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MORE PEOPLE 

Paul Owen 
Chief Executive 

Access are available from Vera Whalley in the BCU office. They 
should be returned to Vera by 12th July. 

Forty MP's have signed Early Day Motion 
978 "Access to Inland Water for water­ 
based sports". Whilst, an Early Day 
Motion in itself will not bring about a 
change in the law it is a very important 
indication of which MP's are in support of 
our campaign so please, if you have not 
already done so contact your MP, even if 
you have already been in touch, write 
again drawing attention to the Early Day 
Motion 978. 

BCU Officers have also been lobbying 
hard and meetings have taken place with 
Alun Michael the Government Minister 
responsible for Rural Affairs, Shadow 
Ministers Peter Ainsworth (DEFRA), John 
Greenway (Sport) and all of the national 
agencies involved. 

We understand that the minister is 
discussing the situation with colleagues 
and interested departments to seek a 
way forward. 

International Canoe 
Exhibition 2003 
The International Canoe Exhibition will be moving in 2003 
to be held alongside the Outdoor Show from March 14 to 
16. The venue remains the National Exhibition Centre but it 
is anticipated that the link with the outdoor show will bring 
many more visitors and allow the exhibition to develop. 

Particular enhancements include unprecedented 
investment in several new features, full details will appear 
in a future edition of Canoe Focus. 

Sports Club of the Year 
The Foundation for Sports and the Arts in association with 
The Central Council of Physical Recreation (CCPR) have 
announced the 9th Sports Club of the Year Awards. 
Searching for clubs that encourage more people to take 
part in sport or recreation, setting standards in excellence 
that other clubs aspire to, perhaps working with schools, 
local authorities and other community organisations. 

With prizes of : 
£10,000 first place 
£ 4,000 second place 
£ 1,000 third place 
This is a highly prestigious award and nomination forms 

Community Amateur 
Sports Clubs 
We are pleased to inform members clubs that the 
governments approach to so called Community Amateur 
Sports Clubs (CASCs) has softened. In his budget speech, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer Gordon Brown announced a 
package of tax reliefs to support clubs. This was 
immediately followed by revised guidance from the Charity 
Commission on their decision to recognise as charitable: 
"The promotion of community participation in healthy 
recreation by providing facilities for various sports". 

After much lobbying by various sports bodies including 
the BCU, a package of tax reliefs has been introduced for 
sports clubs who fulfill certain criteria, but do not wish to 
apply for charitable status. These tax reliefs are not as 
attractive as those available for charities, notably the lack 
of 80% business rate relief, but nevertheless can provide 
financial benefits to the clubs. 

To qualify as a CASC, the club must be open to the 
whole community, organised on an amateur basis and their 
main purpose must be to provide facilities for, and promote 
participation in an eligible sports including canoeing. 

Clubs are advised to send a SAE to the BCU office to 
receive a briefing note on the current situation, although 
precise details on which route to take will not be available 
until the finance bill receives royal assent in July. 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to the 
Sprint Racing Team 
who achieved 23 final 
places at the first 
World Cup Regatta of 
the season in 
Mechlen, Belgium. 
Also, to the Devizes to 
Westminster Canoe 
Race organisation for 
successfully getting the 
race back up and 
running this year. 

Modernisation 
UK Sport recently launched a new initiative called UK 
Sport's - Modernisation Programme. This new project 
covers a wide range of potential areas that are primarily 
aimed at national governing bodies of sport who wish to 
review and update a specific area of their management 
practice. This is particularly important in 2002 with the 
introduction and impact of the Human Rights Act on sport 
in general. 

The BCU has been fortunate enough to be given an 
award and are working with Mike Whittingham of Direction 
Sportive. The list below indicates the scope and nature of 
the project: 
1. Selection & de-selection onto World Class Programmes 
2. Selection onto international teams 
3. Athlete agreement 
4. Code of conduct 
5. Anti doping policy & procedures 
6. Disciplinary procedures 
7. Appeals procedures 
8. Complaints/grievance procedures 

Although commencing with the disciplines receiving 
World Class funding, it is intended to use the review to 
assist all areas and disciplines of the BCU. 
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Canoes & 
Kayaking goes 

yellow 
White Water 
Consultancy 

International Ltd has 
been able to get Yellow 

Pages to give them a 
new section advertising 

what they do. Check out 
Canoes & Kayaking in 
their latest editions. 

Fenland Activities 
Is an innovative idea to 

promote touring in open 
canoes on the upland 
rivers running into the 

Fens and its 
watercourses. With the 

hundreds of miles of 
watercourses to choose 
from, pilot schemes will 
be arranged this season 

to access suitable 
routes of interest to 

explore this enigmatic 
land. "Adventurers" 

drained the Fens in the 
16117th century, we are 

looking for today's 
Adventurers to paddle 

these routes. 
Interested? 

Contact 
01406 331138 

Turfpits Farm, Queens 
Bank, Crowland, 

Peterborough. 
PE6 0JR 

e-mail:~ 
fenlandactivities.co.uk 

web-site: www. 
fenlandactivities.co.uk 

Action for Access 2002 
Following on from years of quiet lobbying for more access 

to inland waters and culminating in the current lobby 
supported by many of our members, a team from the BCU 
and WCA led by the BCU Chief Executive met with the Rt. 
Hon. Alun Michael, Minister for Rural Affairs and his DEFRA 
team, on Tuesday 26th March 2002. 

The Minister who proved to be well aware of canoeists' 
problems, is now getting to grips with the obstacles to 
obtaining more access and stated that there is a real 
commitment to finding a solution. The Minister recognised 
that the many years of patient negotiation had not been 
effective. He would instigate further discussions where 
necessary within government departments. It was noted 
that the amalgamation of MAF into DETRA to form DEFRA 
gave opportunities for closer liaison between angling, 
navigation and other associated interests. Ways forward 
were discussed but it was emphasised that there was no 
short route to a satisfactory solution. He made it clear that 
we should not expect to obtain a speedy solution, as the 
government's current programme for legislation made it 
impossible to consider new legislation at this time but it 
should not be ruled out in the long run. 

There will now need to be further discussions, at officer 
level, to press for actions on a series of possibly helpful 
interim measures. The BCU Access Management 
Committee will consider what further action should be 
initiated at its meeting in April and will make 
recommendations to the Board in due course. The access 
team thanks those canoeists who have given practical 
support to this campaign that has raised the profile of 
access to Ministerial level. 

Paddling his way into 
history! 
Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society (WDCS) 

supporter Richard Atkinson, from Billericay is planning 
to canoe the entire way around the British mainland. He will 
set out from the Scottish coastline in May and expects the 
2000-mile journey to take around four months. 

Richard's journey will take him anti-clockwise around 
Britain and along the way he will pass Portsmouth, St. 
Austell, Anglesey, Liverpool, Aberdeen and Skegness. He 
explains that some parts could be extremely dangerous, 
"Around the Pentland Firth, close to John O'Groats, the 
tides reach up to ten knots and the north coast of Cornwall 
will see me exposed to the Atlantic swells." 

Along the way he will be carrying out important research 

for WDCS as he records sightings of marine mammals. 
Richard is also keen to support the woes Active Seas 
programme: Richard says, "I want to be able to combine 
my trip with research highlighting the small numbers of 
whales still left, whose survival is in grave danger if we allow 
hunting to start again." 

Richard began canoeing nearly 20 years ago and has 
held a qualified coaching badge with the British Canoe 
Union since he was 19 (he is now 32). He has worked as 
an instructor at an outdoor centre in Pembrokeshire and is 
currently a member of the Braintree Canoe Club polo team. 
But its always been his dream to undertake a major 
adventure. If you would like to sponsor Richard's UK 
challenge please contact him on 07979 917635 
alternatively, you can call Nicky at WDCS on 01249 
449512. If you would like to send sponsorship direct to 
WDCS please send it to 2002 Canoe Challenge, WDCS, 
Brookfield House, 38 St, Paul Street, Chippenham, 
Wiltshire, SN15 1LY. www.wdcs.org 

The suffering of orca 
whales 
The Born Free Foundation is an international animal 
I welfare and conservation charity dedicated to helping 

animals all around the world. One of our projects is our 
area project in which we campaign for the alleviation of the 
suffering of area whales in captivity and fund the vital 
research and work of experts to protect these magnificent 
creatures in the wild. 

To try to raise funds desperately needed for this project, 
in June 2003 the Born Free Foundation are holding a 
Kayaking with the whales wildlife challenge where 
participants travel to Canada and take the challenge to 
kayak from Horseshoe bay, Vancouver Island around 
Hanson Island and back to Horseshoe bay. This challenge 
promises to be a once in a lifetime trip with opportunities to 
meet the experts who work tirelessly to protect the wild 
area in the area and maybe spot some other local wildlife 
such as bears, coyotes, wolves and eagles. More details 
can be viewed by visiting www.bornfree.org.uk/holiday 

I would like to ask you if you would help Born Free to 
promote this challenge either at your club by putting up a 
poster. Obviously, we would like to get as many people on 
the trip as possible because we would raise more funds for 
the areas but if we could get 15 people that would be 
great. If you would like to help, I would love to hear from 
you. Please give me a call on 01403-240170 or email 
me trisha@bornfree.org.uk 

Big brother 
Big Brother of the SB '225' is ready to rumble. 

This means that the complete S Series of Xplay 
boats are available at a shop near you. The S8'235' 
has been designed to cater for the largest paddler without 
compromising style and performance. Pyranha looks forward to 
the continued success established by the SB '225' earlier this month. 
The S8 '235' weighs only 17 .5 kilos and features Pyranha's unique Power 
Pocket design and the latest vac formed play seat system, giving you the ability to 
control and adjust the trim of the boat with precision. The S8 225 and 235 are designed for 
'super smooth play', fast surfing & carving, dynamic blunts and smooth impressive vertical sequences. 

To find your local Dealer check out pyranha.com or call 01928 716666 for more details. 
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Closed 
Sea- Kayaker friendly 
campsite at Arduaine, 

20 miles South of Oban 
has now closed 

permanently. The 
nearest sites now at 

Lochgilphead and Oban. 
It is the end of an era, 
following 17 years of 
special welcome and 

knowledgable attention 
from the Rentoul Family 

who have built a 
particular bond with a 

generation of sea 
paddlers. 

Team Perception 
I paddlers on this 

year's Touch the 
Water Tour will be 
sporting the latest 

gear from Nookie as they strut their stuff around the UK 
and Europe. Andre Goldsmith says "The majority of our 
Team paddlers have been using Nookie kit for some 
time now. We're very pleased with the design and 
performance of the kit being used and were keen for it 
to be available to our remaining Team paddlers. With 
Nookie now being the official soft-wear supplier to Team 
Perception we will be able to offer paddlers the 
opportunity to find out more about this excellent range 
when they visit us at events on the Tour". 

www.nookie.co.uk 

Photo credit: 
Martin Tapley 

Piece of history 
for sale 

Our collection of old sea 
associated items has to be 
disbanded as they have lost 

the lease on the building 
and cannot find another. 

They are trying to find good 
homes for a lath and canvas 
folding canoe used by the 

commandos during the 
second world war and a 

Tyne canoe. I understand 
both are over 60 years old 

and have been looked after 
and loved. They are both 
usable but I think more 
suitable to be part of a 

collection. Are there any 
clubs or other groups who 

would be interested in 
either offering these items 
of living history a home or 
any advice on how to find 
them. They have to vacate 

the premises in the next few 
weeks, but I am willing to try 

and store them if I can. 
Contact: Gill Barnsley 

e-mail Gil1Colin17@aol.com 

New address 
BCU NW Region Chair 

Mr. Andy Noblett 
'Brooklands' 

61, Whalley Road, Langho, 
Blackburn BB6 8EF 

01254 248457 

Taking on 
the world 
Team Perception 

paddlers Matt Tidy 
(paddling the Full Tilt) 
and Andy Stuart 
(paddling the Spin) will 
represent GB at this 
summer's Freestyle 
Pre-World 
Championships and the 
European 

Championships. Both paddlers will also be amongst a 
number of Team Perception paddlers who will be 
participating in the prestigious Euro Cup series. 

Stick a cork in it 
Moulded foam bungs are now available to fit the 

self-bailers on the Perception Squirt, Freedom and 
Freedom 2 (Scooter and Gemini versions are scheduled 
for late summer availability). The specially shaped 
bungs are ideal for keeping your backside dry by 
preventing back flow through the bailers when the boat 
is being used for flat water paddling. The bungs are not 
however recommended for use on the sea where the 
self-bailers are required to prevent swamping of the 
seating area. The bungs are £2.50 per pair from 
Perception dealers. For further details call 
Perception on 01825 765891 or email 
sales@perception.co.uk 

www.perception.co.uk 

Sunday morning was spent decorating five of the 
clubs Canadian Canoes using only basic materials ready for 
the Dragon Boat races on the river at Fakenham. The 
races were carried out in three heats and a grand "no rules 
final race" saw most of the Dragon Boats and their 
paddlers ending up swimming in the river. Nigel Emmerson, 
one of the organisers said "the event had taken many 
months for the committee to prepare as we had to ensure 
that the weekend was filled with suitable activities for the 
ages of the children attending and to make sure that 
everyone had enough food and drink at the various events". 
Nigel also said it is very pleasing to see yet another way of 
using the Canadian canoes as these were partly funded by 
local charities. 

Nigel Emmerson, club secretary 01328 864062. 

Busy weekend 
Eighteen members of the Wensum Ospreys Canoe club 

who are based in Fakenham Norfolk spent a weekend in 
April involved in all kinds of adventure exercises based at 
The Dunton Adventure Centre near Fakenham. Friday 
evening saw a four mile night hike with tasks to complete 
on the way followed by supper and lights out at 2.00am. 

On the Saturday the members and instructors all 
paddled seven miles down the River Wensum from 
Fakenham to Bintree Mill with a grand picnic lunch at Great 
Ryburgh and then paddled on through the wonderful 
scenery of Senowe Park. A fish and chip supper was 
followed by indoor games in the evening. 

Radnorshire youth 
service canoeing project 
Up to 25 young people from Radnorshire will be taking to 

the water over the next few weeks as they work 
towards achieving their British Canoeing Association Star 
Awards. As part of a partnership project between 
Radnorshire Youth Service and Radnor Sports Development 
Group, introductory sessions will be held at Llyn Clywedog 
under the guidance of staff from the Staylittle Outdoor 
Centre. The assessment process will take place during a 
two day river trip along the River Severn, including an 
overnight camp. 

In a new departure for the Youth Service, young people 
from other, existing youth support agencies have been 
referred onto the programme. Under the banner "Flexible 
Routes", links have been made with the Youth Offending 
Team and Careers Wales/Powys Youth. Gateway workers are 
to include young people who may, otherwise have not had 
the opportunity to involve themselves with the project. 

Commenting on the project, Youth Link Worker for Mid 
Powys, Paul Rowe, said: "To be able to work in partnership 
with other agencies is a central part of the future for Youth 
Services in Powys. It is very positive to see organisations 
working in this way. Ultimately it is young people who will 
benefit" For further information on this and other project 
work, contact Radnorshire Youth Service at the area 
office, Rhayader YMCA, Tel: 01597 810792. 

Big Move Competition 
The BCU Surf Committee has decided to hold a competition 
this year for the best move in a surf kayak to be captured 
on film. There will be prizes of £50 for both the 
photographer and paddler in each of two categories - best 
photo and best video. 

Rules: 
1) Winners to be voted by the attendees at the BCU Surf 

Committee Annual Meeting. This is planned to be held 
on the 12th October 2002 at Bigbury-On-Sea, Devon. 

2) Only photos and videos takenduring this year's 
competitions will count. 

3) The winning entries will then be submitted to the World 
Big Move contest. 

4) All entrants agree as a condition of entry, that the BCU 
Surf Committee will have the right to use the winning 
entries to help promote the sport. 
Andrew Hawker, Chair, BCU Surf Committee. Tel: 

(+44) 01202 695451. Fax: (+44) 0870 8318758 
Email: ajh@ahawker.screaming.net 
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White water protection 
I et Gui protect you in white waters with their Kayak 
L.range. As ever, there is the Gui quality combined with 
unique features you would expect, fine-tuned with input 
from their team paddlers! 

Recreational cag, This cag has double thickness to 
protect those areas prone to wear whilst maintain efficient 
drainage, other features include: 
• GCX - PU coated nylon waterproof fabric 
• All seams heat sealed 
• Adjustable neoprene neck seal 
• Smooth PVC adjustable neoflex cuffs 
• Venting neck opening 
• Flat pocket with mesh drain 

Colours: Azure/Navy. R.R.P. £34.95 

Breathable semi-dry cag. This is the first of the 
breathable cags, featuring: 
• Guls unique GCX2 - 2 layer nylon PU hydrophilic 

breathable fabric, performance breathing system 
• Fixed Smooth neoprene seals at waist, neck and wrists 
• Dynamic paddle cut allows maximum movement and 

extended durability 
• Flat pocket with mesh drain 
• All seams fully heat sealed 

Colours: Azure/Navy and Gold/Navy. R.R.P. £59.95 

Breathable dry cag. This breathable dry cag allows 
you to paddle at extreme performance levels whilst 
maintaining a dry and comfortable fit: 
• GCX2 - 2 layer nylon PU hydrophilic breathable fabric, 

performance breathing system 
• Shock cord adjustable internal waist/body tube, 

coloured for ease of donning 
• Fixed smooth neoprene outer waist/body tube 
• Dry latex wrist seals-with adjustable over cuffs 

• Single smooth 
fixed neoprene 
neck seal for 
seal and comfort 

• Double thickness 
wear areas with 
efficient drainage 

• All seams fully 
heat sealed 
Colours: 

Azure/Navy and 
Gold/Navy. R.R.P 
£79.95 

Ripstop 
breathable dry 
cag, This is the top 
of the range, 
ultimate Cag, with 
the following 
features: 
• GCX3 - nylon rip 

stop 3 layer fabric, high performance material 
• Dry latex wrist and neck seals 
• Fixed S/L neoprene inner waist band coloured for ease 

of donning 
• Fixed outer neck seal/cover and S/L smooth Glideskin to 

reduce rub 
• Waist and wrist outer seals are fully adjustable 
• Dynamic paddle cut allows maximum movement and 

extended durability 
• Double thickness/Cordura 500 wear areas 
• All double up areas drain efficiently 

Colours: Azure/Navy and Gold/Navy. R.R.P. £149.95 
Gui International. Tel. 01208 262400 
www.gul.com 
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Slalom 
statement 
Andy Koszary BCU Slalom 
Committee Treasurer has 
resigned from the post 
because of personal 
reasons. He will remain in 
post until a replacement is 
found or the 2002 Slalom 
AGM. Although Andy is keen 
to relinquish the post as 
soon as possible, he will 
work with and give his 
support to who ever takes 
over the post. 

The Slalom Executive 
Committee would like to put 
on record their sincere 
thanks to Andy for all his 
hard work, commitment and 
dedication over the last five 
years. 

If any body would like to 
take over the position of 
Treasurer or be consider for 
election at the next Slalom 
AGM please contact:- 
BCU Slalom Secretary 
Irena Paxton: 01559 
363137 Email 
irenapaxton@hottpail,com 
Or the Slalom 
Administrator 
01582 651615 
Fax: 01582 708834 
Email 
slalom adrojo@bcu.OJi.uk 

WIN A TRAVEL INSURANCE POLICY 
FROM PRIMARY DIRECT 

If you like to live life to the max on your 
vacations, and indulge your wild-side by 
pursuing a range of sporting activities, you 
need insurance cover that will back you up 
if you are injured in the process. 
A new policy, Primary Active, does just 
that, providing cover for a huge range of 
sports ranging from the thrilling to the 

,_..,. _,. seriously dangerous. It's just been 
launched on to the market and to celebrate this, we've linked up with 
its provider Primary Direct (0870 444 3434) to offer one lucky reader 
the change to win a year-long policy. 

A Primary Active annual multi-trip policy, worth around £150 
depending upon which sports you like to pursue, is up for grabs, giving 
you the liberty to do anything from scuba dMng to surfing, and white 
water rafting to jet skiing, as many times a year as you like. 

It won't only cover you for medical expenses or personal accident 
claims that you might have to make if you are injured, but will also 
cover your normal travel insurance requirements, such as baggage, 

c1<- 
1' 

PRIMARY 
DIRECT 

cancellation, normal medical and repatriation expenses, travel delay 
and personal liability. 

You can't just leap in at the deep end on your holiday without 
considering the implications. If you don't have any travel insurance, you 
will end up paying for any medical expenses out of your own pocket 
and the same is true if your travel policy doesn't allow you to 
participate in your chosen actMty. These expenses can run into 
thousands of pounds, so it really does pay to check out your situation 
before you travel. 

All it takes is one call to Primary Direct to find out about the Primary 
Active policy. But, if you'd like to try and win our competition prize and 
receive free cover for the year ahead, just answer this question. 

On what telephone number can you find out about Primary Active? 
Send your answer, along with name, address and daytime 

telephone number, on a postcard to SUe Cowpe, catapult PR, 19a- 
20a Marsh MIR wi.ge, 1homton Cleveleys, Lancashire, FY5 4JZ. 
Please also state where you Intend travelling to and what sports 
you wish to participate In during the coming year. The first name 
drawn after the closing date of July 1st 2002 wlH win the policy. 
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RAF paddle for charity 
Ten Royal Air Force 
physical training 
instructors - usually 
found urging their 
colleagues on to greater 
achievements in the 
gymnasium - will test 
their own fitness in a 
gruelling kayak paddle 
around the 
circumference of the Isle 
of Wight. 
The instructors kept in 
touch after completing 
an RAF course in 1992. 
They arranged the 
sponsored maritime 
challenge for 19th May 
when they learned that 
one of them, Corporal 
David Ledger, had been 

left almost completely paralysed following a freak kayaking 
accident in the summer of 2000. 

David, 30, who is himself an accomplished canoeist and 
represented Great Britain in the sport, will be the guest of honour 
at the challenge, welcoming them over the finishing line. They are 
expected to complete the 65-mile course in eleven hours. The 
event co-ordinator is Sgt Justin Scholes, who said that they hoped 
to raise £5,000 from sponsorship which would buy an adjustable 
bed for David, who now lives in a specially adapted bungalow 
purchased for him by the RAF Benevolent Fund. Justin said they 
would circumnavigate the island anti-clockwise, starting and 
finishing the trip from Keyhaven on the UK mainland. "We will be 
using the tides to our advantage, taking it in turn so that it is a real 
team effort. The waters can be difficult and dangerous, and there 
will be easy, hard and rough legs to challenge us." 

David's accident happened in Bratislava, Slovakia when he 
was coaching the Great Britain U23 Canoe Slalom team Canoeing 
nearly two years ago. Since then he has tried to live as 
independent a life as possible. He has enjoyed exceptional 
success in canoeing, a huge part of his life since he was eleven 
years old. He was a member of the Great Britain Junior Team and 
the U24 team, a member of the England team for many years, 
and was involved in coaching the Great Britain U23 team for a 
total of three years. Canoeing still continues to be an important 
part of his life. He works with the British Canoe Union as regional 
co-ordinator for Yorkshire, Humberside and Teeside U18 Paddlers, 
and is currently applying to Leeds University to study diet and 
nutrition. He said: "I was very touched that my friends wanted to 
take part in such a challenging event - just for me. I am sure with 
their effort and determination that they will succeed. The new bed 
will be a great bonus and make my life a lot more comfortable." 

Contact: Sgt Justin Scholes on 07866 720555. 

Sgt Justin Scholes (pictured front) with 
Corporal Tony French 

Take a break on the Thames 
At last - messing about on the non-tidal Thames has just become 
a lot easier. Want to hire a rowing boat and laze in the 
backwaters? Go canoeing followed by a good pint? Contact 
www.visitthames.co.uk 

This website, set up by the Environment Agency which 
manages the non-tidal river, has just received a massive upgrade. 
It has a new interactive map so you can click on any part of it to 
discover where to hire and buy boats, where to go rowing, 
canoeing and sailing and fishing, where to eat, where to stay, what 
events are on, and much more. The Agency also runs an 
Information Line 0845 601 5336 (local rates). 
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Camping 
weekend 

4-6 October 
Upper Barie and Exe, 

Camping weekend based 
at Exton near Dulverton. 

Grade II. 
Contact: Neil Fuller, 

Sheran Cottage, Saxon 
Street, Lower Langford. 
8540 58P Somerset. E­ 
mail: enqyiries@sacc co,uk 

Help wanted 
10th August 

Cross - Mersey 
swim 

This is a charity event 
international swim race, 
which cannot take place 
without safety cover from 

canoeists. 
It is proposed to have 15 - 
20 swimmers, ideally each 

having individual cover. 
2.00 pm meeting to catch 

the tide. 
Evening presentation in 
the 'Clipper' plus out of 

pocket expenses 
(remember this is a 
charitable event). 

For further details, 
please contact Dave 

McGarry on 0151 287 
4644 e-mail d.mc~any@ 

blueyonder.co.uk 

A 10th 
anniversary 

This year is the 10th 
anniversary of Cranfield 

canoe club in its present 
form. To celebrate this 

they are holding a re-union 
event at Cardington 

artificial slalom course 
over the weekend of 

10/llth August. If you 
were once a member or 

had some connection with 
the club in the past ten 

years or have some 
connection with present 
members, then you are 

invited to come down and 
join the party. 

Contact Tim Pryor by 
phone at the University, 

or e-mail at 
t.p.pzyor@cranfield.ac.u. 

Cheshire Ring Race 
June 29th - 30th June 
Macclesfield & District Canoe Club are pleased to confirm this 
years race. Sadly last year's race was cancelled due to F&M. 
The first time in the club's history this popular event hasn't 
taken place. We hope the teams and individual paddlers from 
last year are eager to join us this year. We aim to make it a 
race to remember! The race is open to teams or individuals 
who like a challenge. The 96 mile race is run over 24 hours, 
includes tunnels, locks, town and country, and the night 
paddling. 

Anyone who hasn't heard of this event and would like 
details please contact: Pauline Bett, Tel; 01925 75 6728, 
or email pauline@23madcc.fsnet.co.uk include full address and 
contact number. 

Perception Wavehopper 
Challenge series 
Saturday 1st & 29th June 2002 
The Perception Wavehopper Challenge series is being held at 
the Burrs Activity Centre. This is a great opportunity for young 
people to experience another aspect of Paddlesport in a fun 
and challenging way. 

The race will include coaching in Junior Whitewater 
Racing kayaks and prizes will be given to winners along with 
medals. The series will conclude with the final of the series 
held at Bala on the 20th July, where the overall winner will be 
taken from the best times achieved from two local events and 
Bala final. 

If any readers would like to enter young people to the 
event this will help greatly with the planning and respective 
numbers. Readers could also let me know by email and 
payments can be made on the day of event. 

Len Hartley, Paddlesport Development Officer, BCU 
Northwest 

Hasler Final 
22nd September 2002 
If you had a mind to laying that scrunchy gravel driveway now 
is a good time. The 2002 Hasler Final - marathon racing's 
national inter-club final - is to be held at Eaton School's 
regatta course near Windsor. The host club is Wey Kayak 
Club. Confused? Well, our own patch of local water is a little 
narrow and sometimes makes for "interesting" starts; the 
700 or so competitors coming to Eaton in September will be 
ensured of a fair and fast start. As is usual, there will be three 
race distances, of 20, 12 and 6km. The proposed long 
course will take in one lap of the lake a portage out on to the 
Thames a sprint to Boveney Lock, down to Windsor CC, back 
upstream over Boveney, around the hotel on Monkey Island 
and back into the regatta lake for a final lap. For the middle 
distance the river section will be shorter: up to Queen's Eyot 
and back. For paddlers in divisions 7, 8 and 9 this will be a 
race with a difference: a straightforward two laps around the 
regatta lake, where competitors will be ensured of a loud 
cheer from start to finish. Of course, this all depends on 
whether you do that drive before September because the full 
course hasn't been dug out yet - and there's a lot of gravel to 
be shifted! 

Qualifying for the Hasler Final 
Paddler's score points for their club by entering marathon 
races in held their region over the season. Points are awarded 
for entering, being well placed in the results and gaining 
promotion. The clubs with the most points are invited to 
compete in the Hasler Final together with the armed services 
clubs and the host club. To compete for their club, an 

individual paddler must have entered at least three qualifying 
races during the season. A list of races can be found in the 
BCU yearbook, the Racing Handbook and 
http://www.bcu.org.uk/marathon/calendar.html 

This is a year of anniversaries 50 years of marathon 
racing and 60 years since Major Hasler led the commando 
raid by canoe against enemy shipping in Bordeaux, so you 
wouldn't want to miss out would you? 

5:10 Coaching Festival 
7th/8th September 2002 

It's back! The 5:10 
Coaching Festival. Two 
days of back-to-back, 
boating workshops 
interrupted by an 
evening of slide shows 
and scoff and topped-off 
with a Team Freestyle 
competition. It's a 
weekend of boating 
Heaven. Whether you're 
an open-boater or 
kayaker, novice or 
advanced, freestyler or 
river-runner there's 

guaranteed to be something that will edge your boat. The 
half-day workshops will be run by the UK's leading coaches 
and will cover almost every aspect of boating, from freestyle 
and river-running to safety & rescue, all offering awesome 
coaching at a reduced price. Off-water, 5:10 will be around to 
tempt your tooty-toes into their latest demo shoes along with 
a whole bank of other stores and manufacturers to drool over. 
Then, after dark, some of the world's top boaters will emerge 
from their cockpits to entertain you with tales of their latest 
epics and adventures. Finally, there's a chance to strut your 
stuff in the Tag-Team Rodeo on Sunday afternoon (not to be 
taken too seriously ... ). With workshops, evening events, a 
rodeo and a Tour to Bala, it's the 5:10 Coaching Festival: 
Better & Wetter in 2002. 

Festival details and booking forms will be available in July. 
To request your booking form contact the Canolfan 
Tryweryn Coaching Department on 01678 521083 ore­ 
mail canolfan-t1:yweryn@virgin.net. 

The Waterfront Festival 
Saturday 29th - Sunday 30th June 2002 
A weekend festival of watersports and entertainment from 
Brighton Marina to Hove Lagoon. 

Now in its second year, this unique event will feature two 
days of exciting sea races, watersport demonstrations and 
tournaments, complemented by an on-shore programme with 
a music stage and exhibition spaces. Local businesses and 
organisations have joined forces to create a full and varied 
programme of events, with fun activities for the public to 
participate in and enjoy for free. 

Hove Lagoon 
National Windsurf Championships at Hove Lagoon. Hove 
Lagoon will play host to the National Windsurf championships. 
On Saturday, there will also be a major youth windsurfing 
event in association with The Royal Yachting Association. 
Kite Surfing demonstration by Ocean Sports. Kite-surfing 
demonstrations and competitions with professional teams, 
including some of the top 10 world competitors, will be held 
on the beach near King Alfred Leisure Centre, and the public 
will also be invited to try their hand at kite-surfing. 
Kite Flying demonstration by Air Born Kites. Air Born Kites 
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will be flying large-scale decorative kites on the beach as part of the 
festival. 
Performance by Same Sky. Same Sky are planning to create a piece to 
be performed at intervals between dawn and dusk on Saturday 29 June 
between Hove Lagoon and Brighton Marina. 

Brighton Marina 
Zapcat National Race Series. A powerboat racing event as part of the 
2002 National Race Series, will be held at Brighton Marina. The event will 
be covered by Sky Sports on 'Fastrax'. 
Neilson Active Holidays Sailing Challenge. Local business and schools 
will team up for a fun sailing event where participants get the chance to 
learn basic sailing and yacht racing skills, culminating in a series of races. 
Waterpolo by Brighton Swimming Club. A waterpolo sea tournament 
will be held in the inner harbour of the marina on Saturday, with regional 
teams competing. 
Dragon Boat racing, made up of teams from local businesses will take 
place on Sunday. 
Have-a-go at Brighton Marina. The Absolute from Hove Lagoon will be 
taking up to nine people at a time to 'have a go' at sailing. They will be 
taking people out on the large RIB and Mako powerboats. 
Kids entertainment. There will be a bouncy slide and other free kids 
rides at the Marina on both days. 
Event exhibition. There will be stands displaying water sport products, 
event information and information about our partner organisations and 
sponsors. 

For more information contact Isabelle Boudaud at Zap 
Productions on 01273 821 588 or by email at isabelle@zapuk.com 

BCU eastern region weekend 
2002 
Saturday 29th & Sunday 30th June 
At Herts Young Mariners Base, Cheshunt, Herts 
Coaching courses: revalidation, child protection, injury prevention, aquatic 
first aid, level 2 coach symposium, racing seminar, CST. 

Meet your regional and local coaching organisers 
Star tests, kayak and open boats, canoe sailing, come and try 

sessions, canoe safety, test training and assessments, aquatic first aid, 
rodeo clinic and young persons fun event 

All courses are pre-bookable at £6.00 each 
Camping available all weekend, trade stands, barbecue, illustrated 

lecture. For more details or to book courses contact Lesley and Terry 
Quinlan on 01255 815093. 
Email: lesleyguinlan@hotmail.com or guinlan@essex.ac.uk 

Norfolk ranking freestyle event 
Saturday 13 & Sunday 14th July 2002 
Held at the Poreover weir in Hellesden, Norwich. the hole is a good size to 
be able to cartwheel, loop, and split. saturday will be a come and try 
freestyle day with demo boats available thanks to PeakUK and Sues 
Canoes. Camping will be available for saturday night and a party thanks to 
Aventis Crop Science, which is only 300m from the weir. Sunday is the 
main event which covers all classes. For more information please 
contact 01953 885569 or email richard@suescanoes 
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Exhausted when we finished we felt no 
emotion, no sense of achievement, no 
savouring of the first descent, just relief. We 
had had too much adventure for one week but 
I think the three of us were aware that this 
had been a rare and extraordinary trip. It had 
been the most full-on, committing, enjoyable, 
scary, exhausting, rewarding trip of my life. 

We had spotted the Bactiaria River the previous year when we had 
paddled the Sezar. In fact the Bactiaria is larger than the Sezar and 

looked well worth an investigation but that year we did not have time to 
paddle it. (The Dez River is formed at the confluence of the Sezar and 
Bactiaria.) So in May 2001 Bob, Debs and I arrived at the put in with our 
three-H2 Zones. We had estimated that it would take at least four and 
probably five days to paddle the river and so we had bought six days food. 
This was to be a totally self-supported trip. 

Our initial scout, had given us a couple of glimpses into the river - a 
tantalising view of a stretch of flat water some three hundred metres 
straight down below my feet, and then beyond a stretch obscured by cliffs 
the valley opening out slightly and the river winding on down through 
boulder garden rapids surrounded by stunning scenery. We had been 
unable to see any more of the river as the locals had advised us that, 
without a 4x4, we would not be able to get back if we went on down the 
road. In these situations local advice is a good thing. We knew that, once 
we set off down the river, the only practical way out was by paddling to the 
confluence. From here we could catch the train up the Sezar valley to 
Dorud and then by bus or taxi back to our Transit parked in Amir's House 
in Isfahan. The previous year when Bob, Guy and I had paddled the Sezar 
we had used the same H2 Zones and the three of us had been in 
universal agreement that they were superb boats for the job, giving a 
great combination of load carrying and comfort without sacrificing too 
much performance and fun - you can still flat spin a H2 Zone even when it 
is loaded. 

After saying good-bye to a very confused Hillman Hunter taxi driver it 
was into this almost unknown that we paddled. Fortunately, but we did not 
know this at the time, it had 'got late' as we had done some impulse 
shopping and we had stopped in a cafe for lunch instead of a picnic so we 
crammed this extra food into the boats - Bob even had a watermelon 
between his legs. After a two-hour evening paddle and a night's camp we 
were back on the water and full of anticipation - we were about to enter 
the gorge I had stared into from the cliff top on our scout - ten to fifteen 
minutes later we were out of our boats scouting a portage. This was a 
definite portage; the river disappeared underground as it made its way 
through a huge rock fall. Eventually we arrived at the bottom of this rock 
fall, the portage had taken us three hours but the decision to eat the 
watermelon at the end of the portage was the correct one! 

The next few days were glorious; grade II - Ill with the occasional 
grade IV rapids, warm sunshine though the evenings were chilly, side 
creeks adding volume and looking like possible alternative starts to avoid 
the opening portage. I began to think that I had found a river to replace 

...... 



FEATURE T ·IRAN 15 

:: .-:.. ~ •• II 

Above left to right: Rob hastings, Dave Manby, John Liddell, 
Roger Huyton, Mick Hopkinson, five of the six remaining 
paddlers of the 197 6 Everest expedition 

We should have stopped, it is a way of life that is dying out; 
already many 'nomadic' families migrate by truck from the 
plains to the hills as the summer arrives. 

the doomed Coruh for my white water holidays. We came across a couple 
of shepherds herding unseen flocks who invited us in for tea and 
charades. These games of charades are always a lottery, and I have 
played them in many languages, as there is no way of telling if you have 
guessed the correct answer - sometimes you do not even know the topic 
of discussion. As we said good-bye, however, it appeared from the hand 
and arm movements that there was a big rapid coming up. They were 
right - another portage. This time it was not as taxing and Bob and I 
paddled the last third of the 3OO-metre rapid. If the rapid had not been in 
the middle of nowhere I might have been tempted to run more of it. Bob 
felt the whole rapid was 'on' but not in a loaded boat. Another day we 
passed a nomad camp that invited us in but we declined and paddled on. 

Throwing rocks down on us 
On day four we pulled into a beach to camp early, around 
3.30 p.m. We were about to enter a gorge and felt it better 
to paddle it the following morning with no worries over 
daylight. Also if my distance calculations were correct we 
should be off the river the next day. Four local youths came 
into camp. More charades and showing off by them 
including blasting a rock to bits with their 12-bore shotgun. 
The locals invited us to their village; we refused, all our 
gear was unpacked and we did not want to re-pack it. Then 
they insisted and but we really just wanted to dry our gear, 
cook our evening meal and snooze in the evening sun 
before climbing into our sleeping bags for the night. They 
got more agitated and we refused again. It is normal to be 
offered hospitality three times before the refusal will be 
accepted. However by now a nasty undercurrent was 
obvious. Then they grabbed a couple of pairs of paddles 
and tried to get us to follow them into their village. We 
refused and they decided to extort money from us instead. 
Negotiations started; money was what was wanted but we 
were not offering any. They withdrew and resorted to 
throwing rocks down on us from the cliff top and we 
cowered under an overhanging rock. Every so often 
negotiations would restart, Debs offered a wristwatch but 
this was refused. It was getting decidedly unpleasant - time 
to leave. Debs packed up our belongings shoving them into 
the kayaks and putting together our three-way split Robson 
paddles whilst Bob and I had a final round of negotiations 
as a decoy. These failed and we started launching our 
H2's. The robbers suddenly realised that they were left with 
a couple of pairs of Robson blades, useless to them, and 
the digital watch and necklace, which had been on offer, 
were about to disappear into a gorge. One of them 

reappeared and in TV hostage-drama style we exchanged the paddles fo, 
the watch and necklace. We paddled into the gorge in the dark. We came 
across a rapid, we have no idea if you could paddle it,_we could not see it; 
we portaged it - so much for our cautious approach! 

The following morning we were on the river at first light to get more 
distance between the robbers and us. At 11.00am we were presented 
with another portage. We were faced with an absolutely smooth-sided, 
stunning rock gorge. In the middle of this gorge was a drop that looked-to 
be more than we wanted to take on and so there was no option but to 
carry around. 'Carry around' is not really the right way to describe this, up 
and over is a better description and the 'up' bit meant carrying the boats 
over one ridge and into the next dry side creek and then hauling the 
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loaded boats up four throw-bag 
lengths. After hauling them up we 
had to carry them across a slope 
where one slip and you would end 
up falling some hundred metres 
into the middle of the rapid we 
were trying to avoid. Safely across 
we still had to lower the boats 
and climb down to the river again. 
By this time we were out of water 
and energy. We dug out and 
devoured a pack of Halva, 
sesame seeds soaked in sugar 
solution, which, in my book beats 
any energy bar you can name. After lowering the boats a 
couple of lengths we switched to rigging static lines and 
sliding the boats down them. Suddenly one of the H2 
Zones became unclipped and shot of down the steep 
slope performing barrel rolls and somersaults before 
scoring a perfect goal between two trees at the bottom. 
It was a classic demonstration of the dangers of 
karabiners 'double clipping' and so becoming unclipped. 
The boat - and the two of us it flew by - were unharmed 
and we made it safely down onto the riverbank. The 
portage had taken five hours through the heat of the day. 
We were exhausted, I did not want to move, but we knew 
we had to paddle on and find a campsite. We launched 
and around the next bend we found a spring; we drank 
and drank and then filled our water bottles and then 
drank again. Soon after we came to a huge beach 
protected by cliffs where we made camp. The almost 
unlimited firewood deposited by the spring high waters 
had obviously been there for years and so we knew we 
were well away from any other habitation and unlikely to 
be disturbed that night. Sleep of the just beckoned - the 
just knackered. However we could not help wonder 
where the dam site was, even though we had carried for 
five hours we had also paddled for five hours without 
having to scout and so making we should have covered a minimum of 25 
kilometres and probably more like 40. There was no sign of the dam. We 
had seen dam related survey marks at the campsite we had fled from and 
the thieves had said 'baraj da kilometer' the dam ten kilometres. The next 
day would reveal all. 

Forth 

way through the rocks leaving a 
gap like the negative of a Henry 
Moore sculpture of a reclining 
nude. But we got to hate the left­ 
hand corners, every time the river 
turned left it became a vertical 
sided gorge and this had to be 
checked out before we could 
enter safely. One particular 
section we scouted and from the 
best vantage point available on 
the river right bank we could see 
water splashing up just as the 
gorge turned right again; we 

could not see what caused this and so we had to check 
to see if it was an unrunnable drop. Bob volunteered to 
climb to the top of the gorge on river left and check the 
drop out. Meanwhile Debs and I cooked another tuna­ 
pasta lunch, hiding in what shade we could find. By now 
we had dropped altitude and the chilly evenings had 
been substituted by raging hot days. We automatically 
dropped our Robson paddles in the river before grabbing 
them and, unless you wetted seats and thigh grips or 
turned your boat over, it was easy to burn your thighs 
even after a half hour stop despite Pyranha using light 
coloured plastic for thigh grips and seats. Bob returned 
and announced that if we were going to portage it was 
'the mother of all portages' as far as he could see we 
would have haul our boats to the top of the gorge and 
then it was at least 4 kilometres till we might be able to 
get back down to the river. However the drop was a 
phantom drop; the boils surging against the cliff face 
were causing the splashing. We paddled through the 
gorge and on through many more similar gorges. We only 
paddle into one of these gorges 'blind'. Only once but 
once was enough, it was grade I water but grade VI 
stress as we edged around corners elongating our necks 
to see if the next stretch was safe. 

Finally we rounded another corner and the dam construction site 
came into view. I have never been so pleased to see a dam construction 
site! We hauled our H2 Zones up to the railway tracks. They had taken an 
incredible abuse and performed superbly throughout, though I must admit 
that the play-boat design features were rather ignored towards the end of 

the trip! It was midday 
on day eight when we 
finished; we had half a 
bag of pasta and a little 
tea left. We must have 
paddled at least 300 
kilometres. Our 'mistake' 
was to estimate the 
length of the river at 
around 140 -160 
kilometres from a 
1:500,000 US Air force 
Tactical Pilotage chart - 
the best topo map we 
could find but the scale 
was too large to show 
the tortured path the 
river took - especially for 
the last three days - 
meandering through the 

next 
and a ha 
reveal 
most 

mazing 
ries of 

rges I hav 
paddle in th 
umnle of my 
30-year 
paddling 
care r. 

Amazing series of 
gorges 
For the next two and a 
half days revealed the 
most amazing series of 
gorges I have paddle in 
the whole of my 30-year 
paddling career. Gorge 
followed gorge and rock 
face followed rock face; 
the scale was enormous. 
I felt privileged as I 
looked way up at 
spectacular ridges, walks 
waiting for dedicated 
hikers to enjoy, rock 
faces hundred of metres 
high with enough cracks 
and slabs for a climber 
never to have to repeat a 
route in his or her 
lifetime. But it was the 
gorges that were the star 
attraction. Smoothed by 
the centuries of erosion 
the curves wound their 

rock strata. • 
Article by Dave 
Manby 



Opening Sale! 
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Cl m I IMHI •••• _U2,_a51 ... _ .... 
Demo boats on site! 

L2/3 Kayak Instructor wanted Jun • Oct 
Management opportunity for right candidate. Send CV etc. 

The Leam Boat Centre 
Mill Rd, Leamington Spa, CV31 1BH. 
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Hurley Rodeo 
2002and 

Hurley "Pro­ 
Am World Cup 

2003" 

A monster on our 
"Big water and big sun" was forecast as competitors 

began to stream into the car parks for this year's SAS 
Thames Weir Freestyle competition - the world 

famous "Hurley Rodeo". With the support of SAS this 
event just gets bigger and bigger. Now into its 14th 
year, we knew we had a monster on our hands ... By 

Saturday morning, a total of 176 paddlers from 
around the globe had turned up at the briefing point. 
Having queued for what must have felt like hours, the 
boaters apparently made the most of arriving at the 
front of the queue and entered as many classes as 
they could afford ... This lead to a total of 276 class 

entries - all vying for points and a place on the official 
UK Freestyle team. 2002 was going to be the biggest 

event yet! 

For years now (about the full fourteen in 
fact) regular Hurley Weir paddlers have 

been dreaming of the rodeo-boating 
equivalent of "Big Wednesday" ... the 
"mother of all formats" ... the hole that leads 
to more paddlers spectating than paddling ... 
"The Big 4". One week in advance we could 
see, that for the first time in the event's 
history it was actually going to happen. 
Unfortunately, all we got as feedback was 
"Can't we have it on 3?" There really is no 
pleasing some people ... So an'j'Nay, true to 
form, good old Brian the·lock-keeper 
squeezed it down to three for the start of 
things on the Friday, and wow what a 
pumping wave that was - the full power of 

.the Thames in flood through a gap the length 
of just three boats! 

Things kicked off on the Saturday 
morning with the usual free rodeo training 
session for newcomers and the more 
wobbly/nervous regulars. These two sessions 
are always over-subscribed and this was 
especially the case this year with such.a 
huge wave. The sessions were lead by Shaun 
Baker (the event organiser) with the help of Mark Birkbeck 
(former World Junior Champion) and John "Pies" Smith (fresh 
from his recent freestyle win in Iceland). The crowds were 
given a taste of things to come and the wobbly and nervous 
duly became less wobbly and actually pretty damn good by 
the end of things. Thanks boys. 

By midday the event was underway for real and as entries 
kept pouring in though the morning we all started to become 
aware that not only were we going to be finishing in darkness 
(thanks BCU Lifeguards for the night cover) but that we would: 
also have to push some of the finals across to the following 
morning (sorry again to the open boaters and duo bods). 

Hurley is renowned as being an event almost 
overwhelmed with entries from first-timers. This year, with 
such a monstrous wave, we thought things might have been 
different. But oh no, there were still 68 Novices (not to 
mention the 53 Juniors). Though "In the end", as they say, 
"there can be only one" (Novice that is) - well three actually, 
but Tim Trew was number one, closely followed by Geraint 
Rowlands and Alan Ward. Super. 

The Juniors never fail to impress, and even contending 
with semi-darkness and an event unusually split between two 
days these guys rocked. Superboy Mark Birkbeck won leaving 
the talented Richard Chrimes with 2nd, and the omnipresent 
Tom Emmison with 3rd. 

A respectable turn out of 11 entries in the squirt class 
somehow voted (amongst themselves ... well, most of 
themselves, I hear) to exhibit their skills on the sharper eddy 
lines of the side weir. This is a highly dangerous area to 
paddle and was conducted under the watchful eye of Brian 
the lockie and the BCU Lifeguards ... A weir that is definitely 
not recommended and not to be tried at home. Well, Bob 
Campbell won again ... Is there no end to this boy's career? 
Some.sound slicey stuff and general good showmanship saw 
Adam White and Jamie Austen fill 2nd and 3rd. 

The decked C1 contingent showed that half a paddle 
does not necessarily mean half the number of 70 degree to 
110 degree vertical ends (or something like that) ... Olly 
Castle 1st, Andy Nicholl 2nd and Matt Byham 3rd , was the 
order of the day. Nice one boys. · 

Having waited all afternoon for their chance to shine, the 
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poor open canoe lads and ladette finally got told that it was 
too dark to provide safety cover anymore. So Sunday 
morning it was to be, and along with the duos and some 
forlorn looking Juniors, they would all have to strut their stuff 
to some bleary-eyed judges in the haze of a pre-breakfast 
Thames morning. 

Sunday morning did arrive, and some of us had to be up 
and boating by 08:30. Somehow points were scored (quite 
a lot actually) and the following deserved results were 
established: QC James Weir 1st, Rob Dixon 2nd Jamie 
Burbeck 3rd and Alison Collett 4th. Thank you to Pyranha, 
who supplied with the Spanish Fly trophies for the Open 
Canoe. The remainder of the Duo (fun event) was squeezed 
in and duly won by Brunel boys Jeff Hassel and Phil (the 
man with no name, well no surname anyway). 

Back to the normal schedule of things, the ladies hit the 
water. With 20 competitors, and some wicked paddling, Deb 
Pinniger emerged once again on top, with Paula Floyd taking 

2nd and Jo Lucas 3rd. 

what happens when you put up £10,000 prize money and 
invite team entries!! The event will be called the "Pro-Am 
World Cup" and will incorporate the UK Freestyle Team 
selections as usual, but then we are offering everyone the 
chance to compete for the money to get out to the World 
Championships to experience them for real. 

For full details, click on the link from www.hurleyweir.com 
Full results from this year's event are also listed on-line. 

We need to say thanks to all of you who made this event 
possible ... SAS computer software, the Environment Agency 
and one of its star employees Brian the lock-keeper, Red Bull, 
Playboater/SystemX, Royal Borough of Windsor and 
Maidenhead Car Parks, Harleyford Estate, Hurley Village 
Association, 1st Maidenhead Scouts, Simon Edwards 
("scoring boy"), all the helpers and marshals, Hugh 

Mannerings and the lads and ladettes from High 
'" Wycombe College, the super-judges and high­ 

speed scribes and the "the punctual blokes 
with the whistle". Thanks also to DJ-boy Paul 
"Cheese" Robertson, the BCU Lifeguards, and 

all those other tireless individuals who 
helped so much over the weekend who 
we may have missed from this article. 

Nice one. • 

Article: 
Marivi Garcia, 
Hurley Weir 
Events Desk 

Photographs: 
Darren Baker 

rolled out. .. The "Main 
Event". This class is actually 
open to anyone who feels 
they are up to it, so a lot of the 
usual suspects raised their heads 
once more: a mixture of those who 
had done really well on the first day 
and fancied their chances with the big 
boys and those with nothing to lose, who 
had done so badly that they could not 
possibly go home and admit it to their 
families. As a flotilla of 109 competitors 
drifted across the water towards 
judging tower, chief judges Mike.Bi 
and Dave "the Hippy" anticipated the 
inevitable finish in total darkness ... Fortt11 
things were not quite that bad and it was 
prize giving that was done in the dark. Alm 
lucky dip - you didn't know what you'd won till y, 
and turned the lights on. 

The level of boating in the final was superlative. CaTifornia 
rolls, kickflips, super-clean-wheels and blunts flowed at the 
speed of, well, the Thames in flood. Mark Birkbeck stole the 
show (after also having won the juniors) and stood on the 
top of the podium, followed by Richard Chrimes with Tobias 

Bersch clinching 3rd place. 
Prizes of allsorts had flowed for all the weekend's results. 

There were numerous cash prizes from SAS and stacks of 
goodies from Playboater/SystemX, Canoe&Kayak Magazine, 
Playboating Magazine, Whitewater The Canoe Centre and 
Loaner Jewellery. As is now usually the case at Hurley, the big 
prizes are reserved for the highest placed (read "scoring") 
non-sponsored boaters. For "non-sponsored" at this event we 
adopt the approach of an honest declaration by the winning 
paddlers of both: "Not paid to paddle" and "Not in receipt of 
any main items of boating kit completely free". This sorted, 
the beautiful Liquid Logic Session kayak was awarded to Tom 
Emmison and a shiny new set of Werner Paddles went to the 
best non-sponsor Junior, who happened to be also Tom 
Emmison, so we didn't let him have them and instead they 
went to rising star and second in that category, Alan Ward. 

Thanks all you boaters who turned up and made this 
event the unprecedented monster that it was ... Marvellous. 
For next year, keep the dates of 1st - 9th March free, 
because if you thought 2002 was big, just wait till you see 
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National Student Ro 
The National Student Rodeo 2002 was possibly the 
biggest and best ever. With around 250 competitors 

and spectators from over twenty universities, the event 
was pushing the Hurley Rodeo in terms of being the 

biggest UK freestyle event. 

With trade stands from Pyranha, 
Perception, Reed Chill Cheater and 

Rasdex, the course at Nottingham was 
buzzing with people and plastic. The 
crowds cheered wildly for all the moves 
on display, from the cheesy pop outs to 
the swims and the top-notch expert stuff. 
The Extreme Slalom on Saturday 
morning gave every Kl competitor the 
chance to strut their stuff over the top 
half of the course. They were scored for 
spins and blunts whilst surfing the top 
wave, the ever popular hit the ball with 
the end of your boat move, throwing 
ends in the double wave, wavewheeling 
through the second pool wave train, and 
then the splat rock at the pyramid pool. 
Graeme Cowan from Glasgow University 
topped the men with an excellent 26 
points whilst Hazel Wilson from 
Loughborough was the highest scoring 
woman. 
The standard of paddling on display was 
very high, with the expert classes 

showing lots of stylish moves, Rich Yates from Birmingham 
hitting the highest scoring run of the day. In the womens 
experts, Naomi James from Bangor finished the heats in the 
lead. 

Saturday night at all student events means only one thing 
- a party. The campsite at Calverton was the venue for the 
Affinity Events marquee, with over 200 people in attendance. 
The beer flowed and the DJ played some rather dodgy tunes. 

Sunday morning dawned grey and painfully and the day 
began with the Cl and squirt events. The Cl event was run 
by the Shaggy Designs boys who provided boats for people to 
try out canoe paddling for the first time alongside the guys 
who do it for real. Some entertaining attempts at rolling 
(particularly from the organiser) were followed by many swims 
(particularly from the organiser) although some of the Kl 
competitors showed they were quite adaptable, with rides 
that would have given them respectable places in the main 
Cl event. Jamie Burbeck was the Cl winner by some way, 
throwing ends and spins with lots of style. 

The squirt event was run down at the looping pool. Some 
impressive mystery moves and end sequences were on 
display, with the squirters looking for good down time and 
controlled moves. They moved down to the Muncher for some 
final spins and blunts with the standard of paddling again very 
high. Eventual winner was Ben White from Derby. 

No student event would be complete without the Topo 
Duo event, and the competitors began to gather in the 
looping pool with all manner of strange costumes. Most of the 
entrants ended up swimming, but the ever-present safety 
crew were on hand to help them out. The final was held in the 
Muncher, with Loughborough boys James Reeves and Adam 
Parkes showing control and good teamwork with long rides 
and lots of spins to beat Bangor boys Paul Edlington and 

brought us to 
the exhibition 
event of the 
day, the Non 
Student 
event. Open to all who cared to attend there 
were some big names on the entry sheet, 
alongside the regulation ex-students. Warrior 
Andy Phillips and Young Gun Dicky Chrimes were 
left to battle it out. Andy had consistently shown 
excellent rides, with long sequences of ends in 
the Plughole in both directions, many of them 
clean, followed by kickflips and loops in the 
Muncher to rack up the style points. Dicky's 
smooth end sequences had also scored big, but 
on this occasion it was Andy who took the crown, 
having wowed the crowd with loops in both directions. 

It was now time for the Student finals to begin, the 
pressure on to score points for yourself and your university. 
The Mens Novice final was first on, at Double Wave, and the 
field was rapidly whittled down from sixteen to six, and then 
three. Lots of spins and pop outs were the order of the day, 
with paddle twirls, kisses and lots of other gestures for the 
benefit of crowd and judges. In the end it was Tom Lill from 
Leeds Uni who consistently hit big pop outs with lots of 
comedy value to take first place, although we're not sure this 
is what Carran Addison had in mind when he designed the 
Riot Trickster. 

The womens Kl novice followed straight after, with more 
of the same, and even a few swims as well to add to the 
variety score. Top spot went to Claire Jones, all the way from 
Aberdeen. 
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school moves. Joe 
Kelly from Bath took 
the top spot with 
lots of cartwheels. 
Once again the 

Muncher, but ultimately it was Molly, who attempted a full 
front loop in the Plughole, who got the top spot. 

The sun now reappeared for the final event of the day, the 
Mens Expert, But not before Bangor Uni unveiled their latest 
prototype boat, the "Pornstar" - made from the latest high 
quality tabloid efforts it was perhaps the moment of the 
weekend, although it soon got a little soggy. After much 
amusement, sixteen of the top student paddlers lined up for 
one minute in the Plughole and Muncher to prove they were 
worthy of going into the five-man knockout. With 'only one run 
to impress the judges, the pressure was on to go big. Those 
who made it went into the knockout, and the first round saw 
all five score well, but it was Andy McMurray from Nottingham 
Trent who was first to go, celebrated with a swim down the 
course, evading the safety on the way! Andy Milton from 
Cambridge was next to go, leaving Joe Boote from Leeds and 
two local lads, Robin Scott from Nottingham and Joe Andrews 
from Loughborough. All three had shown good variety of 
moves, but it was crowd favourite and Leeds boy Joe Boote 
who was first to go, having earlier thrown some excellent 
kickflip entry moves. The two finalists gathered themselves to 
go for the top spot, and both had already produced some 
outstanding rides, Robin's energetic style contrasting to the 
smooth ends Joe was consistently throwing down. In a close 
contest it was Joe who finished on top, claiming the student 
Kl crown. 

The overall trophy, awarded on a Grand Prix-style scoring 
basis, went to event organisers Leeds University, who narrowly 
beat hot favourites Bangor by four points. 

Overall it was a superb event, with everyone having lots of 
fun, regardless of their results. Thanks must go to Bertie 
Beckram and the safety team for being on the water all 
weekend, as ever doing an excellent job. Also to the judges, 
Pete Astles, Mike Fletcher, Martin du Toit, Gwyn Ashcroft, Stu 
Morris, Bob Campbell and Snakey, without whom there would 
have been no competition. A mention must go to the Leeds 
Uni boys and girls who set it all up, as well as the Affinity 
Events team who continue to do great things in aid of the 
River Legacy project. Final thanks to Bev Chrimes for helping 
with the water levels all weekend, and Mr. & Mrs. Burbeck for 
their marshalling abilities. 

Hopefully the scale and success of this year's event will 
help to convince all sponsors that it is a worthwhile cause to 
support, and continue to help us provide a fun, relaxed event 
for the student paddlers out there. Obviously, without all the 
Universities who make the effort to come along, there would 
be no event, so the final say has to go to you guys, from 
those of you who live in Nottingham, to the Glasgow boys who 
left at midnight on Friday and met us for breakfast in Macey 

Ds seven hours later. 
See you all at Dee Tour. 
More info, scores, and pictures 
available at 

increased for 
the expert 
finals in the 
Muncher, 
beginning with 
the expert 
women. The 
six finalists 
went into a 
straight knock 
out with runs through the Plughole and Muncher. Georgina 
Preston from Loughborough took fourth place, and then Hazel 
Wilson faltered to be eliminated in third. The two finalists, 
Rachel Clegg from Leeds and Molly McKenzie from Bristol, 
then tied on the deciding run, and so had to have one more 
run. Both had shown controlled spins in the Plughole and 
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Report by Paul 
Ratcliffe. Pies by 

KeHh Goddard 

The Graveyard 
National championship series race 2 

The Graveyard site situated in a dense wooded 
valley on the River Tryweryn near to Bala in North 

Wales hosted the second event of the National 
Championship series on 24th March. The tight, 
technical white water river full of sharp rocks and 
boulders makes negotiation 
alone difficult. Add to that 21 
gates over a 95 second 
course and you have a 
spectacular and challenging 
race site. 

Sunday's race required great 
energy and precision paddling. 
There were seven upstreams, a 
cross on the spectator section 
that sorted the men out from the 
boys, a fast upstream on mount 
Everest and a killer cross at the 

Mac still a bit jet lagged after returning from Australia on 
the friday pushed hard but picked up a couple of touches 
and placed second. 

In the ladies event, Peak girl Laura Blakeman battled 
out with Heather Corrie to take first place. A few younger 

paddlers found the course quite 
challenging and some took nasty 
swims on the middle sections. 
There boats came off worst than 
them becoming wrapped on the 
lower part of the course, thus 
delaying the event for awhile. 
Thanks to the rescue man for a 
good days work! 

Leading onto the men's race, 
Campbell Walsh took an early 
lead with a faultless clear run 
ahead of Neil Buckley. On second 

bottom, just when thearms were 
starting to burn. It was a cool 
spring day, very mild with a hint 
of sunshine in the afternoon, 
almost summer for Bala but 
without the midges! Perfect race 
conditions. 

The premier race, the second 
of the year and also a junior 
selection race commenced with 
the C1 category. The graveyard is 
particularly difficult for C1 
competitors, the shallow break 
outs and numerous rocks make 
it easy to trip over a blade. A few 
did come unstuck on the 
spectator section where they 
tripped or caught an edge 
coming down the drop into gate 
11. Bob Turner had no problems 
negotiating the course though 
and blitzed his way down with a 
time of 100 secs. He dodged his 
way down the offset sequences 
and wrapped himself around the 
ups to find the tightest lines. Stu 

runs Neil kept it clean with 
another 96 to produce a great 
win and Campbell picked up two 
touches to place 2nd. I was fast 
with a 92 but a bit reckless in 
hitting the wood work 4 times to 
place fourth. 

This was a class event, there 
was some fun and enjoyable 
paddling on a top quality race 
course. The new buildings at the 
Tryweryn have made a great 
improvement for running a race 
and with some planned changes 
to the Graveyard in the next few 
years we could look forward to 
some major internationally races 
coming back to Bala. • 
Wild Water Racing Selection 
2002 
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18- 21July 
2002 Junior World Championships 

Wild Water Racing 
Over the period of 15th to 21st July this year, the River Tryweryn and the 

town of Y Bala will be inundated with young people all taking part in Bala 
Festival of Watersports with the main attraction being the 8th Junior Wild 
Water Racing World Championships being held on Afon Tryweryn. This will be 
the first Wild Water Junior World Championships to be held within these 
shores and the first stand-alone Junior World Championships to be held in 
any discipline in the UK. 

Saturday morning brings the start of the Junior 4.5km classic race which 
starts at the same point as the Seniors in 1995. The course will be test the 
Juniors over some of the most demanding sections of Britain's most exciting 
and challenging wild water resource. In addition to the Individual Classic 
Race, they will later the same day have to contest the same course in the 
team event, where all three boats have to remain within 30 seconds of each 
other for the duration of the race. 

A few hours sleep and they will then be tested again over the 
International Sprint Course, which is 800 metres of pure speed over the 
toughest part of the course, starting at the top of the graveyard and finishing 
in the Fingers Rapid right outside Canolfan Tryweryn. 

There are expected to be 120 athletes from 17 Nations taking part, with 
entries already received from Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Ukraine 
as well as the closer European Nations, some of whose Juniors are bound to 
dominate the proceedings. Britain's favourite for glory will be Johnnie 
Schofield, who magnificently won both the classic and sprint events a year 
earlier at the Pre-World Championship Events over the same courses. 

Preceding the Junior Championships will be the first UK Master's 
International Wild Water Race, this will be on the afternoon of Friday 19th 
July and already has attracted interest from many of our past 'greats' 
including John Court and Jon Goodwin, who won a bronze medal in a Wild 
Water Racing World Championships as far back as 1971. 

But the week is not only for the world class performers, In a project 
sponsored by the Environment Agency for Wales, young people from the local 
junior schools will have an opportunity to raft the river over the same course 
as the Junior Sprint Event and the secondary school students at Ysgol Berwyn 

Timetable of events 

will be introduced to various other paddlesport activities such as Lightning 
Ki's, bell boats, open canoes on Llyn Tegid as well as sessions in the 
swimming pool . 

The Town of Y Bala is very supportive of the week, with the opening 
ceremony commencing with a parade down the high street, and local 
restaurants providing special menus and hosting functions during the period, 
Support is also coming from the Sports Council for Wales and Red Bull, so 
why not make Bala your venue for the start of the summer holidays and 
support the British team in the biggest event of their lives so far. 

Wild Water Racing selection 
event 2002. 
Selection for the 2002 Junior World Championships and the International 
Sprint Race wads held on the weekend of the 18th and 19th May on the 
World Championships course the Canolfan Tryweryn, Bala, North Wales. This 
was the final selection race for the juniors and there were valuable points to 
be gained for selection. 

Saturday saw the race for the sprint event with the race being the same 
course for the World Championships starting at the top of the graveyard and 
finishing below the fingers rapid. 

The course was challenging for the young competitors and in true style 
Pre World Champion Jonnie Schofied won the event. Jonnie achieved a time 
that demonstrated to us all his high level of skill on the river; after his first run 
where he had a lead of 12 seconds over the rest of the field, he pulled all the 
stops out and won the race by a phenomenal 34 seconds and astounded 
onlookers. Second place went to the youngest athlete in the event Jaime 
0ughton who has been improving all season and he attacked the course with 
speed to secure his place in the team. Ben Fox took third place and fourth 
place went to Tim Lawrenson. Anneka Brewscar paddled the course well to 
win the ladies event and Colin Radmore won the C1 event. 

The classic race was held on the Sunday with the race again being over 
the World Championships course with the competitors having everything to 
gain by performing well in this event tensions were running high as start times 
drew nearer. First and second places were identical to the sprint race with 
Jonnie Schofied and Jamie 0ughton putting in solid runs to secure their 
places in the team. The battle for third and fourth place was highly contended 
with Ryan Ainsworth and Simon taking the places respectively. Anneka 
Brewscar stormed the course in preparation for the summer and produced a 
good result, which secured her place in the team, and Colin Radmore 
secured his place by winning the C1 race. 

As the selection for the men's team was so competitive the results were 
considered for the entire selection series and the following teams were picked: 

For the wild water classic event - MK1 - Jonnie Schofied, Jamie 0ughton, 
Ryan Ainsworth and Ben Fox, WK1 - Anneka Brewesar, C1 - Colin Radmore. 

For the wild water sprint event - Mk1 - Jonnie Schofied, Jamie 0ughton 
and Ben Fox, Wk1 - Anneka Brewster, C1 - Colin Radmore. 

We wish them the best of luck in their preparations for the summer. 
Story by Mary-Jean Smith, photo: Trevor Chapman 
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Whew-what a race! 
The 54th Devizes to Westminster 
TWo years ago, when I stood on Westminster Bridge and cried 
I unashamedly for the crews that had completed the course 

and whose efforts would go unrecognised, I had no inkling of 
the joy that I would feel this Easter. Back then it seemed like a 
thankless task to question the system; everyone wanting to 
blame someone and yet, underneath all the turmoil, I could 
sense that there was a strong desire by paddlers to sort out the 
problems and set a wonderful race on course for a glorious 
future. It would be presumptuous of me to say that all the 
problems have been solved but, as I stood once again on that 
famous bridge waiting for the first crew to arrive, a huge wave 
of relief and satisfaction came rolling down on the early 
morning tide. And so fitting that it should be the Blackwells, 
father and son, who clambered up the steps for I grew up (in 
canoeing terms, I hasten to add) with Steve, and his family and 
mine share many DW memories. 

So what can be said about the 54th Devizes to 
Westminster? Primarily that the race can be run effectively by a 
loosely knit group of people with a common aim - we were all 
elected by our canoeing friends and we did our best to give the 
paddlers what they wanted - a race run as simply as possible 
with as few restrictions as possible. But however good the 
organisation, one factor alone makes for a good DW and it is to 
the most diverse (and probably perverse!) group of paddlers 
that one could ever wish to meet that most thanks are due. 

So who paddles DW? As publicity team leader, I set myself 
the task, back in January, to find out where our 'market' was 
and to learn about them. By the time Good Friday dawned I 
had spoken to many, turned my computer station into an e­ 
mail chat room for aspiring paddlers and shaken my head in 
disbelief at some would-be entrants. 

The Junior Doubles crews always give me great satisfaction 
and I know the crews from Dauntsey's School best of all 
because they live close by and my husband, Steve, helps train 
them. Over the years, we have helped train over 130 
youngsters for DW and I am constantly amazed at the progress 
that so many novice paddlers make in three short months. It is 
true that the winning crews from Bryanston School had much 
more experience and are 'paddlers' in the true sense of the 
word having experienced marathon canoeing over a 
considerable length of time, but other schools have DW 
canoeing as a spring term option and for these novices there 
are huge mountains to climb in terms of their understanding. 

The Senior Singles always attracts a particularly diverse 
group; from the polished teamwork of Leaside CC through the 
intrepid overseas adventurers to the lone Welshman in a sea 
kayak. Steffen Burkhardt's performance was stunning. I was 
personally grateful for the sunshine that allowed the fast 
singles to bask warmly as they waited interminably for their· 
start times (we'll get it right next year, boys!). And I was proud 
to hang Scott Kemper's medal round his neck at last, for he 
was one of those frustrated crews in 2000 - a well deserved 
third place. And no report of the Senior Singles would be 
complete without mentioning Lynn Whitaker from Pangbourne 
CC - not only a superb record-breaking paddle for a lady 
veteran but also the first 'Master' (over -50)- and all this from 
a little lady who confided real fear of the Tideway. 

But the real race is, and always will be, the Senior 
Doubles. The nature of a race that requires its contestants to 
choose their own start time, uncertain of the weather, the flow 
rates or even their own ability is bound to create excitement 
and tension amongst the crews and their supporters and this 
year was no exception. By early Easter week I was sworn to 
secrecy knowing the intended start times of six 'fast' crews 
(being married to a member of one support crew raised the 
stakes here!) and had planned 1V coverage for both daylight 

and night runners. But there were all the stalwart crews to set 
off first - Ranulph Fiennes and Steven Seaton training for 
another adventure racing season, Rob Owen and Spencer 
Jones with the World War II Klepper (I loved the compass!) and 
the dozens of other crews just keen to leave Devizes and set 
their course eastwards. I next caught up with them at 
Dreadnought Reach - imagine my dismay to find two of my 
hotly- tipped crews retiring through injury. James says, perhaps 
rightly, that we should all appreciate the downside of DW; the 
truth is that many don't make it to Westminster and, should 
the weather be unfavourable, retirements can be as high as 
fifty percent. Mick Wibrew and Sam Atkinson were also 
unexpected retirees but I understand that Mick's fall at 
Waterside D had given him a bruised set of ribs and he was in 
a great deal of pain despite good split times to Reading. 

The updating communications from checkpoints was 
stunning and my-allotted time for 'sleep' was relegated as I 
watched the crews slip inexorably eastwards on the screens in 
the Race Control at Wokingham Waterside Centre. Sadness too 
as we realised that our leaking Klepper crew were not going to 
make it to HQ where we had bicycle repair kits and hairdryers 
lined up to tackle the ancient craft's gaping wounds. And then, 
shortly after 3am, the race really hotted up - the South 
Africans had left Devizes, Phillips and Lewis left just after 3am 
and the Irish were still in the car park! By 4am I was on my way 
to Westminster to meet the first crews - amongst them Ollie 
Harding and Ian White and the Worcester crew of Jon Bird and 
Michael Fudger. Now it was to be a waiting game - played via 
the Internet in countries worldwide - as pundits realised that 
they too could calculate split times for crews that had finished 
and compare them to the moving feast on the water. By the 
time the three daylight crews hit Teddington there was less 
than twenty minutes between them with the Irish crew still 
reining them in. In truth, Jim Morrissey and Mick O'Meara had 
the race won down the long pound - the fifteen minutes gained 
was won there as they sped down that first fifteen miles with a 
weed-free bow. 

And so we waited on Westminster Bridge - the expectation 
level rose, the presses of The Times paused - whose names 
would it be hitting the headlines in Monday's newspapers? And 
still they came, the tired and the thankful; crews that left Devizes 
on Saturday morning who had dreamed of this moment were not 
to be disappointed. And then we saw a light travelling faster and 
straighter than most and a cheer went up for the young South 
Africans as they were helped up the steps - Shane Price had 
given his all and a couple of hours in hospital were needed to 
rebalance his body. Ten minutes later, and The Times printers still 
holding, and Mark Phillips and Richard Lewis were home. No 
sooner had the assembled crowds given them due credit than the 
Irish flags were waving and the 1V lights were blazing down as the 
winners, Jim and Mick, came in. The Times could go to print and 
the climax of the 54th Devizes to Westminster Canoe Race was 
over. But was it - for me the ultimate moment was the sight of 
Mark Phillips, only five minutes from a gruelling defeat, walking 
towards Jim and Mick with his hand outstretched and a smile on 
his face. 

And still DW had more to offer - the wonderful stillness of 
high tide at Ham on Easter Monday morning and the thrill of 
seeing more than a hundred boats set off for Westminster. The 
results and medals are known but few will have appreciated the 
Endeavour of those sixteen senior crews who chose the 'slow 
road' to Westminster - each face told a story at Westminster 
and each epitomised the best of an event that is rightly called 
the Canoeist's Everest - this is an event where every paddler 
who climbs Westminster steps is a hero for a moment and 
deservedly so. • 

Information on DW 
2003 can be found 
on our website at 
www.dwrace.OJi.uk 

Article by Sally 
Peake, Publicity 
Team Leader 
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we had been busily ripping the 
luggage off our own trucks at the 
head of the Kariba Gorge, 6 kms 
below the Kariba Dam. The porters, 
bare footed, and heads piled high 
with kit made easy work of the 
steep rocky track down which we 
picked our way in boots. Our first 
sighting of the Zambezi had been a 
patch of blue shining through the 
prolific unfamiliar foliage. We 
wanted to be on it, but first, with 
the packing now complete, a picnic . 
lunch was laid out for us to eat. 
Then, at long last we were on the 
water, paddles at the ready and 
poised for action, eagerly eyeing up the white bits when - oh no! - We 
were told to raft up! It was a bit unexpected and there was a miffed ripple 
of disappointment not to be getting our paddles wet immediately. It all 
looked so beautiful and peaceful. It was hard to imagine the dangers 
lurking under the water, waiting with big snappy jaws for people with 
unknown ability in unfamiliar boats to hit an unseen tree stump! As we 
clung tightly onto each other's boats, the 2 rafts drifted and swirled along 
in the boiling waters of the steep sided gorge for a couple of hours. The 
short paddle that followed was executed, on my part, with a sort of 
breathless denial! Adjusting my lower hand on the paddle so that it 
wouldn't be mistaken for a fish by a crocodile, I dared myself to look but 
tried to pretend that those weren't really hippos over there. I knew it! 
Holding my breath had made me invisible! I landed safely at Nyamoumba 
Island feeling more confident about tomorrow! 

That night, by candlelight, over rice, chicken curry and squash a la 
surprise, Charles and Lloyd told us tales of Mad Max, a hippo with a 
score of 27 tipped canoes, Psychotic Simon, the canoe following hippo, 
and two stretches of river nicknamed Hippo City and Death Valley. Surely 
they were just winding us up! As we ate we could hear an elephant 
tearing at a tree not so far away and the briefing that night had included 
worrying warnings about impoverished but non-violent Zambians coming 
across the river to rob us, not to mention the dangers of wild animals 
wandering around the camp after dark. We had also seen a very large 
crocodile on the island, which may have accounted for the mysterious 
disappearance of Mark's beer, which he had placed in the river to cool! 

It was hard to 
imagine the dangers 
lurking under the 
water, waiting with 
big snappy jaws for 
people with unknown 
ability in unfamiliar 

boats to hit an 
unseen tree stump! 

Sunday 17th June. Charles banged his paddle on the side of his 
canoe. A hundred large brown heads popped up out of the water for a 
quarter of a mile in all directions. Eyes stared. Mountainous brown 
bodies arose from 2' of water and lumbered grudgingly into the depths, 
only to disappear mysteriously, who knew where! Our blue snake of 
canoes hugged the bank, those at the front convinced that they were 
more scared than those at the back who were convinced that they were 
more scared than those at the front! A lone hippo reared up quite close 
out of the water and smashed down creating a wash that set the boats 
rocking. We zigzagged cautiously around the pods, listening to Charles 
banging his paddle and strained to see the response. Then suddenly: "Go 
to the bank!" "Go to the bank!" "Go to the bank!" echoed down the line. 
We all waited and watched as the massive shiny bodies moved out into 
the deeper water, but we didn't go forward. Charles knew there was still 
danger. One hippo remained and couldn't be hurried because she had a 
baby. Last night's fears had become past tense! 

It was the danger that made the routine rituals of unloading the 
boats, setting out the mealtime stools, and fighting Bob for a turn at the 
washing up buckets both bizarre and comforting. Each night, the sunset, 
the serenading cicadas, and the wide-open space of cloudless starry sky 
were unhindered by mosquitoes and unhidden by flysheets. The 
mosquito net tents were quick and simple to erect and didn't need 
pegging. Nightfall brought with it the sounds of Africa. Roaring lions and 
laughing hyenas could be heard accompanied by the banging and 
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clanging of pots and pans from nearby Zambian villages across the river. 
Each morning we awoke to a new view lit by a spectacular sunrise, and 
the cheerful voice of Lloyd calling "tea lovers may come and get their 
tea". For the first few days, the canoe/camper's natural instinct to pack 
his/her own boat with his/her own kit was thwarted as Charles and Lloyd 
manfully endeavoured to organize weight distribution. But the team's 
accumulative experience soon became apparent and our little village 
appeared and disappeared each dusk and dawn, with lessening 
confusion over bags and belongings. Sometimes we camped on islands 
and sometimes on the mainland riverbank. A few of the islands were very 
flat and treeless. Darkness was the only cover for a private pee, but with 
darkness the sounds of the hippos came louder and closer. You could 
aim at dusk for a visible loo destination but, take too long and forget your 
torch and the journey back through the darkness would seem like a 
hundred miles! 

Monday's breakfast of fruit, beans with onions and peppers, fried 
egg, bacon, and bread was part of the routine, with Jax's tall figure 
becoming a familiar sight behind the bacon griddle. The food was 
organized and cooked for us and Monday brought us to the first re-supply 
stop at Chirundu near the construction site of the new Zimbabwe/Zambia 
bridge. It was a remote place but the river 'grapevine' brought vervet 
monkeys for our lunch crumbs and a seller of solar eclipse T shirts who 
went away happy after we all made our purchases! When the fresh 
stocks arrived Charles and Lloyd packed it all away into the canoes, 
Alistair and Alison again ending up with the heaviest boat, loaded down 
with two huge cold boxes heavily packed with ice and provisions. 

The water level in the river is governed by the weakening state of the 
Kariba Dam wall. The planned island stopover for Monday night was under 
water, so we landed instead on a convenient sandbar. Every morning our 
line of canoes set off from camp in pure air and a pleasant temperature 
under clear sky. Fleeces were soon discarded as the sun came up. It was 
challenging following Charles and his particular style of paddling, trying not 
to bump the boat in front and straining to see any wildlife on the banks. It 
wasn't the nippiest of entourages for a guide to lead on a wildlife safari. We 
were a larger than normal group and often by the time the front canoeists 
had spotted the crocodile or water monitor sunning itself on the bank, it 
would have slid into the water as the end of the queue reached the place. 
Bumping between boats became commonplace as cries of "Ease off!" 
were mistaken for cries of "He's off!" By Tuesday it was clear that, apart 
from hippos, we were going to see and be seen by more eclipse seekers 
than wild animals as the riverbanks at Mana Pools filled up with cars and 

tents. It seemed a good reason to paddle on the Zambian side of the river, 
where the Zambian children ran along the bank waving and the women 
called out "Hello! How are you?" We understood that some of the villages 
avoided famine very well by using their skill in catching and trading fish, but 
we also learnt about the prices paid to hunt the animals in Zimbabwe, and 
in spite of the many new village water pumps, we were not convinced that 
the killing was justified or that the money was going were it was most 
needed. 

"Did you see that?" 
A lone monkey stared in wide-eyed disbelief as a group of English people 
set up tables and stools for a picnic underneath a killer bee's nest. 
Charlie posed as Eros on top of a large pointed termite mound, while the 
usually perfectly coordinated Lloyd giggled with frustration as he tried to 
learn the basics of ball juggling with two palm nut seeds. The monkey 
remained aloof and glanced nervously at a distant herd of grazing impala 
to see if they would turn into white coated men! But at least these 
strange people left crumbs when they packed up and went on their way! 

That night the tables and stools were set up beneath a cathedral like 
lattice roof of Ana tree branches, ghostlike against the black sky. We 
glimpsed the stars and listened to bats. Camped on the mainland for 
once, the possibility of nighttime prowlers with big paws was a good 
reason not to have a final drink before bedtime. I was lulled to sleep by 
the gentle and repetitive strains of Charles's mbira music drifting across 
from his tent; only to be awoken again by the sight of Jax and Terry's tent 
moving position! Well, whatever it was, it was big and dome shaped. 
Rather like the back end of an elephant I suppose. Anyway, you can't see 
very clearly with your eyes shut and your head buried under a roll mat! 
On waking, there were at least 9 different birdsongs to be heard and the 
silhouettes of acacia and mahogany trees were dark against the red 
morning sky. Jax's first words on Wednesday were " there was something 
large clomping about!" and the morning trek to find a loo spot revealed 
that something bigger had beaten me to it! Only 17 paces from the tent 
there lay an enormous fresh heap of elephant dung which baboons and 
jackals had spread asunder while looking for undigested seeds and nuts. 

The river traffic drastically increased on Wednesday. So far, we had 
seen a couple of dugouts on the distant Zambian bank, and a smaller 
group of open boaters who were having their kit transported for them by 
motorboat. There must have been more of these groups gathering for the 
eclipse because half a dozen motorboats were now cruising up and 
down. The wash from one of these, ignorant of his danger to canoeists, 
had Charlie angrily waving his paddle as we all diverted from our route to 
ride the waves. Charles was more accustomed to a different kind of 
danger and when, that same day, a crocodile all but snapped the blade 
from his paddle in a frenzy of red splash and teeth, he grinned and 
squeaked, "Did you see that?" With the eclipse growing closer, our guide 
had to improvise stopovers on islands. Blackpool came to the Zambezi as 
a whole score of lights shone across from the mainland to where we 
were camped. That night discreet toilet visits were once again a matter of 
trusting people not to look, but the threat of big cat visits were lessened 
with the river as a 
moat! It was the 
evening of the hippo 
charge, and with the 
peace already 
shattered we made 
the transition from 
silent petrification to a passable 
impersonation of a rowdy football 
crowd in a surprisingly short 
space of time. Our circle of 
chairs became a stadium for 
some hilarious games which 
brought out the competitive 
streak in the chaps as they 
balanced on bottles and twisted 
themselves around canoe 
paddles, but not before Diane 
had challenged their manhood by 
demonstrating it first. 
Part two of this story in 
the August Canoe Focus 

i n f o 
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The Summer Gold project has been running 
successfully for 12 years. Based at Lea Green 
Centre in Derbyshire it makes use of their 
facilities as well as the local environment. 
Through a combination of paid and volunteer 
help we have enabled around 1,400 disabled 
people aged from five to 95, each year to take 
part in a wide range of adventurous and 
creative activities. 

Canoeing is always a popular choice, as for many it is the only 
opportunity they have to access this sport. We are lucky to be able 

to use the beautiful Cromford 
Canal for our first forays onto 
the water; this can be 
extended for those with a 
little more experience to the 
'Trent bes cent!' 

For a couple of years now 
our only means of enabling 
access to canoeing to those 
with spinal injuries or more 
severe mobility restrictions 
has been a 'Heath Robinson' 
approach by using plastic 
chairs with the legs removed 
and sandbags to tilt the chair 
and so on. Although time 
consuming it was a halfway 
solution to giving postural 
support. 

However, last year we 
were extremely fortunate to 
be awarded a grant from the 
Canoeing Foundation. This 
enabled us to purchase the 
newly developed Aquabac, a 
postural support system 
created by the design for life team at Brunel University. 

In 2001 for the first time, friends at Summer Gold who are 
wheelchair users could access canoeing, when in previous years they 
could only watch. The seat offers varying levels of support that we can 
adapt according to the preference of the user. 

Without this funding the canoeing experience would not have been 
as accessible as it now is. We 
have also been able to loan the 
Aquabac to another group who 
has also been able to widen the 
availability of canoeing to their 
service users. We hope now to 
expand our activities to include 
weekend expeditions further 
afield. This we can now open to 
more Summer Gold paddlers 
with physical disabilities. 
Our next obstacle to overcome 

i n f o 

For any enquiriesabout' 
Summer Gold please 
contact Tony Sharp at 
Lea Green Tel 
No.01629 534561. 

is how to lift people from wheelchairs into boats. 
Sadly hoists are designed for use indoors or fixed on 
pool edges. Who can come up with a design that will 
work on canal and riverbanks? 
Emma Yates, Summer Gold, as a thank you 
to the Canoeing Foundation 

1 
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HAYUOG TRAILERJ 

THE TWO KAYAK WIDE 
TRAILERS 
From 1 - 5 layers high 
( 2 - 10 kayaks) 

THREE KAY AK WIDE TRAILER 
max 7 high 
(21 kayaks) 

15 kayak model 
with the aluminium 
Keepsafe 

The 6 trailers 
shown here 
are just a few 
of the options 
available. 
Each trailer is 
built to suit 
the customers 
requirements. 
Full details in 
the brochure 

3 layer - Open box, drop tail & PVC 
cover 

All boxes optional - GRP, Mesh 
& Aluminium boxes are lockable 

THE MARK FOUR One Design 
(6 kayaks or 2 Canadians per layer 

4 layers) 

price list & friendly 
professional service 

Call 023 92 464176 
Fax 023 92 463069 

7ParkHill, Swallownest, SHEFFIELD, S264UN 
Tel: 0114 269 5757 OR Tel or Fa.x; 0114 269 2739 

www.wipeoutwatersports.com 
Email. sales@wipeoutwatersports.com 
Tues - Sat 9.30am - 6.00pm 

SPeCialists in canoe and kaYak eciulPment 1w most maJor 
manufacturers. Fulbl stocked shoe> includlna: bucwa1101 aids, Paddles. 

kaYaks. SPmldecks. wetsuits. dnl aear. helmets. rescue / satetY 
eciuiPment, and a11Yfhi112 else 1100 ma11 need for a leisurtll Paddle or 

full on Plallboatina session! 

Also full range of kid's watereporte equipment for any age 

*Callus now tor our latest Price list.* 

I 

[ 

- 
Course 
Retail sh~~ _ ... p 
Cafe 

BCU Approved Centre 

Teesside White 
Water Centre 
.Tel: 011-642 678000 



Dagger 
Wavesport 
Perception 

Eskimo 
Old Town 

Ocean Kayaks 
Werner Paddles 

Schlegel 
Lendal 
Palm 
Kogg 

Bomber Gear 
Gui 

Marlin 
Snugg 

Ainsworth 
HF 

H 
26 Station Road, Southwater, West Sussex RH13 ?HO 

Kayak and Canoe 
programme for beginners, 
advanced and instructor. 

Well stocked shop with 
extensive range of Kayaks 
and equipment. 

Sea kayaking and 
Whitewater trips to Spain. 

* SERVICING & REPAIRS* FAST TURNAROUND * COMPETITIVE PRICES* 

Rubberman Drysuits 
& Seal Re~lacement Services 

.A "!:' 
Made to Measure Drysuits a Speciality 

Repairs to Wetsuits, Drysuits, Cags, 
r Dry Trousers, Salopettes 

,All types / sizes of latex seals replaced 
li'ressure testing and leak troubleshooting 

Zip and boot replacement 
.Alteration's and repairs on other 

outdoor equipment 
' ' . Chris_ Steele, Rubberman Drysuits 

1
Se'al Replacement Services 

Tan-y-Ffo[dd Ucha, Gian Conwy 
Colwyn Bay, Conwy LL28 SPG 

Phone: 01492:580616 or 07778-803775 
Email: chris@rubberman.co.uk 

Website: www.rubberman.co.uk 
* DIVE*CANOE*SAIL *SURF*_RAFT*DIVE*CANOE*SAIL!SURF*RAFT* 

Now in cyberspace 
(as well as Nottingham) 
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ars experience in the 
pharmaceutical industry and ongoing 
relationships with a number of leading 
universities and sports clubs and 
foundations, bio-synergy has 

~I 
developed an extensive range of 

,., 1 supplements that offer their 
customers unrivalled quality, 

• J 

purity. 
With something to suit and benefit' 

from professional athletes and sports enthusiasts, t 
people who need that little bit extra to help them de 
with the rigours of everyday life. 

Bio-synergy have teamed up with Canoe Focus 
offer five lucky readers a free case of the recentl 
launched Liquid NRG. Available in Orange, Le 
Lime and Blackcurrant, the drink has been name, 
preferred energy drink for a number of teams 
competing in the~02 Commonwealth Game'- 1 

providing an immediate and continuous rele
1 

energy which re-hydrates both pre and post tra 
To enter the competition simply 9 in a SAE to 

Canoe Focus, bio-synergy competitiall[2b Graphic 
Design, 8 The Waits, St Ives, Cambs, PE27 SBY. following a year extensive testing. 

i 
I 

r 

":<Photo by:Kate 
D.onnelly of Gosport, 
Hampshire who won 

the February 

Competition closes 10-7-2002 
please post to: Photo Comp 
Nookie Kayaking Equipment, Ottery 
Business Park, Ottery, Tavistock, PL19 8NS 
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A dream come 
true! 
Craig Hill from southern region 
Craig has been helping to co-ordinate youth activity in 
the Berks and Bucks area of southern region - for 
2002 he will be including Oxford and some areas of 
Hampshire. 

Following on 
our series of 

profiles of our 
youth 

Paddlesport 
Development 

Officers - 
we've returned 
our attention 

South. 

I first got involved in canoeing at the age of 17 
through my local venture scout unit and soon joined 
my local canoe club, Adventure Dolphin in 
Pangbourne, to begin a one star course, run by one of 
the local coaches - Martin Butcher. I have to give 
Martin some serious credit as a coach, as here I am 
fifteen years later, still paddling and having now made 
outdoor education my career. 

Adventure Dolphin was such a good centre to 
learn, as even 15 years ago, it encouraged a breadth 
of knowledge of the sport and I soon learned to paddle 
in all disciplines of the sport with varied success. My 
enthusiasm led me to rise though the ranks of the 
coaching scheme in both Closed Cockpit Kayak and 
Open Canoe disciplines, before I got roped into 

marathon paddling. After a few seasons of Watersides 
and Thamesides and one very painful DW attempt, I 
began to be drawn back to the call of white water. Not 
wanting to give up marathon paddling completely, I 
chose to combine the two, and started into the 
wonderful Exe and Liffey descents! 

After a few minor cases of hypothermia from the 
Exe in November, I thought it was time to go back to 
the comforts of paddling a nice plastic boat, that 
doesn't snap if you paddle it into rocks. My coaching 
qualifications led me to working more and more 
weekends and evenings, until one fine summer's day, 
back in 1996, I threw in my career as an underwriter 
and decided to try and earn a living as canoeing and 
climbing coach. The drop in wages was quite a culture 
shock, but my job satisfaction more than made up for 
it. I worked a number of seasons around the country, 
working in many different places including a spell at 
the mecca of all outdoor centres, the River Dart 
Country Park where I was truly in heaven. Eventually 
though I grew tired of the seasonal work and looked 
for something more permanent which resulted in my 
moving back to my friends in Reading, as the summer 
co-ordinator for Adventure Dolphin, before settling 
down as the Director of youth activities for Leighton 
Park School, where I still work today. 

I still love the adrenaline rush of white water and 
the ice cream headaches of rolling (and the 
occasional swim) and although I may attempt the 
Devises to Westminster again in the near future, I 
think I have finally found my niche. In comparison to 
my peers, I do not have the provenance of the likes of 
Howard, Gordon or Suzy, as I have a very short 
attention span, always looking for the next challenge, 
rather than training well in just one area. I suppose 
the best description I can give of myself is jack of all 
trades, master at none, having tried almost every craft 
from high kneeling Cl to surf shoe, Super fly to Nelo 
scorpion. 

I think it was this love of all aspects of the sport 
that drew me into the job of Paddlesport Development 
Officer, having never really grown up, the office life 
was not for me, so the prospect of being paid to 
paddle with all the local canoe clubs and helping 
young people participate in all aspects of the sports is 
a dream come true! 

Surfs up! 
A surf spectacular event designed to bring novice paddlers and 
experts together was recently held at Bude, Cornwall. The 
competition on the Saturday comprised of two events in one - 
the first a straight forward high performance surf contest and the 
second used a handicap system to give everyone a fair chance 
of winning. The Sunday coaching clinics plus the handicap 
system resulted in plenty of junior paddlers and families taking 
part along side some of the countries top paddlers. The 
weekend was a great success for all. 1st Mark Casling, 2nd Tom 
lggledon, 3rd Phil Caiston, 4th Chris Bray. Outstanding 
performance: Peter Williams 

Simon Hammond - PDO Devon and Cornwall. 

"My Weekend at Bude" 
On Thursday evening we packed food, drinks, clothes, tents, 
sleeping bags and the canoes and canoeing gear. Friday 
morning we set off with the gear and Becky's friend Emma, It 
was a longish journey about 100 miles. When we got to 
Bude, we had to find the campsite, by following the signs. The 
campsite was quite big; the people who owned it were 
friendly. They had lots of animals, rabbits, goats, chickens, 
horses, and peacocks. 

On the Saturday we all went down to Widemouth Bay, 
where the canoeing competition was being held. The sea was 

very rough and messy, which meant it would be hard to surf 
in. We had to answer a set of six questions to work out our 
handicap, because I was so young and hadn't competed 
before I had a very low one. I spoke to a man from Jersey, 
called Nigel Holland, he said that he would find someone to 
help me and be a minder while I was in the surf. So I got 
ready, with all my canoeing gear. 

There were lots of different kayaks; surfing ones white 
water ones and mine, a junior dancer. All the kayaks were 
checked to make sure they were seaworthy. My dancer had to 
have toggles and air bags fitted. For surfing you should wear a 
buoyancy aid and a helmet. 

Each round was 15 minutes long. Tim the timer who was 
in charge of the timing split up the 15 minutes using different 
coloured flags. Green flags for the first ten minutes, a yellow 
flag for the next five minutes and an orange flag meant your 
heat had finished. You are scored on your best three waves. 
You score points by getting on to the wave and riding it and 
for getting off the wave, any tricks you can manage when you 
are on the wave will give you more points. We all took part in 
the judging. I had some help with the scoring and was given 
advice about what was good and bad about a wave. 

In the first round, I was a little bit nervous about the surf, 
five minutes had gone Nigel told me to paddle hard to catch a 
big wave. I caught it successfully, all of a sudden the canoe 
did a 180 degree turn and I was surfing backwards, then the 
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Peter Williams 

canoe did a 90 degree 
turn and so I quickly 
decided to do a bongo 
slide to the beach. 
In the second round I 
was taken out, the sea 
had changed, the surf 
was now about 1.5 to 
two metres high and 
still quite "messy" I 
didn't feel comfortable 
trying to catch these 
waves. On the way 
back in I capsized. The 
wave caught the canoe 
but soon three people 
came to help me. Two 
of them were British 
champions, Simon 
Hammond and James 
Hawker, Simon 

Hammond told me to take hold of his toggle, but I slipped off, 
just as James Hawker was surfing in he stopped and told me 
to take hold of the back of his canoe, he tried to catch some 
waves but did not succeed, finally he caught a huge wave and 
surfed in like a rocket with me on the back. 

In the third round, Nigel said we were not to go surfing in 
the large waves. We stayed in the small waves and he helped 
me do some bongo slides. When I came out Simon 
Hammond asked me if we would go to the presentation in the 
evening. At the presentation cups were given to the surfers 
who came 1st, 2nd and 3rd, there was also a little cup left. 
This was presented to me for being the youngest one taking 
part. I didn't expect to win a cup. I felt happy and proud and 
very tired. 

On Sunday morning we met up with some of the 
instructors and had an enjoyable morning playing in the surf. I 
caught lots of waves even managing to turn on them. Simon 
also told us about the beach and what we need to look out 
for if we surf beaches we don't know very well. We learnt 
about rip currents and what can cause them and also about 
pits that form in the sand making it difficult to know which 
way the current is flowing. 
Report from Peter Williams aged 10. 
Bude Surf Spectacular 2002. 

Perception Wavehopper 
Challenge 
On the weekend of 20121st April the first two challenge 
events were run at the Nene in Northampton and Prudhoe on 
the Tyne with over 60 youths enjoying their first taste of WWR. 
All the youth are keen now to go to their next progression 
everit at the Burrs and Nene - the points they collect from 
each race will be added together for a final total at the last 
event at the Junior World Championships at Bala. 

It's not too late to join the challenge - contact your local 
Paddlesport Development Officer for details. The final - in 
Bala North Wales on the 20th July - will be a great event and 
you'll have the opportunity to watch our top youth compete 
against the rest of the world. 

In the meantime, to whet your appetite here is a report 
from the first event. 

"Cum on Beccy man 
Show them what· you're 
made of!" 
Some one always has to go first ... whether it's the first time 
in a Wavehopper, first to do a timed 500m run or first region 
to hold their Challenge event! The series got off to a flying 
start in the North East Region when on Sunday 21st April, 41 

youngsters from six 
clubs turned up at Tyne 
Riverside Country Park, 
Prudhoe - on what was 
the only wet day for 
weeks! They all 
experienced a 
coaching session with 
top Scottish coach 
Kelso Riddell in 
Wavehoppers in the 
morning as well as 
playing in the rapids in 
GP kayaks under the 
careful supervision of 
voluntary coaches. After lunch, there were two timed runs 
each down the 500m course in a boat of their own choice. 
Amazing how many opted for a Wavehopper on their second 
run when they realized how much faster then went! The day 
rounded off with a presentation of medals, "fun" prizes for the 
"best capsize" etc., and certificates and cream eggs for 
everyone who took part. Thanks must go to the sterling work 
of all the volunteer helpers, whether on or off 
water ..... strange how only one of them was prepared to 
actually have a go in a Wavehopper themselves though! (Well 
done Pam of Stockton & Thornaby CC!). 

Bobby Timperley the North East PDO. 



Please send your 
letters to 
Canoe Focus, 

British Canoe Union 
John Dudderidge House, 

Adbolton Lane, 
West Bridgford, 
Notts NG2 5AS 

or email them to 
peter@canoefocus.co.uk 

Great 
encouragement 
The Slalom Exec. must be 

congratulated on 
recognising the benefits 
of running 2/3/4 events. 

Twice now I have been up 
to Middleton where we 

have had a very enjoyable 
event. Numbers taking 

part were very satisfactory 
and must be a great 

encouragement to those 
running the events. 

Last year the water was 
high giving the better 

paddlers something to 
think about whereas the 

Div. 4's were run on a 
reduced course. This 

year the river was lower 
allowing all the paddlers 
to compete on the same 
course however I never 

heard anyone say it was 
either too hard or too 
easy. This alone must 

benefit the lesser 
paddlers being able to 

see how the course 
should really be done. 

Clubs were able to turn 
up with the majority of 

their paddlers making for 
a very sociable weekend, 

and it must also be a 
boon to parents who have 

paddlers in more than 
one Division. 

The only problem was 
that with a Prem. and Div. 

1 on the same day Tees 
were without many of 

their helpers, but now we 
have a managed calendar 

it should be possible to 
prevent these unfortunate 
clashes and create some 

really well run and 
enjoyable events. I hope 
more Clubs follow Tees 

example. 
Roy Bradshaw 

LETTERS 
Your chance to put forward your point of view 

Action on Access. -r,,e article "Action on Access" in the last issue of Canoe Focus 
I called on canoeists to support the BCU campaign by writing to 
their local MPs. An excellent idea, but most canoeists prefer to 
put paddle to water than pen to paper, so I fear the campaign is 
going to sink like the proverbial stone. May I suggest that we 
adopt a different strategy, we have an extensive network of clubs 
and dealers - lets use them: 
1: The BCU Access Officer should circulate to all clubs a draft 

letter, which can be adapted to cover local examples if 
appropriate. Club chairman should get all club members to 
sign the letter which should then be sent to local MPs, the 
Minister for Sport, plus local and regional Environment 
Agency Managers. 

2: All canoe retailers should be asked to hold a petition on their 
counters and ask all customers to sign, this will catch the 
support of non-BCU paddlers. These can then be sent, with 
the same letter as the clubs, to the contacts listed above. 

3: Lets have petitions at all BCU events, this will catch the non­ 
paddling supporters of our cause. This could be co-ordinated 
by local clubs and added to their clubletter, or centrally by the 
BCU and sent direct to the Minister. 
These actions will enable us to generate the maximum 
impact for the minimum of individual effort. 

4: Why not take up the example of other lobby groups, e.g, SAS, 
and take our case directly to Westminster. A BCU rally of 
hundreds, or hopefully thousands, of paddlers. From all 
disciplines will have a massive PR impact. If we can get a 
couple of friendly MPs to invite us we could even get our 
boats and our cause into the great house itself. 
Finally, lets raise the political profile of canoeing by inviting 

key politicians to national and international events, e.g. present the 
prizes at the D-W, Hurley Rodeo, Premier slalom and other events. 
Clubs should not forget the value of inviting local MPs to minor 
events, especially where they involve kids or disabled paddlers. 

If we don't raise the profile of canoeing- nobody else will. 
And without profile we won't win support for better access to 
rivers. 
Brian Smith, Tewkesbury. 
The BCU has circulated all clubs with facts, hints and suggestions 
and circulated the same to it's trade list, and other parties e.g: 
The Association of Canoe Trades, British Marine Federation. We 
a/so gave out lobby packs to all enquirers at ICE and to the office. 

So far we know that over 110 MP's have expressed support 
and concern and we have had 40 MP signatures on an Early Day 
Motion in the house. All senior MP's have been lobbied including: 
The Prime Minister, Margaret Beckett and Alun Michael the 
ministers at DEFRA, Richard Cabam Sports Minister, both in 
person and by letter, as have the Shadow Front Bench and the 
Liberal Party Shadows. 

In addition the Environment Agency, British Waterways, the 
ARA and RYA, English Nature, RSPB, Otter and other flora and 
fauna interests have been lobbied. 

A petition, 'Raw Deal' has been circulated from Wales which 
the BCU has supported (with amongst other actions we inserted 
copies in Canoe Focus) which already has 1,000 signatures 
garnered as your correspondent describes. The public PR and a 
mass rally of parliament is being planned as we speak ... The 
problem is that we need paddlers capable of handling the tideway 
outside of Parliament mid week. Would you be prepared to take 
part or even organise it? After all, the BCU, its Executive, its staff 
and officers reflect the membership. It is your union and it is in 
action. 
Replies by Chris. Hawkesworth - Planning and Facilities 
Manager. BCU Office, Nottingham. 

What's wrong with it? 
-ri,ank you for the new money saving membership card format. 
I What's wrong with it? 

The assembly instructions deserve a booby prize - Does 
"personalise" mean sign it? 

Not wishing to cut down the photograph which I have been 
re-using for years I have obscured the words "London 6" which 
are totally meaningless to me. As a Jerseyman who lives in Kent 
and does most of his canoeing elsewhere I was happy enough 
being called British. 

Only after sticking it together did the signature space become 
apparent, so it is sealed unsigned. 

The card is no longer water proof round the edges (I will have 
to find some way of re-laminating it unless you have any of the old 
wallets going spare). 

Finally, the only information of any real use to me on the old 
card is no longer there. That is the statement about liability 
insurance. I have found showing the card to be of immense 
benefit when hiring canoes abroad. It completely changes peoples 
attitudes and has often broken the ice for me. It's no good asking 
someone with a beach concession in the back of beyond to refer 
to a website for further information, just put it back on the card 
please even if it makes the card larger. It is still small enough to 
put in my passport - 

I can't imagine the name "Canoe England" impressing them 
as much as "British Canoe Union" either. 

What's good about it? I can use it to disguise a credit card in 
my wallet. 
Frank Connor. 
Frank Connor raises valid points about the new style membership 
cards. We are attempting to source a more suitable product and 
hope to have something better in place for next year. 

Finding flat water 
w:th reference to the letter from John Connell in the April issue 

of Canoe Focus I would encourage him not to give up on 
finding flat water to paddle on. As he has found out it's much 
easier to get information on canoeing down Everest or to the 
North Pole than our canals. We were in the same position a few 
years ago but found the following useful: 
1. Join the BCU. You will get a licence to paddle most waters in 

the UK including all of the canals. Inland Waterways were 
quite right, anywhere you can get public access you can 
paddle. We don't usually bother with rivers because access is 
too much of a pain. 

2. Buy an OS map of the area you want to paddle. It'll show the 
intersection of canals and roads and each intersection is a 
possible access point. Make a list of the likely looking ones. 

3. Reconnaissance on foot/car. A quick afternoon's tour round 
your list of access points will give you an idea of which ones 
are possible. It's not always the obvious ones! 

4. Get paddling! 
The above worked for us in the West Midlands and we now 

have a list of easy access points which we use regularly. We've 
also done a similar thing on our holidays in France and found 
quite a few good paddling spots using the same method. Access 
in France is generally much easier as they seem to have a much 
more liberal attitude than the UK. 
John Davies 
We agree with John Davis's letter referring to John Connell in the 
April issue. This approach brings immediate results. Do not give 
up on river access though. All interesting rivers are covered in the 
BCU's River Information section of the Members Year book. It is 
up to date (Jan 2002) please use the information provided. 



• Private Lessons 
• Canoe Training Pool 
• Residential Courses for adults a young people 

• Group enquiries welcome 

THE BIRCH 
CREEK CANOE 

Designed and built by 
Alan Bridges 

Fron Haul Poppit, Cardigan SA43 3LP 
Tel: 01239 612978 

DEBENH 

sales@outdooractive.ltd.uk 
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WIDE CHOICE OF CANOES and KAYAKS 
AVAILABLE IN OUR SHOP 

or just miles and miles 
of effortless touring 

- .•. .'handed like a dream' 
'beats any other competition' 
'versatility, looks,. 

quality & performance' 
.. .'the boat is a cracker" 
..••.. .'cool to paddle' 
.. 'this boat won by a mile' 
'he should be paddling 

a boat like mine' 

3.3m x 0.62m 
260li 17.5kg 

£280-£325 
Clubs, centres & groups quoted for 

It's not just the 
'best in its class' 

It's the 
'Only one in its class' 
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01209 21197 

.. .. ·: "'r, 
,.. ~ ,.-c- •. 1!'~~!"'• 

_,,, ·-- 



38 F E A T U R E Ts S E N E G A L 

LL 

With just a little time to go before Ute and I 
started our winter ski season training, we 
were both looking to head off somewhere to 
explore with our kayaks. We decided on a surf 
mission, sun, sand and warm waves was just 
too tempting. Our only problem was where? 
We got hold of the Stormrider guide to the 
world (the surfers bible) and drew up a short 
list. Out of all the places that came up, 
Senegal sounded mystic and an adventure 
waiting to happen. Ute had also never been to 
Africa and it had been some three years since 
I was on the continent, so Senegal it was! 

After September 11th our family and friends were certainly • 
concerned about us flying to Senegal, whether it was a mixture of flying 
and Senegal also being an Islamic state we did not know, but Ute did 
not show any emotion and my mind was set on the mission! Anyway if 
it did go all "Pete Tong" then it would certainly make a great film about 
our escape and evasion! However, when we arrived at Innsbruck, the 
start of our journey, our concerns were certainly quashed. The airport 
was shut! The Austrians idea of security was to lock the doors and turn 
off the lights! We had to wait an hour before the airport opened for 
business and finally we were on our way. 

After a flying from Innsbruck to Frankfurt, waiting there for six hours 
we finally arrived in Dakar, Senegal at 7.30pm. We collected all our 
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Breakfast was at a very sociable 
9.00am. The surf looked 
awesome and 700 metres away 
was a small island called lie de 
Yoff. Either side of this island were 
huge reef breaks, the biggest I 
have seen with my own eyes 
(though I have never been to 
Hawaii or to the infamous pipeline 
in Mexico). A little further along 
the beach, waves were breaking 
both left and right. Luckily the 
beach brake was a little more 
appetising for Ute. 
Ute was up first and what an 
introduction to surfing, the waves 
were forgiving and the water was 

gear and then it was "Stanby Stanby" for the 
ensuing chaos that is involved outside third 
world airports. Heavily laden with kayaks and 
bags the temperature hit us only seconds 
before the first so called guides, porters and 
helpers. Somehow we managed to get the 

, kayaks onto the roof of a taxi, all the gear into 
the boot and ourselves on the back seats with 
the minimum amount of fuss! We got a room 
in a lodge near the beach, put the mossie net 
up, turned the fan onto full power and 
crashed. 
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so, so warm. She got some great first time surfs with a few wobbles 
and the occasional roll was called upon but the smile just said it all. 

We then paddled out to the island to have a closer look at the 
breaks either side. The sea was so clear and pure, we could see the 
bed and the crabs scurrying too and fro. The island itself was fantastic, 
there was hardly anything on it, just a few rocks covered with a strange 
grass and a small lighthouse. The island was about the size of two 
football pitches in length and one in width. With just us and some birds 
on the island we got a great feeling of being alone, something that is 
very hard to come by in the area of Senegal that we were in. 

The waves coming off the island on the right were big, sometimes 
three metres in height all left handers, some forming just perfectly. So 
after checking out the rocks I decided it was time to ride a few of these 
waves. While I was kayaking out, fishermen were riding some of the 
smaller waves in, to dispense their catch to the women selling their 
husbands fare. One of the fisherman looked over and made a motion 
of having a screw loose in my head, whether this was supposed to stop 
me going out or just to point out what was a crazy "Iubab" (the local 
word to foreigner) doing out here in such a small piece of plastic I will 
never know. My mind was focused and I was completely happy with my 
ability to surf out of harms way. However, a few days later a local asked 
me just before going out to surf the left hand side of the island whether 
I could swim and this did shake my senses a little as even the locals 
would have nothing to do with the waves there. As I was paddling out to 
my planned take off zone, I was treated to a truly awesome sight. Just 
beside the break, schools of fish were swimming in on the green wave. 

The waves did not disappoint, I had some great rides and the power 
was immense, the speed I was picking up was just made for throwing a 
boat around. On paddling back out I was pulling wave wheels off the 
waves coming back in and falling over a metre off the back of the 
waves, I was buzzing. What seemed to be five minutes but was well 
over an hour paddled back to the island, met up with Ute and we both 
kayaked over to the beach break and surfed the waves in. The kids on 
the beach came out dragged us up the beach and then we just let 
them loose in the kayaks to play in the sea. It always amazes me how 
the local kids have such great balance and how quickly they pick the 
techniques up. 

Our whole two week mission to Senegal fell into the same category, 
it was certainly a great way to recharge the batteries ready for a full-on 
winter season in the Arlberg. • 
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The Geoff Good Coach of 
I 

the Year Award 
The UK Coaching 

L'i Committee 
awarded the 

, following Geoff 
Good Coach of the 
Year Awards for 
2001. Slalom 
Coach Ester 
Mathews for the 
coaching of young 
paddlers, Polo 
coaches Mike 
Moffitt & Greg 
Smale for the 

coaching of senior paddlers and inland coach Robert 
Cunnington for voluntary services to coaching. 

If you would like to nominate someone for the 
2002 awards please see the advert below and 
respond. The work of coaches in the field is 

significant and should be recognised. What better 
way than to nominate them for this prestigious 
paddlesport award. 

The Geoff Good Coach of the Year Award is aimed 
at raising the profile of coaching and the work of 
coaches and in so doing will honour the memory and 
work of Geoff Good the BCU Director of Coaching 
1970 - 1999. The award is co-ordinated by the BCU 
Coaching Service, the awarding body of the BCU. 

Award Categories: 
There are three awards of equal status in the 

categories as detailed below: 
• Junior Coach of the Year 
• Senior Coach of the Year 
• Voluntary Services to Coaching 

For further details contact: BCU Coaching Service 

New Canoe& 
Kayak handbook 
The publisher and the BCU 
would like to make the 
following corrections to details 
listed in the new canoe and 
kayak handbook. 

1. The Illustrators name is 
Carol Davies (not Hughes). 
Carol's contact details are: web 
address (greenfrogart.co.uk) 
and business phone number 
(01978 861049). 
2. The photo on page 171 of a 
bearded man wearing dark 
glasses and a hot that shades 
half his face is not Suresh 
Paul. It is in fact Mitesh 
Makanjee. 
3. The post code for the SCA 
should read EH12 9DQ (not 
EH19DG) 

We apologise for any 
inconvenience or 
embarrassment caused to any 
of the parties concerned. 

www.extremeoutdoorclothing.com 
- Award winning - 

Performance clothing systems 
For wet or dry land adventures 

FOR A FREE BROCHURE AND 
DISCOUNT PRICE LIST 

Contact: phone/fax 0121 329 3788 or log on 
"extreme river guide pants are probably 

the best trousers I have tried for canoeing" 
John Fenna c.f. issue no 136 



Buy and sell your second hand ge~r_online at . GetOutl>Canoeing 
www.getoutcanoeing.co.uk/eclass1f1ed.asp - a FREE service • _ 

Please forward all adverts either by email to 
peter@canoefocus.co.uk or by post with BCU membership 

number to: CF Members Classified, 49 Greenfields, St Ives, 
Cambs PE27 5HB. Adverts cannot be taken over the phone. 

For sale 
Assorted wet suits £20: 01937 573082 
Big canoe, takes 8 persons, 20ft x 52", stable design, 
can be carried on strong roof bars of estate car/van, 
ideal big family, group fun open canoe, plywood stitch 
& glue with grp cover on bottom, 5 double bench 
seats, airbags each end, £500 to other club o.n.o. Tel 
01691 659280. Dave Hart Owestry Canoe Club. 
Bivi bag, Terra Nova 'Saturn'. Top of the range, 3 
layer goretex, double hooped bivi. More like a micro­ 
tent but much lighter and smaller packed size. 
Immaculate condition. Used on one trip. RRP £240, will 
sell for £170 ONO. Neil on 01373 473836. 
Blue liquid logic session. Excellent condition, 
paddled 5 times in no scratchy places (e.g Hpp) looking 
for quik sale as need money quick! £525ono can 
deliver to bitches on the weekend or most paddling 
places e.g hpp, Tryweryn, Teeside etc ring- 
07816344118 or e-mail Tom2626262@aol.com 
Canadian Canoe Old Town Tripper regarded by 
many as the ultimate tandem canoe available. VGC less 
than half price £450 tel 01207562884 
Childs canoe, Wye Kayaks fibreglass and in excellent 
watertight condition. Stored indoors would suit up to 
12 year old, £50. Gaybo, Delphin £81. Kevlar hull and 
seat. Good watertight condition with no damage or 
repairs. Space needed, £SO.Contact Mark on 0121 711 
1136 or 07721 413218 (Midlands). 
Classic wooden sea kayak £175, touring wooden 
kayak £75, folding kayak - no skin £45. Phone Nigel on 
07796 695599 
Dagger RPM purple/black, full plate footrest+rear 
buoyancy VGC £300 Tel: 01937 573082. 
For sale due to change of direction. Dagger 
Crossfire.unique show model.full white water 
spec.£275. Prijon Chopper,red,creeking boat.little still 
water use only.£350. Janautica 
Samoa, fast touring kayak.Front hatch/bulkhead, very 
stable £250.AII as new stored inside, little use. Tel. Eric 
01427 628419 
Dagger Super-Ego, £450, excellent condition. 
Sponsorship forces quick sale! Blue, Black, and white 
multi art, will throw in a nearly new playboater deck as 
well. Email krispypancake@hotmail.com or ring 
07736859958 
Dagger Transition, purple and black. Predictable but 
enjoyable river running kayak. Good volume for 
beginners. Perfect size for white water leadership or 
experienced paddlers on multi-day white water. £250. 
Neil on 01373 473836 (South West but can deliver). 
Dag Squall, Excellent condition, Black and Grey, 
12months old, Garage stored, excellent beginers 
playbouVriver runner £300 ono Phone Dave on 07736 
390152 
7 months old Dagger Ego for sale, excellent 
condition, striking yellow, orange and green multiart. 
Genuine reason for sale. Main usage at the Nene 
Whitewater centre so no major dents scratches etc. 
Includes brand new neoprene playboater spraydeck · 
still in original packaging. £525.00 ono. Email Darren 
@darren_k1@gmx.net. 
Dagger Infrared Full WW spec, inc Front Micro Bags. 
Only Sea Surfed last 2 years. Good Condition. £300 
Doncaster. Tel: 0777 6133818 
Dagger Prophet open canoe, full whitewater spec 
with saddle and airbags, as new condition £800.00, 
Topolino Spud good condition £250.00 o.n.o telephone 
01580713910 
Enigma squirt boat, purple, £140. Also Haze GRP 
youths kayak. £120, both in very good condition. 
Phone Gary on (Nailsea) 01275 792633 or 
brazier@blueyonder.co.uk 
Eskimo Quadro. Good river runner/playboat, spins 
very well! Under 2 years old, good condition. £300 for 
quick sale. Martin Wightman 01200 426819, 
martinwightman@yahoo.co.uk 
Eskimo kendo starlight (coex). Red. Ideal Begginer­ 
intermediate boat. Airbags and eskimo back rest 
included £350 or nearest offer. Also valley prodigy 
squirt boat good for playboating and learning £50 
contact (01244) 547530 or mandrill20@hotmail.com 
Eskimo Kenda . blue, one year old, in excellent 
condition. Comes with full foot plate and rear air bag. 
The perfect boat for paddlers of all standards and for 
all grades of water. Cost new £600 now only £350. tel: 
Martin 0113 266 3950 (West Yorkshire) 
Eskimo Nano, Mango, airbag, footrest, vgc, 
surfs/spins/blunts/cartwheels and bow stalls very well. 
garaged and fully padded out, £350, contact 
Richie 01885 400397 or email Canoerichie@aol.com 
Eskimo Saito, 6months old, v good condition £400 
ono. Tel 01299 823806 (Worcs) 
Eskimo Spud - Classic Red Mkl Model, reasonable 
condition, £275. Call Martin 01772 497803 (Preston). 
Can deliver Teeside/Tryweryn 
Eskimo Topo . red . used 1 season only and in 
excellent nick, hence £350 ono. No time wasters 
please. Paddle the legend!. Phone Dave on 
01745585300 or e-mail dsnuttall@aol.com 
Eskimo zwo - hardly used, very tough playboat. Suit 
medium or small paddler, WW spec £300. Jay · FREE 
N.E delivery. 01670 814578 or 07748 175998 
Get the full kit: K2, white/red, built by Nottingham 
Kayak Club, fibreglass construction, U/S rudder, stable 
but fast enough for a sub·24 hour time in this years 
DW, £350. Looking for the perfect transport? Try our G­ 
Reg Peugeot 405 Diesel Estate, 'White Lightning', roof­ 
rack, 178k miles, good cond., taxed and MOfed, £500. 
For another £30, we'll throw in the V-bars! Contact 
Dominic on 07961 3 t 6 173 or 
dominic.fry@hawkpoint.com. 
Javelin Kl marathon 3 layer carbon kevlar £450. 

Javelin Kl marathon glass £50. Dagger RPM multiart 
full WWspec £300. Pyranha Traveller 16ft open canoe 
£200 Andy 8ee9an andy@outdoorwales.fsnet.co.uk 
Kl Hobby Sprint Kayak suitable for beginners. Mint 
condition. £250 or exchange Sceptre/Raven. Kingston. 
0208 549 3998 
Left handed werner sidekicks for sale, 1 & 1/2 
months old, good condition lengh- 190 fehter- 45 shop 
price- £189 my price- £100 if interested, e-mail 
Tom2626262@aol.com or ring- 07816344118 
Master 2, blue, used 3 times £175.00. Master natural 
colour, well used £75.00. Tel David on 01889 570369 
Mega Venom surf kayak, 9 month old , Carbon and 
Glass.custom colours.as new.Used twice. Illness forces 
sale hence £400 o.v.n.o. 01903 774627. 
Eves/weekends John (West Sussex) or 
surIjam2000@hotmail.com 
Mirage Kayak - Ideal beginners kayak complete with 
paddle and spraydeck £100 Nottingham area 0115 
9334768 or 0797 4348905 
Moulds for BAT, Snipe and Gnat - each complete. Any 
offers? Pete or John 01963 440788 North Dorset. 
Old Town Tripper. 17 It Canadian Canoe. Good 
Condition. Extremely durable with exceptional capacity. 
Ideal for families/camping/expeditions. Buoyancy bags 
included. Exceptional value at only £300. Phone 01784 
642553 
Old Town Pack 12' open canoe weighs 331b optional 
saddle/wicker seaVbuoyancy bags tel: 01937 573082. 
Old Town Pack canoe, with saddle, 12ft, weighs 
331b, £300 ono (Leeds area) 01937 573082/07050 
57982 
Old Town open canoe model Discovery 174. This 
canoe is suitable for touring it will take 4 adults with 
camping equipment. It is fitted with bow & stern seats, 
a centre thwart and a carrying thwart. The canoe is 
situated near Cardiff, delivery can be arranged at cost. 
A trial can be arranged, there is a put near my home. 
Reason for sale: - I wish to buy a smaller canoe for 
white water use. Offers around £470 
Necky Gliss, Good condition £350 ono Call Will: 
07811148308 (Wales) 
Necky Gliss. Great boat for river running, surfing and 
freestyle. Excellent condition, light and dark blue. 
£350. ONO Tel:01924 379508 or e-mail 
jimbolongley@hotmail.com 
Necky Switch . Well looked after and house trained. 
May deliver depending on persuasion. Only £500. 
Contact Angus on 07790006816. 
Nomad Extra - rut down slalom kayak. diolen 
construction, excellent condition, sky blue and pink 
deck, sky blue hull. £150 ono. Double Dutch Marlin 
WWR kayak, kevlar carbon sandwich construction, 
white deck, clear hull £150 ono. Old surf shoe, free to 
good home. North West/ South East. Tel Alex 07977 
477 907 
OLS Sea Kayak - yellow and plastic, little used £150 
ono. Tel 01274 510472 (W. Yorkshire) 
Old Town Canadian Canoe 16' (with nearly new 
airbags) £500 ono. Also for sale a complete selection of 
canoe gear, bouancy aids, paddles, ladies dry suit size 
16/18, dry bag etc. Maybe a deal could be struck for 
the whole lot Phone 01963 824259 (day) 01963 32520 
(evenings) (Somerset) 
P&H Baidarka Explorer. A classic last P&H Greenland 
style sea Kayak with retractable skeg in white, in 
excellent condition, New deck lines, hatch covers, and 
rubbing strip, original factory serial number and plate 
still on the inner cock pit. Sale to include back rest and 
spray deck to fit ocean cock pit. £425.00 ono Contact 
Ian Mercer, on 07815932009 or 
mercerian@ntlworld.com Christchurch, Dorset. 
Nordkapp Jubilee - 2 yeras old. Blue deck, white 
hull, Compass, footpump, keelstrip and towing eye. 
Extras factory fitted. All good condition· £1200 ono 
Contact Steve on e-mail above or 01484 541502. 
Open Canoe - Bluebird 16ft long 31" wide. Bu lit by 
Alan Bridges. Immaculate condition. Dialer glass with 
Covemat strengthening. Oiled wood trim, gunwhales 
and end plates. Three thwarts & removable carrying 
yoke. £550 ono E-mail millerd@pgdt.com Tel: 01425 
673119 
Perception Acadia exploration kayaks (4) + 
Perception Carolina with o/s rudder (1). All in green 
with black deck lines, green deck nets, black 
bulkheads, black hatches & black plastic 
seats/backrests. With barrels, paddles & black 
neoprene spraydecks. On custom-made trailer. All as 
new. Cost £3400. Sell for oiro £2500. Tel Clive in 
Norfolk on 07770 645516. 
Perception Amp in excelent condition with air bags 
blue/white £400.00. AJ.Wybrew Staffordshire. Home 
tel 01827 62074. Mobile 07971 150 947 
Perception Amp - good condition. Blue and white 
colourwash. South east area but may travel reasonable 
distance. Great surf/playboat. £325 ovno Steve on 
01323-763637 (eves) or s.douch@btinternet.com 
Perception Madness. A larger version of the method 
air, ideal for big paddlers who like playboating. Only 
one year old in v.good condition. New boat forces a 
reluctant sale. £400. West Sussex., 
britneymings@hotmail.com or call Toby on: 
07789070930. 
Perception Method Air- excellent condition as little 
use. Two tone blue colourwash. South east area but 
may travel reasonable distance. Great river 
runner/playboat. £425 ovno Steve on 01323-763637 
(eves) or s.douch@btinternet.com 
Perception Phat. Great river runner etc. In excellent 
condition £325. Waud use as a part ex against an older 
fitted out solo open canoe, Dagger Prophet, Occoee or 
similar. Tel 01285 642410 (Glos) 
Perception Pirouette S - ideal first whitewater boat. 

Used but good condition. Full whitewater spec with 
heli loop and full-plate footrest, colour purple. Suit 
smaller, lighter paddler. Garage stored all its non-river 
life! £190 ono, contact John Sellers on 0208 977 4985 
or email john.sellers@tiscali.co.uk (Surrey) 
Perception shock, almost 1 year old, good condition 
little white water use. £450 including bomber gear 
kevlarsprakdeck. Tel 0207 284 3311. 
Polo boat & paddles,+ white water boat. DB carbon 
fibre flight (black) + D8 accelerator paddles right 
handed + spray deck. all in excellent condition £500 
the lot or split it and make me an offer. + pink 
perception Corsica s white water boat( like the 
perception arc but older) v good condition £145 ono. 
Contact Jo on 07887720981 ore mail 
shop@nortamptonsaints.co.uk 
Prijon Tornado, whitewater and touring kayak, red, 
good condition, £300.00, call Ian 01525 841100 (day) 
Bedfordshire. 
Pyranha Acrobat 270, full whitewater spec.incl. air 
bags, yellow, excellent condition, hardly used. £275. 
Tel 01548 843176 or email jon@outwalking.com 
(South West) 
Pyranha Acrobat 270 - Yellow and black. 4 years old, 
hardly used • Excellent condition. Air bags front and 
rear, Hip Pads. Spraydeck (M) Contact Kevin. Tel 07771 
503803 • Basingstoke, Hampshire email 
kevinwragg@yahoo.co.uk Price £270 ono 
Pyranha Creek. Full WW Spec. Great boat for big 
water. Gorrilla carbon paddles. Kober Toplight paddles. 
Splits. Dry top and trousers (Shon M 5'6'. throwlines. 
helmet. 2 spray decks. Other assorted gear. Lost bottle 
forces sale! 400 the lot or may split- bargain Tel: 
01636 650931 (newark) No roofrack so you will have 
to collect. 
Pyranha Attack, Grey. Hardly used, £200, 01302 
530143 
Pyrahna Creek 280 in blue, full WW spec, with 2 
airbags and full plate foot rests. 2 years old in Good 
condition an excellent creek boat (surfs well), would 
suit begineers as well as more advanced paddlers. 
£200 (ono) Tel (07980 802968) Birmingham area 
Pyranha H2 255 blue/black art spec, 2 years old, last 
used October and stored indoors since. Owners loss of 
40lbs causes sale. Good condition £475 ono. Tel Martin 
Green on 01474 872135 or 07779890015 or 
mjdgreen@msn.com Kent could deliver to Nottingham 
or Nene. 
Pyranha lnazone 220, Red/black, good condition 
£300. Tel Ian on 01206 540971 or 07790864554 E­ 
mail iwish@btinternet.com 
Pyranha lnaZone 240 Orange. Good condition £300 
Tel. 01628 486844 (PauO E-mail. Paul.baker@voila.fr 
Buckinghamshire 
Pyranha lnazone 232 Brand new, never been used. 
Red & orange, super XR fittings & new foam footrest 
system. Genuine reason for sale. Cost £650 accept 
£450 Telephone. 01332 291113 or 07879 451350 
Pyranha lnaZone 230, Excellent condition, 1 year 
old, Orange, $B1r (8350, tel Steve 
on 01244 319"001 or 07990 985246 (Chester). 
Pyranha Magic Bat, Well used - £150. High volume 
slalom canoe, reasonable condition - £95. Tel. 01535 
271178 (Bradford area) 
Pyranha Mountain 300 Black Multiart WWR spec. 
Good condition. £225 ono (Cheshire) Tel Paul 01625 
527503 
Pyranha Prozone 230, 8 months old, excellent 
condition, reason for selling is out grown £450 ono 
please contact me on 01733810285 or 07751821383 
and ask for Carl 
1 Quattro Red Good Condition £300.00 o.n.o Phone 
Pete 01923 252123 
1 Scandell (Dag) Full Spec £350.00 purple Pete 
01923 252123 
Trailer- designed for carrying up to 6 open canoes, or 
10-12 kayaks. Comer post/two rail design. Good 
condition; kept in garage and well looked after. Comes 
with braking system, spare wheel, lightboard. Ideal for 
a lower garage. £250. Tel. Gareth 0117 9522448 
(Bristol). 
Pyranha Masters with drop down skeg £175 each. 
Pool rotabat and black P&H plastic revenge polo kayak 
open to offers. Tel 01332 383698 
Two Pyranha Masters with lull plate footrest, and air 
bags, £150.00 each. One Prijon T Slalom, £50.00. All 
boats ideal for clubs as novice training. Contact Bill on 
01869 241470. 
Pyranha Prozone 230. 8 months old, excellent 
condition, reason for selling is out grown £450 ono 
please contact me on 01733810285 or 07751821383 
and ask for Carl 
Pyranha RobRoy double open kayak. Red. Hardly 
used, garage stored. £300 ono 
Chris Roberts 01833 690268 (Co. Durham) 
Riot Prankster - excellent condition as little use. 
Sunburst yellow and Bomber backrest. South east area 
but may travel reasonable distance. Great surf/playboat 
for heavier paddler. £425 ovno Steve on 01323- 
763637 (eves) or s.douch@btinternet.com 
Pyranha Storm· Mango. Full WW spec with end caps 
and backrest tension system. Well used but in good 
sound contion, no big stractches or dents. Would make 
an ideal river runner. £225 Nottingham 0115 9334768 
or 07974 348905 
Pyranna Surf Jet 305, in blue. Hardly used excellent 
condition, stored indoors £125 ono. 
Contact John on 07860 891339 (Wiltshire) 
Radical-Moves Giro, good condition, ultra-light 
composite construction, w. deck. perfect intermediate 
boat for a small to medium paddler, £300 ono, Rob 
Cook (01635) 200 534, 07753 843567, 
rob.cook@eidosnet.co.uk 
Riot - Black Showbiz. Good all rounder. Still sound and 
watertight. Slight moulding defect on hull. 150 o.n.o. 
Can deliver to Teesside. Or possibly Cumbria. Contact 
simon crabtree@hotmail.com, or phone 01642 
89764>. 
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old, good con. £490 ono Contact 01432-352591 Email 
stevelnewton@tinyworld .co.uk 
Riot Dominatrix 44. Ultra lite team edition. lime 
green. was used at the 2001 worlds. Very good 
condition. inc peak uk deck, fins. 550 Can deliver to 
most boating locations. Email 
young mattsmith@hotmail.com 
Riot Glide, vgc, unusual 'berry' colour. Excellent surf 
and river kayak, or play boat for larger paddler (1 Ost+). 
£300. Neil on 01373 473836 (South West but can 
deliver) 
Riot Glide - Yellow, very good condition, full w/w 
spec. Airbags + unused peak neoprene deck. £395 
o.n.o Tel Darren (01768) 486717 mobile (07779) 
693651 
Riot Prankster- excellent condition as little use. 
Sunburst yellow and Bomber backrest. South east area 
but may travel reasonable distance. Great surf/playboat 
for heavier paddler. £425 ovno Steve on 01323- 
763637 (eves) or s.douch@btinternet.com 
Riot Slice yellow in good condition with power seat 
£325.00. 
Riot Slice. Fins, Device 3 Seat, Aftermarket Thigh 
Braces, Peak Deck worth 370). Purple. £375. Simon on 
01653 698501 or yakboy@lineone.net 
Riot Trickster, yellow, good condition as less than 1 
years use. £425 ono including £65 spraydeck. Tel. 
01392 256688 or email hballenone@eurobell.co.uk 
Riot Trickster, purple with a red blast, good 
condition, £325 please call Chris on 07780 616959 or 
email chris.oxley@sssltd.co.uk (Yorkshire) 
Roof Bars for Peugeot 206 For Sale, genuine Peugeot 
parts with all fixing and instruction manual. £35 o.n.o. 
contact Rob on 07909 517812 or email 
R.S.Davis@ukc.ac.uk 
Slalom C2 - Pro-Am (white) made by Garstang 
Glassfibre Products. Front cockpit left, rear right. Little 
used; £50. Tel Chris on 01772 687699 or e-mail 
nmh.academia@virgin.net. Preston area. 
Super Fly OCl Canoe. Yellow and Grey. Excellent 
condition, genuine reason for sale. Fully fitted with lap 
strap and foam padding. Mobile Adventure strong 
airbags (front and back). Includes Cl paddle.£475 ono 
(£850ish new). Email Darren@darren_k1@gmx.net. 
A bargain boat for someone looking to start paddling 
OCl - great fun. 
Topolino Duo· Full WW spec, good condition, £350. 
Please phone Simon on 01274 510472 (Bradford) 
Trailer (small) will hold up to six kayaks or two canoes 
or one canoe and three kayaks. Complete with kit box 
as well. Ideal for family or small centre use. Designed 
around a 3X4 foot box camping trailer which was 
professionally modified to carry canoes/ kayaks £399. 
Please contact Rob on 01275 851057 Bristol area. 
TREK 950 mountain bike, STXRC group set. 
immaculate, never been off road. £250ono. Poss part 
ex. or swop river kayak. Tel 01229 836158 ore mail 
paulreha@aol.com 
Valley Weekender· Good condition £250, West Kent 
area. Telephone 01732 351470 
Wavesport Ace 5.1, VG(. Greeny, FAT Fittings £550 
Call Will: 07811148308 (Wales) 
Wave Sport EZ red n black, mint condition stored 
inside, only paddled at Tee's. £450 call Paul on 
07790909332 or e-mail on 
bullstarsangel@hotmail.com can deliver in N yorks 
area. 
Wavesport forplay blue. Good condition £350 Tel. 
01628 486844 (Mike) E-mail. 
Playboating@hotmail.com Buckinghamshire 
Wavesport 'XXX' red/black. Smart. Hardly used. 
Excellent condition. 9 months old. f.A.T. 1.0 system. 
£440. Call Suzie on 07881 697332 or 0870 0158456 
Wavesport XXX, Excellent condition, red and black, 
hardly used, can deliver Treweryn. £500.00 tel: Lisel: 
01432 357343 or email: liselwalker@aol.com 
Wavesport Z: £325. Red, airbags, reasonable 
condition. Enigma: £150. Classic plastic squirt boat. 
Pink.good condition. Ring Malcolm on: 01226 217645 
(S. Yorks.) 
Zastera Savage 2000 and boat bag. vgc £600 
contact Steve 07751 830883 
WWR Nick Pink Cyclone. Excellent condition - £375. 
Also 1 Kirton WWR old but sound practice boat - £50 
Contact Liam on 07971 696135 
White water racing kayak. Nick pink cyclone, epoxy 
kevlar sandwich construction. used twice on flat 
water.as new. down to minimum competition weight. 
£475 o.n.o. tel.01808 511447 (Scotland). 

Wanted 
Canoe approx 15ft, Melody, Coleman ram X or sim 
for Scout group in Hampshire, will travel, price 500 
max. Contact Dan on 01428 725231 or e-mail 
froogie jordan@hotmail.com. 
Colman Scanoe, old type with aluminium trim, 
fittings & transom. Must be in good condition, in 
green. Tel Clive in Norfolk on 07770 645516. 
Double Discovery for Richmond CC. Any condition. 
£100 minimum cash paid. Contact Peter Barnes 020 
8992 1750 (ans) 
K1 Sceptre or Raven in good condition, cash or 
exchange for mint Kl Hobby (very stable). (Kingston) 
0208 549 3998 
Pyranha Blade kayak email 
mattybondy@hotmail.com 
Sea kayak (plastic) in good condition orion, skerry or 
capella preferred phone Sob on 0117 9793526 

Lost 
2 Paddles lost at the takeout to the Lower Kent 
(Sunday 10th Feb 2002). 1 Paddle a Lendal Red Mania 
and the other a blue paddle of unknown origin. If you 
found these items please email me at 
nhepburnl O@hotmail.com. 

Second Hand Boats ----··----.aswatersports.co.uk 
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Newtown SY16 4HU 
'The College for the Community' 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
HIGHER NATIONAL DIPLOMA 

HIGHER NATIONAL CERTIFICATE 
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF GLAMORGAN ~ 

A two year course in Outdoor Education covering the knowledge and skills needed 
in the outdoor industry. The course is set in the Brecon Beacons National Park and 
has immediate access to mountains, rivers, caves and open water. The college has its 
own outdoor education base and emphasis is placed upon national governing body 

awards and industrial experience. 
For further details please contact Sian Bourton Tel: 01874 625252 ext. 40 I 

Edale Activity Centre A 
HOSTELLING 

Introduction to Canoe Sports INTERNATIONAL 

Introduction (1 ), Intermediate (2), Advanced (3) - Kayaking and Canoeing 
Introduction to Moving Water - Kayaking and Canoeing 

Coach level l and Coach Level 2 Training and Assessment 
Plus courses in navigation, Climbing, Caving, Mountain Biking, Paragliding, SPA 

Training and Assessment, M. Training and Assessment, and a range of Multi-Activity 
courses/holidays. 

NOTE: we can provide all inclusive (transport, qualified instructors and all equipment) 
watersports sessions of any duration, March - October for any group. 

For further details contact: 
Edale YHA Activity Centre, Rowland Cote, Nether Booth, Edale, Hope Valley, S33 7ZH 

Tel: 0 1433 670302 Fax: 0 1433 670243 
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Learn to Katak on some 

J()hn Fenna 
I 

Level Four Coach 
Open Canoe Tuition and guiding on the rivers and inland waters of West 
Wales. From taster days to N.G.B. awards in beautiful surroundings. 

Also available the new D.I.Y. book 
"A basic guide to MAKING YOUR OWN OPEN CANOE ACCESSORIES" 

Step by step instructions and scale patterns for making eleven separate 
projects ranging from drybags and thwart bags to tarps and kneeling pads. 

£5.00 plus£1.S0 P&P 
'fy-Isaf, Newchapel, Boncath, Pembrokeshire, SA370EH 

Telephone: 01239 841 475 e-mail: john-fenna@lineone.net 

Sea Kayak Outer Hebrides 

!!!r~!~ 
"The finest sea kayaking 
coastline in the world" 

Guided tours and expeditions. 
Introductory/Intermediate 

Full range of courses. 
Accommodation. Details: 

Ulst Outdoor Centre, Lochmaddy, 
Isle of North Ulst, HS6 SAE 

Tel 01876 500480 
www.seakayakouterhebrldes.co.uk 

emall: lnfo@ulstoutdoorcentre.co.uk 

Practical, jargon free 

First Aid Training 
'"" .• ~, .. 

Open courses in the Peak District. 
Groups at your own venue. 
HSE approved REC course. 

tel/fax 01298 71827 www.mediact.net 

MLTB Courses 
Walking Group Leader - SPA- Mountain 

Leader. Based in the North of England all staff 
MIA minimum. 

BCU Courses 
Level 1 -3 Coach training and assessment in 
Kayak, Canoe & Sea Kayak. All staff Level 5 or 

aspirant Level 5. 
Release Your Potential- use the specialists in 

instructor training. 
Adventure Education Training 

Ennerdale House, Garrigill, Alston, Cumbria. 
01434 381966 

e-mail Pete@ ad-ed-train.co.uk 

A Different Holiday? 
Contact: 

Adventure 
Whitewater 

0870 4430240 
info@adventure-whitewater.com 
www.adventure-whitewater.com 

BCU AQUATIC 
FIRST AID COURSES 

Please visit 
www.expeditionfirstaid.co.uk 
or telephone 0116 237 4523 

FRENCH ALPS 6 AROECHE CANOEING HOLIDAYS 
- Discover the White Water and Sunshine of the 
French Massif Central this May 6 June - Gite 
accommodation near Ardeche start (minimum 
3 nights) - 7 nights gite and ferry: {320 for 4 
people. June-August: French Alps White Water 
- Studio in Briancon 6 ferry from b8o for 7 nights 
or {336 for 14 nts for 4 people. Also available 
guiding and instruction. Contact Michael Bruce 
0033 476 802 004 evenings. 

DARTMOOR O.S.SX 706 696. Camping Barn. 
At Haine. Sleeps 16. Close to pub. 5 minutes 
to Newbridge. Cheap and cheerful. Showers. 
Woodburner. Tei Katie 01364 631544 
SMALL BUNKHOUSE - Sleeps party of 4-5 plus 
one single room. Comfortable and clean, 
shower, full English breakfast. {12.5opp. Tel: 016g1 
778016 

1-· ' ACCOMIIOD4TIOM", ;; ·a ·' 
GREEK ISLANDS 
Affordable Sea kayak holidays, 

for experienced paddlers - 
Sea kayak rental, guesthouse 

accommodation, daily transport 
to unique paddles sites. 

MILOS ISLAND, GREECE 
www.seaka)'.akgreece.com 

EXTREME SPORT 
ENTHUSIASTS 

Holiday home to let in the 
South of France 
Sleeps Seven. 

Close to local Activity Centres 
Canoeing, Kayaking, 
Rafting & Canyoning 

Experience the brilliant 
sunshine of the 

Pyrennees. 
Contact: 

Sarah Sutton - 01491 612386 
sarahl.sutton@virgin.net 

Pen Isa'r Lian Guest House 

LIANFORBAIA 
( ''" ucrkl I I'.!'\ i'll\\ 

Less than one mile from Bala, 5 
miles from Canolfan Tryweryn. 
Quiet location, private parking. 

BED & BREAKFAST in 
farmhouse with character and 

charm. 
SELF-CATERING bunkroom for 

10 in private courtyard 
Contact Lydia or David on 
tel: 01678 520507 
e-mail: lydia.sugden@genie.co.uk 

GREY CORRIE WOGE 
AND 

ROY BRIDGE INN 
HOSTEL 

For the Highlands 
Two independent hostels located on 
the A86 in the village of Roy Bridge. 
Fort William 12 miles to the west. 
Private rooms for 2, 3, 4 and 8 
persons. Complete self-catering. 
Heating. Showers. Toilets. Drying 
rooms and All bedding provided. All 
inclusive price. Bar on site, live 
music some Saturdays. 
ACCESS VISA & SWITCH ACCEPTED 

Tel: 01397 712236 
Fax: 01397 712241 
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