests 
were too busy especially if you chose to surf in a couple of 
different classes during the day. I'd have to wait until I got to 
Ireland before I could test this plan again. 

And that was it. All the pre-event preparation was in place, 
I'd had an average season on the domestic circuit, I'd been 
beaten not just by Darren, but by Gary Adcock, James Hawker, 
Peter Blenkinsop and Simon Cass to name just a few. In April 
I'd torn my hamstring whilst skateboarding, In July I'd acquired 
housemaids knee from strapping myself too tightly into my 
kayak and for the last six weeks before the competition itself 
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ominq a world champion 

we'd had absolutely no surf on which to practice! Never mind, 
I was brave enough to occasionally picture myself winning the 
Worlds and wondering how it might feel but best of all I had a 
plan of how I might just to do it. 

There's always an element of luck in sport and besides the 
obvious luck required in a surf event my luck turned out to be 
the people who went with me to Ireland. Paul Hurrell, from 
Weymouth, had not long started competitive surfing and was 
going across for the experience and to get in some quality 
surfing; Bryce Barr, a legend in Bude, veteran surfer, health 
food expert and a man who at the age of 59 still looks good in 
a blue vest and a pair of purple underpants and then Eggy, a 
young paddler from Bude, a member of the English team and 
a good friend. 

Easkey was fantastic and the sessions we surfed before 
the competition started made the trip immediately worthwhile. 
When you surf a classic break like Easkey Left or the Harbour 
at Enniscrone you appreciate what surfing is all about. As 
beach break surfers its the ease of it that stands out a mile. 
No battle to get out through the waves, no uncertainty as to 
where the waves will break, and on a given day the regular 
breaking pattern of every ride, the memory of it still makes me 
want to shout Wow! 

Professional judges and the team event gave everyone a 
chance to get in tune. In truth, we (the English team) were 
disappointed in coming second, a result that in part reflected a 
bad patch from the senior English paddlers on the final day of the 
team competition. However these days of competition had 
confirmed what the judges were looking for. It was reassuring to 
me that the judges seemed to be particularly impressed with 
good honest committed surfing, where as tricks, spins, 
cartwheels and the like were not being scored so highly. Great, I 
knew I could surf and I also knew that I was no good at tricks! 

I spent an hour preparing for each heat, in which time I'd 
run over to Easkey Right by myself and go through a warm up 
routine, but most importantly start to switch off from all 
possible distractions. Into my kit and then 15 minutes to 
watch the surf. Check my kayak in, get my bib on and then 
onto the water and then focus. I got into the habit of singing to 

myself whilst waiting for my heat to start, it helped to keep me 
in my own world and if I'd got the right song it would give me a 
buzz and stirred some aggression that I'd need during the 
heat. With one minute to go I was off, planning to be the first 
to the peak and catch the first wave I could, not that that's 
always a good thing but I figured it might just put pressure on 
the other competitors forcing them to play catch up during our 
20 minutes at the break. 

Paul reckoned that you could tell who was going to win a 
heat just by their body language and degree of commitment as 
the heat began. If a paddler could create the impression that 
they were the one to beat then they were half way to winning. 
In California, two years ago, Kenny King developed this 
impression so well that when he was on the water people just 
wondered about who might come in second! I'd created my 
impression at Thurso a year before, now all I had to do was to 
maintain it through five rounds of competition. 

I won my first heat and then had nothing to do until the next 
day when by the luck of the draw I was drawn against Darren. 
Another paddler sidled up to me that evening and asked if I'd 
seen the draw for tomorrow "No" I lied, "You've got a tough heat" 
he was keen to tell me, adding smugly "Mine's easy". What do 
you say to that? I guess it depends on how confident you're 
feeling and oddly enough I felt confident. 

I stayed confident and relaxed for my heat the next day, 
focused in and won and then had to wait another day for the 
quarters, semis and finals. Whether you call it 'focused' or 'in­ 
the-zone' it doesn't matter, the fact is you can't stay like that 
for a whole week, you'd go crazy or burn-out or crack-up or 
your nerves would go out of control and this is where living 
with Bryce, Paul and Eggy was so brilliant. No talk of 
competition, instead tales of their own days surfing 
adventures, roast chicken for dinner (if we were lucky!) and 
further explanations from Bryce on such subjects as Green 
and Blacks Organic Dark Chocolate, the harmful effects of 
sugar and why probiotic yogurt is so good for you! The actual 
truth was that by the end of the trip Bryce hadn't so much 
converted us as we'd corrupted him! 

The final day was bound to be the most intense and some 
adaptations to my plans had to be made. Preparation time 
was cut and during my semi-final heat drawn against Pete 
Blenkinsop and John Grossman I had a terrible start without 
catching a single wave for the first seven minutes, still I won 
that heat as well and that really set me up for the final. Me, 
Darren and Pete from Cornwall together with ex-world 
champion Dick Wold from California. With Dick just pleased to 
have made the final I told myself that all I needed to do was 
go out there and do my normal thing one more time. 

The surf was dropping in size, so no point waiting for the big 
one! Remember, I told myself, if you think you're surfing badly 
the chances are that everyone else in the heat is thinking the 
same and don't bother looking or even thinking about how 
anyone else is doing. With hindsight this last bit of self advice 
saved me as with five minutes to go I was in third position with 
my very last wave giving me the points I needed to win. 

But back at the beach the results weren't yet out, faces 
remained blank as we paddled back to shore. A crowd around the 
judges stand waited for the results to be posted, no one knew or 
dared to guess and then the results were up and Eggy was racing 
back to me with his finger in the air "you've won it" he was 
shouting. The next few minutes were crazy, hugging people, 
whooping with joy, a telephone call home, an interview and the 
start of life with the biggest smile you'll ever see. Dave Johnson, 
another ex-wortd champion simply said to me that evening "It 
feels good doesn't it", "you bet it does" is my reply.• 

Article by Simon 
Hammond - 
Mens High 
Performance 
World Champion. 
Supported by 
Mega Kayaks, 
Lendal Paddles, 
Gui Wetsuits and 
Gecko Headgear 
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Ratcliffe wins national 
championships in Llangollen 

Paul at the Bratislava 
Slovakia World Cup where 

· he picked up a Bronze 
Medal in July 2003 

The World 
Dragon Boat 

Racing 
Championships 
took place from 
28-31 August in 
Poznan, Poland. 

The GB Women 
have a web site 

for further 
details, which 

can be found at 
www.gbdragonboating.sp 

ortcentric.com 

Manchester canoeist Paul 
Ratcliffe has completed an 
amazing hat-trick by winning 
the national championships 
three times in a row. 
Ratcliffe, the UK number one, secured his 
latest title at the Llangollen National Premier 
slalom event over the weekend. 
The two-day annual event, which is hosted by 
the town in North Wales, is an important part 
of the season for the canoeing fraternity as 
the competition determines who wins the 
national championship. 

Olympic silver medallist Paul, who comes from Tyldesley 
in Manchester, came second in his race, ahead of 40 other 
competitors in the event. 

Wins in his previous four events added to this latest 
triumph means he now claims the title of national champion. 

Despite tough conditions Paul, who is currently ranked 
third in the world, overcame the obstacles to pick up his win 
and secure his title for the third time in a row, though he has 
won it four times in total. 

He said: "The atmosphere was great though-lots of 
people turned out to watch and the bridge was packed. I am 
really pleased!" 

The town, which has been described by the British 
National Performance Manager for the sport, John Macleod 
as "the central focus for canoe slalom in the UK in October" 
lived up to its reputation as a great setting for,the event. 

The next round of events will take place in Llangollen next 
weekend (25 and 26 October) but Paul will now spend the 
winter months training hard in preparation for the Olympics in 
Athens next year, where he'll be going for gold. 

The pain goes away 
- but the glory will last forever 
And what glory it is for the victorious 
Great Britain Premier Women's team, 
returning from the World Dragon Boat 
Racing Championships with gold, 
silver and bronze medals, plus a new 
world record time of 4.07 .98 minutes 
in the 1,000m event. 

The team entered the Championships with high hopes of 
success and the incredible results achieved are testimony to 
the dedication and skill of all those involved. The World 
Championships are the highest level of competition in Dragon 
Boat Racing and this is the first time a British Women's team 
have won gold on the world stage. 

John Griffiths, Women's Team Coach told 
us "These results are the best achievement of 
any British Women's team to date. We were 
optimistic of a good result, but to medal in 
every event and take gold in the 1,000m with 

a record time really is a dream come true. 
So few people ever get the chance to represent their 

country, let alone compete and win medals at this level of 
competition. But this team has taken it all the way and 
proven that they really are the best in the world. As their 
coach, I am proud and delighted to have been part of it, 
especially as we can now relax and enjoy sharing the glory of 
being world champions." 

The Women's team will now be taking a well earned rest 
to revel in their success, although most will be racing with 
club crews at the British Championship at the end of 
September. 

The whole British squad returned to the UK on 1 
September after 4 days of competition in Poznan, Poland. 
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:e in Llandudno North Wales, outdoor pursuits 
an important part of the 'whole person' approach 

ucatlon. Every fourth form pupil takes part in an 
during the summer term with five or six expeditions 

,g place each year; the following is an account of this year's 
fourth form sea kayaking expedition... J 

Having had such an amazing experience on last year's sea kayaking 
expedition we only had one plan in mind for this year's fourth form 
expedition, we just had to head back to the Lysefjord in Norway! 

With its precipitous cliffs and fathomless depths, the Lysefjord is a 
dramatic and exhilarating place for anyone travelling by sea kayak. Over 
the winter months we had planned and talked about walking up Pulpit 
Rock, fishing for wild brown trout en route in the mountain lake of 
Refsvatn and kayaking the whole length of the Lysefjord. 

It is always good to have a plan but sea-kayaking plans can be upset 
massively by the weather and the forecast for our arrival in Stavanger was 
not good to say the least - near gale force winds! Looking on the bright 
side, the forecast for the remainder of the week looked much better with 
light winds predicted. Our ferry crossing from Newcastle to Stavanger proved 
to be incredibly smooth for such a forecast and by the time we reached the 
shelter of Stavanger the forecasters had changed their minds a little. A 
moderate WNW wind was blowing straight down the Hogsfjorden; this 
perfect wind direction helped the group make easy and rapid work of the 
first 20km to Aspoyna Island, surfing a following sea all the way! 

After two short crossings we started our week long fishing contest with Jez 
being the first to catch followed by Tom's monster Saithe that proved to be the 
largest fish of the week at over six pounds (it would have been slightly heavier 

had a seal not taken a nibble as he reeled in!). We camped on Aspoyna Island 
and had a warm welcome from the family who farmed the Island who 
remembered us from last year. The gifts of firewood and free range eggs were 
greatly appreciated and testament to Norwegian hospital[ty. 

We woke up to find light winds and sunshine and we were soon on 
the water for some early morning fishing before making the crossing to 
the northern side of the Fjord. As we kayaked along the rocky shore we 
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spotted a tiny seal pup only a few days old sleeping on a ledge. We 
eventually arrived at the small harbour of Forsand where we stopped off 
for lunch and took a~vantage of the local shop to buy ice cream and to 
stock up on fishing tackle! 

After lunch we started our journey along the Lysefjord, a 42km long 
threshold fjord. After a spot of fishing under the bridge we made progress 
into the impressive fjord enjoying spectacular views of the granite cliffs. A 
headwind made the journey tiring so we stuck close into the cliffs to 
maximise the shelter eventually arriving at Refsa. 

During one of our planning sessions we had spotted a footpath on the 
map leading from the fjord at Refsa up to Pulpit Rock, we had hoped that 
we could land and camp at the start of the path. The plan was good, 
however the reality wasn't great; we were faced with a tricky landing with 
loaded kayaks including the fully loaded double. The limited area of flat 
ground below these huge cliffs also proved to be a problem and it seemed 
very unlikely that we would find enough space for all the kayaks and tents. 
We all knew that without landing there would be no possibility of walking 
up to Pulpit Rock! So with this in mind the group decision was made ... 
With some excellent team work the determined group worked well and we 
crammed 7 sea kayaks, the double and 4 tents onto a campsite the size 
of a handkerchief! 

Heading down the Lysefjord 

Once again we woke up 
to good weather and 
the group were eager 
to swap their kayaks 
for walking boots and 
rucksacks and head up the 
trail to Pulpit Rock. The trail 
was way marked but as it was 
rarely used, so care was needed 
not to wander off route. By 
taking a cunning short cut up a 
riverbed we saved ourselves a few kilometres and were soon on the well­ 
trodden route up to Pulpit Rock. The pronounced rock formation of pulpit 
rock hangs 604 metres above the Lysefjord, it is a stirring experience to 
stand on its flat top and peer over its sheer sides, which drop precipitously 
down to the fjord below. The views up the Lysefjord were incredible and 
the group were more determined than ever to complete the journey to the 
end of the fjord. On the walk back to Revsana we stopped off to fish for 
wild brown trout. We caught a few but the large ones all got away! A few 
of the group had a swim and David entertained us all with his Ray Mears 
impressions and a spear! Chris was so determined to catch something for 
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Tom Kenyon with Saithe 

After a leisurely morning enjoying the spectacular views with blue 
skies and sunshine we packed our boats ready for a short (4km) journey 
to Lysebotn where we hoped to catch the 3:00pm ferry back to Stavanger. 
Ben was paddling strong at the front when we once again looked over our 
shoulders; no thunderstorm this time but the ferry! The ferry appeared to 
be gaining on us but it was an hour early surely? We raced towards 
Lysebotn and arrived just as the ferry docked ready for their hour-long 
lunch break! If that wasn't worrying enough when one of the crew told us 
that we were not guaranteed a place and that tomorrow's ferry was full I 
resorted to begging! 

We enjoyed the four hour ferry journey 
back to Stavanger in the company of 
some friendly Norwegians who had just 
walked up Kejarag and climbed onto the 
Kjeragbolten chock stone - a huge 
jammed boulder we had seen from our 
Kayaks and the aim of next year's 
expedition. 
We re-launched our kayaks from a 
harbour wall in Stavanger and headed for 
the tranquillity of Store Maroy to camp for 
the night. The entertainment on Maroy 
was provided by James, Jonathan and 
myself who bravely snorkelled in search 
of edible crabs for tea! 
We woke up to good weather but also to 

that sad feeling you get on the last day of an expedition. The expedition 
had been great fun with its own unique humour and our last day was to be 
no exception! We started by stranding Jonathan on a bouyage light in the 
middle of the fjord and towing his kayak away! I caught four large fish 
before he was reunited with his kayak! James caught a good-sized cod, 
which made him very happy. We continued on to Hellesoy where we 
gathered oysters, which provided great entertainment when George and 
Ben nearly choked trying to eat them raw! We continued island hoping all 
the way back to Stavanger entering back into the harbour via the 
impressive marina. We parked our kayaks on a pontoon in the middle of 
town and enjoyed being tourists for a few hours. James carried on fishing 
determined to win the contest, which he did, a good-sized edible crab was 
also caught and cooked for tea. 

Unfortunately there was nothing we could do to prevent the ferry from 
picking us up and returning us to reality but given half a chance we would 
all have enjoyed another week of sea kayaking! • 
Article and photos by Ian Lloyd-Jones 

The group 
George Cogger 
James Davies-Cooke 
Jonathan Gray 
David Heimerdinger 
Tom Kenyon 
Ben Whitehead 

The staff 
Jez Hayes 
Chris Jowett 
Ian Lloyd-Jones The Lysebotn ferry back to Stavanger. 
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It all started in a pub on a Saturday night ... 
Chris suggested we go paddling in Canada 
over the summer. Things started to fall into 
place throughout the spring, numbers were 
confirmed, flights booked, the nice lady at 
Canyon Gear made us boatbags, 27m of 
bubble wrap was brought and some of us even 
went on a 'warm up trip' to the Alps for three 
weeks! Eventually the departure day arrived, 
and at 8am the nine of us met at Gatwick for 
the flight for Vancover, 'Operation Moose' had 
began. 

We arrived in Vancover after a long flight, having been delayed for six 
hours in Gatwick and having had a stop in Toronto for crew change. Once 
at the airport we were told it would cheaper to hire two limos to take us to 
our youth hostel than three cars, needless to say we didn't complain! 

Two days later we were ready to go. We'd hired two people carriers 
from 'rent-a-wreck' car hire. We had images of black Crysler Voyagers with 
tinted windows, but in the end we got a turquoise and a white car, both 
with roof racks that buckled when you put any weight on them at all - we 
eventually managed to fit five boats on them! 

The paddling began in earnest the next day, we started off with the 
Green river. We were told it was 'grade 2 +' by the lady in the 
Kayak shop in Squamisch. It was certainly the best 
'grade 2+' river I've ever paddled, and it certainly 
made us wonder what Canadian grade 4 would 
be like! 

We ticked off the rivers one after 
another, it was 'minimum faff' paddling 
trip, just two cars and nine people. The 
amazing thing about the Canadian 
rivers was they were so much more 
continuous than those in Britain (or 
even the Alpine rivers I've paddled 
before). We spent a month out in 
BC, paddling most days, doing 14 
different sections of rivers in total. 
We even managed to find time to 
do some tourist stuff such as driving 
up the lciefield Parkway, spending a 
day in Banf and Jasper, a day in 
Victoria and a couple of days in 
Vancover. 

If you ever get a chance to get out 
to BC make sure you jump at it! The 
paddling is brilliant and there's stuff for 
everyone out there, from gentle floats to gnarly 
grade 5. I would recommend you check out the 
following rivers if you go out to BC. We did a few other runs 

too (the upper Thompson, the 
upper Adams and the Shauswap 
but they were not as good as the 
ones mentioned here) 
• The Green River, grade Ill - 

This was an excellent warm up, starts 
off in a lovely warm lake where we saw 

seaplanes taking off. It steepens up 
considerably in the middle and becomes a 

bit harder. 
• Cheakamus River below Daisy lake, grade 

Ill (IV) - A great 111 run with one grade IV drop that 
backlooped everyone who ran it! Don't miss the takeout, 
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there's a nasty unrunnable Canyon section below. 
• Upper Cheakamus, grade IV- Very 'full on', possibly the toughest 

run we did out there. We did it in low water, when it was less pushy 
but the holes were still big, I managed to get ends in my H3 in one 
of them! Mark soloed it earlier on in the trip when it was a couple of 
feet higher - it changes a lot with water levels. He inspired us all 
with confidence as he lead the rest of us down it later on in the 
holiday by saying "this is a completely different river and I don't 
remember it at all"! 

• The Elhao and The Squamisch, grade Ill - The Elhao runs into the 
Squamisch its a high volume run that starts off harder and gradually 
eases up. We had a swimmer on it and had an 'interesting' time re­ 
uniting boat and person involving some rock climbing! The Squamish 
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is like the flat bits 
of the Durance in 
places and the 
big and bouncy 
bits of the lmst 
Gorge in other 
places - an odd 
river! 

• The upper 
Nahatlach, grade 
Ill (IV) - Another 
brilliant grade Ill 
river with two 
easy grade IVs on 
it. Hazel got her 
boat pinned in 
the middle of 
rocky rapid in the 
middle of the 
river. It gave us 
the chance to 
behave like 'boys 
with toys' and get 
out our rescue 
kits! A textbook z­ 
drag rescue which Franco Ferrero would have been proud of saved the 
day and Hazel's lnazone. 

• The Nahatlach canyon, grade IV - My third best river, not quite as 
hard as the or as contnious upper Chekamus but still a serious 
undertaking. You can't walk out of it since it's a canyon. Comment of 
the day was Mark saying "We'll inspect all the major rapids from now 
on" just before leading us blind down the hardest rapid of the run, he 

gave some lame 
excuse about their 
being no eddys above 
it! 
• The Thompson 
Canyon, grade IV - 
Big water! Makes the 
big water runs of the 
Alps look small, rapids 
aren't too hard in 
themselves but the 
boils, whirlpools and 
eddylines below them 
aren't very nice. We 
did it in low water. 
• Kicking Horse 
from Beaverfoot 
bridge to Glenogle, 
grade Ill (IV) - 
Another brilliant grade 
Ill run with a grade IV 
drop on it. Everyone 
who ran the drop 
managed to cock it up 
to some degree, 

Mark's smear move on the wall whilst being pulled back towards the 
hole was very impressive! 

• Kicking Horse from below Yoho bridge to Golden (canyon 
secton), grade IV- My best run of the trip, big water in a canyon. 
Nothing too difficult in there (at the level's we did it at) but we didn't 
know it at the time! An amazing adrenalin buzz not knowing what was 
around the next corner but knowing you wouldn't be able to portage! 

:# 4'/ 
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SPORT 

PARK FARM ESTATE 
COMPTON VERNEY 

WARWICKSHIRE CV35 9HJ 
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• Canoes & Kayaks • Whitewater & Recreation 
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• Clearwater, grade Ill (IV) - We did it in low water levels and portaged 
around the nasty grade V bit called 'The Kettle'. The upper section 
was easier than the lower. We met the nicest fishermen ever just after 
The Kettle, chatty and helpful they even took in their lines and 
stopped fishing when we wanted to go past. 

• The Soo grade (IV) - I didn't do this run but those that did said it was 
their best one, technical and continuous they came off the river with 
big grins. 

• Skookumchuck (tidal rapids) - although not a river, no trip to BC 
would be complete without a trip to Skook. Some claim its the best 
playspot in the world. Easy to surf and stay on it, but if you flush off the 
boils and whirlpools down below it are not very nice. If you like 
surfing/playboating then you will be in heaven. I don't, so I sat on the 
bank moaning all day that we could have been paddling a real river! • 

info 
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WENONAH CANOES 
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' Canoe2004 
For the second year 
the International 
Canoe Exhibition is 
running alongside The 
Ordnance Survey 
Outdoors Show at the 
NEC in Birmingham. 
One week before 
Easter, the NEC will be 
packed with canoe 
enthusiasts from near 
and far to take part in 
this huge celebration 
of the sport. The 
coming event has more 
features, competitions 
and speakers than ever 
before, and your ticket 
gets you into the 
largest outdoors show in the UK 
as well! 

All the latest canoes and accessories, from 
leading manufacturers are here with top retailers 
such as Brookbank, Nucleus, and Endless River 
showing off the latest product lines. This is a great 
chance for you to investigate and buy new kit, 
because of all the experts on hand to advise you. 

The centre of attention at the last show was the 

- Celebrate with us! 

ICE offer 

pool with wave machine, and it's 
back in 2004 with some of the 
world's top paddlers showing off skills 
and techniques. Also a part of 'The 
Merrell Kayak Experience' is the Peak 
UK Indoor Freestyle Competition, and 
product trials in the canoe pool - 
come and try the boats for yourself! 
Merrell are also offering their latest 
footware range for testing in the pool. 
The Paddlesport Workshop features a 
fantastic line-up of skill sessions, 
themed talks and celebrity speakers. 
See the website at 
www.theoutdoorsshow.co.uk for 
timetable information. 
ICE goes Outdoors! Not content with 
taking up four halls at the NEC, The 
Outdoors Show incorporates the 
Outdoors Pavilion which leads to a 
new canoe polo competition on the 
lake at the NEC. A grandstand with 
tiered seating is being constructed for 
all to watch the competition. 
Plus: A ticket to ICE also gets you 

into the rest of The Ordnance Survey Outdoors Show, with the very 
best of the climbing, diving, biking, walking, camping, and 
travelling worlds!e 

£8 OFF! Be quick! 
ICE comes at a special price 
to British Canoe Union 
members - Call 0870 010 
9086, quote BCU, and pay 
only £16 for two tickets. 
Or you can book online (use 
BCU code when prompted) at 
www.theoutdoorsshow.co. uk 
Door prices are £12 Adult, £6 
concession. Special offer 
closes 1st April 2004. Calls 
are charged at the national 
calling rate. NEC car-parking 
charges apply. 
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Exposed to the full brunt of the Bristol 
Channel tides. Lundy lies about 35km off the 
North Devon coast, depending on where you 
depart from. 

Having already paddled to Ireland and The Isle of Man from Anglesey, 
this appeared to be an easier option. I was training for a solo trip to Cape 
Horn and needed to spend time alone in my sea kayak, to get in to the 
physical and mental state needed for solo crossings and coastlines. 

Woolacombe beach was the start point, in the middle of the summer 
tourist season. I parked up and asked the attendant if I could leave the 
car overnight, no problems, I would be charged for two days. 

I have always paddled to get away from crowds, yet here I was 
wheeling my boat through a sea of humanity covering the beach. I could 
not wait to get in the boat and paddle away. The weather was great. No 
wind and flat calm. The boat cut through the water like a knife, away from 
the noise and bustle. 

However, no wind meant fog! Two kilometres out from Woolacombe 
and that was it, surrounded by mist. It is amazing how quickly you get 
disorientated on the sea. I had experienced this before, but it still saps 
your confidence. 

I was in a rush before I left and was unable to get a chart, so I was 
stuck with a road atlas map of which I had quickly drawn on the rough 
lines of longitude and latitude. 

I paddled for a couple of hours in the mist and then started to feel the 
old doubts about the navigation. I felt completely disorientated with 
nothing to make a reference on. Lundy is a small target to hit, being only 
five kilometres long and one and a half kilometres wide. That, combining 
with strong tides and currents that run round the Island, was making me a 
little nervous. 

Whilst getting a grip of myself and doing lots of positive thinking, I get 
this 'presence' to my starboard side and looking up I see the ferry to 
Lundy appearing out of the mist. Somewhat relieved, I get into my 
paddling rhythm, checking my fix every hour. 

Coming up to the seventh hour I still have seen no sign of life, 

according to the Latitude and Longitude I should be near the northern end 
if the Island. I therefore adjusted my bearings slightly a few times. It is 
always hard to keep on the exact bearing when the sea is a bit choppy. 

A few seconds pass and then this eerie noise rose above the mist. Is 
it a foghorn? It doesn't sound quite right, yet still I start to head towards 
it. Suddenly, out of the mist appears the Island some three hundred 
metres away. It does not seem to fit the picture on the map. I then realise 
I am at the south end. I must take more time drawing those pencil lines 
on the road map and use a thinner pencil next time. Maybe even use a 
ruler instead of the side of my driving licence! 

The strange eerie noise began to make sense, it was a chorus of 
seals moaning in sync with the foghorn. Not really caring where I land, I 
empty my pee bottle and race into shore to stretch my legs. 

Another sting in the tail, an awkward clamber up a steep hill to the 
camping area with all the gear. On the way up I meet two lads who had 
heard me on the VHF to Swansea Coast Guard. They direct me to the mist 
filled campsite, which I stagger into; at least I've stretched my legs! 

I quickly set the tent up, throw a bit of food down my throat, and then 
head off for a beer. The Marisco Tavern brews its own beer. I bump into 
some old climbing friends in the bar, (it's a small world) who tell me the 
fog has been in for a couple of days. 

The Island is owned and managed by a trust, and has a fascinating 
historical exhibition of the islands history. They also rent out properties to 
climbers and walkers who visit the Island. 

The fog was still around in the morning and my tent and clothes were 
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still wet. I decided to paddle around the Island and return via the North 
end. The dramatic scenery unfolded. Huge cliffs and rock arches 
appeared out of the mist.I felt the current picking up as I approached the 
northern end. I paddled passed the Devil's Slide, one of Lundy's famous 
climbs, into the overfalls called the Hens and Chickens. 

The plan was to head off the North end straight back to 
Woolacoombe. Once again the mist came in. Swansea gave a good 
forecast on VHF, so it was back into my paddling rhythm. 

I felt tired after the previous day, but more in tune with the conditions. 
Four hours later a boat loomed out of the mist, a small tanker! The cook 
was having a fag along the port side, which dropped out of his mouth 
when he saw me. It's always a worry these boats often have nobody on 
the bridge and are navigated by computers. You certainly wouldn't have 
been picked up by radar being such a small craft. So I always assume I 
will never be seen and try to stay away! 

I remembered the car park shut at 7.30pm, so upped the pace, and 
arrived back at Woolacoombe at 7.00pm. I loaded the boat on its wheels 
and legged it up the beach. The car park staff where great, they helped 
me load the boat on to the van. They said that they were beginning to get 
worried about me. 

I jumped in to the van and drove up to the barrier with my money at 
the ready. With a wink from the gatekeeper the barrier opened. No charge 
he said, then added "Have you heard about the Great White Shark that 
was spotted of Woolacoombe yesterday"! • 
Olly Sanders 
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Better than eatm 
kebabs! 
Rob Beadnell - P&H Capella 
David Gibson - Fisherman's Friend 
Simon Lewis - Ace Sea Kayak 
Mick Cooke - P&H lcefloe 

Apart from eating kebabs and making love to 
beautiful women (In my dreams), my two main 
passions in life are rock climbing and sea 
kayaking. Ever since my first climbing trip to 
Lundy Island, I have always wanted to paddle 
there in my sea kayak and take in the 
magnificent scenery, rugged coastline and 
gaze up at the awesome granite cliffs from 
sea level. 

We decided that a maximum of six people would be an ideal number 
to carry out the crossing, with anymore it would have been difficult to 
stay together in a group during the open water crossing (especially if the 
visibility was bad or the sea rough). We had also been given permission 
to stow our kayaks in a small cave on the landing beach at Lundy and 
there was only limited space available in it. Although originally we had six 
keen, fit and able volunteers to make the trip, however, for various 
reasons during the weeks leading up to the journey our numbers had 
dwindled to four. Three southern shandy drinking softies and a 
"Fisherman's Friend" sucking northern bloke. (Never trust a man who 
sucks a Fisherman's Friend!) 

Although the nearest point of land to Lundy Island is Hartland Point 
(approximately 11 miles), we decided that because this direct route would 
have taken us across the strong tidal flow in the Bristol Channel at right 
angles, it would be more desirable to set out from the North Devon coast 
near to llfracombe and allow the tide to help us on our way. After a look at 
the map, we elected to launch from Lee Bay which is just to the west of 
llfracombe and that would give us an open water crossing distance of 20 
miles to Lundy Island. With a following tide we estimated that our trip 
would take about four hours. Marvellous! 

After informing Swansea coastguard of our intentions, we launched at 
high tide at 10.00 and paddled through the six-foot swell on a north­ 
westerly bearing until we were clear of the land. From the very start we all 
thought to ourselves that if the swell didn't ease off, we would probably 
have to abandon the trip. Fortunately, once we were a mile clear of the 
coastline and in deeper water, the swell did drop off and the sea became 
relatively calm in the light breeze. As the weather was overcast we 
couldn't actually see Lundy Island and our navigational skills were really 

going to be put to the test. We were very conscious that if we missed 
Lundy Island the next landfall to the west could possibly be the east coast 
of America! 

It was a strange feeling paddling out into the Bristol Channel with no 
land on the horizon, knowing that the bearing you were travelling on 
wasn't actually the direction of your final destination, especially as that 
destination couldn't even be seen. It was with great relief that after the 
two hours paddling, Lundy Island was just visible on the horizon over to 
the west on our port sides. We all stopped for a breather, rafted up and 
while Dave was offering around his Fisherman's Friends (Lemon flavour 
don't you know!), Simon checked the GPS to see which direction the tide 
was pushing us. Fantastic, the GPS confirmed that we were now drifting 
to the west and actually heading directly for Lundy Island. 

Occasionally we would paddle past what seemed like hundreds of 
small weird looking sea creatures floating on the sea's surface and 
drifting in the wind, in our ignorance to correctly identify them, we 
christened them "Dreadful Killer Spindly Fish"; until we knew otherwise. 
(See note 2). With just a few miles to go, we were joined by an 
inquisitive Grey Seal that kept diving down in front of our group and 
reappearing close by when we least expected it. Truly amazing and what 
a brilliant welcome to the island! 

Very soon afterwards we had beached our kayaks on the landing 
beach, stretched our legs, taken the compulsory team photograph and 
unpacked our equipment from the kayak's hopefully watertight 
compartments. It's always a relief when you open your boat's hatch to 
discover that it is still bone dry inside. Unfortunately, Dave's kayak did 
have a slight leak and so some of his belongings were a little moist. 
Having stowed our kayaks in the cave, we made our way up the winding 
path to the small settlement on the top of the island and the campsite. It 
wasn't long before we had sorted out all our domestics and were renewing 
old acquaintances, sampling the beer and eating the brilliant tucker in the 
island's only pub, "The Marisco Tavern". 

The next morning Rob and myself (both Lundy veterans) took Simon 
and Dave for the grand walking tour of the Island, following the coastline 
and scrambling down to sea level where we could whet the appetite for 
the afternoon's kayaking. We set out that afternoon from the landing 
beach and paddled all around the island in a clockwise direction. Setting 
out when we did meant that the island's three tidal races would be 
manageable and not running too strong. By going in a clockwise direction, 
we would hit the most problematic tidal race; "Shutter Rock" early in the 
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Paddles, workshops, seminars, slideshows, 
buffet, entertainment, keynote lecture and 
extended guided paddling programme for 
rest of week. 

An experience you'll never forget! 

11 
Chris Jones Tel 01534 734073 e-mail chris@seapaddler.co.uk 

28th - 31'1 May 2004 Cost £85.00 

Rubberman Drysuits 
& Seal Replacement Services 

Made to Measure Drysuits a Speciality 
Repairs to Wetsuits. Drysuits, Cags, 

Dry Trousers, Salopettes 
All types/ sizes of latex seals replaced 

Pressure testing and leak troubleshooting 
Zip and boot replacement 

Alterations and repairs on other 
outdoor equipment 

Chris Steele, Rubberman Drysuits 
& Seal Replacement Services 

Tan-y-Ffordd Ucha, Gian Conwy 
Colwyn Bay, Conwy LL28 5PG 

Phone: 01492-580616 or 07778-803775 
n11aas::Dftl::lft Ema!I: chris@rubberman.co.uk 1~•11=:.: Webs,te: www.rubberman.co.uk 
* DIVE*CANOE*SAIL*SURF*RAFT*DIVE*CANOE*SAIL*SURF*RAFT* 

The canoe & kayak specialists 
for all your paddling needs! 

(We are not just for the whitewater paddler.) 
6,000 square feet of paddler's paradise 5 mins 

from junction I of the M3. 
Shepperton Marina, Felix Lane 
Shepperton, Middx TW 17 8NS 

Tel: 01932 247 978; Fax: 01932 241 368 
Email: whitewater@canoecentre.demon.co.uk 

www.wwtcc.com 
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trip and could turn back to the landing 
beach without too much effort if it was too 
rough to paddle through. If we were to 
paddle around the island in an anti­ 
clockwise direction, we would have almost 
completed our journey before 
encountering "Shutter Rock" and so a 
return trip would be much more of a 
problem. 

The clockwise circumnavigation of the 
island took just over two hours and 
although the sea was "exciting" as we 
paddled through the tidal races we all 
survived without any drama. 

For the return trip back to Lee Bay the 
next day, we needed to depart at low 
water in order to catch the tidal flow. Low 
water was at 05.30 and although the wind 
was currently blowing from the north-east, 
the forecast was for the wind to veer to 
force three south-westerly overnight. 
Couldn't be better, both wind and tide 
going in our direction, tomorrow should be 
a doddle. 

All seemed very calm and mysterious 
as we paddled out to sea in the half-light 
of the dawn. Still in the lee of the coast, 
the sea was quite calm and there was no wind. Unfortunately, as we 
rounded the headland of landing bay and made for the open water, the 
sea became quite rough and we noted that the wind was still blowing from 
the north east from the previous day. Paddling our kayaks in this wind over 
tide condition became quite a slog and it was very disconcerting to look 

over your shoulder after two hours paddling and still see Lundy Island 
larger than life behind you! A quick check of the GPS confirmed our fears, 
we were only making one knot in our desired direction. With approximately 
18 miles still to paddle to Lee Bay and only four hours of tide left in our 
favour before it turned against us, this was not good. After a quick team 
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talk we decided that either we had to turn back to Lundy or revise our 
plans and paddle towards Hartland Point and finally land at Clovelly. We 
decided on the latter option because Hartland Point was the nearest 
point to us on the mainland and although the wind over tide condition 
was making the sea quite lumpy and confused, at least the effect of the 
tidal flow was almost being cancelled out by the wind. 

After notifying Swansea coastguard of our revised intentions and 
following four hours of hard paddling, we finally made the North Devon 
coastline just to the east of Hartland Point. With great relief we landed on 
a small deserted beach, stretched our legs and drank a quick brew from 
our flasks. We then launched again for the paddle along the coastline to 
Clovelly and the final leg of our adventure. 

On the beach at Clovelly we phoned Swansea coastguard and our 
families to let them know of our safe arrival. While Simon and Dave 

and looked after the 
kayaks, Rob and myself 
managed to get a lift 
with some extremely 
generous New 
Zealanders who went 
out of their way on their 
journey to London to 
take us back to Lee Bay 
and our vehicles. Now 
where's that nearest 
kebab shop? • 
Mick Cooke 
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Perception Wavehopper 
Challenge 2003 Series 
Results 
Under 16 Boys 
1 Kyle Bowles, Solihull 99 
2 Theo Gove-Humphries, 

Solihull 99 
3 Damon Davies, 

Shropshire 98 

Under 16 Girls 
1 Jennifer Hyslop, 

Hexham 99 
2 Kate Monaghan, 

Salford 98 
3 Laura Seager, 

Shropshire 72 

Under 14 Boys 
1 Peter Hollis, Salford 99 
2 John Hiam, Shropshire 98 
3 lain Baker, Bath 98 

Under 14 Girls 
1 Olivia Churchill, 

Addlestone 100 
2 Katie Brown, Bath 99 
3 Sandra Hyslop, 

Hexham 98 

Under 12 Boys 
1 Jack Harrison, 

Shropshire 100 
2 Adam Cooper, Salford 98 
3 Sebastian Allinson, 

HHP93 

Under 12 Girls 
1 Jordon Davies, 

Shropshire 100 
2 Loiuse Monaghan, 

Salford 97 
3 Alice Russell, 

Shropshire 90 

Club 
1 Shropshire 1125 
2 Salford 929 
3 Leighton Buzzard 537 

Perception Wavehopper 
Challenge Nene 12 Oct 
Results 
Under 12 Boys 
1 Jack Harrison, Shropshire 
2 Sebastian Accinson, 

Nottingham 
3 Adam Cooper, Salford 

U14 Boys 
1 Jonathan Hiam, 

Shropshire 
2 Peter Hollis, Salford 
3 lain Baker, Bath 

U16 Boys 
1 Kyle Bowles, Solihull 
2 Theo Gove Humpries, 

Solihull 
3 Daman Davies, Shropshire 

U12 Girls 
1 Jordain Davies, Shropshire 
2 Tessa Carter, Wilts YC 
3 Ruth Fenn, Salford 

U14 Girls 
1 Olivia Churchill, 

Addlestone 
2 Kat Brown, Bath 
3 Sandra Hyslop, Hexham 

U16 Girls 
1 Jennifer Hyslop, Hexham 
2 Zoe Jones, Shropshire 
3 Katy Monaghan, Salford 

Club 
1 Shropshire Paddle 625 
2 Leighton Buzzard 53 7 
3 Salford WWW 469 

Ton up on the Nene 

Right: Sandra Hyslop 

Percep~ion Wavehopper 
Challenge Finals 2003 
The finals of the Series took place at the Nene White 
Water Centre, Northampton. Entries were extremely high 
with over 100 young people from all parts of England 
taking part. The number of entries took everyone by 
surprise - but what a pleasant surprise! 

The course started in the pump pool and after 15 
seconds of chop, the drop into a pool looms large, shot on 
the left with the bow pointing right was the chosen route for 
many. Then the course becomes more technical with a series 
of tight 'S' bends, leading to the final long bend into the 
finish. A total distance of 200m of challenging, wet, fun. The 
racers set off at one minute intervals with two runs allowed 
and the best run counting. The crowds of parents, coaches 
and fellow racers encouraged and applauded all the racers 
down the course, and occasionally acted as safety support. 

Shropshire Paddlesport an emerging force on the youth 

scene won the team series prize. Salford Watersports who 
had a battle all season long with Shropshire were also 
awarded a prize for their excellent efforts. Both the clubs were 
presented with a Wavehopper provided by Perception. 

Many thanks to Perception for continuing to support the 
development of wild water racing. Thanks also to Gary Denton 
and his team from the Nene WWC, Soar Valley Canoe Club 
and of course all the competitors and their supporters. 
Together with some beautiful weather, it was a great day for 
the sport. Next season the series takes a big step forward and 
will be fully incorporated into the wild water racing calendar, 
keep up to date with developments visit www.wildwater.org.uk 
or www.bcu.org .uk/youth/youthindex .html 
Howard Blackman 
East Midlands Paddlesport Development Officer 

Freestyle road show 
For those that prefer the adrenalin of white water 
coupled with some posing and wicked moves - the BCU 
Young People's Programme introduced a series of 
freestyle clinic days across the country. The coaching 
was provided by Kayakojacko - well known for their 
expertise in this field and organised by the Young 
People's Programme. The aim in 2005 is to build on this 
concept to take quality coaching to young paddlers keen 
on freestyle, playboating and surfing. More details will 
be posted on our web site early next year - or contact 
your local PDO for details. Many thanks to Jacko, his 
team and coaches supporting the days. 

In the meantime - a report from our PDO Paul Newman 
on the session run at Chertsey Weir on the Thames. 

Although the weather felt cold after the long hot summer, 
the paddlers all enjoyed developing their expertise. The dry 
spell meant there was sufficient water coming through the 
sluices - but only the sluices - and the younger paddlers 

probably were not intimidated. Ages ranged from 9 to 18, 
with a good spread of ability, boding well for the future of the 
sport. The lock keeper kindly allowed photographers, 
coaches, and parents (wearing buoyancy aids) out on to the 
catwalk to get closer to the action, and watch and encourage 
the paddlers. 
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Ughtning struck 
Hasler Finals - Reading 
It was a case of being struck by Lightnings - the sight of 
50 young paddlers lined up right across the Thames at 
Reading - in control and ready to do battle! The young 
racers were sent off in two groups - Under 12 first 
followed by the Under 10's - in a course that took them 
round a buoy turn, back round the Caversham Bridge and 
back to the finish at Reading CC. In the Under 12's boys, 
Ian Green from Barking and Dagenham was a clear winner, 
with Steph Holmes from Worcester overtaking Rosie 
Farrington in the last leg. In the Under 10's Clive Mark 
from Gailey was able to add another medal to his 
collection and Betsy May Clark took 1st place in the girls 
from Emma Hawthorne of Worcester. The overall club prize 
was won by Royal Canoe Club for the second year running. 

There were some excellent performances by all the young 
paddlers and good support from parents and coaches - well 
done! This event also kicked off the 2003/4 Pyranha 
Marathon Cup Series - for more details check our website on 

PaddlePower Day 
Sunday 12th October 
Twenty young people from across West Yorkshire took to 
the water on the River Calder at Halifax Canoe Club for 
our first Paddlepower Day - a joint event organised by 
Halifax and Bradford & Bingley Canoe Clubs. 

The basic aim - to put on an event specially designed for 
under 16's and to really kick-start the BCU's PaddlePower 
programme at both of the clubs. 

On the water, Canadian Canoes were transformed into 
Dragon Boats for teams to race against each other - with one 
group even invented 'extreme dragon boating' when they 
headed down the white water course! 

Above County Bridge, groups were put through their 
paces at slalom; learning or brushing up on their strokes 
before having a crack at the Diamond Slalom Awards. All 
those that tried got an award - with several reaching bronze 
and silver standards - and eager to improve to come back for 
a try for the gold award in the future. 

On the rapids of the white water course, youngsters had a 
go at white water racing. Firstly, trying out the Wavehopper's 

on the flat water - most finding them very long, tippy unwieldy 
compared to their usual boats. Those that were brave used a 
Wavehopper for a timed down river run, while others returned 
to their normal boat for their race run. 

At the opposite extreme, youngsters also had the 
opportunity to try out a play boat, starting on the flat to get 
the hang of dipping nose and tail, then moving on to the 
rapids to surf some waves. 

And the fun didn't stop off the water, where young people 
(and their Mums and Dads) took part in 100m sprints against 
the clock on a canoe-ergo machine (thanks to Len Hartley 
BCU PDO) with some forward paddling coaching tips thrown 
in to help get up to a good speed. 

The day finished off with presentations of medals for the 
winners of the various competitive events, Diamond Slalom 
Awards and certificates for all those who took part. 

All in all, a great day of paddling for all the youngsters 
that came along and a shining example of how two clubs 
working together can do far more than either could manage 
to do alone. Look out for the details of this event next year 
when we hope to make it even bigger and better. 

Finally, a big thank you is due to John Stopford for 
organising the event, all 
the coaches and helpers 
from both Halifax and 
Bradford & Bingley 
Canoe Clubs who made 
the day a success and 
Len Hartley BCU 
Paddlesport 
Development Officer for 
his help and support. 
Les Ford 
Halifax Canoe Club 
Photo by 
Vic Buckley 

And 
finally ... 
We have to say thanks 
to our PDO's that have 
recently left the BCU - 
for their support and 
help in developing more 
and better opportunities 
for young people in 
Paddlesport - Gordon 
Walling (London), Craig 
Hill (Southern). Also 
thanks to Kevin 
Bowerbank who has 
recently finished his one 
year contract in Wessex. 
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LETTERS 
Your chance to put forward your point of view 

Please send letters 
either by email to 

peter@ 
canoefocus .co .uk 

or post to: 
Canoe Focus, 

49 Greenfields, 
St Ives, 

Cambs PE27 5HB 

Kayak 
Focus 

I have re-joined the 
BCU having let my 
membership lapse 
several years ago 

owing to pressures of 
work etc making it 

difficult to find time to 
go canoeing. 

I see from your 
magazine that attitudes 

have changed little in 
that time. I am not a 

kayaker, but a canoeist, 
but I see nothing in your 

October magazine on 
canoeing. Is it not time 
that you changed the 

name of the magazine to 
'Kayak Focus', because 

that's where the 
priorities of the BCU lie! 

Richard Knisely­ 
Marpole 

Yes, the last issue was 
light on canoeing 

features. I must point 
out though that 

throughout the last 
year we have featured 

many stories on 
canoeing. However, it 
is a fact of life, that 

we always receive far 
more articles, features 
and stories to do with 

kayaking. The 
magazine only reflects 

what is sent by 
contributors. 

Ed 

Access - what's happening? 
Some time ago the BCU announced that they were 
recruiting a full time Access Officer for England (as 
advertised in the June issue of the Canoe Focus). What 
has happened to this position? 

As a keen canoeist I always look with interest at what is 
happening on the access situations around the country. The 
chance of paddling a new river is always a welcome opportunity. 
As a paying BCU member, I would personally like to see what the 
outcome of this position is, who has been selected to fill the 
position and what the plans for the future are. With the current 
access situation on the Dee in doubt for this years' Dee Tours I 
would really like to know what is being done to further the sport 
of canoeing in the UK with regards to access. I know there is a 
large team of dedicated local access officers working hard to 
secure and maintain local access agreements but what about 
the wider picture. What is being done on a national scale? 

Without access to rivers the development of paddling, both 
as a recreational activity and at competitive levels, is going to be 
restricted severely and the effects can only be detrimental to the 
future of the sport. I would ask that the BCU be more open with 
their activities and keep their valued members informed of the 
campaigns and developments they are currently engaged in. 
Paul Bull 
Dear Paul, 
Can I thank you for your excellent letter and may I welcome 
your interest. The short answer to your question is ''A lot" and 
"More than ever before". But, that is not to say we are at all 
satisfied or complacent, to put it mildly we are not. The truth is 
that Canoe Access is a complex area, never more complex than 
now, AND the law in England and Wales favours the riparian 
owner and his tenants. 

Yes, we did advertise for an Access Officer and we did 
interview a short list. However, it was felt that none of the 
applicants had the necessary skills needed, no one was appointed 
and the officers and volunteers involved are now considering their 
next move. All is not gloom since one of the applicants, Molly 
McKenzie had a degree in civil engineering and she starts full time 
employment with the Access and Facilities team in January. This 
much needed extra resource will help access in as much that i can 
swap some of my facilities work for access. 

You obviously are aware that it is the Welsh Dee where the 
current problems are and it is the Welsh Canoe Association that 
is leading on this issue. Their chief executive, Richard Lee and 
deputy Richard Harvey are in touch with the riparian owners and 
are negotiating with them for next year and for the future. It is 
vital that their efforts be allowed to proceed to maturity. 

The current access team consists of myself, Kevin East, 
three days per week, Colin Kempson the volunteer chair of the 
English Access Committee and part of the time of our chief 
executive Paul Owen, plus colleagues in Wales and Scotland. 
Kevin is based in Hounslow, West London and he is handy to 
attend meetings is central London. Today for example, Kevin, 
Colin and Paul are meeting DEFRA Minister Alun Michael, and 
tomorrow all of us plus our Scottish, Welsh and Irish colleagues 
are getting together in Manchester to compare notes. We are 
campaigning to change the law and people in high places are 
taking note. The minister and DEFRA with partners have, in the 
wake of the recent Access to Land Bill, (entitled "The Countryside 
and Rights of Way Bill 2000"), have commissioned Brighton 
University to study all aspects of Access to Water. The Brighton 
team is due to report back to the minister in the spring. 

To sum up, I too like to paddle new rivers and I too am a 
BCU member, a life member in fact and yes, I agree with your 
comments, all of them. Access is like my school report ,10/10 
for effort 0/10 for results, could do better! I hope this helps 
'eru: we will try and publish more articles on what the Access 
team is doing and what it gets up to. 
Chris Hawksworth 

The birthplace of polo? 
Reading the October issue of Canoe Focus and the item 
about the "Great TV coverage for canoe polo" brought 
back many memories. 

During the winter of 1968-69 I was running a number of 
pool sessions. In those days I was an energetic Senior 
Instructor and all I seemed to do was rinse chlorine out of my 
gear and repair BATs (The Bath Advanced Trainer designed by 
Alan Byde, which was just a tiny, round ended canoe for use in 
a swimming pool.) Apart from teaching the boys from my own 
school in Gateshead how to handle kayaks, I was also doing 
pool courses for the school teachers in South Shields 
Education Authority, the town's Volunteer Life Guard club, Bede 
College at Durham University and paying members of the 
general public of South Shields. 

Naturally, I knew paddlers had been throwing and passing 
balls to each other on the water since the Celts did it in 
coracles but I wanted to see if there was any future using BATs 
in a swimming pool to create an organised game of polo. There 
were no rules for our game and everything had to be made up 
as each game progressed. Decisions had to be agreed on and 
each point or transgression had to be ruled upon it as it 
happened. I think the first rule I made was that that they were 
not allowed to jab one another with their paddles. The second 
rule, which followed pretty quickly on the first, was that 
everyone had to wear a crash helmet!) 

The little game turned out to be a success and the first 
public knock-out competition between my various coaching 
groups, was held at Derby Street Baths in South Shields, as 
part of the town's swimming gala. 

My wife Helene even wrote an article about the new game 
in "Canoeing in Britain" - (for those of you who are young, this 
was the ancient forerunner of Canoe Focus and was about the 
size of a Christmas card) and I raved about my new way of 
gaining facial injuries to anyone who would listen including the 
then Director of Coaching. (It was he who I hoped, would pass 
me for my Coach Award (Coach 5) at sometime in the near 
future - who says crawling doesn't help!) The downside was 
that nobody wanted to practice strokes or rolling any more as 
all they wanted to do was thrash about playing polo. 

I got the BBC TV "Look North" programme interested. They 
came and filmed it in the swimming pool and item went out on 
the evening of the 10th March 1969. In the light of all this, what I 
want to know is, can I give my home town of South Shields the 
honour of being the birth place of an international sport? 
Derek Hutchinson, Level 5 Coach 

Wells incident correction 
Following a news item broadcasted on BBC TV and also 
appearing in the Sunday Observer, regarding 16 Kayakers 
in difficulties off Wells next to the Sea, I need to inform 
you that it was factually incorrect. 

As the Water Leader for the eight members of Sudbury 
Canoe Club, I can you assure you that at no time were we, our 
group, in difficulty. 

Our group was paddling 'playboats' out in the surf when we 
came across eight sea kayakers in difficulty in the surf. They 
had five members taking swims, some more than and had got 
very chilled. Also they had a boat holed. We arrived on the 
scene and lent assistance whilst waiting for the RNLI inshore 
rescue boat to arrive. This included getting people back into 
their boats, staying with those no longer able to get into their 
boats and escorting some of them to the shore along with 
towing empty boats ashore. 

If this incident gets reported in Canoe Focus, we would 
appreciate the correct information given. 
Mike Dodd, Sudbury Canoe Club 
Glad to relay the truth of the matter. Ed 
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Buy and sell your second hand gear on-line at 
www.getoutcanoeing.co.uk/eclassified.asp. a FREE service GetOut/>Canoeing 
Please send adverts either by email to peter@canoefocus.co.uk 
or by post with BCU membership number to: CF Members Classified, 
49 Greenfields, St Ives, Cambs PE27 5HB. 
Adverts cannot be taken over the phone. 

For Sale 
1 Set of Aluminium "V" Bars unused (including 
bungees and "U" bolts). SW London/Surrey Area. contact 
Mark at rn cuWogton@hotrnail corn 
2 Euro Kayak Conquest. £100 ea. Also 2 Euro Kayak 
B6 £120ea. ono in all cases. I've used them all at various 
times for fiat water and river running. Chris 01204 88 
5332 or Mobile 0798 6519802 
50 red Yak Tribe buoyancy aids ranging in size from 
junior through to XXL, all unmarked. £25 each or £1150 
for the whole lot - ideal buy for centre or club. All in 
excellent condition, some as young as three months. 
Reason for sale: annual upgrading of equipment. Tel: 
028 437 70715 or info@interactiveteambuildinv com 
Aero 270, good condition, full plate foot rest and back 
rest. £200 ono. Loughborough, can easily bring to HPR 
0787 6293423 
Bliss-Stick Freestyler: a good riverplay/ riverrunner to 
further skills in. good condition. £270ono. contact: Paul 
e-mail: p j nenisrew@rnlk2 I com mobil: 
07905418429. (N-Yorks) 
C1 Slalom Kayak Kevlar/glass, used but in good 
condition no holes, folds or repairs, foam block seat, 
webbing thigh straps with quick release buckles. Always 
stored inside must sell just got too many boats £125 
ono. Essex Tel 01621 892018 or 07730 064 983 email - 
simon garre11@cpplc com 
Cl Slalom, Nomad Shoot - glass fibre with Kevlar 
seams. Excellent condition, extremely low line and good 
looking with custom metallic blue/yellow deck. Suit 
small to medium paddler either beginner or advanced 
slalomist. Straps and saddle fitted £50 ono with 
bushdeck. Midlands but will deliver within reason if 
required. Picture on request. Contact Tony email 
tmoss@iiii org uk or 01789269717 
Canadian canoe - Old Town Penescot 16, 17 or similar. 
I have a superb Touring bike to exchange. Giant Sierra 
Nevada 2002. 60cm frame. F and R suspension, cable 
disks, 175 cranks, 24 speed, geared for lugging and 
climbing, 17" - 88". Panniers, Vaude waterproof barbag. 
(lipless pedals. Low mileage. Original value 2002 
around £1000. Nerves in Right leg shot, can't pedal but I 
can paddle. It's a good deal! Hit the silk road. Rick Jones 
01629 820102 (Matlock area). 
Canoe Trailer, braked. Able to carry 21 kayaks, or 9 
open boats. University club, so unable to tow it. VGC 
worth £1600, offers from £750. Contact is 
eucc@xnel ex ac uk Trailer lives in Exeter at the mo. 
Dagger Blast good condition green/blue suit small 
paddler/ child £300 (North Wales) Tel Kath 07974 
981170 
Dagger Ultrafuge ( Ego) Very good playboat, excellent 
condition Red/ blue £250 Mark 07881820062 South 
East 
Dagger lnfared, full WW spec, orange, yellow and red, 
always stored in a garage, excellent condition. Can be 
seen in Yorkshire or at HP, £325ono. Contact Graeme on 
go1emehurst@vahoo co uk or 07814011513 
Dagger Ocoee fully fitted, used 3 times. £800 ovno. 
Dagger Crossover, as new. £300. Ottersport Double, 
wood, made 1980, very good condition. Offers. 01274 
880306 West Yorkshire 
Dagger Honcho. Excellent condition only used a few 
times but large backside necessitates sale for £450. 
Contact Kevin on 07760 173956. 
Dagger Redline £300, green and blue, good condition, 
mostly used for surfing. Contact Brian on 01654 711670 
or brioa@aberdvficutters freeserve co uk can meet at 
Treweryn or Uangollen. 
Dagger RPM. V.g. condition, full ww spec., grey/black. 
£285 ono. Cardiff based. PadlwrCymrn@aol com. 029 
20625064 
Dagger Super Ego, Good condition, Red white and 
blue, Fun boat! £350 Call Chris 07748801494 
(Hampshire) 
Dagger Ultrafuge (same as Ego) £250. Red/ Blue. 
Excellent condition playboat. WW spec. SE area. Contact 
Mark 07881 820062. 
Dagger Vengeance. blue and white. £340 ono Charlie 
07973264310. Email cbaclie@cowuk net 
Dagger Ultrafuge Playboat, awesome playboat in 
excellent condition:£300! Call Dan on 07949 394653 or 
Chris 0115 945 9759 (eve) 
Eskimo Diablo. Excellent river running boat. Full 
airbags, Royal Blue. Good condition (garage stored) 
£220. Contact Nigel Hooker - Kendal (01539) 726237 
Eskimo Gambler kayak, purple, approx 3m long, w.w. 
spec, air bags, backrest etc, exc cond. £ 250. Chorley, 
Lanes. 01257 278861 or 1revnroc1er@nol com 
Eskimo Quadro, Classic River runner with play 
potential. Bomber codex plastic. Blue. loads of room 
even for XXL feet. £250. (Sheffield) iobo@quba co uk 
07B11 802005 
Eskimo Quadro: ideal for those wishing to begin 
playboating, under two years old, excellent condition, 
£300 or nearest offer. West Yorks. Tel Martin 0113 266 
3950 
Eskimo Xeno, River running Playboat. Spins & wheels 
well, nice and forgiving. plenty of foot room. Green. 

£290. (Sheffield) john@quba co uk 07811 802005 
Eskimo Xeno, Green, airbag, fully padded out this boat 
plays the river well and is a verg good comfortable river 
runner. VGC, £350.00 contact Richie on email or 01432 
271038 
Enigma, plastic squirt boat. Purple. Good boat to learn 
in. £150 (Sheffield) john@quba co uk 07811 802005 
Euro Kayak Blitz new in 2000 used very little in last 
1 Smonths. At Grafham Water. £350ono. contact Andrew 
on 07745384091 in evenings 6pm-9pm 
2 Euro Kayak Conquests, a reasonable compromise 
flat water/ ww kayak £100ea. Also 2 Euro Kayak Blitz 
£120ea ono in all cases. Garage Clearout - space 
needed. Phone 01204 885332 or Mobile 07986519802 
Euro Kayak Conquest, good condition, complete with 
bulkhead footrest. & back strap. Excellent beginners 
boat. £150 ono, Please call Dermot on 01745 827674 
(North Wales). 
Greenlander pro.excellent condition.less than a year 
old.red deck white hull.retractable skeg,silva 
compass.three hatches.large keyhole cockpit.fast but 
stable.lovely boat,£950. bazza@bagzo freeserve co uk 
tel.01513429057 
K1 slalom, gold 'n' old but in perfect condition hardly 
seen the water. Fixed foot rest and ideal for smaller 
paddler. Good for young person starting up. £20. 
Pictures on request. Contact Tony email 
tmoss@iin org uk or 01789269717 
K2 mirage 6 in 'as new' condition complete with 
overstern rudder and seats. GRP construction in white. 
Stored indoors. £525. Winchester area. Tel: 01794 
301544 or email Margaret.Vincent@btinternet.com 
Kayaks For Sale. 4x Perception Corsica 5 (£150 each). 
1 x Perception Corsica Overflow £200. 1 x Perception 
Supersport £200. Pictures @ 
www we)oveitmoist co uk- For more information 
07736 390598 or maovn read@b!uevooderco uk 
Klepper Aeuius II expedition, good condition with 
downwind sailing rig £1,150.00 Pyranha prozone 225 
very good condition orange/black@250.00 contact 
Steve 01485 540147 
Rare Kober Weltmeister "Moldau' world championship 
laminated wooden paddles in as-new condition 
207.5cm length. Beautiful and powerful. £70 ovno 
Stephen 0208 944 0650 
Liquidlogic Session, Yellow, good condition, Reading 
area. Quick sale wanted hence £320 Also Werner 
paddles, orange, 197cm, 60 degree angle. only £80. 
Contact Dave: 07980 989236 or 
canoe god@hotmail com. 
Microbat 240, good con, backrest footrest 225 pounds 
ono phone Frank 07748315915 can be seen Hurley area. 
Mobile Adventure Symphony 16's. Fantastic boats. 
Good condition. £350 Mobile Adventure Hermes, 
awesome solo boat.£450. Gareth 015395 31758 or 
gareth 6eld@lakcsidevmca co uk 
Mobile Adventure Prospector Highline,roylex,dark 
green.fitted airbags.centre kneeling thwart.painters 
etc.Ready to paddle.very good condition.no 
damage.Just too many boats now! £725.00 Tel.01427 
628419 or email colonel2@b1Ppeoworld com 
Necky Gliss. Excellent condition hardly used. yellow 
with a red nose. Only £300 Tel David on 01924452468 
or 07713622521 
Open canoe trailer, 8-10 boats, Very Good condition. 
Serviced. £600. Contact Reg 07808 055306 or 
P Gray@UCC ac uk 
Outrage X. Open boat WW river runner fully fitted out 
with voyageur saddle and accessories inc air bags plus 
immersion research ratchet thigh straps, skid plate fitted 
and no hull damage just 1 years use. More boats forces 
sale, £700 ono call Kieron on 07787 156032 e - mail 
kieron@kslocombe freeserve co uk 
Paddle machine (lsokinetic), with bench and paddle 
shaft/ handles. Very good for training and keeping fit. 
£200 ono John or Diane Tel: 01788 335469 
Peak C1 slalom Cag-decks. One long sleeved, 
blue/black, large, excellent condition £40. One short 
sleeved, black, medium, excellent condition £40. Contact 
James at iames wonnacott@ntlworld com 
Peak Freestyle Cag-decks. One long sleeved, 
yellow/red, excellent condition £45. One short sleeved, 
yellow/red, excellent condition £40. Both decks are 
keyhole. Contact James at 
iames woonncou@nt]world com 
Peak Topdecks all in excellent condition. 1 Long 
sleeved Cl, blue and black (Lrg) £40. 1 Short sleeved, 
Cl. black (Med) £40. 1 Long sleeved freestyle, keyhole 
deck, yellow and red (med) £50. 1 short sleeved 
freestyle, keyhole deck, yellow and red (med) £50. 
Contact James at james wononcon@nllworld com 
Perception Amp playboat just a £150. It is blue and 
white called sky contact Chris Tel: 07932037063 
(Rickmansworth) 
Perception Torrent sit on top, all extras including thigh 
straps, footrests and surf fins. Exellent all purpose boat, 
good fun! Good condition. £200 o.n.o. Call Becky on 
07958 502 238, or email besmi2@bo1mail corn Could 
meet Birmingham or Nottingham 

Perception Dancer in good condition, colour- Jade 
green, white water spec. £150 ono will inc spraydeck. 
Please call Ian on 01295 258974 or 07813 148947 
Perception Pirouette Supersport, only used a few 
times and in immaculate condition. Comes with full pro­ 
line white water rigging, end caps and airbags. Colour is 
purple/lime, Schlegal paddle also available if 
interested. Am based in Norwich but can deliver to Nene 
whitewater course in Northampton. Only £250 call 
01603 443820/ 07753 825615. 
Perception super sport. As new condition £275 
Acrobat 270. Very Good condition £220 Neoprene 
Spraybeck. Kl/Medium waist as new £25 A Bowman 
01283 703576 (Near Derby) 
Perception Whipit. £250 ono. In good condition with 
very comfy CENew Zealand, seat system. Air bags 
included. Excellent beginners/ intermediate, coaching 
and river running boat. Would cost £400 new. Offers 
considered. Also Eurokayak Conquest, hardly used 
excellent condition, airbags, spraydeck and paddle 
included £200 ono. Call Susan on 07771 766452 (North 
Wales). 
Pyranha creek 280. red vgc with backrest and full 
plate footrest, stored under cover £190 ono call Neil 
01654767464, 07739568412 ore mail 
org8125@vahoo com 
Pyranha Creek 280 Excellent condition, Red with 
multi-colour artwork. Good beginner/intermediate boat 
for river running and rough water. Full plate, adjustable 
footrest, back rest, bow cap and airbags £220 ono. 
Midlands but will deliver within reason if required. 
Picture on request. Contact Tony email 
tmoss@iitt org uk or 01789 269717 
Pyranha H2, 1 year old, hardly used, stored indoors. 
Full WW spec. £475 ono, a bargain for a nearly new 
boat. Andrew, Macclesfield, 01625 619271. 
Pyranha lnazone 220. Black/yellow, always stored 
indoors, two years old, well looked after, good 
condition, Great for play and surf, £300 ono. Contact 
Dave on 07759125837 daytime or (01244) 880340 
evenings (Chester). E-mail 
austinmorrisb@htooenwocld com 
Pyranha lnazone 240: Original lnazone 240. Good for 
beginners looking for an easy river-running boat. good 
condition 2 years old blue & green £350 o.n.o. wanting 
quick sale. Contact Ash 01243 674204 or 07780788578 
Pyranha H2 still wrapped ready for christmas. Its 
resonably priced and ready to hit the water contact 
07967 827688 and ask for James Meers for more details 
56 190 One year old, great condition. Stored indoors. 
£450 Dave Walker Davidiames wa)ker@virgin net 
07881 654773 
Pyranha H3 245, lovely river runner & creekboat. (Only 
selling to get a 255 for more foot room). Used for 1 trip 
only, Red/Purple. £590 or swap for a H3 255. (Sheffield) 
john@quba co uk 07811 802005 
Pyranah Magic Bat in red £100 Riot Triclcter + 
Aluminium fins. Red in colour and excellent condition. 
Only surf use. £350. 07792 940214 01914896688 Lee 
Pyranha microbat 240. 2 months old, excellent 
condition. Full white water spec latest super xr fittings 
£450 contact mike hickman Tel 01244 679454 e-mail 
mike hickman2@b1inteme1 com 
Pyranha 56 190. 12 Months old, good condition, 
removable lap strap system. Stored indoors. Bargain 
£450 o.n.o Tel: Dave Walker 07881654773. 
dave wa)ker@salford gov uk 
Pyranha 56 190 £300. Lightweight former pyranha 
team boat. Fitted as Cl but will sell with Kayak seat if 
required. Contact James at 
inmes woonacott@nt\world com 
Pyranha 57 2 Ball. Fantastic boat for all situations. 1 
Year old, Blue/green, good condition, £425, call James 
07931 961211, iames@iamesreeves net 
Pyranha Sub 7, 2 Ball, orange and blue. Excellent 
condition, always stored in a garage, can be seen in 
Yorkshire or at HP, £375ono. Contact Graeme on 
graemehurst@vahoo co uk or 07814011513 
Pyranah Sub 7, Red, excelent condition, £400 ono. 
contact Howard 07733 104541 or email 
hbreacher@ho1mail com 
Rapeir Racing K1 Fibreglass - Blue top and White 
bottom. Comes with a Standard Seat. In reasonalbe 
condition. £55 o-n-o. Would like to sell fast as have got 
another boat. Contact Josh Cheasley - 
cbegasauraus@yaboo co uk or Mobile - 07736774747 
Or Martin Norman - Coach of Westle Canoe Club on 
07714488007 
Riot Dominatrix 44. Ultralight comp. spec. Super fast, 
super slicey, £450 ono Charlie 07973264310. Email 
chaclie@cowuk net 
Riot Disco Ultralite. Excellent condition, only been 
used a hand full of times. Hardly a scratch on it. set of 
fins to go with it too. Will sell for only £400 Tell David on 
01924452468 or 07713622521 
Riot Big Gun. Excellent condition, only used once. new 
house forces sail. the best big river, creek, coaching boat 
on market! Adjustable foot rests/thigh while paddling. 
rear bulkhead stern hatch. priced to sell at £550.00 
contact darren on 07775 837930 or 
darreo scon@cnxaons co uk 
Riot Slice - Red, Good Condition £250 Hertfordshire, 
can meet at Nene, HPP, Tryweryn etc Colin Eastwick 
01462 635760 or col in eastwick@amec com 
Riot Slice .purple.excellent surf & wave boat, suitable 
for larger paddler, good condition structualy, but quiet a 
few scratches, mostly paddled at Hurley. £225 o.n.o. 
tel.07885 798625 or gistaosfield@leacblewis co uk & 
ask for Graham. 

Roof bars to fit Fiat Punto 3 door up to 1999 
model.Have been well used but no damage. £20 plus 
p&p. 024 76474680 
Roof Bars for VW Mkll Golf £35. Roof Bars for current 
model VW Passat only used a couple of times £65. 
Contact James at iames woonacott@nt]wor!d com 
Slalom boat free to good home can deliver for petrol 
money phone Gary on 07766754163 
Savage Skeeter, awesome play-canoe, the way 
forward! Open to sensible offers. Tel: Chris 0115 945 
9759 (eve) 
Special school, 3 Instructors - no kit. Kayaks trailer and 
equipment wanted, cheap or better still free - will 
collect. E-mail johnbouhon I @netscape net 
Topo, Gold Ltd Ed, used once immaculate condition, 
£425 ono, call William West Midlands area 0121 357 
4025, 07967728453 
Topo Spud, used twice & stored under cover, complete 
with air bags & yak deck. £350 ono. Contact Wendy on 
01934 813824 
Topo (Spud) Amazing condition , used as flat water 
coaching boat and taken on white water only once . 
Nottingham/ South east/ Somerset . £320 . deck also 
available. inmes crookall@hotmail com 
Topo Spud condition, Blue, Great all round boat for 
rivers £200. Phone Julian on 07789 747348 or e-mail 
iulian masoo@dsso com 
Trailer for sale. Lightweight trailer for seven kayaks 
with new light-board. A-frame design with spare wheel 
and kit cage. South Wales area but can deliver further 
afield. £275. Call Raz on 01834 861282 
Vaude Hogan 4-season tents, choice of 3. Each cost 
£235 new. One is unmarked as-new (£145), others are 
in very good condition with new poles where needed 
(£115 each). 220x130x105 & 54x19 stuffed, wet/col fly 
5k-mm & ground 10k-mm. Used for expeditioning, fit 
easily into kayak hatches. Weigh 2.9kgs, have external 
suspended shock cord design with pendant inner, single 
opening. Tel Clive in Norfolk on 07770 645516. 
Vaude Mark II 4-season tent. Cost £265 new. In very 
good condition with new poles where needed. 
21Ox160x120 & 59x24 stuffed, wat/co' fly 5k-mm & 
ground 1 Ok-mm. Used for expeditioning, fits into kayak 
hatches. Weighs 3.Skgs, has external suspended shock 
cord design with pendant inner, double opening. fl 65. 
Tel Clive in Norfolk on 07770 645516. 
Wavesports Kayak with spraydeck cover. £90.00 ono. 
Tel Alan (Redhill, Surrey) on 01737 762786 
Wavesport ez, black & red kartwheels sweet as and 
very forgiving said condition contact jon on 07946 
610022 01903 235015 west sussex or email 
sleeovin@hotmai\ com 
WavesportXXX, 6 mnths use, excellent condition, 
purple/orange £300 ono (Milton Keynes) call Hazel 
01908 542243/0778 0606966 
Wavesport XXX, 6 months use, purple/orange £300 
ono phone 0778 060 6966 
WWR x 2; Gaybo Olym6 x 2; Snipe; Cl; C2 and Sea 
Kayak. All are old but sound and any reasonable offer 
will be considered, also braked trailer for 18 kayaks, 
needs attention but towable at present. 01708 226986 

Wanted 
Canadian canoe (touring type preferred) Old town 
Penobscot or similar. Wye Valley Green but will travel to 
collect. Call Glenn on 07973 732069 
K2 suitable for OW Call Gary 01628 471279 Marlow 
Bucks 
K2 marathon boat suitable for OW race. Call Paul on 
01353 667779 or email paul@thelotts freeserve co uk 
Liquid logic session, in good condition any colour 
contact peter at darky I 52@hotmail com or on 
07752410081 
Mega surf kayak wanted ufo venom, or air force, or 
jester. Contact brian 01654 711670 or 
brian@aberdvficu11ers freeserve co uk 
Old Town Penebscot or similar for a good home.Cash 
waiting . Call Andrew on 07966549296 or email 
aodrew@a-hunt freeserve co uk 
Pyrahna Prozone 225 or 230 in good condition. 
Please call Darren on 07734 470896 or email on 
darreomalbot@aol com 
Riot Hammer (original). Contact Jez@ 07782344160 
iezmiddleton@hotmail com 
Sea kayak, good condition, cheap, for south england 
pickup suitable for light sea use and touring. for 5ft 11 
85kg adult. tel Will on: 07956658996 
Sea kayak, perferably fiberglass and associated 
paraphernallia. Tel: Nicola on 01938 500136 or email: 
simon cope@ic24 net 

Found 
Set of unmarked gorilla paddles at the get-on for 
Barrowsford rapids on the North Tyne on Sunday 9th of 
November at about lunch time. contact Sam Dwyer on 
0781 738 4574 or emails d dwyer@ocl ac uk 
Under Llangollen town bridge (whilst standing 
above, eating chipsl): One canoe paddle. Phone with 
a description and I'll try to get it back to you (travel to 
North Wales fairly regularly). Claudia 0116 270 1510 

Lost 
On Town Falls on the River Dee, on Sunday 2nd Nov, a 
set of left-handed winged paddles. They are black with 
legend written on the blades. If found please contact 
Zoe on 07967 040685 

Second Hand Boats .aswatersports.co.uk 



Mount Severn Activity Centre 
Mount Severn 
Glan-y-nant 
Llanidloes 
Powys SY18 6PQ 
Tel/ Fax: 01686 412344 
E-mail: info@mountsevern.co.uk 
Web site: www.mountsevern.co.uk 

Ultimate White Water Safety Week 
March 2004 

This week incorporates both the BCU White water Safety and 
Rescue course and the Rescue 3 International Swiftwater Rescue 
Technician Level 1 

Cost for full 5 days £400. This will include registration with 
Rescue 3 International, training, accommodation and food 
throughout. Boats can be borrowed if you have difficulty with 
transport. 

Attending the first 3 days of the course will entitle you to the 
Rescue 3 International SRT level 1 certificate. Ideal for anybody 
working or playing in a White Water or Gorge environment 
especially Mountain rescue and instructors. £300 
Attending the last 2 days will entitle you to an unofficial advanced 
White Water Safety certificate for club paddlers and instructors 
interested in personal development £120 
Attending the entire week will gain you both the SRT I and the 
BCU WWSandR awards. £400 
The courses are physically demanding and set in a white water 
situation. Candidates must be competent swimmers and aware of 
the risks involved. 

Contact Simon Hobbs for further details 

Dallam Training and Education Centre 
'The Specialist Outdoor Education Centre for Adults' 
Come and join the following exciting adventure journeys by boat in 2004: 
5-9 April Open Canoe Expedition in Assynt, Sutherland £295 

13-18 April Sea Kayak Expedition in West Scotland £295 
29 May- 3 June Sea Kayak Expedition in West Scotland £295 

25-29 Oct Advanced Sea Kayak Expedition (to be arranged) £325 
Prices include transport from Cumbria, instruction and major 

equipment. If you are interested in these or any other courses, including 
a full range of NGB provision, please contact us for a brochure on 

015395 65123. 
Haueflatts Lane, Milnthorpe, Cumbria LA7 7DD 

sea Kayak MILOS 
Calm seas, warm water, and a 
spectacular coastline: amazing 
sea caves, deserted beaches. 

• Guided day-trips, B&B. 
• Around the island expeditions. 
www.seakal'.,!!kgr_eece.com 

K3yak Rver Tri~ 
lake astnct Werds (04) - RiverDeepMountainH igh ™ 

WW intro - * tests 
Single(rwin B&B 

all for £195 
01229 861497 

inlo@nverdeepmountainh1gh co uk 
www riverdeepmountainhiqh co uk 

Practical, jargon free 

First Aid Training ~-.:;,,, .. 
Open courses in the Peak District. 

Groups at your own venue. 
HSE approved REC course. 

tel/fax 0771 4094029 www.mediact.net 

Sea Kayak Outer Hebrides 

!!!,~!~ 
"The finest sea kayaking 
coastline in the world" 

Guided tours and expeditions. 
Introductory/Intermediate 

Full range of courses. 
Accommodation. Details: 

Ulst Outdoor Centre, Lochmaddy, 
Isle of North Ulst, HS6 5Al 

Tel 01876 500480 
www.seakayakouterhebrldes.co.uk 

email: lnfo@ulstoutdoorcentre.co.uk 

Kayak and Canoe 
programme for beginners, 
advanced and instructor. 

Well stocked shop with 
extensive range of Kayaks 
and equipment. 

Sea kayaking and 
Whitewater trips to Spain. 

Aduenlure hlhilewaler 
Kayaking, Rafting, Trekking, 
Biking, Wildlife Safari, Bungy 
jumping, Canyoning adventure 

holidays. 
Nepal, Peru, Bolivia, New 
Zealand, Chile, Turkey, 
Morocco & the Zambezi. 

Kayak clinics in Nepal 
and Morocco 

Private group trips can also 
be arranged 

0870 443 0 240 (UK) 
Agent for ATOL 3348 

info@adventure-whitewater com 
www.adventure-whitewater.com 

N.W. 
B~WN 
Insurance available for: 
+ Canoes & Equipment 
+ Activity Travel 
+ Activity Centres 
+ Personal Accident 
For details contact us at:­ 
Richmond House 
16-20 Regent Street 
Cambridge 
CB21DB 

Tel: 01223 357131 
Fax: 01223 353705 
Email: canoe@nwbrown.co.uk 
Web: www.nwbrown.eo.uk/canoe 

• BOULDER !"" • 
"·d,c~" 

ACCOMMODATION 
TRAINING COURSES • Bed only c, 1.00• 
• Close to Stanley, the Conwy & many more excellent sites. • Bed & breakfast L12.50" 
• A variety of skills courses & guided actMties throughout the year, • Bed, breakfast, lunch & 

please phone for details or visit www.boulderadventures.co.uk dinner C19.so• inc. bedding 
• University dubs & large groups our speciality- discounts available. 

COME CANOE AT SLENINGFORD 
A superb riverside camping/caravan site in the beautiful 
Yorkshire Dales 
• Excellent on site grade 2/3 canoeing on the River Ure- 
• Camping/caravanning by the riverside 
• Changing and other facilities for canoeists 
• Day visitors also welcome 
SLENINGFORD WATERMILL CARAVAN PARK 
NORTH STAINLEY, RIPON, N. YORKSHIRE, HG4 3HQ 
Tel: 01765 635201 

GLAN - Y -BORTH 
Nestles on the banks of the River Conway in 

the heart of Snowdonia. 

Ranging from 2-8 berth Bungalows. 

20 fully equipped Self Catering Bungalows. 
Offers home from home comfort. 

Please Phone Bill 
01492 641543 

River Dart, 
New Bridge 

Riversmeade B&B offers quality 
ensuite accommodation, ample 

parking and drying facilities. Open all 
Tel: Joy Hasler 

01364 631224 
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Bunkhouse 
Near Bala, North Wales 

Excellent quality and value. Open all year, 
central heating, drying room. Self catering or 
pre-booked meals available. Set in private 

grounds amidst farmland. Bunkhouse sleeps 
10+8. Studio cottage sleeps 4. 

WI'B*** Bunkhouse 
Lynda Parker 
01490 420680 

Tyddyn Bychan, Cefn Brith 
Grid ref: SH931 504 

CAIRNGORMS: Ardenbeg Bunkhouse and 
Outdoor Centre - Fully equipped S/C 
accommodation for 24 with excellent drying 
room and off road parking. Only £10.00 per 
person per night. Equipment hire and tuition 
available. Tel: 01479 872824 email: 
enquiries@ardenbeg.co.uk visit: 
www.ardenbeg.co.uk 
PERFECT FOR EXPLORING SHELTERED 
SCOTTISH SEA LOCHS AND ISLANDS. 
Rahoy Cottages are set beside Loch Teacuis, 
Loch Sunart. Open fires, well equipped, 
sleep four. Phone 01967 421 287 
www.rahoy-estate.com 
BRING YOUR KAYAKS TO NORTH WEST 
SCOTLAND. Comfortable cottage sleeps 6, 
quartr mile by road from launch bay. Paddle 
in the sheltered crystal clear waters of island 
studded Loch Carron and provide interest for 
the local seals. Brochure: Sue Gerrard 0207 
267 6548 or Valc@orange.net 

Excellent hostel/bunkhouse 
sic accommodation, sleeps 2x10, 
1x4, 1x2 ample parking £8.50 per 

night. Benllech, Anglesey 

tel: 01248 853024 
www.lakehouseholidays.com 

Olympics 
accommodation 

70 mins Schinias 
Quiet location 

Reasonable price 
Sleeps 2,4,6,8. 

01788 822567 
BALA 

NORTH WALES 
Bala Bunkhouse ideally situated for 
the Tryweryn White Water Centre 
Open all year round providing 

comfortable self-catering 

Accommodation suitable for groups & 
individuals. Fully heated, bot 

showers, separate ladies & gents, 
drying room. 

Sleeps up to 26-lx2-lx4-lx6 lx8 & 
ix6 self-contained bunkroom. 

£9.00 pppn. 
For Brochure and booking 

information contact: 
Jane & Guy Williams on: 

Tel: 01678 520738 
Visit www.balabunkhouse.co.uk 

Keswick 
Independent Hostel 
River Greta access across road. 52 

beds in dorms, linen included, 
central heating, hot showers, I 0 

mins walk to town centre. 
Instruction available. 
Groups or Individuals; 

£ I 0/person/night 
www.vividevents.co.uk 
017687 75351 

Holt Fleet, 
Nr Worcester, WR6 6NW. 

Tel: (01905) 455311 
Fax: 08707 400258 

HTTP-J/www.joelwatersports.co.uk 
email:sales@joelwatersports.co.uk 

For all your Kayaking & 
Canoeing ~equirements 

Large and wide range of stock 
Discounted prices call for details 

Friendly Expert Advice 
Speedy Mail Order Ser-vice 
Colour brochures available 

Located off A4133, adjacent 
to river bridge 

To advertise 
telephone 

Southampton City Council 

WOODMILL OUTDOOR CENTRE 
Woodmill Lane, Swaythling, Southampton, SOIS 2JR 

OUTDOOR ACTIVITY INSTRUCTORS 
REQUIRED FOR 2004 

Woodmill Outdoor Centre is best known for its specialist 
canoeing activities. However the Centre also provides a wide 
range of other activities for both schools and adults. These 

activities include canoeing, kayaking, climbing, orienteering, 
high and low ropes courses, archery, raft building, environmental 
studies and other problem solving activities. The Centre also bas 

a busy Canoe shop. 

Woodmill requires Outdoor Activity Instructors to start from 
Feb/March 2004. First Aid and BCU Coach qualifications are 
essential and any additional qualifications related to the Centre 

activities would be desirable. 

Staff are required to undertake evening, weekend and occasional 
overnight duties and therefore must have a flexible approach to 

working hours. 

Pay Scale 4 (£217 .56 per week) 

For an application form and job description please contact the 
Centre for more details, If you would like to arrange a visit to the 
Centre please ring 02380 555993 or e-mail info@woodmill.co.uk 

SKERNiA 
Instructional Staff (Feb - Nov) 

£10,080 p.a. (pro rata) 
As a highly regarded provider of adventure activity 

and development training, the success of Skern Lodge 
lies within the quality and skilfulness of our 

employees. Due to business growth, we are currently 
looking to expand our existing team with similar like 

minded people. If you are enthusiastic, good 
humoured, committed, flexible and are looking to work 

for a centre offering excellent benefits and an 
opportunity to develop your existing skills and career 
outlook, please send a CV and covering letter to: 
Glyn Brackenbury Skern Lodge, Appledore, 

Bideford, North Devon EX39 1 NG 
staff@skernlodge.co. uk 



An expanding centre on the shores of Windermere, we are 
looking for outdoor enthusiasts to join our small but valued 
team. You should have a minimum of 2 qualifications from; 
RYA Dinghy Instructor, RYA Windsurfing Instructor, RYA 
Safety Boat, BCU L2 Kayak/Canoe Coach, plus the soft 
skills to deal with guests of all ages and abilities. Your 
energy and commitment will be rewarded with an extremely 
competitive salary/package. Posts are initially from April­ 
October 2004 with the potential for permanent and senior 
positions for the right persons. 

For further information and to request an application pack 
please contact: - Kathryn Jackson on 015394 47183 or 
e-mail woa@telinco.co.uk 

"This is REAL adventure ... " 
We need Level 2 Kayak Instructors experienced in 
working with 9 -17 year-olds for our Multi-Activity 

Adventure and Survival Training Centre in the 
Highlands. Starting in April and finishing September, 
we can offer you full board and accommodation in a 
fantastic wilderness environment, with a good wage, 

and excellent sea paddling all around. Great 
opportunities to add to your logbooks and increase 

your qualifications. 
FoF full details please send your CV to ... 
Wild Island (CF), Solwaybank, Canonbie, 

Dumfriesshire, Scotland DG 14 0:XS. 
E-mail rubhafi.ola@hotmail.com 

Kayaking / Senior Instructor @ the 
United Kingdom Sailing Academy 
A senior kayaking instructor is needed to head up the development 
of kayaking within the Academy and be responsible for training 
and development of career based customers. 

The UK Sailing Academy requires a BCU level 3 kayaking Coach 
or above. 

Additional coaching qualifications in Surfing or Sea Kayaking or 
another water sports discipline would be a distinct advantage. 

If you would like to be considered for this position, please 
apply in writing or forward your C.V to the Personnel 
Department, UKSA, Arctic Road, Cowes. Isle of Wight, PO31 
7PQ. Tel: 01983 294941 Fax: 295938 

Email : info@uksa.org 

• Summer tJ m.,;..c Adventure 
Needed/or Schools Adventure Programme; 

11>- BCU Level 2 Instructors 
I>- Multi-Activity Instructors 
I>- Winter positions also available 

I>- Telephone 01209 860000 
I>- Email jobs@tjm.co.uk 
I>- Apply on line www.tjm.eo.uk/jobs 

I>- By Post 
tjm travel, 
Penhalveor East, 
Redruth, TRJ6 6NL 

~ 

BRITISH R~lll 
CANOE ,JIii 
UNION e ,,,,....,,___, TEACHING ESTABLISHMENT 

TAIN ADVENTURE CENTRE 
BALLYOONAN, OMEATH, CO LOUTH IRELAND 
Full & Part-time Vacancies for the 2004 Season 

Instructors Required 
For a busy multi-activity centre providing a wide range of 

activities to schools, youth groups and universities 
throughout the UK and Ireland. 
NGB Qualifications Required 

Kayaking, Climbing, Archery, Sailing, Wind Surfing, 
Safety Boat Handling, Lifeguards etc. 

Please forward applications to 
Mr William Ward, 
Adventure Centre Manager, 
Tel: 00 (353) 42 9375385 
Fax: 00 (353) 42 9375417 
E-mail: tainhol@eircom.net 
www.tainvillage.com 

Norfolk County Council 
Outdoor Education Programme 

has land and water based vacancies 
available for Instructors and Senior 
Instructors in the coming season. 

For information and an application pack 
please contact 01493 368129 or 

visit www.nccoutdooreducation.co.uk 

wa+erit,or+fjob,i ::t}:t"m: ' 
THE on-line directory of UK & overseas watersports vacancies e C Oe lJ {( · "' ' '1 
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Our Georgian Mansion House is located in a I 00 acre 
woodland river valley with multi-activities taking place within the 

grounds and in the nearby Pembrokeshire Coast National Park. 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified people interested in working predomi­ 
nately with school groups. The post holders will require a wide range of interests, 
experience and qualifications in outdoor education. 

Applicants should hold at least 2 (but all applications will be considered) qualifica­ 
tions from any of the following organisations 

• BCU 
• RYA 
• GNAS 
• MLTB 
• BSA 

Please send CV to Alec Williams. 

• A clean driving license 
with PCV entitlement , if 
possible 

1HE ot» VICARAGE At>VEHTURE CWTRE 

2004 SEASONAL VACANCIES 
Instructors & Assistant Instructors 

We are a leading Midlands Adventure provider with over 15 
years experience offering day and residential courses for 

schools, corporate, individuals, and the like. 

The family run Centre is recruiting to add to our permanent 
team of staff instructing a very large range of activities 
including canoeing, paintball, pony trekking, Mountain 

boarding, climbing & much more. All on our 30 acre site. 

Email: enquiries@ovac.co.uk Tel: 017 46 718 436 

LEICESTER OUTDOOR PURSUITS CENTRE 

f:,P{~ CEN~REhMAN::·GER 
Salary c. £25k 

Flourjshingoutdoor activjtycemre on th..<e outskirts of Leicester. 
Broaden your management experience whilst leading our growing 
organisation. You have had experience of working with children and of 
managing an organisation including staff, resources and strategic 
planning. You are someone who has a passion for outdoor pursuits, 
ideally you are a coach. Using your excellent communication skills, you 
will be able to seek out and respond effectively to new opportunities to 
develop the centre and its activities. 

Approvrd Ceutre fOl' Climbing, 
Trrkki111.s, 11:11d W•n- sport1 

No. UW4J - R0628 

Closing date 26 January 04 
Contact 0116 2681426 
leicesteropc@btconnect.com 

Registered Charity Number 1074671 
BCU APPROVED 

CENTRE 

LONGRIDGE S.B.C. 
We are a multi-activity boating centre 
situated on the River Thames near Marlow 
and Hurley weirs. We are seeking staff for 

the 2004 season from April to September. 

ACTIVITY INSTRUCTORS 
£11,440 per annum plus food & accommodation 

Applicants must be over 18 and be qualified to BCU Level Two 
Kayak Coach (other NGB qualifications an advantage) 
For further information including application form contact 
Martin Plain at: 

Long ridge SBC, Quarry Wood Road, Marlow, Bucks SL7 1 RE 
Tel: 01628 483252 Email: Jobs@longridge.org.uk 

www.longridge.org.uk 

Rewarding work and great fun instructing exciting adventure activities to 8-12 year 
olds, including Canoeing, Climbing, Caving.Archery ... and many more. r-) 
Robinwood offers: \ ~ 
.A. Two great locations in the Pennines. :>_...-<.: 
A. An excellent staff training programme, including NGB qualifications LNVESTOR L."- rEorr.E 

paid for by Robinwood 
A Great working conditions, with an average 3 days off per week 
A Good quality staff accommodation 
A Staff residentials and activity events, all organised and paid for by Robinwood. 
A Great staff wages Ill,, I 
A NationalTrainingAwardWinner 2001 I_, r, d U 
For further details: ('O'Ql~'JVOO = 
bestjob@¥obinwood.co..uk \.I Activity Centre I A'IW IOI 

- '\" T odmorden, Lanes 2001 
~ www.robinwood.co.uk Tel 01706 814 554 

Llain Activity Centre 
Looking for Adventure? 

Join a friendly, committed team in an expanding, high quality centre in 
coastal west Wales. 
>- Exciting opportunities with a varied client base. 
>- Staff progression through in-house and NGB Training. 
>- Mar-Nov season with accommodation. 
>- Short term contracts available . 
>- Close to Hills, Rivers and Surf. 

We require: 
>- Highly motivated, dynamic and enthusiastic staff 
>- Multi- Activity Instructors and Trainees required for kayaking, sailing, 

climbing, walking, orienteering and archery. 
>- A First Aid qualification is essential and CRB clearance is helpful. 
>- Pay scales depend on experience and qualifications. 
_,,, •• c,,, Download an application form at www.llain.co.uk, e-mail /!!, f \. llain@btopenworld.com or write to ,m__,, 

s;,Aj_.fAt The Centre Manager, Llain Activity Centre, Llanarth, ~ 
.,,,.,s,\;:: .•. +0-..- Ceredigion, SA4 70PZ. wc~:~:;:oved 

ACTIVITY INSTRUCTOR from Feb. 
Christian residential/activity Centre situated on the 

edge of the Norfolk Broads. 
Ideal candidate should be over 21 and have 
L2T Open canoe (min), Dinghy or Keelboat 
Instructor, and a dean driving licence. 
GNAS, minibus licence an advantage. 

I 
AYAT~t':." 
V 

HORSTEAD CENTRE 

The Horstead Centre, Rectory Road, Horstead, 
Norwich, Norfolk. NR12 7EP 
Tel: (01603) 737215 

E-mail: mall@horsteadcentre.org.uk 
www.horsteadcentre.org.uk 

Reg Ch8rity No 303986 APPROVED CENTRE 



is a Christian Charitable 
Trust with the vision for a 
fully inclusive society. 
Established in 1992 the 
Project opened its fully 

accessible outdoor activity centre in 1998 - open all year round for 
disabled and non-disabled people. 

IANCASHIRE OUIDOOR 
ACI1VITIES INil1ATIVE (LOAI) 
Senior Instructor ( RYA senior instructor 

or BCU level 3 minimum) 
LOAI currently manage the Anderton Outdoor Education & 

Activity Centre on Lower Rivington Reservoir. This expanding 
centre situated in Lancashire now requires a Senior Instructor 
who must have experience of working in outdoor education 

and preferable residential centre work. 

Salary Range 
£16,000-£21,000 

For further details and an application form please contact:­ 
Lancashire Outdoor Activities Initiative, Winck.ley House, PO 

Box 9, Cross Street, Preston, PRl 8RD. 
Email: loai@env.lancscc.gov. uk 
Telephone: 01772 534167 

Closing Date 12th January 2004 

L~~KESIDE -y- NATIONAL CENTRE - 

-~ YMCA 
Instructors required for dynamic outdoor centre on lake Windermere. 

We want experienced and enthusiastic staff to work with school 
and youth groups on our outdoor education and personal 
development programmes. 

Must have a minimum one NGB assessment, and one NGB 
training from the following Summer ML, SPA, BCV L2 
Canoe/Kayak Coach or RYA Dinghy Instructor plus one 
season's prior experience of working in the outdoors. 

Outstanding training package offered. 

For further details and application form contact: 
Seasonal Staff Coordinator, 
Lakeside YMCA National Centre 
Newby Bridge, Cumbria LA12 8BD 
Tel 08707 273927 ext 115 

We wish to appoint: 
A Deputy Senior Instructor - Ref ASD 2 
At least two years experience of outdoor activities is essential, a range of 
NGB awards is expected and Level 2/3 canoe and SPA qualifications are 
required. The ability to motivate and inspire, working within a team is 
expected and some experience of leadership is desirable. 
A commitment to the Christian faith and a desire to work alongside people 
is important and some experience of working with people with disabilities 
is desirable. 

Instructors - Ref ASI 3 
We wish to appoint a number of activity instructors to work for the summer 
season 2004. Experience of outdoor activities preferably with a range of 
NGB awards and a qualification in at least open canoeing or 
climbing/abseiling is expected. A desire to work alongside people of all 
abilities is important. Accommodation is available if required (charge 
deductible from salary). 

For more information on the Project please look at our web site 
www.kepplewray.org.uk 

Salary: Deputy Senior Instructor 
Instructor 

Closing Date: 
Start Date: 

£14,500 - £16,000 per annum 
£9,000 - £12,000 per annum 
(pro rata for the season) 

05 January 2004 
negotiable from January 

For further information and an application pack quoting the appropriate 
reference please contact: 
Denise Elvy, The Kepplewray Centre, 
Broughton-in-Furness, Cumbria, LA 20 6HE 

Tel: 01229 716936 
Email: denise@kepplewray.orq.uk 

~ 

"'u1tEAcr 

BRITISH/• '\ R~F IMounlainleaderTrainingBoardP'[J 
~ CANOE :AALA: r,~ ~ ~,,, 1 Ill,,., £>-v ••. , 
IE/ ~ ?-,, T<;;:;,';' .,.i RECOGNISED TEACHING ESTABLISHMENT 11 I I , I • -- , 
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A Registered Charity No. 2128 I 0 

STUBBERS 
S' ~', ADVENTURE CENTRE 
rl1Bl3t~ Upminster Essex 

-<J',/ENl'l.J" '{~\:- 1 

?- '<I: CE1'1 

Vacancies for 2004 season 
Instructing staff 

required for a busy multi activity centre that provides for a wide range of 
clients. All activities are within 130 acre site with 3 lakes. Close to London 

More details on website: www.stubbers.co.uk 
Applications with CV to Bob Edwards (Centre Director) at 

Stubbers Adventure Centre, Ockendon Road, Upminster, Essex RM14 2TY 
Or email: stubbersac@aol.com 

Charity No. 1080941 

We are looking for motivated, energetic instructors to deliver 
our 2004 Activity Programme at centres across the UK. 

You should hold at least one of the following: 

BCU Level 2 Training, SPA Training, Girlguiding UK's climb­ 
ing/abseiling scheme Level 1 assessment, GNAS. 

We provide training opportunities, flexible contracts, work 
placements and the opportunity to participate in an exciting, 
challenging and highly rewarding environment. 

To apply online please visit www.girlguiding.org.uk 

Alternatively email: hr@girlguiding.org.uk 
or call 020 7592 1892 

e 
Girlguiding UK 
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THE IONA COMMUNITY 
An inclusive ecumenical Christian Community has the following resident 

staff vacancies at 

CAMAS CENTRE 
Situated in an isolated bay on the isle of Mull, Camas offers an adventure-style 
experience and a simple lifestyle of work, recreation and reflection to groups of 

mostly young people. 

ACTIVITY INSTRUCTOR 
Seasonal post, March 2004 until end October 

Experience of working with young people essential, as is ability to plan and run a variety of 
programme activities. BCU level 2 instructor qualification or equivalent and SPA or 

equivalent experience essential. 

Applicants for both posts will be in sympathy with the aims and purposes of the Iona 
Community and the Camas Centre, and able to reflect these in their work. resident staff 

receive full board and lodgings and a monthly allowance. For full details and an application 
form, please contact The Iona Community, The Abbey, Iona, Argyll PA76 6SN 

Tel: 01681 700404, fax: 01681 700460, e-mail ionacomm@iona.org.uk or visit our website at 
www.iona.org.uk 

Closing date: Saturday 13 December 2003 

ICC Activity Centre 
The ICC is based on a ship, permanently moored in 

the stunning Salcombe Estuary. Our floating base provides the 
perfect setting for our sailing school and activity centre. 

Multi-activity Co-ordinator 
We are seeking an experienced and enthusiastic Senior Instructor 
to organise, develop and lead multi-activity and RYA courses for 

youth groups and adults. Applicants must be over 21 and 
qualified to RYA Senior Instructor level. Qualifications or 

experience in Open Canoe, Windsurf, Climb/abseil and Walking 
an advantage. 

This is a permanent live-in position including training. 

Instructors 
We are currently recruiting for all departments and are looking 
for Open Canoe Coaches with qualifications or experience in 

Dinghy Sailing. 

For more details contact: Recruitment, ICC, 28 Island Street, 
Salcombe, Devon TQ8 8DP Tel:01548 531176 

e-mail: info@icc-salcombe.co.uk 
website: icc-salcombe.co.uk 

Hesley Wood Scout 
Activity Centre 
SEASONAL EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY 
Hesley Wood Scout Activity Centre, near Sheffield, is looking 
for Instructors for the summer season 2003. 

Applications are invited from people who hold NGB 
qualifications in one or more of the following areas; 
Canoeing/Kayaking, Climbing, Archery or a pool qualification 
would be an advantage. Closing date: 30th March 2004 

CV, with a covering letter, to: 
The Site Manager 
Hesley Wood Scout Activity Centre 
White Lane, Chapeltown 
Sheffield, S35 2YH 

Waters ports 
Instructors 
Due to an expanding 

watersports program in 
2004, Trafford watersports 
centre now has seasonal 

posts for instructors holding 
one or more NGB awards in 
the following disciplines: 

Dinghy sailing, Windsurfing, 
Kayaking & Open Canoeing 
Duties will include - The 

running of certificated/non­ 
certificated sessions and 
courses, hire operation, 

building and site 
maintenance. 

For an application form ring: 
0 I 61 962 0118 

NB 2 Start dates are 
available. 

SCOTLAND 
Instructors required 
From early January to end of October 2004. Possible full time 
posts also available. Residential schools to non residential 
adults. Activities include white water rafting grades 2 to 5, 
high ropes course.climbinq and abseiling, gorge 
ascents/canyoning, archery, mountain biking, hillwalking, 
environmental work, orienteering and duckying. 
Full training, assessments and NGB qualifications are offered to 
the right people. Food and accommodation included. Any 
candidate with SPA, GNAS, CYCLE LEADER OR 
KAYAKING/RAFTING QUALIFICATIONS will be considered first. 

We also have two positions available for trainee staff. These 
persons should also have reasonable river skills. 
GOOD RIVER SKILLS WILL BE VERY ADVANTAGEOUS. 
Call 01887 820298 for application forms and details. 
Dunolly Adventure Outdoors, 
Taybridge Drive, Aberfeldy, Perthshire 
PH15 2BP. 
Telephone: 01887 820298 
E-mail: info@dunollyadventures.co.uk 
www.dunollyadventures.co.uk 

Herts Young Mariners Base, Cheshunt 
Seasonal Outdoor Education Youth Worker 
£14,333 - £16,052 pa pro rata incl. depending on 
experience • Pay review pending. 
The Youth Service requires Outdoor Activity Instructors to support the 
wide programme of Outdoor Education on offer to young people. 
We require seasonal full time instructors for varying periods between 
March and October and also part time and sessional workers for 
evenings and weekends. 
Although located at Herts Young Mariners Base in the first instance, 
the opportunity may arise to work at other locations in the county and 
on visits to Derbyshire and Snowdonia etc. Minimum requirement is 
one national governing body qualification. 
For further information please contact the Head of Centre on 
01992 628403. 
Apply now online at: 
www.hertsdirect.org/jobs or telephone for 
an application pack on 0845 6014834 at 
anytime quoting Ref: US4379. 
Closing date: 09.01.04. 
Interview dates: 23 & 24.01 .04. 

We are an equal opportunities employer 



Opportunities in Ireland 
Instructors and Senior instructors required for Ireland's 
leading adventure organisation. 
• Kayaking, Sailing, Surfing, Rockclimbing & Multi-Activity 
• Work in a fun yet professional environment 
• Multinational team of staff 
• Centre is set admist the spectacular scenery of Connemara 
• Positions include full board, skills training & wages 
• Corporate / Adults / Childrens programmes on offer 
• Season runs from Feb - Dec 

Visit our website at: www.delphiadventureholidays.ie 

Please Tel/fax/email/or write to us at: 
Personnel Tel: 00 353 95 42336/42208 
Delphi Adventure Holidays Fax: 00353 95 42303 
Leenane Email: 
Co. Galway, hr@delphiescape.com 
Ireland 

Hillingdon Outdoor Activities Centre 
Seasonal Instructors for 2004 season 

Kayak, Sailing or Windsurfing Instructors required 
for a rural non-residential centre to the west of London 

Bosun position also available 

Variable duration contracts available. Pay £165-£265pw 
Onsite accommodation available 

Please forward a CV to Neil Maddock 
neil@hoac.fsnet.co.uk or HOAC, Dews Lane, 

Harvil Road, Harefield, Middx UB9 6JN 
Visit our website at www.hoac.net Charity No. 1012242 

Mendip Outdoor Pursuits 
We have vacancies for short and long term staff for 2004. 
Applicants must have at least one National Governing 

Body Award from S.P.A., L.C.L.A., B.C.U. 
Pay from £200 per week. 

Phone Jim Hayward on 01934 820518, 01934 823666 

Following a period of successful expansion at Dartmoor's 
premier residential outdoor pursuits & Christian conference 
centre, we are looking to fill the following positions, offering 
good salary with on-site accommodation. We provide multi· 

activity courses, primarily to residential school groups. 

Senior Instructors 
Min 3 years prior experience as a multi-disciplinary adventure 
activity instructor. Applicants ideally should hold most of the 

following SPA - BCU L2/L3 Kayak - ML Summer. 
-- ---- ----- ---- - ------ -- - 

Trainee Instructors 
Voluntary basis for 12-18 months with full-board & lodging and 

other direct expenses provided. Possibility of transferring to full· 
time salaried Instructor position on completion. We fund 

training, relevant awards & qualifications. 

Apply with full CV and motivational covering letter to: 
Director, Heatree Activity Centre, Manaton, Devon TQ13 9XE 

Tel 01647 221307 Email heatree@aol.com 

CANOLFAN MYNYOO 

CWM PENNANT 
MOUNTAIN CENTRE 

Snowdonia 
North Wales 

Vacancies for 2 Trainee Instructors (residential) 
from April to September 2004, and 1 or 2 

short term Instructors May to September. 
Minimum qualifications required fro instructors 
are: Summer ML, L2 Kayak Coach, SPA, and 

licensed to drive minibuses with trailers. 
Details of both posts are available on our website: 
~\NGb www.cwmpennant.com 

::;:~o-z or telephone 01766 530682. 
"' H 1: Closing date for applications 
~,.,,, . "I 22nd January 2004 
/011, You\\\ t;. 

INSTRUCTOR/CAREWORKER 
~ 12.SK - 1tl 4K p.a, after training 

We are looking for enthusiastic highly motivated staff committed to obtaining 
NVQ Ill in Childcare, who will be required to work with young people who present 
challenging behaviour. Sessional work available possibly leading to full time positions. 

• Considerable opportunities for training, 
Including NVQ & outdoor education disciplines with 

a career path In an expanding organisation • Annual bonus . . . . . ... . . . . .. 
Applicants should be over 21 and hold a full Driving Licence All applicants will be police checked. 

For an application pack contact Head Office - O 1694 724488 , ,,_, 
www.corvedalecare.net 

Corvedale Care '- - - - 

CHALLENGING POSITIONS IN ONE OF IRELAND'S 
MOST POPULAR ADVENTURE CENTRES 

Senior lnstuctor/ 
Outdoor Pursuits Instructors 

Opportunities for energetic, enthusiastic and qualified Instructors to 
join our prof essiona1 team. 

Prerequisites: Level 2 Coach in kayak/ canoe, sailing instructor and 
rock-climbing instructor. 
Level 3 Coach in three activities with a number of 
year's instructional experience together with a broader 
qualification base. 

Commensurate with experience and qualifications. Salary: 

Positions to commence early 2003. 
Please send CV with details of experience and qualifications to: 

Tom McArdle, Carlingford Adventure Centre, Tho1se1 Street, 
Carlingford, Co.Louth 

Tel:00353 42 9373100 Fax: 00353 42 9373651 
Email: info@carlingfordadventure.com 
Web: www.carlingfordadventure.com 

Are you looking for a new Challenge? 
Do you want to share your Christian Faith with others? 

Do you love the outdoors and have Level 2 Kayak/Canoe, 
SPA, GNAS & BELA? 

Then we have just what you are looking for! Barnabas 
Adventure is looking for a cheif instructor to train and over­ 
see 16+ instructional staff in a wide range of land and water 

based activities. 
What are you waiting for? 

llernabc>/). • Send you CV to Rachel Allen, Barnabas 
Adventure, Carroty Wood, Higham Lane, 

Tonbridge, Kent, TN 11 9QX 
or E-mail Rachel@Bamabas.org.uk 
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Canoeing and Kayaking Instructors, 
BCU level 2 required for 2004. 

Year long contracts available, 40 hours per week on NJC 
Scales 4 - 7, working out at between £4.94 and £5.29 per 

hour. Subsidised accommodation is also available. 

Avon Tyrrell is a busy outdoor activity centre in the heart of 
the New Forest offering a diverse range of activities including 

kayaking, canoeing, raft building, ropes course, climbing 
and abseiling, archery and many others to a wide client 
group including people of all ages and abilities. The 

successful candidates will receive training in all of the led 
activities on site and will deliver and run activity sessions and 

courses throughout the year. 

For an application pack please contact Joyce Wilford 
Avon Tyrrell Activity Centre, 

Bransgore, 
Hants, 

BH23 SEE 
Tel: 01425 672347 Fax: 01425 673883 

E-mail: info@avontyrrell.org.uk Visit: www.avontyrrell.org.uk 

~~--1fn : •••• 
AVON TYRRELL * ukyouth 11 
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CO. WICKLOW VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

BAL TINGLASS Require Instructors for the 2004 
.,-,OUTDOOR EDUCATION CENTRE season at our Outdoor Education 
/ ' Centre in Baltinglass, Co. Wicklow. 

Vacancies from March-October 
Applicants should ideally be twenty one years old and hold the 
following N.G.B. qualifications: B.C.U. L2/L3 coach (Kayak), S.P.A. 
award, MLTB, BOF instructor and GNAS leader. Applicants with the 
above and a Degree/background in Ecology/Botany or Environmental 
Science highly desirable. 

Competitive salary plus accommodation provided. (No deductions) 

Please send C.V. with photo to: 
Centre Manager, Outdoor Education Centre, Baltinglass, 
Co. Wicklow. 
Tel. 00 353 59 6481002/6481747 Fax. 00 353 59 6482128. 
Email info@baltinglassoec.com web www.baltinglassoec.com 

Bradwell Outdoors 
Qualified multi-activity instructors required for March 
to October 2004 season at this residential centre 
situated overlooking the tidal Blackwater estuary in 
Essex. RYA or BCU instructor award essential, plus 
at least one other skill/NGB qualification to include 
sailing, canoeing, high ropes, climbing, archery, 
ATBs. Additional training provided for appropriate 
candidates. 
Accommodation available on site. 
Salary from £10,284 to £12,285 per annum based on 
37-hour week (pay award pending), plus holiday 
entitlement. 

For details and application forms for above posts apply 
by telephone, email or letter. 
Bradwell Waterside, 
Southminster, 
Essex CM0 7QY 
01621 776256 
adventure@bradwelloec.freeserve.co.uk 
www.braciwelloec.org.uk 

Essex County Council 
Learning Services 

British Canoe Union -Appointments 

COACHING DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 
(Technical) 
The British Canoe Union is seeking to recruit a full time 
Coaching Development Officer (Technical) to work from the 
BCU Offices at Holme Pierrepont, Nottingham. We are seeking 
applicants with the following attributes. 
• A solid coaching background - ideally level 3 coach or above. 
• Experience and a positive attitude to both competitive and 

recreational aspects of Paddlesport. 
• An understanding or experience of sport development 
• Good administration and IT skills being able to set up and keep 

organised information retrieval systems. 
• The ability to work on your own initiative and under pressure. 
Your role would be to ensure: 
• That all incoming enquiries (telephone, e mail and postal) are 

dealt with promptly and efficiently. 
• Create and monitor additional systems as necessary to ensure 

swift and efficient retrieval of information relating to technical 
enquiries, which occur from time to time. 

• Provide support to the Coaching Administrative staff to ensure 
that they are kept appraised of changes to procedure. 

• Ensure that all relevant leaflets and literature is amended as 
necessary whenever changes to the syllabi/systems occur. 

Remuneration from £12,000 - £14,000 
(Subject to funding agreements) 
For a full job description and application form 
contact:- 
Maria Winfield at the BCU - 
Tel 01159 824203 
E mail : maria@bcu.org.uk 
As an equal opportunities employer the BCU welcomes applications from 
all sections of the community. 

BCU - "helping and inspiring people to go canoeing" 

Arnfield Care Ltd 
Instructors/Care 
Workers Wanted a arnfield care 
Arnfield Care requires Instructors and Care Workers for 

dynamic outdoors based child care teams. We are based in the 
Peak District, but work UK Wide with young people who 

present challenging behaviour. Outdoor, craft or art qualified or 
experienced staff are preferred, but not essential. 

What we do require from you is enthusiasm, high degree of 
personal motivation and an interest in young people's well-being. 

Please contact Paul Booker 0 1457 860200 



YOU CAN HAVE AN 
IMPACT ON THE LIVES 
OF YOUNG PEOPLE 

Action Centre UK Ltd, a Christian voluntary Youth organisation 
has vacancies for: 

CHIEF INSTRUCTORS 

At it's PIONEER CENTRE (Shropshire) 
and FRONTIER CENTRE ( Northamptonshire) 

Salary for each position is dependent upon experience. 
Activities range from initiative games to abseiling, canoeing and 
high ropes course. Personal development is undertaken in an 

environment where "fun" is a key ingredient 

For application form: 
Personnel Manager, 

Action Centres UK Ltd, 
Kings Park Conference Centre, 

Kings Park Road, 
Northampton 
NN36LL. 

Tel No: 01604 499699 
a.pope@actioncentres.co.uk 
www .actioncentres.co.uk Releasing potential in all 

VACANCIES FOR 2004 
Fourth Dimension Ltd is a small 
privately owned organisation. 
Vacancies exist from April to October 
based in South East England. 

• Multi-Activity Instructors 
• Kayak and Canoe Instructors (L2 Training minimum) 
• Freelance Providers 
• Catering Providers 
• 6 Month Trainees 
• Above average pay rates 
• Accommodation available 
Fourth Dimension Ltd (staffing), 13 Eskbank Avenue, 
Brighton, BN1 SSL www.4thdimension.co.uk 
Email info@4thdimension.co.uk 

rad 

Shielbaggan Outdoor Education Centre 
Instructors required for 2004 season 

Situated on the Hook Peninsula on the south coast of 
Ireland, Shielbaggan enjoys a perfect location for a 

wide range of outdoor pursuits. 

Instructors required in: Kayaking, sailing, rock-climbing, 
orienteering, archery and surfing. 

Competitive rates of pay with time off to do your thing in the rest of 
Ireland. 

- 

Please forward a C.V. either by mail or e-mail to Colin 
Gibbon, Manager, Shielbaggan Outdoor Education 

Centre, Ramsgrange, New Ross, Co. Wexford. 
e-mail address: shielbaggan@eircom.net 

Ideally with good sailing and kayaking qualifications 
and holding a current 01 driving licence. You will be 

responsible for running activity programmes including sailing and 
kayaking proficiency courses. Managing and motivating staff and 

helping organise programmes. 

Competitive salary and 12 month contract. 

- 

Please forward a C.V. either by mail or e-mail to Colin 
Gibbon, Manager, Shielbaggan Outdoor Education 

Centre, Ramsgrange, New Ross, Co. Wexford. 
e-mail address: shielbaggan@eircom.net 

South West m 

I? *41.- 
HAVEN RD, EXETER. 01392 219600 

Full range of equipment for all 
aspects of the sport. Playboating, 

Fun, Surf, Touring, Racing. 
~ www.aswatersports.co.uk A 

Shielbaggan Outdoor Education Centre 
Senior Instructor Required 

Essex 

SOUTHWATER 
WATERSPORTSCENTRE 

26 Station Road, Southwater, 
Horsham, West Sussex RH13 9UD 

www .south waters pons .co.uk 
(Training) 

www.ukkayaking.co.uk 
(On-Line Store) 

01403 732389 

66 Uphill way, Uphill Village 
Weston-super-mare BS23 4NT 

Tel: 01934 613612 
Fax: 0117 9235961 

Email: performance@kayaks.co.uk 
Website: www.kayaks.co.uk 

r OUTFITTING IRELAND ...., 
Canoe/kayak rental e Camping 

equipmenr e Shuttles s Guides e Skills 
courses 1-4 Star e Coaching courses 

(Level I - 3) • First aid/rescue tralning 
Castlewelan 'ForestPark; County Down, 

orthem lreland 
TEL: 028 4377 0715 Email: 
info@mountainandwater.com 
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www.endlessriver.co.uk 









AS Watersports, Bournemouth Canoes, Brookbank Canoes, Carlisle Canoes, Desperate Measures, Eddylines, Four Seasons, Great Outdoors, 
Highland Canoes, Kayaks & Paddles, Marsport, Mike The Bike, Nucleus Watersports, Paddlesport, Performance Kayaks, Riverside Centre Oxford, 

Southwater Watersports, Stirling Canoes, Tiso, Whitewater The Canoe Centre, West Midlands Canoe Centre, Woodmill Canoe Centre 
WHITEWATER CONSULTANCY, BRONWYDD, CARMARTHEN, WALES SA33 6BE TEL: 08000151520 WWW.WWC.CO.UK 
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