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MORE PEOPLE 

HRH Princess Royal to 
open the Marathon 
Racing World 
Championships 
The Princess Royal has agreed to honour the BCU by 
attending the opening ceremony of the Marathon 
Racing World Championships to be held in Stockton on 
Tees during the weekend of September 1-2. 

Although, the opening ceremony will take place on 
Friday August 31 racing will commence on Thursday 
August 30 and Friday 31 with the Masters World Cup. 
There are events open to everyone from young people 
with Lightnings and bell boats, races for adults 
including a 10km open challenge and the master's 
categories from age 35. The Senior and Junior World 
Championships take place on Saturday and Sunday 
and provide the weekend entertainment. 

Special thanks to our sponsors and supporters in 
particular Stockton Borough Council, World Class 
Events (Sports Lottery Fund) and British Waterways. 
Further information about the championships is 
available on page 20 of this edition of Canoe Focus. 

Donald Bean 
It is with great sadness that I bring to you the news of 
Donald Bean's death. At 71 Donald had been a paddler for 
over 60 years. A member of Stafford and Stone Canoe 
Club, Donald was also a keen supporter of several youth 
organisations including the Boys Brigade, Scouts and Police 
Cadets. He was awarded the MBE in 1992 for services to 
the community. A full obituary appears on page 41, he will 
be sadly missed. 

Carel Quaiffe 
As reported in a previous edition of Canoe Focus Carel 
Quaiffe retired from BCU service in December after sixteen 
years service. His retirement was marked by a Sunday 
afternoon river cruise where 50 guests enjoyed tea and a 
trip from the National Watersports Centre to Gunthorpe. 
Both Geoff Sanders, BCU vice president and David Gent, 

chair of the BCU board 
attended the event and 
were able to speak about 
Carel, highlighting some 
of the events that marked 
Carel's service both as an 
employee and as a 
volunteer. David Gent 
completed the afternoon 
by presenting Carel with a 
wooden model of a South 
Greenland kayak and 
Carel's wife Ann with a 
bouquet of Flowers. 

Paddlesport review 
Under separate cover you will have received a questionnaire 
associated with the paddlesport review. This is the first 
major survey of paddlers view and interests that has been 
carried out for several years. Although, completing 
questionnaires are a pain the information that will be 
gained will be crucial to the future development of the BCU 
and in particular our desire to ensure that the organisation 
is paddler centred. 

Laura Wood 
One of our employees Laura Wood is currently very ill, she 
has fallen foul to a mystery illness, which has caused her 
emergency admittance to Hospital. Laura is a voice known 
to many members in her capacity as secretary to the 
Planning and Facilities Department looking after the Access 
Management Committee and the National Development 
Team. I am sure that I speak for all BCU members in 
wishing her well with a speedy recovery. 

Membership Renewal's 
A reminder for those renewing BCU membership: in 
addition to renewing memberships by post and fax the BCU 
offers an online service via its web site www.bcu.org.uk 

National Canoeing Development Centre 
An application for phase one lottery funding has been 
submitted to Sport England in order to take forward the 
BCU's aspirations to establish a National Canoeing 
Development Centre at Holme Pierrpont. If successful, the 
BCU plan to move towards a fully planned phase two 
submission later in the summer and it is hoped that 
building will commence during the early part of 2002. 

Planning and Facilities Department 
I am pleased to welcome Dr George Parr to the Access and 
Facilities Department. George, is an internationally renowned 
hydrologist and designer of several white water facilities 
including the three English artificial courses in Nottingham, 
Teesside and Northampton. George will strengthen our work in 
progressing the BCU facilities strategy. 

BCU Development Plan 2001 to 2005 
The BCU has commenced work on its new development 
plan taking the organisation forward from November 2001 
until October 2005. The BCU plans to organise a focus 
group during the summer to ensure that the plan is 
reflective of our members needs. 

World Class Funding 
I am pleased to announce that World Class Performance 
funding for the BCU has been confirmed until March 2005. 
We hope that a similar period of World Class· Potential 
funding will be confirmed shortly. Our bid for support from 
the World Class Start Programme has been submitted to 
the lottery panel and a decision is expected during June. 

Paul Owen 
Chief Executive 

And finally, 
On behalf of all BCU 
members, officers 

. and employees may I 
wish our International 
teams well as they 
set off on the 
summers trail of 
international events . 
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Going by the 
books 

Franco Ferrero has 
moved on. Although he is 

still maintaining his 
connections with Plas y 
Brenin, he has handed 
over the role of head of 

canoeing and kayaking to 
Lael Collins. 

Franco will now be 
spending much of his 
time developing Pesda 

Press, his publishing 
business, and is available 
for private coaching,safety 

and rescue, first aid 
courses and lectures. 

Contact: Franco Ferrero 
Tel 01248-602287 

e-mail: 
eng@pesdapress.com 
www.pesdll)ress.com 

New boats for polo 
Stirling Canoe Club's polo team has launched a fleet of six new kayaks, bought with a £3,700 grant from Sport 

Scotland. 
A new design manufactured by Double Dutch, the boats will be used by the club's teams that play in divisions two 

and four of the national canoe polo league. 
Says Stirling club coach, James Fleming: "The team has become well established, making significant progress in 

the Scottish leagues. The new boats are a welcome step in taking us forward to a new level. They will also help us 
make sure the sport is attractive and accessible to far more people. The availability of decent boats and kit is vital to 
the sport's growth. 

Adds Alasdair Dempster, chair of Sport Scotland: "We are sure these new kayaks will help the team build on their 
existing success and also serve to bring new people into canoe polo." 

Schools minister Jacqui Smith has announced that around 14,00o of the nation's 16-year olds will benefit from 
challenging adventure activities this summer, from kayaking to learning survival skills. 

The activities, part of a £10-million scheme, are designed to bridge the gap between secondary school and adult 
life and open up options for further or higher education, training or a job with training. The pilot will run through 4 7 
schemes in England. 

Each programme will offer a range of outdoor adventure activities, including canoeing, along with rock climbing, 
sailing, expeditions and other pastimes. 

Good vs Bad! 
For Sale: Riot Kayaks £250. Prankster, Trickster, Disco, 

Dominatrix 44's /4 7's ( all brand new ) 
The above is a posting that appeared on the BCU Surf 

web bulletin board. Pretty interesting, I think you'll 
agree What a bargain? Do you fancy a cheap boat or 
smell something fishy!!! 

When Peak UK received their latest 40ft container from 
Riot Kayaks in Montreal, they noticed that there were 12 
boats missing from their order. As the security seal was still 
on the container, it was presumed Riot had misscounted 
the delivery. 

Fortunately, one week later, our hero Mr X - called this 
forhis own safety - alerted Riot and Peak UK of the above 
website posting. 

Via the internet, a person from Merseyside ( near to the 
port of arrival ) was selling Riot kayaks at less than half 
price. 

The boats they were selling matched the ones missing, 
they were based in Merseyside, and they placed the advert 
two days after Peak UK received the boats. 
Coincidence??? ..... 

Matlock and Merseyside police forces were both 
notified and arranged to purchase two kayaks. Merseyside 
CID recovered nine of the boats plus an Alladin's cave of 
other items presumably also stolen from the docks. What a 
result. 

As a gesture of _RioVPeak UK's appreciation to Mr X's 
honesty he was proudly presented by Pete Astles with a 
brand new Riot Disco Ultralite as a reward. Thanks Mr X, we 
love you! 
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Wanted 3,500 Paddlers to 
attend show at White 
Water Consultancy. 
This two-day event will be 'one to remember and is the first 
of it's kind in the area. Due to Foot and Mouth and the 
majority of tidy water being closed we have decided to 
cheer everyone up by throwing a 'BASH'. In the time 
honered tradition of White Water Consultancy we are having 
a Party. We have got the following manufacturers coming, 
Palm, Perception, Dagger, Lendal, Wavesport, Mad River, 
Voyageur and Wilderness Systems. 

The first annual Kayak Auction will take place outside 
the main building (in the car park) so bring your tidy old 
gear and we'll see if we can sell it for you (gotta be 
reasonable with the pricing though). 

You can walk round our huge (10,000 sq foot) 
showroom and check out all the new boats and gear from 
(just about) everyone. So get of your butts and come visit 
us, you won't be disappointed, we've got it all baby and we 
want to show it to you. The fun starts on Saturday the 28th 
and continues on Sunday the 29th of July. Starts 9 a.m. 
sharp, be there or take up trainspotting. 

P.S. Don't forget the wife, the kids, your wallet and 
remember a Kayak is for life not just for surfing. 

For more info call 01267 223555 or E mail 
sales@wwc.co.uk 

Summer or Autumn 
paddling holiday 
In need of a Summer or Autumn paddling holiday with 
glorious sunshine, superb whitewater and fabulous 
surroundings? Then contact Phil at Adventure Whitewater 
as they have spaces left on trips to Turkey, Peru, Nepal, and 
Bhutan for both kayakers and less experienced people who 
would enjoy rafting. Please contact him ASAP on 0870 443 
0 240 or e-mail phil@adventure-whitewater.com 

Learning to kayak? 
Want to speed up that learning curve and maximise your 
skills on a kayak workshop in Nepal? They have an 
instruction programme devoted to your individual needs and 
skills with highly experienced, BCU trained instructors 
helping you to make the most of you ability. 

There are a few spaces left on Phil's October workshop. 
Please contact him ASAP on 0870 443 0 240 or e-mail 
phi! @adventure-whitewater.com 

Advanced Kayaker? 
Looking for that paddling adventure of a lifetime? 
Adventure Whitewater has an excellent New Zealand 
kayaking trip planned for February next year. Please contact 
them ASAP on 0870 443 0 240 or e-mail info@adventure 
whitewater.com 

www.adventure-whitewater.com 

Welcome to Cornwall 
Established in 1970, Shoreline Pursuits has been running 
kayaking and canoeing courses in North Cornwall for 22 
years and offers both residential and day courses, being 
based at the successful family-run Atlantic House Hotel. 

The family concerned comprises surf kayak competitor 
Simon Hammond and his wife Nicola, who took the 
business over from Nicola's parents in 1991. 

Activities available to young groups or individuals include 
rock climbing, problem solving and most aspects of 

paddlesport, with a specialisation in surfing and surf kayaking. 
Simon is currently a level five surf coach and has 

recently returned from the world surf championships in 
California, where he placed 17th. To find out more, contact 
Simon or Nicola on tel: 01288 354039, or e-mail: 
shoreline@bude.co.uk, or if you are just going down to 
Bude for the surf, feel free to give them a call, when they 
will be very happy to pass on local information and point 
you towards the best beaches and surf in the area. 

Bottom left: Instructor 
Robert Galley instructing 
kayakers in the surf 

Below: Simon (right) with 
instructor Rory (left) 
working hard on a surf 
coaching course at 
Sandymouth beach 
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Enter the web 
There's now a dedicated 

website at 
www.intcanoe.com, 

representing the 
interests of the BCU 

sailing committee, ICF 
sailing committee and 
the International 10- 
metre canoe class. 

Selection 
alternatives 

Due to the outbreak of 
foot and mouth and the 

BCU's subsequent 
action, the freestyle 

committee was faced 
with reconciling the 

situation and formulating 
a plan to select a 

national team for the 
world championships, 

which are due to be held 
in Spain from June 25 - 

July 1. 
Following a meeting held 
in March, the committee 
agreed to take a stepped 
approach whereby if one 
action fails the next step 
can be enacted easily. 

This involves a variety of 
alternative selection 

methods which will allow 
flexibility should further 

events need to be 
cancelled because of the 

f &-m crisis. 
To keep paddlers 

informed of this issue, 
the Freestyle web site 
will be updated every 
week with any new 
information and will 

remain the chief source 
of contact on this 

matter, please bookmark 
(Ctrl D) 

http://www.ukfreestyle@ 
westhost.co.uk/. 

Child's play: 
Perception's high-back child's seat is now available. 
The high-back gives smaller members of the family a 
chance to join in the fun, in comfort, and fits the 
Sierra, Kiwi 3 and Vista. It requires no fixings and clips 
easily under the front of the Sierra seat and in both 
the Vista and Kiwi 3 can be clipped into the front of 
either main seat or into the back of the front seat. 
(£20.00 rrp) 

The Environment Agency and British Waterways have 
successfully bid for £300,000 from the Treasury's Invest to 
Save budget to jointly enhance on-line facilities for Britain's 
50,000 boating customers, including canoeists. 

The two organisations believe the projects funded by this 
money will improve on-line access to services available to all 
Britain's waterway network users; improve the business 
efficiency of the Environment Agency and British Waterways; 
and contribute to the delivery of joined-up government. 

Part of the funding will be used by the organisations to 
develop and extend an e-commerce facility that will allow boat 
owners to purchase boat licenses on-line. Both organisations 
have already developed e-commerce services for their users' 
convenience: the Environment Agency has launched an on-line 
rod licence sales service and British Waterways already provides 
an on-line navigation licence service for its customers using the 
150 miles of waterways in Scotland. 

Although the joint e-commerce development allows only 
boaters to purchase on-line navigation licences, the site will 
also carry information and links of interest to the millions of 
other casual visitors to Britain's waterway network. 

The rest of the funding will be used to develop a 
seamless, 'one stop' Internet-based waterway information 
system using the Environment Agency's and British 
Waterways' current web sites. 

Environment Agency head of navigation, Eileen McKeever, 
says the new Web site would provide customers with a better 
service: "Integrating, expanding and enhancing our respective 
web sites will offer waterway users a more efficient on-line 

Gripping stuff: 
A new comfort grip thighbrace is now being fitted to 
the Perception Carolina. This thighbrace gives added 
grip to more of the thigh without inhibiting access and 
exit from the cockpit. The new thighbrace will be fitted 
as standard from 1st May and is available as a retro 
fit kit (£35.25 rrp). 

www.perception.co.uk 

Wanted: paddlers and 
paddles too 
A number of clubs have now got together to promote racing 
canoe through training days and identifying a number of 
competitions to support, to ensure wel-attended races, 
rather than just one or two paddlers at lots of events. 

We are also trying to locate any C1's/C2's, paddles etc 
that are sitting in clubhouses, unused. Please contact 
Steve Train: 01386 860675 or 
Andy Train: 01386 860 951 

Improved waterways information 
service, providing them with immediate and up-to-date 
information about what's on and where to go on the 
waterways" 

British Waterways chief executive, Dave Fletcher, adds: 
"We are committed to improving access to our waterways for 
all users, in line with the government's policy document on 
inland waterways, Waterways for Tomorrow. This is an 
excellent example of-how, through partnership, we are able to 
deliver on this pledge. The monies saved from this 
development will allow vital re-investment into the waterway 
network, helping to improve even further the facilities we 
provide to our 10 million visitors each year." 

The Environment Agency and British Waterways are each 
contributing a further £50,000 to the project bringing the 
total budget to £400,000. 

The Environment Agency's navigation responsibilities 
range from harbour and conservancy authority and deep 
water navigation authority to operational duties for navigation 
using land drainage bylaws. 

The Agency manages more than 800km of river 
navigations, maintains and operates 126 locks and 
associated weirs and sluices and provides public access to 
these sites. 

British Waterways is the country's largest navigation 
authority and was named Heritage and Tourism Organisation 
of the Year 2001 by the Good Britain Guide. 

British Waterways works in partnership to regenerate and 
revitalise its network for the benefit of its 10 million visitors 
and the local communities that live close by. 
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and.temperature data. Race timers, 
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on easy-to-read illuminated LCD 
displays. Check out the revolution 
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famous quality that only comes 
from 25 years of digital innovation. 
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• 100m Water Resistance 
• Resin strap 
• Low temperture resistant 

(10°C/14°F) 
• Barometer (460 to 1,000 

hPa/mb), atmospheric 
pressure tendency graph 

• Thermometer (-10 to 60°() 
with 10 memories 

• 1/100 sec. stopwatch 
• Countdown timer 
• 5 daily alarms 

tel 
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01454 161058 
01454 160179 

sales@outdooractive.ltd.uk 

I Damery Works 
Woodford, Berkeley 

Gloucestdrshire GL 13 9JR 
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SPF-50D-7 A2VUF 
Around£200 
• 100m Water Resistance 
• Stainless steel bracelet 
• Low temperture resistant 

(10°C/14°F) 
• Barometer (460 to 1,000 

hPa/mb), atmospheric 
pressure tendency graph 

1-. Thermometer r-,o to60°C) 
with 10 memories 

• 1/100 sec. stopwatch 
-•--countdown timer 
• 5 daily alarms 

SEA·PATHFINOER 
connect your wrist to the future 

A selection of Casio Marine watches is available from F. Hinds, H.Samuel, John Lewis 
Partnership and other leading jewellers, department stores and specialist sports retailers in 
the UK and Republic of Ireland. Depth indicators are based on static water pressure in 

accordance with ISO standards. For full details about other models in the Casio range call 
020 8450 9131. Watches shown are not necessarily actual size. 
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Working holiday 
in France. 

Looking for a great 
paddling holiday and the 

rare opportunity of 
getting paid for it? On 

offer to seomeone with 
coaching and leadership 

abailites is eight to 10 
days of paddling on the 
Allier and the Dordogne 
in south western France 
to assess a Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh expedition for 

a school group. There 
are good rates of pay 

and it will be possible to 
bring a partner. 

The group has been 
trained to three-star 
Canadian standard. 

Non-paddling teachers 
are also required to 
provide back-up for 

transport and food etc. 
Contact: P Goodwin at 
Ellesmere College on 
tel: 01691 622331or 
at home evenings on 
01691624989 or e 
mail PaulGoodwin@ 

chateauvary.com 

Mobile Adventure and 
Pyranha join forces 
Two unique and enthusiastic brands "Mobile 
Adventure and Pyranha" join forces. 

Mobile Adventure and Pyranha are very excited 
to announce that they have joined forces to share in 
the development of the Open Canoe Market around 
the world. 

Close co-operation in manufacturing and 
assembly, logistic as well as design and marketing 
will enable both these customer driven companies 
to remain jointly dedicated to producing ranges of 
quality open canoes, with the best outfitting options 
designed for every condition and user. This 

cooperation will enable them to continue to drive forward efficiency and quality, resulting in the very best value for 
money to their customers. 

Mobile Adventure is a small and enthusiastic company, who has been designing and supplying open canoes and 
paddling equipment for over 18 years. It has grown in to one of Europe's strongest and most innovative open canoe 
brands. Led by owner and designer Colin Broadway who is himself a keen paddler. 

Pyranha, who are driven to provide the very best products and after sales service that "make the difference" are a 
small team of enthusiasts led by owner and keen paddler Graham Mackereth. They will continue to grow and develop, 
without losing sight of the importance of being small enough to listen and enjoy what they do! 

In 2001, new models from Mobile Adventure will include the 16ft. polyethylene Prospector, and the Tango, a short 
whitewater solo/double open canoe, whilst at Pyranha the 17'6" Hunter, a family touring canoe, is about to enter 
production. 

Pyranha will also use their considerable and proven distribution network to supply the extensive accessory range 
developed by Mobile Adventure, who will continue to extend this range with further quality accessories. 

With this love of canoeing and enthusiasm for "life" both Pyranha and Mobile Adventure will remain unique brands 
delivering the very best, run and owned by enthusiasts for enthusiasts. 

Paddlesport 
diary 

River Loddon Div.4/0pen/beginners Slalom - Black Swan CC, 6/7 May 
Elmbridge Regatta - May 5* 
Barking & Dagenham Bellboat Regatta - Mayersbrook Lake, May 12 
Moresey Youth Regatta - Westel CC, June 9* 
Westel Open Day - June 16 
London Youth Games Regatta - Millwall Docks June 16 
Shepperton Div.4/0pen Slalom - Shepperton, June 16-17 
Youth Regatta, Essex Series - Leaside, June 17 
Wey Regatta - June 23* 
Mini Slalom (coaching & Diamond Awards) -Islington, July 1 
London Youth Games Slalom - Crystal Palace - July 7-8 
Royal Youth Regatta - July 14* 
Westel CC Tourist Trial - Basingstoke Canal, July 15 
Addlestone Fun Slalom - Shepperton July 15 
Reading Regatta - August 4 
Treasure Hunt - Addlestone CC, River Wey August 12 
Dorney Lake Regatta - August 27 (replaces Welsh Harp) 
Bellboat Regatta - Islington BC, September 2 
Fun Slalom - Westminster BB (no tide day), September 16 
Canadian Time Trial - Wey Navig'n, Addlestone CC, September 23 
Regional Slalom - Canalside, October 1)2 term, date tbc. 
*Races that count for Grand Prix points 
NB Due to Foot & Mouth precautions you must check dates and venues with organisers 
prior to the event. 

Surf's up ... again 
The next Surf Kayak Competition is to be held at Freshwater West beach in 
Pembrokeshire on June 16/17. The organiser is Richard Berry, 49 Mynydd Newydd Rd, 
Penlan, Swansea, SA5 5AE, tel: 01792 542441, e-mail: rich.ben:yl@ntlworld.com 

Newfoundland Sea 
Kayaking Odyssey 2001 
KOGG along with Lendal Products and Bryson Garages, 
of Prestwick, are supporting a team of four paddlers 
on an expedition starting in June 2001. 

The Expedition intends to travel to the rugged 
eastern coast of Newfoundland, in order to carry out a 
14 day self supported journey by sea kayak and to use 
the trip as a vehicle to generate publicity and 
sponsorship for the Meningitis Research Foundation 
(www.meningitis.orgl. 

The team will be taking with them the KOGG Tundra 
Open Water cags, see them at www.kogg.co.uk , to 
protect them against the elements. The seas in this 
area see the coming together of the cold Labrador 
current and the warmer Gulf Stream. The result is 
unpredictable weather and a highly fertile sea, which 
attracts marine life such as the mighty Humpback 
Whale and Orea. Another common occurrence, 
affecting local weather patterns, are the huge icebergs 
that have made their way down from Greenland and 
the Arctic. 

Check out their progress 'live' at 
www.edrenalin.com 
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Surf's still up! 
Despite the foot and mouth access restrictions, which have 
been playing havoc with the outdoor pursuits industry 
throughout the UK, the Surflines team have been rolling up 
their sleeves and making the most of these difficult times. 
Their adventure sports shop in Llanberis remains open 
seven days a week and is an ideal source of information on 
the access situation throughout North Wales. 

"Right now, paddlers can probably find the best access 
to the outdoors here in Snowdonia," says Surflines' owner 
Nick Cunliffe, "Our coastal paddling has been largely · 
unaffected, with unrestricted access to most beaches. 

"We can surf, sea kayak and paddle the tide races 
without causing risk to the farming community. We modified 
our training programme at Easter and converted many river 
paddlers to the joys of tide races, surf and sea kayaking. 

"Our Surflines web site is now live and in addition to 
information about the shop and our coaching programme 
there is a great section on local paddling possibilities, a 
bulletin board and details of worldwide expeditions. 
www.surf-lines.co.uk 

Waste matters 
Surfers Against Sewage are backing local Plymouth 
residents in their call fpr a public inquiry into the expansion 
of nuclear submarine facilities at Devonport Dockyard and 
the inevitable1ncrease in radioactivity that will result. 

American based company DML has applied to the 
Environment Agency to increase the amounts of radioactive 
waste it can discharge into the environment by a worryingly 
large amount. Tritium discharges into the River Tamar are 
set to increase by 700% as MOD submarines are brought 
into the dockyard for refitting. With a half-life of just over 12 
years, discharged tritium is set to disperse within the river 
and along the coast. 

DML executives believe that their proposals will not 
result in a health risk to local Plymouth residents or water 
users, yet scientists and campaigners are warning that 
tritium can cause genetic abnormalities and cancers. The 
matter is currently subject to public consultation, before the 
E.A. make a decision on whether or not they let the 
development go ahead as proposed. 

Comments Vicky Garner of SAS: "This is a matter of 
grave concern for SAS as representatives of water users UK 
wide. Until it can be proven that the proposed increases in 
radioactive waste will not present a risk to health we will be 
pushing for the development to be scrapped. 

"It is vital that a public inquiry is held so that a fair and 
balanced debate can develop. A public consultation 
exercise for a matter as serious and far-reaching as this is 
simply not good enough. SAS will now start lobbying 
Government to push for this to happen. 

"It is ironic that we are being told that the proposed 
increases in tritium are perfectly safe yet at the same time we 
are being told that in 12 years time technology will have 
advanced to enable 80% of the tritium to be removed before 
discharge. If there is no health risk presented by tritium at the 
levels proposed, why is the nuclear industry spending time and 
money on researching the technology to remove it? It would 
appear that they are anticipating the time when the real risk 
from tritium can be accurately assessed!" 

Anyone wanting to back SAS and local Plymouth 
. c1 campaigners such as ANSAR can download a letter from 

the SAS website at wrv.sas.org.uk and send it to the Sec 
of State for the Envirohment and the Sec of State for 
Health, asking them to call a Public Inquiry. For further info 
tel: Vicky Garner at SAS on (01872) 553001 
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All at sea 
The great chalk cliffs of 
the Normandy coast will 

provide a dramatic 
backdrop for the 6th 

Randonee des Falaises 
sea kayak 'cruise' from Le 

Tilleul a Criel Sur Mer to 
Veulettes and Quiberville 
from Thursday May 24 to 

Saturday May 26. 
Details from Guy 
Duponchel, la 

Demeure de Litteville, 
76910 Touffreville sur 

Eu, tel: +33 (0)2 35 
50 93 04. 

Alpine slalom 
challenge 

The pre-world canoe 
slalom championships 
2001 are set to take 
place at Bourg Saint 

Maurice Les Arcs, Savoy, 
in the French Alps, on 

August 17-19. 
Organisers are the 

Federation Franc;:aise 
de Canoe-Kayak, 87 
Quai de la Marne, BP 
58, 94344 Joinville Le 

Pont Cedex, France, 
tel: +33 (0) 1 45 11 

08 50 
e-mail: 

ffck@ffcanoe.asso.fr. 

China calling 
BCU members are invited 
to participate in the 1001 

International Floating 
Festival in China's 

Hunnan and Yunnan 
province, from June 28- 

July 5. 
One of the venues will be 
along the Sheshui river to 

Lake Dongjiang, in 
Hunnan Province, which 

is an ideal place for 
paddlers, with its clear, 
unpolluted water and 

stunning scenery. 
The other venue is the 

Jingshajiang river, one of 
the few paddling venues 

in the world to be located 
more than 3,000-metres 

above sea level. 
For full details e-mail 

organiser Wang Qi, of 
the Chinese Canoeing 

Association, at 
chncraft@yahoo.com.cn 

Paddling into the exotic 
Interested in paddling a really exotic location? The Scientific 
Exploration Society is currently looking for fit and active 
canoeist volunteers for its proposed expedition to Lake 
Malawi, in central Africa. 

The kayak team will be carrying out predominantly 
qualitative work, including a general ornithological survey - the 
southern end of the lake being home to enormous numbers 
of the majestic African fish eagle and other birds. The team 
will also record and film the clawless and spotted otter and 
examine the habitat of these fascinating creatures. 

Lake Malawi is an inland sea, where waves can reach 
15-20 feet at times, so the kayaking promises to be a 
great adventure, if a bit hair-raising at times. Set for 
September 1-21, the expedition will involve over-night stays 
on uninhabited islands and the group will be cooking for 
itself and sleeping in tents most nights. Cost of participation 
will be approximately £2,850, which includes return air fare to 
Lilongwe and all accommodation, transport and food, plus 
comprehensive insurance. 

For more details, contact Anne-Marie Wilkinson, The 
Scientific Exploration Society, Expedition Basse, 
Motcombe, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 9PB, tel: 01747 
854898 or e-mail: base@ses-explore.orn: or visit the web 
site at www.ses-explore.org 

F&M takes its 
sporting toll 
Among many cancellations due to the foot and mouth 
outbreak, West Fest is unlikely ever to be run again, 
according to Dave 'Hairy' Ayres, who was also forced to 
cancel the Eskimo Sunday League. 

Down in Cornwall, the plastic surf competition 
scheduled for May 13 was also cancelled but in this case 
due to a date clash with the Cornish Open competition 
organised by Pete Blenkinsop. 

Peak UK's River Gary wild water event in Scotland on 
September 29-30 is now off and has been substituted by 
an event on the river Nene white water course on the 
same date. 

Another cancellation was the Boats On Show 2001 
exhibition, scheduled for Pangbourne, on the Thames, in 
mid-May. Plans are now underway to set up a 'virtual' show 
on the world wide web and to reintroduce the annual 
extravaganza in 2002 when, hopefully, the aftermath of the 
epidemic will be behind us. 

Not cancelled, but postponed until the last week in 
August is the Hebridean Challenge, sponsored by Western 
Isles Enterprise and Western Isles Council, which should 
have taken place in the first week of May. 

An adventure sport race for teams of five, inclusive of 
back-up, the challenge is a multi-discipline event, involving 
hill and mountain running, biking on and off-road and sea 
kayaking - with entrants heavily vetted as to their suitability 
for the gruelling course. 

The race will now start from the island of South Uist on 
English Bank Holiday Monday, Aug 27, and will finish in 
Stornoway, the Western Isles capital, on Friday Aug 31. 

Entry details can be obtained from Stephanie 
Sargent, on 01851870716 or visit 
www.hebrideanchallenge.com. 

A tale of three sports 
Canoeing, orienteering and mountain biking are the three 
disciplines involved in the Keilder Water TriSport Challenge, 
due to be held at Northumberland's Keilder Water - the 
largest man-made lake in Europe - on Saturday June 23. 

The event is open to teams of three and is a fundraiser 
for the Royal National Lifeboat Institution. Special 

accommodation deals are available and there will be a big 
party evening for everyone taking part. 

Contact Catherine Kaye on, tel: 01423 881000 or 
e-mail: ckaye@rnli.org.uk. 

Scottish polo titles 
Scotland's canoe polo national championship for this year will 
be held at an outdoor venue at Castle Semple Loch, 
Lochwinnock, Renfrewshire, and is expected to attract at least 
40 teams, with around 500 spectators likely to attend. 

Set for Saturday June 30 and Sunday July 1, the 
championship will offer national titles for youths, ladies and 
veterans, as well as the open event. Camping will be available 
and a ceilidfh will be held on the Saturday evening. 

Full details and entry forms can be obtained now from 
tournament organiser Alistair McKenzie, at 19 Bullwood 
Ave, Crookston, Glasgow G53 7PL or on tel: 0141 883 
9795. 

Masters: head for Hungary 
The broad and current-free 2,100-metre regatta course at 
Lake Velence, in Hungary, is the venue for the first masters 
flatwater world cup programme on July 7-8. 

The schedule will feature nine events, multiplied 
according to the !CF age groups, the youngest age group 
being for 35 to39-year olds. All run over a distance of 500- 
metres, there will be K1, K2 and K4 women's races and 
K1, K2, K4, C1, C2 and C4 for the men. 

Entry forms are now available from MKKSZ (Hungarian 
Canoe Federation), Budapest, Latorca u.2. H-1138, 
Hungary, fax: +36 1465 0095 or e-mail: 
www.canoemarathon.hu. Entries (at 60 DM per competitor or 
hard currency equivalent) close on June 21, though late entries 
will be accepted until July 3 at an increased fee of 90 DM. 

Peak Whitewater 
Challenge 2001 
This year Peak's Whitewater Challenge is going bigger and 
better, but staying with the same format of downriver 
mayhem, slalom/river-running section and freestyle. 

Those fun lovin' folk at Pyranha have come on board for 
the weekends to run a secret fun event and provide more 
demo boats for you to try out. 

There will also be technique clinics available for 
playboating fanatics yearning for tips from the stars. This 
means more events, more fun, more prizes, more demos 
and more of a non-stop weekend of activities. 

The Nottingham event, in June, already has a music 
fixture, with the mighty and very entertaining Burdock 
playing live Saturday evening. Check out the new id10t5 
video to get a sample of their tunes. 

The confirmed dates so far are; Tees Side April 28-29; 
Tryweryn May 12-13; Nottingham June 2-3 inc Burdock 
Gig; Nene Whitewater Course Sept 29-30; Oct 6- 7 BCU 
Paddlefest. Nottingham. 

Swanalong 2001 
Weather and foot and mouth permitting, this year's 
Swanalong event will take place on Sunday September 9. 

The Swanalong is an optional charity event and can be 
used for fundraising, or paddlers are welcome to just come 
along for a good day's paddle. There are three sets of locks 
on the paddle which can be used by canoeists. 

A halfway stop at a· cafe or pub has also been arranged. 
For further information, contact Steve Hutchinson on 

tel: 01905 29069 (24 hr answerphone) or e-mail 
shutch2@yahoo.com. 
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Averting a near disaster in far-off Nepal: it's all in a day's work 
for the safety boater 

Definitely earned my money as a safety kayaker as I saw eight 
people come rather too close to death for comfort." I wrote in my 

diary at the end of the day, it had been a long one. 
The day had started like any other. The bright sunlight shone 

through the thin flysheet, waking me. All I could hear was the constant 
re-assuring roar of the Marsyandi thundering by just a hundred yards 
from my tent. I ran through the last few days in my mind. 

The river had lived up to it's reputation for me in all ways: it had 
been exhilarating, scary and hard all at once. At the end of the first 
afternoon I had been glad to finish. Three hours of continuous IV+ with 
the odd V full of huge munching holes waiting for the unwary kayaker 
was enough for me in a day. 

I had to agree with the guidebook: it was far harder than any other 
grade IV I'd ever seen. The river's pace was phenomenal, giving the 
water a big-volume feel, but with tight lines normally expected on a 
creeking river. My boat had felt heavy and unmanouevrable against the 
raging torrent. I'd loved it. 

I got out of the tent and, looking up to the kitchen area, realised 
the guides had been first up again and breakfast was almost ready. 

Muesli-fruit curd, fried potatoes, sausage and toast. Who would self 
support when you can have this luxury and have two rafts filled with 
clients for socialising and partying? 

I was thinking how little rescuing I'd had to do on this trip. By the 
end of the day my view would be changed. 

The technical difficulty of the river means rafts are unladen-and no 
gear boat is taken. This means porters carry gear from camp to camp. 
By ten they had all been loaded up and were on their way, and the 
clients were starting to get into their rafts. 

There were two rafts, one filled mainly with strangers to me and 
ably guided by Brother Love, an American guide. The other raft had my 
girlfriend and many other good friends from home and Nepal. K, my 
good friend was guiding. He was an excellent guide, showing the way 
down grade V rapids with amazing ease. His ten years experience as a 
Nepalese river guide obviously showed. 

I broke in behind Robin, an excellent Nepalese safety kayaker, good 
friend and trip leader. The first rapid was a long hard four. I hoped I was 
ready, as the usual nice and easy warm-up starting rapids were out of 
the question. 
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I hit the first wave with spray covering my face. The second wave 
did the same. The river then became unclear as steam started forming 
on my glasses. I moved my hand to clear them, relaxing my 
concentration on my line and flipped. I cursed, rolling up, put a few 
strokes in and flipped again - my sight getting worse. By the time I had 
broken out at the bottom I had rolled a good eight times. I pulled my 
deck and hopped out to the side, laughing. 

"Having problems?" asked K, looking slightly .concerned as he 
joined me in the large eddy. 

"Bloody glasses got fogged, so I did the rapid blind!" 
"Mmmm, we could tell." 
I dived into the back of my boat, dipped into my dry bag and 

switched the glasses I had on for another pair. The river sustained its 
difficulty but, with the added aid of good sight, my lines improved. 
Robin Santhos andJ I revelled in the on-sight raft speed running, relaxed 
and started to really enjoy the river. 

K's raft was not getting its usual excellent lines. It seemed obvious 
to me that the paddlers were out of time and, despite having four 
kayakers on the crew, was desperately lacking in power, especially on 
one side. 

"Nasty," drawled Brother Love, as five of us looked at the rapid. 
River left was a clear and easy line. Middle to right ended in a large 
terminal stopper. Behind it stood a house-size rock whose cushion 
wave fed back into the stopper, increasing it's size and ensuring it was 
fed from above and below - leaving no means of escape except right, 

with a chute feeding straight under the large boulder. Nasty was an 
understatement; hell on earth seemed wholly more appropriate. 

I headed back to my boat, my heart beating fast, continuously 
looking back, to check the line. 

"Easy line," I thought, "but if you get it wrong ... Yuck." 
I headed down, letting Robin go ahead of me, hugging the left 

bank. The drop was easy, as predicted, and the rafts bounced happily 
down after us. As the first raft appeared, I broke out and headed down 
the river now in the lead, with the rafts a good distance behind me. 
After a very brief flat respite, the river had a large collection of boulders 
on the right, creating a nice simple wide chute to the left. I took the 
chute and broke out right behind the rocks. 
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Upstream I could see the first raft - K's - was a reasonable 
distance away. I spun to look at the river ahead. There was another 
easy chute river right. River left was a large house-sized rock 
surrounded by many other smaller rocks. Most of the water fed into this 
collection of rocks, under the boulders and wove its way out into the 
boils below - not a nice place to be. My eddy, however, flowed happily 
down the chute on the right. 

I spun the kayak back upstream to see how the rafts were doing. 
As I spun I looked up just in time to see K's raft sat on its edge. The left 
of the raft was under water and the right high in the air. It had cut too 
close to the rocks above me, creating my eddy, caught a cushion wave 
and had gone on edge. 

The raft stayed on edge only very briefly before coming crashing 
down upside-down. Quickly, eight helmets appeared, their wearers 
hanging on to the safety line of the raft on the upstream side. K quickly 
leapt on top of the raft. I then felt a terrible fear go right through me. 
The raft was drifting straight for the horrendous collection of boulders at 
river left that created a block full of boulder chokes and siphons. "If 
they could just all swim right hard," I thought, totally powerless as they 
drifted towards the rocky trap. 

Just as K got on top of the raft he looked up to the large house-size 
rock and enclosing horseshoe of rocks around it that he was about to hit. 
"Shit!" he shouted in a voice that had more than a hint of resignation 
in it - a full knowledge of what was about to happen and that he could 
do nothing at all about it. 

The raft hit the collection of boulders and disappeared underwater, 
getting wrapped just under the surface. As the raft vanished from my 
sight I could see the helmets of swimmers all suddenly alone. The little 
yellow helmets moved quickly, being fed like sweets in a vending 
machine along the large rock and then suddenly one by one 
disappearing under it in quick succession. 

My stomach felt sick and I was desperately worried as I broke out, 
paddling hard down the simple right chute to see what pieces remained 
below the rocky sieve. As I dropped, I glanced left and caught a glimpse 

of two non-client helmets, which I presumed, to my relief, to be Kand 
my girlfriend Zoe. I crashed with Robin going down the chute as we 
both raced through. Nothing was said, we had no time. 

To my immense relief, swimmers started to appear the other side of 
the rocks, randomly bobbing to the surface from nowhere. One, two, 
three ... it was looking bad - where were the others?. 

"Swim left," I shouted at Ian and Frank, who were both looking 
confused, and I pointed to the nearest bank. 

I paddled hard to the third yellow-helmeted swimmer, who looked in 
trouble. As I got closer I recognised her as Josie. She was not swimming 
and seemed confused and powerless as the current took her downstream. 

"Grab my boat," I shouted. I shouted again, desperate for a 
response. The third time I virtually put the bow of my boat under her 
hand and she grabbed instinctively at the handle. Her erratic breathing 
came a bit closer towards normal as she began to regain control. She 
began to listen as I told her to kick and towed her to the right bank. 

"Help!" I shouted to an American, who was already on shore, as I 
towed her into the shallow eddy. He waded out and helped her, still very 
unsteady, to shore. I ferried back to the other side of the river, unsure 
of Josie's actual condition, to help her boyfriend Ian who was stranded 
on a rock near the side, frantically panicking about Josie. 

"She's fine," I said, getting him to the side, before pulling my own 
deck, throwing my kayak and paddles onto the shore and running 
upstream to where the raft was still trapped. 

"How many have we got?" shouted K, frantically. He was stood on 
the upturned raft floor that sat just below the water. He kept feeling 
underneath, desperately searching for people. I counted the clients on 
the opposite shore, Ian and the people around me; I counted again to 
be sure and got the same number. 

"Eight!" I shouted, much to everyone's relief. K relaxed and came 
off the raft to the shore. Everyone had made it through; five people had 
miraculously been fed through siphons and popped out the other side 
with nothing more than a few scratches, a dislocated shoulder and a 
good story to tell the grandchildren. 
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~ EASTBARNBY I 
~-\ OUTDOOR EDUCATION CENTRE • 
·~~ A residential centre running Open Canoe \2/ 

and kayak, sea and inland courses at all levels 
Multi-activity and canoeing For a brochure and details of all 
weekends from£ 72. All inclusive courses write to E.B.O.E.C, 
of full board and lodging, East Bamby, Whitby, N. Yorks,YO21 3SA 
equipment hire and fully qualified or 01947 893333 phone mid 
instruction. 01947 893467 fax. 

1V\i\\k EJ.J.y 
\V\l\\k '/t?•.k 

www.yak-paddling.com 
+ 44 (0) 23 9252 8621 
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Sadly, 
not this year 

Due to the foot and 
mouth crisis, and 

following consultation, it 
was with regret that the 

organisers of the Devizes 
to Westminster Canoe 
Race have taken the 

decision to cancel the 
event, which should 

have been held at 
Easter. 

There are no plans to 
run the Devizes to 

Westminster Canoe 
Race on an alternative 

date this year. 
As a gesture of goodwill, 
and without prejudice, 

all entry fees will be 
refunded in full. 

The decision to cancel 
the event was taken in 

order to end speculation 
amongst paddlers and to 

ensure the financial 
integrity of the event for 
the future. By taking this 
decision now, paddlers 

were able to comply with 
current British Canoe 

Union (BCU) advice on 
paddling during this 
critical period. This 

action contributed to the 
collective efforts of the 

canoeing world to 
contain the outbreak. 
Further information on 

foot and mouth is 
available on the 

websites for the BCU, 
BWB (British Waterways 

Board) and MAFF 
(Ministry for Agriculture, 

Fisheries and Food). 
Other information on the 

cancelled event from 
Sally Peake (DW 

Publicity Team 
Leader) on tel: 
01380 818967 

or e-mail 
saUy.peake@tesco.net 

All at sea 
Young paddlers who would like to sample life under a sea of 
sail will be interested in The Jubilee Sailing Trust's new 
youth scheme introduced in conjunction with the 
Leadership Trust Foundation 

The JST Youth Leadership @ Sea Scheme is a unique 
challenge on a tall ship for all the adventure seekers out 
there. A week or two on .a tall ship, working as an active. 
member of the crew, 'day or night, is a totally different 
experience of friendships, teamwork and challenges. 

To be selected for the scheme applicants must be 16- 
25 years old but don't need any sailing experience. 

Each successful applicant will receive £300 towards 
their voyage fee. During the voyage, participants will have a 
mentor who will explain, assist and evaluate them! · 

All participants will be given a pack that includes an 
RYA logbook and a T Shirt. On completion of the course 
participants will be given a certificate as a record of their 
achievement. 

By·the end of the scheme the youngsters taking part 
will feel a great sense of achievement, will have made 
loads of new friends, have developed key life skills, had a 
lot of fun and of course it will look great on their CV! 

The scheme has been launched on the website, where 
bookings and registration are available online. 

For details, contact Sophie Lloyd on tel: 023 8044 
9108 or email: sophie@jst.org.uk 

Here's to tomorrow 
The final recommendations from the Waterways For 
Tomorrow report make numerous proposals for the 
improving of inland waterways generally and propose that 
the Environment Agency should retain its navigation 
function. 

Contained in the report is the following specific 
mention of our sport: "Canoeing is another 'quiet' activity 
which is generally accepted by environmental 
organisations as compatible with protecting biodiversity, 
and is a sport that can be practised by all, regardless of 
age, sex, race or ability. We have received several 
submissions from canoeing organisations. We are 
sympathetic to their concerns but many of the points 
made were relevant mainly to non-navigable rivers, which 
have not been a focus of this enquiry.· 

Comments AMC chairman Colin Kempson: "Thanks 
to all those who made submissions as you have raised 
the profile of the access issue once again at the highest 
levels. It is also very helpful for us to have an official 
statement which recognises our compatibility with the 
biodiversity issues." 

'The Dirty Man of Europe' 
A lack of up to date information has been blamed for the 
United Kingdom once again being branded as 'The Dirty 
Man of Europe'. While the Surfers Against Sewage 
action group acknowledges that the situation depicted 
by the European Commission is not the current one, 

Pooling resources 
Recently launched, Leicestershire Competition and Training 
Group has been created to attract new blood into the 
racing and competition side of kayaking. 

The group is based at Leicester Outdoor Sports Centre, 
whose operators have been supporting the group in its 
start-up and development process .. 

Says Jes Oughton for the organisers: "We aim to attract 
both existing paddlers and youngsters not yet in the sport 
but who have an interest in white water racing, slalom, 
marathon or sprint events. 

"They can be associated with a club or be independent. 
The aim is to pool the talent to provide an active base, 
enabling the individuals to benefit from the high level of 
coaching, facilities, fleet of boats and equipment available 
to us. The can continue to represent their existing clubs 
and hopefully take new wisdom back with them to pass on 
to others. 

"The benefits of training as a dedicated group are 
obvious - participants will get expert advice on nutrition, 
training schedules and race co-ordination." 

The group already includes national squad coaches, a 
current national junior WW racing champion, a GB junior 
slalom squad paddler, many paddlers who compete 
regularly at national level and beginners who show 
potential. 

For information, contact Jes Oughton, tel: 0116 267 
3200 or 0777 552 2697 or Angie Hampton at the 
LOPC on 0116 268 1426. 

there is no denying that the UK is once again in breach 
of European legislation. 

Said an SA spokesperson: "The reality is that we are 
still discharging raw sewage at a number of major seaside 
resorts around our coasts. At Torbay, five-million gallons of 
raw sewage are discharged every day. Brighton, with its 
population of more than 150,000, continues to discharge 
its sewage untreated and in Cornwall the sewage from the 
region's largest connurbation is still discharged through an 
outfall after screening only." 

According to SAS, planning delays are much to blame 
for the delay in the present government's efforts to rectify 
the legacy left to them by the previous Conservative 
administrafion but urges that the whole process should be 
speeded up: "It is the UK tax-payers who will suffer if 
delays to schemes result in a breach of legislation and 
subsequent fines from EU Commission." 

For further information call SAS, tel: 01872 553001. 

Official changes 
Eastern Region reports amendments to its list of LAOs 
(access officers). Now responsible for the Cam is May 
Block, 27 Gilbert Road, Cambridge CB4 3NX, tel: 01223 
311715. 

Dick Foyster, the LAO for the River Thet, in Norfolk, 
and also for the Norfolk Coast, has moved to: 'Haida 
Gwaii', 56 Hackford Road, Wicklewood, Wymondham, 
Norfolk NR18 9Qj, tel: 01953 606910, or e-mail: 
aii,and,dick@care4free.net 
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Crewsaver House 
Mumby Road 

Gosport • Hampshire 
P012 1AQ • United Kingdom 

-paddling.com 

www.yak-paddling.com 

Discover Perfection 
Let Your Mind Wander 
Prijon has designed a superb collection of touring singles and doubles 
to meet every possible touring requirement. If you want stable and 
comfortable touring kayaks that are easy on the pocket try the Capri, 
Alz or Calabria. If you want high performance with unsurpassed 
durability and the rigidity of HTP (Blow molded plastic) try the 
Catalina, Seayak, or Kodiak. For the purists the Yukon-E and Millenium 
in Kevlar Carbon will be difficult to beat. All Prijon Expedition kayaks 
are world renowned for their large tanks and hatches, 

Capri £399 - £449 NEW! Length 367cm 

Alz £399 NEW! Length 440cm 

Yukon Expedition £699 Length 440cm 

Calabria £499-£549 Length 448cm 

..l. 

Catalina Expedition £499-£599 NEW! Length 464cm 

Outdoor 
Career? 
Get qualified? 
HND Leisure Management 
(Outdoor Activities) 

STEC National Diploma 
Outdoor Education. 

Full range of NGB 
Awards. 

Guaranteed 
employment links. 

For further information 
contact: 
Student Services, 
West Cumbria College, 
Park Lane, Workington, 
Cumbria. CA 14 2RW 
Email: studentservices@wcc.ac.uk 
www.wcc.ac.uk 

YtCC(eI•]lll:ffi~ 01900 64331 
THE 

COLLEGE 
WEST CUMBRIA 

Seayak Expedition £549-£649 Length 490cm 

Yukon-E £799-£1299 Length 505cm 

Millennium £799-£1299 Length 505cm 

Kodiak Expedition £599- £699 Length 518cm 

Odyssee K2 Expedition £669-£769 Length 490cm 

Excursion K2 Expedition £669-£769 Length 518cm . ' 

>AVONCRAFT~ BDI lftff 
ROBERT VARDY LTD r •••• .....- •• 

12 West Burrowfield Ind. Est. 
Welwyn Garden City, 
Herts, AL7 4TW 

Tel: {01707) 330000 
Fax: {01707) 333026 
email: sales@avoncraft.co.uk 
www.avoncraft.co.uk 
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Results from 
the 2000 

World 
Marathon 

Championships 
The British Team 
are hoping their 

names will top the 
2001 honours list! 

Men's Kl 
Manuel Busto 

Spain 
Men's K2 Santiago 

Guerrero/ Jorge 
Alonso 
Spain 

Women's Kl 
Maria Santos Spain 

Women's K2 
Andrea Pitz/ Renata 

Csay,Hungary 
Men's Cl 

Carsten Scales 
Denmark 
Men's C2 

Attila Gyore/ 
Edvin Csabai, 

Hungary 

World title racing 
The best paddlers from around the 
world will descend on Stockton-on -Tees 
in August to compete in one of 
canoeing's major international events - 
the marathon world championships. 
There will be 30-plus nations attending, 
including Australia, South Africa, 
Hungary, Spain - to name but a few. 

Britain for nearly 50 years has been running long 
distance (marathon) canoe races. The first races were the 
Bedford to St Neats and the Chelmer. Most weekends 
throughout the year, thousands of marathon paddlers up 
and down the country are out racing. 

Britain has become known for its marathon paddling 
and has an outstanding record in this branch of the sport, 
standing second in the medal tables of marathon world 
championships,having won nine golds, seven silvers and 
one bronze since 1988. 

Britain hosted the first world championships at 
Nottingham, back in 1988, and now has the honour of being 
the only country to run the title races for a second time. The 
event is currently being sponsored by Stockton Borough 
Council, The Lottery Sports Fund and British Waterways. 

The World Cup held on the River Tees last July as a dress 
rehearsal, was so successful that the International Canoe 

Conor Holmes at 
the 2000 Worlds 

Nova Scotia. 
Copy right Barry 

Wainwright.. 

Federation has decided that the Stockton event will have the 
honour of being the first junior world championship as well. 

Marathon is one of the most demanding disciplines in 
the sport. It combines the endurance of long distance 
racing with the explosive power of sprinting. It is also very 
tactical as groups of canoeists attempt to break loose from 
the chasing pack and individuals time their 'push' for the 
finish line. 

The real drama is usually at the start line where the 
competitors are strung-out across the river for a mass start, 
and at the portage sites where the competitors have to 
leave the water and continue the race on foot, carrying 
their kayaks and canoes. However, the finish also proves to 
be spectacular as this is when tactical paddling comes in to 
its own and the strong contenders make a sprint for the 
finish in order to burn oft the other competitors, thus 
resulting in a dramatic finish. 

Last year the championships, which were held in 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, saw the Spanish nation taking most 
of the major honours including the blue riband event of the 
men's singles kayak (Ki). The competition was extremely 
strong, intense and very tactical and many of the competitors 
from last year are looking to reverse the honours list and take 
the championship titles home to their country. 

In 2000, for the first time since the event began, 
Britain did not lift a senior championship medal. Our team 
is aiming to make amends on home waters and have the 
union flag raised on several occasions this time around. 
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comes to Stockton 
Watch out for our home 
grown talent ... 
Some names in with a shout ... 
Ivan Lawler from Surrey won a sixth world title at the 1999 
world championships in Hungary to become the most 
successful British Canoeist of all time - breaking Richard 
Fox's tally of five canoe slalom world titles. Ivan was 
awarded the MBE in the 2000 New Year's Honours list. 

Jenny Spencer, is from Hereford and won the gold 
medal in the junior women's Kl race in Canada in 
September 2000. This year she hopes to be competing in 
the first ever junior marathon world championships, hoping 
to carry off the first ever junior ladies world title. 

Conor Holmes paddles at Elmbridge Canoe Club and he 
won the World Cup held in Stockton last year. He had a 
disappointing race at the Worlds in Nova Scotia but is very 
much looking forward to the competition being held on 
home ground this time and hopes to take the honours he 
missed out on last year. 

Anna Hemmings paddles at Elmbridge Canoe Club and 
is currently studying economics at the Royal Holloway 
University, in Surrey. Anna gained the world canoe 
marathon title in 1999 but was unable to defend her title in 

. 2000 due to competing at the Sydney Olympics. She has a 
good track record of competing at international level and as 
well as being world champion she, in the same year 
(1999), became European champion. 

Steven and Andrew Train are from Flad bury and have 
been competitively competing in a canoe together since 
1981. They have a host of titles, including three world 
championships, in1988, (the first ever world marathon 
championships, held in Nottingham). 1996 and 1998. 
Andrew is in the front and sets the pace, while Steven steers. 

The Event 
This is the top competition for the best marathon racers from 
all over the world. Individual titles are at stake but there is also 
a team competition among the countries competing. 

Each of the competing nations can enter two crews in 
each of the classes. However, only the first finisher's points 
count towards the team trophy. There are classes for 
senior men in Kl, K2, Cl and C2 and for senior women in 
Kl and K2. 

The races for junior men (under 18) are in Kl, K2 and 
Cl, and for junior women in Kl and K2. The distance 
raced is normally 35 km for seniors and 22 km for juniors. 

Alongside the World Marathon Canoe Racing 
Championship the Masters World Cup races are held for 
those over the age of 35 and are categorised in to type of 
boat (K1/K2) and age range. 

The course 
Diagram · Course map ... 
The championship course starts next to the university, from a 
held start. Paddlers race through the centre of Stockton-on- 

Tees for 8 km upstream to Preston Park. Here they portage for 
350 m over grass. Returning towards the start area, they 
portage for 150 m around the replica of Captain Cook's ship 
Endeavour, before turning at the barrage for another lap to 
Preston Park and the long portage. 

Returning to Stockton they again portage around 
Endeavour before the 1. 7 km to the barrage, turn and final 
600 m to the finish. The total length of the course is 35.8 
km and will take from two-and-a-half to three hours. 

Juniors will race one full lap up to Preston Park for the 
portage, back to Stockton, portage around Endeavour, to 
the barrage. Then a short lap will take them back to the 
centre of Stockton for another portage of the Endeavour, to 
the barrage and finish, giving a 22 km course which should 
be covered in one-and-a-half to two hours. 

The masters course will be as for the juniors but without 
the portages. 

Where to watch 
The best spectator viewing points are at the start/finish area 
and the two portages where you can witness the action as 
these world class athletes leave the river to continue the 
race on foot, carrying their boats. 

Access, parking and viewing at all these major points is 
free. In addition, much of the course can be followed by 
bicycle. There will be a public address system at the 
start/finish and at both portages to keep spectators informed 
of the up-to-the-minute race situation around the course. 

Start/finish 
This is located at the University, Stockton-on-Tees on the 
south side of the River Tees, some 600 m upstream of the 
Tees Barrage. It is easily accessible from the A19, A66 and 
Stockton town centre. 

Portage A 
This is within Preston Park, 
which lies on the east side of 
the A135 Stockton - Yarm 
Road, 1.3 km south of the 
A66 and just 3.5 km from the 
centre of Stockton. The large 
open parkland includes the 
Preston Hall Museum and 
aviary. It is an ideal location 
for a day out, a picnic and to 
watch the racing. 

Manuel Busto (ESP) being 
chased by Istvan Salga 
(HUN) and Michael 
Leverett (AUS) racing in to 
the first portage at the 
Worlds in 2000. 
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Further details Portage B 
and entry 

forms from: 
The Event 

Secretary Masters 
World Cup, Jim 

Rossiter, 101 
Whyteleafe Road, 
Caterham,Surrey, 

CR3 5EJ, tel: + 44 
(0) 1883 346631; 

fax:+ 44 (0) 
1883 346631; e 
mail: jimrossiter@ 

bcuinternet.com 

Located at Castlegate Quay in Stockton and accessible off 
Riverside. The competitors will exit the water at the slipway 
to the new watersports centre and race around the replica 
of Captain Cook's historic ship HMB. Endeavour before 
putting back onto the water from the quayside. 

For up to date information on what Nations are 
attending' who is who at the championships; what is 
happening when; race start times results; and local, 
national and international stories, visit our web site at: 
http:/ /www.worldcanoemar-stockton.co. uk 

The Masters World Cup 
Alongside the marathon world championships, the 
Marathon Masters World Cup is held. It is a competition in 
which Britain has been extremely successful. To become a 
veteran in the sport of marathon canoeing a competitor has 
to be 35 years plus and as the sport of marathon canoeing 

--------------------- suits all ages and 
K1 Lightning National Regatta will take place during the World 
Championships 

abilities we have many 
veteran paddlers who 
compete at all levels of 
competition. 
The actual Masters World 
Cup is a really exciting 
competition and provides 
the opportunity for 
experienced paddlers 
from all over the world to 
take part, as well as 
catch up with old friends 
and make new ones. The 
British Canoe Union is 
inviting all-comers to 
take part in this year's 

Steven and Andrew Train 

event, which will be held on the Thursday and Friday before 
the 9th ICF Marathon Racing World Championships and 
first Junior Marathon Racing World Championships. 

Entries will be accepted from any competitor who is a 
current member of their national federation and who 
celebrates their 35th birthday before January 1, 2001. 

Racing Categories 
There will be separate categories for men Kl, women Kl, 
men Cl, men K2, and women K2 
There will be eight age groups for each 
singles category :- 
35-39, 40-44, 45-49, 50-54, 55-59, 60-64, 65-69, 70 
and over. 
There will be four age groups for each 
doubles category : 
35 - 44, 45 - 54, 55 - 64, 65 and over. 

The age of each competitor will be taken as his or her 
age on January 1, 2001. Proof of age will be required. 

For 2001 a paddler must have had their 35th birthday 
before 1st January 2001 to compete in the Masters World 
Cup. They must have had their 40th birthday before 1st 
January 2001 to compete in the 40-44 age group, their 
45th birthday before 1st January 2001 to compete in the 
45-49 age group and similarly for all the other age groups. 

The class for a doubles crew will be determined by the 
age of the youngest crew member. Competitors from 
different clubs and different national federations may race 
together in doubles crews. A minimum of five entries are 
necessary for a separate class. If there are less than five 
entries the competitors will be moved to another class for 
which they are eligible. 

Entry Fees 
All competitors will be required to pay a single entry fee of 
£25. This will entitle them to race in both the singles races 
and the doubles races. There will be no other 
administration or accreditation fee. 

Accreditation 
Upon arrival at Stockton and payment of the entry fee, all 
competitors will be issued with their accreditation pass, boat 
numbers, body number and a provisional start list. 
All competitors should have the permission of their national 
federation to compete and should bring evidence of current 
membership of their national federation as well as proof of age. 

Entries, together with the £25 entry fee per paddler, 
must reach the event secretary by August 10. Paddlers who 
have not determined their doubles partner will be allowed 
to make a late doubles entry, at the event, provided their 
singles entry has been received by August 10. 
Story by Tamsin Phipps 
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Swapping silver for gold! 
Get on the tour! 
Are you a dedicated C1 
who was under 16 on 

January 1st this year? If 
you are in division two or 
above, or maybe in the 

top ranks of division three 
and only just missed 
promotion, this could 

interest you. 
We have a dedicated C1 

coach and want to 
improve our Cl's in GB 
canoe slalom - and we 

are looking at C1s for the 
summer tour to Eastern 

Europe. 
Interested? - then Contact 

Jim Croft GB, U16 team 
manager, on email 

jim.croft@ntlworld.com 
or tel: 01582 651615 

Paul Ratcliffe takes 
national slalom title 
Olympic silver medallist, Paul Ratcliffe 
confirmed his outstanding talents by 
winning the UK canoe slalom 
championship in great style. 

2 7 -year old Paul, from West Bridgford in 
Nottinghamshire, is now rated as number one in both the 
UK and the world. Heather Corrie won the ladies event in 
the championship, whilst Rob Turner was the only 
competitor to win all of the three race series. 

Leading the UK championships with two wins from the 
two races at Bala, in North Wales, Paul Ratcliffe had a 
maximum 60 points to win the UK title and having been 
pre-selected for the World championships and World Cup 
races decided not to race at Holme Pierrepont due to flu. 

Sue Janes, slalom committee chair comments: "This 
year began with the cancellation of the Welsh International 
as a result of the foot and mouth outbreak. The Holme 
Pierrepont Premier race was cancelled due to flooding and 
the changes made to the selection races forced the 
Scottish Canoe Association to cancel the Grandtully 
International. 

The UK champion paddlers are decided on the basis of 
three races early in the season - the final of the UK 
championships and Great Britain team selection taking 
place at the artificial slalom course at Holme Pierrepont, on 
Easter bank holiday Monday. 

Paul Ratcliffe revealed: "Last year I concentrated on the 
Olympics and the World Cup. I then took a long break and 
have decided to focus on preparing for Athens in 2004. The 
challenge this year is the world championships, which will 
take place in the US in September, and I will be looking to 

improve on my previous 
bronze medals." 
The Nottingham race ran 
in windy conditions and 
produced anxiety down 
to the last run, especially 
in the ladies event. Local 
Holme Pierrepont Canoe 
Club paddler Heather 
Corrie and Laura 
Blakeman, Sydney 
Olympian, tied on points 
but Heather took the 

Pictures by Chris 
Weissenborn 

chrisweissenborn@ 
btinternet.com 

national title on the basis of the technical detail of the tie. 
Paul Ratcliffe, Stuart McIntosh (C1) and Smith/Bowman 

(C2) had been pre-selected to represent Great Britain at 
the 2001 World Championships in Georgia, USA, in 
September. This was due in part to their respective top-ten 
performances at the 2000 Olympics. 

UK Champions 
Kayak Single Men 
Paul Ratcliffe, Llangollen Canoe Club 
Kayak Single Ladies 
Heather Corrie, Holme Pierrepont 
Canadian Single 
Rob Turner, DOUP 
Canadian Doubles 
Green & Green, Llandysul Paddlers 

Individual race results 
Bala race 1 
Mens kayak singles 
1st Paul Ratcliffe Llangollen Canoe Club 207.65 
2nd Tim Morrison Peak UK 213.69 
3rd Neil Buckley Shrewsbury CC 214.92 

Ladies kayak singles 
1st Heather Corrie Holme Pierrepont CC 241.10 
2nd Kimberley Walsh CR Cats/ Peak UK 247.41 
3rd Laura Blakeman Stafford & Stone 249.78 

Canadian singles 
1st Robert Turner D0UP 229.07 
2nd Craig Brown CR Catsa 240.25 
3rd Andrew Nicoll Sandhurst 245.20 

Canadian doubles 
1st Green/Green Llandysul Paddlers 265.68 
2nd Roden/Roden Stafford & Stone 266.40 
3rd Moore/Matthews Halifax 297.01 

Bala race 2 
Mens kayak singles 
1st Paul Ratcliffe Llangollen Canoe Club 225.57 
2nd Campbell Walsh Double Dutch/Rasdex 226.29 
3rd Anthony Brown Peak UK 226.76 

Ladies kayak singles 
1st Laura Blakeman Stafford & Stone 255.23 
2nd Heather Corrie Holme Pierrepont CC 261.36 
3rd Michelle Patrick Warrington CC 262.28 

Canadian singles 
1st Robert Turner DOUP 244.53 
2nd Daniel Goddard South Avon 253.61 
3rd Andrew Hamilton Stafford & Stone 259.90 

Canadian doubles 
1st Green/Green Llandysul Paddlers 266.64 
2nd Roden/Roden Stafford & Stone 276.24 
3rd Turnbull/Turnbull Newhaven & Co Int Ltd 329.71 

Holme Pierrepont race 3 
Mens kayak 
1st Tim Morrison Peak UK 221.72 
2nd Tim Baillie Aberdeen 222.15 
3rd Anthony Brown Peak UK 223.69 

Ladies kayak 
1st Helen Cardy Rasdex 257.64 
2nd Laura Blakeman Stafford & Stone 258.19 
3rd Heather Corrie Holme Pierrepont 260.48 

Canadian singles 
1st Rob Turner DOUP 242.77 
2nd David Florence Forth 250.21 
3rd Andy Hamilton Stafford & Stone 250.56 

Canadian doubles 
1st Smith/Bowman Peak UK 246.66 
2nd Roden/Roden Stafford & Stone 265.01 
3rd Green/Green Llandysul Paddlers 268.82 
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Courses that are different 
Patterdale Hall 
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Sport spec £325 F~llplate 1Qotre1t 
Backrest 1 

(Club spec £280) Foam padded thighbraos 
• D~~~ug 

IJLJ) _Ttf JH.G 
01209?21·1977 

www.wildthings-canoes.co.uk 
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trailers 

from £600.00 
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from 
£1,200 
+vat 

I '!Holds As Ma~y Boals As You Like 
#W'llh Storage tx 
'IBral<ed or Unraked 

!-/1'/ ll-['~~:;101-- + vat 

+vat 
Small T ralers For Small Vehi:las 
·SlorageBor 
#As big or as small as you l~e 

Small box convertible trailers 

Folding trailers 
#Folds Down Flat 
#Stores Against Wall 
#Holds 12/14 Kayaks 
#Or 6 open Boats 

e 
01257 272575 
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Aspiring intermediate kayakers often 
view expedition paddling as a black art, 

leaving it up to the experts to make 
videos about. The unpredictable nature 
of remote expedition paddling requires 

additional knowledge and skills, without 
seemingly straightforward river descents 

become potentially hazardous. 

River leadership,«t"p management techniques, swift water 
rescue drills, _.crtal skills, weather forecasting knowledge, 

-, • r ;:Cw~J emergency contingency planning awareness and navigation skills are 
but a few of the talents needed by expedition leaders. 
Having grown tired of waiting to be invited on an expedition to begin 

the apprenticeship, I felt it was time for me to adopt a more 
proactive stance. It is for this reason nine intermediate Royal Navy 
and Royal Marine kayakers with little overseas' boating experience 
visited New Zealand to attend an expedition training camp. 
One drizzly evening last November, the wannabe expedition unit 

flew out from the UK to the South Island of New Zealand. with just 
14 days to complete an extremely ambitious training programme, 
hosted by Mick Hopkinson, of Blue Nile, Dudh Kasi, Karnali, Nevis 
Bluff etc fame, at his New Zealand Kayak School. 
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Mick's aim was to take us from comfortable grade-three paddlers 
to grade-four plus boaters, equipping us with all the relevant 
expeditionary skills along the way. 

Most kayakers have heard of this boating mecca, in the Southern 
Hemisphere, called New Zealand, However, unless you have been there 
it is difficult to comprehend how good it really is. 

New Zealand is split into two Islands of similar size, the North 
and South Islands. North Island is a rugged volcanic strip of 
land with beautiful surf beaches, remote uncontaminated 
rivers. sub-tropical forests and the country's nucleus, the 
lively city of Auckland. 

South Island is characterised by a huge and unspoilt 
alpine range, capped by lofty Mt Cook - and the West 
Coast of South Island is where it happens, with 



literally hundreds of creeks cascading out of the Alps, many of them 
still unexplored. 

Access in most cases is by helicopter, w ith pilots charging 
ludicrously low prices for this adrenalin-pumping class-five shuttle. The 
paddling season is pretty much-year round if you don't mind the cold. 
But, if you want blue skies and predictable rain showers topping up the 
rivers, then September to February is the time to visit. W ith access 

freedom, friendly people and unlim ited paddling opportunities, I cannot 
think of a better place to begin the expedition apprenticeship. 

A knock on the bedroom door at silly o'clock, calling all team 
members to the pool, characterised the commencement of the four 
day personal skills phase. 

Working on the general premise that your troubles don't really begin 
until you are swimming, strong and weak side rolling was hammered, 

Tel. 
087011113 0 2110 (UK) 

E-mail. 
info@aaventure-whitewater.com 

Website 
.aaventure-whitewater.com 

Southwater Watersports Centre 
Cripplegate Lane, Southwater, 
West Sussex RH13 7UN 
Tel: 01403 734424 
Fax: 01403 738710 

Kayak & Open Canoe Training 
1,2, 3, & 4 star training/ assessment 

Canoe Safety Test 
Level 2 Coach Training 

Level 2 Coach Assessment 
First Aid Training 

River Journeys Kayak & Open Canoe - - - info@southwatersports.co.uk www.southwatersports.co.uk 
www.ukkayaking.co.uk Online Shop 

Aaventure-Whitewater 
Agent for AT0L 33118 

As well as our regular , 
departures, private group 
trips can also be arranged' 
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until abdoms felt like poppadoms. 
Following a leisurely break for breakfast, the next session took 

place on the slalom course. Mick's new adage was slalom gets you 
around holes, rodeo is what you do when you end up in them! 

The day always ended with a river section at class-three plus, 
hammering home the points outlined earlier in the day. Murchison, our 
base camp, is blessed with 14 class three-four river sections within a 
20-km radius. From technical creek runs to big water paddling on the 
River Buller, we were never bored. 

Phase-two began with a distinct shift in emphasis from individual 

paddling to developing group skills. Pool sessions became voluntary, 
rodeo sessions crept in and the majority of the day was spent on the 
river. Swift water rescue training and river leadership took prominence. 
Self-sufficiency was now the order of the day, as a lost boat or poor 
judgement leading to injury, could lead to an epic two-day walk out 
from the mountains. 

Suddenly, an air of seriousness crept in. The rivers we were now 
running were test-piece rivers and only on successful negotiation of 
them would we be allowed to graduate to the West Coast. 

No advice was given by our guides as to whether individuals should 
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run various stretches of these river: the emphasis was on individual and 
group responsibility. 

When things went wrong, the group had to sort it out, not look to 
our guides for inspiration and direction. The huge earthquake slips on 
the Buller and Matakitaki, combined with the steep continuous Glenroy, 
marked a quantum leap in our ability level. 

Before we had a chance to dry our kit, the six-day West Coast 
expedition phase was upon us. Helicopters booked, big volume 
boats packed, kit checked and food distributed - all we had to do 
was drive to the helicopter landing site, normally a deserted road, 
and wait for the pilot. 

Over the next five days we ran the Landsborough (class three-four), 
Hokitika (class four plus), Wanganui (class fopur-five) and Whateroa 
(class four-plus). 

We encountered steep continuous and committing gorges, with 
beautiful clean emerald-coloured water, pool drop rapids dwarfed by 
alpine ridges, unspoilt beaches and not a single person the entire time. 
Quite literally we were allowed this white water playground to ourselves. 
The rivers changed constantly throughout; from tight, technical 'must 
make' boofs to committing large-volume pushy ferry 

glides. Expedition 
paddlers need to be 
able to paddle 
outside their comfort 
zone when the 
situation arises: the 

groundwork for this had certainly 
being laid. 

Throughout this phase, our 
guides watched, intervened 
when absolutely necessary, and 
provided the safety net giving us 
the confidence to try things we 
would surely not have dared 
tackle otherwise. 

The learning curve had been 
steep, we had been coached 
individually and as a group, 
completing two UK seasons' 
worth of paddling in 14 days. 

info 

Are we now ready to undertake our own expedition challenge? The 
answer is we don't know; ask us when we get back from India! 
Jez Hunter 



• BCU 1-3 Star courses 
• BCU 4 and 5 Star Sea Kayak courses 
• BCU Instructors Courses 
• Private Lessons 
• Canoe Training Pool 
• Residential Courses for adults Et young people 

• Group enquiries welcome 

For a brochure, contact: 
Calshot Activities Centre, Calshot Spit, Fawley 5045 1 BR 

www.hants.gov.uk/calshot 

Tel: 023 8089 2077 

Unbeatal>le 

n of talented 
... .,, aim, our dedicated tea, 

paddling coaches combined with an 
incredible range of courses and 
kayaking equipment will set you up for 
an unbeatable paddling experience. 

Whether you're new to paddlesport, 
want to gain coaching qualifications or 
join an expedition, there's a course to 
suit all levels.With easy access to some 
of the best sea kayaking in Britain and 
the whitewater rivers and lakes of 
Snowdonia on our doorstep, our 
courses offer the ultimate paddling 
adventure. 

• Beginner and Improver weekend 
and 5 day courses 

• Freestyle, Whitewater, 
Sea & Surf courses to get you 
started & develop your skills 

• BCU star tests & coaching 
qualifications 

.ew expeditions to Ireland 
and The Orkneys 

For details, ring 
01248 670964 
plas.menai@scw.co.uk 
www.plasmenai.co.uk 

m 

The National Watersports 
Centre 
Caernarfon, Gwynedd 
LL55 1 UE 
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Contact Len 
Hartley at tel: 

0151605 1834 
or e-mail: 

Les is the man 
If you're young and looking for 
watersport action, there are lots of 
exciting events for youth paddlers 
planned for the summer months - 
check with your local paddlesport 
development officer for details - 
culminating with the Bellboat 
national championships on October 6 
at the National Watersports Centre, 
Nottingham. 

We now have eight BCU paddlesport development 
officers (PDO's) supporting youth development 
throughout the regions. 

Over the next few issues of Canoe Focus we will be 
running a series of profiles of our PDO's - kicking off this 
time out with Len Hartley, who has recently been 
appointed as PDO to North West and Yorkshire regions. 

"I would like to take this opportunity to introduce 
myself as the newly-appointed paddlesport development 
officer for the Northwest Region," says Les, "My 
background in the sport stems from my initial introduction 
whilst working with the National Children's Home in the 
early 80's. It became clear that the sport had so much to 
offer and I embarked upon developing my own personal 
and coaching skills. 

"My local canoe/kayak club provided me with access 
to slalom and sprint racing events and that enabled me 
to understand the value to be gained from competitive 
events. I have been fortunate to work alongside some 
great coaches who have contributed to my own personal 

development as a coach and I am currently a level-five 
sea coach and at level-four inland. 

"Paddling in its various forms has involved some great 
locations and experiences for me: French Alpine rivers, 
the south east coast of Australia, the eastern seaboard of 
the USA, paddling with dolphins in the Florida Keys and 
not least the British Isles. 

"I qualified DPHE Youth/Community-Cert Ed Teaching 
and my experience in youth & community work has 
further reinforced the benefits of paddlesport in my work 
with young people from various backgrounds. 

" In my position as PDO I am only too aware of the 
need to ensure young people are provided with 
opportunities that enable them to participate in 
paddlesport in all its various forms. I am fortunate that 
within the region there are a great deal of resources to 
draw upon - and these include those many enthusiasts 
working with young people within local clubs, centres, 
schools, and uniformed organisations. 

"The focus of my work will be the Manchester area - 
whilst the remainder of my time will be spent supporting 
the other sections of the North West Region and 
Yorkshire. As part of my work in Manchester, Paddlequest 
Northwest 2002 is scheduled to take place prior to the 
Commonwealth games, which are being hosted in 
Manchester in 2002. 

"Paddlequest will provide an opportunity for young 
people to take part in various disciplines, including 
individual and team events. This will be a golden 
opportunity to celebrate the diversity of the sport and the 
achievements of young people. 

"I believe the key factor in maintaining and increasing 
the numbers of young people in paddlesport is dependent 
upon a collective will and the ability for us all to work 
together. I look forward to your support as well as the 
support I can give you. In the meantime please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you require further information." 
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National Bellboat Champion,.._ 
Venue: National Watersports Centre, 
Holme Pierrepont, Nottingham 
The third National Bellboat 
Championships will again form part of the 
BCU Paddlefest weekend together with a 
special youth programme of events on 
the Saturday. Interested? Why not enter 
a team and join in the fun? 

Event guidelines 
Teams - 8 paddlers - mixed teams (4 boys and 4 girls) are 
encouraged. Helms will be provided if necessary. 

Age groups - Teams can be entered for either U12, 
U15, or U18 (by 1 September) 

There will be a prize in each age category for the fastest 
Scout/Guide team. 

We will also run a VIP race for adults and helpers. 
Entry Fee - £24 per team ( £3 per individual) - this 

includes entry to all Youth Programme events . 
Buoyancy Aids - all teams should bring buoyancy aids 

(we can arrange buoyancy aids for teams who do not have 
their own but please let us know in advance). 

Each team will race a minimum of 2 times against 
other teams over a distance of 250 mts. All teams will be 
timed and the fastest teams will qualify for the finals. 

Entries - are restricted so get your entry in early! 
An information pack will be sent out to entrants prior to 

the event and details will be posted on the BCU web site - 
www.bcu.org.uk. Closing date for all entries 29/9/01 

Drawing Competition - Why not have a go at drawing 
your own picture representing your Bell boat experience - 
there will be a prize for the best ones at the regatta. 

1· 
I 
I 
I 

Other activities 
There are lots of other activites to enjoy over the whole 
Paddlefest weekend for all paddlers and a special youth 
programme of events on the Saturday to include: 
• Diamond Slalom Challenge 
• Lightning Regatta 
• Come and Try - different boats 
• Ergo Paddle Machine Challenge 

Full details of these activities will be sent out in the 
Team Leader's Information to all entrants - or check out the 
Youth Programme site on the BCU Web Site. 

http://www.bcu.org.uk 

Send entries to: 
British Canoe Union 
John Dudderidge House, 
Adbolton Lane, West 
Bridgford, Notts NG2 SAS 
Tel: (0115) 9821100 
Fax: (0115) 9821797 
E-mail: info@bcu.org.uk 
www.bcu.org.uk 
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in' ••• 
English surf kayak championship team member Simon 
Hammond gives his slant on California dreaming 

A delighted Simon 
Hammond with his trusty 

Riot Boogie. 

Do you know the way to San Jose? It 
was the first cliche of the English Surf 
Kayak team's trip and would have 
sounded cool if only Gary Adcock 
could have correctly pronounced 
'Jose'. Still it made us laugh, again 
and again and again. 

The trip had got off to a great start and by the Saturday 
night of the first weekend the whole of the English surf 
kayak team had assembled in Santa Cruz, south of San 
Francisco (and San Jose) in preparation for the world surf 
kayak championships. 

Gary Adcock and Pete Evans had been in town for a 
couple of days before the rest of us arrived and had already 
sampled the delights of Steamer Lane - the world-famous 
righthand point break five-minutes walk and a 20-minute 
paddle out from our hotel. 

According to them; It was awesome! It was huge! It 
was terrifying! It .... it had already smashed Justine C. and 
her boat to pieces! And if that wasn't enough to give you 
nightmares then the thought of getting up at 5 am next 
morning in darkness to surf this formidable challenge 
certainly was! 

Did I laugh and joke as we paddled out along the point 
next morning? No. Was I sprinting ahead in my little Riot 
Boogie to catch the first wave? No. 

But when we got there and the morning light shone on 
the kelp-filled waters did I have the biggest grin on my 
face? You bet I did. 

This wave was fantastic, the adrenalin buzz was 

extreme, if only half of the world's population could surf this 
wave we'd have world peace. You may wonder why 
Californians are such a happy lot? I'll tell you, because 
they've got the 'Lane'. Its got to be one of the best right 
handers in the world and that morning I surfed it with Gary, 
Pete, Blenks, James, Andrew and Chris and we were the 
happiest people alive. 

And that was just the start! Over the rest of the weekend 
we got accustomed to the Californian language and way of 
life. Awesome! Have a nice day! Enjoy your meal, enjoy your 
stay, enjoy your alien keys! Bizarre it may be, but it created a 
very welcoming and relaxed atmosphere. 

Even our inept driving and navigational skills were 
instantly forgiven by the locals and when Pete jumped yet 
another red light the driver he'd inadvertently cut up simply 
leant from his window and yelled: "Go man go!". 

Dennis Judson from Adventure Sports, in Santa Cruz, 
organises a surf kayak contest every year. This year he 
hosted the world championships. Paddlers had arrived from 
all of our home nations, including the Channel Islands, plus 
Spain, Germany, Brazil, Costa Rica, Australia, USA East 
coast and West coast. 

Tiva were one of the most visible sponsors, with a 
knack for running a mean BBQ and dispensing freebies at 
the drop of a hat. But, when it comes to parties Dan 
Crandall and his family take some beating. 

I couldn't have eaten another chicken if I'd have tried. I 
certainly couldn't have drunk another drop and after being 
musically challenged on the dance floor I was ready for 
bed. It was at this point that team manager Andrew Hawker 
suggested another 5 am surf!: "It might be the best wave in 
the world," I excused myself, "But sometimes you just have 
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Far left: Peter Blenkinsop 
returns to shore after 
surviving Manresa on Big 
Wednesday. 

Left: That's what you call 
a roof rack. 

Below: Typical Californian 
transport. 

:. 
to let it go." 

After a party recovery day spertt with Joey, Bill and Ted 
out whale-watching, the competition started in earnest. Its 
knock-out structure wasn't the only thing that was cut 
throat. The Surf conditions at Manresa Beach, contest 
location for the first two days, got harsher by the minute. 

Now, being the new boy in the team, I had a secret 
weapon: it wasn't the fact that I was surfing one of the only 
plastic boats in the event, it wasn't even my belief that 
singing during a heat would help me to calm down. No, my 
secret weapon was ... sheer ignorance! 

One name sounded pretty muchthe same as another 
to me and as I had only ever surfed. with the great Nigel 
Holland from Jersey I knew that whoever I was drawn 
against in the first round I wouldn't panic because I just 
wouldn't know how good they were! 

An asset like this was my key to success, if only I could 
keep .... my .... mouth ... shut! 

But keeping my mouth shut has never been one of my 
strengths, "So who is this Dick Wold character?" I asked a 
smiling Nigel Holland, •1oh really ... an ex-world champion! 
And what's that: you're in my heat as well!!" 

Well that was Plan A for staying calm shot down in 
flames. I'd just have to come up with a good song, like "Do 
you know the way to San Jossy ... " 

When I found out that I'd beaten Dick, and would be 
progressing to the next stage with Nigel, that Steamer Lane 
grin came back in full.1HoV11ever, the real excitement 
started on the second day when someone was stupid 
enough to utter that evil curse: "You're ok guys, its nice and 
small today". 

Smaller than what? I wondered - the Empire State? It was 
huge and definitely not nice. To call it a close-out wave didn't do 
it justice. Within 20 minutes Gary Adcock had had his arm 
ripped from its socket, Dan Crandall swam in with his boat in 
tatters and by lunch time three more boats were smashed, 15 
of the worlds top paddlers had taken a swim and two more 
paddlers were seriously injured. But did the organisers flinch? 
Not for a second. Do you really think they would! 

After indulging in Thai, Mexican and the Californian 
national dish - Kentucky Fried Chicken - we were ready once 
more for Steamer Lane and the team part of the contest. 

A mere $70000 buys this venue for three days, and it 
comes with its own bouncers, traffic officers and cops. 
Those who were unhappy about the arrangement - a couple 
of individual surfers - were busted. 

Now Peter Blenkinsop may have had balls-of-steel at 
Manresa but it was left to our girls, Sara and Justine, to 
show us true grit at the Lane. Both ended up in the rocks 
and both came out fighting, eventually winning their heats. 

But the main thing was to stay relaxed. Jenny 
Blenkinsop, binoculars at the ready, became the local sea 
otter and dolphin expert, Gary found a second job as a 1V 
commentator, Chris moved into the scooter wrecking 
business - managing to break five hired bikes in less than 

an hour - Andrew 
'Fanny-Pack' Hawker 
filmed and praised 
anything that moved, 
while Pete strutted 
around in his Speedos, 
looking mean and 
threatening. This left 
me just talking and 
talking and talking to 
anyone who would stop 
and listen. 

We stayed as cool as 
Californians, which was 
ironic, as the Californians 
themselves got 
increasingly stressed. 
Their poor junior, Brett, 
first in the water on the 
final day, faced not only 
difficult surf conditions 
but also the instructions 
his entire team were 
shouting from the clifftop. 

"Go left! Go right! 
Catch that wave! No, 
paddle out! What are you doing kid! Paddle! Stop! No, 
paddle!" - The crazy thing was that they knew they weren't 
helping Brett, but they just couldn't stop. As the day ended, 
we were relaxed and content, we were sunburnt and surfed 
out and we'd done our best. We'd had a fantastic 
competition and had enjoyed 
great surf, great experiences 
- and had made some great 
friends. We had also come 
fourth in the world! 

California was a cool 
place to be, full of cool people 
who made us feel welcome and pleased 
with our efforts. I'm still buzzing from 
the experience and am sure to return to 
Santa Cruz. 

But that's for the future and this 
story is almost at an end, apart from 
mentioning the naked team meetings in 
the hotel's hot tub and the final night 
party where Peter Hawker pulled the 
best looking waitress you've ever seen 
and congratulating Jersey for winning 
the team event and the way in which we 
all acquired those Tiva caps and 
thanking Virgin for flying us and our 
kayaks across the world and .... well, if 
you want to know any more I'll be happy 
to have a quick chat. 

i n f o 

The Team members were: 
Andrew Hawker - manager; Peter 
Blenkinsop - captain; Jenny 
Blenkinsop; James Hawker; Gary 
Adcock; Peter Evans; Chris 
Milbank; Justine Curgenven; 
Sarah Read; Malcolm Pearcey; 
Simon Hammond. 

Text and photos supplied by 
Simon and Nicola Hammond 
Shoreline Outdoor Pursuits 
11a Crooklets Beach 
Bude, Cornwall EX23 8NE 
Tel 01288 354039 



LETTERS 
Your chance to put forward your point of view 

Email: letters@ 
canoetocus.co.yk 
Or send to Roger 
St. Pierre. Editor 

Canoe Focus 
Beauval Road, 

Dulwich,London 
SE228UQ 

Let's behave 
Paddlers should try to maintain a good image when out and 
about in the countryside. 

There are a few characters who tarnish our sport with 
their behaviour and attitudes, making it very hard for us to 
improve river access and the public's opinion of us as people 
who act responsibly both on and off water. 

Please put your litter and fag ends in the bin, not all over 
the car park (Bigbury, sea kayaker); don't play your stereo 
overly loud while waiting at the river car park (River Dart 
paddler from Slough), and use the toilets, not the roadside or 
riverbank. 

Drive considerately when on narrow country lanes and 
respect other oountryside visitors and the local residents. 
Devon paddler and BCU coach 

You can't keep a good 
firm down 
I recently e-mailed many of our suppliers and customers in 
response to a rumour circulating that we had gone bankrupt! 

This is far from the case and we are working hard to get 
through what has been a difficult period for everyone in the 
countryside. 

I have attached a press release (see news pages) relating 
to our attempts to secure improved access in the Snowdonia 
area, our launch weekend and the launch of our website 
(www.surf-lines.co.uk). 

Nick Cunliffe 
Surf-Lines, Llanberis, North Wales 

Put your shoulder into it ... 
I wonder if there are any engineers or biomechanists out 
there who can help me. I am trying to find out about the 
biomechanics of the freely-held paddle blade in boat 
propulsion. 

I think I have worked out what happens to dislocate the 
shoulders of paddlers but I'm not sure if it is correct. 

I am also trying to get information on the incidence of 
injuries in different paddling disciplines, so if anyone in a 
position of authority in the competition disciplines would like 
to help me to distribute my questionnaire, I'd like to hear 
from them. Contact me at: Wiggo Cottage, 135 Main Road, 
Wybunbury, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 7LR 
Dr. Paul Schur 
Nantwich, Cheshire 

Looking for outlets 
We are an Italian multimedia company which deals with 
multimedia services for business and with multimedia 
publishing. We have produced Whitewater Adventures, a 
spectacular interactive CD-ROM that explores canoeing and 
kayaking on wild rivers all over the world and we are looking 
for retailers and distributors in the UK and all over Europe. 

A CD-ROM review has been published by Canoeist 
(January 2001 issue). Other reviews will be soon published by 
Paddler Magazine and Canoe and Kayak Magazine in the US. 

Whitewater Adventures was created under the supervision 
of Francesco Balducci, a skilled canoeist and explorer who 

l 
holds the world record for the highest number of run rivers. 

The CD-ROM covers four main topics: itineraries, 
equipment, how-to, and tips and tricks. 

It contains about 1ho river runs in 20 different countries 
(Australia, Austria, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, 
France, Corsica, Hondu 1ras, Italy, Mexico, Morocco, New 
Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Reunion, Spain, Switzerland, 
Taiwan, Turkey, Venezuela etc) complete with interactive 
maps, 600 photographs, and 40 minutes of exciting digital 
video. Great for all outdoor enthusiasts and fans of 
adventurous travels! J 

Serious kayakers wpl find important information on 
getting to put-in and take-out points, difficulty classification, 
and more - all of which !can be printed in a handy river report. 
Also included are links to 50 of the best kayaking websites on 
~l~rn~ I . 

For more information, please go to www.dreamslab.it . 
The CD-ROM can be dirctly purchased on our web site (our 
on-line shop is 100% safe secure guaranteed; the methods 
of payment are based on advanced protection system (SSL). 

Is anyone out there interested in promoting our CD-ROM 
to the general canoeing public via the wholesale or retail 
trade or to members of a club or association? 

The end-user unit price is US$19.99 (we sell on line at 
this price). For more information, please don't hesitate to 
contact us via e-mail o1via phone. 
Rosalba Brlzzolara Marketing & Sales Director 
Dreams Lab, Via Nuovailtalia 14/1,16033 Lavagna (GE), 
Italy. tel: +39 0185 397018; fax: +39 0185 397370; 
internet: www.dreamslab.it e-mail: info@dreamslab.it 

I 
Foot and Mouth issues 
When I received Canoe !Focus I was quick to open it and find 
out more about Foot an

1

d Mouth issues. On scanning through 
the contents I was more than disappointed to find that there 
were no articles dedicated to this subject at all. I was 
shocked to find that thdre were no letters regarding the topic 
either. There was merely a three paragraph statement giving a 
quote from Jim Scudaniore and then telling us what we 
already knew: "canoeing has been restricted". 

Foot and Mouth is a current and fundamental issue 
regarding all af the acu development strategies. Foot and 
Mouth has affected everyone in the outdoor industry. It has 
affected every canoeist jprofessional or recreational. What 
about a background article with the facts. What about 
including relevant opinions in the editorial. What about an 
article informing us on ~hat the BCU is doing about these 
issues. What about so7e stories concerning how it is 
affecting us. 

Let's not bury our hrads in the sand like an ostrich and 
avoid these issues. Let'r not nod in agreement with the most 
limiting access we have ever had. Let's not be satisfied with 
regardlessly "being seet to be doing the right thing." Let's 
obtain the facts, debate the issue and concur reasonable and 
logical restrictions. The ramifications of not doing this is 
clearly that everyone wi\l be rushing to "freeze" their 
memberships or worse still give up on the BCU totally. 
Mary French. J 
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FEATURE T SILVERSIDES 

Silversides - my golden oldie 

it 

Tony Scott has a little piece of history 
in the back of his home. Actually, 
quite a lot of pieces .... 

It wasn't a storm that ended the last voyage of my Klepper 
Aerius, a Rolls Royce among canoes. It was me. The place was 
a rocky bay off Rhosneigr, on the south-west coast of Anglesey. 

The time was mid-afternoon. A westerly wind broke the 
tops off the swell and cracked the sails. 

Sails? Didn't I mention that this canoe has sails? It does - 
or rather it did. 

I was sailing the canoe across the bay, sitting up on a seat 
across the coaming and leaning out to balance her, while the 
leeboards sliced cream furrows through the green sea and the 
canoe's length flexed to the chop. Then a gust broke open a 
clip that held the top spar of the sail to the mast. The top third 
of the sail flapped wildly. 

The canoe lost way. Granite rocks punched spray from the 
water, 300 yards downwind. If only I can reclip the spar, I 
thought, pushing the tiller to turn the canoe into the wind. I 
stood up, reached up ... and lost my balance. I toppled 
sideways, falling against the mainsail. The sail tore. I fell right 
through it into the sea, dragging it and the canoe over on top of 
me. The canoe filled with water, then rolled sluggishly back 
upright as I floundered clear of a spaghetti of stays and sheets 
and halyards. 

Getting back in was easy. The top of the cockpit was at 
water level. And thanks to built-in buoyancy tubes along the 
gunwales, there was no danger of it sinking. But with only the 
foresail left, sailing across the wind to clear the rocks was out. 
Bailing was out, too: waves washed in faster than I could 
scoop. 

I was sitting up to my waist in water, paddling wearily, when 
some well-meaning soul on the beach, a mile away, took it 
upon themselves to send out the inshore rescue boat and get 
me towed in. So much for dignity. 

Silversides - the family nickname for the canoe - entered 
my life in the early 1960s, when I'd just become a teenager 
and was living in the USA. As the Cuban missile crisis boiled 
towards war, the good citizens of Washington DC became 
aware that they were Red Target number-one. They panicked. 

All over town, people sold off assets at fire-sale prices and 
poured money into building supposedly nuke-proof survival 
shelters in their backyards. My father, a British soldier on 
liaison duty with the Pentagon at the time, recognised a buyer's 
market when he saw one. As he said: 'If Krushchev calls 
Kennedy's bluff, a hole in the ground isn't going to make any 
bloody difference.' 

So he bought this gleaming near-new collapsible two 
seater canoe for a pittance. It fitted together immaculately. 
Seven and nine-ply marine plywood frames, beech and pine 
struts, all held without a single screw: just spring-clips and 
German design thinking. The two ends of the frame, once 
assembled, slid easily into a skin of rubberised silver canvas, 
which was reinforced and stitched to a royal blue topside. The 
frame ends clipped together for the final fitting of seats and 
backs and cushions. Inflating the buoyancy tubes that ran the 
full 6m length of the canoe made the skin drum-tight. 

That summer, we played with Silversides on lakes in 
Tennessee. She got dragged at speed behind a powerboat, and 
we paddled her up creeks to collect firewood, which we towed 
back on a tractor innertube behind the stern. She happily took 
five - two adults on the seats; my kid sister between; and my 
brother and I straddling prow and stern. 

We even bought a crossbar, which clamped across the 
coaming to allow the canoe itself to be fitted with an outboard 
motor, so that we could cruise the Virginia coast without even 
having to paddle. 

A couple of years later, back in Europe and heading for a 
camping holiday near Venice, the family invested in a sailing kit 
as well. A pine mast and gaff spar, deep marine-ply leeboards 
to keep her stable under sail, a rudder and foot-operated tiller. 
All that summer, and for three more, my siblings and I sailed 

her in the blue Adriatic Sea or the Mediterranean proper - or 
paddled out to sea at dusk to swim from her and drink beer in 
the cool of evening. 

She felt very special. After all, not long before, a 
Frenchman had sailed a Klepper Aerius identical to ours right 
across the Atlantic. We planned trips across the Channel. .. up 
French canals ... along the Rhine. 

20 years later, my parents retired to Australia, and I 
acquired the canoe. I paddled it down Dorset's rivers, leapt a 
weir in it outside Blandford, fought--the surf off Lulworth Cove in 
it. One long weekend, I took my two small children - then six 
and four - up the Thames from London in it. My young son 
helped to paddle, in between bouts of fishing. My younger 
daughter sat on a large icebox between the seats and waved at 
anglers on the banks as we passed. The three of us even took 
it through the river's locks - no joke when you're only a few feet 
from the lock gates and only a few inches above the boiling 
water. 

But those inflatable tubes meant that she was 
extraordinarily stable even in rough water - and even under sail 
in a strong wind. She'd roll until the leeward tube nestled into 
the water, then refuse to tip further. With a little care, it was 
even possible to dive into deep water from her, then climb back 
in over the side without coming close to capsizing. 

Silversides still went together impeccably ... and still 
needed no screws. In all those years, only one aluminium 
fitting needed repair, and that merely took a couple of small 
stainless steel bolts. For the rest, a little talcum on the rubber 
in autumn, a light rubdown and revarnishing of the wood every 
four years or so was all she needed. 

Then, one summer, we took her on holiday to a campsite in 
the Vendee, along the Atlantic coast of France. With us was my 
kid sister, now with two kids of her own and a bearded Aussie 
psychologist for a husband. The psychologist and I went surfing 
in Silversides one day, so that he could compare the power of 
Atlantic breakers with the Pacific swell of his native Sydney. 

With the two of us paddling and steering, we whooped 
down a dozen mighty two-metre waves, riding them into shore, 
bursting back out through the breaks for more. Then we caught 
a real monster. It lifted the stern high. The bow rushed forward 
and down - and caught on a sandbar underwater. 

With the unstoppable force of the wave rearing behind us, 
and the immovable object of the sand ahead, we had nowhere 
to go. Silversides somersaulted end-over-end, spilling both of 
us into the sea and thumping my brother-in-law on the head as 
she fell on top of him. There was no damage, except to our 
egos. Freed of our weight, Silversides simply floated on in and 
grounded gently on the beach. 

But the next time we took her out on the Thames at 
Shepperton, some of the skin's seams wept a tear or two of 
water after an hour or two afloat. Over the next few years, the 
skin went on weeping. We used Silversides less and less. The 
rubber tubes along the gunwales came adrift - and I took to 
sending the children into the ends of the skin to push the tube 
ends back into place each time we reassembled her. One of 
the valves got lost, so we resorted to using a whittled stick as a 
cork on the rubber pipe that fed the tube. 

But all the pieces still fitted into three canvas backpacks. 
The skin in one bag, frames in a second, long struts in the 
third. The sailing kit, including the mast and motor arm, fitted 
in a long sailor's kitbag. Then came that last voyage off 
Anglesey, and the indignity of being towed back in. 

Today, Silversides looks distinctly grey. The wood hasn't 
warped or twisted or cracked in 37 years. But the skin needs 
restitching. I've been a little forgetful about the talcum powder. 

The four bags sit in the utility room at the back of my 
house in North London. I don't have time for paddling at 
weekends any more, or for sailing, even if I could bring myself 
to get the sails replaced. And my children these days are older 
than I was when I first met Silversides. Paddles don't turn them 
on any more. Parties do. 

So Silversides sits and waits for a new dreamer, a new 
home - a new set of adventures. She waits still. Any offers? 

Tony Scott used to 
be a Fleet Street 
journalist and is 
now a business 
consultant. If 
you'd like to buy 
Silversides, or 
simply find out 
more, call him on: 
020-8444-8800 
or 
07973-829-209 
or fax: 
020-8444-3666. 
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New vision for Old 
Father Thames 
Peter Kent looks at plans for 
our busiest river's better future 

Aclearer focus for river users and a higher profile for navigation on the 
Thames have been announced by the Environment Agency. A new top 

level position of waterways manager will take responsibility for all activities 
on the river, including navigation and recreation, and managing the 113 
staff who, up to now, have reported into different local area offices. 

Reporting to the director of the Thames Region, the waterways manager 
will also be responsible for driving forward the new Thames Ahead 
partnership initiative, launched last November to develop navigation and 
leisure facilities and find new partnership funding for the infrastructure of 
the river. 

Chris Birks, director of the Environment Agency's Thames Region 
comments: "We know that many of the businesses and clubs along the river 
have wanted a clearer line of communication with the agency and to feel 
that navigation is being represented at the highest level. This new post, 
managing all aspects of the waterway from Cricklade to Teddington, will, on 
a very practical level, make that happen." 

Says Barbara Young, chief executive of the Environment Agency: "The 
Thames Ahead initiative is an important project for the agency, designed to 
ensure this great river is managed in partnership and so can he enjoyed by future 
generations. Our decision to appoint a Waterways Manager on the Thames will 
provide the impetus to carry the project forward at the highest level." 

The new position will be responsible for: business support, covering 
licensing, business planning and budgeting; operations, covering lock staff, 
inspectors, patrols, water level management and recreation; asset 
management, covering capital expenditure and the maintenance programme; 
and business development/Thames Ahead, covering leisure strategy 
development, partnerships and external funding, marketing and 
communications, local planning and Local Environment Agency Plans (LEAPs). 

Introducing Thames Ahead 
Thames Ahead is an initiative from the Environment Agency, Thames 
Region, designed to develop navigation and leisure on the non-tidal 
Thames. 

Developed in close collaboration with the boating trade and river users, 
including canoeists, Thames Ahead aims to bring together all the players 
along the river to develop a blueprint for sustainable leisure development, to 
improve facilities and to increase investment in the river's infrastructure. 
The Thames is already one of the most intensively used and managed rivers 
in Europe, and the non-tidal stretch, partly due to strict Conservancy Acts, 
maintains a green corridor through a densely populated part of the country. 

But the Agency has become increasingly concerned at the ongoing 
under-investment on the river, the deterioration of many of the facilities and 
at the fact that there is insufficient government funding to address the huge 
backlog of maintenance in locks and weirs. 

At the same time the pressures from leisure users - there are 10-12 
million visits to the river every year - and the expectations of tourists are 
increasing and these need to be managed in such a way that the 
environmental balance of the river is sustained for the future. 

The Agency employs a policy of integrated river basin management to 
ensure that the delicate balance between flood control, water abstraction, 
leisure use and conservation is maintained. But there is currently actually 
no one body responsible for planning on the river, no overall environmental 
leisure strategy for the Thames and no mechanism for encouraging 
partnership investment in its future. 

The agency itself has a limited government grant of £1m a year to 
manage the navigation infrastructure of the river, which it supplements with 
£3m from commercial and statutory sources and by lobbying for additional 
one-off grants to tackle the backlog of maintenance in locks and weirs. But 
there are many others who are also actively involved in or interested in the 
future of this great river, such as local authorities, parish councjls, and 
thousands of businesses, tourist attractions and landowners. 

Thames Ahead is, therefore, a commitment from the agency, launched 
publicly in November last year, that it will work to bring interested parties to the 
table, to drive forward a sound and sustainable environmental leisure 
development plan for the river and an investment mechanism that provides for 
improved infrastructure and leisure services. 

The aims 
Thames Ahead is in its early stages and, as with all partnerships, its 
success will depend to a large degree on the priorities and commitment of 
other players along the river. During last year, in order to establish the initial 
parameters for Thames Ahead, the agency set up an advisory group, 
consulted widely amongst user groups, clubs and the marine trade and 
researched attitudes to use and development of the river, commercial 
funding opportunities and provision of facilities. Three initial clear priorities 
have emerged. 

Firstly, revenue must be raised to improve the infrastructure of the river 
and the environment for all leisure users. The Agency will continue to press 
government most strongly for increased funds to address the backlog of 
lock and weir maintenance on the river. It will also explore other avenues 
more vigorously, for example: developing its own small land holdings and 
leisure facilities; exploring with partners where, for example, new marine 
developments or facilities for canoeists, anglers and rowers can take place; 
exploring opportunities for marketing partnerships; and looking at raising 
other sources of revenue from business and the voluntary sector to invest 
directly in the river. 

Secondly greater use of the river will be promoted. Research shows that 
there is a low awareness among both local communities and visitors of the 
sorts of leisure activities available on the river. 

While the last few years have seen a growth in walking, camping, 
cycling, canoeing and the use of electric boats, there has been a general 
decline in the number of registered powered craft. This decline affects both 
the Agency's revenue and the livelihood of the trade along the river. 
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The Agency will work to raise awareness of the river's leisure 
opportunities, and in particular to promote the river to target markets who 
may be interested but have not yet tried boating and to encourage past 
boaters back onto the river. 

Thirdly, the scheme will Increase partnership activity to improve leisure 
provision. The Thames receives millions of land-based and water-based visitors 
every year. They need more slipways, moorings and boating facilities, more 
public toilets, car parks and access points, and better signage. 

The Agency will work with local authorities to encourage planning 
proposals to incorporate opportunities for leisure facilities, recreational 
space, transport links and access to the river; to ensure that river views are 
protected and that a planning blueprint for the river for the long term can be 
developed. 

Commercial tourism operators and other businesses along the river will be 
encouraged to enhance their financial contribution to the upkeep of the river; to 
develop partnership marketing and tourism promotion initiatives; to encourage 
higher standards of service among operators and to ensure that the needs of the 
boater and walker are recognised. 

Presentations are being made to all riparian local authorities and other 
key stakeholders, such as government agencies, funding and development 
bodies and tourist boards, asking for their views and to share in the vision 
for Thames Ahead. 

An updated and comprehensive database of all clubs and operators on the 
Thames is being set up. This will provide an overview of all recreation and 
business activity along the river, give information on funding and operations, 
and enable the Agency to provide useful information for businesses, clubs, 
local authorities and tourism operators 

The Agency recognises that the splitting of the management of the 
Thames has been unpopular with waterway users. While the agency needs 
to maintain the very close operational links between navigation and flood 
defence - that is where the efficiencies come from - it recognises that those 
who use the river need a single focus with a clear structure, and with senior 
level reporting. The agency is currently looking broadly at all agency 
activities and has focused its attention so far on environment protection. 

A Ralet,tg 
International 

Expedition speaks 
for itself! 

[ 



Please forward all Members Classified adverts 
direct to the BCU office in Nottingham 
Members ads are free 0115 9821100 

FOR SALE 
Acrobat 270, red/black, well used but in good 
cond. Excellent river running boat, £200 ovno. 
Also wave ski, orange, comes with paddle, 
leash.and B.A. £100 ovno. Plus: roof bars for 
Peugeot 205 3dr with rear windows £25, tel: 
Simon on 01600 712629 or 07803 725131. 
Can deliver/show at Symonds Yat (Monmouth). 
Anas Acuta Chick junior sea kayak, glassfibre 
with front and rear hatches, very tidy boat, 
outgrown by daughter, reluctant sale, £400, 
available in North Wales, tel: Peter on 01824 
790180 (evenings) or e-mail: 
petermidwood@pyranyha.com. 
Books, rare new and used books on canoeing, 
sailing, windsurfing, climbing etc; send sae for 
list to: Mick Rose, 32 Gorrell Road, Whitstable, 
Kent CTS 1 RN. 
Canoe trailer, carries up to six canoes; fully 
refurbished and in excellent condition, would 
also carry mountain bikes etc, £350 ono, tel: 
01664 560334 OR 07973 846056 
Big sale of nearly new kit Werner 'super cool' 
Paddles (as new) £150 lnerzone 240 with Dec 
(Hardly Used) £400 Palm Standard Dry Cag - XL 
£80 Dry Cag - L £20 Dry Shortie Cag - XL £45 
Nookie Shortie Cag - L 15 Palm Viper B-aid - 
UXL £45 Palm Free Style B-aid - XXL £65 Teva 
Wetshoes - Size 10 £20 Robson Throwbag - 
1 Smetres 10 Dry Bag - 40L £25 Lowe Alpine 
Triple Point Waterproof Trousers - XL £100 
Entering into Extreme Knitting World so need 
quick sale. Contact Angus 077 9000 6816 
Capella sea kayak, versatile boat, all usual 
features, with an extra set of hatch covers and 
a new neoprene spray deck, £495 - for sale 
due to impending house move. Also who 
wants a racing ski? - good condition, £50; 
indestructable(ish) Coleman 15 canoe, £300; 
Kirton Scimitar Kl suit exe Descent, £30. Tel: 
Nigel on 01202 631186 or 07949423727 or 
Nigeltuffley@hotmail.com. 
Child's fibreglass slalom-style kayak, vgc; 
rarely used & dry stored, would suit 5-6 year 
old, £75, tel: 01692 581867 or e-mail 
davidsons@aol.com (near Norwich). 
Dagger Crossfire £325 ono, Euro-kayaks 
Thunderbird £250 ono, both full w/w spec and 
multi-coloured, garaged, vgc, tel: 07989 
595038 or e-mail 
arthur.belbin@blueyonder.co.uk (Wiltshire). 
Dagger legend 15, fully kitted out, used only 
four times, vgc, £800 ono, tel: Jenny on 07899 
860272 (Wiltshire). 
Dagger Rival, superb whitewater solo open 
canoe; fully kitted out for whitewater with 
saddle and air bags, excellent condition, £700 
ono, tel Simon 01291 620265 (eve) or email: 
annetteandsimon@tinyworld .. co.uk 
mailto:annetteandsimon@tinyworld.co.uk 
(South Wales). 
Dancer canoes, one red, one white, includes 
buoyancy, splash deck and paddles, £180 each 
or £320 the pair, tel: Andy on 01788 571269 
(Rugby). 
Eskimo Kendo, less than 3 years old, £350 
ono, tel: Emma 0114 2321472. 
Eskimo Kendo, red, 18 months old, in good 
condition, no repairs or splits; excellent boat 
with air bags included, £350 ono, tel: Mike on 
01202499240 (Christchurch, Dorset). 
Eskimo Kendo, £300; tel: James (0114) 
2669138 or email: boa98ejh@sheffield.ac.uk 
Eskimo Quadro, yellow, less than one year 
old, with airbag, excellent condition; can 
deliver to Tees-side, £450 ono, tel: Paul on 
07752 903143 or e-mail at 
Paul@kayaker.freeserve.co.uk. 
Eskimo Topo-Duo, WW spec, excellent 
condition, £550 ono, tel: Andy Wright on 
01626 325658 (day), 07966 265288 (evening) 
(Devon). 
Equipe slalom canoe, kevlar patches, diolen 
hull, lightweight, two off, metallic glitter top, 
well used, offers invited, tel: Mike on 01922 
64444 (Walsall). 
Eurokayak Conquest multipurpose use, full 
WW spec, airbag, drainplug, good condition; 
Ainsworth Kl O RH 205cm paddles, vgc. 
Playboater neoprene spraydeck (keyhole S3), 
small, good cond; Crewsaver, zip-front 
buoyancy aid, small, vgc. Whole package - 
£200, will sell separately. Also, Nookie 
buoyancy aids: Playmonster vest 5/M, £35; 

Alien Race vest UXL,£30; Nookie semi-dry cag 
- Paddler Pro med., almost new, £35; Nookie 
Dry Trousers, small, worn twice,£40, tel: 
01491-681784 Oxford/Reading area, or e-mail 
suestickney@ontel.net.uk. 
Gaybo Dominator 81 low-volume slalom 
kayak, in diolen; would suit a light paddler, 
good condition, £60 ono. Gaybo Delphin WW 
racer, in kevlar, fair condition £50 ono. Rapier 
racing Kl, understern rudder, GRP. okay for 
beginning sprint and marathon racing, good 
condition £80 ono. KW4, GRP. excellent 
beginners and touring kayak, little used - very 
good condition, £100 ono, tel: Alex McKee 
evenings/weekends on 02380 488550, office 
hours 02380 319014, e-mail 
alex.mckee@solent.ac.uk (Southampton). 
I Ain't 'Aving That!: let us have your funny 
stories of problems you've had while canoeing. 
Check out: www.iaintavingthat.com. 
lnaZone 230 yellow/red multi-art, one year 
old, NOT abused, to swap for lnaZone 220 
similarly NOT abused. Can deliver to Peirpoint, 
tel: Ant on 01509 824417 A.P.boyle 
OO@student.lboro.ac.uk" 
Javelin, glassfibre, good condition, £300 ono, 
tel: Andrew Brown on 0208 5498129. 
Jester Storm, carbon kevlar construction, 
red/yellow diamond pattern on deck, blue hull, 
vgc; reason for sale: not using enough, £400 
ono, including spraydeck. Roof bars to fit 
Peugeot 306 five-door model, genuine Peugeot 
parts, £25 ono, tel: Rob on 07909 517812 ore 
mail at R.S.Davis@ukc.ac.uk (Canterbury). 
Jive, less than 1 year old, good condition, 
£450 ono. Can deliver to HP or Treweryn, tel: 
Zoe on 07714 100066. 
Kayak equipment for sale: Palm Canyon S 
buoyancy aid, £75; Neoprene spraydeck, £25; 
Yak cag, £20, Palm instructor towline, £15. All 
items are almost new: 01276 33021 or 
07778813736 anytime (Surrey/Hants border). 
K1 Double Dutch Judge XL, full carbon 
vacuum foam construction, excellent condition, 
£800 ono. K2 Kirton Fanfare, carbon/kevlar 
construction, includes wooden seats, excellent 
condition, £900 ono, tel: Damien on 0115 
9334768. 
K1 Glass Ranger, good condition, ideal DW 
or first racing boat, £125, tel: Colin on 023 
8088 4579 (day) or 023 8084 2054 (evenings) 
(Southampton). 
Mad River outrage, full WW specifications, 
excellent condition due to fact I'm lazy and 
haven't got out in it much! £650, tel: David on 
07866 413375 (Cheshire). 
Microbat 230, green, new seat, airbags, 
£200. View Reading Berkshire, tel: Raeburn 
Ward 0118 9472429 or e-mail dprw@patrol.i 
way.co.uk. 
Nookie Augua tex dry cag, new seals, mint 
condition; pair of Nookie dry bottoms, mint 
condition; Palm dry cag, vgc; Peak Shorty, vgc; 
Palm Extreme river vest, tel: Richie on 01885 
400397 (Herefordshire). 
Old Town 169 open canoe, 3 paddles (two 
Old Town and one Armstrong - all hardly used), 
central buoyancy bag, Hum pit trolley, all for 
£460, tel: Dave Rawlinson on 02380 266535. 
Old Town Scout and 158, including two 
buoyancy aids & two paddles; 
fully bagged out, excellent condition, £700 
each. Twin axle galvanised steel 14ft flatbed 
trailer with rack, fitted with two storage 
baskets, suitable for four open boats, converts 
in minutes, £1,500. Pendle bike rack for tow 
bar, holds four bikes, £75. Two Thule bike roof 
racks, £30 pair. Also various tubs, dry bags 
and cags etc, tel: Angie Scott on (01855) 
821248 (Fort William). 
Perception Corsica S Praline, full WW spec, 
Prijon Rim paddle, Playboater spraydeck, Yak 
bouyancy aid, all vgc, new boat forces sale, 
£250, can deliver HPP or Nene, tel: Nick on 024 
776715037 or e-mail at 
Nik@nwilkinson31.fsnet.co.uk. 
Perception 3d - Funky Yellow/Green fade. 
Get your mitts on the worlds best surfing 
machine for a measly A£300, complete with 
"Pleasure Pod"! Bulging garage forces sale .. 
Tel: 07711 551806 or email: 
tom.ash@breathemail.net (Hampshire). 
Perception Corsica S, with Playboater 
neoprene deck, buoyancy aid with pockets; still 

serviceable medium/slim wetsuit; cagoule top; 
wetsuit top; nylon deck and mitts; small dry 
bag, £1 50 all in. Two piece dry suit, comprising 
medium Yak breathable dry cag (with two-layer 
waist) and Nookie dry trousers (small) - all 
seals in perfect condition, hardly used, with 
thermals, £80. Various kit items: Palm Canyon 
buoyancy aid, hardly used, £30; two large dry 
bags, used once only, £10 each; wildwater 
padded helmet, £1 O; Neoprene Nookie paddle 
mitts £5; Greenslime rescue throwbag and 
waist towline, £5; Palm medium day cag, seals 
worn but ok, £1 O; neoprene boats (size eight), 
£5. Tel: 01252 686298 (evenings). 
Perception Dancer kayak, buoyancy bags, 
Rasdex spray deck, Protec helmet (small), 
boots, buoyancy aid, cagoule, car roof-rack 
binding, posts; one careful owner and not 
heavily used. Offers considered, buyer collects, 
tel: Richard on 01442 863990 (Berkhamsted, 
Herts). 
Perception Supersport, red, full WW Spec, 3 
yrs old, £300 ono, Tel Neil on 07956 686911 or 
email neil.hopkinson@ntlworld.com (Cambs). 
Plastic Revenge £240, Impulse Extreme 
slalom kayak (kevlar) + spraydeck £80. Tel: 
Malcolm Holmes on 01772 752587/854600 
(even/day). 
Perception Whip-it, fully fitted, good all 
rounder, good condition, £250; Rotobat, classic 
style, reasonable condition for age, £50 ono, 
tel: Maggie on 020 8520 5202 or e-mail at: 
margaret.lynch@guinness.org.uk. 
Phoenix Impulse Propulsion slalom boat, 
with deck, £100 ono, tel: Rob on 01384 
340878 (West Midlands). 
Prijon sea kayak, with removable rudder; 
excellent expedition load-carrier, £450, tel: 
Andrew on 01753 860994. 
Prijon Odyssee two-person sea kayak for sale 
(blow moulded polyethylene), complete with 
rudder and deck nets, watertight 
compartments front & rear with easy-access 
deck hatches. Very comfortable seats, a good 
boat for day/weekend trips, although has been 
used for trips of up to 2 weeks, vgc £500, no 
offers, tel: Simon 0711 778282 (West 
Yorkshire). 
Prijon Tai-Fun kayak, orange with white and 
red loops; fitted with foot plate, air bag and 
drain plug; good all-round suitability; always 
stored inside - vgc, £150 ono, tel: David on 
01386.761119 or mobile 07947 382886. 
Prospector GRP open canoe, good condition, 
£200, tel: Oliver on 0121 453 2280 
(Birmingham). 
Pyranha Acrobat 270, lime green and 
yellow, airbags, backstrap and endcaps; full 
ww spec. 14mths old, vgc £280 ono, 
01202887816 (Poole, Dorset). 
Pyranha Blade, black; backrest and keeper 
footrests; little used and stored inside, £300 
ono, can deliver, tel: Rick on 07801 622625. 
Pyranha Blade, orange, WW spec, with deck, 
£275 ono. Carbon/kevlar paddles, £50. Nookie 
twin-seal cag, £30. Palm dry trousers, £30, tel: 
Rob on 01384 340878 (West Mids). 
Pyranha lnaZone 220, yellow/black, good 
condition, stored inside, fully padded, £400. 
Tel: Adrian 07968 035666 or Email: 
ad ria n@j u n kf ood. fsnet.co. uk. 
Pyranha canoe and recreational canoe, both 
with paddle and spraydeck, sound condition, 
£40 ono each, tel: Steve on 01296 580305 
(Aylesbury). 
Pyranha canoe and recreational canoe, both 
with paddle and spraydeck, sound condition, 
£40 ono, tel: Steve on 01296 580304 
(Aylesbury). 
Pyranha Magic Bat, WW spec, vgc, no 
extreme use, with neoprene spraydeck, £150, 
tel: Ian on 01702 540952 or 07751 355173 
(Cumbria). 
Pyrana Microbat 230 multi-art, just over 12 
months old, vgc (no dents or welds) not used 
much on white water, college forces sale, 
£250. 
Can deliver to Tryweren/Nottingham, tel: Dave 
on 01905 427187 (Worcester). 
Pyranha Mountain Bat kayak, turquoise 
with red loops; fitted with end caps, air bags 
and foot plate; suitable for the larger paddler; 
always stored inside - some scuffing but in 
good condition, £230 ono, tel: David on 
01386.761119 or mobile 07947 382886. 
Pyranha Mountain Bat 300, black, full WW 
spec, plus deck, excellent condition, £275 ono, 
tel: Paul on 01273 412284 (Brighton). 
Open canoe Pyranha Prospector 16', red, 
stored covered, vgc, £600, tel: Dave on 01527 

60072 (evenings), or email 
threeboatdave@hotmail.com (Redditch). 
Pyranha Razor, black, WW spec, neoprene 
deck, vgc, £325 ono. Pyranha Stunt Bat, 
yellow, WW spec, neoprene deck, gc, £250 
ono. Rough Stuff paddle £50. Nookie dry top 
and bottoms, £50, tel: 01603 439980. 
Radical Moves Sea Squirt, composite 
day/weekend boat, two bulkheads c/w valley 
hatches, deck lines etc, suit experienced lighter 
paddler, £450, tel: Amelia Andrew on 01874 
676489 or e-mail at adunn@hardworld.co.uk 
(South Wales/London). 
Raider K2 Hungarian-style racing K2, very 
little use, £475, tel: George on 0115 9817635 
or at g.w.oliver@ntlworld.com. 
Redline, blue and green, £380 ono; also for 
sale: Topolino Spud, Green, £300 ono, tel: 
Kevin Norris on 01902 785381. 
Riot 007 red, reasonable condition, versatile 
small playboat, £250, tel: Ian on 01372 
272143 (Surrey). 
Riot Glide and deck, in good nick and an 
excellent colour, £425 ono; Pyranha Blade and 
deck, red, £300 ono, tel: Frank on (01684) 
567428 or email gfrarity@hotmail.com. 
Roof bars for Ford Scorpio, Thule type, £25, 
tel: Roger on 07881 817199. 
Sea kayak, P&H Baidarka Explorer, good 
condition, 2 vcp hatches, split paddle, and 
decklines, white hull, yellow deck. £350 ovno, 
tel: 01992 414125 (home) or 01279 446595 
(work) (Herts/Essex). 
Surfboard, Aloha 6' 6", very nice, good 
condition; need room for growing family: nice 
buy, £30, tel: Rob on 01298 79421 
(Derbyshire). 
UK4 fast touring double, ideal more stable 
DW boat, £85, tel: Colin on 0238088 4579 
(day) or 023 8084 2054 (evenings) 
(Southampton). 
Trailer, carried eight plus boats, with jockey 
wheel and lights, good condition, £300 ono, 
tel: 0115 933 3481 (Radcliffe on Trent). 
Waveski Dirty Habits Waverider ski, 
excellent condition, heavy duty carrycase, 
leash, £225; Outlander 16' open canoe, kevlar 
construction, little use, £600, tel: 01303 
87400 (Folkestone). 
Youth GRP Kayak, built by HASE, including 
spray deck, £130; Enigma, squirt boat, £135; 
Dr D's, Asymmetric blades on an aluminium 
shaft, £33. All good condition, tel: Gary on 
01275 792633or brazier@cableinet.co.uk. 
(Nailsea). 

FREE 
Granta Silver Airflow three-seater unsinkable, 
stretched-skin folding boat; longest structure 
when dismantled is 56 ins; complete with two 
masts, three sails, leeboards and stirrup 
operated rudder and two paddles; cross 
member allows sideboard motor to be fitted. 
Very fine and much treasured boat - must go, 
due to em migration. Tel: W. Hunter on 01953 
788037. 
Six old fibreglass boats, in need of some 
repair work. Free if anyone wants them; tel: 
James (0114) 2669138 or email 
boa98ejh@sheffield.ac.uk 

WANTED 
Dagger Atom and deck, tel: Tony on 01772 
782034 (Preston, Lanes). 
Old touring K2 suitable for Exe descent race 
wanted, must be reasonably priced, tel: James 
on 07803 163797 or e-mail at 
jwillis82@yahoo.com (lives Bath/Cheltenham 
area). 
Trailer to carry at least 8 kayaks, preferably 
with stowage for paddles and buoyancy aids. 
Brian Biffin 01252 616692 / 07974 353024 
Brianbiffin@aol.com 
Dagger Rival playboat, any condition, contact 
Dave on 01527 60072 Redditch, or email 
threeboatdave@hotmail.com 
lnaZone 230 wanted, e-mail Dan at 
Dan.hutch@ta1k21.com. 
Struer Sprint C1, wood veneer, delta 
preferred, any condition considered tel: Boyd 
on 01992 414125 (home) or 01279 446595 
(work) (Herts/Essex) .. 
Trying to locate any C1 's/C2's, paddles etc 
that are sitting in clubhouse, unused. Tel: Steve 
Train on 01386 860675 or Andy Train on 
01386 860 951. 
Wavesport V. tel: Martin Barry on 01765 
692309 or 07889 751782 (North Yorks). 

Second Hand Boats ··········.aswatersports.co.uk 
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Donald Bean 1920 - 2001 
Tributes have poured in 
following the loss to the 
pastime of one of its 
great characters. Andrew 
Preston sums up the 
feelings and memories of 
all who knew Don 
Where do you start when writing about 
a man who lived life to the full and had 
a personality which was always 
engaging, generous and genuine. 
Once met, never forgotten, Don 
breezed through life, impressing 
others who invariably moved on richer 
for the experience. Stories involving 
him are numerous and legendary: a 
slightly built, elderly man arriving to 
go canoeing in his suit and trilby hat; 
the experience of taking a swim and 
having Donald effortlessly paddle to 
you to explain the virtues of well 
practised, defensive swimming - the 
memories will always stay with me. 

As my paddling progressed he demonstrated these 
techniques more frequently and, as my anxieties increased, 
he was never fazed and always continued paddling with 
that infectious smile. 

Donald knew how to make an occasion out of a 
canoeing day. He assisted me coaching a group of adult 
offenders over a number of years and gave substance to 
their achievements however small - with the net result that 
all grew in confidence and self-esteem and many were able 
to mature and put their anti-social behaviour behind them. 

I know numerous groups would express similar 
sentiments - Scouts, Stafford and Stone Slalom Club, 
Staffordshire Police and others, both home and abroad. He 
gave freely of his time, energy and enthusiasm and said he 
fed off the excitement of the participants. 

Donald's influence extended beyond canoeing. He 
volunteered his time to charity to such an extent that, in 
1992, he received an MBE for services to the community. 
He was born in the house he died in and was well known in 
the town of Stafford. The local corner shop should 

remember not to order so many cakes and biscuits and the 
local paddlers are already looking thinner. 

Donald enjoyed life and never shied away from a 
challenge. One year, he decided to run the London 
marathon and thought he should have his one and only 
practice run in the early hours of the morning. Once 
changed, he felt cold so put on his old mac and trilby 
before leaving the house. The Police were very 
understanding. 

I hope I have conveyed to the reader the enormous 
respect and affection Donald commanded from all who 
knew him. He was honest, genuine, energetic and 
generous. Those who were fortunate enough to know him 
are richer for it. I'm sure the spirit of DB1 will endure. 
Andrew Preston 
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Bishop Burton 
COLLEGE 

ND SPORT& :;;:. 

AoVENTU .. RE 
::.~;i - 
ANAG·EMENT· 

for peopl.wishing to.work in 
ding advei\ture indu,stry 

edge that are required by today's employers 
in NGB awards 

:e with the national reputation for quality 

Coleg Powys ~oleg rowvs 
Brecon LD3 9SR Llandrindod LD1 5SE ~-' 

Newtown SY16 4HU 
'The College for the Community' 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
IDGHER NATIONAL DIPLOMA 

HIGHER NATIONAL CERTIFICATE 
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF GLAMORGAN $ 

A two year course in Outdoor Education covering the knowledge and skills needed 
in the outdoor industry. The course is set in the Brecon Beacons National Park and 
has immediate access to mountains, rivers, caves and open water. The college has its 
own outdoor education base and emphasis is placed upon national governing body 

awards and industrial experience. 
For further details please contact Sian Bourton Tel: 01874 625252 ext. 401 

DO YOU WANT TO BE AN 
Outdoor Adventure Instructor 

We will employ and train up to 60 personnel. You will be part of a 
close-knit team of young, friendly, like minded-people. 

• Full training given 
• Full board and accommodation 

• Uniform provided 
A leading Independent Activity Centre, is offering opportunities to 
work with child or adult groups, both in the UK and their brand new 

centre in Northern France. 

Call 01584 861333 
ARCTIC CANOE RALLY 13-17 August·200I 
Lakes. Rivers and Huge Rapids 
Contact Sporting Travel Services 01767 650312 
Full Details www.intemational-adventure.co.uk 

LIFFEY DESCENT Dublin - 8th September 2001 
The best canoeing weekend event in Europe. 
Contact Sporting Travel Services 01767 650312 
Full Details www.intemational-adventure.co.uk 

Rodeo 
Coaching Courses 

Practical, jargon free 

First Aid Training 
for remote area activities. .t 

Open courses in the Peak District. 
Groups at your own venue. 
HSE approved REC course. 

tel/fax 01298 71827 www.mediact.net 

GREEK ISLANDS 
Affordable Sea kayak holidays, 
for experienced paddlers - 

Kayak rental, accommodation, 
daily transport to paddles sites. 

MILOS, GREECE 
www.seakayakgreece.com 

~~~ ACTIVITY LEADERSHIP 
_aj[ r r·if1·i-; ( f,_,. 1 year course leading to: 
cr_'Jol1l.1:: 1l11;r.:.:._, BCU and RYA coaching qualifications 
KINGSTON Basic Expedition Leader Award 
MAURWARD National Pool Lifeguard Qualification and 

- · much more. 
COLLEGE Includes paid residential work experience. 

Also other 1 year and 2 year full-time Outdoor Recreation courses. 
For further details and a College prospectus write to: 

Kingston Maurward College, Dorchester, Dorsel D12 SPY 
or telephone 01305 215000 



COME CANOE AT SLENINGFORD 
A superb riverside camping/caravan site in the beautiful 
Yorkshire Dales 
• Excellent on site grade 2/3 canoeing on the River Ure 
• Comping/caravanning by the riverside 
• Changing and other facilities for canoeists 
• Doy visitors also welcome 
SLENINGFORD WATERMILL CARAVAN PARK 
NORTH STAINLEY, RIPON, N. YORKSHIRE, HG4 3HQ 
Tel: 01765 635201 

HNC/D Business & Outdoor Education 
@ Northumberland College 

Looking at a career in the Outdoor Industry? 

Want to manage your own facility or develop your role in 
a large outdoor pursuits organisation? 

This course is ideal for you! 
Options Include: • Water Based Activities 
• Marketing • Event Management 
• Countryside & Environment • Business Strategy 
• Sport Coaching • Adventure Tourism 
Call Freephone (0800) 16-2-100 for tne 
HNC/D Business & Outdoor Education leaflet. 

Northumberland College, College Road, ~---- ~ 
Ashington, Northumberland NE63 9RG -::"' :;2 
Tel: (01670) 841 200 Fax: (01670) 841 201 " g; 
www.northland.ac.uk NORTHUMBERLANO m 

Edale Activity Centre A 
HOSTELLING 

Introduction to Canoe Sports INTERNATIONAL 

Introduction (1 ). Intermediate (2). Advanced (3) - Kayaking and Canoeing 
Introduction to Moving Water - Kayaking and Canoeing 

Coach level l and Coach Level 2 Training and Assessment 
Plus courses in navigation, Climbing, Caving, Mountain Biking, Paragliding, SPA 

Training and Assessment, M. Training and Assessment, and a range of Multi-Activity 
courses/holidays. 

NOTE: we can provide all! inclusive (transport, qualified instructors and all equipment) 
watersports sess ons of any duration, March - October for any group. 

For further details contact: 
Edole YHA Activity Centre, Rowland Cote, Nether Booth, Edole, Hope Volley, S33 72H 

Tel: 01433 670302 Fox: 01433 670243 · 
l~~lrlfWl!l8*11(:J 

s ''" !, ., • .,.., 1111,1·.-, 

Sea Kayak Outer Hebrides 

!!!rt!4 
"The finest sea kayaking coastline In 

the world" 
Guided tours and expeditions. 

Introductory/Intermediate 
Full range of courses. 

Accommodation. Details: 
Ulst Outdoor Centre, Lochm•ddy, 

Isle of North Ulst, HS6 5At 
Tel 01876 500480 

~ Wil-terness ~pirit 'F ennoein9 ndventures 
•• 

Wilderness canoeing adve111ures on Canadian Shield and tundra rivers in Manitoba and· 
Nunavut, Canada. 7-16 day canoeing adventures on the Canadian Heritage Bloodvein, 
Hayes, Seal and Thelon rirers. For novice and accomplished paddlers. Wildlife, natural 

history, exciting whitewater, tranquil flatwater, wilderness solitude. 
Contact: Jim Broad1 Runswick cottage, Hyde Hill, Chalford Hill, Stroud, Gloucestershire,,GL6 SEQ. 01453 731233, Mobile: 07989 745909, 

email: jim _ hryad@hotmail.com www.WildernessSpirit.com 

11FREE this Winter•• 
A free training course for a career in outdoor 
education or the leisure industry. However 
you must satisfy the funding criteria. 
Surrey County Councils Outdoor Education Centre, Thames 
Young Mariners offers a 22-week residential training course 
starting in October 2001 for people over 16 years of age 
seeking employment in this industry. All training and 
assessment are suited to the individuals experience and ability. 
This course is European Social Funded for people that meet 
their criteria. 

You could achieve the following qualifications on this course: 
British Canoe Union · Kayak Level 2 Coach 

Open Canoe 4* 
Royal Yachting - 
Association 

Dinghy Sailing Instructor 
Windsurfing Level 2 
Powerboat Level 2 
RYA First Aid 
VHF Licence 
Diesel Engine Maintenance 
Safety Boat 

British Orienteering - · Teacher Leader 
Federation 
National Vocational - NVQ Level 2 
Qualification 
Experience in High/Low rope courses and climbing walls. 
Personal / Social education, Communication and 
Leadership skills. 

~ 
SURREY 
U)ll!\.l'flUl-..;<_11 
Communit'I' Servict, 

For more details contact Thames Young Mariners 
rei. 020 8940 5550 
Fax: 020 8940 7052 

E-mail: tym.tym@virgin.net 

Guided warm water adventure & coaching 

Whitewater 
& Sea Paddling 

'•'@' Canyoning 
Individual itineraries. BCU Coaches 

Tel: 01286 870908 
Email: happyhippos@virgin.net 

Web: www.wildsa.com 

WJLt:)f.P-.NE55 5.~ 
WINDOWS 
0 N THE 
WILD 

HOLIDAYS WITH A 
DIFFERENCE 

Enjoy the challenge of 
canoeing and rafting some 
of Canada's or Mexico's 

rivers and lakes. Holiday's 
to suit all skill levels, 

WINDOWS ON THE WILD 
2 Oxford House, 24 Oxford 

Road North, London, W4 4DH 
Ph. 020 8792 1556 
Fax: 020 8747 4331 
CAA ATOL 2966 

www.windows-on-the-wild.com 

Ill *** "€SF* 
: lH: 
*•* 

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 
European Social Fund 

6 SEA ,..., •.. ~ 
'9 KAYAK!oi 
••••. KAV&ICING ~ "t- 

FIORDLAND 
NEW ZEALAND 

NZ's last great wilderness area 
Milford, Doubtful, 

Dusky and Breaksea 
Sounds;Lakes 

Manapouri & Te Anau. 

Freedom rentals and 
guided tours. 
Call us for brochure 
and information pack 

Bill and Daphne 
Fiordland Wilderness Experiences 
66 Quintin Drive TE ANAU NZ 

Ph NZ 64 3 249 7700 
Fax NZ 64 3 249 7768 

email: 
fiordland.sea.kayak@clear.net.nz 
web: fiordlandseakayak.co.nz 

CONTACT MAG for adults: over 900 photos, 
APPROVAL copy from: MATCHMAKER, (T71). 
Chorley. PR7-4BS. 0r ring: 01257-483335 (24 hou_rs). 
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GREY CORRIE LODGE 
AND 

ROY BRIDGE INN 
HOSTEL 

For the Highlands 
Two independent hostels located on 
the A86 in the village of Roy Bridge. 
Fort William 12 miles to the west. 
Private rooms for 2, 3, 4 and 8 
persons. Complete self-catering. 
Heating. Showers. Toilets. Drying 
rooms and All bedding provided. All 
inclusive price. Bar on site, live 
music some Saturdays. 
ACCESS VISA & SWITCH ACCEPTED 

Tel: 01397 712236 
Fax: 01397 712241 

GLAN - Y -BORTH 
Nestles on the banks of the River Conway in 

the heart of Snowdonia. 
Ranging from 2-8 berth Bungalows. 

20 fully equipped Self Catering Bungalows. 
Offers home from home comfort. 

Please Phone Bill 
01492 641543 

River Dart, 
NewBridge 

Riversrneade B&B offers quality 
ensuite accommodation, ample 

parking and drying facilities. Open all 
Tel: Joy Hasler 

01364 631224 

1y~~r!iu~X~u~ean 
Edge of Snowdonia 

15 min drive to Tryweryn 
Excellent quality bunkhouse accommodation 
for up to 24 people from £7.50 per person per 

night, including hot showers, heating and 
bedding. Can be fully self catering or we can 
provide delicious homemade meals in the 

licensed dining room within the farmhouse. 
Drying room, 

Call Lynda Parker on 01490 420680 

CANOEING FABRICS, Breathable Waterproofs. 
Wetsuit Neoprene Pile, Polartech Fleece, 
Neoprene Coated Nylon, Buckles, Webbing, Zips, 
Shock Cord, Velcro. Patterns for outdoor gear, 
Camping and Climbing Equipment. Discounts 
up to 15%. Shop open Tues - Fri 10 - 5. Sat 10- 
1. For mail order catalogue please send 4'' x 9" 
S.A.E. TOR (cf), 42 Widnes Road, Widnes. WAS 
6AL. Tel: 0151 424 2225 

INCHREE CENTRE - Onich,-Fort William, Highland. 
Classic whitewater location, Well-equipped Chalets, 
deluxe Hostel, all ensuite, Bunkhouse available for 
exclusive canoe group use. Bar t, Bistro on site, 
drying facilities. Tel/fax: 01855 821 287. 
Web: www.canoe-scotland.com 
DARTMOOR Close to River Dart. Camping Barn at 
Holne (O.S.SX 706 696) Cheap and cheerful. 
Showers, toilets end cooking facilities. Sleeps 16. 
Tel Katie (01364) 631544 
SMALL BUNKHOUSE · Sleeps party of 4-5 plus one 
single room. Comfortable and clean, shower, full 
English breakfast. uz.scpp. Tel: 01691 778016 

CANCARVE DESIGNS, Hand made wooden 
canoe models and trophies. For details write or 
telephone 5, Shanklin Place, Beaconhill Green, 
Cramlington, Northumberland. NE23 SHA. Tel 
• Fax: 01670 713640 

Holt Fleet, 
Nr Worcester, WR6 6NW. 

Tel: (01905) 455311 
Fax: 08707 400258 

Hl'TP'J/www.joelwatersports.co.uk 
email:sales@joelwatersports.co.uk · 

19"x15" 
Watertight (ex food) 

Containers with screw on lid 
and handles. 

1 tub £8.50 2 tubs £16.00 
5 tubs £30. 00 

price includes p & p 
Please send cheques payable to: 

TUBS 

For all your Kayaking & 
Canoeing requirements 

' Large and wide range of stock 
Discounted prices call for details 

Friendly Expert Advice 
Speedy Mail Order Service 
Colour brochures available 

CANOEING FABRICS, Breathable Waterproofs, 
Wetsuit Neoprene Pile. Polartech Fleece, 
Neoprene Coated Nylon, Buckles, Webbing, Zips, 
Shock Cord, Velcro. Patterns for outdoor gear, 
Camping and Climbing Equipment. Discounts 
up to 15%. Shop open Tues - Fri 10 - 5. Sat 10- 
1. For mail order catalogue please send 4" x 9" 
S.A.E. TOR (cf), 42 Widnes Road, Widnes. WAS 
6AL_ Tel: 0151 424 2225 

OPEN CANOE & l<AYAI< COACHES 
Seasonal vacancies at great locations. 
BCU approved centres providing a wide range 

of courses for adults and children 

Bembridge, Isle of Wight 
Horseshoe Lake, Sandhurst. Berks, 

BCU Senior Coaches 
BCU senior coaches required for full-time 
residential & non-residential positions. 

.April - October, June - September 
or July - August 
BCU Coaches 

BCU coaches required for full-rime residential & 
non- residential positions during summer 

school vacations µuly-Augustj. local BCU 
instructors also required for part time work 

throughout the season. 

,:Jfti Telephone for funher details /RllTi/ttl & Apph,at,on ro,m 

01252 871808 f24h,sJ 

Located off A4133, adjacent 
to river bridge 

SUMMER SEASON 
ACTIVITY INSTRUCTORS 

WITH CANOE/KAYAK 
QUALIFICATIONS 

At Christian Youth Centres 
located in Northants and 

Shropshire. 

Permanent position available 
in Shropshire 

For more information 
contact: 

Chief Instructor, 
Pioneer Centre, 
Tel! 01299 271217 

E-mail 
pioneer@actioncentres.co.uk 

At Frontier Centre, 
Northants 

Tel: 01933 651659 
E-mail 

hwhittakerlodge@ 
actioncentres.co.uk 

0 

~ 
Mill oN THE Brue 
Outdoor Instructors 
Begin June - Nov 2001 

Mill on the Brue, Somerset 
Tel: 01749 812307 

millonthebrue@compuserve.com 

ff 
YOUTH 

CLUBS•UK 

AVON TYRRELL ACTIVITY CENTRE 
The activity and residential 
centre in the New Forest 

We require BCU Level 2 Coaches for the year 
2001. Climbing, Archery, Lifeguarding and 
Ropes Course an advantage. Long and short 
term contracts available with the possibility of 

a modern apprenticeship scheme. 

We are a growing centre which offers activity 
holidays and breaks for a diverse range of age 
and ability groups. For details please write to: 

Mike Paine 
Avon Tyrrell Activity and Residential 

Centre, Bransgore, Hampshire, BH23 SEE 
Tel: 01425 672347 Fax: 01425 673883 
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• \Jr'\ I We organise outdoor adventure activities 
I\. (_ t \ va"· for 8-16 year olds throughout the year, r , .• for Birthday Parties, School/Youth 

Groups and Holiday Camps. 
Instructors/Trainee Instructors 
We are seeking BCU Level 2 Canoe or Kayak Assessed instructors or trainees, to work at 
Wimbledon Park Watersports Centre SW19. RYA qualifications welcome. Work is 
available from now until Sept-full or part time. Fantastic opportunity to develop your 
experience and enjoy a long hot summer outdoors. 
Activity Leaders 
We are seeking highly motivated, professional staff with a passion for working with 
children. You will be an Jndergraduate on a sports related course or hold a governing 
body qualification in any1

1

sport. Work is available at our three centres in Esher, Surrey, 
Croydon and Wimbledon. 
Please contact 
Nicky Francis, 22-26 Upper Mulgrave Road,Cheam, Surrey SM2 7AZ Tel: 020 
8408 7124. Fax 020 8408 7122. E-mail: enquiries@activdays.com or visit us 
at www.activdays.com 

ADVENTURE INTERNATIONAL 
Instructors Required Summer Season 

Competitive Rates of Pay, 
Accommodation available. Excellent 
uniform package. Immediate start. 

Phone for details and an application 
form to: Tracy Joslyn, Personnel 

Manager, Adventure International, 
Belle Vue, Bude, 

Cornwall, EX23 8JP . "9 
ij". 

Tel: 01288 355551 ADVENTURE 
www.adventure.uk.com INTERNATIONAL 

Instructor/ Careworker 
Due to the demand for our resources, Corvedale Care are 
currently expanding their staff team. We are looking for 
enthusiastic highly motivated staff who will be required to 
work with young people who present challenging 
behaviour. All applicants will be police checked. Sessional 
work available possibly leading to full time positions. 

Please contact Simon Rouse 
On 01694 724488 

• ~;,~,S~~1t~~~ 
ACTMTY INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED FOR 2001 
We are a youth organisation with three centres in the UK 
looking for enthusiastic instructors who are able to work 

with groups of all ages. Candidates should preferably hold at 
least one of the following: BCU Level 2 training, SPA 

Training or GNAS Leader Award. Training may be available 
leading to NOB qualifications. 

Activities include kayaking, open canoeing, climbing, 
abseiling, archery, rope courses, team building activities and 

mountain biking. 
Contracts available for full or part season. 
Modern indoor accommodation available. 

Good rates of pay. 
For an application pack, please contact Personnel on 

0207 592 1836 (answerphone) 
Deadline for full season contract: 31 January 2001 
Deadline for part season contract:28 February 2001 

Charity no. 306016 

Opportunities in Ireland 
Instructors and SI Kayak/Canoe Instructors and Water Site 
Manager required for Irelands leading adventure organisation. 
e Kayaking, Sailing, Surfing, Rockclimbing & Multi-Activity 
• Work in a fun yet professional environment 
• Multinational team of staff 
• Centre is set admist the spectacular scenery of Connemara 
• Positions include full board, skills training & wages 
• Corporate / Adults / Childrens programmes on offer 
Visit our websites at: www.delphiadventureholidays.ie 

www_delphitraining.ie 

Phone for details, send CV or email us at: 
Personnel Tel: 00353 95 42336 
Delphi Adventure Holidays Fax: 00353 95 42303 
Leenane Email: delphigy@iol.ie 
Co. Galway 
Ireland 
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Instructors Required 
Longridge SBC is a multi-activity Centre 
situated on the Thames near Marlow and 
Hurley. Our users include scouts, guides, 

schools and corporate clients. 
We are seeking to recruit people with BCU and/or RYA 
qualifications who are also enthusiatic and flexible, available 
between Easter and September. A competitive salary is paid 
for these residential posts. In addition there will be 
opportunities to obtain further NGB qualifications. 

Further details from: 
Longridge S.B.C Quarry Wood Road, Marlow, Bucks SL7 1RE 
Tel: 01628 483252 Email: Jobs@longridge.org.uk 
www.longridge.org.uk 

Endeavour Training. 
We are looking for a committed and qualified Outdoor 
instructor to assist with development training courses for 
unemployed young people. The position is Leicester based. 
Applicants should have a DI mini-bus entitlement, ideally they 
will hold at least two of the following, SPA, BCU level 2 coach, 
summer ML. 

Salary is up to £ I 5987 dependent on qualifications and 
experience. Closing date for applicants is the 31st of July. 
Further information and an application form from: 
Steve Turner, 
ENDEAVOUR TRAINING LTD. 
Sheepbridge Centre, Sheepbridge Lane, Chesterfield 
S419RX 
Tel No. 0870 770 3250 Fax 0870 770 3254 
www.endeavour.org.uk info@endeavour.org.uk 

,vlft.. Ac~.A.. FAIRTHORNE 
V IV I ~ MANOR 
Senior Duty Staff - Multi Activity Instructors. 

YMCA Payscale 3 (£7915 - £9596) 
YMCA Fairthorne Manor is a leading outdoor education and 
children s work specialist. We deliver innovative programmes to 
14000 children and young people of all abilities each year. 
We require multi-activity instructors to join our expanding Senior 
Duty Staff Team. NGB awards are desirable with a preference for 
RYA and BCU coaching qualifications. Permanent contracts, 
residential and non-residential posts available. 

Also 
Instructors and Play Scheme Leaders required for summer holidays, 

please ring for details. 
For an application form please contact: 

Personnel Department, YMCA Fairthorne Manor, Curdridge, 
Southampton, S030 2GH Tel: 01489 785228 

E-mail: info@fairthorne.co.uk www.fairthorne.co.uk 

~ STUB BERS 
~r~C, ADVENTURE CENTRE 

U BB "B~ Upminster Essex 
~-..JENT-l.J., '\""\>-~ 1 

i>- ,,1,: c-e1'1 

Vacancies for 2001 season 
Instructing and support staff 
required for a busy multi activity centre that provides for a wide range of 
clients. All activities are within 130 acre site with 3 lakes. Close to London 

More details on website: www.stubbers.co.uk 
Applications with CV to Bob Edwards (Centre Director) at: 

Stubbers Adventure Centre, Ockendon Road, Upminster, Essex RM14 2TY 
Or email: admin@stubbers.co.uk 

Charity No. 1080941 

R9yal= 
Kingston ~g 

WATERSPORTSSTAFF 
NEEDED IN 

KINGSTON UPON THAMES 

SEASONAL I SESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
RY .A. AND B.C.U. INSTRUCTORS/SENIOR 

INSTRUCTORS 

AT 
Albany Park Canoe and Sailing Centre 

Rates of Pay £5 - £7 per hour depending on 
qualification 

For an application form contact 
Fiona Hutchison on 020 8547 6715 or email 

fionah@rbk.kingston.gov.uk 

~ 
FIOYAL YACHTtNG ASSOCIATION 
l'llC:OO•,u•ro T&AC.l-l!NG UTJl.kl ••••• l'Nt 

...... :,.i;'•• . ., 
!°' ~ -; - _ -- -- •..•. ... .....-.~ 

KAYAKING INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED ... 
... to help us celebrate our 26th year at our island-based 
Multi-Activity Adventure and Survival Training Centre. 

Must be at least Level 2 Coach, with extensive 
experience of instructing teenagers. starting in May, 
finishing in September, we can offer you full board 

and accommodation, a good wage and excellent wild 
sea paddling all around, including the Conyvrechan 

Whirlpool nearby. 
Please apply with your CV to Wild Island 

( CF), Solwaybank, Canonbie, Dumfriesshire, 
Scotland DG 14 OXS. 

HEAD of CANOEING 
Manor Adventure, one of the UK's leading 

independent actiivity centres offers opportunities for 
lively, enthusiastic, committed individuals who enjoy 
working with groups of children and adults in the 
great outdoors both in the UK and their brand new 

centre in Northern France. 
Minimum Qualifications required 

Level 3 Coach Training 
• Training towards other NGB awards 
• Full board and accommodation 

· • Uniform 
• Salary based on experience 

For more information, call The Manor on 
01584 861333 

Email: manoradventure@lineone.net 



River Leaders Required in the 
South of France 
NST Adventure are currenHy looking to recruit River Leaders for 
our activity centre in the South of France for the 2001 season. 
This position requires a minimum of BCU Level 3 Open Canoe 
quaJHlcation. 

NST -------- ADVENTURE 
We require L2 Canoe and Kayak Coaches to work as Multi Activity lnetructora. 
Waprovlde: 
Full training, NGB course opportunities, Competitive Wages, All Meals, Free UnHorm, 
Excellent Chalet Accommodation, Comprehensive Insurance, Return travel to the UK 
A variety of positions at our other centres available from January to earty December: 
Activity / ICT Instructors, Group Co-ordinators, Catering, Cleaning / Maintenance and 
Driving. Senior stall positions also available. 
For further information please contact: 

Recruitment, NST Adventure, Chiltern House, Bristol Avenue, Blackpool, FY2 OFA 
Tel: 01253 503011 Fax: 01253 358955 

e-mail: recrultmentOnatgroup.co.uk www.natgroup-travel.com/adventure.html 

TAG Europe Ltd 
(www.tageurope.com) 
needs qualified mature 
freelance outdoor 
staff to work part time and 
full time in the UK and 
abroad. Events range 
from under 18 to corporate 
events. Send your CV to 
outdoorstaff@tai:europe.com 

Caledonian Discovery 
Friendly outgoing staff 
required to work on our 

highly renowned activity holidays. 
Scottish Highlands, June to October. 
Instructor. Open canoeing essential. 
additional outdoor skills an advantage. 
For details telephone: 01397 772167 

or email: fingal@sol.co.uk 

( ) I-xulknt trM><•"j· l'4' I..- <!,,,t,,.fetitive w~es. 
:.>.--,..C.:: ~ 

-~o~;K."vood 
We need residential instructors to 

start in late August 2001. 
For details; tel: 01706 814554 or 
e-mail: staff@robinwood.co.uk 

f=C> LI 17 cl r"V 
travel insurance 

Comprehensive cover for canoeing/kayaking 
and many other adventurous activites 

1 week European white water cover on~ £22.50 
0114 275S806 

www.foundrytravel.com 

N.W. 
Bg.QWN 

1"-'-l R \'-.< I ru« >1,1 I{', 

Insurance available for: 
+ Canoes & Equipment 
+ Activity Travel 
+ Activity Centres 
+ Personal Accident 
For details contact us at: 
Richmond House 
16-20 Regent Street 
Cambridge 
CB2 IDB 

Tel: 01223 357131 
Fax: 01223 353705 
Email: canoe@nwbrown.co.uk 
Web: www.nwbrown.eo.uk/canoe 

Specialist Canoe· 
rnsurance from 

FOR INSTANT COVER 

MON - FRI 9am - 6pm. SAT 9am - 1pm 

nmosr, NOITII IIOUH. ST. fDWUOS "' IOIUOH. mu 11111 3'P 

w.canoefocus.co. 
RAD 

,.o:••"•~• 
HAVEN RD, EXETER. 01392 219600 

Full range of equipment for all 
aspects of the sport. Playboating, 

Fun, Surf, Touring, Racing. 
www.aswatersports.co.uk 

South Wales 

Adventure Gear Discounts 
Wetsuits * Canoe Mart * Plastic 

welding * Hire/Sales 
Canoe packages from £50. 
Tel/fax 029 20692108 

The Essex Superstore 
Kayaks, Canoes or Sit-ans 
www.nucieuswatersports.org.uk 

01255 812146 or 
07710 375560 

Wiltshire 

HAZE ENTERPRISES 
25 Primrose Hill, Tockenham, 

Wootton Bassett, Swindon, Wilts 
Tel: 01793 852904 

66 Uphill way, Uphill Village 
Weston-super-mare BS23 4NT 

Tel: 01934 613612 
Fax: 0117 9235961 

Email: perFormance@kayakuo.uk 
Website: www.kayaks.co.uk 

Yorkshire 

#fUii#IYM:ll€1YM#i•t•lll4 

"I 

2?gpia Canoe Supplies 
Stockists of all leading 

equipment and accessorles. 
OPENING TIMES 

Mon - Sal: 9.00 am - 6.00pm 
Sunday and bank Holidays: By appointment only 

01524 388850 
Unit 8. Lansll Industrial Estate, 

Caton Road, Lancaster 
Lanes LAl 3NX 

Scotland 
~ Equipment, accessories, 
~ river information and more. 
~ Mail order & contract 
~ orders welcome. 

Higlifuruf Canoes 
7, Myrtlefield, Grampian Road, 

Aviemore 
Tel: 01479 810116 

WEIRWOLF 
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Canoe & kayak builders and repairers. 
Super marathon C2 available as plans, pre-cut 
panel kit or completed boat in ply, fibreglass etc 

Other boats built to commission at realistic prices. 
Repairs in GRP, Kevlar/Epoxy, polythene, ply, 

stripwood. 
Plastic welding service also available. Call for 

details and quote on your boat 
Iain Hutchison (01594} 826273 (Glos) 









perception® 
ONE WITH WATER 



UNRIVAJ ,ED VEllSATIUTY. 
GUARANTEED. 

At Mad River Canoe, we believe the canoe is the most versatile paddlecraft ever created - 
and every Mad River Canoe is the most versatile made, crafted from top-quality materials, 
based on the best designs, and executed with 1.UlC'Ompromising craftsmanship. 

Built to last a lifetime and guaranteed to do just that. 

AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD DEALERS 
WHITEWATER CONSULTANCY, BRONWYDD, CARMARTHEN, WALES SA33 6BE TEL: 08000151520 WWW.WWC.CO.UK 
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	Phone for details, send CV or email us at: 
	Opportunities in Ireland 
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	Please contact Simon Rouse 
	Instructor/ Careworker 
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	KAYAKING INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED ... 
	Please apply with your CV to Wild Island 
	( CF), Solwaybank, Canonbie, Dumfriesshire, 
	R9yal= 
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	Minimum Qualifications required 
	01584 861333 
	~ STUB BERS 
	~r~C, ADVENTURE CENTRE 
	U BB "B~ Upminster Essex 
	Vacancies for 2001 season 
	,vlft.. Ac~.A.. FAIRTHORNE 
	Senior Duty Staff - Multi Activity Instructors. 
	Endeavour Training. 
	Instructors Required 
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	FOR INSTANT COVER 
	Specialist Canoe· 
	Insurance available for: 
	+ Activity Travel 
	+ Activity Centres 
	+ Personal Accident 
	For details contact us at: 
	16-20 Regent Street 
	CB2 IDB 
	Tel: 01223 357131 
	Bg.QWN 
	N.W. 
	www.foundrytravel.com 
	Comprehensive cover for canoeing/kayaking 
	1 week European white water cover on~ £22.50 
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	ADVENTURE 
	River Leaders Required in the 
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	Yorkshire 
	2?gpia Canoe Supplies 
	Stockists of all leading 
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	WEIRWOLF 
	Wiltshire 
	Scotland 
	Higlifuruf Canoes 
	Tel: 01479 810116 
	South Wales 
	01255 812146 or 
	w.canoefocus.co. 
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	GUARANTEED. 
	AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD DEALERS 
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