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Are You a 
canoeist 
Kayaker, Sailor, Climber, 
Orienteer or Hillwalker ••• 
••• who would like to learn some 
of the skills necessary for a 
career in the outdoor industry? 

We have a variety of c, 

All OF THESE COURSES COM 
WITH AN exciting programme of Outdoor Activities in the Wye 
Valley, Forest of Dean, Brecon Beacons, Pembrokeshire Coast and 
Snowdonia. All students have the opportunity ro pursue optional 
National Governing Body Award courses. 

For more information contact 
Leisure and Recreation Department on (01432) 870316 
Holme Lacy College, Holme Lacy, Hereford HR2 6LL 

Email: holmelacy@pershore.ac.uk 
Or visit the following websites: 
www.pershore.ac.uk and www.worc.ac.uk 

Worcesters 
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Paul Owen 
Chief Executive 

Access 
You will read elsewhere in this edition of 
Canoe Focus details of the BCU's intentions to 
launch a lobbying campaign aimed at 
encouraging the government to introduce 
changes to the law based upon the evidence 
that has been collected by a research team 
from Brighton University, on behalf of the 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs (DEFRA). 

The research team Identified: 
• Canoeing has a case for a more equitable share of 

access to and along rivers 
• Conflict is more perceived than real and actual conflict 

is low. 
• Worries about water quality are more perceived than real 
• Voluntary access agreements have failed to materialise 
- less than 6% of rivers have agreements negotiated 
since 1935, despite strenuous efforts 

• Widespread informal paddling is tolerated on 38% of 
rivers 

• 15% of the population are active in watersports which 
are under represented at all levels in government. 
The news that this research supports our own 

previously held beliefs is indeed excellent. But now comes 
the hard bit! Persuading anyone to do anything about it. 

The BCU office will shortly be sending out copies of the 
organisation's new Access Strategy, together with the case 
for an Access and Inland Waterways Bill, to all MPs and 
anyone who we can think of who can influence the 
government's decision-making process. 

Centrally, we will be writing to and arranging meetings with 
ministers to press the case. However, this alone will be not be 
enough, we need all members and indeed all canoeists to 
take some time to consider the facts, consider what greater 
access to waterways would mean to them and contact their 
own constituency MPs. Perhaps you could arrange to attend a 
local MP's surgery to expand on the case. 

The BCU has been pressing for an equitable resolution 
to the "access problem" since 26 May 1965. The 
organisation simply wants to achieve fair and equitable 
access to a variety of inland water from across England and 
Wales for canoeing. 

I would like to extend a very warm thank you to every 
canoeist who took time to complete the questionnaires that 
provided the weight of data in support of the case. 

Early in the new year canoeists will deliver the Raw Deal 
petition, which the BCU has supported. 

-National Canoeing 
Development Centre 
Plans for the National Canoeing Development Centre are 
now at a very advanced stage and we anticipate that in 
2003 we will be able to move into a new purpose built · 
centre at Holme Pierrepont. This will house all of our staff, 
act as a base for organising events on the white water 
course and establish a canoe club. 

The funding should also allow us to upgrade the white 
water course and create a purpose built canoe polo facility 
on the water previously known as the Winfield Pool. 

Canoe England 
The BCU had been looking at its federal structure for 
sometime and has decided to operate in England as 
"Canoe England" in order to establish an English identity for 
English members. 
The Canoe England division will provide: 
• English membership services 
• Access and facility development 
• Training for BCU tests and awards 
Retaining the one overall company, the 
British division will retain the BCU name 
and concentrate on: 
• International competitions 
• International affairs 
• Being the awarding body for coaching awards 

At sometime in the future, it may be that the two 
divisions will be split to form two independent trading 
companies 

I paddled my own canoe 
I paddled my own canoe is an autobiography of Oliver Cock 
MBE. Oliver reaches his ninetieth birthday next month and 
his autobiography, which will be reviewed in a future edition 
of Canoe Focus, has just been released as we go to print. 
Oliver set up the original BCU Coaching Committee, 
coached in both wild water racing and canoe slalom and 
started canoe polo. 

He retired as the BCU Director of Coaching in 1982 at 
the age of 70 but chose not to retire!, becoming president 
of the British Dragon Boat Association, a post he held for a 
further twenty years. 

From early examination his book is a fascinating insight 
into Oliver's life, I look forward to reading more. The book is 
available from the Book Guild and its ISBN is 185776 539 7. 

BCU Board 
The BCU AGM is on 
March 9 2002 and will 
consider nominations 
for the post of 
treasurer and for 
elected members of 
the board. Nomination 
forms are available 
from Vera Whalley in 
the BCU Office and 
should be completed 
and forwarded to Vera 
by December 31 
2001. 

INTERNATIONAL 
CANOE. 
EXHIBITION 
This will take place at 
the National Exhibition 
Centre on February 23 
and 24. Please see 
February's Canoe 
Focus for full details. 

And finally, 
Happy Christmas and a 
peaceful New Year to 
all BCU members. 

Membership 
I am pleased to report that by the end of October we appear 
to be turning the comer with regard to membership numbers. 
For the year ended 31 October our total membership 
numbers have recovered to a point where we close the year 
on our second highest number of members ever. 

- 
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Contributions 
wanted 

Fluffy is a yellow duck who 
likes sunshine, warm 
rivers and the thrill of 
bouncing down easy 

rapids. He doesn't like 
getting his head wet and 

is very nervous on 
anything more than a 

class-three. 
Fluffy really loves the 

rivers of France's Massif 
Central and features in a 
new guidebook that Pete 
'Green Slime' Knowles is 
writing. Pete and Fluffy 
would like to hear from 

anyone who has possible 
contributions, such as 
short anecdotes and 

drawings. All material will 
be acknowledged and if 
it's used there's a free 

book and perhaps a little 
fame for you. 

Contact Pete Knowles, 
Rivers Publishing, 125 

Hook Rise South, 
Surbiton, Surrey 

KT6 7NA, 
e-mail: 

sUroe@rivmpublishin~­ 
demon.co.uk. 

'White Water Massif 
Central - Fluffy's Guide To 

The Friendly Rivers of 
Southern France' will be 
published early next year 
and will cover the main 
rivers that flow in high. 
summer, such as the 
Ardeche, Chasezac, 

Herault, Orb, Tam, Lot, 
Dordogne, Vezere and 

Allier. 

Visit the rock 
Considering that the Rock of Gibraltar is almost an island, 
it should be no surprise to find a proliferation of 
watersports taking place there. 

Canoeing has been popular among the locals for 
many years but until now has been a purely 
independent activity. The newly formed Gibraltar 
Canoeing Association has been set up to bring paddlers 
together and is now officially recognised as the body 
representing the sport locally. 

The aims of the organisation are to promote the sport 
to the public, coach paddlers, organise events and 
facilitate access to canoeing for newcomers. 

About 60 kayaks can be counted on the rock and this 
number is likely to multiply considerably once the 
association is able to acquire a suitable seafront venue. 

Gibraltar's unique geographical location, at the spot 
where the powerful Atlantic Ocean meets the 
Mediterranean Sea, produces a variety of currents and 
water conditions that are a continuous challenge to the 
more adventurous sea kayaker. There could, for instance, 
be stormy weather on the eastern side of the rock and a 
perfect calm on the western side. The crossover, at 
Europa Point, is always a thrilling moment while paddling 
about surrounded by a group of dolphins is an 
unforgettable experience. 

Group outings to the rivers of the Spanish mainland 
provide a complete change of scenario and a very 
different experience. 

Web and wap it 
Stuck in the middle of 
nowhere again? No idea 
where the next paddling 
events will take place or 
where exactly that famous 
playspot is located? 

As of immediately, Playak 
provides all relevant info to 
travelling boaters equipped 
with WAP-capable cell 
phones. Just go to 

http://playak.com/wap/ to find the latest news, events, 
reviews, and of course Playak's comprehensive directory of 
playspots and waterfalls, with complete route descriptions, 
local contacts and other useful information. Bookmark it on 
your cell phone now! 

If you're still in doubt whether you need a WAP-capable 
cell phone at all - and you actually get them for free these 
days - you can see some convincing arguments for getting 
one by having a preview with your web browser at: 
http://wapsilon.com/6210/playak.com/wap/ 

The famous Playek agenda (http://agenda.playak.com) 
has been given a complete overhaul as well. Event 
organisers can now create and maintain their events online, 
including links to event web sites, sponsors and more. 

All events will then automatically appear on both the 
web site and all mobile phones. It's time to have fun 
webbing and wapping. 

New shop for Outdoor 
Active 
Outdoor Active Ltd has opened a new showroom to 
compliment its mail order service. 

BCU members visiting Gibraltar and interested in 
getting out on the water should contact GCA secretary 
Eugene Pons on tel: 00350 59620, fax: 00350 
59654 or e-mail: euiene.pons@gibtel "We will be very 
happy to greet you," he says. 

Situated between Bristol and Gloucester, the outlet is a 
short trip on the A38 off Junction 14 of the M5. 

As the UK and Ireland distributor for We-no-nah 
Canoes, Lettmann Kayaks and Current Designs sea kayaks 
the company has a large range of boats to see, including 
Royalex white water canoes, high performance kevlar 
tourers, plastic and composite sea kayaks and general 
purpose kayaks and play boats. 

There is also a large range of canoeing clothing and 
accessories for personal and centre use. 

Rfchard Bennett and Kate Stone are also offering a 
mobile shop service with a selection of boats and 
equipment for sale. There is a fleet of demo boats so you 
can "try before you buy". Clubs and centres are welcome to 
contact Outdoor Active to request this service. 

The mail order service is now bigger and better, with a 
larger range of products. The new web-site is now on-line. 

Contact: Outdoor Active Ltd, Damery Works, 
Woodford, Berkeley, Glos. GL13 9JR. Tel: 01454 
261058 or e-mail: sales@outdooractive.ltd.uk 
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Swimwear from Reed 
There's now no excuse for wearing those five-year-old undies with 
holes in, under all your kit. With comfort in mind "Reed" have 
introduced both men's and women's stylish lycra swim separates 

Women's Sport Tankini Top and Pant set 
Comfortable mid-leg sports cut pant and full vest top in Morea Lycra, both 
with full stretch edge binding for a secure fit. Top comes with high neck 
and close fitting armholes. Sets can be split for women with different size 
tops and bottoms. Sizes: 8-10, 12-14 and 16-18. Colours available: 
black and navy. Price: £20 per set. 
Men's Trunks 
Elasticated waist with drawcord. Sizes: S, M and L. Colours available: 
black and navy. Price: £10. 
Reed Winter Layering System 
The lightest, thermal, technical layers for winter paddling, offering 
unrestricted freedom of movement. 
Next to the skin - Transpire Fleece. A high elastane content single 
sided fleece that wicks moisture away from the skin. You stay dryer longer. 
Sizes: S, M, Land XL. Price: £30.00 
Mid layer - Aquatherm Short Sleeve Top. 
This super thermal, water-proof, wind-proof 
membrane keeps the base layer and the torso 
hot and dry. Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL and XXXL. 
Price: £40.00 
Top layer - Long Sleeve Cag. This has unique 
polyurethane super-stretch neck and cuff seals 

Discover Perfection 
Let Your Mind Wander 
Prijon has designed a superb collection of touring singles and doubles 
to meet every possible touring requirement. If you want stable and 
comfortable touring kayaks that are easy on the pocket try the Capri, 
or Calabria. If you want high performance with unsurpassed durability 
and the rigidity of HTP (Blow-moulded plastic) try the Catalina, 
Seayak, or Kodiak. For the purists the Yukon-E and Millennium in 
Kevlar Carbon will be difficult to beat. All Prijon Expedition kayaks are 
world renowned for their large tanks and hatches. 

Capri £399 - £499 Length 367cm 

Yukon Expedition £699 Length 440cm 

Calabria Expedition £499-£599 Length 448cm 

.J. ____, - ------P.-- "--·-- -.,.-_,,,. - ... 

Catalina Expedition £499-£649 Length 464cm 
, __ 

Seayak Expedition £549-£699 Length 490cm 

Yukon-E £799-£1299 Length 505cm 

..• 

Millennium £799-£1299 Length 505cm 

and a full stretch Aquatherm body. An ultra abrasion resistant, water-proof, 
wind-proof, thermal outer barrier. Sizes: S, M, Land XL. Price: £95.00 

For further information and a free mail order brochure, tel: 
01271 815828, fax: 01271 816199 or visit their online shop on: 
www.chillcheater.com 

In full support 
For all those paddlers who have ever experienced elbow pain, tennis or 
golfers' elbow, the Jacstrap is a vital part of canoeing attire. This innovative 
product provides support for weakened muscles and eases pain and 
discomfort as well as enabling a full range of movement and in addition to 
all that it is waterproof. 

This simple but highly effective product has been designed so that it 
not only helps reduce pain and the chance of further injury but is 
extremely comfortable to wear, having no bulk around the elbow joint - 
thus allowing a full range of movement for canoeing and all other 
activities. 

It is as comfortable under your canoeing kit as with your work clothes - 
and a must for those who suffer or have suffered elbow pain, while its 
compact size means that it is an ideal addition to your kit bag. 

Jacstrap comes in S/M or M/L and is RRP is £12.99 but is being 
offered for an introductory price of £10.99 

Jacstrap can be obtained from: www.jacstrap.com. 

Kodiak Expedition £599- £749 Length 518cm 

Capri K2 Expedition NEW! £649 Length 460cm 

Excursion K2 Expedition £669-£799 Length 518cm 

FREE RESERVE PADDLE AND 50 LffRE 
DRY BACK PACK wn« ALL 2002 
EXPEDff/ON MODELS • • 

>AvoNcRAFT~ PR!Jon 
ROBERT VARDY LTD 

12 West Burrowfield Ind. Est. 
Welwyn Garden City, 
Herts, AL7 4TW 

Tel: (01707) 330000 
Fax: (01707) 333026 
email: sales@avoncraft.co.uk 
www.avoncraft.co:uk 

I I' 1' --~· 
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Yorkshire clean-up 
Yorkshire Water is splashing 
out £400 for an innovative 
and exciting river clean-up 
by canoeists on the River 

Aire, in Leeds, as part of its 
RiverCare initiative. 

RiverCare, which was 
launched in September, is 

a five year programme 
which will see the company 
invest over £400 million in 

making rivers cleaner, to 
the benefit of both the 
environment and river 

users. Taking to the water 
in October were more than 

20 enthusiasts from the 
Leeds Canoe Club, who 

started on cleaning the river 
from its Kirkstall base to 
the Granary Wharf in the 

city centre. Paddlers were 
armed with black refuse 

bags, to pick as much litter 
from the river's surface as 
they could. Ian Needham, 

chairman of the British 
Canoe Union for Yorkshire, 

said: "The sponsorship 
money will help Leeds CC 

fundings in purchasing 
junior equipment. The 
scheme is targeted at 

getting more and more 
people, especially the 
younger generation, 

involved with the sport. 
"By its very nature canoeing 

is an environmentally 
friendly leisure pursuit, 

where people of all ages 
can develop new life skills 
whilst enjoying and looking 

after the region's rivers. 
"The scheme shows 
Yorkshire Water is a 

responsible local company 
which is willing to invest in 
the surroundings and the 

community where it 
operates." Leeds CC 

welcomes people of all 
ages and experience to its 
club on 07710 187 709. 

Phones Express 
Competition 

First Prize winner 
Mr Scan Wilson, 135 Marbury Road. 

Anderton. Northwich CW9 6AP 

Second prize winners 
Mr Jonathan Mcloughlin. 14 

Rossmara Park. Warrenpomt Co 
Down BT34 3NX; C R Browne. 12 
Pembrey Road, Llanelli SA15 3BW; 

Mr Zak Redfern. 88 Whatton Road, 
Kegworth DE? 4 2DT; Miss D 

Benson. 48 Earl Spencer Court, 
Peterborough PE2 9PQ: Suzanna 

Bostock, Peverell Clifton Campus, 
Nottingham NG11 SNS; Mr Mike 

Herman, 17 Birchen Close, 
Dronfield Woodhouse, Drontield S18 

8ZD: Janice Gurd. 10 Lickley 
Street, Ripon, N Yorks HG4 1U; Mr 
Harry Roberts. 58 Preston Road, 
Langridge, Preston PR3 3BA; RT 

Cooper, 4 Homash Lane, 
Shadoxhurst, Ashford TN26 1HT: Mr 
Jason Bingham. 6 Mayfield Mews, 

Crewe CW1 3FZ 

Fancy a new Freestyle 
Kayak for Christmas. 
Perception have a planned release of December for their 
new freestyle kayaks, the Lucid and Full-Tilt. That means 

-that you had better start schmoozing now to get the 
Christmas present you really, really want. 

The Lucid (221cm & 167 litres) is designed 
specifically for larger freestyle boaters 75 to 100kg. With 
aggressive lines for super slicey ends and spectacular 
aerial blunts, it goes places larger boaters haven't 
previously been able to go. 

The Full-Tilt goes aerial to open-up loops, aerial 
blunts and super loose surfing for paddlers of 65-85 kg. 
At 193cm and 201cm respectively, the Spin and Full-Tilt 
are Perception's shortest ever boats that will play at all 
the spots bigger boats can't. 

Both kayaks feature Perception's new freestyle 
outfitting configuration and retail. 

Get Yourself in a Spin. 
The Spin is set to be released a month 

ahead of schedule and is now 
anticipated to be 

available from 
Perception Praline 

retailers in 
January. 
The Spin 

is a smaller 
relative of the recently released Full Tilt and aimed at 
paddlers up to 75kg. This compact design is a surfing 
delight and an aerial maestro. Perception's shortest ever 
boat will play at all the spots bigger boats can't and 
features Perception's new freestyle outfitting configuration 
for added control and comfort. 

The Spin measures in at just over 190cm with a 
volume of 151 litres, weighing 15kg and retails at 
£699.00 inc VAT. 

The Sonic and Supersonic, which are the final 
installment of Perception 2002 Praline releases will be 

making their appearances next month. Further details will 
be available in the next issue. 

Colourful Carolina 
The Carolina is now available 

with Tie-Dye Colour­ 
wash 
options of 
White Rock 

and Galaxy Blue or Sunset Orange and Firecracker in 
addition to the single colour options of Sunshine Yellow, 
Firecracker and Teal Green. 

This smooth flowing, stable and user friendly tourer 
has two outfitting specifications to suit the pocket and 
intended use. The Standard version features a comfort­ 
moulded seat with adjustable backrest, adjustable pedal 
footrests, ergonomic carry handles, drain plug and 
buoyancy blocks and retails at £350.00. The Expedition 
version adds fore and aft bulkhead and hatch systems, 
fore and aft chart elastics and a foam moulded 
adjustable backrest and retails at £499.00. There is no 
extra charge for the Colourwash option. 

Call Perception on 01825 765891 or email 
info@perception.co.uk for a copy of the latest fleet sheet. 

Wider Perception 
Perception have confirmed the following additions to their 
promotional tour dates: 
Dee Tour, Uangollen December 8-9, with a white water 
test fleet and advice from members of Team Perception. 
London Boat Show, Earls Court, London,January 4-13, 
with a display fleet and advice about Perception kayaks 
from sit on, touring and white water kayaks. 
Boat Caravan and Leisure Show, NEC, Birmingham 
February 15-24, with a large display fleet and advice 
about Perception's 2002 range of sit on, touring and 
white water kayaks. 
International Canoe Exhibition, NEC, Birmingham, 
February 23-24, with a comprehensive display fleet and 
advice about all Perception's sit on, touring and white 
water kayaks. Including advice from Team Perception. 
www.perception.co.uk 

Southwater Watersports 
Centre 
Southwater Watersports Centre has now opened a shop 800 
yards from the centre, in Southwater, West Sussex, stocking a 
large range of canoeing/kayaking equipment for everyone from 
beginners to experts. Demo boats arfe available, from Dagger, 
Perception, Wave Sport and Eskimo. 

Southwater Watersports Centre is a young company, 
now in its fifth year and still developing to achieve 
watersports for all. Proprietor is John Dowling, who has 
been involved in watersports for the last 20 years and who 
started the company initially as a windsurfing centre. But, 
due to demand, the centre evolved into a thriving multi­ 
activity centre, now offering a wide range of watersports 
activities and dry-land based activities. 

John Dowling's objective, with the help of his 
enthusiastic qualified staff, is to offer watersports for all. 
They will train anyone from six and beyond to undertake 
watersports safely whilst having as much pleasure as 
possible. The Lake is situated In Southwater Country Park, 
in the centre of West Sussex. 

Cripplegate Lake is approximately six acres in size, 
which makes an ideal environment for introducing people 
off all ages and abilities to the world of watersports, in a 
safe and pleasant environment. 

Access to the lake is very good, with purpose-built 
slipway and pontoons for launching. And, for those who 
require a wheelchair, there is easy access to the water and 
there are paths all around the lake, that are wheelchair 
friendly. Activities to choose from include dinghy sailing, 
windsurfing, kayaking, Canadian canoeing, raft building, 
orienteering, team building and river journeys. 

The centre is inspected yearly by the Royal Yachting 
Association for dinghy sailing and windsurfing, by the British 
Canoe Union for kayaking and open canoeing and every two 
years by the Adventurous Activities Licensing Authority. 
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RiotTekno 
If there is one thing they're known for at Riot, it's breaking new 
ground. It's not a matter of improving old design theories, but 
creating new ones; not perfecting old moves, but inventing bigger, 
higher ones to dwarf the old. It's this constant search for ways to 
change the world of freestyle that makes Riot the benchmark by 
which all others are measured. 

Riot informs us that they have done it again. Combining the 
visions of master designers Corran Addison and Arnd Schaeftlein, 
the Tekno is a kayak that, it is claimed, will forever change the face 
of freestyle. 

Available in the new year fully fitted with Riot's amazing Ratchet 
backband, footbrace and thigh brace system. The Tekno measures 
in at 210 X 63.5cm, with a volume of SOUS gallons. Price £699. 

NOTICEBOARD 'Y MORE ACTIVITY 

Peter solos it 
Adventure paddler Peter Owen recently made a solo crossing of the Irish 
Sea from Whitesands St.Davids to Rosslare, Ireland, in 13 hours. Peter 
followed this up with a solo crossing and return of the Bristol Channel, 
from Stackpole Quay, Pembrokeshire to Lundy Island, overnighting in a 
cave on Lundy before returning to Stackpole. 

Sweet helmets 
If you're looking for the funkiest, 
slinkiest and sexiest helmet that 
money can buy, then we've got the 
answer. Now in stock are Sweet 
helmets. Painstakingly manufactured in 
Norway, Sweet helmets are the only 
carbon fibre helmet to be fully CE 
approved. The Strutter is fitted with a 
built in peak to keep the sun out of 
your eyes (or, more likely, keep 
hailstones from hitting your eyeballs!). 
It also has a subtle cradle system fitted 

front and rear to eliminate the rocking forwards and backwards that 
many helmets suffer from. 

Available in white, black, blue, red or the stunning clear carbon, 
the Strutter fits heads between 56 and 59 cm (with Fireball fitting 
pads!). The Strutter costs £100, but how much is your head worth? 

www.sweet.no 
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He'll have a white 
Christmas! 
Disabled paddler sets off for Antarctica 

+- ll · --:w, Disabled explorer Glenn 
Shaw is all set to fulfil a 
lifetime ambition ° to 
kayak off the coast of 
Antarctica. By anyone's 
standards it is an 
ambitious project, but 
the single detail that 
makes this venture all 

the more remarkable is that, when he's not in his kayak, Glenn 
is confined to a wheelchair (or 'snowmobile', as Glenn calls his 
custom-built vehicle). 

Glenn suffers from a medical condition known as 'brittle 
bones'. He knows that the slightest knock can result in a 
broken limb. A simple fall might kill him outright. But Glenn is 
an adventurer, and treats his physical handicap as simply one 
more difficulty to overcome. 

Glenn is drawing up his expedition plans with the 
assistance of former British Antarctic Survey base commander, 
Paul Rose. His support vessel is being operated by seasoned 
Antarctican Greg Mortimer, the first Australian to climb Everest 
and K2. Glenn will be setting out for the frozen continent this 
month. He hopes to take to the icy waters around Antarctica 
at Christmas. Glenn is also planning to camp on the Antarctic 
Peninsula during the course of the expedition. He will be 
posting regular updates at www.glennshaw.com before and 
during the voyage. 

"I've wanted to kayak amongst the penguins for years," 
Glenn enthuses. Now, thanks to a Winston Churchill Memorial 
Trust Fellowship I have been able to turn my dream into 
reality." Glenn's previous adventures have included a trek in 
the Himalayas, four attempts to cross Canada's Continental 
Divide using huskies, and a solo canoe voyage through British 
Columbia and Alberta. 

A Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, Glenn is a past 
recipient of a ski scholarship from the American National 
Sports Centre For The Disabled. He has also worked with 
Brunel University's Research and Development Team to test 
and develop kayaking equipment for fellow disabled explorers. 

For details of the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust, 
tel: 020 7584 9315. www.wcmt.or&,uk. 

Get covered 
In an increasingly litigious society, it pays to know exactly 
where you stand when it comes to questions of personal 
responsibility. 

BCU director of coaching Mike Devlin sounds a word of 
warning to anyone taking part in a group trip or event, however 
casual: "It's no longer acceptable to shake your head and say 
'We were just a group of friends out paddling. Nobody was in 
charge'. At a recent coroner's inquest the person taking part 
who had the most experience was deemed responsible for the 
accidental drowning of another participant and, as a result, 
was sued by the widow of the dead man." 

In a second scenario, two qualified coaches running an 
authorised course, which included a day's trip on the river, 
were asked by a friend if he could go along. At the board of 
enquiry set up to look into a serious injury which occured on 
the trip. It was the friend rather than the coaches who was 
deemed responsible, because he happened to have more 
experience than them. 

Adds Mike: "It is essential that every paddler makes sure 
her or she has adequate insurance cover, not just for what 
might happen to their equipment or themselves but to cover 
any liability they might have for what happens to others." 

J 
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New access 
officer for Lyn 
Following Pete Oliver's 
move to New Zealand 
there is a new access 

officer for the River Lyn. 
He is Scott Varker, 

Church House, Church 
Yard, South Molton, 

EX36 3BW, tel: 07788 
915467 (mob). 

Please contact him for 
lnfonnation and permits 
to paddle this technical 

river. The BCU is 
investigating a means of 

having day permits 
available close to 

Watersmeet so that 
paddlers can get on the 
water when levels are 

right. 

Talking trash 
Environment minister 

Michael Meacher 
recently unveiled a newly 

designed £110,000 
work boat that sucks up 

litter from the Grand 
Union Canal at Little 

Venice, in West London. 
Paid for by British 

Waterways and London's 
Waterways Partnership 

and operated by Thames 
21, the boat has been 

christened Taranchewer 
and has been designed 

so it can duck under low 
bridges. A plan has been 

set up by British 
Waterways to recruit 40 
volunteer wardens who 

will be trained to provide 
a high profile deterrent 
to those who leave litter 

or graffiti on the 
canalside. If the scheme 
proves to be successful, 
BW intends to extend it 
to waterways elsewhere 

across the country. 

Action on access: 
We need your help now! 
We need your help now! Right now, yes, right now - and it 
is crucial. We want you to lobby your MP for a change in the 
law for canoeing access and passage to and along all rivers 

For some 35 years the BCU has been lobbying hard for 
more access for canoeing. Over all this time and following 
government advice after government advice we have 
continued to seek this through voluntary negotiation. 

What have we achieved? About 376 miles of voluntary 
access agreements, a mere 3% out of the near 11,000 
miles of river that we could paddle. 

The BCU has continued to lobby government - and all 
other appropriate bodies - and has met with ministers. In 
March 2000 we put down questions in both the Houses of 
Commons and Lords during the Countryside and Rights of 
Way debates. 

Following pressure, the DETR (now DEFRA) announced in 
October 2000 that, together with the Environment Agency, 
British Waterways, the Countryside Agency, Sport England, 
English Nature and the Countryside Agency for Wales, they 
would commission research: "To establish the current levels 
of participation in and availability of water space for water­ 
based sport and recreation in England and Wales". 

A consortium of researchers led by Brighton University 
was commissioned to carry out this research and many 
canoeists contributed by making returns to the 
questionnaires. We are grateful for that support. 

The preliminary findings of this research were reported 
on October 30 and broadly support our own figures, but 
above all they substantiate our long held argument for a 
fairer and more equitable share of access to water. 

The BCU's access management committee has 
recently come to the inevitable conclusion that negotiation 
is simply not the only way forward to achieve this goal. It is 
quite clear that landowners are in the main not interested 
in discussing voluntary access agreements. 

The BCU now feels that the only way to progress is to 
ask government to develop new legislation for rivers and 
the marine environment. 

The present government has shown an understanding 
of the problem and may have the interest to consider 
legislation, but, there is only so much we on the access 
committee and at the BCU office can do. 

. You can see that we are lobbying hard and you can help 
by writing to your MP and by visiting them at their local 
office or surgery in support of fair shares for Access. 

We would like canoeists in every constituency in 
England and Wales to lobby their MPs. If you are prepared 
to do this and todo it in the immediate future, and would 
like further lobbying and background information, please 
contact Ginnie Hannah or Chris. Hawkesworth at the 
BCU office. Tel: 0115 982 1100, or e-mail : 
access@bcu.org.uk. Every additional voice will help. 

The 'Raw Deal' petition is to be handed in to ministers 
early next year, so there is still time to sign it if you have not 
already done so - but don't put action off any longer. 

You're welcome back! 
Encouraging visitors back into the English countryside is 
vital for the recovery of the rural economy, according to 
Rural Affairs Manager Alun Michael who launched a new 
Countryside Agency publicity campaign. 

Despite continuing foot and mouth in some areas, nine 
out of 10 paths are open throughout England. The 
Countryside Agency's campaign sets out clear guidelines to 
help people, including paddlers, to enjoy the countryside 
while at the same time acting responsibly to reduce the 
minute risk of spreading F&M. 

Simple advice includes not entering farmland if you 
have handled livestock within seven days, avoiding contact 
with farm animals, not venturing on footpaths that bear a 
local authority 'closed' notice, and, should you step in 
dung, removing it before leaving the field. 

Said the minister: "Visitors to our rights of way, our 
national parks and other rural areas can be reassured that, 
as long as they follow the golden rules, their visits to the 
countryside will help the rural economy and protect the 
countryside's future". 

Young Father Thames 
The Environment Agency has announced a £2 million 
investment to upgrade locks, weirs and other facilities to 
provide better access along the River Thames. 

Works will be carried out all along the famous rivers, in 
such places as Oxford, Reading, Henley-on-Thames, 
Windsor, Sunbury and Walton-on-Thames in a programme 
which started in November and will run through to March. 

The construction work will rejuvenate and boost 
navigation on the river. Currently, more than 24,000 
vessels are registered by the agency for use on the 
waterway, which also attracts many thousands of canoeists 
and rowers. 

Research figures indicate that between 10 and 12 
million people visit the Thames each year by boat, on foot, 
by bike or by car, between its source near Cirencester, in 
Gloucestershire, and Teddington, in South West London. 

Grant for Derby Canal 
The Inland Waterways Association recently announced a 
£3,000 grant to the Derby and Sandiacre Canal Trust to 
help fund a navigable culvert for the Derby Canal near 
Wilmorton College, Derby, which will pass the canal under a 
new link road which leads from London Road to Pride Park. 

The new culvert will form part of the proposed diversion 
of the canal from Wilmorton to Spondon, avoiding the 
original route into Derby which has now been redeveloped. 

Commented IWA council member John Baylis: "Since 
the original line of the canal was blocked by the A52 
bypass many years ago, there have been occasions when 
we have thought that the Derby Canal was never going to 
be restored. 

"Thinking has changed so much that had the A52 been 
set for building today, rather than all those years ago, it 
would most likely have been designed to leave the canal's 
original line intact. 

''As it is, Derby City Council has accommodated the 
diversion route in its plans for the link road and, with the 
IWP:,s help, we are finally able to build the culvert and 
continue with the restoration of the Derby Canal." 

On-stream advice 
The Environment Agency has introduced 'strong stream 
advice' on the Great Ouse, replacing the previous system of 
navigation closures. 

Interested marinas, boat clubs, canoe clubs, other 
organisations and individuals will receive advice on an 
automatic messaging system and will be notified personally 
when advice is issued for the Bedford to Earith section of 
the river. 

'Strong stream advice' advises users whenever the river 
is unsafe to navigate due to strong currents, overflows and 
when certain lock structures are being used to discharge 
floodwater. 

Appropriate 'strong stream advice' signage is being 
erected at lock landing stages to warn those navigating the 
river of its current state. A similar system has worked well 
on the River Thames for many years. 
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Lend a hand! 
Preparations for the year 2002 annual Devizes to 
Westminster Canoe Race are now well in hand and entry 
forms for prospective competitors are now available. 

Following the abandonment of the race in 2000 and 
cancellation of the event this year due to the foot and 
mouth disease crisis, all entry fees were refunded though 
the organisers still had to meet many normal costs. 

Says the events communications team leader Tony 
Roberts: "We now need to have a good event in 2002 - for 
the competitors, our accountant and our ongoing viability 
as a major event within the canoeing world. 

"The organisation of the event has been completely 
revised in a quest to simplify the administration and 
incorporate new technology. We now have dedicated teams 
to cover each facet of the race and they have been working 
for many months, under the direction of their team leaders, 
to prepare next year's competition at Easter." 

According to Tony, signs at present are pointing to 
strongly renewed interest in Devizes to Westminster, which 
is not only a superb competition in its own right but 
provides vital overall training in the months leading up to 
the test itself. This build-up could lead to the return of 
much of the old inter-club and unit rivalry which proved to 
be so exciting in the past. 

However, the rules and classes have been revised, 
which will need some careful handling during the race and 
the organisers say they will need some help. Says Tony 
Roberts: "We already have a dedicated band of volunteers 
who have remained loyal to the race over the years but 
things are a changing and more assistance is required. 

"As with all organisers, we have to be aware of the ever 
present shadow of dispute, which must be prevented by our 
own awareness and careful forward planning, the aim being 
to avoid problems at all times. What we now especially 
need is help on the communications, control and safety 
aspects of the race, particularly from those who have actual 
knowledge of the race and its topography, whether on the 
water or by land. 

"So where are the lads and lasses who have 
experienced the agony and ecstasy of the race? Who has 
sampled the euphoria of that final arrival at the steps and 
know the feeling of vowing never again - or of planning to 
do better next time. "These are probably the crews who 
paddled the Accords, Typhoons, Mirages and Gliders of 
past events. I'd also like to call on all the gallant supporters 
who struggled to keep their eyes open so they could catch 
that first paddle splash in the sunrise. Please, we could do 
with your help now! 

"We are also looking for sponsorship, so if you have 
done well in your business and career, a little drop of help 
from you in this direction would not be amiss." 

Contact: Tony Roberts at 12 The Ridgeway, 
Caversham, Reading, Berks RG4 8NX. Tel: 0118 
9477794 or e-mail: JuRb839@aol.com 

promises to be a very special celebration," says club 
membership secretary Richard Argue, adding, "In order to 
make the arrangements, we need an idea of how many will 
be attending and will send invites to every old member who 
makes contact. This can be done via our website at 
www.chalfontparkcc.org.uk and using the form on the 
'.Jubilee' page or by writing to me." 

Richard can be reached at 38 Glaisdale Road, 
Thatcham, Berkshire RG19 3XJ. 

· Quite a challenge 
The River Ancholme, at Brigg, is the venue for the Falcon 
North Lines Adventure Challenge, set for May 26. 

The event will involve a 22 mile bike ride, 6.5 miles of 
flatwater kayaking and a 6.5 mile run. 

Entries are now available from Ken Collier, 95 
Wshipton Road, Scunthorpe., N Lines DN16 3HJ or tel: 
01724 337958. Places will be limited to 60, solo or relay. 

All at sea 
Jersey, in the Channel Islands, will again be the venue for the International 
European Sea-Kayaking Symposium, the sixth in the series, from May 31 to 
June 7, 2002. 

Now in its 12th year the bi-annual event continues to draw paddlers . 
from across Europe and further afield to the island, whose 40 ft tidal range 
assures sea kayakers of some dramatic coastal and offshore paddling. 

Already, an impressive programme of kayaking trips and clinics has been 
planned, drawing on the in-depth experience of both local paddlers and well­ 
known names from across Europe. 

At a cost of £85 per person, the week-long programme of events gives 
sea kayakers the opportunity to enjoy a wide range of challenges. Whether 
it is a quiet coastal paddle along the southeast coast's superb inter-tidal 
zone, where miles of reefs are uncovered at low water, or caving on the 
north coast. 

Offshore, the famous Ecrehous islets and Paternosters beckon. Further 
afield the feudal island of Sark is a planned destination. To the south, the 
isolated Les Minquiers reef - home to the most southerly toilet in the 
British Isles! - offers possible relief to tired paddlers. 

Those who enjoy surf kayaking will be equally at home. With Jersey the 
current world champions in this branch of the sport, the west-facing beach 
at St Ouen's should offer plenty to keep the keen surf kayaker busy. 
Moreover, there should be no shortage of top level coaching from members 
of the Jersey team. 

For further details of this non-profit making event contact: Jerry Michel, 
46 Clos Des Ormes, La Verte Rue, St Lawrence, Jersey JE2 3 1JJ. Tel: 01534 
639390, or e-mail: flyingturtles@localdial.com 

www.jcc.org.je/symposium 

Poloagm 
The Canoe Polo agrn is set for Sunday December 2 at the 
headquarters of the 73rd Derby Scout Group, Allestree, 
Derby at 12 noon. Further details are available from Claire 
Turner on tel: 07931 350808 or e-mail: 
polo sec@hotmail.com 

Celebration time 
Berkshire's Chalfont Park Canoe Club is planning a special 
golden jubilee get-together on June 22 to celebrate its 
50th birthday. 

"We are trying to contact as many of our former 
members as possible to invite them along for what 
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l,{ayaking in the French Alps provides r \some excellent paddling for a range 
of abilities in comparatively clean rivers 
funded by glacial meltwater. In summer 
the weather is generally good and there 
are many scenic views to be digested. 

It was a perfect venue for John, Paul, 
Dan, Mary and myself. We knew each 
other from the canoe club at Sheffield 
Hallam University, and keen to.become 
more accomplished paddlers, and 
ultimately Kayak Coaches we embarked 
on a trip that would not only turn out to 
be great fun, but provided the pre­ 
requisite training necessary for coaching. 

This was arranged through a well 
recommended kayak school, Canoe 
Control. They offer extremely tailored 
kayak tuition and for us it was to result in 
our achieving our BCU 4*, Canoe Safety 
Test and White Water Safety & Rescue 
qualifications. 

Having booked for one week in fully 
catered camping accommodation for 
about £425 or so, which included the 
use of all their kayaking equipment, we 
set off on the Eurostar for Grenoble. 
There, we were met by Stewart 
Woodward - the top man at Canoe Control - who took us to our 
campsite, Les Vaudoiux, near Briancon, which claims to be the highest 
town in Europe. 

We arrived late at night and spent the next day (Saturday) finding 
our feet around the campsite and basking in some pretty powerful sun. 
Then we had a walk up to Les Vigneaux for a Scooby snack, which 
turned into a bit of a picnic by the river Gyronde, which runs through 
the campsite. 

The Gyronde, very turquoise, looked highly refreshing, but hey, this 
was meltwater and we soon realised that taking a swim in these waters 
was to be avoided at all cost! 

On Sunday, the trip officially kicked off. Stewart and his team - 
Darren Joy, Steve Fullard and Simon Westbrook - had no idea how 
good or bad we were as paddlers, despite what we told them! 

We started with a classroom chat on the riverbank of the Guisane, 
where we were introduced to the theory, structure and characteristics of 
an eddy. Following further advice on river reading, we discussed stoppers, 
rooster-tails, and trees and we were taught some hand signals. 

Then we padded our boats out, prized ourselves into them and 
glided out onto the Guisane at the La Salle section, which is the old 
slalom site. Darren and Steve looked on whilst we practiced breaking in 
and out of the flow. This was our first taste of how fast these rivers flow. 

After lunch we ran our first river, from Briangon to Prelles, on La 
Durance, a stretch of Grade 2-3 water. 

The tuition here was didactic - they did it, we did it and followed 

their line. We paddled down, breaking in 
and out of eddies, keeping things tight 
and controlled, whilst using the range of 
hand signals taught earlier to 
communicate with the convoy, until the 
'get-out' at Prelles. 

Back at the campsite, it was all hands 
on as we were hit by torrential rain. A · 
trench had to be dug across the front of 
the mess tent to prevent the water 
flooding in ! A look at the "tranquil" 
Gyronde? someone suggested. 

This was now a brown and raging 
torrent of deafening magnitude and was 
kicking like a donkey. Amongst the noises 
of the river the sound of boulders 
smashing into each other could be heard. 
They would come to rest having altered 
the geography of the river yet again. 
We went back to the mess tent for some 
shelter and the next lesson - don't play 
Monopoly with the Nepalese! Steve's wife 
Sonni was using her ruthless Himalayan 
survival tactics to accumulate more dash 
than the bank. 

Monday saw a change in the weather. 
It was still cool but sunnier than the 
previous day. Simon and Darren took us 

to I'Argentiere, which is where the new all-singing slalom course is 
situated on La Durance, paralleled by a training lake. 

On the lake, we worked on our paddling style and efficiency, use of 
edges, knees, legs, feet, support stokes and rudders. 

After a good helping of jambon, Camembert et du pain on the river 
bank, we paddled down the Durance to St Crepin. 

We continued to hone those breaking in and out skills, as well as now 
developing river observations for trees and stoppers, spacing and 
communication, as taught previously. However, John struggled to explain 
how he broke his paddle. Stewart promptly interrupted "Who's paddle?" 

We found a reasonable wave at St Clement, which we played on 
while Mary opted to spectate and take some photos for the club 
website www.shucanoe.co.uk. 

Tuesday morning and Simon correctly guessed we'd all have sore 
heads and several jugs of water were on the breakfast table waiting, 
which we gratefully devoured before our croissants and eggie bread! 

Then it was off to Embrun - a huge meltwater lake contoured with 
rows of holidaymakers sunbathing and PGL adventurers. Today we 
would complete our canoe safety test with Darren. 

For most of us this was a formality, but none-the-less needed 
doing. After watching John flatwater cartwheel a Dagger Redline we 
worked through the various kayak rescue techniques, towing methods, 
line throwing and rapid re-coiling. 

We then tackled a series of scenarios set by Darren which were to 
emulate typical river situations that could be expected on a trip with 
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less able paddlers. Dan, now suffering from sunburn, 
refused to believe that a person would in reality 
clamber from the water on to his kayak and kiss him 
as Paul did. 

Beer o'clock crept round once more, so off we went back to camp 
having completed our CST. 

Wednesday was typically English - overcast, wet and cold! We 
practiced our river-running skills with Stewart and Simon on the Upper 
Guisane down to La Durance. 

Under the close supervision of the ever safety-conscious Stewart, 
we each took it in turns to lead the group, survey the river ahead and 
give appropriate communications to the group. It was a good morning's 
paddling with everyone having a go - it was much harder than it sounds 
as there is so much to think about. 

Wet and cold, we went back to the campsite for some soup. When 
asked what soup it was, the reply was: "Green!" Green soup it indeed 
was, and very welcome too! 

Warmed up, ready to go again and with Mary having withdrawn 
from the afternoon session, the four of us ran the Gyronde from the 
campsite to the slalom course at l'Argentlere, This was a river with a 
slope on it! It was running very fast, quite shallow and littered with the 
shiny patches that indicate obstructions lurking just under the surface 
and made more obvious by the rooster tails of the stopper that lurked 
just beyond. 

Concentration, a positive attitude and astute observation were all 
required here - all this to focus on and you are still looking for an eddy 
to drop into that isn't shadowed by trees just managing to clutch to the 
river bank a little while longer before finally giving way to soil erosion. 

After some stiff feedback from Stewart about our initial descent we 
continued down to the slalom site at l'Argentiere where Mary and 
Darren we waiting with videos and cameras. 

We ran it a couple of times - with all the action caught on camera, 
including the camerawoman being taken out by Dan on the riverbank 
swinging round with his boat on his shoulder. We might get £250 for 
that on YBF! No one swam, much to Stewart's relief. 

Thursday morning was spent in the sun on the campsite as we 
went through some of the theory aspects of the white water safety and 
rescue course that we wanted to complete. 

It was after this input that we all cringed about some of the trips we 
had been on previously that fortunately had all passed without incident 
despite the incompetence. But if our club was like any other club our 
message is that these courses we were doing are imperative in order 
for all trip goers to safely enjoy themselves in future. Having kit is one 
thing, but realising it's importance and knowing how to use and 
correctly deploy it is another. 

During the afternoon, we continued our river-running education with 
Stewart and Steve. This time we paddled the Guil River at the Mont 
Dauphin Gorge and developed our scouting and various eddying-down 
techniques including leapfrogging. 

On Friday, the theory from Thursday was put into practice at St 
Clement, on the Durance. All the dry suits (those who possessed them) 
and thermals were called for as it was time to get wet in water that was 
only fluid because it was moving! 

The first exercise was to swim out 
into the flow and demonstrate our ability 
to swim aggressively through an eddy 
line into the relative calm and safety of 
an eddy. We then practiced our line 
throwing, with rope to swimmer rescues, 
followed by boat to swimmer rescues 
and chest harness release exercises. We wrapped the morning up with 
'coach on a rope' teamwork exercises and practiced the various roping 
configurations discussed on the campsite on Thursday to effect 
rescues. All good stuff. 

By now we were realising the volume of what we had learned during 
the week, despite believing that we were competent paddlers at the 
start of the trip. Filled with confidence on our last afternoon, we asked 
if we could paddle some 'Bigger Stuff'. 

We paddled down the Durance again to Rabioux from St Clement, 
where our request was effectively met. The 'Rabioux Waves' were 
excellent. This section of river was very popular with other boaters and 
rafters so you had to wait your turn. 

As the hole became free, you asserted your position, punched and 
boofed across the eddyline and dropped down into the hole. The flow 
streaked past, the noise of the water boiling behind you was deafening. 
Rising up onto it, your boat thrashed round like riding a bronco - a lean 
forward, a few quick 
strokes and a desire 
to get hold of it 
again dropped you 
back in again to surf 
or maybe run a few 
slick tricks. 

This was addictive and no 
matter how many times you did 
it, the desire to continue to play 
on it just one more time was 
there. But a horizontal slicing 
movement of Darren's hand in 
front of his neck from the 
riverbank indicated the day, and 
the trip was over. 

That was it. This had been 
an excellent week's holiday and 
a massive success in terms of 
us all now having greater 
knowledge, awareness and skill 
in order to continue to safely 
enjoy this wonderful sport. We 
all returned with the 
qualifications we required taking 
us a step closer to becoming 
competent coaches. 

i n f o 

Many thanks to 
Stewart and his team 
of coaches for such an 
enjoyable and 
rewarding time; the 
kitchen staff for 
constantly turning out 
some excellent camp 
fodder and we look 
forward to being there 
next year in greater 
numbers. Hallam 
Canoe Club's website 
can be found at: 
ww,11. ka akcr. freeserve.co.uk 
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Just the job for 
you? 

Aided by an able and 
dedicated team, Peter 

Davey has rUI1 the national 
sprint regattas at 

Nottingham for several 
years. Due to heavy work 
commitments, Peter has 
now reluctantly decided 
that he can no longer 
continue in his regatta 

organiser role. 
This job - a most 

important role which is 
essential for the success 
of our sport - is therefore 

now vacant. If you are 
interested in taking over 

from Peter and would like 
to find out more, please 
contact either Roland 
Lawler on tel: 01784 

454772 or Peter Davey 
on tel: 01372 464472. 

Some previous experience 
of organising, especially of 

canoeing events. Would 
be highly desirable. 

In view of the demands of 
the job, a fee in the region 

of £5,000 per year is 
envisaged. 

Wye not help? 
Unfortunately, the foot and 
mouth crisis has taken its 
toll where the River Wye 

Symonds Yat Rapids 
project is concerned by 

preventing the necessary 
survey work from being 

carried out so that 
detailed plans for the river 
and other works could be 

prepared. 
However, the project is 

now back on course and 
the BCU South West 

regional committee will be 
seeking drainage consent 

and will be dealing with 
the planning situation later 

this year. If these are 
satisfactory then the final 
details of the agreement 

with the Forestry 
Commissioners will be 

dealt with. 
All that then prevents us 

from purchasing the rapids 
is money! To make 

donations and give letters 
of support, contact: 

Veronica Westlake, 33 
Golden Vale, 

Churchdown, Gloucester 
GL3 2LU, 

tel/fax: 01452 531218. 

Book in now 
BCU member Andy Biddulph is managing editor of Midland 
Bricks & Tiles Publishers Ltd, a non-profit arts organisation 
set up for the promotion of artists and writers that is 
busking books and images on the internet. 

Andy tells CF: ''As a BCU member, I am thinking that this 
platform could serve as a cheap and cheerful method of 
disseminating information between members and promoting 
canoeing in general and especially recreational canoeing. 

"Our aim is to make the writing talents of ordinary 
people available to the reading public, freed from the 
commercial restraints of expensive printing, distribution and 
the mega-buck book launch. We started in April and are 
seeking to steadily expand our publication list, especially 
when it comes to non-fiction works. Authors can get their 
work onto our website without cost and will then receive 
royalties which come from donations made to the site by its 
visitors. What happens is that we offer free downloads but 
then invite users to make a voluntary donation, so, in 
effect, it's a busking operation. Because the publication 
costs are low, the only criteria for accepting works for 
publication is quality. Midland Bricks & Tiles can publish 
works of any size, from a few pages to a massive tome. 

"The royalty rate is one royalty unit per 1,000 words 
and the value of the royalty unit will depend on the surplus 
of donations over the cost of running the site, which is a 
non-profit organisation." 

If you are keen to get your paddling writings into print, 
take a look at the artists and writers page on the MBT web 
site at www.midlandbricksandtiles.btinternet.co.uk. 

Make your mark 
Given the number of canoes which go missing, the Boating 
Industry's Boatmark security marking scheme, an electronic 
chip-based tagging system launched at the recent 
Southampton Boat Show, should be of interest to 
members. This major step has been made possible by the 
government's 'Chipping Of Goods' initiative, which offers 
funding to establish industry-wide projects that will increase 
the use of electronic tagging to protect personal property. 

Commenting on the launch, the Home Office minister, 
John Denham, who has overall responsibility for crime 
reduction said: "Crooks are using increasingly sophisticated 
methods to commit crime and we too must harness 
technology if we are to catch them. By using state-of-the­ 
art electronic tags, the Boatmark scheme will act as a 
powerful deterrent to criminals, making it less attractive to 
steal marine craft and easier to recover and return them to · 
their rightful owners. The existing Boatmark registration 
scheme, operated in partnership between the British 
Marine Industries Federation and HPI Ltd, has been in 
operation for more than five years. The scheme, which is 
based on a visible hull identification number, will in future 
offer the added security of an electronic tag that will be 
securely embedded in a canoe's hull. 

Welsh vision 
The Countryside Council for Wales has announced its vision 
for the natural environment of the Principality as it should 
be in 2010 and the contribution it should make to the 
economic and social wellbeing of everyone in Wales, 
residents and visitors alike. 

CCW is committed to working with partners to ensure 
that Wales develops landscapes of more distinctive 
character; more wildlife on land and in the sea; economic 
development that respects the natural environment and its 
historical and cultural heritage and greater access to the 
countryside and coast for all its people and its visitors, 
increasing their wellbeing and enjoyment. 

Says CCW chairman John Lloyd Jones: "If the saga of 
the foot and mouth tragedy has shown anything, it is the 
integrated nature of our rural and urban economies and 
society. We must improve the quality of our natural 
environment for other aspects of Welsh life to flourish. 

"We can take some pride in many aspects of our 
environment - enjoyed by the millions of thousands of 
visitors to our countryside, our rivers and our coast every 
year. But we need to acknowledge that our acts have also 
led to an impoverishment of the environment, a loss of 
character in our landscape and in the number and variety 
of plants and animals which share our lands and seas." 

The vision statement sets out what CCW is determined 
to achieve by 2010. Many of the actions will be carried out 
by CCW itself but some will be undertaken by other 
organisations, equally committed to the future wellbeing of 
the Welsh environment. 

Among the challenging but achievable targets are 
several items of key interest to paddlers, there include 
improving the water quality of lakes, rivers and streams; 
setting up immediate response systems to minimise 
pollution arising from accidents at sea and siting offshore 
developments to safeguard important wildlife areas and to 
avoid unacceptable visual intrusion from the land. 
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THE TWO KAYAK WIDE 
TRAILERS 
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( 2 - 10 kayaks) 
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( 
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The 6 trailers 
shown here 
are just a few 
of the options 
available. 
Each trailer is 
built to suit 
the customers 
requirements. 
Full details in 
the brochure 

- 
BCU Approved Centre 

Teesside White 
Water Centre 
Tel:·o·t642 67.8000. 

THREE KAYAK WIDE TRAILER 
max 7 high · -• 
(21 kayaks) 

15 kayak model 
with the aluminium 
Keepsate 

3 layer - Open box, drop tail & PVC 
cover 

All boxes optional - GRP, Mesh 
& Aluminium boxes are lockable 

l L THE MARK FOUR One Design 
(6 kayaks or 2 Canadians per layer 

4 layers) 

All models include lights & jockey wheel 
All trailers are hot dipped galvanised 

Full range of accessories 
2.-c~·ncluding Security Wheel Clamps 
.J Number Plates & Straps 
j Mail order or collect direct 
~ _ Opening hours 
~~on- Fri 8.0- 5.30 Sat 9.0 - 3.0 

' l·f [vfP'.l 1254A Havant Road Hayling Island 
. Hampshire PO11 0LW 

For free brochure 
price list & friendly 
professional service 

Call 023 92 464176 
Fax 023 92 463069 

email haylingtrailers@btclick.com 
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BRITISH 
CANOE e~ Peak UK 2001 white, 

BCU Paddlefest Holme Pierrepont 
Nottingham October 6- 7 
T17is year's final of the multi discipline playboating Peak 
I Whitewater challenge was part of the annual Autumn 

BCU Paddlefest at the National Watersports Centre at 
Holme Pierrepont, Nottingham. The event attracted many 
paddlers including members of the Welsh Freestyle Squad 
and Olympians Laura Blakeman and Nick Smith. 

Downriver, the first leg of the the event competition was 
the mass-start head-to-head downriver. This is the big one, 
now feared due to previous reputation by most paddlers 

Richard Chrimes 

taking part. 120 paddlers lined up on the far side of the 
watersports centre regatta lake. Le Man's style they run 
down the lake shore, get in as quick as possible, sprinted 
hard as across the lake, run the portage over the hill, seal 
launch into the Winfield Pool, race across it, through the 
tunnel, then off down to the bottom bridge of the slalom 
course. Sounds tiring, just reading about it ... Welshman 
Sledd Lloyd led the strong field to the end, taking the men's 
victory paddling a speedy Trickster. Richard Chrimes came 
home top junior and Lara Tipper top lady. Olympian Nick 

Smith sped 
down the course 
in his now relic 
Riot Hammer to 
take the Cl 
victory. 

Paddlers 
had a few free 
hours to use 
the course 
between 
events. The 
girls from Red 
Bull came down 
and gave 
sample drinks 
to all the 

competitors. Paddlers could also take part in Paddlefest 
clinics or demo the latest toys. 

Extreme Slalom 
The second event of the day, the extreme slalom ran from 
the top of the course to the middle bridge. The course 
consisted of a tricky figure of eight move on the inlet gate, 
off down through the now familiar Snakey move, run 
through a few trad slalom gates, pull a cartwheel, wave 
wheel and more, then race as quick as these playboats will 
go to the finish. Sporting a fine mullet, local raft guide Paul 
Shepherd took the men's win with a speedy clean run. Tom 
Emmerson took the junior win with Paula Floyd top lady. 

Party on ... 
After a big day on the river it was time to relax and party at 
the rugby club beside the Peak shop. Kayakers packed the 
club to hear their Peak UK id10t5 video soundtrack 
favourites Burdock. Support was provided by local Trent 
Boulevard kayaker band Clutchin' at Straws and a giant 
inflatable penis (which was stolen!! Can they have it back 
please?). 

Burdock opened their set with the classic Everyone. 
The packed audience knowing every word bounced their 
way through all the favourites then onto Peak UK's anthem 
Tom Said. With the absence ofTom the Sprout, a couple of 
Tom substitutes got on stage to sing along. Being totally 
useless, the two Toms had to be helped out by the real 
Burdock fans in the crowd. 

Next up, it was the turn of event organiser Snakey to 
sing along to a cover of Elastica's Vaseline. Snakey put on 
a good show even with someone smearing Vaseline all over 
his face. The pressures of being a pop star hey! 

Burdock continued on through all the classics such 
Hope you catch something Nasty and DD Debbie. They 
entertained all until the final encores - a country and 
western punk styley cover and Motorhead's Ace of Spades 
finished the evening off with style. 

Freestyle 
A dazed and confused day dawned. it was Freestyle 
Sunday: 120 paddlers to do two 45 second runs each in 
the Plug and Muncher holes. It was a big day for the 
judges. Fortunately the weather forecast was wrong and the 
heavy rain and gale force winds were holding off well. 

Nottingham having a permanent score board gave Peak 
. UK tech man Matt Stephens a chance to demonstrate his 
Palmtop instant freestyle scoring system. The top ten men 
qualified through to an exciting final with many new moves 
being pulled including awesome kickflip entries, air loops, 
and tricky woos. Junior Richard Chrimes kicked everyone's 
ass with the biggest scoring run ever in a UK event. Ex 
junior world champion Mark Birkbeck placed second with 
event chief Pete Astles placing third. Top placed lady was 
Lynsey Evans. 

Just as the event was finishing, the delayed bad 
weather arrived. Strong winds and torrential rain hampered 
the prize giving. Overall placings for this event went to: Paul 
Shepherd in the men's and Richard Chrimes as top junior . 
Lynsey Evans was top lady with Eleanor Rutter top junior. 

2001 combined series points and overall champion 
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Nater challenge final 
singing fish prizes were awarded 
to Pete Astles in the men's event, 
Lynsey Evans as top lady, Richard 
Chrimes top junior and Lowri 
Davis top junior lady. Well done. 

I'm pretty sure a good time 
has been had by all involved with 
this year's Peak Challenge. We 
have big plans for next year with 
new venues and categories. See 
you all soon. 

Thanks to everyone for 
turning up, having a good 
time,paddling, helping etc, I Lowri Davies 
especially the officials: Su, 

Fun at the weir 
The autumn sun was out 
and the scene was set for 

KA4f•CJACKO the inaugural KayakoJacko 
Boulters Weir Rodeo. 
Despite being a playboat 

favourite for some years, Boulters has not previously hosted 
a rodeo. However, following redevelopment work and a 
unique co-operation between the Environment Agency the 
British Canoe Union and local canoeists, the venue is now 
ideal for boater's to go and test their metal. 

The site has been described as a bit on the gnarly side, 
but this was not in evidence on the day. The variety of moves 
pulled during the competition were staggering. It was even 
worth watching the eddies to see some cool moves being 
performed in some weird looking boats! This became even 
more evident when a 1V camera crew appeared. 

Proceedings started in a relaxed manner, with Jacko 
briefing the competitors and giving some background to 
how the facility had been created. This was followed by the 
chief judge, Roy Simpson, who explained the scoring 
system for the day. 

The novice section was held first. As there were only a 
handful of competitors there was little or no rest between runs 
for these guys. This was a real test of fitness as well as skill 
level. Following some game runs, Richard Yates was 
eventually deemed the winner, with Ali Marshall the runner up. 

The junior event was probably the most competitive of 
the day. Despite being on the water for ages practising, 
these guys showed no sign of running out of steam. The 
level of control for this group was really impressive and is 
sure to have the seniors looking nervously over their 
shoulder. Mark Birkbeck took top spot with Carl Leahy and 
Sam Ellis second and third respectively. 

The ladies were very well represented in this 
competition, which may surprise some, given the reputation 
of the site. The girls ran in some gutsy displays to show 
some great boat control and shear bottle, the outcome 
being Hazel Wilson in first place, followed by Paula Floyd 
second and Louise Wigmore in third. 

Time for the Cl boys to strut their stuff. It never ceases 
to amaze how these folks do it. Isn't it difficult enough with 

Nanny, Matt Treena, Roy, Mike, 
Austen, Hippy Dave plus anyone 
else that helped. Also thanks to all 
the event sponsors: Peak UK, Riot, 
Necky, Pyranha, Reed, Canolfan 
Tryweryn, Playboating/ Canoe 
Kayak mags, Teva and more. Big 
thanks to Clutchin' at Straws and 
Burdock for evening 
entertainment. Thanks to Mike 
and the BCU folk for making this 
event possible. For full results 
checkout www.peakuk.com. For 
Burdock info check out 
www.burdockweb.co.uk 

two blades? The skill and sheer finesse of the Cl boaters 
made for an entertaining class. Oliver Castle took top prize 
for his efforts. 

The grand finale was the senior men's event. This was the 
largest field, with entries ranging from the young guns to 
seasoned 'Team Worzel' vets. After an array of loops and 
wheels the judge's verdict was a win for Pete Astles, with the 
juniors, in the shape of Carl and Sam, snapping at his heals. 

The site has to be one of the best for spectators. You are 
that close to the action you can hear the judge's pencil 
marking the scores. What was particularly pleasing was that a 
good number of very interested members of the public 
watched the event. 

Another spectator was stationed 
about 200 yards away from the action, 
watching the event while doing a spot of 
fishing and landing a nice carp followed 
by a large and very lively pike. Who said 
our two sports cannot co-exist? 

Thank to all the competitors, Judges 
and spectators for their efforts. Also 
thanks to Perception and Nookie who 
sponsored the event and the Marshall 
folks - and cheers to KayakoJacko for a 
cool day. See ya next time. 

For more details and more photos 
take a look at www.kayakojacko.co.uk 
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K1 Men 
1, Simon Jackson, 230.85 
2, Paul Ratcliffe, 231.49 
3, Etienne Stott, 232.41 

K1L 
1, Fiona Pennie, 260.27 
2, Anyta Jayes, 268.37 

3, Nerys Rowlands, 271.73 

C1 
1, Daniel Goddard, 261.99 
2, David Florence, 267.40 

3, Andrew Hamilton, 267 .51 

C2 
1, J Roden/ A Roden, 280. 72 
2, S Green/ P Green, 326.4 7 

3, C Moore/ T Matthews, 
capsized 

National Ranking 
Champions 2001 

K1Men 
Philip Hayward Rosebowl 

Paul Ratcliffe 
K1 Ladies 

Liz Sharman Trophy 
Fiona Pennie 

C1 
TSB Trophy 
Rob Turner 

C2 
Strearnlyte Trophy 

Philip & Steven Green 
Junior Champions 

K1 Men J18 
Colin Ralph Trophy 

Ryan Yates 
K1 Ladles J18 

Slalom Committee Trophy 
Claire Harrower 

Ci 
Simon Warden Trophy 

Daniel Goddard 
C2 

Warrington CC Trophy 
D Goddard/ W Greensrnith 

Ki MenJ16 
IBM Trophy 

Aynsley Buggy 
Ki Ladies J16 

Cheltenham & Gloucester 
Anneka Brewster 

Final National Ranking 
Prem i er Fi na I Llangollen Saturoay October 27, 2001 

Saturday's men's race was won by Simon Jackson from 
Tees, who appears to be on the start of a new winning run, 
having won the British Open on the same stretch of water 
only a week before. 

Jackson achieved his first championship win in men's 
kayak, three years after being junior British Open 
champion, marking a good season of domestic premier 
results for him. 

Fiona Pennie sought revenge on Llangollen's local girl 
Anita Jayes in ladies kayak. Jayes had won the British Open · 
on the previous weekend, with Pennie second. 

Fiona Pennie becomes ladies 
national ranking premier champion. 
This is her first win of the Premier 
national title but comes only a year 
after being junior national 
champion. 

Junior paddler Daniel Goddard 
won by more than five seconds in 
the Canadian singles event. Rob 
Turner had already secured the 
national championship title for the 
second year with five race wins. 

In Canadian doubles, Philip & 
Steven Green collected a 50 second 
penalty to finish some way behind 
James & Andrew Roden. 
Nevertheless the Greens collected 
their six national title since 1993. 
Pies by Robin Vowles 

International 
Ki Men 

1. Julien Dekarczyk, France 104.0 
2. Simon Jackson, England,104.5 

3. Fabian Derfler , J Germany, 104.8 

Ki Ladies 
1. Anita Jayes, Wales, 122.6 

2. Fiona Pennie, Scotland,124. 7 
3. Kim Walsh, Scotland, 124.7 

Ci 
1. Jerome Legall, France, 114.4 

2, Stuart McIntosh, England,114.9 
3, Daniel Goddard, J England, 118.1 

C2 
1. J Roden/ A Roden, England,124.02 

2. A Burt/ A Nicoll, Wales, 193.2 
3. C Brown/ S Pitt, Scotland, 233.3 

British Open Champions 2001 
Simon Jackson, Four Seasons 

Ryan Yates, J18, Bradford & Bingley 
Sam Lyons, J16, Yat Racers 
Edward Kay, J14, Aberdeen 

Anita Jayes, Llangollen 
Tracey Kinniburgh, J18, CR Cats 

Anneka Brewster, J16, Paddle Plus 
Stuart McIntosh, Arrowcraft 

Daniel Goddard, J18, Stafford & Stone 
Roden/Roden, Stafford & Stone 

The Denbighshire Award for best Welsh 
Junior paddler in the British Open was 

awarded by the chairman of 
Denbighshire Council to Torn Wakeling. 

Wild Welsh waters 
John Gregory reports on the British Open and International Canoe Slalom 
Scotland's ladies had to be content with second and third place behind Llangollen's local girl Anita Jayes in ladies 
kayak at the British Open and International on the River Dee. Fiona Pennie was second and Kim Walsh third, 
having won in qualification. 

Janine Dickie became the youngest competitor to compete in the British Open but found Saturday's 
conditions just a little too overpowering and took a swim after Town Falls. Nevertheless she returned for more in 
the Division One the following day. 

The River Dee had swollen over the Friday night following torrential rain, creating thick brown spate conditions. 
The race was delayed as a new 18 gate course had to be set on the Saturday morning. The event comprised no 
practice, and two qualification accumulate runs leading to a one run final on a new course for the top boats. 

Competitors had focused in from as far as New Zealand to attend the Llangollen Canoe Slalom Festival 
International and British Open. Not surprisingly there were only a handful of competitors who accomplished runs 
without penalties. 

Simon Jackson, from Tees, achieved his first championship win in men's kayak, three years after being junior 
British Open champion. This marks a good season of domestic Premier results. 

Mark Ratcliffe, 25, brother of Olympic silver medallist Paul, continued to ascend towards thetop of British 
canoe slalom by finishing third in the British Open. Stuart McIntosh competed in this his first and only race in the 
UK this year. He won qualification and finished the final four seconds ahead of second placed Brit Dan Goddard. 

The international race saw some impressive results from French and German paddlers who are evidently used 
to the bigger volume white water rivers than are their British competitors. The French won both the Canadian 
singles and men's kayak classes. 

The Daily Telegraph picked up the battle between Paul and Mark Ratcliffe and Janine Dickie's exploit as the 
youngest ever competitor in the British Open. 
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Organiser Dave Pennant recounts a great 
weekend kayaking on the Welsh coast 

"Please apologise but tell them we're full": 
that was the message that I had to relay for 
the two weeks leading up to Cwm Pennant's 
annual sea kayaking festival. Whilst I don't 
like turning people away there is a limit to 
the number that can be squeezed into our 
lecture room. And so it was that on the 
weekend of Sept 7-9, some 60- or was it 
more? - people turned up for our annual 
event. 

The programme offered the usual mixture 
tical coaching sessions and a short 

Saturday, and a longer trip on 
ksan 

We bave been pretty - - · . --~-..;;;- 
lucky with t~ather over the last four years and the Saturday was 
110 exception. After anihit;ial welcome and briefing we allneaded off - 

, for the short drive·to the picturesque bay at'Borth y Gest, and divided 
up into differing ability groups. 

The sessions '!Vere informal, with Derek Hutchinson ~urt 
in one part of the bay and other groups gradually dispersing around 
the estuary as the mood took them. 

At-high tide the Glaslyn and Dwyryd estuaries provide a large 
shallow and sheltered paddling--are'ii, withthe mountains of 
~ia offering a stunning backdrop. 
~~ had bee1: for each group to work independently_ in the 

morning, and then all meet up at Portmerion for lunch. By the time 
that I went afloat I could only see three out of the five groups, but was 
reassured that as they were all in safe hands I needn't worry. 

As scheduled, we met up for lunch, arriving at the rendezvous 
dead on high water - or at least the three groups that I had seen 
during morning did. Of the others there was still no sign. It 
subsequently transpired that one group had gone right up the Dwyryd 
river with the tide, and the other had lost all track of time and were at 
least an hour adrift with their lunch plans. \ 

Still, after a pleasant break sitting on a sandbank in the sun, we 
headed off back down the estuary. A head wind had started to pick up 
arid one group set off back for our start point at Borth y Gest, whilst 
the rest of us decided to head off along the coast to Criccieth. 

The Glaslyn estuary has a tidal bar which can provide very 
interesting paddling conditions in a wind-against-tide situation 

shore. 
The wind had now 

_ mcreased.and was gusting 
"-- force five, leadingto a good 

work-out and one practical 
_!jeep-water rescue demoostration 

once we emerged into open water. __ 
At Criccieth we pulled up onto the beach and parked the 

kayaks on either side of the slipway whilst we waited for the minibus 
to ferry the-car drivers back to get their vehicles. I was suddenly 
accosted by an ira. te man, complai_!:li~t ~ng the 
slipway, and that if the~oat had to be'~ed tosave us it 
wouldn't be able to get a ~~ _yte wetjJn the way. I did try to. 
point out the illogic of his argument, as the fact we wer1t•lfiliilMre 
meant that we didn't need saving. 

As a long time supporter of the RNU, I didn't think that hi&. 
attitude was exactly guaranteed to win friends or promote his ceusa, I 
pointed out that we would happily move the boats. and thafit could be 
done in a lot less time than it would take the crew to arrive ancrget 
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kitted out. He then got into his car and 
disappeared as quickly as he had arrived, 
without ever having introducing himself, and 
leaving me astounded by his outburst. 

Saturday evening's lectures consisted of two slide presentations, 
one on Cwm Pennant's summer expedition to Newfoundland, and the 
second on the first all-female circumnavigation of Wales. Fiona 
Whitehead gave a spirited and very individual account of her trip, which 
included a practical (well almost) demonstration of how to relieve 
oneself whilst at sea in a kayak. Unbeknown to me she had seriously 
considered carrying two sea kayaks upstairs into the lecture room to 
aid the demonstration. 

The weather forecast for Sunday was less than helpful and 
although dry, the day dawned windy as forecast. With the wind a 
northwesterly, force five to six, the thought of everyone being blown out 
to sea wasn't the most attractive option, and the decision was taken to 
have a mass paddle ~P the Mawddach estuary. I don't think that 
Barmouth has ever seen so many sea kayakers descending on the 
town and after what seemed to take ages everyone was afloat and 
heading up the river. With a midday high water we had tidal assistance 

in both directions, although that didn't stop several paddlers finding the 
occasional sandbank to walk across on the return trip. 

The trip was a great social occasion, with small groups of paddlers 
exchanging experiences and discussing everything from trips to 
coaching, and the relative merits of different kayak designs. When we 
got back down to Barmouth the wind was still blowing strongly out in 
the bay and the white horses confirmed that we had made the right 
decision. We said our goodbyes in the car park with most people 
heading home from there. 

It had been a great weekend but as with all such events it wouldn't 
have been possible without.a lot of help and support. My thanks go out 
to all the coaches who helped me run the event, to Fiona and Sue (HM 
Coastguard) who contributed to the lecture programme, to P&H, Nigel 
Dennis, and Kirton Kayaks, who supplied demo kayaks for the 
weekend, and not least to the Cwm Pennant staff who helped with the 
admin, driving, bonfire building, and in particular to Mary and her team 
for the superb catering . 

Three men in three boats 
T17e idea was kindled during an 
I Easter climbing jaunt along the 

North Cornish Coast. In this 
beautiful setting, an awe-inspiring 
view can be savoured over the sea 
on a clear day. There, in the 
distance, stands the imposing 
outline of Lundy Island. 

As a child holidaying in the 
area, I had often gazed across the 
wide expanse of water and felt an 
urge to visit this distant hunk of 
land and explore its mystic nooks 
and crannies. 

Unbeknown to myself, my 
climbing partner, Simon Hammond, 
shared the same dreJm of taking a 
trip over to climb on the high­ 
quality sea cliffs that the island 
exhibits. What Simon was able to 
add to the scheme of things was 
the transportation arrangement. 
Sea kayaks were the call of the 
day, and he knew where he could 

A young one, a someone and a not so young 
one head for Lundy Island. Tim Taylor tells the 

story of a perfect paddle and some great 
climbing 

borrow some. Being a novice 
paddler, I turned to my bible, the 0, 
to swot up on the art of sea 
crossing. One point was bought to 
mind through this and talking to 
those in the know: "Less than 
three, there should never be". 

To fill this necessary final place 
on our expedition, we decided that 
we should attract someone who 
would be able to look after 
themselves, was a first class 
kayaker specialising in sea 
crossing, a high-grade lead climber, 
and an endurance expert with a 
degree in surviving the unknown. 
After all, this was a serious trip. Not 
an easy call. However, after 
frustratingly failing to identify 
someone to fill these criteria, we 
happen to mention the trip to 
Bryce Barr, experienced paddler, 
local health food store proprietor 
and all-round good bloke, who 
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Time to leave, Bryce and Simon, 
limbering up for the paddle 

jumped at the chance for a 
bit of adventure. 

The chosen boats, Kirton 
lnuks, were delivered, 
camping kit dusted off and 
climbing rack assembled, 
and we were ready-to-rock. 

I was happy that my 
inexperience as a kayaker 
would be well compensated 
for by Simon and Bryce's 
wealth of knowledge. I 
gathered together all my 
enthusiasm and met the 
other guys at Hartland Quay, 
the launching point of the trip. As the 
sea mist started to part that Tuesday 
morning we caught our first glimpse of 
the day's paddling ahead. 

Bryce, arriving last of all, having had 
a barney with his missus, was not quite 

· the epitome of a seasoned paddler. With 
black sacks, string vest and unshaven 
appearance he looked more like the 
local tramp (for those of you who have 
not heard of this living legend, Bryce is a 
58-year-old teenager, mad for it and 
great with it). 

We were soon away as planned, with Bryce muttering about his 
lack of paddle fitness. Blimey! I thought to myself, what's paddle 
fitness got to· do with it? Which way do I hold this thing? 

As I ventured out into the sea for the first time ever in this great 
vessel, I could only contemplate the possible disaster that lay ahead. I 
think the other guys would agree that I wasn't quite my normal chatty 
self, as I braced those knees for support, deployed low support strokes 
one after another and slowly edged my way out into the depths of the 

111P~ sea. 
Bryce, of course, 
started out setting 
the pace, with 
Simon winging it 
behind him and then 
there was me. the 
novice, splashing 
along behind, slowly 
mastering the art of 
getting the boat 
moving in the 
general direction 
that we were 

heading, 
The sea conditions were fair, 
although it felt rather lumpy to 
me. In the spirit of things we 
rafted together in order to 
assess the situation and get 
some food on board. To my 
slight amusement we couldn't 
stay together for long as top­ 
notch hard-arse paddler Simon 
was feeling the affects of 
seasickness, and wanted to get 
moving again. By the time we 
were getting close to the island I 
was well settled in and feeling 
comfortable with my ability. 
We landed on Lundy after just 

two hours and forty-five 
minutes paddling, Bryce 
having set a fierce pace all 
the way. Stowing the boats 
away in a cave we started out 
on a huge carry of all our 
equipment to the campsite. 
Simon, adamant that there 
would not be drinking water 
on the island, insisted on 
manhandling a 10-litre drum 
of water up the hill to the 
campsite, a carry that almost 
killed him. Now for an island 
with a floating population of 

over a hundred not to have a drinking 
water supply would appear strange to 
me, but then again, it takes all sorts. As 
I'd guessed would be the case, I can 
safely say that during our stay we didn't 
go thirsty and definitely didn't impose a 
drain on the Lundy water resource. 
Within minutes of arriving at the 
camping area, we had made our mark, 
an array of mess surrounding our small 
tent. Having enjoyed a snack of fresh 
fruit provided by Mr Health food Bryce 
himself, complemented perfectly by the 

array of sweets, chocolate bars and nuts that Simon and I had selected 
to bring as our rations, we set out for our afternoon's climbing. 

The infamous 'Devil's Slide' was a must to be climbed; a classic 
route for its grade, including three pitches that make for a perfect 
introduction to the Lundy granite. Simon had the first lead of the day, 
bringing Bryce and me up the slab together. Then it was my turn to set 
the route and lead on through. Now I don't know if it was my over­ 
enthusiasm or perhaps ignorance of the safety issues, but, placing 
three pieces of protection over a 40-metre pitch and only remembering 
to clip the rope into two, doesn't fill fellow climbers with confidence in 
your personal climbing ability. 

That said, all went well and we returned to the campsite well 
satisfied and ready for a much-needed good night's sleep. However, 
wherever you go, there is always one snorer, Simon filling this role with 
impetuous groans and grunting throughout the night. Even Bryce's 
razor sharp elbows didn't manage to hush the snorting monster. 

After a beautiful fried breakfast in The Tavern, Lundy's 
pub/restaurant, it was time for another epic adventure on the rock face, 
the route of choice this time being Shamrock, which proved to be an 
exposed climb that tested our nerves and agility on the polished holds 
of the second pitch. 

After a call to our weather advisor on the mainland we accepted 
that an impending low pressure area was going to force us to make an 
earlier than expected retreat from the island. Satisfied by our 
achievements, we broke camp and made our way casually down to 
pack the boats and set off for home. 

The sea condition could be described as choppy, which took its toll 
on our already tired bodies. But to brighten up the crossing we were 
lucky enough to observe numerous dolphins and an array of rather 
large jellyfish. After a short pause mid-crossing to rescue Bryce' s 
elusive sun hat, which had blown from his head, we battled through to 
reach the Quay in just under three and a half hours, where we met with 
our families and our transportation home. 

The perfect paddle was an awesome, inspirational trip, bringing 
together three generations of paddlers, demonstrating how easy it is to 
transform a long held dream into reality. The trip proves that you don't 
need to be a seasoned paddler to get out there, see something new 
and have some fun. 
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We chose the East Coast because of its relative accessibility and 
the financial cost seemed realistic. The Angmagssalik Fjord, near 

Kulusuk, offers many possibilities and the people we had spoken to 
spoke of the stunning scenery and long daylight hours. 

The total flying time from London to Kulusuk in Greenland totals 
four hours, but with the change-over in Iceland and the usual delays 
due to the weather conditions in Greenland it was more like thirty-six. 
Flying into Kulusuk on the twin Focker plane from Iceland you get a 
glimpse of the pack ice and the stunning coastline that leads you onto 
the gravel airstrip that the Americans built. 

Kulusuk is a stopover on the tourist trail with many people flying in 
for a couple of hours or for an overnight stay. It was chaos as people 
looked for their baggage and jostled to get on the Helicopter shuttle to 
Tasilaq, the biggest community on the East Coast. 

The flight is well worth the 50 pounds each way as you get stunning 
views of the fjord and mountains that surround Tasilaq. We managed to 
duck and dive excess baggage and arrived with enough equipment and 
food for a month. 

The sea kayaks had been arranged through the ROC foundation 
and the idea was to borrow the boats, in exchange for some coaching 
of the local linuit children. We spent a day and a half chasing various 
contacts in Tasilaq. We were not sure what condition the boats were 
going to be in. Anders, our contact, proved to be invaluable both in his 
hospitality and advice and we located the boats in pristine condition. 

The kayaks were Greenlanders made by Nigel Dennis, with a 
traditional small cockpit and two storage compartments. We paddled 
them round to where we were camped in Tasilaq. What followed next 
was the usual nightmare of how to pack everything into the boats, we 
had not been organised enough to go through either a dry run or a test 
paddle the boats back in the UK. 
With gear under the deck lines and 
between our legs we managed to 
fit it all in. 

As we paddled out of Tasilaq 
Bay it was with a sense of 
excitement and apprehension. We 
had decided to do without a VHF or 
emergency beacons as we felt that 
we wanted to be as free of this sort 
of link as possible and make all our 
decisions based on this 
knowledge. We also decided 
against a gun, a decision that gave 
me a few sleepless nights. Advice 
varied, but the sight of many 
skinned bear carcasses spoke 
volumes to me. 

As soon as we were out of the 
bay the scenery was stunning. 
Pack ice and huge icebergs 
stretched as far as the eye could 
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see and we became engrossed in the atmosphere of it all. The scale 
threw me and I made a silly navigational error on the first day, 
mistaking and underestimating the scale. We ended up almost trapped 
going around a headland in an environment we had only just 
encountered. All the alarm bells were ringing and we retraced our steps 
into safer waters near Kulusuk. It was a sobering lesson and a mistake 
I could not allow to happen again. The plan was to head North up 
towards the grave of Gino Watkins, a famous explorer who had spent a 
lot of time paddling in a traditional kayak at the turn of the century. 

We settled into a regular routine. Leo, not being a morning person 
left me to do breakfast and coffees and he took care of lunch and 
supper. We managed to supplement our food with catches of cod and 
scorpion fish and even the occasional sea trout, a real treat. However, 
Leo drew the line at trying to get any seal meat off the locals. 

We paddled North past some settlements into the fjords. The 
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campsites were brilliant, flat and 
always with a water supply. There 
was lots of ice and we occasionally 
saw fishing boats trying to find their 
way through the ice. 

The local Inuits always waved 
but rarely stopped or talked and 
seemed always on their way 
making use of the short summer 
months. The weather was good, 
high pressure seem to dominate 
and our only concern was the 
Piteraq wind or Fohen wind that 
could blow of the ice cap in excess 
of 130 km per hour and wreck any 
badly pitched shelter. We had a 
Hyperspace tent on loan from Terra 
Nova and we had great faith in the 
design and qualities of these tents. 

We paddled into Tuna fjord and 
tried to climb high on the glacier to 
check on the state of the ice in Sermillgaq, however wellies and 
trainers and no rope or ice axes are hardly textbook kit on glacial 
terrain. We had to retreat near the col when the crevasses became too 
large to just hop across. We did however see what we thought was an 
old abandoned mine on the other side of the Fjord, so we paddled 
across to have a look. It turned out to be an old abandoned American 
refuelling base, with old vehicles and oil drums scattered everywhere. 
Whoever flew into that strip must have been very good or very stupid. It 
was at this campsite we first had our encounter with arctic foxes, 
cheeky, curious and hungry. They nibbled our plastic bags and water 

containers and even peed and crapped on my socks and map case as 
a final insult. They were however, always welcome visitors. 

We eventually paddled into Sermilallgaq and it was choked with ice. 
We had by now got used to following leads through the ice, chopping 
and pushing ourselves through with our paddles. We followed these 
leads and found an Island to land on. It was inhabited by a pack of 
hungry huskies, obviously placed there by the locals when not required, 
time to move on. 

The ice was getting thicker as we reached Puissaraq Island, and it 
was here that we met an elderly couple, who had been stranded on the 
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island for five days. A quick hike to the top of the island told us why; 
the pack ice stretched as far as the eye could see. We spent a restless 
night hoping we would find a way through the ice. We tried to cross the 
fjord the next day, but it was a frustrating round of blind alleys. We 
eventually made the decision to turn round and retrace our steps. 

Over the next few days we managed to squeeze our way back 
towards lkateq. Again we found ourselves blocked by ice and for the 
first time we had to get out of our boats and drag them across the ice. 
The locals seemed to have a sixth sense about what was good and bad 
pack ice. We were still learning and the thought of falling through was 
not a pleasant one.We had our first taste of bad weather, the pressure 
dropped and cloud and rain shortly followed. 

Over the next few days we managed to get a local peak in, although 
a team we met later who had done the first ascent weren't too 

impressed when they found out that we had climbed it in our wellies. 
From the summit we got a glorious view and even in Angmagssalik the 
ice had been blown in by the weather. The idea was to try to go up 
lkasagtivaq and into Sermilik fjord as this was supposed to be regularly 
clean of ice. 

The weather improved and we managed to find our way into 
lkasagtivaq. About half way down, the ice cleared and we found 
ourselves paddling in open water for the first time before reaching the 
settlement of Tinitqilaq. 

It was here that we saw and met the only other kayaker, - a banish 
man in his fifties, called Jon Anderson. Jon put all our worries into 
perspective. Over the years Jon has paddled all except 200 km of the 
coast of Greenland and this was because he had been blown 100 km 
offshore by a Piteraq wind and had to be rescued. He has also paddled 
the North West Passage. I asked Jon if he had a gun and if he had 
seen bears in the area. The "yes" answer to both of these and the fact 
that he had shot bears in the area was not what I had wanted to hear. 
He has a theory that the older he got the more the bears are frightened 
of him. He apparently used to shout at bears as a young man to no 
effect. However, while climbing onto an iceberg in his forties, he came 
down to find a bear by his kayak which had the gun in it. He was so 
angry that he ran at the bear ranting and the bear turned around 
immediately and jumped into the sea. An interesting theory but I'm not 
sure I'm grumpy or cantankerous enough just yet. 

We spent a fascinating day with Jon and we both learned a huge 
amount about the condition we were in. We left and headed south 
down Sermilik. The scenery was stunning as the fjord is fed by three 
glaciers. There were huge icebergs everywhere and having been told 
there were Narwhales here our eyes were peeled. 

The campsites were brilliant and many times we came across old 
settlements and Inuit graves. We also came across the only sailing 
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boat, a steel hulled yach 
Vagabond. They were ru 
mountail'l_llrS. They we 
three we&s paddling 
very strange. The va 
away we could see the 
the conflict it had had 

the first time, which added to the problem. Leo was foll 
on a lead and almost got his boat crusheg;by the pack ice moving up 
and down. At last we found more open water and t-t:edll:· Bot: the 
coast again, coming across more old hunting se 
heard many icebergs breeldng up, mostly in the'distance but it was 
whilst sitting at the campsite that night that I saw my first Iceberg 
break up and the way it rolled OYer, you would not have a chance if 
you were anywhere near it. They say that only one fifth of the height 
and one eighth of the volume is above the surface, which made you 
realise the scale of the ice under the water was huge. The next day 
we paddled back into the shelter of Tasilaq.and pulled ashore. The trip 
was over but I new I would be back. 
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Greetings from the north east 
Bobby started at the end of August and will be 
looking after the northern half of the North East. Her 

______ ....., __ ..,..,,...,,_..,... _...., first two day's work 

included helping run the 
BCU youth events at the 

~-.4-~ world marathon sprint 
championships - and 
she's been busy ever 
since! We asked her to 
spare some time to tell 
us about herself and her 
work ... 

It's truly a sport for all 
Bobby Timperley sums up 
her love for paddling. 
"Having read the 
impressive profiles of PDO's 
Howard Blackman and Phil 
Hadley in the last edition of 
CF, I found myself thinking 
that their act was not going 

to be an easy one to follow ... however, here goes! 
I guess I got into regular canoeing fairly late in life 

when my local club - Hexham CC - came into existence 
in the early 90's.Prior to that, it had been canoeing whilst 
at college in the 70's and the subsequent ownership of 
three ancient fibreglass kayaks that my two sons and I 

We continue this 
month with just 

one PDO Profile - 
our latest recruit, 
Bobby Timperley. 

used on flat water. 
The enthusiasm and drive of the founder member of 

the club soon propelled me through star grades and into 
coaching. Eventually my younger son, Patrick, was 
thoroughly hooked and I now find myself trying to balance 
doing the 'parent runs', to local and national freestyle 
events, with coaching, paddling for my own enjoyment 
and development work - plus trying to fit in my great love 
of mountaineering! 

With a new partner reluctant to kayak, but prepared 
to canoe, I've found myself recently diverting time and 
energy into open boat skills. Last year's highlight was the 
two-day descent of the scenic Ardeche gorge with Peter, 
followed by Warden Gorge in an open canoe on the Tyne 
Tour with friend Jenny. She and I also took part in the 
Liffey Descent this year. Four-star open boat training on 
the River Usk beckoned mid November! 

Why do I love canoeing and want to share it with 
others? Well, once you've mastered basic techniques 
there are just so many ways to go! Whether you want to 
compete in such disciplines as slalom, freestyle, sprint, 
marathon, polo or go canoe camping, or sea kayaking or 
whatever it's a wonderful sport and pastime and you 
meet such nice people - really! 

And surely, being an island race - on a planet that's 
two-thirds water - what could come more naturally to us 
than 'messing about on a river'?" 

Loads of fun 
More than 400 paddlers, in 51 teams, battled it out for 
honours in the national bell boat championships at the 

National Watersports Centre, 
Nottingham in October. Fortunately, 
the weather did not obey the 
forecast and under warm autumn 
skies there were some nail bitingly 
close finishes - keeping the judges' 
eyes and fingers nimble as boats 
flashed past. 

Numerous teams had returned 
from last year's event but also many 
newcomers joined in the fun, 
including a good number of scout 
groups who notched up some 
excellent results, in particular 58th 
Southport Sea Scouts, 30th 
Bournemouth and 1st Melbourne. 
Cubs group. 

In the under-12 group, St Patrick's 
School scored a convincing win - 
clearly still on a roll from winning the 
bellboat race at the Stockton 
marathon worlds last month. Teams 
from Broomhill School (Goscote 
Gang and Broomhill Bashers) 
unfortunately did not make it to the 
final but produced some terrific 
drawings of their bell boat 
experiences (see left) for our 

competition and the winners of this were Chris Thorpe and 
Sophie Whitemore - both aged 10. 

The U18 event produced the closest racing of the day, 
which left everyone on the banks exhausted from cheering 
and straining to see who had won. The honours went to 
Wanna Bees 3, with last year's winners - Pingle School - in 
2nd place. 

Thanks to all our many helpers in all the events for a 
great day of Paddlesport. Our thanks to NCH who supported 
the event complete with their mascot - Cedric the Dragon, 
who took to the water again - his experience from last year 
paying off so that, with Polly's gang, a convincing win was 
secured in the VIP race! 

Several teams elected to raise money for NCH - for 
which the charity have produced a very special prize 

But if you thought it was just about Bellboating - then 
think again. In between racing, there was lots more to do 
and try. 
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Diamond slalom 
challenge 
In excess of 90 young paddlers took to the water on the 
Winfield pool site for the Diamond Slalom challenge, with 
top GB slalom paddlers on hand to offer top tips and 
general advice. For some this was a totally new aspect of 
Paddlesport - others were able to show their experience 

and gain a higher level 
award, with everyone 
receiving a certificate. 

A total of 89 awards 
were achieved - six 
silvers, 40 bronze and 
43 blue. Some 
paddlers worked very 
hard with the coaches 
and were able to 
improve their results. 
Of particular note was 

Francis Bailey, from Burton CC, who worked her way through 
to bronze - just missing out on silver - and pupils from Small 
Heath School, with Raqeeb Armed achieving a silver award. 
Congratulations to everyone. 

Come and try it: 
the ergo 
challenge 
All day, many young 
people took to the water 
to try out the variety of 
boats in the "Come and 
Try It" session and some 
took up the challenge on 
the paddling ergo 
machines. 

Congratulations to 
you all - the best scores in 
the ergo challenge follow 
but first thanks should go 
to Soare Valley Canoe 
Club for running the 
challenge and to 
Desperate Measures and 
Lakeside Adventure for 
running the "Come and Try 
It" session. 

Challenge event 
An interesting series of races was provided for competitors 
in the Lightning Challenge, which ran alongside the bellboat 
event, including 200 metres sprints, mini marathon and a 
novel relay event involving a helmet!! 

It was great to see complete newcomers to the event 
and we hope to see you at the Lightning event series next 
year. Particular credit should go to Eilish Jennison who at 
seven years of age proved she could be someone to watch 
in the future. Thanks to Burton Canoe Club and Pyranha for 
helping to run and support the event. 
Results 
1, Hanna Burgess, Kingston KC; 2, Nathan 0'Callaghan, 
WGSCA; 3, Robert Bottle, WGSCA; 4, Ian Jennison, 
Kingston KC; 5, Eilish Jennison, Kingston KC. 

What a card! 
Whatever the type of boat you paddle, all the experts seem 
to agree that the experiences young people have while 
learning and developing in the sport should swing pretty 
high on the clap-o-meter of fun - particularly for the 6-10 
age range! 

But that doesn't mean just aimless play - it's about 
enjoying yourselves whilst developing a solid foundation in 
the sport, with progressive skill development and healthy 
fitter bodies: in other words, games with an aim. 

The BCU Paddlesport activity cards in the Paddlepower 
resource pack include 14 different games/activities. Each 
card has basic information on how to play, on organisation 
and safety notes, progressions, technical aims and trouble 
shooting. As they are laminated you can take them on the 
water and they fit neatly into a pocket. We've printed one 
here for you to see - but there are loads more games and 
activities - and I bet you could tell us some good ones!! So, 
if you have a good game or FUN way of teaching a skill - 
then let us know. We'll award a prize for every one we print. 

In the meantime, if you would like a set of activity cards 
see details which follow. For a range of unusual ideas there 

is also "Canoe Games" by Dave Ruse published by Rivers 
Publishing. 

Paddlesport Activity Cards 
14 Laminated cards 8cm x 14cm each with a different 
activity and notes of how to play, organisation and safety 
points, technical aims and progressions. 

Free with Paddlepower registration packs or order 
separately - Cost £3.00 inc p&p. 

Contact: BCU Youth Programme to order your set, 
Tel: 0115 982 1199 email: youth@bcu.or&.uk. 

HOWTOPLAY 
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Under-12: 
1. Ryan Liquorish, 

Paddleplus; 
2, Daniel Cummmings, 

St Patrick's. 

Under-16: 
1. Sam Barns, WGSCA; 
2, Alex Paul, WGSCA; 

Under-18: 
1. Antoni Mason, Notts 

KC; 
2, Matt Scarfe, Soare 

Valley CC. 
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Getting a taste 
The first event in this season's Paddlesport calendar, which 
runs until June 2002, Reading canoe club's October K4 

event was a 
great success. 
The aim of 
Paddlesport is for 
regional canoe 
clubs to organise 
events 
throughout the 
winter, to give 
youth paddlers a 
taste of many of 
the different 
canoe/kayak 
based activities 
available within 
the sport. 
Each event is run 

as a team challenge, with a trophy awarded to the winning 
team, and certificates going to participating paddlers. Year 
nine youths who attend the winter series can use this as 
credits towards the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme (for 
further details of this contact Linda Clark on 
linmclark@aol.com). 

For many paddlers the Reading experience was not only 
the first time in a K4, but also the first time in a racing 
boat. The weather was unusually warm for the time of year, 
and the sun shone. Nearly 40 youth paddlers from five 
canoe clubs in the region descended on Reading Canoe 
Club, The Warren, Reading, for the event. 

Each team put two boats in, or some paddled twice, 
with the fastest times going forward. Results were based on 
the overall fastest crew, times (in minutes) and positions 
were as follows: 

Reading Wrecks, 4.23.4; 
2, Reading Sea Scouts 
3, Suicidal Chickens 
4, Pangbourne Lemmings 
5, Black Swan 2 
6, Black Swan 1 

4.55.3 
5.02.5 
5.25.3 
5.46.3 
7.32.0 

Richmond on form 
Six of Richmond's promising young canoeists picked up prizes in the London and 
South East Region's sprint Grand Prix final standings. 

The Grand Prix is a series of five races held between April and August, with 
points accumulated at each event. The paddler with the most points in each class 
at the end of the series wins. 

All Richmond's paddlers, ranging in age between 10 and 18, raced well and 
half a dozen claimed overall honours, awarded to them at a recent prize-giving 
ceremony. The Grand Prix prize winners were: Jonathan Sims (2nd in Lightning 
Boys); Siobhan Tooze (2nd in Under-12 Girls); Lizzie Broughton (2nd in Under-14 
Girls); Eleanor Broughton (1st in Under-16 Girls); Netty Kelly (1st in Under-18 
Girls); and Kim Wetherall (2nd in Under-18 Girls). 

Meanwhile, five of Richmond Canoe Club's young canoeists have been 
selected for the UK development squad. They are Kim Wetherall, Netty Kelly, Oliver 
Isbell, Gvidas Papreckis, and Sean Tooze. 

Underlining their good form of late, Richmond's young athletes performed well 
at the recent Richmond Canoe Club Thames Marathon. Kim Wetherall partnered 
Mahji Mohseni to victory in the division 5-6 doubles race over eight miles, an 
event dominated by home crews. Second place was claimed by senior paddlers 
Karl Gilbert and Pippa Kelley, with seniors Conor Morrissey and Oliver Billings in 
third place. 

There was also success in the division 7-8 race, over four miles, with junior 
Lizzie Broughton claiming first place paddling with senior Liz Greasby. Second place 
went to Netty Kelly and Siobhan Tooze. 

Richmond Canoe Club actively promotes canoeing in the borough and runs a 
variety of courses for canoeists of all ages and abilities. It participates throughout 
Britain and Europe in racing events. The club was the winner of the 1999 team 
event title of the 125-mile Devizes to Westminster Canoe Race and was the 
winner of the 1999 National lnterclub Sprint Racing Championships. Richmond 

has produced a number of 
international and Olympic 
class athletes and 
coaches. 
Peter: Picture caption: 
Richmond Canoe Club's 
Grand Prix winners (left to 
right): Eleanor Broughton, 
Kim Wetherall, Lizzie 
Broughton, Netty Kelly, 
Siobhan Tooze, Liz 
Greasby (coach) and 
Jonathan Sims. Picture by 
Sharon Tooze. 

As well as the team trophy, points are awarded for each 
event that will be carried forward to count towards the final 
series trophy, which will be awarded in June. 

For further details on the Paddlesport events in the 
southern area contact Linda Clark (youth representative 
on Southern Region Development Team), e-mail: 
linmclark@aol.com, or for details on clubs and youth 
activities contact Craig Hill (paddlesport development 
officer) on e-mail: craig@hydromania.fsnet.com. 

Ughtnings - final strike 
The final Nottingham Regatta of the season attracted a 
record number of 36 Lightning entries. With such a high 
level of interest there was a need for the Lightning 
organising team to link up with Viv and Mike from 
Paddleability - this partnership could be the beginnings of 
great things for next season! 

The racing provided paddlers with three main 
challenges - a 500 m time trial, a 200 m sprint, a mini 
marathon - and, of course, the fun and games of the relay 
races. The 500 m TT was, as the French say, "a race of 
truth", with the young athletes competing against the clock. 
The leading positions were constantly changing, with mums 
and dads eager to find our how their youngsters got on. 

Athletes results from the 500 m TT enabled the 
organisers to arrange the 200 m sprint into finals, with the 
fastest nine athletes in final one and so on. It is worth 
mentioning that usually at this point we run a little bit late. On 
this occasion everyone was so organised that we actually 
arrived at the 200 m start 20 minutes early, so well done! 

The mini marathon presented the athletes with a new 
challenge: the turn buoys. From a mass start, the main 
pack raced up towards the turn at 500 m. Some of the 
paddlers were so engrossed in their own race that they had 
to make some very quick adjustments to their line with 
some nimble rudder control to avoid collision. 

Well done to all the athletes, supporters and organisers 
for making Lightning competition probably the most fun 
racing in which to participate, spectate, support - and for 
me - organise. See you next season 

Thanks to Frank Healy, Mike Twiggs, Viv Kendrick, Kevin 
Bowerbank, Jez Oughton , Tim Mumford for their help in 
running the event. 
Howard Blackman 
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Kayak and Canoe 
programme for beginners, 
advanced and instructor. 

Well stocked shop with 
extensive range of Kayaks 
and equipment. 

Sea kayaking and 
Whitewater trips to Spain. 

~ EAST BARNBY I 
~;" OUTDOOR EDUCATION CENTRE • 
~ ~ A residential centre running Open Canoe 
~ and kayak, sea and inland courses at all levels \21 

Multi-activity and canoeing 
weekends from£ 7 4. All inclusive 
of full board and lodging, 
equipment hire and fully qualified 
instruction. 

For a brochure and details of all 
courses write to E.8.O.E.C, 
East Bamby, Whitby, N. Yorks,YO2 l 3SA 
or 01947 893333 phone and 
01947 893467 fax. 

Dagger 
Wavesport 
Perception 
Eskimo 
Old Town 

Ocean Kayaks 
Werner Paddles 

Schlegel 
Lendal 
Palm 
Kogg 

Bomber Gear 
Gui 

Marlin 
Snugg 

Ainsworth 
HF 
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Get down to white water! 
GB junior team manager Jes Oughton 
takes a fresh look at white water 
racing for youngsters and explains 
how, with a dedicated coaching team 
now in place, development is the key. 
White water racing has traditionally 
had a limited profile in the world of 
paddle sport, but maybe that's about 
to change. 

The challenge of hurtling down a river in the quickest 
time you can, matched against the clock, is a pursuit 
currently enjoying renewed interest amongst kayakers, 
especially with young paddlers. 

Events normally happen during the early and latter 
parts of the year, enabling competitors from other 
disciplines such as slalom and sprint racing to take part as 
well as providing a change of scenery for play-boaters. 

The BCU White Water Executive, and indeed the BCU's 
Young Peoples Programme, has recognised this interest 
and to maximise the potential, is investing wisely in the 
development of young, would be - boy and girl racers. 

A new Coaching team is emerging under the guidance 
of Great Britain's Junior Team Coach, Kevin Bowerbank, 
from Bath. Kevin is encouraging many ex-junior team 
members to pass back their knowledge through the 
coaching structure. His plan provides an age-related 
structure; as well as recruiting many present senior racers, 
like top paddler Pete Keron, Jon Royle and Kiwi Ant 
Roebuck, to add technical and practical racing experience. 

Many new events are organised for all levels of 
newcomers, from Wavehopper - durable plastic boats 
designed to cope with the rigours of rougher waters and 
beginners - to GP classes with handicaps in existing races, 
to full weekend training camps. There is somewhere for 
everyone to go. 

To cope with the increased demand, the sport has 
expanded it's fleet of available boats to ensure no one is 
missing out through lack of a seat. A dozen new 
Wavehoppers have been bought to add to the existing 
plastic fleet. And for anyone showing more dedicated 
potential and displaying the attitude to train and paddle at 
an advanced level, Kevin has purchased six new Balas (a 
lightweight composite racing/training boat). An excellent 
choice of design, Balas have been paddled to world 
championship victories in the past. 

Kevin's idea is that, with the right commitment, a 
youngster will be asked to lodge a deposit of £100 with the 
executive. In return, her or she will receive a good 
development squad boat to take away, and train and race 
in for 12 months, with the support of the GB junior team 
management, hopefully removing the last major barrier to 
full development. 

To most people, representing your nation is but a 
distant dream. Under the broad umbrella of the rejuvenated 
junior white water racing scene, with its dedicated coaching 
and training plans, those dreams can become reality. 

Our young racers are already achieving great things. 
We had four British paddlers in the top ten at the 2001 
junior pre-worlds at Bala, including Jonnie Schofield who 
won the gold medal in both the classic and sprint event. 
Ryan Ainsworth achieved a first in the Litfey junior white 
water class. We even saw a second place for Jonnie at the 
Nottingham sprint - beaten by only one second amongst 
the best seniors! Next year our aim is more gold medals, 
this time at the junior world championships, again at Bala. 

But you don't have to aspire to those dizzy heights to 
get involved. If you, as an individual or a club representative 
or group leader want to try racing, organising or attending 
an event, or are even after borrowing some kit to have a go, 
then get in touch. Just click on the white water web site at 
www.wildwater.org.uk or leave a message for Jes at 
jo.oughton@ntlworld.com. 

There are some very switched-on people organising 
some exciting events for young racers so why not have a 
go, we'll be happy to see you and you will certainly enjoy 
the challenge. 
Jes Oughton 
GB Junior Team Manager 

Grant well spent 
Scotland's newest racing club has been awarded a 
National Lottery grant. The Linlithgow Canoe 
Racing Club applied for the Awards for All Grant 
and was successful in securing funding for six 
Lighting Ki's and three full-sized stable Ki's. 

This will allow the club, now in its second year 
and based at the Low Port Centre in Linlithgow, to 
develop it junior programme much faster than 
would otherwise have been possible. 

The new Lightnings have already won in 
competitions away from the club base. At a recent 
Regatta held at Kirkcaldy, Thomas Sneddon won 
the boy's event and Katherine Birse took the girl's 
event. 

This success proved the value of the lottery 
award to the club, as they would not have been 
able to compete in the event before receiving this 
welcome funding. 

West Lothian Council has also supported the 
club, through its sports unit, and the use of the 
Low Port Centre. The continued backing of the 
council is seen as a key factor in the future 
success of the club. 

Another important element has been the 
enthusiasm of the parents and their willingness to 
help out. 

The club has increased it membership this year, 
with an average of 20 kids attending weekly 
coaching sessions. The club will run a limited 
winter programme and next spring will be ramping 
up activities to a higher level than this year in order 
to achieve even more. 

The Club is run by Scottish National Coach, Shaun 
Caven. For further details, please contact him at tel: 
07753 623702 or e-mail lkrcoach@hotrnail.com 
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LETTERS 
Your chance to put forward your point of view 

Wait till they're ready 
In October 2000 my daughter - then aged 15 - started 
kayaking and decided that she really enjoyed it. I bought 
her an old slalom boat and supported her in that I 
transported her to and from the local canoe club. 

In May/June she went in for a competition as a division 
four J16 and won. This was really good news but she was 
paddling on home waters. This also meant immediate 
promotion to division three. 

On the same weekend, her friend and paddling partner 
also won and got promoted. Since then they have entered 
half-a-dozen more local competitions and her paddling 
partner has been promoted to division two on points and 
therefore my daughter was aiming to get enough points to 
be promoted at Sowerby Bridge. 

I think though, that the system is wrong because I 
personally don't think they have enough experience in the 
different types of water to be in division two. I think that if 
you get promoted in one year then you should be in division 
two until the end of that season, unable to get promoted, 
however many points you score - so that you can get much 
more experience on different types of water and become 
much more proficient at a sport that is potentially quite 
dangerous. 

As young paddlers get more proficient they want to 
travel further away to other competitions and thus they are 
going to gain more than just competing against people who 
may have paddled a lot longer. They will also learn more 
about safety on the water and how to watch out for each 
other and other paddlers which, at times, I see a serious 
lack of at competitions. 

This lack of consideration is usually during practice 
sessions when some people like to think that they have 
sole use of the water, when they don't. Too many seem 
oblivious to the presence of other paddlers, making it an 
accident waiting to happen. 

Another girl that my daughter met at a slalom was 
promoted on her first division four event then came last in 
division three for the next event, but she was then 
promoted again at her next event, a double which she won 
both days. It is wrong to promote people like this. Even with 
two wins the competitor's three best results should have to 
add up to 250. 

My daughter and her friends really enjoy slalom 
because it is more technically based and you need more 
skill and therefore more time to become really good. Easy 
promotion does not encourage people to go for the skill 
levels but for the speed aspect. If that is what they want 
then they should go for river racing. Slalom competition is 
about skill and speed in combination. The only way to get 
both is to be able to have the time to achieve the skill - 
then the speed will follow. This is especially so if you have 
not got the brute strength. 

One last point is that there is no way in which paddlers 
can know their current ranking as the season progresses 
because the web-site www.canoeslalom.co.uk is never up 
to date. No offence is meant to the person running the site 
but this is another example of how the organisation of the 
sport could be improved. 

This lack of organisation carries through at competitions 

where there is no fixed start-time because of organisers 
trying to accommodate late arrivals. If someone doesn't 
have the courtesy to turn up on time for the start of a 
slalom they should not be allowed to compete. 
Anne Howarth 
Skipton, North Yorkshire 

Use some sense ... 
On our way for a family open canoe trip on Argyllshire's 
Loch Awe, we were driving by the dam at the top of the 
River Awe. We spotted lots of kayaks so stopped to watch, 
thinking my six-year old daughter would enjoy seeing the 
antics of playboating. 

I have kayaked for more than 30 years, many of them 
as a coach, and run my own centre, which mainly revolves 
around kayaking, so why did I feel uncomfortable while 
watching from the lay-by overlooking the river? 

It wasn't the kayaking, that looked good, and was 
entertaining to see. It could have been the crowds, maybe 
20 plus kayaks, but no, I have been to the odd sea kayak 
symposium and paddling with crowds can be sociable .. 

No, it was the wheel-spinning cars, vehicles speeding 
to and from exit points, the male strutting, and 'laddish' 
behaviour. 

Maybe if they had been young things, I would have 
smiled at the exuberance of boys learning social skills and 
trying to define their place in the world. But no these guys 
were my age. 

Should I make a judgement? damn right I should. 
If you have a kayak on the roof off a car, people will 

watch you. If you are a good kayaker, or have the shiny 
latest kit, kids will look up to you. You are role models. 

There were impressionable youngsters there waiting to 
climb down to the water. Push the limits on the water, show 
off your kayaking skills if it's appropriate, but please don't 
be a dickhead in a car and get us all a bad name. 
leis gach durachd 
John White 

Exchange wanted 
We are a German family with two sons -10 and 8 years old 
- living in Bremen, in the north of our country. One of our 
hobbies is going with our canoe and our tent downstream. 

To learn better english (specially for our sons) we want 
to come to England next summer and spent our holidays 
there, perhaps with our canoe and tent. We would like to 
hear from your readers with information about canoeing in 
England. What are the nice rivers we can paddle? Do you 
have some suggestions? 

We also want to establish contact with an English 
family, preferably with children around the same ages as 
ours. Our object is to arrange an exchange. We suggest 
that both families can visit each other or send their children 
to the other country to learn the language. Is it possible 
that you announce this information to other canoeists, who 
might be interested in this exchange? 
Anna and Dr. Thomas Grommes 
Bremen, Germany 
familie-grommes@nord-com.net 

Please send 
your letters to 
Canoe Focus, 
British Canoe Union 
John Dudderidge 
House, Adbolton Lane, 
West Bridgford, 
Notts NG2 5AS 
or email them to 
peter@canoefocus.co.uk 







Please forward all Members Classified adverts 
direct to the BCU office in Nottingham 
Members ads are free 0115 9821100 

FOR SALE 
Ardeche double kayak, glassfibre, lightweight 
fast touring boat. Reasonably stable and little 
used, £200 ono. Tel: Alan or Carol on 01663 
733470 (Derbyshire Peak District). 
Big Foot squirt boat, blue and white, with 
spraydeck, excellent condition, £200 ono. 
Pyranha Acrobat 275, green, full WW spec, good 
condition - one repair but still dry, £300 ono. 
Pyranha Creek 280, purple, excellent beginner 
WW boat, vgc, £250 ono. Tel: Lee on 
07802915452 
Coleman Ram-X-17 open canoe, fitted with 
four seats. Big stable family boat, but now 
surplus to requirements, £250 ono. Tel: 01793 
812609 (North Wiltshire). 
Dagger Infra Red, red/white/blue, good 
graphics, with spray deck, good condition, £400. 
Can deliver to Tryweryn/Uangollen. Tel: Michelle 
on 01654 767190. 
Dagger Infra Red, vgc, £450. Tel Jon on 01746 
785432 or e-mail: gunningja@aol.com. 
Dagger Reflection 15 open canoe, green 
Royalex, cane seats, kneeling thwart 
and knee pads, airbags bow and stern. Great 
family or solo Canadian, £560. 
Tel: Paul Smith on 01773 856090 (near Derby). 
Dagger RPM, good condition, £300. Tel:: Dave 
Girling on 07870 691689 (North Wales). 
Dagger open canoe, 17 ft, good condition, 
£600. Tel: Sandra Prytherch on 01782 321152 
(Stoke on Trent). 
Dagger Reflection 15 open canoe, Royalite 
construction, twin air bags, three 
seats, 680 ono. contact jezeales@hotmail.com 
(0113-2685960) 
Dancer XS, £130. Wooden paddle, £15. Child's 
yellow fibreglass boat with skeg, £70. Helmets 
and buoyancy aids with boats. Tel: 01666 
822755 or e-mail: steph.walker@lineone.net. 
Dancer, WW spec, Schlegel Topline paddle, dry 
bag, spraydeck, large buoyancy aid, all in good 
condition, buyer to collect, £275, will split. Tel: 
Graham on 01229 586622. 
Equipe slalom canoe, kevlar patches, diolen 
hull, lightweight, two off, metallic glitter top, 
well used, offers invited. Tel:01922 644441 
(Walsall). 
Eskimo Kendo Starlight, mango colour, full 
plate footrest, backstrap, garage stored - 
excellent condition, suit smaller paddler, £395. 
Can deliver to Nene or Hurley. Tel: 01276 475719 
or e-mail; stephen.lawrence@ukgateway.net. 
Eskimo Kendo Starlight, sexy mango, full 
plate footrest, back strap, excellent condition, 
garage stored, £395. Tel: James on 01276 
475719 or 07733354348. 
Eskimo Topo-Duo, WW spec, excellent 
condition - garage stored. £550. Tel: AE Hyde on 
01482 666799. 
Eskimo Kendo Evolution, green, full plate 
footrest, fully airbagged, great river runner and 
play, excellent condition £350. Eskimo Quadro, 
blue, airbag, still has original foot rest, not used, 
spins really well, good river runner whilst has the 
ability to play the river £400. Nookie Aqua Tex, 
double seal dry cag, excellent condition cost 
£160 will sell for £60. Shred Ready Shaggy 
peaked helmet with fiame design on the front, as 
new, cost £110 will sell for £80 (no offers). Open 
canoe paddle, 60 inches long, new condition, 
£20. Also various other small items for sale. Tel: 
Richie on 01885 400397 (Herefordshire) ore­ 
mail:- Canoerichie@aol.com. 
Feathercraft K-Light Expedition, approx. 
35Ibs (heavier quality lightweight sea kayak) 
with sea sock, foot rests, spray deck, rucksack 
carrier, fold-down paddle, repair/maintenance kit 
and instructions. As new condition, bought for a 
round world trip but journey cancelled so has 
hardly ever been used, £900 ovno 
Tel: Harvey Greensmith on 07977 481 934 ore­ 
mail: harvey.greensmith@virgin.net 
Fladbury Discovery fast touring kayak, with 
overstern rudder. GRP. with red decking and 
white hull, good condition, £160 ono. Tel: Clive 
on 07771 942335 anytime (Norfolk). 
Fleet of 15 Europa Kayaks for sale, all in good 
condition. Replaced by new fieet hence sale - 
£75 each ono. Tel: Malvern Hills Outdoor Centre 
on 01684 574546, fax:01684 893931 , or e-mail: 
office@malvernhillsoc.co.uk. 
Javelin K1, vgc, never raced, £180. Dancer XT. 
well used but no repairs, £90, 
'Vintage' slalom Sanna, £30. Elite, £40. Tel: Tony 

O'Sullivan on 01227 721589. 
Jester Storm Surf Kayak, carbon kevlar 
construction, red/blue/yellow in colour, foot rests 
and back strap. Will include spray deck, £300 
ono. Tel: 07909 517812 ore-mail; 
R.S.Davis@ukc.ac.uk. 
Kayaks for sale: 2 x Pyrana Rotobats, good 
condition, £100 each. 3 x Tufty Masters, good 
condition, £100 each. 4 x Perception Dancer Pro, 
hardly used, £150 each. All used for pool or 
placid water paddling. Tel: Mark Elson on 01983 
294941 or e-mail: info@uksa.org. 
Ladies slalom boat, with deck, good condition, 
£100. Tel: Jayne on 01494 75& 563. 
Mad River Canoe Independence solo tourer, 
glassfibre, ash trim, good condition £450. Lendal 
two-piece glassfibre canoe pole £40.lendal 
Nordkapp sea splits £40. Tel: A Bien on 020 8856 
4695 (SE London). 
Mega Jester Pro, super-quick fibreglass surf 
boat, £ 150. Also, Mega Juggler, carbon/kevlar 
hull, glass deck, £150. Both boats garaged and in 
very good condition. Tel: David 01598-740324 or 
email: dmwells@dial.pipex.com. (Devon). 
Mega Outlander, 16' open canoe, kevlar with 
wood trim, complete with 
Buoyancy bags, paddles and pole, £700. Dirty 
Habis wave ski, suit larger 
beginner, complete with heavy duty carrying 
case, £150. Tel: Terry on 01303 874700. 
Mega Sovereign sea kayak, white/white, 
carbon floor rudder, used just once only £1050. 
Tel: 01258 861816 or 07074 861000. 
Mustang WW racer, Including paddle and 
buoyancy aid, excellent condition - only used 
twice, £250 ono. Tel: C Hollingworth on 07879 
884288 (Yorkshire) 
Necky Jive, one year old - good condition, 
£300 ono. Tel: Zoe on 07714 100066. 
Necky Rip, good condition, £250. Tel: Sandra 
Prytherch on 01782 321152 (Stoke on Trent). 
Neoprene Bushsport spraydeck with 
reinforced edges, suitable for slalom kayak. Good 
condition, £30 ono. Wildwater helmet, £18 ono. 
Tel: 0121 7069606. 
Nomad Razor slalom boat, with deck, good 
condition, £175. Tel: Simon on 01494 758 563. 
Nordkapp, VCP hatches, three bulkheads. (­ 
trim rudder, pump. About 10 yrs old but vgc. Tel: 
John on 01248 671439 (North Wales). 
North Shore Shoreline glassfibre sea kayak, 
new hatch covers, backrest, pump, very reluctant 
sale, £250. Tel: John on 0780 128 9708 
Ocean kayak, Yak, Wave Ski. Two months 
school use only. Choice of eight. Red, blue or 
yellow, vgc, £199. Tel: 01908 670197 (Milton 
Keynes). 
Old Town Canadian Melody, red, 13 ft 10 in, 
kitted out for WW, full air bags, £500 (no offers). 
Tel: Fred Forsyth on 01935 822287 or e-mail: 
fredforsyth27@hotmail.com. 
P&H Capella glassfibre sea kayak, yellow deck, 
white hull. Comes with compass, splits and tow 
line fittings, nearly new condition, £800. Tel: 
Andy on 01395 577838 (evenings) or 01395 
517515 (daytime) (East Devon). 
Perception Method Air, yellow/orange, full 
WW spec, large feet force sale! £500 ono, tel: 
James on 07958 955324 or e-mail: 
jmcalinden@aol.com. 
Perception Jib, vgc, ideal playboat for small or 
lady user, can deliver to Tees Barrage etc, £300 
ono. Tel: Helen on 01765 212967. 
Perception Kiwi singles (two) hardly used, with 
all equipment. Offers invited. TeVfax: Janis on 
020 8558 4853 (London). 
Perception Ultra Clean, few months old - only 
used four times, excellent condition. Selling due 
to injury, £400. Tel: Paul on 01323 873292 ore­ 
mail: paul.ling@fwag.org.uk. 
Peugeot 306 Roof Bars, genuine Peugeot parts 
for five-door model, 94 on. 
£25 ono. Tel: 07909 517812 or e-mail: 
R.S.Davis@ukc.ac.uk. 
Prijon Delirious, yellow, excellent playboat for 
all those cool moves, great playboat for all those 
cool moves. Great condition with foam padding 
-travel forces sale, £375. Tel: 07779 165225 
(Newbury area). 
Pyranha Creek 280, yellow multi-art with front 
and rear airbags and neoprene deck, £250. Half 
hour from Tryweryn. Tel: 01341 430259 (answer 
machine) (North Wales). 
Pyranha Acrobat 270, yellow and black, nearly 
new condition, mainly surf use, 18 months old, 

£295. Tel: Carrie Earls on: 07815 160 420 or 
Gareth Cross on 07989 084997 or e-mail 
garethcross@hotmail.com or 
carrieearls@hotmail.com. 
Pyranha Blade, blue, WW spec, £275 o.n.o. 
Pyranha Acrobat 270, Green, WW spec, £250 
o.n.o. Nomad Mystique slalom boat, 
kevlar/carbon/foam sandwich, would suit young 
beginner £60 ono. Can deliver to Holme 
Pierrepont. Tel: 0114 2359701 or e-mail: 
mdavies2001@hotmail.com. 
Pyranha Creek 280, red, £175. Tel: Nicky Todd 
on 01748 884278. 
Pyranha Creek 240 kayak, red/orange, 12 
months old, £380 ono. Tel: 01254 825384 after 
5.30 pm. 
Prijon Delirious, red, good condition, £450 
ono. Tel: 01254 822440, mobile: 07779 714627 
or e-mail: dan17@btinternet.com 
Prijon Fly, blue, full WW spec, airbags, good 
condition, £185. 
Eskimo Gattino, red, full WW spec, airbags 
£95. Tel: Gary Mascall on 01299 823806 or 
email gcmascall@aol.com (Wares area). 
Pyranha h2 Zone 255, blue/red design, vgc, a 
bargain at £395. Tel: 01622 204495 (Kent). 
Pyranha lnaZone 220, yellow/black, good 
condition, 18 months old, padded, 
£300 ono. Tel: Adrian on 07968 035666or e­ 
mail: ascoleman@btinternet.com (Kent). 
Pyranha lnaZone 230, £375. H2 Zone 245, 
£350. Blade £300. Microbat 240, £250. All boats 
good condition. Tel: Dave Manby on 07958 
656416 or e-mail: dave@CoruhRiver.co.uk 
(Shrewsbury). 
Pyranha lnaZone 240, orange/yellow 18mths 
old, very little use - stored inside £420.00 ono. 
Tel: Malcolm 01606 863566 or e-mail: 
malcolm.coppock@btinternet.co.uk. 
Pyranha Master, white, including buoyancy 
aid, helmet and neoprene spraydeck. Good 
condition and a good all-round, stable boat, only 
£1 OOono. Tel: Carl Taylor on 01509 217590 
(Loughborough) 
Perception Pirouette S, with deck. excellent 
condition, £200 ono. Tel: Jayne on 01494 758 
563 
Prijon fly, blue - good condition 200. Contact 
Gary 07801-924-884 London 
Pyranha Rotobat, yellow, full WW spec, good 
condition - well looked after. A low-mileage 
classic, at £100 ono. Tel: John on 07714104728 
or e-mail: bj willoughby@yahoo.co.uk. 
Pyranha Rotobat, yellow, full plate footrest, 
vgc, ideal beginner WW boat, £185. Also 
Neoprene deck to fit, £25. Tel:01548 843176. 
Pyranha RX 300 polo £200. Rotabat WW spec 
£175. 1 Ox Pyranha Masters, with drop down 
skegs, paddles, spraydecks and helmets - offers 
for the lot. Wetsuits: long john style, medium or 
large, £25. Caving kit: eight-gang charger for 
Oldham lights. 6 x Oldhams and spares. 6 x FX 
lights, with small helmet battery and individual 
chargers. Also bag of oversuits and fleeces in 
need of repair £200 all in. Tel Andy 01332 
383698 or email hydro.active@virgin.net. 
Pyranha Traveller, 15 ft, two paddles, two 
buoyancy aids, as new, £600. Tel: 01603 625271 
Riot Domanatrix. two-months old - only used 
at HP. excellent condition, £200 ono. Tel: Mark on 
01509 554177 or 07949 039850 or e-mail: 
markraeburn@hotmail.com. 
Riot Glide, excellent condition, only used for 
surfing, £375. Wavesport Y, only used eight 
times, as new - good colour, full footplate, mega 
butt and hip pads, £425. Peak latex edged 
spraydeck for Riot Glide, only used once, £45. 
Tel: Frank on 01709 543770 or 01709 304617. 
Riot 007, vgc, cam deliver to Tees Barrage etc, 
£250 ono. Tel: Derek on 01226 212967. 
Riot Showbiz for sale, orange, vgc. Would suit 
large paddler. Can deliverto Hurley, £350. Tel: 
Alix on 07989 309 290. 
Riot Trickster, yellow, six-months old, good 
condition - stored indoors. Excellent river 
running/playboat. Can deliver Teesside, £450 
ono. Tel: 01434 607735 or e-mail: 
LBuch 11450@aol.com. (Hexham). 
Riot Trickster, in yellow/ red blast, with Device 
3 seat and thruster fins. Excellent high 
performance river running/playboat - the hull is 
incredibly loose and it cartwheels forever! Good 
condition, less than a year old. Available to demo 
at HPP. £425. E-mail: 
russellgundry@hotmail.com. 
Rotobat, yellow, full WW spec, good condition 
- well looked after. Low mileage classic at £100. 
Tel: John on 07714 104728 or e-mail: 
bj_ willoughby@yahoo.co.uk. 
Spectrum Expeditions (two), with rudders and 
all equipment, hardly used. Offers invited. Tel/fax: 
Janis on 020 8558 4853 (London). 

Stealth (imported South African) over-stern K1 s - 
two for sale. Tel: Sam Roberts on 01288 321765 
Thule guttering bars for Ford Fiesta or similar. 
Ttel: Phil on07887517649 (Kent or Hampshire). 
Thule roof bars, for any car with gutters, £25. 
Also roof bars for MR2 
(Registrations E to W, standard top), £40 (£175 
new) Tel: 01229.860100 (Lakes). 
Topo Duo wanted to buy, reasonable condition 
for club in Notts. Contact Mel Gordon 01777 
869065 
Topolino Duo, pink, full white water spec, used 
fourtimes, £630 (no offers). Tel: Fred Forsyth 
01935 822287 or e-mail: 
fredforsyth27@hotmail.com (Somerset). 
Topolino Spud, full WW spec, vgc, £300. Tel: 
David White on 01142 588627. 
Traveller, will carry nine-plus kayaks, together 
with paddle box, new tyres, mudguards and tow 
hitch, fitted lights, good condition, £350 ono. Tel: 
Adrian on 0161 303 2436 (Cheshire). 
VW polo roof bars £45 phone 07870 691689 
(North Wales). 
Wavesport EZ, blue/black, good condition, 6 
months old, excellent FAT fittings, stored indoors, 
£450 ono. Tel: Adrian on 07968 035666 ore­ 
mail: ascoleman@btinternet.com (Kent). 
Wavesport XXX, excellent low volume 
playboat, good condition, £325 ono. Necky Jive, 
good all-round whitewater kayak, £250 ono. Tel: 
Richard on 01746 766264. 
Westek Canoe Club, sale - may haggle on 
some. Nomad WW racer, kevlar/carbon, good 
condition, £250. Gaybo WW racer, kevlar, old but 
sound, with transom stern, £75. Struer Glider K2, 
glass-o/s, fair condition, requires a little work, 
£150. Marsport Eagle. Glass-u/s, fair condition, 
requires work, £75. Canoesport Jaguar, kevlar­ 
u/s, good condition, £250. Perception GP tourer, 
polywhatsit, good condition, £75. Eskimo Topo 
Mk 2, red/coex, good condition - little used, 
£350. lendal footpump, K1, new, £25. Tel: 
Dwayne on 020 8898 0308 or Martin on 020 
8653 3593. 
Whiplash, red, good condition - well looked 
after, £220 ono. Tel: John on: 07714 104728 or 
e-mail: bj_ willoughby@yahoo.co.uk. 

WANTED 
Canadian Canoe, either wooden strip or plastic 
wanted. Can collect. Anything considered. Tel: 
0114 2879004 or e-mail me at: 
aking@oxfree.com. 
Coleman Scanoe, aluminium transom rear end, 
old-style two-seater, green Ram-x with 
aluminium frame. Tel: Clive on 07771 942335, 
anytime (Norfolk). 
Covering material for a 'skinned' canoe. I 
have a good framed boat - does anyone know of 
a supplier of covering material? I had some many 
years ago from Granta Boats but they are no 
longer in business. Tel: Idris Owen on 01686 
626806 or write to Kelston, Canal Road, 
Newtown, Powys SY16 2AS. 
Fleet of Kayaks wanted. 6-8 boats plus kit, 
needed for a new kayaking society in Chichester. 
Any type of kayak considered but must be in 
good shape. Tel: 07747 692627. 
Kayak for intermediate paddler, preferably 
Pyranha Acrobat, Perception Whipit, Dagger RPM 
or something similar. Essex/Kent area. Tel: 01708 
748653 or e-mail: 
Number1 Nutter@yahoo.com. 
Open canoe, in usable condition, suitable for 
two persons. South of England if possible. Tel: 
07779 165225. 
Sea Kayak wanted, preferably a Capella RM, 
plus any gear. Call Steve on 0115 9215753. 
Topo Duo wanted to buy, reasonable condition, 
for club in Notts. Tel: Mel Gordon on 01777 
869065. 
Topolino Spud, Microbat or similar that will fit 
in a car plus decent deck to fit, decent paddle 
(right-hand) and any other kit to buy- throw 
line. Helmet, wet suit, knife, poggies etc. Tel: Nick 
on 01642 513773. 
Wave Sport EZ wanted. Tel: Ian on 017932 
748364 or e-mail: kayakguru@yahoo.com. 
(Uangollen). 

LOST/STOLEN 
Paddles, blue, narrow wing - designed by Tim 
Middlehurst, left on grass by youngster after 
hare and hounds event at Weybridge Canoe Club 
on Sunday November 4. Tel: Mick Farrington of 
Royal Canoe Club on 0208255 7164 ore­ 
mail:mfarrington@christies.com. 
Fusion Slalom K1, black, taken without 
permission and thrown into Town Falls, 
Uangollen, North Wales. All information 
gratefully received, recovery rewarded. Tel: 
Matthew on 01909 733899. 

Second Hand Boats ----··----.aswatersports.co.uk 



VACANCIES FOR 2002. Fourth Dimension is a mobile 
organisauon, based in SE England, running courses 
throughout the UK and in France. We have a "quality not 
quantity" philosophy. Seasonal vacancies exist in the 
following categories. Shon and long term work available. 

Multi Activity Instructors holding a combination of NGB 
awards (SPA,BCU, MLTB, BOF etc) and appropriate experience. 
Canoeing Instructors holding L2 Coach training (min.) in 
kayak and/or canoe, and appropriate experience. Other NGB 
awards an advantage. 
Trainee Instructors who have a very strong interest and some 
experience in the outdoors but linle formal qualification. A full 
6 month training package is available. 

TI!ose interested should apply, sending CV and details of availability 
and past experience. Please state which post you are applyingfo, We 
are always pleased to hear from freelance pmviders. 

Fourth Dimension (staffing), 13 Eskbank Avenue, Brighton, BNl SSL 
Web site www.4thdimension.co.uk Email info@4thdimension.co.uk 

FRONTIER CENTRE - A Christian Activity Centre 
requires the following personnel 

SENIOR INSTRUCTOR (from 1st October 2001) 
PLUS 

INSTRUCTOR (from 1st January 2002) 
With training abilities 

Accommodation/Uniform provided. salary negotiable 
For information and application form contact: 

Kevin Cornell, Frontier Centre, Addington Rd 
lrthlingborough, Northants NN9 SUH 

(01933) 651659 
e.mail: hwhittakerlodge@actioncentres.co.uk 

Frontier is a B.C.U. ACCREDITED CENTRE catering for in excess of 
100 people. 

~ 

Facilities include climbing tower, high ropes 
· course, water activities plus a comprehensive 
- range of other outdoor activities 

---the--- 

.J\~Ve~~ 
company 

SL Instructors and Trainees required to work at 
our Keswick based centre. Live out wages available. 

CV to: 
The Activities Manager 
The Adventure Company 

Denton House, Penrith Rd, 
Keswick CA12 4JW 

Please state position applied for. 

Cornwall Outdoors 
Delaware Outdoor Education Centre 

CHIEF INSTRUCTOR 
Scale 5 £15,741 to £17,265 

Delaware Centre is a residential centre located in the 
picturesque Tamar Valley on the outskirts of the old river port 
and mining village of Gunnislake. It is operated by Cornwall 
Outdoor, Cornwall County Council and has a strong client 

base amongst schools and youth groups in Cornwall. 
Activities offered at the centre include canoeing, kayaking, 
climbing and abseiling, moorland exploration and archery. 

We are seeking an enthusiastic and energetic person with a 
high level of governing body awards in climbing, canoeing, 
kayaking and walking. You must have sound organisational 

skills, good leadership qualities and a commitment to 
working with young people in the outdoors. You must be 

over 25 years and hold a clean driving licence. 

An application and further details can be obtained from Kate 
Martyn, Cornwall Outdoors, Unit 6, Threemilestone 

Industrial Estate, Truro TR4 9LD, or tel: 01872 324302. 

Closing Date: 21st December 2001 

Opportunities in Ireland 
Instructors, SI and watersite manager required for Ireland's 
leading adventure organisation. 
• Kayaking, Sailing, Surfing, Rockclimbing & Multi-Activity 
• Work in a fun yet professional environment 
• Multinational team of staff 
• Centre is set adrnist the spectacular scenery of Connemara 
• Positions include full board, skills training & wages 
• Corporate / Adults / Childrens programmes on offer 
• Season runs from Feb - Nov 

Management Training Programme Manager 
You will be running and assisting on management training 
and team development courses. Competitive salary on offer - 
this is a live in or live out Full time position. 
Visit our websites at: www.delphiadventureholidays.ie 

www.delphitraining.ie 

Please Tel / fax / email / or write to us at: 
Personnel Tel: 00 353 95 42336 
Delphi Adventure Holidays Fax: 00353 95 42303 
Leenane Email: hrdelphi@iol.ie 
Co. Galway, 
Ireland 

ADVENTURE INTERNATIONAL 
Instructors required 2002 season. Great personality, highly 
motivated and looking for a career in the outdoors, then 
we need you, to train and work at our Multi-Activity Centre 
in Bude, Cornwall. Season starts March and ends October. 
Full training given prior to and during the season. 
Phone for details, send C.V. or 
email me at: tracy@adventure.uk.com 
Tracy Joslyn, Personnel manager 
Adventure International, Belle Vue, 
Bude, Cornwall, EX23 SJP 

Tel: 01288 355551 
www.adventure.uk.com 

ADVENTURE 
INTERNATIONAL 

CO. WICKLOW VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

BAL TINGLASS Require a Senior Instructor and 
,;,ouTDOOR EDUCATION CEHTRE Instructors for the 2002 season at our 
/ ' Outdoor Education Centre in 

Baltinglass Co. Wicklow. 
Vacancies from March-October 
Applicants should ideally be twenty one years old and hold the following 
N.G.B. qualifications B.C.U. L2/L3 coach (Kayak), S.P.A award, MLTB, 
BOF instructor and GNAS leader. 
Competitive salary plus accommodation provided. (No deductions) 

Please send C.V. with photo to: 
Centre Manager, Outdoor Education Centre, Baltinglass, Co Wicklow 
Tel. 00 353 508 81002/81747 Fax. 00 353 508 82 I 28 
Email info@baltinglassoec.com web www. baltinglassoec.com 

Mendip Outdoor Pursuits 
Requires fulltime and freelance staff from Spring 

2002 with SPA, BCU, LCLA, GNAS and/or BOF 
qualifications, to work in the Bristol area. Wages from 
£200 per week. Short summer contracts also available. 

Contact Mike on 01934 820518 
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MULTI ACTIVITY INSTRUCTORS 

~ 

Permanent and Seasonal instructors are 
required to work at our two centres in 
Kent. All staff work on a wide range of 
activities and full training is given. 

Permanent instructors would ideally have 
BCU level 2 training in either kayak or canoe. 

Staff would start November 2001 or January 2002 
Want to find out more? 

Contact Rachel Allen at Barnabas Adventure, Carroty 
Wood, Higham Lane, Tonbridge, Kent, TN11 9QX 

01732 363995 Rachel@barnabas org uk 
WILL YOU TAKE THE CHALLENGE 

RIVER BLACKWATER ESTUARY - BRADWELL SITE 
4 qualified activity instructors required 
ARDLEIGH RESERVOIR - COLCHESTER SITE 
1 Kayak Instructor & 1 RYA SI Sailing or windsurf 
instructor required 
Skills needed include sailing/canoeing/archery/climbing/ 
mountain biking. RYA and/or BCU instructor award and 
ability to sail essential From £5.00ph/37 hour basic. 
Accommodation available at Bradwell 
For more details phone 01621 776256 
Bradwell Outdoor Education Centre 
Email adventure@bradwelloec.freeserve.co.uk 
www.bradwelloec.org.uk 

~ 
~ 
~ 

Essex County Council 
Learning Services 

SKERN!A 
Instructional Staff (Feb - Nov) 

£9180 p.a. (pro rata) 
As a highly regarded provider of adventure activity 

and development training, the success of Skern Lodge 
lies within the quality and skilfulness of our 

employees. Due to business growth, we are currently 
looking to expand our existing team with similar like 

minded people. If you are enthusiastic, good 
humoured, committed, flexible and are looking to work 

for a centre offering excellent benefits and an 
opportunity to develop your existing skills and career 
outlook, please send a CV and covering letter to: 
Glyn Brackenbury Skern Lodge, Appledore, 

Bideford, North Devon EX39 1 NG 
skern@skernlodge.co.uk 

DONEGAL ADVENTURE CENTRE 

Donegal Adventure Centre is based In Bundoran, lrelands surfing capital. The 
centre is situated in an ideal adventure playground between the Atlantic ocean 

and the Sligo mountains, with lakes close by. 

We require full time and freelance outdoor professionals to assist in the running 
of activity programs at our busy outdoor residential centre. 

Successful candidates will have 2 valid NGB coaching qualifications preferably 
kayaking, canoeing, surfing, hillwalking or climbing. A full driving license 

would be desirable. Valid first aid and water safety 
qualification would also be an advantage. 

Salary will reflect qualifications and experience. Contracts will run 
March · November 2002. Interested parties should contact the centre 

on 072 42418. 

c~~:rt-:f~~ 
Registered Charity No. 1005776 
www.calvert-trust.org.uk 

The Calvert Trust specialises in providing holidays with adventure to 
young people and adults with disabilities and their families and friends. 
We are seeking to appoint seasonal instructors for the 2002 season. 
The trust offers competitive wages, accommodation and considerable 
opportunity for staff development and training. 
Applicants should possess a clean current driving licence together with 
a combination of NGB awards in sailing, kayaking or climbing and the 
'soft skills' necessary to relate to our visitors and their needs. 
For an application form and information about these posts please 
contact the: Centre Director, Calvert Trust Exmoor, 
Wistlandpound, Kentisbury, Barnstable, Devon EX31 4SJ or 
telephone on: 01598 763221 

Edale 
Activity 
Centre 

A number of positions are available from March - November 2002 
Instructors: Candidates should be minibus drivers with 

at least three relevant N.G.B. qualifications. 
Trainee Instructors: Enthusiasm, maturity and previous 

experience of working with young people are the 
prerequisites. 

Storepersons: Knowledge of a range of outdoor activities, 
basic maintenance skills and initiative are 

essential for this post. 

All positions are live-in or live-out and pay at least national minimum 
wage. If you would like to work in a variety of outdoor activities with 
a range of client groups and with extensive support and opportunity 
for personal training, assessment and development, then please 
request job specific details and an application form from: 
Y.H.A. Personnel Dept., P.O. Box 6030, Matlock DE4 3XA 
Tel (voiceback): 07626 938137 (closing date Jan 25th 2002) 

SCOTLAND 
Full Time Chief Instructor Required 
Chief instructor required at a medium sized activity centre in the 
Perthshire Highlands. 
Qualifications Required 
GNAS, Cycle Trail Leader/Mountain Bike Leader, Summer 
Mountain Leader, Level 2 Kayak Coach, SPL, Raft Guide. If a 
good candidate does not have all qualifications then training 
and qualifications are available. , 
Experience 
A good kayak skill level is important so that applicants can 
transfer river skills to whitewater rafting. Experience in the day 
to day management of an activity centre is important. 
Candidates showing a high degree of self 
motivation and independance will benefit. 
Pay Scale: From £13000 to £15600 per annum. Accommodation 
can be provided if necessary. 

Instructors required 
From early Feb/March to end of October 2002. Possible full time 
posts also available. Residential schools to non residential adults. 
Activities include white water rafting grades 2 to 5, high ropes 
course,climbing and abseiling, gorge ascents/canyoning, archery, 
mountain biking, hillwalking, environmental work and 
orienteering. 
Full training, assessments and NGB qualifications are offered to 
the right people. Food and accommodation included. Any 
candidate with SPA, GNAS, CYCLE LEADER OR 
KAYAKING/RAFTING QUALIFICATIONS will be considered first. 
GOOD RIVER SKILLS WILL BE VERY ADVANTAGEOUS. 
Call 01887 820298 for application forms and details. 
Dunolly Adventure Outdoors, Taybridge Drive, Aberfeldy, 
Perthshire PH15 2BP. Telephone: 01887 820298 
E-mail: info@dunollyadventures.co.uk 
www.dunollyadventures.co.uk 



Whatever your level we have something for you 

Experienced but unqualified? Obtain coaching 
qualifications while working as a canoeing or 
multi-activity instructor 

BCU level 2 coach? Gain valuable log book 
time whilst working as a canoeing or multi­ 
activity instructor and progress towards level 3 

Seasonal & Freelance Instructor Opportunities 
1YF Adventure is offering a range of 
employment opportunities for the 2002 
season. Applicants should hold a First Aid 
Certificate, an open water Life Saving 
Award & at least two relevant NGB awards. 

1YF Adventure, primarily based in St 
Davids, Pembrokeshire, offers a wide range 
of adventure products, the big 4 being 
Coasteering, Kayaking, Surfing & Climbing. 

TYF Adventure, operates to a very high standard employing only highly 
enthusiastic & self motivated staff. 

Please send CV's and a cover letter to: Pete Ward, 
TYF Adventure, 1 High Street, St Davids, Pembrokeshire SA62 6SA, UK 
Tel: 01437 721611 Fax: 01437 721838 Dr Email: play@tyf.com 

NEED A POSITION FILLING? 
CALL 01480 465081 

Have An American Adventure With Usf 
WATERSPORTS INSTRUCTORS WANTED 

to work in the most beautiful locations in America 
If you are between 18-30 & available for 9 weeks this summer, why not 

. give us a call? 
As well as a 100% placement record, we include: 

FLIGHTS, VISAS, INSURANCE, ORIENTATION, FULL 
BOARD & LODGING, HIGHEST POCKET MONEY & more. 

To apply please visit our new interactive web site 
www.ccusa.com where you can download the 
/ application form, or 
r -;_~ else for a free 
. ·~ information pack/ 
~ application form, call 
CCUSA 020 8688 9051 

BCU level 3 coach? Work as a river leader and 
assist with staff training 

Experienced Rafter? Qualify up to WCA/BCU 
Level 1 and 2 and guide Alpine rafting trips on 
the Durance 

R9yalC 
Kingston ~g 

WATERSPORTS STAFF 
NEEDED IN 

KINGSTON UPON THAMES 

SEASONAL I SESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
RY .A. AND B.C.U. INSTRUCTORS/SENIOR 

INSTRUCTORS 

AT 
Albany Park Canoe and Sailing Centre 

Rates of Pay £5 - £7 per hour depending on 
qualification 

For an application form contact 
Fiona Hutchison on 020 8547 6715 or email 

flonah@rbk.kingston.gov.uk 

FIOVAL YACHT'Nl A890CIATtON 

.. ···~· ····· .. . . . . . . ---·--··- =t...-c .. c.-.,...... 

FEELFREE WHITE WATER RAFTING 
require raft guides with white water experience for the 

2002 summer season. German is an advantage. 
If you wish to join the hard working Feelfree team in 

Austria apply now with concise typed c.v. including white 
water experience to:- 

Andrew Leaney 
FEELFREE WHITE WATER RAFTING 

Platzleweg 1, A-6433 Oetz, Tirol, Austria 
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CLUBS•UK 

AVON TYRRELL ACTIVITY CENTRE 
The activity and residential 
centre in the New Forest 

We require BCU Level 2 Coaches for the year 
2002. Climbing, Archery, Lifeguarding and 
Ropes Course an advantage. Long and short 
term contracts available with the possibility of 

a modern apprenticeship scheme. 

We are a growing centre which offers activity 
holidays and breaks for a diverse range of age 
and ability groups. For details please write to: 

Mike Paine 
Avon Tyrrell Activity and Residential 

Centre, Bransgore, Hampshire, BH23 BEE 
Tel: 01425 672347 Fax: 01425 673883 

CANOLFAN MYNYDD 

CWM PENNANT 
MOUNTAIN CENTRE 

Snowdonia 
North Wales 

Vacancies for instructors (minimum Summer ML, L2 
Kayak Coach, SPA) and Trainee Instructors for 

March to October 2002. 
Details of these posts are available on our website. 

www.cwmpennant.com 
Or phone for details 01766 530682 
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Hesley Wood Scout 
Activity Centre 
Activity Staff Required 
Hesley Wood is looking for seasonal staff for the 2002 season. We are a small 
residential activity centre situated in Sheffield. Our main clients include scouts, 
guides, schools and youth groups. Activities include climbing, canoeing, 
archery, swimming and orienteering. 

We require the following staff to join our team for 2002 
Assistant Chief Instructor - you will ideally hold SPA, Level 2 Coach, GNAS 
and Pool Lifeguard. You will have recent centre experience and have good 
people skills. 
Multi Activity Instructors - candidates will ideally hold two of the following: 
Level 2 Coach, SPA training, GNAS Archery Leader, Pool Lifeguard, BELA 
and a valid first aid certificate. 
Assistant Instructors - candidates should have a very strong interest in the 
outdoors with little or no qualification and the enthusiasm to work towards 
NGB awards 

A competitive salary is paid for these residential posts and further training will 
be given. The posts will run from April - September. 
To obtain further details and an application form please contact: 
Anthony Holley, Hesley Wood Activity Centre, White Lane, Chapeltown, 
Sheffield 535 2YH 
Tel: 0114 246 7912 fax: 0114 257 0977 
E-mail: anthony@syscouts.org.uk www.syscouts.org.uk/hesley 

<m,"'o"""""'\, 
!£' "5 

\ AMI J 
ORKNEY 
lsLANDS COUNCIL 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED 
Two unique and exciting outdoor instructor posts are available. Instruction will 
be with local school children based at an outdoor centre located on the island of 

Hoy and in island locations within Orkney. The applicants will need to be 
organised, self motivated, creative and will have preferably worked with 

primary/secondary school age children. Experience of instructing for at least 2 
years in a wide range of activities and a good understanding of education in the 

outdoor environment is essential. 

Both posts will start mid April until the end of August 2002 . Salary will 
be £250.00 per week. Travel expenses to and from Orkney, accommodation 

(inc. food during July+ August) and staff training will be provided 

The applicants MUST have the following Qualifications: 
M.L.T.B. Single Pitch Award 

B.C.U. Level 2/3 Coach Award (Canoe or Kayak) 
Hilwalking Leader Award or Summer Mountain Leader Award 

A valid First Aid Certificate (H.S.E. Recognised) 
Clean Full Driving License 

Desirable Experience/ Qualifications: 
Archery, Mountain Biking, Orienteering and a strong interest in 

Geography/Sciences would be an advantage. 

The closing date for applications is Friday 22nd February 2002. 
To obtain further details and an application form please contact: 
Mr Chris Jex, Education Department, Orkney Island Council, 

Kirkwall Orkney, KW1 5 1 NY 
tel: 01856 873535 (ext2414) fax: 01856 876327 

email: chris.jex@orkney.gov.uk 

Edale 
Activity 
Centre 

m---- .. 
! ' \ AMI J 

I;....... ---'""fLl ~ B,!Jll!..l•P'!I ,e 1111,1•.a, 

WALK LEADERS REQUIRED 
ML or WGL qualified Walk Leaders are required for various walks 
(eg. Herriot Way, Coast-to-Coast etc) of one or two week 
duration between April and September 2002. 
For an application form and details of the opportunities available 
please contact: 
Edale YHA Activity Centre, Rowland Cote, Nether Booth, 
Edale, Hope Valley, S33 7ZH 
Tel: 01433 670302 (24 hrs) E-mail: edale@yha.org.uk 

Social Care Solutions 
We are looking for multi­ 
disciplinary instructors 
who can employ their 

skills and enthusiasm to 
working with young people 
who display challenging 

emotional and behavioural 
difficulties. 

We can offer you a 
structured and 

competitive salary with 
opportunities for further 
training and career 

development. Full time, 
part time and freelance 
positions available. please 
contact Clive at our Powys 
off ice on 01588 630123 
for further details. 

NEWIANDS 
ADVENTURE CENTRE 

Require instructors for the 
2002 season. Canoe, Climb, 
Kayak, Mountain bike, Sail, 
Ghyll scramble, Mountain 
walk, Orienteer, Ropes 

course, Archery. 
Applicants require a 
minimum of 2 NGB 

Qualifications, first aid 
certificate and Residential 
centre experience. Staff 

selection weekend February. 
Positions available from 
March. Send a CV and 

covering letter for further 
details to: 

Graeme Chapman 
Newlands Adventure Centre, 

Stair, Keswick, Cumbria. 
CA12 5UF 

e-mail jobs@activity-centre.com 
Website: www.activity-centre.com 



ACTIVITY INSTRUCTORS 
APRIL-OCTOBER I FRANCE; AUS11UA & SWITZERlAND 

Village Camps has -llent opportunities for 
outdoor enthusiasts to instrvct th- activities 

to children at our international centres. 
Applimnts must be at least 21 years of age with relevant 

uperienc:e and/or qualifications. 
A second language is desirable. 

We will provide your accommodation, meals 
and accident/liability insurance. 

Net -ldy allowances from CHF 300 
(equivalent to approximately £120) per-k are paid. 

To apply, visit our -bsite or send enquiries to: 
The Pvsonnel Manager, Dept. 120 

Village Camps, 1260 NYON, Switzerland 
Tel: 00 41 22 990 9405, Fax: 00 41 22 990 9494 

E-mail: personnel@villagecamps.ch 
www.villagecamps.com/personnel 
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Instructor/ Careworker 
Due to the demand for our resources, Corvedale Care are 
currently expanding their staff team. We are looking for 
enthusiastic highly motivated staff who will be required to 
work with young people who present challenging 
behaviour. All applicants will be police checked. Sessional 
work available possibly leading to full time positions. 

Please contact Simon Rouse 
On 01694 724488 

LJ~KESIDE - y - NATIONAL CENTRE , . 

·r YMCA. 
Instructors required for dynamic outdoor centre on lake Windermere. 

We want experienced and enthusiastic staff to work with school 
and youth groups on our outdoor education and personal 
development programmes. 

Minimum one NGB assessment, one NGB training and one 
season's prior experience of working in the outdoors. 

Outstanding training package offered. 

For further details and application form contact: 
Staffing Manager 
Lakeside YMCA National Centre 
Ulverston, Cumbria LA12 SBD Tel. 015395 31758 

I BRITISH ,/'"'"c,,\ R-a~"7- jMounlainleaderTraioojBoardP'[J 
CANOE ;AALA: [IJII 9 ,, I HJ •• .I 1i}'4."1 

11,.C,a UNION 1, T,com, t:: - _j ll If , I • .JIii, 
~ ,.....,,,._, <"+s,,v:s~'\~oq.. RECCXiN5EOTEAC:HING ESTABLISHMENT 

A Registered Charity No. 2128IO 

NS T Adventure has opportunities for, 
our activity centres in the South of Fra1 
season. 
We require L3 canoe Coaches to work 
theArdkhe 
We require L2 canoe and Kayak 
Activity Instructors. 

NST --------- 
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THE on-line directory of UK & overseas watersports vacancies •CO. U {( 

Robinwood offers more than just a great location in the Pennines: 

• Teach Exciting Adventure ActMties to 8- 1 2 year olds () 
Canoeing, Climbing, Caving, Archery ... and many more! 

:>-C: 
• £'s Excellent, rewarding work and great fun! 1NvESro• 1N r•o•L• 

~ FelH<~ season + accommodation in staff houses I' ~ 
• Personalised NGB Training - paid for by Robinwood 
• Great working conditions: Work 4 days - Play 3 days! 5 
• National Training Award Winner 2001 V'1- 2001 

For ~rther ~~.co.uk ('C)~;I,'\. 'JVOOd 
best,job@robi ~ Activity Centro 

~ ~-~~-uk Tel 01706 814 554 

ACTIVITY INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED FOR 2002 
We are a youth organisation with 3 centres in the UK looking 
for enthusiastic instructors able to work with groups of all 
ages. Ideally you should hold at least one of the following: · 

BCU Level 2 training, SPA Training or GNAS Leader Award. 
Training may be available to NGB qualifications. 

Activities include - kayaking - open canoeing - 
climbing, abseiling - archery - rope courses - 
mountain biking and team building activities. 

Contracts available for full or part season. 
Good rates of pay. 

Modern indoor accommodation available. 

For an application pack, please call Jasmin in Personnel on 
020 7592 1836 (answerphone) 

or email personnel@guides.org.uk 

Charity no. 306016 

Herts Young 
Mariners Base 

Seasonal and sessional instructors required for the 
2002 season. 

Applicants should have a minimum of one NGB award 
in Canoeing, Sailing or Climbing 

For details and application form please apply to: 
Head of Centre 

Herts Young Mariners Base 
231 Windmill Lane,Cheshunt, Herts, EN8 9AG 

Tel 01992 628403 
E-mail outdoors@hymb.com 

TEOEC Grangewaters, Buckles Lane, 
South Ockendon, Essex RM15 6RS 

Activity Instructors 
April - September 2002 

Very busy non-residential LEA centre 
requires a team of highly motivated 

instructors/trainees. Min. 1 NGB coaching 
award required for instructors posts. 
Phone/fax: 01708 855228/856422 

e-mail: grangewaters@thurrock.gov. uk 

Instructors Required 
Longridge SBC is a multi-activity Centre 
situated on the Thames near Marlow and 
Hurley. Our users include scouts, guides, 

schools and corporate clients. 
We are seeking to recruit people with BCU and/or RYA 
qualifications who are also enthusiatic and flexible, available 
between Easter and September. A competitive salary is paid 
for these residential posts. In addition there will be 
opportunities to obtain further NGB qualifications. 

Further details from: 
Longridge S.B.C Quarry Wood Road, Marlow, Bucks SL7 1RE 
Tel: 01628 483252 E mail: Jobs@longridge.org.uk 
www.longridge.org.uk 

Staff Required for 2002 and Beyond 
Instructors (NGB Qualified) 
Must have a driving licence 

Cook 
Must have a driving licence 

Bar Person 
ALL LIVE-IN POSITIONS 

Please send CV to 

~ 
OUTDOOR 

~ :J:>'-"";E:r--.r·-r'l.J·R...:a 

Outoor Adventure 
Atlantic Court, Widemouth Bay, Nr Bude, 

Cornwall EX23 ODF 
Tel: 01288 361312 Fax: 01288 361153 
E-mail: info@outdooradventure.co.uk 

"+" Senior Activity 
H / C Instructor 

from January 2002 
Christian residential/activity 
centre situated on the edge of 

the Norfolk Broads. 
Must have BCU L2 Open 
Canoe; SPSA & GNAS an 
advantage. Experience of 

working with adults, young 
people and special needs groups 
For further details please contact; 

The Horstead Centre, 
Rectory Road, Horstead, Norwich, 

Norfolk. NR12 7EP 
Tel: (01603) 737215 

E-mail: horstead.centre@zoo.co.uk 
Registered Charity Number 303986 

~ 
Brenscombe 

Outdoor Centre 
Dorset 

Cl!!J"'l •• iJ~.c•,•t,11111£111!£ 

option of permanent 
position. 
, cw:.a 111.:ca.._,~ 

May-Aug and Apr-Oct 
Brenscombe is a high 

quality centre overlooking 
Poole Harbour with a wide 
variety of programmes, 

activities and client types. 
Tel/fax Tim Hug·hes 
01929-481222 



Shielbaggan Outdoor Education Centre 
Instructors required for 2002 season 

Situated on the Hook Peninsula on the south coast of 
Ireland, Shielbaggan enjoys a perfect location for a 

wide range of outdoor pursuits. 

Instructors required in: Kayaking, sailing, wind-surfing, rock­ 
climbing, orienteering, archery and surfing. 

Competitive rates of pay with time off to do your thing in the rest of 
Ireland. 

- 

Please forward a C.V. either by mail or e-mail to Colin 
Gibbon, Manager, Shielbaggan Outdoor Education 

Centre, Ramsgrange, New Ross, Co. Wexford. 
e-mail address: shielbaggan@eircom.net 

(BCU Level 3 Coach min) 

Instructor 
(BCU Level 2 Coach min) 

Pioneer Centre is a Christian run Activity and Conference Centre 
situated on the edge of the beautiful Wyre Forest in Shropshire. 

We are looking for committed qualified instructors for both of these 
permanent, salaried positions. Accommodation is available. Other NGB 

qualifications are an advantage, although training is available. 

Contact: Kris Kirby, Chief Instructor 
Pioneer Centre, Cleobury Mortimer, Kidderminster DY14 SJG 

email: pioneer@actioncentres.co.uk 
Tel: 01299 271217 Fax: 01299 270948 

OUTDOOR INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED 
To work in our centres in the UK and France between January 

and November 2002 
We provide multi-activity sessions to residential school groups. 

Full training given. 
Uniform and Accommodation provided. 

Please send your c.v. to 
Mike Allison, Personnel Department 

The Manor, Seifton, Craven Arms, Shropshire 

01584 861333 

KAYAKING INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED ... 
... for our island-based Multi-Activity Adventure and 

Survival Training Centre in Argyllshire. Must be at least 
Level 2 Coach, lwith extensive experience of instructing 
youngsters. Starting in May and finishing September, 
we can offer you full board and accommodation, a 

good wage and excellent wild sea paddling all around 
our islands, including the famous 'Grey Dogs' and 

Corryvrechan Whirlpools. 
Please apply with your CV to Wild Island 

( CF), Solwaybank, Canonbie, Dumfriesshire, 
Scotland DG 14 OXS. 

Instructors required 
For a family run Activity Centre in West 
Wales from April 2002. Full board and 

accommodation provided 
Please send CT to:- 

Llain Activity Centre, Llanarth, 
Ceredigion, Wales SA47 OPZ 

www.Uain.co.uk 

~VENTURE~ <.(CENTRE 

Opportunities in the Isle of Man 
4 Instructors required February - September 2002 

Must hold governing body awards in one or more of 
the following. 

Kayaking, Sailing, Climbing, Orienteering, Powerboat 
driving, Archery, Shooting, Hill walking. 

Good rates of pay. 

Live in positions available if required. 
Also required cook and catering/domestic staff. 

Our small centre offers multi activity adventure courses 
to groups of adults, schools and other youth groups. 
Contact Simon Read The Venture Centre, Maughold, 

Isle of Man, IM7 lAW 
Phone 01624 814240 Fax 01624 815615 

www.adventure-centre.co.uk 
email: enquiries@adventure-centre.co.uk 

.~ ~ ;J' i" ...•. 

i~ BRITISH 
CANOE e~ RYA RECOGNISED 

nAClllNG ESTABLISHMENT 

..•••. STUB BERS 
S' r~', ADVENTURE CENTRE 

UBB"€,~ Upminster, Essex 
-o-..JEN"f'!j,, '\"~~ 

1"' '' E' CEI" 

Vacancies for 2002 season 
Instructing and support staff 
required for a busy multi activity centre that provides for a wide range of 
clients. All activities are within 130 acre site with 3 lakes. Close to London 

More details on website: www.stubbers.co.uk 
Applications with CV to Bob Edwards (Centre Director) at: 

Stubbers Adventure Centre, Ockendon Road, Upminster, Essex RM14 2TY 
Or email: admin@stubbers.co.uk 

Charity No. 1080941 
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'1staflordshlrc STAFFORDSHIRE <·:=-s- COUNTY COUNCIL 
o.u- OUTDOOR EDUCATION SERVICE 
Required 2002 at our 4 residential centres all situated within 
Staffordshire. Experienced and qualified instructors to work 
with school groups aged 9 - 13 years. 
• 9 - 12 months contract available Feb/March/ April/May . 
• Free board and accommodation whilst at work. 
• 37 hours a week Mon-Fri, occasional weekends and one 

evening duty a week. 
• Salary £9,376 - £10,554 p.a. (dependant on age and 

qualifications). 
For application pack contact Janet Buxton at Shugborough 
Outdoor Education Centre, Shugborough, Stafford, STl 7 0:XA 
(telephone 01889 881357). 

BRADWELL & ARDLEIGH OUTDOOR 
EDUCATION CENTRES 
We have full-time seasonal vacancies for the period April to 
October at two sites in Essex. 
Activity Instructors at Bradwell residential centre - multi 
activity, sailing and canoeing centre on tidal Blackwater 
Estuary. Sailing ability essential. From £5 ph/37 hour basic 
accommodation available on site. 

Windsurfing Instructor at Ardleigh day centre - sailing, 
windsurfing and canoeing centre situated on a reservoir 2 
miles from Colchester 

For details and application form apply to: 
Bradwell Outdoor Education Centre - 
Bradwell Waterside 
Southminster - Essex - CMO 7QY 
Emai I: adventure@bradwelloec.freeserve.co.uk 
Website: www.bradwelloec.org.uk 

Essex County Council 
Learning Services 

S tanborough 
Park 

Welwyn Garden City, Herts 

Seasonal Instructors 
March - September 2002 

Post Nos: V10013 (part time) £5.57 per hour (pt 6) 
V10038 (full time) £5.74 per hour (pt 7) 

Stanborough Park is a busy RYA and BCU approved 
centre delivering watersports courses and activities to 
individuals, schools, colleges and companies. 

Applicants should have a minimum of one NGB 
award in sailing, kayaking, canoeing or windsurfing. 

Closing date: 31 March 2002 

For an application pack call the Leisure 24hr 
Recruitment Line on 01707 357281 or for further 
information call: 

Terry Isles, Chief Instructor on 01707 327655. 

WELWYN HATFIELD COUNCIL 

An Equal 
Opportunity 
Employer 

BALA. N. WALES Heated showers, Drying room. 
Sleeps 20, 92,4,6,8). l8.oo pn sic. The Coach 
House, Bala LL23 -,HD Gwynedd. Brochure (01678) 
520738 

DARTMOOR O.S.SX 706 696. Camping Barn. At 
Holne. Sleeps 16. Close to pub. 5 minutes to 
Newbridge. Cheap and cheerful. Showers. 
Woodbumer. Tel Katie 01364 631544 

GREY CORRIE WDGE 
AND 

ROY BRIDGE INN 
HOSTEL 

For the Highlands 
Two independent hostels located on 
the A86 in the village of Roy Bridge. 
Fort William 12 miles to the west. 
Private rooms for 2. 3, 4 and 8 
persons. Complete self-catering. 
Heating. Showers. Toilets. Drying 
rooms and All bedding provided. All 
inclusive price. Bar on site, live 
music some Saturdays. 
ACCESS VISA & SWITCH ACCEP1ED 

Tel: 01397 712236 
Fax: 01397 712241 

River Dart, 
New Bridge 

Riversmeade B&B offers quality 
ensuite accommodation, ample 

parking and drying facilities. Open all 
Tel: Joy Hasler 

01364 631224 

Jr1gr~t ~r~~!~ 
Approved Bunkhouse 
Edge of Snowdonia 

Excellent quality bunkhouse accommodation 
for up to 24 people from £7. 75 per person per 

night, including hot showers, heating and 
bedding. Can be fully self catering or we can 
provide delicious homemade meals in the 

licensed dining room within the farmhouse, 
Drying room. 

Call Lynda Parker on 01490 420680 

Dartmoor, Devon, 
15 mins River Dart 
Comfortable bunkhouse, 26 beds in 4 

heated rooms, Hot showers, Drying room 
Lounge with log fire, Fully equipped kitchen. 

£7.50 per night, £140 exclusive use 
www.powdermillsbunkhouse.co.uk 
01822 880277 

GREEK ISLANDS 
Affordable Sea kayak holidays, 
for experienced paddlers - 

Sea kayak rental, guesthouse 
accommodation, daily transport 

to unique paddles sites. 
MILOS ISLAND, GREECE 
www.seaka)'.akgreece.com 

SMALL BUNKHOUSE - Sleeps party of 4-5 plus one 
single room. Comfortable and clean, shower, full 
English breakfast. l12.5opp. Tel: 01691 778016 
DARTMOOR Close to River Dart, friendly B6B, 
well equipped, lock-up ard drying areas, reasonable 
rates. Tel 01364 631261 

GLAN - Y -BORTH 
Nestles on the banks of the River Conway in 

the heart of Snowdonia. 
Ranging from 2-8 berth Bungalows. 

20 fully equipped Self Catering Bungalows. 
Offers home from home comfort. 

Please Phone Bill 
01492 641543 

Sea Kayak Outer Hebrides 

!!!~!~ 
"The finest sea kayaking coastline in 

the world" 
Guided tours and expeditions. 

Introductory/Intermediate 
Full range of courses. 

Accommodation. Details: 
Uist Outdoor Centre, Lochmaddy, 

Isle of North Uist, HS6 5Al 
Tel 01876 500480 

www.canyoucanoe.co.uk 
Kayak/canoe in Cumbria. 1-4 Star 

Training and Assessment. Grade 1-5 
river trips. Slalom training £45.00 per 
day. 2 days from £120. B&B for £10 
per night. Rafting, Oct, Nov, Dec/feb, 

Mar,April 
Email: kayaking@ukonline.co.uk 

01539 738744 
0797 4 196846 

WINDOWS 
0 N THE 
WILD 

HOLIDAYS WITH A 
DIFFERENCE 

Enjoy the challenge of 
canoeing and rafting some 
of Canada's or Mexico's 
rivers and lakes. Holiday's 

.to suit all skill levels, 

WINDOWS ON THE WILD 
2 Oxford House, 24 Oxford 

Road North, London, W4 4DH 
Ph. 020 8742 1556 
Fax: 020 8747 4331 
CAA ATOL 2966 

www.windows-on-the-wild.com 

COME CANOE AT SLENINGFORD 
A superb riverside camping/caravan site in the beautiful 
Yorkshire Dales 
• Excellent on site grade 2/3 canoeing on the River Ure 
• Camping/caravanning by the riverside • 
• Changing and other facilities far canoeists • 
• Day visitors also welcome . : 
SLENINGFORD WATERMILL CARAVAN PARK . 
NORTH STAINLEY, RIPON, N. YORKSHIRE, HG4 3HQ '.' 
Tel: 01765 635201 



A Edale Activity Centre A 
HOSTELUNG 

Introduction to Canoe Sports iNTERNATIONAL 

Introduction (1), Intermediate (2), Advanced (3) - Kayaking and Canoeing 
Introduction to Moving Water - Kayaking and Canoeing 

Coach level l and Coach Level 2 Training and Assessment 
Plus courses in navigation, Climbing, Coving, Mountain Biking, Paragliding, SPA 

Training and Assessment, M. Training and Assessment, and a range of Multi-Activity 
courses/holidays. 

NOTE: we con provide all inclusive (transport, qualified instructors and all equipment) 
wotersports sessions of any duration, Morch - October for any group. 

For further details contact: 
Edale YHA Activity Centre, Rowland Cote, Nether Booth, Edale, Hope Valley, S33 7ZH 

Tel: o 1433 670302 Fax: 0 1433 670243 
J~ L!. lom,. 
l\:i~;,j ~~ 

Guided warm water adventure & coaching 

~

-,~·. ,..~~ Whitewater 
! ' & Sea Paddling 

•,~ Canyoning 
Individual itineraries. BCU Coaches 

Tel: 01286 870908 
Email: happyhippos@virgin.net 

Web: www.wildsa.com 
Insurance available for: 
+ Canoes & Equipment 
+ Activity Travel 
+ Activity Centres 
+ Personal Accident 
For details contact us at:­ 
Richmond House 
16-20 Regent Street 
Cambridge 
CB21DB 

Tel:01223 357131 
Fax: 01223 353705 
Email: canoe@nwbrown.co.uk 
Web: www.nwbrown.eo.uk/canoe 

First Aid Training 
for remote area activities. .t 

Open courses in the Peak District. 
Groups at your own venue. 
HSE approved REC course. 

tel/fax 01298 71827 www.mediact.net 

CANCARVE DESIGNS, Hand made wooden 
canoe models and trophies. For details write or 
telephone 5, Shanklin Place, Beaconhill Green, 
Cramlington, Northumberland. NE23 8HA. Tel 
• Fax: 01670 713640 

IUoi,ttMI.MdlrT-,~ 

i ,1,1 &. .I ,Jl'tl .... , ...• , 
N.W. 

BgQWN 

SALE 
HALF PRICE FABRICS 
MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR GEAR 

WHY PAY MORE? SAE. 
TOR, 24 swireford Rd, Helsby. 

WA6 9BA 01928 722 977 

Holt Fleet, 
Nr Worcester, WR6 6NW. 

Tel: (01905) 455311 
Fax: 08707 400258 

TRADE IITTP'J/www.joelwatersports.co.uk 
email:sales@joelwatersports.co.uk 

Essex North West 

~o:«•••::,;• 
HAVEN RD, EXETER. 01392 219600 

Full range of equipi,ient for all 
aspects of the sport. Playboating, 

Fun, Surf, Touring, Racing. 
www.aswatersports.co.uk 

19" X 15" 
Watertight /ex food) 

Containers with screw on lid 
and handles. 

1 tub £8.50 2 tubs £16.00 
5 tubs £30. 00 

price includes p & p 
Please send cheques payable to: 

TUBS 
78 High Street, Boston 

Lines PE21 BSX 
Tel: 01205 366044 

For all your Kayaking & 
Canoeing requirements 

Large and wid~ range of stock 
Discounted prices call for details 

Friendly &pert Advice 
Speedy Mall Order Service 
Colour brochures available 

fl~G~e~~ 
The Essex Superstore 
Kayaks, Canoes or Sit-ons 
www.nucleuswatersports.org.uk 
01255 812146 or 
07710 375560 

Based in the 
centre of West Sussex 
Kayaks, Canoes & Accessories 
www,southwatersports.co.uk 

(Training) 
www.ukkayaking.co.uk 

(On-Line Store) 
01403 732389. 

Somerset 

Located off A4133, adjacent 
to river bridge 

1?J,,pu{ Canoe Supplies 
Stockists of all leading 

equipment and accessories. 
OPENING TIMES 

Mon - Sat: 9.00 am - 6.00pm 
Sunday and bank Holidays: By appointment only 

01524 388850 
Unit 8. Lansll Industrial Estate, 

Caton Road, Lancaster 
Lanes LAl 3NX 

Gloucestershire 

Email: performance@kajak,.co.uk 
W,b,ite: YIYIYl,kajak,.co.uk 

Canoe & kayak builders and repairers. 
Super marathon C2 available as plans. pre-cut 
panel kit or completed boat in ply, fibreglass etc 

Other boats built to commission at realistic prices. 
Repairs in GRP, Kevlar/Epoxy, polythene, ply, 

stripwood. 
Plastic welding service also available. Call for 

details and quote on your boat 
lain Hutchison (01594) 826273 (Glos) 
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Slow or fast water ... 
;,jl I 

Visit our famous shop 
Call in to our friendly & extensive showroom at 39-41 
Trent Boulevard, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 5BB 

Try the latest demos from all the major 
manufacturers and walk away with a better 

deal than you ever believed possible! 

Call today on 
0115 981 6815 

Bomber Gear; Dag; Dagg~r; Eskimo;~"ciorillas; Jumbo; 
Lendal; Mobile Adventure; Nookie; Palm; Perception; 

Phoenix; Pyranha; P&H; Reed; Robson; Sauvage; Thule; 
Wave Sport; Wild-Water; Werner 
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