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BCU elections 
The BCU AGM at Westminster Boating 
Base revealed that Albert Woods had 
retained the Presidency of the BCU. 
Albert received 339 of the 620 votes 
cast with David Train receiving 199 
and there being 82 spoilt votes. Andy 
Cook, Roger Fox, David Gent and Alan 
Laws were elected to the BCU Board. 
This was the first time that we have 
seen such a hard fight for the 
Presidency. 

Devizes to Westminster 
With the foot and mouth outbreaks still occurring it is with 
deep regret that the Devizes to Westminster Organisation 
decided to cancel this year's race. In commenting after the 
difficult decision the organisation's chair, Tom Armitstead, 
said: "In making this early decision the organisation is able 
to remove uncertainty, refund the paddlers who have 
already paid to compete and establish a firm basis for 
organising the race at Easter 2002, although disappointed 
the DN.J team is committed to bringing the event back next 
year". 

VIP Recognition Awards 
The VIP Recognition Awards are presented each year to 
sports organisations that are leading the way in the 
recruitment and management of volunteers. The awards 
offer winners public recognition and financial support in 
their volunteer management programme. The awards 
consist of the following; 
• Nine regional club awards, worth £1000 each 
• Regional club award winners gain automatic entry for 

the national club award, worth £3000 
• 100 regional "highly commended" club awards, worth 

£100 each. 

Tell us what you want 
We will be sending you a questionnaire in May requesting 
information to assist us with the Paddlesport Review and to 
provide data for the DETR research into access to water. 
We recognise that paddlers want to paddle and do not 
enjoy questionnaires but I would like to take this 
opportunity to stress the importance of this piece of work. 
The paddlesport review will assist us in shaping our 
organisation to meet your needs; it will help us put in place 
the right services to take your sport forward. In addition it 
will provide important data to assist with our attempts to 
gain greater access 

Foot and mouth disease - 
general update 
As we go to print, the foot and mouth outbreak is back on 
the front page. There have been signs that some people felt 
that the problem was over, and that the tight controls under 
which the country has been operating were no longer 
required. This could have caused some complacency in 
observing the rules. 

"From a veterinary point of view, I must emphasise that 
we are still caught up in a serious disease problem, which 
may well get worse before it gets better. If we are to keep 
the outbreak under control, the tight restrictions on 
livestock movements and other activities risking disease 
spread are absolutely essential, and must be rigorously 
obeyed and enforced. These restrictions must be retained 
until we are sure the outbreak is over. To relax the controls 
too early could lead to a further deterioration in the 
situation". 
Jim Scudamore, 
The Chief Veterinary Officer 9th March 2001 

Canoeing has been restricted across the entire country. 
In order to contain the disease, even in totally urban areas, 
riparian owners, such as BWB, have banned the use of 
watercourses in support of the precautionary principle. 
Paddlers are asked to continue their support in respect of 
the situation by ensuring common sense action in line with 
the BCU's overall statement. 

For an up-to-date statement call the BCU Office on. 
0115 9821100 • One national award for the best university sports 

association, worth £3000 www.maff.gov.uk/animalh/diseases/fmd 
• One national ~ard for a national governing body worth 

£5000 
The closing date for the application process is July 31 

2001. Call 0800 363 373 for information and an 
application form 

Paul Owen 
Chief Executive 
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White Water 
Warriors on line! 

Check out 
www.whitewater 

warriors.com. Made 
during this year's 

Warrior travels, the site 
was built after a crash 

course in web design in 
Kathmandu. Some 

pages were created in 
a jumbo jet at 32,000 · 
feet, some on the river 

banks in Nepal, in a 
flashy hotel in Bhutan 
and in the departure 

lounge at Bangkok 
Airport. 

In New Zealand the 
laptop has been 

spotted in a van, near 
a wave, in an eddy - 

but now it's home. Say 
Allan and 'The Original' 
White Water Warriors: 

"Check us out and 
boost our ratings and 
you never know what 
might happen in the 

future! 

Jerry moves on 
Members should 
note that, having 

moved to Sheffield, 
Jerry Elsmore is no 
longer working as a 

London & South East 
Region official: 

"Despite moving on, I 
am still currently having 

lots of enquiries 
coming through to me 
that I am no longer in a 
position to deal with," 

he says. 

Environmental commitment 
Barbara Young, the new chief executive of the Environment Agency, chose the London Boat Show as the perfect 
occasion to reinforce the agency's commitment to the waterways of England and Wales. 

Baroness Young visited the show to meet representatives from the British Marine Industries Federation and the boating 
industry. The meeting discussed many issues relating to navigation, including navigational management and funding. 

Said Baroness Young: "The agency is determined to continue managing the waterways of England and Wales in a 
way which ensures that the right balance is struck between the needs of our environment and the needs of those who 
use our waterways for commercial and recreational purposes. 

"We have and will continue to work in close partnership with navigation authorities, as well as the boating trade 
and industry, to make our waterways cleaner and safer. We are actively involved in programmes such as the Waterways 
Trust, the Boat Safety Scheme and Navigate With Nature." 

Money in leads to money out! 
Ask not what your region will do for you - ask what you can 
do for your region. Well, in the Northern Region there are 
always a few jobs looking for volunteers and most of those 
jobs involve only a few hours work, but if no-one did them ... 
we wouldn't have a Tyne Tour. 

It's a great weekend, 700-800 people enjoy the 
paddling, the Ceilidh, the social whirl, but it wouldn't work 
without a lot of preparation and volunteers. There is a small 
team that masterminds the organisation throughout the 
year, but on the weekend itself loads of people are needed 
to man car parks, sell tickets, organise the camping and so 
on. If enough people get involved, most will only need to do 
a couple of hours, and can get in plenty paddling as well. It 
all helps make the event go smoothly. 

The main targets last year were to encourage club 
paddlers, particularly young paddlers and women, to gain 
more coaching qualifications and skills. The region wants to 
help clubs raise their standards and knowledge and for the 
ideas to be fed back into clubs. 

The basic policy is to provide 50% subsidies, to ask 
clubs to support applications - financially if possible - and 

to expect the recipients to 'repay' their grant by voluntary 
work, either in their clubs or with regional events. 

So last year we helped with first aid courses, manual 
handling courses, and white water safety and rescue 
courses. 18 young people and six women now have the 
skills and confidence to organise safety cover on river trips. 
The region also ran an introduction to sea kayaking for 
young paddlers - nice and lumpy it was. The young 
members of Durham KC had help to do their Coach 2, and 
have since done Coach 3 training. 

Assistance is also given to young competitors, with 
grants to the youth polo teams and help with barrage 
passes for the Tees Slalom squad. Clubs needing specialist 
equipment for disabled paddlers had grants, and Northern 
Region provides two days of Paddleability events, free of 
charge, which are very popular. 

'About £3,000 was raised at last year's tour, and the 
region expect to spend it the same way this year. Just 
remember - if you don't help the region, it isn't going to be able 
to help you!" comments Northern Region chair Vic Brown. 
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Discover Perfection 
Let Your Mind Wander 
Prijon has designed a superb collection of touring singles and doubles 
to meet every possible touring requirement. If you want stable and 
comfortable touring kayaks that are easy on the pocket try the Capri, 
Alz or Calabria. If you want high performance with unsurpassed 
durability and the rigidity of HTP (Blow molded plastic) try the. 
Catalina, Seayak, or Kodiak. For the purists the Yukon-E and Millenium 
in Kevlar Carbon will be difficult to beat All Prijon Expedition kayaks 
are world renowned for their large tanks and hatches. 

Alz £399 NEW! Length 440cm 

Yukon Expedition £699 Length 440cm -- 
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Catalina Expedition £499-£599 NEW! Length 464cm 

--~- .. 
Seayak Expedition £549-£649 Length 490cm 

,. 

Yukon-E £799-£1299 Length 505cm 

Millennium £799-£1299 Length 505cm 

Kodiak Expedition £599- £699 Length 518cm 

Odyssee K2 Expedition £669-£769 Length 490cm 

Excursion K2 Expedition £669-£769 Length 518cm 
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12 West Burrowfield Ind. Est. 
Welwyn Garden City, 
Herts, AL7 4TW 

Tel: (01707) 330000 
Fax: (01707) 333026 
email: sales@avoncraft.co.uk 
www.avoncraft.co.uk 
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Are you Come clean!. 
competent? 

A user photo-card 
scheme was 

introduced at the 
Nene Whitewater 

Centre on February 1 
in a bid to ensure 
that the course is 

tackled only by 
people competent to 

do so without 
endangering 

themselves or 
others. 

To be approved, 
paddlers need to 
either hold a BCU 

three-star certificate, 
be a ranked slalom 

paddler or 
whitewater racer, 

have undertaken a 
centre approved test 
or already by known 
by centre staff to be 

competent. 
Says Alan Adams, 

chairman of 
Northampton Canoe 

and Kayak Club: "The 
reason the card has 
been introduced is 

because of a 
worrying number of 

accidents, 
particularly in Pool A. 

"The problem is 
that people don't - 

and, in some cases, 
can't - stop before 
paddling down the 

drop. 
"If they don't stop 

and check first, they 
are unaware if their 
path is clear. At the 

same time, paddlers 
down below don't get 

the chance to see 
them coming. 

"It's hoped that 
ensuring competency 

through the card 
scheme will stop 

such accidents from 
happening." 

Surfers Against Sewage are looking for your help. Commenting 
on the European Union's recently published Draft Bathing 
Water Directive, Vicky Garner, of SAS, says: "To get what we 
want we need backing from all water users across the member 
states, including canoeists. 

"We have already got them to change the definition of 
'bathing' to any direct body contact with water involving head 
submersion and/or the risk of water ingestion - which means it 
now covers a whole lot more people. 

"Our hopes are for a piece of legislation which will protect 
all water users, not just bathers, from the risks associated with 
sewage polluted water and to this end we have been building a 
'water alliance' by pulling together the governing bodies of all 
water sports and asking for their support in the campaign. 12 
governing bodies, representing many thousands of users, have 
already signed up. "We've managed to persuade the European 
Commission that what we are saying makes sense but to 
strengthen our argument we need some solid facts to present 
before the European Parliament, which body will have the final 
say on the new directive. 

"Time is now short and we will have our work cut out over 
the next few months finding water users in all the member 

states and persuading them to back what we are calling for. 
"If any reader has contacts in any water sport in any 

country, please drop us a line with their contact details. 
"Among other things, we are trying to work out where 

people are going into the water and what are the top 
watersports in each country. 

"It is absolutely essential that we gather the evidence to 
confirm that water users don't just frequent the same waters 
that bathers use." 

Vicky Garner or James Hendy of Surfers Against Sewage 
can be contacted on 01872 553001, or via e-mail at: 
vicky@sas.org.uk 

Get in the swim 
Water quality is a 
cause for concern 
among paddlers as 
well as everyone 
else who uses the 
nation's rivers, 
lakes, canals and 
seas - which is 
why Surfers 
Against Sewage 

are calling for the canoeing community's support. 
On May 5, at more than 50 locations throughout Britain, 

thousands of people will be making a big splash by taking part 
in SAS's first ever national sponsored swim, an event which will 
raise funds to enable the lobbying organisation to continue its 
fight for a cleaner aquatic environment. 

The aim of SAS is to ensure that whenever, wherever and 
in whatever way you choose to partake in leisure activities you 
should be safe in and around the waters. When serious health 
risks are present, SAS wants the information prominently 
displayed, so that members of the public have the chance to 
make an educated decision and not an ignorant one. 

"Health risks can be removed and you have the right to see 
that this happens," says SAS representative Paul Owen. 

"If you are interested in taking on the challenge, dive on in 
and set yourself a target: you can swim five to 500 lengths, or 
more ... it's up to you! 

"Embrace it as a mission. Help us make not just ripples but 
waves of awareness. All the swimmers taking part will receive a 
thankyou certificate and prizes will be awarded to those raising 
£10 or more. 

"The total amount of sewage discharged daily around the 
British mainland coast is enough to fill 546 Olympic-sized 
swimming pools!" 

Those interested in obtaining details of events in their area 
should contact Natasha at SAS on 0845 458 3001. 
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Youngsters, 
look East! 

Are you a dedicated C1 
who was under 16 on 

January 1, 2001? If you 
are in division two or 

above or are maybe at 
the top of division three 

and only just missed 
promotion, this should 

interest you. 
The BCU has a 

dedicated C1 coach and 
wants to improve Cl's 

in GB canoe slalom. 
Cl's are currently 

wanted for the summer 
tour to Eastern Europe. 

If you are 
interested, contact Jim 
Croft, the GB under-16 

manager on 01582 
651615, or e-mail 

jjmcroft@ntlworld.com 

Paul peaks 
Olympic silver medalist 
and by far the fastest 
man on the river, Paul 
Ratcliffe is now part of 

the PeakUK 
development team. 

When not training or 
racing, Paul will be 

assisting in the 
development of new 
product designs and 
marketing up to the 

next Olympics. He will 
also be writing event 

reports for magazines 
and for the Peak UK 

website at 
www.peakuk.com 

Coruh river 
As well as having spaces 

left on their paddling 
adventures in Nepal. 

Bhutan, South America, 
New Zealand etc 

Adventure Whitewater are 
now offering exciting 

journeys in the land of the 
Byzantine 

Castles ..... Turkey. 
The Coruh river is 

being dammed with the 
construction scheduled to 

be completed next year. 
Whilst all paddlers hope 

their progress is slow and 
damage to the river is 

limited, this year could be 
the last chance to enjoy 

all of it's whitewater. 
For further details of 

these or any other of their 
trips, please do contact 

them at: 
info@adventure 
whitewater.com 

Tel: 0870 443 0 240 

Born leaders wanted 
Would you like to lead sea kayaking trips through Chile 
under often demanding conditions? 
Can you provide a safe and professional environment 
for young people to learn to canoe in remote parts of 
Belize, Namibia or Ghana? Would you like to work with 
a well-respected charity and improve your own work 
skills. 
Youth development charity Raleigh International - 
formerly known as Operation Raleigh - is looking for 
qualified sea kayakers and inland canoeists to work 
on its three-month expeditions to the above countries 
this year. 
Each Raleigh International expedition has on average 
100 young people aged 17-25, and around 40 

volunteer staff members aged 25 and older. The younger volunteers, known as Venturers, spend 10 weeks in their 
expedition country while the staff members spend around 12 weeks. 

Canoeing and kayaking will form part of the young volunteers' three-week adventure project. These trips present 
many challenges, such as travelling in remote areas under demanding conditions and being exposed to wilderness 
living. Canoeing/kayaking staff need to provide a safe and professional environment for the project to run successfully. 

A minimum of two members of staff run each trip and both must be experienced in all aspects of organising and 
leading trips. This includes route planning, group management, navigating often arduous terrain, first-aid and safety 
techniques. 

Volunteer John Ramwell, a kayak project manager in Chile, said: "If you are looking for a serious kayaking 
experience in remote locations and if you get any satisfaction from seeing young people in your charge enjoy what will 
probably be the most exciting and challenging experience of their life, then look no further than Raleigh International." 

All potential Raleigh International staff are asked to attend a UK-based introductory weekend and successful 
applicants then fundraise £895 towards the cost of the programme. The qualifications necessary to take part vary, 
depending on the specific requirements of the project. Current sea kayaking is restricted to Chile, while inland 
canoeing projects are undertaken in Belize, Ghana and Namibia. 

Interested? Call the staff recruitment office on 020 7371 8585, fax 020 7371 5852 or e-mail 
staff@raleigh.org.uk. 

www.raleighinternational.org 

Tough ... and then some 
The Blue Eskimo Challenge, which catapulted onto the UK 
endurance sports scene when it was launched last year, is 
back for 2001, with the first event scheduled for Saturday 
April 28 on the banks of Loch Goil, Scotland. 

Other events follow in the Lake District (June 30-July 
1), north west Wales (August 25-26) and in the north of 
England (October 6- 7), with the grand final in an exotic 
location to be announced later. Precise details of the 
venues are not given to the competitors until two weeks 
before the event, to prevent unfair reconnoitering. 

The event's inaugural series last year was a great 
success, introducing a completely new event to the UK 
and gaining an amazing response from both competitors 
and sports enthusiasts at large and winning extensive 
television coverage. 

Such is the interest around the world in this type of 
event that teams took part from all over the world, including 
South Africa, New Zealand and the United States. This 
year's challenge hopes to attract a similarly international 
entry and also to encourage more UK-based teams to take 
part with the support and sponsorship of their companies. 

The Blue Eskimo Challenge pits mixed sex teams of four 
against each other and the elements, navigating over tough 
terrain for up to 30 hours non-stop. Each team has to be 
completely self-sufficient, carrying enough food and 
equipment to see them through the gruelling event. 

Over the two days of each event, the teams complete 
punishing sections which, besides canoeing, include mountain 
biking, orienteering, abseiling and a lot of trail walking. 

Says James Hopper, the event's founder and organiser: 
"The Blue Eskimo Challenge was so successful in its first 
year because it appeals to an urge among competitors of 
all ages to test themselves and fulfil a need for adventure 
and the physical and mental challenges so often missing in 
modern life." 

Full details of this year's challenge can be found at 
www.blue-eskimo.com. Organiser John Hopper can be 
contacted on tel: 07747 632096 or by e-mail: 
james.hopper@blue-eskimo.com. 

Holme Lacy College 
Canoeing activities at Holme Lacy College in the Wye Valley 
have continued to expand with the arrival of a fleet of open 
canoes. As well as star award training at Upton Warren 
Outdoor Centre and river trips on the Wye, white water 
kayak skills training has been run on the Usk, Dart, Dee, 
Rea and Lugg. In the summer students will have the 
opportunity to undertake a canoe camping journey on the 
Wye and try sea and surf kayaking in Pembrokeshire. 

A variety of courses are offered for students from the 
age of 16. Opportunities exist to gain a variety of Coaching 
Awards and many students go on to work as watersports 
instructors in the Outdoor Industry. For those wishing to 
progress from Further to Higher Education we also offer an 
HND in Outdoor Recreation Management and, new this 
year, a BSc (Hons) in Outdoor Recreation. Both of these 
courses are offered in partnership with University College 
Worcester. 

As well as work experience placements in the UK we 
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are now able to offer the opportunity for HND students to 
undertake a summer placement in Norway. To find out 
more about any of these courses or for information about 
Open Days in May and June please contact Admissions on 
01432 870316 or e-mail:holmelacy@pershore.ac.uk. 

www.holmelacy.ac.uk and www.worc.ac.uk 

Making the Move ... 
Glenmore Lodge, Scotland's National Outdoor Training 
Centre will be joining forces with gear specialists KOGG 

Senior Paddling instructor, Ian Sherrington said "In 
KOGG we feel we have found a company that has a 
reputation for quality and reliability that matches our own. 
They produce stylish, functional equipment that meets the 
needs of all our students." 

"We are a unique testing ground in that we cater for 
people taking thier first paddle strokes through to working 
with paddlers at an elite level" 

Cam Allan from KOGG explains: "The philosophy of 
KOGG is simple, we design hard wearing functional paddling 
gear. Our mission in the new millennium is to just keep 
going." 

"We have teamed up with Glenmore Lodge to work 
together on product development. To do this we have to 
work with the most experienced in the business. Glenmore 
Lodge as a centre of excellence can provide this testing 
ground" 
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French summer 
The French Canoe 

Federation has a number 
of international events set 

for this summer. 
The flatwater racing 

World Cup will be held at 
Mantes la Jolie, in the 

western suburbs of Paris, 
from June 14-17. 

Bourg St. Maurice, in 
the Savoy area of the Alps, 

has been chosen to host 
the slalom pre-world 

championships 
competition, from August 

17-19. 
Details of these events 

can be obtained from the 
Federation Francaise de 
Canoe-Kayak at 87 Quai 

de la Marne BP 58, 
94344 Joinville le Pont, 

Cedex, France. Tel: 
00133 (0)1 45 11 08 

50, fax: 00133 (0)148 
86 13 25, e-mail: 
ffck@ffcanoe.asso.fr 

River Usk Canoe 
Race 

All-comers are welcome 
for the 2001 River Usk 

Canoe Race, set for 
Sunday July 15, starting 
from Newbridge-on-Usk 

and finishing seven miles 
away at the Hanbury Arms 

Hotel, Caerleon. 
Starting time has been 

set at 2.15 pm and further 
details are now available 

from Alan Baker, 20 
Larkfield Close, 

Caerleon, S Wales 
NP18 3EX. 

Tel: 01633 421629. 
E-mail: baker@alval. 

freeserve.co.uk 

1st World 
Masters 

July 7-8 at the Lake 
Velence venue, Budapest, 
is the date set for the 1st 
World Masters Canoeing 

Cup competition, 
organised by the 
Hungarian Canoe 

Federation, who can be 
contacted for further 

details at MKKSZ/HCF, 
1138 Latorca.u. 2, 

Hungary, fax: 001 36 1 
4650095, e-mail: 

mkksz@mail.elender.hu, or 
alternatively from 

Jozsef Jolesz, 
fax: 00136 28 

402031 
e-mail: canoedoc@ 
rnail.digitel2002.hu 

Duisberg 2001 
KanuDuisberg 2001, the German town's 20th 
international canoe regatta, is set for June 22-24. 

The new world championship programme will be 
carried out and four boats per nation will be allowed in 
each discipline. Details of the event can be found at 
www.kanuduisberg.de 

Japan for ladies 
Promoting international friendships through the sport of 
canoeing, as well as providing an opportunity to improve 
racing skills through contact with other highly skilled 
athletes: those are the declared aims of Japan's Miyoshi 
Club international ladies kayak competition, to be held 
from April 27-29. 

The town of Miyushi is located almost in the middle of 
Japan and is next to Toyota, the famous automotive 
manufacturing city. The setting for the competition is a 
beautiful lake in the town. 

The race course is equipped with an automatic 
launching (starting) system which was made by the Seiko 
Corporation. 

The organisers are prepared to provide transportation, 
bed and board for teams of up to four paddlers and one 
official, as well as a participation allowance of 100,00 yen 

Contact: 2001 Miyoshi Cup International Ladies 
Kayak Competition Organising Committee, 50 
Kosaka, Miyoshi, Miyoshi-cho, Nishikamo-gun, 
Azichi-ken 4 70-02955, Japan. Tel: 001 81 5613 2 
8027. Fax: 001815613 4 4379.E-mail: miyo 
edu@hm.aitai.ne.jp. Web: www.town.mivoshi.aichi.jp 

European canoe polo champs 
Bydgoszcz, a city between Warsaw and the Baltic port of 
Gdanzk (Danzig) is the venue selected by the Polish 
Canoe Federation for this year's IV European Canoe Polo 
Championships, for seniors and I U-21 paddlers. 

The event will be staged from August 1-5, with 
qualifying on the Friday and Saturday and the semi-finals 
and finals played on the Sunday. 

There will be three pitches, each with a length of 35 
m by 23 m and three training pitches will be available at 
locations outside the pool area. 

Under ICF rules, each national federation is allowed to 
enter one team in each category: senior women, senior 
men, under-21s women and under-21s men. 

Enthusiasts wishing to spectate may obtain details of 
the championships from the organising committee of the 
Polish Canoe Federation at 17 Erazma Ciolka Str, 01- 
445 Warszawa, Poland, tel/fax: 00148 (22) 8374059 
or 00148 (22) 8371470, or e-mail: kajac@hbz.com.pl. 

Canoe polo championships 
This year's BUSA Canoe Polo championships will take 
place at Compton Verney on the weekend of the May 12- 
13 and is expected to attract more than 50 teams, 
making it the biggest yet! Spectators are more than 
welcome. 

The event is being run in conjunction with 
Loughborough Students Canoe Club, as usual, and 
Cherwell Canoe club, who will be providing food and drinks 
(hot and cold) throughout the event. A Saturday evening 
meal is included in the team entry as usual and extra 
tickets for spectators are available from the organiser at 
£7 each. 

There will not be any bar facilities this year, however 
there will be no restrictions on entry into the marquee. 
More info on the event is available from event organiser 
Jonathan Walder at 98 Beacon Road, Loughborough, 
Leics LE11 2BH. Tel: 01509 551241; mobile: 07879 
843021; e-mail: J.M.Walder-97@student.lboro.ac.uk 

Oops! 
Our apologies to Martin Bell for misnaming his North Walls 
promotion on Sunday April 8 as the 'North Wales Circuit 
Races', which must have struck readers as odd since it is 
run under the auspices of Winchester and District Canoe 
Club in Hampshire! 

Anyway, just to remind you, this interesting event 
consists of a relay fashion race against the clock for 
teams of two. Entries on the day are priced at £1.50 per 
seat (£3 per team). 

There will be classes for kayaks, whitewater racers 
and Canadians, with prizes for age groups, with check 
in/entry at 11.30 am, briefing at 12.20 pm and start at 
12.30 pm. 

Contact Martin Bell, 3 Exeter Close, Boyatt Wood, 
Eastleigh, Hants, for further details. 

2001 Eastern Region Weekend 
Following the success of last year's event, we are planning 
to hold another event this year at Herts Young Mariner's 
Base, Cheshunt, Herts, on June 16th/17th. 

All canoeists and their families are welcome; there is 
no admission charge. 

Camping is available at a nominal charge from the 
Friday evening onwards, but needs to be booked please. 

The organisers intend to run more subsidised 
coaching courses: Child Protection, Injury Prevention, 
hopefully a Disability Awareness course, seminars for 
Racing beginners and enthusiasts, as well as coach 
revalidation sessions on both days. There will also be an 
opportunity to take BCU star tests in both Kayak and 
Open canoes, as well and Canoe Safety Test training and 
assessments. Special events for younger paddlers are 
also planned this year. 

There will be a barbecue on the Saturday evening and 
trade stands will be offering their wares; we are also 
planning another raffle to raise money for the Eastern 
Region Coaching Fund, with a wide variety of canoeing 
prizes on offer. 

For further details, or to book places on courses, 
please contact Lesley and Terry Quinlan on 01255 
815093 or e-mail at: lesleyguinlan@hotmail.com 

Flanders Cup entries 
Though national teams will be given priority, club teams 
may also enter the 9th Flanders cup canoe polo 
tournament, set to be run at Hazewinkel, just outside 
Antwerp, on June 30-July 1. If more than three teams 
enter from any country, the best three will be chosen to 
take part. 

Teams which do not provide two qualified referees and 
two line judges will be required to pay fees of 1000 Belgian 
Francs. 

Entry forms may be obtained now from Christel Van 
der Avorty, Van Leriuslaan 188, 2850 Boom, Belgium. 
Tel: 00132 3 844 48 10, fax: 00132 3 353 26 78, e 
mail: flanderscup@belgacom.net. 

More open 
Since 1997, there has been an annual Open Canoe 
Symposium in the UK, alternating between Wales and 
Scotland. The calendar is now being extended to include 
an English Open Canoe Symposium. 

In order to make information about the forthcoming 
events more widely available, a website has been 
launched. 

Please visit www.canoesymposium.co.uk for full details 
of the next Open Canoe Symposium as well as articles 
and pictures from the last year's event in Scotland. 



TO ADVERTISE CALL> 01480 465081 www.canoefocus.co.uk 13 

KAYAKS IN STOCK 
PYRANHA 
ESKIMO 
NECKY 
PRIJON 
RIOT 
SAVAGE 
PERCEPTION 
DAGGER 
WAVESPORT 

OPEN CANADIAN CANOES IN STOCK 

STIRLING 
CANOES 
BLOCK 4 UNIT 2 
MUNRO ROAD 
SPRINGKERSE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
STIRLING 
FK7 7UU 

TEUFAX 01228 531703 
E-MAIL jim@carlislecanoes.freeserve.co.uk 
OPENING TIMES 
MON • FRI 9.30 • 5.30 
SAT 9.30 • 4.30 

THE NORTHS PREMIER KAYAK AND OPEN CANOE SPECIALIST 

TEUFAX 01786 478820 
OPENING TIMES 
MON • SAT 10.00 • 5.30 

SUN & BANK HOLIDAYS BY ARANGEMENT 

SEA KAYAKS IN STOCK 
MAD RIVER 
DAGGER 
PYRAHNA 
COLEMAN 
MOBILE ADVENTURE 
OLDTOWN 
CLEARWATER 

P&H 
ROMANY 
MEGA 
PRIJON 
PYRAHNA 
DAGGER 

PADDLES AND ACCESSORIES 
FROM ALL LEADING MANUFACTURERS 

MAIL ORDER HOT LINE 0800 0747975 FREEPHONE 
SAME DAY DISPATCH r r--- 

'VISA ·- 
NEXT DAY DELIVERY 

[!:! 
HAYllnG TRAllERj 

THE TWO KAYAK WIDE 
TRAILERS 
From 1 - 5 layers high 
( 2 - 10 kayaks) 

FOUR POSTER (From 1 • 4 layers· up to 6 
kayaks or 2 Open Canadipns _can fit on each layer) 

--i. 

2 ½ Layers 
and mesh box 

THREE KAYAK WIDE TRAILER 
max 7 high 
(21 kayaks) 

The 6 trailers 
shown here 
are just a few 
of the options 
available. 
Each trailer is 
built to suit 
the customers 
requirements. 
Full details in 
the brochure 

3 layer - Open box, drop tail & PVC 
cover 

15 kayak model 
with the aluminium 
Keepsafe 

All boxes optional - GRP, Mesh 
& Aluminium boxes are lockable 

THE MARK FOUR One Design 
(6 kayaks or 2 Canadians per layer 

4 layers) 

All models include lights & jockey wheel 
All trailers are hot dipped galvanised 

1 
Full rang_e of accessories 

•• ----~ncluding Security Wheel Clamps r For free brochure .l Number Plates & Straps . . . 
,· Mail order or collect direct price 11st & friendly 

'J':_ Opening hours professional service 
,,,-.r~~on- Fri 8.0- 5.30 Sat 9.0. 3.0 Call 023 92 464176 

a i- . Fax 023 92 463069 
r , " VISA ( 254A Havant Road Hayhng Island I email haylingtrailers@btclick.com 
- Hampshire PO11 0LW 
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Steve Brooks guides a group of British soldiers 
down Nepal's Sun Kosi - the 'River of Gold' 

We collected a group of British 
soldiers on a mission to paddle 

three big rivers in the exciting Himalayan 
country of Nepal: the Sun Kosi, the 
Karnali and the Tamur. 

My own mission was to jointly lead on 
the Sun Kosi with Ram, a Nepalese 
expedition leader with Equator 
Expeditions. 

After a day of administration and 
showing our team around ever fascinating 
Kathmandu, we headed off to Sukute, a 
beach camp conveniently located on the 
bank of the Upper Sun Kosi. 

A great couple of days ensued, with 
both the raft and the kayak teams being 
put through their paces by Ram and 
myself. 

With the monsoon still raging, it 
certainly was an eye-opener for our army 
team. I also managed to sneak a high 
water trip with two of their top kayakers 
on the Balephi Kola - a tributary flowing 
into the Upper Sun Kosi - a great way of 
finishing the first leg of the expedition. 

With everyone chilling out nicely at 
the camp, it was time to move on. The 
first couple of days saw us really playing 

around on the eddy lines and practising 
our Nepali language on the crowds of 
kids who gathered at each village we 
passed through. The rain continued and 
Ram and myself were reckoning on the 
river flowing at around its late August 
level, which was rather high as we had 
yet to see any major tributaries or 
confluences. 

We then reached our first rapid, the 
forbiddingly named Meatgrinder. After 
eddying out on river right to inspect, we 
found our reckoning was correct. The 
river was indeed very high and the 
Meatgrinder was, in fact, completely 
washed out. 

It was not until we reached Hakapur 
village that Ram and myself noticed our 
group looking a little anxious. Prior to this 
everyone had been washed or just 
thrown about on some very big and 
bouncy waves. 

The group stocked up on beer, rum 
and cheeky bars - rafts are useful in 
some ways - and then we headed for the 
major rapid of the river. 
On eddying out left, we clocked our first 
view of the rapid. It was thumping, 
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something that Ram and I were pleased about in an odd way, as now 
the soldiers were beginning to respect the mighty Sun Kosi River. 

Ram and I gave the team the line and then we set off. The first 
group of kayakers was led by Ram and then my team followed with the 
paddle raft and the oar (beer!) rafts. 

Ram took a sweet line and his kayakers were right there with him. 
My guys followed. 

Getting everyone in their boats, after a few nervous calls of nature, 
the last chants were said and we paddled up the eddy, ready to meet 
the Sun Kosi's might. 

I led, with the team following my line, and it was only then that it 
dawned on me how small one feels when approaching the horizon line. 

With the line impregnated in my mind, I dropped in ... no worries: 
right angle, speed and power. Through the first drop and up and over 
the huge waves behind it I went until I reached the last eddy on river 
right before what is known as Hakapur II. 

As I arrived in the eddy, I saw the next paddler trying to roll up after 

some unsuccessful attempts, to be followed into the safety of the eddy 
by the rest of the team. 

After lunching at the Dudh Kosi confluence and my telling stories of 
another raft trip the previous year and the great first descent, one 
paddler recounted to everyone that he thought I was too far to the left 
at the entrance to Hakapur, so he had decided to scoot right a little 
only to get a nice working - over from the diagonal wave. It had taken 
him a while to realise why he had made a wrong move and after 
fathoming out why he got worked, his conclusion was to trust the lead 
line in future. 

The funniest story came from Andy that night, as we sat around the 
campfire. After answering his nervous calls of nature before getting into 
his boat at Hakapur, he had headed out following my line. 

It was about 30 seconds later that his brain took over and he said 
to himself: "Look, Andy, eddy out - you still have time." 

Fortunately, Andy's instinct for adventure took over and he carried 
on, but, as he entered Hakapur, he felt a lot of water enter his boat. 

At the take-out for lunch, he was a little confused as he has neither 
capsized, nor had his deck popped: he had actually nailed the line! It 
was only when the smell started to seep through his wetsuit shorts that 
he realised he had produced a mass of coloured water in his wake. 

Past the Dudh Kosi, life began to chill out once more. Jaws was 
pushy, not too bad; Dead Man's Eddy was almost non-existent; Rhino 
Rock - the infamous 
two stones - was 
just waves and it 
was not until we 
reached the Jungle 
Corridor that the fun 
really began again. 

What normally 
consists of six rapids 
in 10 kilometres 
turned into a 
continuous wave 
train - truly 
awesome. 

With big grins 
and wide eyes we 
camped for our 
penultimate night. 
The river took us at 
an extraordinarily fast pace to 
the infamous temple just before 
Chatra, our take-put. 

The whole experience was 
amazing - and something our 
soldiers are bound to remember 
vividly, thanks to the unusually 
high water and heavy rains 
encountered that season. 
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Take care! 
Large parts of the 

Countryside & Rights of 
Way Act came into force 

on January 30. 
Restoration groups 

and waterway users, 
including paddlers, 
should be aware of 

tough new penalties for 
wilful disturbance of 

wildlife protected under 
law, with maximum 
penalties of fine of 

£5,000 and two-year jail 
terms. 

Access volunteers 
needed 

The search is on for 
access officers for the 

Nene, lse and Tove 
rivers in 

Northamptonshire, 
which currently have 

nobody filling this 
important role. This is a 
voluntary BCU job which 

involves being the 
contact point for people 

who are thinking of 
paddling a particular 

river and need accurate 
local information on 

such matters as access 
points, places to avoid 
and any problems likely 

to arise. 
The BCU is trying to 

break rivers down into 
more manageable 

sections in the hope of 
making the job easier, 
though it, of course, 

creates a need for a lot 
more volunteers. 

Anyone interested 
should contact Chris 

Rance, of Northampton 
Canoe and Kayak Club, 
at 57 Georges Avenue, 
Bugbrooke, Northants, 

tel: 01604 831183. 

Who's to be in charge? 
In a statement that evoked an immediate angry response, the 
IWA has announced its support for a proposal that the 
navigation authority functions of the Environment Agency 
should be handed over to British Waterways. 

While recognising that there are widely varying opinions 
amongst its members in different parts of the country, on 
balance the IWA council has concluded it would be in the 
national interest if the management of the rivers Thames, 
Medway, Nene and Great Ouse, along with the agency's other 
navigation interests, were to be passed to British Waterways. 

Says IWA chairman Richard Drake: "We took a long term 
view of the respective abilities of the Environment Agency and 
British Waterways to encourage investment in the nation's 
inland waterways in view of their existing legal duties, powers 
and structures." 

Responding to the IWA statement, the Environment 
Agency has expressed its dismay at the views expressed: "I 
can only support one comment Richard Drake made on the 
issue," says Environment Agency chief executive Baroness 
Young of Old Stone, "and that is his speculation that the 
agency would be disappointed with his organisation's 
position. I can assure Mr Drake and the IWA that the agency 
is committed to continue managing waterway navigation and 
ensuring that the right balance is struck between the needs of 
our environment, the needs of public safety and the needs of 
the people who use our waterways for commercial and leisure 
purposes. 

"The rivers of England and Wales are not the sole 
preserve of navigating authorities. Our rivers are at the heart 
of our land drainage and flood defence system; vital to the 
maintenance and enhancement of our water supplies; vital 
habitats for our diverse and unique wildlife, and the economic 
and cultural focus of many communities. 

"Separating what are inextricably linked uses of critical 
rivers, which are currently managed by the Environment 
Agency, could produce a range of negative impacts, including 
a potential increase in flood risk and a decline in river 
wildlife." 

The agency currently manages more than 800 km of river 
navigations, maintains and operates 126 locks and 
associated weirs and sluices and provides public access to 
these sites. 

Angling & Canoeing 
Liaison Group update 
As reported in the last edition of Canoe Focus, the 'Effects of 
Canoeing on Fish Stocks and Angling' research project 
generally concluded that canoeing is not harmful to fish 
stocks. As a continuation of this work, the Environment 
Agency opened discussions on a further study at the most 
recent ACLG meeting in February. 

The new work proposes "to undertake a review of existing 
voluntary canoe access agreements and explore the reasons 
for the success or failure of certain schemes, particularly with 
respect to the resource economics involved". 

Amongst other things it will seek "to place a value on the 
potential disturbance caused by canoeists in relation to the 
size and type of fishery''. 

It is now becoming apparent that the Environment Agency 
proposes to consider some form of payment structures to 
increase access. Any such proposals will need to be 
considered against the long-standing BCU Access Policy that 
has been re-affirmed to ACLG. Namely: where a landowner 
allows canoeists access to land for the dedicated use of a 
short stretch of water, usually a rapid, this constitutes 
'occupation'. The question of any payment is between the 
landowner and the visiting canoeist, bearing in mind the 
various market factors. 

Further, for passage along a stretch of water - ie touring - 
payment is not considered appropriate. 

This position totally concurs with the government white 

paper leading to the Countryside and Rights of Way Act, 
which made it clear that there would be no question of 
payment for access to the countryside itself. However, where 
ingress and egress to the river is made available over private 
land and the landowner provides a facility, such as car 
parking, then this could be the basis for making a charge. 

Details of this further study have to be finalised, but it 
seems certain to have a financial aspect and in time scales is 
likely to overlap the DETR research project, also reported in 
the last edition of Canoe Focus. 

Scottish access enshrined 
The Draft Land Reform (Scotland) Bill was launched in late 
February in Aberfoyle. Part one of the bill provides for a 
responsible right of access to land and inland water. 

The draft bill was launched by Jim Wallace, deputy first 
minister and Sam Galbraith, minister for environment, sport 
and culture. 

In addition, the draft Scottish Outdoor Access Code, 
drawn up by Scottish Natural Heritage in consultation with the 
Access Forum, was published for consultation in parallel with 
the bill, on the same day. 

The Bill will be available for viewing on the Scottish 
Executive Website www.scotland.gov.uk, and will be 
introduced into the Scottish Parliament no earlier than 
September. 

Further information about the bill, the impact it is likely to 
have on canoeing in Scotland and how you can have your say, 
can be obtained from scaadmin@dircon.co.uk. 

Cash for access 
Some 50 awards of between £2,000-£10,000 are available 
from the Fieldfare Trust's Millennium Awards Scheme to give 
to disabled people residing in Scotland and who want to 
improve access to the countryside. 

This is in addition to the 26 awards, worth some 
£100,000, which have already been given. 

One recent recipient was an Aberdeenshire man given 
just over £7,000 to enable him to promote the accessibility 
of skiing for disabled people. 

Ideas for making canoeing more accessible would be 
welcome. The Fieldfare Millennium Awards team can be 
contacted on tel: 01334 657708, fax: 01334 657978 ore 
mail: awards@fieldfare.f9.co.uk. 

Come clean 
This year's Waterway Recovery Group national clean-up takes 
place at Pant, on the Montgomery Canal, on March 24-25, 
with the weekend's activities mainly comprising work on 
clearing the line of the canal, involving a lot of scrub bashing 
and bonfires. 

Explains Waterway Recovery Group chairman Mike 
Palmer: "We had planned to hold a massive party at Pant, as 
part of WRG's 30th anniversary celebrations. Unfortunately, 
due to the petrol crisis, only a limited number of people could 
get there. Now the national clean-up weekend will carry on 
those activities of last year and hopefully make a huge impact 
on the two-mile stretch of overgrown canal bed." 

The site is different from those which have been subject 
to previous clean-ups, in that the canal currently has no water 
in it: "That means there will be a shortage of abandoned 
supermarket trolleys and old car tyres to be disposed of," 
quips Mike, "The weekend is being re-named as 'The Clean 
And Jungle Bash' as we will be cleaning the canal bed of 
vegetation, rather than dredging unknown objects from 
beneath the water." 

WRG welcomes canoeists and friends to take part and 
accommodation is available at West Felton Village Hall, for 
just £8, including all meals. 

Contact Ian Wingfield, Waterway Recovery Group, PO Box 
114, Rickmansworth WD3 1ZV. Tel: 01923 711114 ext 24 
(daytime) for further information, or go to www.wrg.org.uk. 
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BROOKBANK 
CANOES, KAYAKS, ACCESSORIES 

• CANOES, KAYAKS 
AND ACCESSORIES 
FROM ALL THE MAIN 
MANUFACTURERS 

• MAIL ORDER SERVICE 
• CONTRACT PRICES FOR 

GROUPS, CENTRES, 
CLUBS,ETC 

• LARGE WELL STOCKED 
SHOWROOM 

• DEMO/HIRE BOATS 

BROOKBANK 
Unit 23 

Meadow Industrial Estate, 
Water Street, Stockport 

Cheshire SK I 2BX. 

Freel!hone Hotline 
080U 542 6782 
Fax: 0161 474 1411 

e-mail mark@brookbankcanoes.co.uk 
www.brookbankcanoes.co.uk 

RED HOUSE WHITEWATER £XP£Rl£NC£ 
Book Now For 
"Tax Only" 
Insurance - 
Limited Period 

Surf a wave on the 

"River of No Return" 
River Salmon, Idaho, USA 

• 90 miles of and 6 days Grade II-IV water 
• Holiday packages or bespoke from 9 days 
• Local experts to show you the best line 
• Kayak and raft options 
• Warm water and good weather 
• Limited Places left June - September 2001 
• New for 2001 - specialist kayak instruction 
Tackle some great white water in one of the most beautiful and isolated 
canyons' in the USA. Roar through Growler rapids, wing through Big 
Mallard, get minced in Dried Meat! 

As evening falls, camp on a sandy beach, sip a cold beer and tell river tales 
while your guides prepare a delicious meal on the campfire. 

New for 200 I - Ex pen kayak instruction option from our Idaho mountain base. 
Perfect all your moves before heading out on our 6 day River Salmon trip. 

Our Idaho base has plenty of alternative activities for non-kayaking friends 
and family (and tired kayakers!). 

* Holidays for 4 or more people booked before May I 0th qualify for 
insurance at "tax only" prices based on our standard price list. Check our 
web site for other specials. Other deals may be available for smaller groups 
- please contact us to check. 

http://www.redhouseservices.com/rafting 
Call Paul or Alice at Red House WhiteWater 
Experience on 01480 354205 
or email: redhouse@so1ution4u.com 
The Red House, 13 Post Street, 
Godrnanchester, Carnbs PE29 2BA 

-~

Travel _Tr1,1st 
Association 

I R8019) 

Going direct to 23,000 BCU 
members, no other canoeing 

magazine is so widely 
distributed. To advertise to 
all the members of the BCU 

call 01480 465081 
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Young canoeists booste 
Over the last 25 years SportsAid 

has distributed nearly £20 million 
to thousands of British sportsmen 

and women. 

Yet there is public confusion as to 
the ways in which the funds are 

raised and little knowledge of our 
past aid recipients and their 

achievements. The fundraising 
campaign 2001- The Sports 

Odyssey is aiming to celebrate 
past successes and make sure there are 

even more in the future. 

SportsAid funds athletes across 55 able 
bodied and 25 disabled sports, including 
canoeing. It is a charity and can only give 

out the money that is raised through 
sponsored events, social dinners and the 

generosity of the public and 
corporations. 

SportsAid's 25-year contribution to 
canoeing 
Canoeing has benefited to the tune of £1.5 million since 
SportsAid was launched in 1975. Past recipients of 
SportsAid grants include Tim Brabants (pictured), who won 
an Olympic bronze at the Sydney games, and silver 
medallist Paul Ratcliffe. 

Turning potential into success 
The awesome performances of Paul and Tim are proof that 
if we get behind our nation's youngsters and allow them the 
chance to let their ability shine, then the rewards will come. 
But SportsAids wants to put more money into canoeing so 
that those with the potential to follow in the footsteps of 
Paul and Tim have the best chance to grab their own slice 
of Olympic glory. 

A star of the future: Louise Donington 
A young lady to look out for is 16-year old Louise 
Donington. 

This talented slalom paddler from Louth in Lincolnshire 
is currently the Ki ladies under-16 national junior 
champion and has been earmarked by the BCU as having 
the potential to compete successfully at international level 
in the future. 

Louise first received a SportsAid grant in 1999 and has 
recently been granted a third award. Travelling to Nottingham 
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to find the nearest whitewater training facilities can take up to 
two hours, not to mention the cost to her pocket. 

Other factors have made life even more difficult. Louise's 
mother had to give up work due to ill health and her sister is 
at university, so finances are stretched; yet her talent and 
ability has shown through. However it could have been very 
different if SportsAid hadn't been there for Louise. 

'Without SportAid's financial help, both I and many 
others would find it extremely difficult to continue 
competing at this level, she comments' 

Talent won't stop Louise getting to the top, but funds 
might. We can't let that happen. 

'If every person who cheered us along in the Olympic 
final gave £1 in support of the work that SportsAid does, 
we'd have many more reasons as a nation to be proud,' 
says Matthew Pinsent - triple Olympic champion, who 
received ten SportsAid grants. 

Why is Sportsaid launching 2001 - The 
Sports Odyssey? 
SportsAid has been funding Britain's young sporting talent 
for the last 25 years but now we want to increase the 
numbers assist. 

We give individual aid on the basis of talent and need 
to able-bodied and disabled athletes and also work within 
communities to provide sport for all. 

Young talents won't become tomorrow's heroes without 
SportsAid funding. 

What are the specific aims of the Odyssey 
campaign? 
The Odyssey focuses on three key areas of talent: 

Blossoming - supporting those who have already 
shown great potential 
Hidden - identifying talent in previously overlooked 
pockets of society 
Misguided - offering a truly positive channel for those 
at risk 
Winning medals isn't everything. All youngsters deserve 

the chance to experience sport. It gives the disadvantaged 
a chance to express their creativity. 

How will the Odyssey's aims be achieved? 
Formal and wacky events will be taking place throughout 
2001 to raise funds and a nationwide community schools 
programme will be unearthing hidden talents. 

We need everyone's assistance to make the Odyssey a 
triumphant success: from corporate sports lovers to parents 
who cheer on their kids from the touchline - and the 
armchair fans who were on the edge of their seats during 
the Olympics. 

Funding the grass roots of sport may not be 
fashionable, but it is invaluable. Britain's sporting success 
is in your hands. Don't let it slip through your fingers. 

r-------------------------------------------------------------, 
Visit our website -.sportsaid.org.uk or call 020 7387 9380 to find out 
about corporate opportunities and how you can make the unlikely likely. 

Alternatively, you can fill in the form to receive information on 
forthcoming Odyssey events or to simply make a donation. 

Your money will directly help to fund Britain's future sporting heroes 
and allow disadvantaged and disabled kids to experience the magic of 
sport. How proud would that make you feel? 

Name . 
Address . 

Postoode . 
Telephone . 
E-mail. . 

Please tick box to receive information about: I would like to donate: 
D London Marathon D £5 
D Sports Ball D £10 
D Wacky Car Race D £20 
D London Triathlon D £50 
D Californian Bike Odyssey D £100 
Please return to SportsAid, 15 Pratt Mews, Camden, London NW1 OAD 

Diary 2001 

The London Marathon - 22nd April 
Our 'Runners for Sport' will be pounding the streets to raise 
some serious cash. 
The Sports Ball - 22nd May 
A thousand guests including Sir Steve Redgrave and Trevor 
Brooking will be attending this glamourous occasion at the 
Grosvenor House Hotel in London. 
The Wacky Race - July 
Driving from John o'Groats to Lands End in a wacky car. 
How much fun is that? 
The London Triathlon - 26th August 
With an Olympic challenge, a shorter sprint and even a 
team relay, there is no excuse not to get involved in one of 
the biggest participation triathlons in the world. 
Californian Bike Odyssey - 
28th September to 9th October 
Cycle 510 miles in 12 days along the Pacific coastline, 
taking in the Golden Gate bridge and Big Sur National Park, 
and raise money for SportsAid at the same time! 
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Olympics plans 
get the bird 

The Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds is 
calling on a variety of 

organisations, including 
the British Olympic 

Association, to use their 
influence to prevent the 

Schinias Marsh, an 
internationally important 
wetland for wildlife, from 
being destroyed to create 
the rowing and canoeing 

centre for the 2004 
Athens Olympic Games. 

On the coast of 
Attica, east of the Greek 
capital and next to the 

site of the 490 BC Battle 
of Marathon, the marsh, 

which, under existing 
European environmental 

legislation, should be 
protected, will be 

destroyed by the creation 
of artificial lakes, a 
helicopter pad and 

parking and 
seating 

facilities for 
40,000 

spectators. 
Plans for 

after-use of 
the site 

include the 
creation of a 
golf course 
and tourist 
facilities. 

"The t.=:=:::= 
Olympics are hugely 

important, but surely they 
should not be about the 

destruction of our 
environment and 

heritage?" says the 
RSPB's international 

director, Alistair Gammell, 
who says letters of 

concern have been sent 
by his organisation to the 
British Canoe Union and 
the International Canoe 
Federation among other 

organisations. 
"We know that 

opportunities exist for the 
use of other sites which 
will neither compromise 

the Olympics nor the 
wildlife, which includes 
some 176 species of 

bird, including the rare 
glossy ibis, whose 

numbers are in decline 
throughout its range in 
Europe, which passes 
through the Schinias 
marsh on migration." 

New titles to win 
A new national championship for canoe slalom has been 
created for 2001. The races offer a chance to watch the 
top UK paddlers battling it out on the best white water in 
the country. Two of the season's three top races will be on 
the Tryweryn, for the first time in more than 10 years. 

Alan Edge comments: "In an effort to bring the best 
boats together to decide who will be the UK national · 
champions for 2001, the spring selection races for the GB 
teams, held during March and April, have been identified as 
the 2001 UK national championship races." 

The races will be: senior and U23 UK championships - 
April 7, Tryweryn International site, April 8, Tryweryn 
International site; April 27, Grandtully; junior UK 

championships - March 24, Holme Pierrepont; April 7, 
Tryweryn International site; April 21, Grandtully. 

Paul Ratcliffe, Stuart McIntosh and Smith and Bowman 
have been pre-selected for the 2001 world championships 
to be held in Ocoee, Georgia, USA on September 20-23. 
They would have to compete at these races in order to 
challenge for the UK national championships. It looks as 
though Olympic silver medallist Paul Ratcliffe will wish to 
compete for the first title as UK national champion. 

The GB ranking championships will be made up from 
the best five results from amongst the 11 premier races. 
These will identify the boats that perform the best over all 
the season's domestic races. The British Open 2001 takes 
place on Saturday October 20, at the start of the 27th 
Llangollen Canoe Slalom Festival. 



TO ADV E RT I S E CA LL > 0 1 4 8 0 4 6 5 0 8 1 w w w. ca n o e focus . co . u k 21 

STARTER 
PACK 
KAYAK 

PABDL:E& 
!iPRAYDECK 
Ei!!99.DD 

Dagger RPM 
Leili"mt l. 
1he greot alf rounder 
fur any l,;wel ar ~ 
Ii water candlr:lal~. 
~~ -lll!!K'....,.. 
On/fl 

£45D 

~~~V,Jit/1!! 
Cl-h: al/rounder ror 
both surr and rlw:!rs. 
5ultiJJble fur any le\,el 
of paddlers and uater ---- -On/fl 

£399 

·- - -- •LM:Mxnec:lttMwJcuW ___ with_,,_, •• 
--°"'" ·Z.-.~caMerta~U.. 
nl!dr..,,..,,lfsepthe..-w, _,,,_ 

RRPSll!i4.!lS 

£99 .•. 

• Bullt Mth 3-ltiv«' IWIU1qlrDOT) - -~IJllttsrdluJeflfttth~ -·- • High quality...-. IMth mm on 
dlrtel," and dout* f#de,d llamb.tW!d .-..~ £119 .•• 

·-- - · RRPSR.515 

£59 ..• 

Raffa ,\ 
3mlJI...._ - - - £39 .•. - £3i! .•. 

Ya1' Rll/er 
Rael( &QN ·- ·COrdura- 
• lntegNM DR harneN 
•ctiefftpoc:ket ,ea.. lall not ~ 
RRPBBS.00 

£59.- 

STOP PRE!i!illlllll 
152 Leeds Road, Heckmundwike, 

West Yorkshire 
E·MAIL:canae@raha.ca.uk 
WEBSl1F:www.raha.ca.uk 

',-----------~-----------------==~'==~----~M~A~l-L~D-RD.Ell...HDILI/JIE.-OJ9i!4 44411B8 
1 BEST PRICE!!iHJR.5CHOIJll.~~ 

zone 
., Percentage of lime in, above and below 

., Electroluminescent bock light, Stopwatch 

., Maximum heart role proaommoble bv nqe 
or actual value 
Bike mount included -=••~·· 

PREMIER 
., Target zone limits settable in single beat 

,lopwolt I 
., Easy lo remember button commands for 

user friendly operation 
., Transmitter liattery is easily reploceolile 
., Electroluminescent bock light 
•~Bike-mount-included I 

£69.99 



•~\ I Off to a wortd-class start 
WORLD 
CLASS 
PERFORMANCE 

Slalom camps 
Slalom camps held 

have been as follows: 
Jan 12-Feb 6: New 

Zealand camp; Feb 7- 
Feb 15: St Pe Camp - 

France 
A small group of four 

paddlers travelled to NZ 
for an extended warm 

weather camp, with just 
one coach and one 
technical support 

person. The aim was to 
provide a good training 

block with quality 
coaching. This was 

achieved. 
For those paddlers 

who did not go to New 
Zealand, a camp was 
organised at St Pe, in 
France. The purpose 

was, again, to provide a 
block of training before 

the Elle race. Other than 
having one of the mini 
buses burgled and all 

the paddles stolen, the 
coaches - Dave 

Crosbee, Ian Raspin and 
Mark Delaney - were 
pleased with how the 

camp went. 
The success the 

World Class Potential 
group has achieved so 
far is very encouraging 
and we can confidently 

look forward to even 
more success in 2001. 

The BCU World Class 
Potential Programme, 
featuring 
predominantly 
paddlers aged 17 - 
24 was launched on 
April 1 last year and 
included in the 

programme were 28 racing athletes 
and 22 slalomists. 

Transition from a junior to a senior athlete is very 
difficult and it often takes a good period of time to become 
established in the senior team. Prior to this programme, 
there was little support available for these aspiring young 
athletes, outside of their local canoe clubs. 

The main aim of the programme to provide invaluable 
one-to-one coaching support to all athletes on the 
programme; to provide domestic and international training 
opportunities and to provide international competition for 
these athletes 

The major issue facing us in terms of implementation of 
the programme was staffing. We operated at a 50% staffing 
level due to the fact that only seven-month contracts could be 
offered whilst the open recruitment process was underway. 

This put great strain on the coaches operating the 
programme to ensure that the quality coaching we aimed 
for was not compromised. Considering the performances 
achieved within the backdrop of these factors, we had an 
outstanding competitive season. 

The following appointments have now been made 
within the World Class Potential Programme:- sprint racing: 
head coach - Claudine Le Roux; senior men's development 
and London coach - lmre Kemecsey; Midlands and junior 
boys coach - Alexander Nikonorov; national development 
coach - no appointment at present. 

Claudine headed up one of the regional development 
centres for the French Federation, Alex worked with the 
Spanish national team for seven years, taking a number of 
paddlers to the Olympic Games and lmre is a Hungarian 
Master coach and world champion in his own right. Working 
with these experienced coaches should make the future 
very exciting. 

Slalom appointments are:- head coach - Andy 
Maddock; kayak Coach - Dave Crosbee; canoe/kayak 
coach - Mark Delaney; kayak coach - Ian Raspin; national 
development coach - Alan Edge. 

We are delighted to have such good quality coaches in 
the programme and hopefully, with Mark and Ian making 
the transition into coaching, paddlers will now see that 

there is an opportunity for a career in 
coaching as well as having current role 
models to aspire to. Andy has been with us 
for a while now and provides continuity as the 
programme develops, whilst Dave returns 
from a spell working with Irish Olympic athlete 
Ian Wylie. 

Whilst World Class Performance were sad 
--------• to lose Alan Edge as their national 

performance coach - we are delighted that Alan has come 
to work within World Class Potential. Alan's wealth of 
experience and knowledge of the sport at many levels will 
be invaluable and he will have so much to offer in his role 
to develop our future international coaches. 

As well as providing one-to-one coaching support to the 
nominated paddlers, the programme has provided a 
number of training camps, the most significant of which 
were:- Oct 26_-November 2: Lanzarote land-based training 
camp; Jan 22-Feb 4 - Seville Warm Weather Camp 
(seniors only); 16 Feb 16-Feb 25: Bordeaux warm weather 
camp (iuniors only). 

Club La Santa, in Lanzarote, is a well-known sports 
club, which is highly recommended by the Sports Council. 
Many of the GB athletes in various sports spend time 
during the winter at La Santa. The goal for the October 
camp was to prepare for winter training and to set a good 
base of fitness. Typically, the athletes completed five 
training sessions a day. Feedback from all on the quality of 
the camp was excellent. 

In January 2001, the senior athletes travelled to Seville 
for a 13-day water and land-based camp. Using one of the 
Spanish national training centres, the activity was based on 
a river. Unfortunately a number of athletes became ill and 
were unable to train at the intended level, but the warmer 
weather and the opportunity to bring the group together for 
an extended period of time was of great value 

· February saw the turn of the top junior paddlers to 
access high-quality training time. The camp was held at 
one of the French national training centres in Bordeaux. 
Again based on a river, the camp met excellent weather 
and the support from the staff at the centre was top-class. 
An excellent block of technical training both individually and 
in crew boats was the goal for the 10-day camp. 

With canoe slalom coaching support being based at the 
National Centre at Nottingham, the aim was to offer a 
minimum of eight sessions per week, provided over a 
seven-day week but guaranteed over a four-day week. This 
was to be further enhanced by domestic and international 
camps. However, staffing ratios once again prevented 
running the programme at full capacity during the first even 
months of the year. 

The floods of early November and the damage to the 
National Water Sports Centre course has meant that 
approximately two months of training time at the 
Nottingham course has been lost. In the circumstances, 
ther venues such as Stafford & Stone, Matlock and Bala 
have been used as an alternative. 
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Whitewater 
fun time! 

This year's 
Whitewater Challenge 
Series is going bigger 
and better. Those fun 
lovin' folk at Pyranha 

have come on board for 
the weekends to run a 
secret fun event and 
provide more demo 

boats for everyone to try 
out, alongside the 
normal Challenge 

Downriver, X Slalom and 
Freestyle events. 
There will also be 
technique clinics 

available for playboating 
fanatics yearning for tips 

from the stars. 
This means more 

events, more fun, more 
prizes, more demos and 

more of a 
non-stop weekend 

of activities. The 
Nottingham event in 
June already has a 
music fixture, with 

the mighty and very 
entertaining Burdock set 

to play live 
on the Saturday 

evening. Check out the 
new id10t5 video to get 

a sample of their 
tunes. 

Dates confirmed so 
far are: Teesside April 
28-29; Tryweryn May 

12-13; Nottingham June 
2-3 inc Burdock Gig; 

Sept 29-30 River Garry 
Scotland, (provisional); 

Oct 6- 7 BCU Paddlefest. 
Nottingham Oct 6- 7, 

It's your move! 
In basketball there is a Slam Dunk 
Contest highlighting the impressive 
virtuoso moves of the sport. 

During the 2001 world surf kayaking championships 
there will be a Big Move contest to highlight the dynamic 
moves which surf kayakers are pulling off in the waves 
these days. 

The contest will be run as a video-based, audience 
judged contest. A team will consist of a paddler and a 
camera operator (who can switch roles and provide two 
different entries). 

The goal is to capture on video the biggest most 
dynamic move performed on Tuesday or Wednesday at 
the same venue as the preliminaries (but not while 
paddling in the prelims). These will then be compiled and 
shown on Wednesday night - with the audience judging 
the best moves. 

The following rules have been laid down: a person can 
be a paddler in only one team (but can be a camera 
operator for multiple teams); a team can submit up to 
three moves to be considered; each clip must capture the 
entire move, with several seconds of footage before and 
after the move; a move will be considered 'completed' if 
the paddler emerges upright. Incomplete moves can still be 
scored if they are impressive - this will be up to the 
audience's tastes. 

It is not necessary to regain the green - exit aerial 
moves will be considered, but not paddle-out airs. 

The move must be performed at the prelim venue, but 
not while the paddler is competing in a preliminary heat. So 
as not to interfere with the championships, paddlers must 
perform the moves well clear of the ongoing prelim 
competition area 

The paddler and camera operator must submit the clip 
together and it is up to the paddler to determine the 
partner on the team if multiple cameras should capture the 
same move. 

Prizes will be given for both the paddler and the camera 
operator. Awards in multiple categories are likely (biggest 
move, biggest wipeout, biggest air, etc) but entries are still 
limited to three clips total. 

Only individual moves will be judged, not entire rides - 
this is a contest for the biggest single move, not the best 

Entry 

An entry will consist of a video tape, and completed 
entry form. Tapes must be in NTSC format (the 
organisers are working on a way to accept PAL 
format, but no promises) please contact Preston 
Holmes if you plan to use PAL, you may be able to 
help). Preferred tape sizes are MiniDV, Digitals, or 
High8. Each tape should be labelled with the 
camera operator's name (and a number, if more 
than one tape is submitted). 

An entry form must be included with each entry. 
Entry forms will be available throughout the day at 
the prelim venue. If you have filmed more than one 
person, you should submit multiple forms. 

The entry form must include: the name of the 
paddler; the name of the camera operator the label 
on the tape (for people submitting multiple tapes); 
timecode number for each move (within a second or 
two); the signature of both the paddler and the 
camera operator. All entries must be submitted by 
3:45 pm on Wednesday at the organising 
booth/tent/table at the prelim venue. Only entries 
meeting all of these conditions will be considered. 

single wave. As such, the move being submitted should not 
be longer that 3-5 seconds in duration. 

No advance registration is required, and the contest is 
open to everyone present at the worlds, even if they are not 
competing in the championships. 

There are no separate categories for different boats, 
simply: whatever pleases the crowd most wins. 

Judging will be open to the entire audience. Details 
remain to be worked out but will probably be by anonymous 
but serialised ballots handed out with the dinner tickets. 
Those getting clips of aerial manoeuvres, might also 
consider submitting them to Penstock Productions Big Gun 
Show: http://www.penstockproductions.com/default2.htm 

For further details, contact organiser Preston Holmes, 
at pholmes@ucsd.edu 

The promoters are still seeking some interesting prizes 
and/or cash for this event. If you are interested in 
sponsoring, contact Preston. The video nature of the event 
provides some exciting sponsorship opportunities. 

1 
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It had been on my mind to head out to Iran to sniff out rivers for some 
time. Back in 1976, I was the youngest member of the British Everest 

Canoe Expedition and I remember climbing up huge passes to the 
north east of Tehran as we drove overland to Nepal and then, on the 
return journey, watching the truck drivers light fires under their fuel 
tanks to unfreeze the diesel before starting down the snowy mountains. 

These mountains in Iran are over 5000 metres high along the 
south side of the Caspian Sea. You can go skiing here for nine months 
of the year - during the other three months the lifts are closed because 
of the blizzards. Snow melt from high mountains means rivers. 

Time passed and this knowledge drifted off into my subconscious 
and then when running my <;oruh River Trips it was reawakened by 
Iran's proximity. But the Islamic revolution and Britain's siding with 
America in the hostage crisis made Iran a less than preferable 
destination. Iraq and Iran then fought a bitter war for ten years which 
was ignored by the west. 

Later Sadaam Hussain turned his attention on Kuwait, and Britain, 
allied with America, defeated Sadaam Hussain in the Gulf crisis and I 
thought that it would now be possible to get into Iran on a British 
passport and have a look-see. I just needed to find the time. 

Then, in 1998, Deb Pinniger and I found ourselves at the end of 
the season with a spare two weeks. Not only had the last group on my 
<;oruh River Trips cancelled but Iranian visas were available from their 

. consulate in Erzurum in 48 hrs. So I impounded my van in the Turkish 
customs' pound and we jumped on a bus to Iran. A well-prepared trip; 
we had no map except a 1983 Bartholomew edition of the Middle 
East, no idea where we were heading except the insistence of Nuri, our 
Carpet salesman friend in Erzurum, that we should go to Isfahan: "It is 
crazy beautiful!" he enthused. 

A chance meeting on the bus with an Iranian family and an 
invitation to stay at their house for a few days led us to the Eastern end 
of the Caspian Sea. On the bus from Tehran to Gorgan, Debs and I 
looked down on one river which looked like an endless stream of white 
water flowing to the Caspian Sea. If this was August and the end of the 
snow melt I was definitely leaving this river to the Allan Ellards and Jon 
Pearsons of the kayaking world. Debs may have had different ideas but 
with no boats our hypothetical conjecture was a waste of time. 

Gorgan was hot and humid (35°C and 90% humidity) so any idea of 
travelling along the Caspian coast scouting rivers dissipated into the 
steamy atmosphere and we decided to go and see "crazy beautiful" 
Isfahan. Crazy beautiful it is. You can see how the town got its by-line 
"Isfahan is half the world". 

I arrived back in England and started planning. I bought a couple of 
maps and gathered together a group of friends and acquaintances who 
were prepared to head for an unknown river in a country more famous 
for its deserts and Islamic culture than its rivers. Pyranha and Palm 
came in as gear sponsors, and at the beginning of May we arrived, 
photos and forms in hand, at the Iranian consulate in Erzurum - but the 
rules had been changed that March and only seven-day transit visas 
were available. 

So, Iran 1999 was aborted but by this time we had found a river, or 

RPET 
Iran's Dez River Gorge might soun 

Manby is glad he and his frleru 

at least identified one on the map; it was a thin blue line with a 
darker black line alongside it. This black line marked the 
railway track; the railway would provide a convenient 
shuttle back up the river. The black line also had 
innumerable brackets marking tunnels 
indicating a gorge. 

It looked like a suitable destination 
but we were choosing a river on a 
1:500,000 US tactical pilotage map 
whose contours marked 500 feet 
intervals. The Euphrates in Turkey, 
between Kemah and lllic and 
which I have paddled several 
times, has a similar pair of lines 
on the equivalent tactical 
pilotage map and I reasoned 
that any river that has a 
railway line alongside cannot 
be that steep. But then Ross 
mentioned that the north fork 
of the Payette has a railway line 
alongside it! 

No visas meant that it would 
have to wait till the next year for us 
to test these conflicting theories. 
Visas were obtained - at a price - in 
London and Jan, an old friend from 
Holland, asked to join us with his wife and 
4X4 Toyota. Plans were made; well dates at 
least were decided! Then the team fell apart: 
the Iranians would not give Whit Deschner a visa, 
Steve Rogers, after recovering from malaria and giardia 
contracted on the Zambezi, fell ill to ME in England, Ross Purdy 
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d an offbeat destination but Dave 
Is made the effort to get there 

cancelled because he was buying a house, of all reasons, and others 
who had expressed an interest fell by the wayside. In the 

end it was left to myself, Bob Marchant and Rob Hind 
to drive from Europe to Erzurum to meet up with 

,.'!i.;f.'.-~ Jan and his wife, Jose, in their Toyota 4X4 and 
Guy Baker who flew in from Manchester. 

Visas· in hand, hangover in head, Carnet 
de Passage in triplicate and the cover 
of the Jimi Hendrix Electric Ladyland 
CD reversed, we arrived at the 
border. Three hours later we were 
in Iran. The tourist officer had 
helped (for $20) to 'smooth' our 
way past the customs. We had 
changed money with the black 
market boys, the Disprin was 
kicking in, and it was time for 
our first discovery of Iranian 
customs. The diesel pumps do 
not have automatic cut-offs. 
Well, there is no real point 
when you can fill up a Toyota 
4X4 and a Transit for US$2, but 

it does make for messy filling 
station forecourts and slippery 

smelly shoes! 
Two days of near continuous driving 

brought us to Dorud. This was our 
intended put-in. We were greeted by helpful 

locals full of advice. Amongst the blitzkrieg of 
Iranian I picked out some words common to Turkish 

and got the gist of what they were saying: "Please sir, 
rattan this road. This way good rattan thank you". 

So off we went looking for good rattan - and found a great 
campsite by a small side creek. We must have missed the snow-melt 
by months if this was a rattan river! It took a couple of days to discover 
that 'rattan' was not a mispronunciation of rafting but actually means 
'to go'. The following day we raftaned, paddling the main river down to 
the first tributary. The river was a class-three boulder garden, with the 
occasional class-four and a couple of portages around sumps, one of 
which would have been terminal and the other; well no one wanted to 
try the "I can roll under that rock" line. Camp for the night led to a visit 
from the local policeman who wanted us to go back up the rough road 
to Dorud and explain our behaviour to his superiors. Eventually this 
turned out to be a fairly friendly encounter (top tip in these situations: 
start talking about football and have some back-up knowledge as both 
the Turks and Iranians are extremely knowledgeable on the subject. 
They may not know where Manchester is but they sure know that Guy 
Baker does not look like David Beckham since his head shave!) 

Our summons was because when photographing the paddlers we 
were close to the railway line. On seeing my book 'Many Rivers to Run' 
with my name corresponding to the name in my passport, it was 
decided that I was indeed an author and should be treated as a guest 
and not a spy to be locked up. Tea arrived and we could go our own 
way. 

Whilst explaining ourselves in charades we had gleaned from the 
police that the road down the river, which was marked on some of the 
maps, was not passable even in a 4X4 and a train scout would be 
advisable. 

Bob and I took the train to Telle Zange and the others investigated 
the upper reaches of the tributary. The train scout: wild! We became 
celebrities. We met the Tehran Mountaineering Club who were waiting 
at the station en-route home. They introduced us to the station 
manager, who introduced us to the conductor who introduced us to the 
local teachers who plied us with questions and helpful advice, 
concurred with the letter of introduction from the Tehran 
mountaineering club that Mr Bouzagi was a good man, and made sure 
that someone knew to tell us that we had arrived at Telle Zange. 

As for scouting the river; from Dorud to Sephid Dasht it was more 
of the same class Ill-IV boulder garden rapids that we had paddled 
already and the drops that looked like they might be impossible were 
easily portageable. 

Below Sepid Dasht the valley sides grew steeper and steeper, the 
views obtained were fewer and fewer; the glimpses gained were more 
and more impressive as the train spent more and more time in tunnels 
as the gorge sides towered up from the river for hundreds of feet. 

We never saw anything that looked unpaddleable but we did not 
see much of the river. The train spent 70% of its time in tunnels. 

We were met at Telle Zange by Mr. Bouzaghi who took us under his 
wing and led us out of the crowds of onlookers to his house for tea and 
our games of charades continued. Later we were fed chicken and chips 
which we ate in the company of Bouzaghi's brother and friends - the 
arm of an unseen mother or daughter appearing at the door from time 
to time to pass plates of food. 
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Then we went down to the 
police station and showed our 
passports and continued the game 
of sign language. And then to bed. 
It had been a long day. 

Trying to explain to people what 
you are doing when you have no 
common language and they have 
no idea of what you are therfore 
doing is tiring. 2am rolled around 
and we are awakened by Mr. 
Bouzaghi and taken back down to 
the police station where the big cheese policeman has arrived. Well I 
assumed he was the big cheese but he was not in uniform. More 
charades took place before we were sent back to the house. We were 
the first tourists ever to visit this village and probably the first 
Europeans to pass by since the railway line was improved during the 
Second World War by the British Army. 

All the railway steel is stamped with B.S.C. Workington which led to 
my doing some more research on my return to England. I assumed it 
was constructed by Anglo Iranian Oil but it transpired that it was built to 
get supplies from the gulf to the Russian front in World War II. The 
Imperial War Museum in London has a great film (complete with a 
marvellously patronising Pathe News style commentary) about its 
construction entitled 'Via Persia'. People wanted to see us for curiosity 
rather than custodial reasons. 

6am was the time to get up to catch the 7am. train. It was a 
chance to scout the river again, this time with a more rational frame of 
mind and less in awe of the scenery. We made mental notes of how far 
below the railway line the river was each time we entered and exited a 
tunnel. There were no real discrepancies but the conductors, our best 

friends by now, took great pride in 
telling us the tunnels' lengths, the 
longest being 2.5 kms from end to 
end, and sometimes the gap 
between tunnels passed in a couple 
of seconds giving your eyes just 
time to register the change of light 
before being dashed back into the 
darkness of the next tunnel. 
Often it was for some distance that 
the river was out of view and the 
gradient could easily be in one 

drop! Despite this, Bob and I decided that it was 'on'; all we had to do 
was convince the others. Talking Guy into it was no problem but Rob, 
nursing a shoulder he had dislocated five months earlier, thought the 
information a little too sketchy, our view a little too distant, and the 
river a little too remote to risk his recovering shoulder. 

So plans were made and the three of us, Bob, Guy and I, loaded 
up our H2zones with food and equipment for two days' paddling. We 
hoped to make it to Sepid Dasht, where we assumed we would be able 
to re-supply, in a day - but you never can tell. Meanwhile Jan, Jose, 
and Rob were to drive the vehicles back to Dorud and then around on 
the main roads to Sepid Dasht to meet us. We had been assured that 
the road into Sepid Dasht was good. 

The river down to Sepid Dasht was superb boulder garden rapids: 
maybe a little short of water to be at its best but for a first descent this 
did not bother me. Most of the river was read and run and we pushed 
on down the river being greeted and swamped by swimming kids as we 
passed the few villages. 

The children, on discovering we were from 'Inglistan' erupted in a 
tumult of David Beckham and Manchester United screeches. One 
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particular rapid led to Guy 
remarking that the slot would 
be "wider when you got down 
to it". Maybe so, but the tree 
stuck in it narrowed things. 
Technically it was not a swim 
but. .. A couple more portages 
and we arrived in Sepid Dasht 
after a long day. We had been 
in our boats for eight hours 
and also we were not 
acclimatised. Acclimatisation 
to the heat not to the altitude 
is what I am talking about. The 
river is on the same latitude as 
Damascus and by May it was 
getting hot; you had to put 
your shoes on to scout rapids 
or you burnt your feet! 

We were tired and all we 
wanted to do was make camp, 
brew up, cook, eat and then 
sleep. Whether the support 
crew arrived or not was 
irrelevant. This never was 
going to happen. We were big 
news and soon we had a 
sizeable and ever-increasing 
gathering of friendly locals. 
Soon after we had boiled a 
kettle, the support crew 

arrived dragging more curious 
onlookers in their wake. 

Camp, such as it was, was 
established. Then the local 
English teacher arrived, offering 
us a place to stay in his school. 
We declined really because we 
were too tired to pack up 
everything. When we awoke the 
next morning we discovered that 
two of the H2s had been stolen. 
The boats were soon found but 
all the gear inside them had 
been nicked. Soon it transpired 
that that was not all. A couple of 
saucepans, a camp chair, stills 
cameras and two video cameras 
had been taken. Paddling that 
day was postponed as we 
reported the incident to the 
police. The usual suspects were 
rounded up and the English 
teacher was offering bribes of 
exam passes to his students for 
information leading to the arrest 
of the thieves. Prevarication and 
procrastination followed. The 
police, for reasons which could 
be classed as either laziness or 
embarrassment, refused to give 
us the required documentary 
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acknowledgement of the 
theft for insurance claims; 
they claimed to be following 
up leads and continuing 
their inquiries so the case 
was not closed. 

There was a definite 
feeling of shame in the town 
over the theft - I pity the 
thieves if they are ever 
caught. Guy, Bob and myself 
managed to cobble together 
three sets of paddling gear 
from spare gear and Rob 
and Jan's gear and we 
loaded up with food and gear for a further three days' paddling. 

Snowcard Insurance would pay up and the gear could be replaced 
by Palm. We had spare stills cameras but the loss of video cameras 
was irksome as the footage shot already and what Bob and I had seen 
of the river downstream had the makings of a great film account of a 
remarkable trip. Not to worry. If the reason for doing the trip is to make 

'Guy remarked that our decision 
to clear the river "on" was 

somewhat brave ... ' 
a film then your priorities are in the wrong order. 

We set off down the river. More boulder gardens with more water, 
since a fairly good sized tributary had joined the Dez at Sepid Dasht. 
This was fun paddling and should be done at a more leisurely pace but 
the trouble with exploratories when you have absolutely no idea what is 
downstream is that your mind jumps from "we should stay here all day 
and camp here" to "it will be better downstream" to "better leave time 
spare in case it is not all plain sailing". 

When I first ran the Coruh we paddled the stretch from lspir to 
Artvin in four days. Nowadays when I run trips this stretch takes eight 
days and we do not even reach Artvin. Ok, so boats have got shorter 

· and slower and playing has become the important thing but you get my 
point, I am sure ... 

Bob found a wondrous wave. He was even getting splitwheels on it 
in a loaded H2Zone. I even managed half a flat spin. But we hardly 
stopped. When you are on a mission, you are, well, on a mission! 

The boulder garden rapids died out as the valley side steepened 
and turned into crazed twisted rock walls. This is geology at its most 
mentally mixed up. Dramatic synclines and anti-synclines lurch towards 
their axes. Fault lines schizophrenically split the strata. Slabs of 
smoothed rock rise in a straight from the river. 

Climbing out of the gorge was dismissed as impossible - even if 
you could make it up the wall you were never going to be able to carry 
enough water to walk out. The train was in the tunnels. We tiptoed into 
the canyon carefully watching the eddies on the bends, checking to see 
if by eddy-hopping we could make our way back upstream to a get-out 
point. At one stage I remarked to Bob and Guy that this was worrying; 
here I was paddling into a gorge that had never been run before (as far 
as we knew), in a boat I had never paddled before, using paddles I had 
never used before with a different feather to what I was used. 

Suffice to say the H2Zones were great load-carrying boats and 
never did anything unpredictable and 60 degree Werners are "just 
dandy" as Whit would say. It amazed me how quickly I adapted to the 
25 degree shift and the Palm decks rock - hardly a drop entered my 
boat. Soon, however, we passed the point of no return and committed 
ourselves to running the river to the end. 

Any incidental worries of equipment disappeared, as it should with 
good equipment. Choosing campsites became an art. You wanted to be 
on the left bank to get the last rays of the sun in the evening to dry kit 

but more importantly to have the 
longest time in the shade in the 
morning. The two camps we found 
were superb - and we fell asleep 
with the dramatic canyon as our 
bedroom walls. 
By the third day down from Sepid 
Dasht we were running out of 
everything: food, film and 
superlatives. Once I was broken 
out in an eddy halfway down a 
small rapid, watching Guy come 

down, when this small head appeared by my kayak. Bob on the other 
side of the river thought I was being incredibly brave as I broke out and 
drifted alongside this large-headed snake down the rapid. Only when 
we met up at the bottom was I able to tell him it was an otter and not a 
snake and I had the fun of drifting down the eddy line watching it dive 
and chase fish. 

Later we paddled under a broken bridge we found out had been 
damaged by high water; it was a good 15 metres above the water - a 
sobering thought. 

On round the corners and we arrived at our get-out marker; the last 
railway bridge over the river. This bridge was bombed by Sadaam 
Hussain during the Iran-Iraq war. The railway line was a major supply 
route to the battlefront and the bridge's destruction delayed the 
eventual defeat of Iraq by three years. Bob, Guy and I climbed out of 
the river and made our way up to Telle Zange. Mr Bouzaghi was away 
but the local policeman let us sleep in the police yard and one of his 
friends fed us. Another evening of charades was punctuated by hilarity 
as Guy showed off the many and wondrous souvenirs of his travels: 
rings on his toes produced a giggle, a bracelet in the form of a silver 
snake around his ankle resulted in a laugh, but his pierced nipple with 
a ring through it had the policeman unable to move for a good 15 
minutes as he collapsed on the floor in agonised laughter. Guy, our 
cultural attache, had just confirmed all their prejudices about our 
strange western world. 

The following morning it was back by train to Sepid Dasht to share our 
grins with Rob, Jan and Jose. On the way back Guy remarked to Bob and 
me that our decision to declare the river "on" was somewhat brave when 
he saw how much we had seen or really not seen of the river! 

On returning to Britain we discovered that a couple of Italians had 
paddled on the river putting-on at Dorud but where they took-out we do 
not know. Certainly, the locals at Sepid Dasht and Telle Zange had not 
seen any other kayak paddlers but they may have been keeping a 
much lower profile than we did. 

Returning to Sepid Dasht we finally managed to get a statement 
from the police for Snowcard Insurance. To get this, however, we had to 
agree that we had lost the equipment on the river rather than that we 
had had it stolen. So we lost lifejackets, helmets, paddle jackets, 
amongst the cameras etc. whilst paddling the river! It was a measure 
of the sense of shame the locals felt over the theft. 

We drove out of Sepid Dasht, winding our way up the south side of 
the Dez valley, heading for Isfahan - a spectacular drive climbing over a 
3,600 metre pass. Nomads herding their goats and sheep living in 
black woollen tents on the mountain sides stared at us with the same 
look of wonder as we ogled at them. A group of carpet sellers buying 
carpets from the nomads we met on the roadside invited us to their 
house and Guy bought a couple of stinking saddle bags from them, 
which was nearly as good as buying directly from the nomads. 

Then on to Isfahan, the second time for me, and time to be tourists 
· rather than 'bold explorers'. It's an amazing town and any visit to Iran 
must include a visit to there. Many years ago Isfahan gained that "Isfahan 
is halt the world" tag and once you visit the place you can see why. 

There have been changes both in Isfahan and the world since the 
phrase was coined but the sentiment still rings true. 

The main square, built big enough to allow polo matches to be 
played within its confines, now has Iranian tourists promenading 
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around the lakes and fountains that have replaced the polo pitch or 
taking rides in horse-drawn carriages. 

The sides are made by parades of shops, with two mosques and a 
palace in the centre of three of the sides. These shops are arranged in 
groups, as is normal in eastern towns, so as you walk around the 
outside of the quadrangle you move from the noise and smoke of the 
copper beaters bashing sheets of copper into trays, bowls and the like, 
tinning some of them to be etched later, to the shops selling chess sets 
and other trinkets, then to the shops selling miniatures where the 
owner briefly looks up from his desk and then returns to painting the 
next miniature: another scene of polo players in the square and onto 
the carpet shops where endless cups of tea arrive as endless rolls of 
carpet unfurl in front of us tourists feigning indifference. 

Set amongst the parade of shops are the palaces and mosques. 
The mosques are fantabulous, the most incredible edifices, the most 
amazing architecture, they have most beautiful tiles, the most perfect 

acoustics, every corner you turn produces another 'wow!'. 
Then off the bottom end of the square the bazaar disappears into 

labyrinthine alleyways of Eastern promise and an air of dangerous 
disreputability. You could spend hours here wandering the alleys, poking 
your nose into the little courtyards, stopping for tea and a hookah or a 
haggle over something that catches your eye. 

Here you can find herbs and spices, ancient and overpriced bric-a 
brac to haggle over, old items to be snatched up as bargains, locuum 
and sherbet, hookah pipes and apple tobacco, watches and glasses, 
tea houses, knives and nutcrackers, bowls and plates, towels and 
blankets, thing-a-me-bobs and whotsits and all manner of items which 
I have no idea what they are or what their use is, but Guy bought them 
anyway. Wandering around the bazaar with Guy is like the scene in 
Citizen Kane when Kane is shopping for Xanadu! 

Go and see "crazy beautiful" Isfahan yourself, I cannot describe it 
adequately! And there's all that great canoeing too. 



32 Y O U T H T M O R E A C T I V I T Y 

Duke of 
Edinburgh 

Awards 
The BCU Cadet 

Leader Award has been 
officially accepted for 
the Service Section of 
the award. This would 

ideally suit bronze or 
silver candidates 

dependent on their 
experience level. 

First cadet leader receives award 
Carol Hawkins, our first cadet leader, received special recognition for her achievement at the recent 
International Canoe Exhibition at the NEC. Supported by her coach - Mike Twitchen - family , friends and 
club members, Carol received a BCU Award of Merit which was presented by our Olympic medalists - Paul 
Ratcliff and Tim Brabants. Tim and Paul also delighted many young paddlers (and not so young alike) by 
signing autographs, sharing their experiences and displaying their medals! Not every day you get to see an 
Olympic medal!! 

Paddlepower 
workshops 

First Paddlepower 
Black Award 

The following dates are booked for Paddlepower 
workshops this spring - if you are interested please 
contact the organiser listed. Further workshops can 
be arranged on request by contacting your local 
Paddlesport Development Officer (phone numbers in 
the BCU year book). 

29th April 
10am-1pm Upton Warren, Bromsgrove 
Phil Hadley 01384 633 984 
April/May tbc 
Tonbridge CC, Kent 
Paul Newman 01634 232 874 
April tbc 
Cambridge CC 
Brian Stanbridge 01234 403 933 
Maytbc 
Hillingdon OAC 
Gordon Walling 020 8979 4990 

Rebecca Parker is the first young person to achieve the 
Paddlepower Black Award. Rebecca, who is a member of 
Nottingham Kayak Club, started the Paddlepower Two 
Challenge in March 1998 and completed the challenges at 
the end of last year. During that period Rebecca has 
progressed her paddling and hopes soon to make the junior 
development squad for racing and one day the British 
team. To mark her special achievement Tim Brabants our 
sprint Olympic bronze medalist will be presenting Rebecca 
with a special achievement award. 
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Youngest yet !! 
2001 got off to a good start with almost 100 young people 
taking part in the BCU Youth Regional Slalom 
Championships staged at Crystal Palace recently. 

A very high standard of Slalom skills were demonstrated 
across all age groups, with keenly contested times in the top 
placings. Alongside the main event, the BCU ran a Diamond 
Slalom Challenge event in which many young paddlers 
gained their first awards and seven paddlers achieved their 
Gold Award. Outstanding was six-year old Mallory Franklin 
from Windsor CC who achieved the Blue award in the 
Diamond Slalom and also came 5th in the Under 12 Girls 
event - is she the youngest to receive this award? 

Results as follows: 
U12 Girls 
1st Sarah Green 
2nd Chloe Hunter 

Purley 
Addlestone 

3rd Zachary Franklin Windsor 
Under 12 Boys 
1st Jason Webster Ealing 
2nd Mikey Pritchett Canalside 
3rd Sam Hayes Chiswick 
U15 Girls 
1st Stacey Law Hymac/Edm 
2nd Annette Green Purley 
3rd Rohan Battison Reading 
Under 15 Boys 
1st Matthew Adams Hymac/Edm 
2nd Luke Banks Waveriders 
3rd James Mugford Addlestone 
U18 Girls 
1st Elizabeth Clamp Waveriders 
2nd Kellymarie Reed Royal V.Docks 
3rd Abbi Law Hymac/Edmonton 
Under 18 Boys 
1st Charlie Power Islington 
2nd David Rushton Addlestone 
3rd Chris Mcabe Islington 

Medal winners will also be given the opportunity of 
specialist coaching and entry to the River Loddon Slalom in 
May. Many thanks to all our helpers and supporters for this 
event. Last year Dulwich Prep School made the gates for 
the Diamond Slalom - this year Thames Young Mariners 
produced all the gates for the main event. TYM and 
Addlestone CC also provided equipment for the day. Finally, 
and most importantly, thanks to Milenium Awards for All for 
funding the event. 
Gordon Walling - PDO London 

Mallory Franklin 

The British Canoe Union presents: 

BRITISH 
CANOI 
UNION -- 

Luke Banks 

" Snti•h Cam< Unoon Promotion, 
Jolv, Ouddcndge House. Adbolton uinc, 
West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 5AS 

Telephone: 0115 982 1100 
Fox: 0115 982 1797 
Emoil:inf~.org.uk. 



PAPER TRAIL 
Peter Bisset paddles the Blue Nile's source in 
a traditional papyrus kayak 

Any canoeist travelling to Ethiopia should not miss a chance to 
paddle the traditional papyrus kayaks of Lake Tana. Many organised 

tours spend some time in Bahar Dar, on the southern shore of the lake, 
to visit the Tississat falls on the Blue Nile and the ancient monasteries. 

This is the ideal place to buy or hire a sit-on-top kayak built of 
bundles of papyrus reeds. A brand new single can be bought for £2.50 
while a sleek double, complete with two 
paddles, will set you back all of £10. 
Alternatively, they can be hired for a few 
pence a day. 

It is worth seeking out special 
paddles, with a bamboo loom, finely 
carved blades and your feather angle of 
choice. 

The usual ones, built for durability, 
are made of hardwood and are 
consequently heavy to lift, let alone to 
paddle. They are also balanced so that 

the blades fall naturally at the right angle when the loom is held loosely 
- and this takes a little getting used to. 

Depending on your weight and the thickness of the reed bundles, 
the water line can rise above the bottom of the boat, but extra bundles 
can be added to compensate. Adjustable lines from the bow and stern 
fine-tune the boat's shape and rocker. 

Although vast, the lake does not generate large waves. An open 
water crossing out of sight of land would be possible with a compass 
and rough estimate of leeway. However, more interesting, and 
comfortably close to Bahar Dark, is the source of the Blue Nile, where 
the lake narrows and suddenly starts flowing. 

This area is thronged with canoes, the boatsmen ekking a living by 
either fishing or transporting charcoal, and weedy inlets teem with bird 
life. Pelicans, looming twice the size of swans, approach closely on the 
lookout for fish. 

Reaching the nearest island 
monasteries involves an open-water 
crossing of 3-4 miles. 

An early start will make good use of 
the lake's sea breeze, which is light or 
offshore in the morning but reaches 
force 2-3 onshore by midday. 

The lake's altitude of 1,830 metres 
(6,004 ft) means that, despite the 
tropical latitude, a fleece jacket is 
extremely useful in the early morning 
and towards dusk. 
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Paddlesport review 
Providing pathways to paddler 
performance whatever the paddler 
requirements/interests might be 

Throughout the period of the BCU's next development 
plan, 2001-2005, the BCU has committed to a review of 
paddlesport and the coaching structures required to 
support its ongoing development. 

The review will be based on well-founded academic and 
scientific research. The review will focus on the motivations 
of paddlers, discipline interests, member/non-member 
motivations, physiological and psychological sporting 
performance, coach behaviour, the effects of demographics 
/environment/climate etc on paddler development and 
performance 

The review will consider a more generic approach to the 
provision of coaching modules offered to coaches at each 
of the five levels within our current awards structure 

The focus of the review should be to consider a more 
integrated (competition/recreation) approach to the 
training,delivery and administration of all coaching awards. 

The full process of the review/outcome/implementation 
will be time-phased over a four or five year period, with at 
least 12 months lead-in time prior to going live with any 
changes. 

Information collated will also provide robust 
participation figures and support future access and 
facilities, debate and development. 

The review will be based on full consultation at each 
and every stage of the process at all levels, all members, 
coaches in the field, national committee, discipline 
committee etc involved. 

Coming soon! Your chance to win a 
new kayak or canoe ... 
... and influence the development of 
paddlesport throughout the 21st 
Century. 
Watch out for your direct mailing so that you can 
contribute to a review of paddlesport provision, future 
policy and development. Whether you paddle just 
once a year or every day of the week, whether you 
kayak or canoe, are leisure or general recreation in 
motivation, ardent white water paddler or 
competition-driven, your sport needs your contribution 
right now. 

Contact 0115 9821100 and ask for Paddlesport Review 

When your questionaire arrives ... Don't bin it ... Win 
with it! 

Questionaires, interviews and focus groups will all be 
part of the review process. 

The Paddlesport Review will provide you with an 
opportunity to comment on and contribute to the future of 
our sport. Watch out for your own individual mailing and 
event opportunities to be involved. 

The Geoff Good Coach of the Year Award 2000 
Congratulations to year 2000 winners 
There are approximately 12,000 BCU Coaches who 
regularly engage in coaching activity at various levels. Many 
of those involved are volunteers working in local clubs and 
communities. Effective coaching is essential for the 
development of individual and team performance progress 
in sport. It is important to recognise and honour the efforts 
and achievements of all coaches on a regular basis. 

The Geoff Good Coach of the Year Award is a first step 
towards this. The awards and event will raise the· profile of 
coaching and the work of coaches and in so doing will 
honour the memory and work of Geoff Good BCU Director 
Of Coaching 1970 -1999. The Award is co-ordinated by the 
BCU Coaching Service, the awarding body of the BCU. 

Award Categories 
There are three awards of equal status in the categories as 
detailed below: 

JUNIOR COACH OF THE YEAR 
SENIOR COACH OF THE YEAR 
VOLUNTARY SERVICES TO COACHING 

Junior Coach of the year - for those coaches working 
at various levels and abilities but with young people under 
the age of 16 in any form. 

Senior Coach of the year - for those coaches working 
with adults, either female or male at any level from 
recreational to county. 

Voluntary Services to Paddlesport - for those people 
involved in coaching development, contributing to the wider 
advancement of coaching knowledge and BCU coaching 
awards and/ or for those offering regular commitment to 
coaching activities in clubs. 

Nominations now being accepted for 2001 
Further details: 
For nomination forms contact; 
BCU UK Director Of Coaching, British Canoe Union, 
Adbolton Lane, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 SAS. 

Year2000 
winners 
JUNIOR COACH 
OF THE YEAR 
Don Raspin 

SENIOR COACH 
OF THE YEAR 
Franco Ferrero 

VOLUNTARY 
SERVICES TO 
COACHING 
Bob Burnham 



MORE ACTIVITY 

LETTERS 
Your chance to put forward your point of view 

Want a share? 
I have built a coastal rowing boat, which is currently in 
storage near 0ban, on the west coast of Scotland. 

It is of modern construction and design and similar to a 
large kayak. Some seven metres long and 1.2 metres wide, 
the craft has a draught of about 15 cm. 

It is designed for a crew of three, comprising two rowers 
- or skullers - to be more accurate - and a tillerperson/ 
navigator and is ideal for long camping trips. 

Now I would like to form a group of interested people 
who would like to use the boat. 
Alan Read 
Tel: 01483 224495 or 
e-mail: alan_read@hotmail.com 

Hard headed advice 
If you've got an old style Protec helmet, with aluminium 
rivets holding on the chin-strap, my advice is for you to 
throw it away. 

The chinstrap on my helmet fell off because the 
aluminium rivet had corroded right through. 

Fortunately this was at home, not while I was 
(temporarily) upside down on Town Falls on the January 
Dee tour. 

Prior to this there was no visible damage to the helmet. 
I'd had the helmet for more than five years, and the 

shell was perfectly ok and had not received any heavy 
blows. 

Jake Brandman from Protec said they'd recognised the 
need for stainless steel rivets "a couple of years ago", so 
current Protec helmets are ok. 
Bob Willis 
Birmingham 

Email: letters@canoefocus.co.uk 
Or send to Roger St. Pierre. Editor Canoe Focus 
Beauval Road, Dulwich, London SE22 SUQ 

Head case 
I was very pleased to receive the latest copy of Canoe 
Focus but I was rather surprised to see the photo on the 
front page. 

It gives an impression to readers that kayaking in fast 
moving water without the need to wear a helmet is 
endorsed by the BCU. 

When I first saw the picture I thought it was taken on a 
river, only when I saw the picture again inside the magazine 
did I realise that it was actually a surfing picture. Even then, 
I would like to see the BCU promoting the view that 
helmets are worn. 
Matt Joutsikoski 

Snow go 
Enthusiasts planning to paddle the rivers of the southern 
French Alps this season might appreciate the following 
advice I picked up during a recent visit. 

Having experienced their best winter sports season in 
years, the mountains of the Ecrin and Queyras are now 
holding a lot of deep snow on their glaciers, which will keep 
it cold until well into summer. 

As a result there should be plenty of melt water running 
in the rivers come late May or early June, promising lots of 
fun for paddlers. 

Quality water should continue through to July while the 
lower sections of such rivers as the Durance, Guil and 
Ubaye should still have some reasonable water through into 
August and rivers with glacial run-off, such as the Gyr, 
Romanche, Veneon and Bonn, will keep running until the 
end of August if evenings stay warm. 
Stuart, 
Canoe Control 
Canoe Control runs courses and holidays in 
southern France. Check out their web-site at: 
www.canoecontrol.com. 

SCOTTISH PADDLER SUPPLIES 
3 Whiterigg, Dunning Glen, Dollar, FK14 ?LB, SCOTLAND Phone 01259 781 491 Fax 01259 781 620 Web site: www.kayak.co.uk Email : sps@globalnet.co.uk 

SEA KAYAK & FOLDING BOAT SPECIALISTS 
FEATHERCRAFT, FOLBOT & KLEPPER folding kayaks & ALLY folding canoes 
P & H, NORTHSHORE, PERCEPTION, PYRANHA, NDK, OLD TOWN & MOBILE ADVENTURE KAYAKS AND CANOES 

32 PAGE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND PRICE LIST ON REQUEST 
The U. K's leading specialist mail order supplier of kayaks, canoes and equipment, delivered to your door. 

A - Z. From Ace Kayaks and Admiralty charts TO Z-rest sleeping mats and Zippo lighters 
U. K. and international distributers of the KA YAK CARRIER SYSTEMS range of 

Kayak & Canoe Cradles, Dual Purpose Trolley/ Car Loaders, Easyloaders, Straps and Portage Slings 
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British Canoe Union 
Freestyle Committee 
Note this release has been 
ammended on the 5th March 2001 
Due to the out break of Foot and 
Mouth and the BCU's subsequent 
action, the Freestyle Committee is 
faced with reconciling the situation 
and formulating a plan to select a 
national team for the World 
Championships in Spain from the 25th 
June to the 1st July 2001. 

Following a meeting held on the 2nd March 2001 the 
committee has agreed to take a stepped approach 
whereby; if one action fails the next step can be enacted 
easily. To keep paddlers informed of this issue, the 
Freestyle web site will be updated with any new information 
every week, and will remain the chief source of contact on 
this matter, please book mark (Ctrl D) 
http://www.ukfreestyle@westhost.eo.uk/ 

Primary Response 
• The committee still intends to hold two selection events 

by the end of May 2001 in the UK. 
• To allow the maximum time to achieve this the 

committee will defer any selection procedure decision 
until 18th April 2001 at the latest, however 
competitors should check the website weekly as 
selection events will be held AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

• Competitors will be required to register for selection 
(there will be no fee payable for registration) by 24th 
March 01 using email or in writing to: - 

Freestyle Registration 
Austen Floyd, 3 Castelo Grove, Pickering, North Yorkshire 
Y018 ?JU Email: austen@a-f-farm-services.freeserve.co.uk 
• Wild cards will be included. Registration for wildcards 

will need to be before the first competition (wildcard 
policy and address for registration later in this release). 

Secondary Response 
The secondary response is based on the current situation 
not changing by 18th April 2001. Running in order, should 
one method fail, the next option is attempted. 
• A single disinfected (vehicle and canoeing kit 

disinfection point out side site) event to be held at 
Nottingham. Wildc?rds are still applicable. 

• Select at the Spanjsh Eurocup 8/9/10 June 
2001.Wildcards are still applicable. 

• Select by a panel using previous notable results in 
major competitions. Wildcards are not applicable. 

• Worse case scenario where team cannot get to Spain 
because UK is quarantined. Select by panel team from 
available paddlers in Spain. 

Application Criteria for Wildcard Places 
Wildcards. 
The committee will offer the opportunity for Wildcard 
application. A wildcard panel made up of five elected 
officers will make selection of the wildcards. Every effort will 
be made to ensure there is the minimum conflict of 
interest, but applicants should be aware of the difficulties 
incurred by the wildcard panel. Person's competing in the 
selection event should not make Wildcard applications, as 
these will be discarded. 

Decisions made by this panel are final and binding. 
The application should contain the following 

information: - 
1. The circumstances behind the non-attendance at the 

single selection. 
2. A. minimum of two references stating the paddler's 

current ability and validating the circumstances behind 
the non-attendance. 

3. A statement of the applicant's competition results over 
the last two years 

4. A brief summary of the preparation undertaken by the 
applicant over the last three months. 

5. If wildcard application is made on the basis of illness, 
the application must be accompanied by a 'doctors 
certificate', stating that the applicant is unable to make 
the selection event due to illness and that they will be 
fit by 25th June 2001. 

Wildcard Applications should be sent to: - 
Freestyle Wildcard Application 
Roy Simpson, 177 Westbury Lane, Newport Pagnell MK16 
Email: mailto:roysimpson@volkswagen.co.uk 

Wildcard Allocation 
There will be a maximum number 
of wildcards per class. The 
wildcard selection panel may or 
may not use the full quota. 
Men's Kl 

Possible 3 wildcards 
Women's Kl 

Possible 2 wildcards 
Junior Mkl 

Possible 3 wildcards 
Junior LKl 

Possible 2 wildcards 
All other classes 

Possible 1 wildcard per 
category 
PLEASE NOTE THESE ARE 

EXTRAORDINARY MEASURES 
TAKEN TO ESTABLISH A TEAM 
FOR THE FORTHCOMING 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS. 
THEY DO NOT NECCESARILY 
FOLLOW NORMAL FREESTYLE 
COMMITTEE POLICY. 

Cl-leek OlAt- t-l-le 
"'.AVe\\t-l.\YeS o.P E.A.Ay 

i\\ t-l-le \\ew 
y.,,,k c.,,,t-.,,,loBlAe OY 

P012 1AQ • United Kingdom 

Tel: +44 (0) 23 9252 8621 
Fax: +44 (0) 23 9251 0905 

email: info@yak-paddling.com 

www.yak-paddling.com 
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FEATURE 

WYE DO IT? 
Early retirement and the desire to spend a 
holiday with hls son Mark, led Richard Watson 
to fulfil a long-standing ambition 

This is not an account of a hair-raising trip, 
dicing with death round every bend in the 
river. It tells of a simple four-day journey 
along the peaceful River Wye last September, 
involving just a man and his son, and outlines 
a workable itinerary which may be of use to 
other relative novices, or for those for whom 
an easy pace has more appeal than does a 
mass of white-knuckle challenges 

As with most things in my life, I've been a canoeist in spirit more than 
in deed. I only had the occasional outing, never joined a club, and so 

never really learnt that much about its intricacies. 
As a result, and due to the fact that as a young teenager I once read 

something that seemed to imply the River Wye was a whitewater river, I 
put tackling that particular stretch of water as being in the category of 'out 
of my league' and never really thought anymore about it. 

I bought a copy of 'The Canoeists' Guide To The River Wye', which still 
didn't rid me of my firmly based notion that this river, which for much of its 
length separates England and Wales, was outside my experience - even 
though when I was 16 I'd paddled the sea in my home-built canvas 
covered PBK15 (are you old enough to remember such boats?) 

Then an acquaintance told me that the Wye was, in fact, no big deal, 
so I started to consider it as a trip I could make if I could find someone 
suitable to join me. 

My son Mark, had previously given me Wainwright's 'Coast to Coast' 
walking guide and sort of suggested we could spend a couple of weeks 
tackling that challenge (no, not with a canoe!). I had been a bit unsure 
about such a venture and had not pursued it but suddenly the idea 
dawned on me of asking Mark if he fancied the river Wye as an 
alternative. That was back at the end of 1999 and I kept telling myself I'd 
better start looking into the practical details if we were ever going to do it. 

I talked initially with the access officer, John Westlake, who turned out to 
be an extremely helpful guy and gave me all sorts of extra bits of information, 
all wrapped up in a package which he posted me at his expense. He was so 
obliging that I troubled him a number of times before the trip, to check on odd 
details like long term car parking, river levels and so on. 

Once I started looking at the details, I soon discovered that, because 

of the sensitive nature of access, the problem with organising such a trip 
is the necessity of planning exactly where to stop each night so as to 
avoid any risk of upsetting landowners or fishing interests. Thus we 
couldn't just start paddling and stop when we'd had enough. 

I got a figure of 2mph for the average river current and reckoned if we 
couldn't paddle at 2mph then we shouldn't even be thinking about the 
trip. I thus arrived at a rate of 4mph. If I haven't overwhelmed you with 
the maths, I will go on to calculate that five hours a day total paddling 
time would therefore yield 20 miles a day. On this basis I set about 
locating campsites at roughly these intervals. 

For some of the stages this was a surprisingly tricky task until I 
discovered in a separate publication that there was a new site (only the 
one) at Ross-on-Wye. As advised, I contacted all the sites by phone to 
make sure they would be open and whether I would need to book. 

When I use the term 'site' I should point out that in some instances 
we are talking about a field and a water tap. As a bonus, some might also 
provide a Portaloo, though I should think that during August the term 'high 
season' might take on a whole new meaning! 

Still, I wouldn't dream of denigrating these basic facilities as were it 
not for the public-spirited attitude of these landowners, there would be 
too few sites to make the journey viable. One of these basic sites charged 
us the grand total of £3 for the two of us. Hardly a commercial enterprise 
- though to some extent the philosophy may be to provide a known facility 
rather than risk people just stopping anywhere and causing problems. 

Various prior engagements, work demands and so on were squared 
away to finally allow us to settle for the first week in September. My son 
and I freely admit to being fair-weather folk so I was wondering whether 
this might have been leaving it a bit late in the year. We had originally 
thought of June but I hadn't actually organised anything by then. 

Our original itinerary defined Tintern Abbey as the finishing point, so 
that was where we would need to leave Mark's car. The people we spoke 
to there were not terribly helpful or friendly, I have to say, but Mark was 
fortunate to find a very friendly houseowner in the vicinity who indicated a 
place he could leave his car free of charge and where it would not stick 
out like a sore thumb at nights when unattended for a few days. She 
added that she would be happy to keep an eye on it for the period. There 
are still some great people around! 

We didn't easily find the same situation at Hay-on-Wye so we drove 
two miles further upstream to the Hollybush Inn where we could camp, 
get an evening meal and leave my car for the duration. The parking cost 
was reasonable at a quid a day, so we felt fairly well set up before our 
start the following morning. 

We set off at around 8.30 on the Tuesday, under grey, threatening 
skies, and it dawned on me that, with the twists in the river, we now had 
an extra three or more miles to do that day in order to meet our schedule, 
Also, we had to stop at Hay to buy food for our first lunch stop - clearly I 
would have to keep a check on progress, particularly as we hadn't 
established how well we would cover the miles. 

We approached the first few rapids - perhaps, 'shallows" would be a 
better term - with slight apprehension. I guess it was nothing to do with 
getting thrown in or wet; more a concern about losing or soaking our gear 
- a bit like the prospect of having one's home flooded, I suppose. 

Of course we soon got to feel quite at ease with these tame hazards 
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and came to simply regard them as stretches where the boat moved at a 
slightly more decent speed. 

At 5pm that day we reached Mannington Falls - a name that sounds 
formidable - but in reality, at that time of year, is simply a straight narrow 
channel between rocks, where the water gets up a bit more speed and 
generates a few low standing waves. As suggested in the book, we walked 
along the bank to take a look, during which time I managed to fall over twice. 
I think Mark was probably beginning to have doubts about my abilities, 
though he tactfully blamed these slip-ups on my smooth-soled sandals. 

The encounter with the 'falls' passed off without even a hint of 
difficulty and had we not wanted to establish the night's campsite 
location, we might have tried to go back and have another go: backwards, 
sideways and upside down for a bit of variety. 

The problem with a river like the Wye in the 'dry' season is that it tends to 
be a long way below the surrounding land, so unless there's an obvious sign, 
it's not easy to tell when you've reached one of the more basic campsites. 

We had a map reference for Preston Court Farm but were thrown by 
the statement in the guidebook which said it was 100 yards below the 
falls. We were hesitant about going down the next lot of shallows in case 
the book was right, so I had to get out and scramble up through 
undergrowth to see if there was any sign of a site. There wasn't; in the 
event, at the specified map reference, I found a notice announcing the 
spot, so the reality is that the site is over half a mile below the falls. 
Actually getting to the farmhouse and negotiating the enthusiastic 
sheepdog on guard was another matter, and by the time we had the stuff 
unloaded to set up camp, another hour had passed. 

Symonds Yat: the high spots 
A quarter of an hour's walk that evening took us to the pub in Preston, 
where a very friendly landlord said we were just in time for food as he was 
off out in 20 minutes time, and would chicken and chips be ok? (don't 
bother asking for a menu - just be grateful if there's any food). The plates 
arrived with half a chicken each and overflowing with chips. 

A bread and marmalade sandwich washed down with a mug of Earl 
Grey was sufficient to see us on our way the next morning. 

I guess we were both anxious to know if we could just carry on for a 
second and subsequent days' paddling without too much trouble. After 
half an hour we were both back into the swing of it and feeling fairly 
reassured. I am constantly amazed at what the body will put up with, 
particularly at my age. 

Thursday lunch break went a bit wrong as I had planned to get food in 
Hoarwithy. It's not easy to establish from the O.S. map if there's a shop 
around. In this instance there wasn't, as we verified in the local pub, so 
we thought we'd break the habit and eat in the pub instead. It wasn't that 
simple - the poor landlord was short staffed, hung over from the night 
before and still cleaning out in readiness for opening. Also, he had nobody 
to prepare food and he told us his wife had died only weeks before and he 
hadn't yet decided what he was going to do for the future. He very kindly 
let us in anyway for beer, crisps and peanuts; all the essentials to make 
up the healthiest meal of the journey. 

Friday got us to the high spot of the trip - Symonds Yat rapids. We 
had a look and decided the worst hazard might be created by the few 
guys buzzing around in kayaks. This was the first and only time we donned 

the helmets we'd been lent and Mark used my emergency packing tape to 
strap his camcorder to his helmet. The results will depend on how he'd 
set the zoom control and whether he managed to keep his head pointing 
roughly in the right direction. I've yet to see. 

What turned out to be our last stop was not well heralded. We had to 
paddle up the river Monnow to the site at Monmouth. There was hardly 
any water at certain points and this was the only time we had to get out 
and drag the boat. That would have been no problem but for the fact that 
two enterprising young lads (about 11-years old, I'd guess) saw us as an 
easy target to practice their stone throwing. 

At first I thought they were harmlessly messing about till one of their 
missiles hit the boat and I realised it was for real. The stone was big 
enough to have caused injury had it hit either of us. I tried the 
constructive tactic of suggesting they might like to help us with the canoe 
but that served only as an invitation for them to get closer and more 
accurate. I thus had to resort to driving them away while Mark carried on 
dragging the boat. We then saw a natural weir of about 18 inch drop and 
seriously doubted whether we were in the right river as I'd been told on 
the phone that we could just paddle up to the site. We carried on and 
gained Monnow bridge with water deep enough to continue paddling the 
last stretch. The final welcome was in the form of the two lads waiting for 
us on the bridge from which they dropped handfuls of gravel into the boat. 

We were to have continued on for half a day to Tintern but having 
struggled to get the boat out of the water at the campsite and thought 
about the unknown landing in the tidal stretch the next day, we decided to 
quit while we were winning. Mark had to use a bus the next day to retrieve 
his car and the process of then driving back to Hay to recover mine took 
longer than we'd reckoned so the early conclusion to the trip turned out to 
be a wise decision. 

All things considered, we both agreed we had enjoyed the experience. 
True, there were the boring stretches, largely because of the grey skies, 
and there had been times when battling against the wind had been quite 
a graft but we had had enjoyed four days of peace and tranquillity and 
fresh air, away from the usual hubbub of society. 

We had elected to camp along the way and fortunately there are just 
about enough places next to the river to enable this. I don't know how easy it 
would be to find B & B places; they obviously exist but how close they are to 
the river and what security issues might arise would need to be considered. 

Although I had bought the relevant O.S. maps, I downloaded the river 
sections from the internet, printed them out and glued them together to 
make a strip map for each day. I used different highlighters to mark 
hazards and landing points as described in the guidebook, and also the 
locations of the selected campsites. I then folded each strip to fit into a 
clear plastic pocket. This proved to be very useful. The guidebook is fine 
but the maps in it do not keep the same compass orientation and don't 
show all the extra bits you can see on an O.S. map. 

So, it was an enjoyable overall experience. Particularly gratifying was 
the friendliness of the fishermen and landowners we met. Once, when we 
got stuck trying to avoid one fisherman, he was sorry he hadn't seen us 
coming, as he would have directed us through the deeper channel which 
was just where he was fishing! I like to think we had the right attitude and 
were suitably sensitive to their wishes. We certainly didn't have any 
problems on either score. 
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Please forward all Members Classified adverts 
direct to the BCU office in Nottingham 
Members ads are free 0115 9821100 

FOR SALE 
Acrobat 270 Black £200. Tel: 01634 388016 ore 
mail: MickHorton@aol.com 01634 388016. 
Gillingham, Kent. 
Acrobat 270. Turquoise multi-art, full WW spec. 
Well loved, used but not 
abused £200 ono. Tel: Helen on 07779322160. 
Acrobat 275, orange. Hardly used. Fairly good 
condition £250 ono. Tel: Elaine on 0776 500 3791. 
Attak Sport, orange £200. Tel: 01634 388016, or 
e-mail: MickHorton@aol.com. Gillingham, Kent. 
Books, Rivers Publishing, specialist publishers 
of international rafting and kayaking guide books. 
125 Hook Rise South, Surbiton, Surrey KT6 7NA. 
Tel: 020 8391 0299, fax: 020 8391 5114. 
Calypso single sea kayak, as new- immaculate 
condition, hatches, skeg, compass, fully fitted 
£825. Tel: David on 01207 562884. Newcastle. 
Camping kit, unused. MSR multi-fuel stove plus 
spares and fuel bottle, cost £120, only £75. MSR 
stainless pans, 1.6 litre £13, 1.1 litre £10. Trangia 
£25. Ferino sleeping bag £25. Thorb sox £25. 
Vango Odyssey rucksac, 35 litre £35. Ortleib 
water/clothing bag, 10 litre £10. Ortleib 
waterproof sac, 15 litre £12, 12 litre fl 0. All 
unused, sale due to illness. Tel: David on 01253 
852832 (evenings). Fleetwood, Lanes. 
Capella sea kayak, versatile boat, all usual 
features, with an extra set of hatch covers and a 
new neoprene spray deck. £495 For sale due to 
impending house move - and the sad realisation 
that nobody needs all the boats that I've got. Also 
who wants a racing ski ? good condition £50. 
Coleman 15 canoe· indestructible(ish) £300. 
Kirton Scimitar Kl suit exe Descent £30. Tel: 01202 
631186 or 07949423727 
Nigeltuffley@hotrnail.com. 
Combat Dart, extra high volume, for a paddler of 
6 ft plus, weighing around 16 stone/ 110 Kg, 
good Condition £350. Tel: Grunt on 01295 273193 
or e-mail: rn_a _punter@hotrnail.com. Banbury, 
Oxon. 
Corsica S, old school boat, purple, in good 
condition £200 ono. Tel: Mark on 0771 943 0696. 
London area. 
Crewsaver dry suit and inner, large, excellent 
condition £100 ono. Tel: Robert on 01673 861904. 
Lincoln area. 
Dagger Freefall, full WW spec, garage stored 
£200. Tel: David on 01922 497 975. 
Dagger Infrared, been used as a second boat, so 
hardly used. Need to generate cash, so yours for a 
bargain £400. Tel: Rich, on 07977 290253, 
weekends and evenings. 
Dagger Infrared kayak, full WW spec, red/yellow, 
good condition, inc. buoyancy bags, backrest and 
nose cones £365 ono. + optional pheonix spray 
deck £25. Tel Peter Boddy on 01493 750115. 
Dagger Medieval, 18 months old £320 Contact: 
0785 501 3311. Sheffield. 
Dagger RPM, multi-art, airbags, backrest, full 
plate footrest, vgc £300 ono. Tel: Gary Williams on 
02476 597465. Coventry. 
Dagger Vertigo, multi-art blue/black/white, good 
condition: stored indoors £275; Tel: 01904 
641302. Yorkshire. 
Dancer, red, good condition, stored in garage. 
Good all-round general-purpose kayak £180. Tel: 
Jonathan on 01932 570002 or 07802 463061. 
Chertsey Surrey. 
Delphin Kevlar WWR in gc £150. Slalom Kayak 
£100. Tel: Brychan Watkins on 07971 221919 ore 
mail to bwatkins@iee.org. 
Eskimo Kendo, full WW spec, excellent river 
runner, good condition - garage stored £300 ono. 
Tel: Annette on 01291 620265 (evenings) ore 
mail: abruno@tinyworld.co.uk. South Wales. 
Eskimo Kendo, less than 3 years old, £350 ono. 
Phone Emma (0114) 
2321472. 
Eskimo Topo Duo, turquoise, full WW spec, air 
bags etc, good condition: hardly used; can deliver, 
must be seen - ideal for Alps this summer. Tel: Nick 
on 01635 862111 or 07768 097628. Berkshire. 
Glassfibre, one person kayak and paddle, vgc 
£60. 12 ft home-built one-man open canoe £50. 
Tel: Andy on 01889 207117. Stafford. 
lnazone 220, green and yellow, vgc £400. Can 
deliver to Nottingham, North 
Wales or Nene. Tel: Paul on 01444 892050 ore 
mail: pbarlowr@cs.com. 
lnazone 240, blue, less than 12 months old, good 
condition 
£350. Tel: Grunt on 01295 273193 or e-mail: 
rn _ a _punter@hotrnail.com. Banbury, Oxon. 
Jive, less than 1 year old. Good condition 450 
ono. Can deliver to HP or Treweryn. Tel: Zoe on 
07714 100066. 
Kl Glass Ranger, good condition, ideal DW or first 
racing boat, £125. Tel: Colin on 023 8088 4579 
(day) or 023 8084 2054 (evenings). Southampton. 
K2 Fanfare, carbon/Kevlar construction, excellent 
condition, inc wooden seats £900. Tel: Damien on 

0115 9334768. 
Kiwi Kl 9 ft baths boat, mustard, vgc, fibreglass, 
built-in buoyancy £100. Pyranha C2/3 17 ft 
Canadian canoe, green, plastic, bags and home 
made 'junk' sailing rig, with outriggers, tiller and 
rudder etc to Canoe Sailing Association standard 
£350. K2, 17 ft, professional build, with paddles, 
rudder and spray decks, yellow deck, clear hull, 
fibreglass, vgc £250. KW7 like, Kl, fibreglass, 
black deck, clear hull, old-style but reliable, no 
patches, good straight-line boat, with spraydeck 
£60. Various-sized spraydecks £10 each. Tel: Ian 
on 0114 2551480. Sheffield. 
Klepper Aerius doubles for sale. Good frame, 
slight leak in hull £600. Frame and skin vgc, 
double paddles, rudder, spray cover, three original 
storage bags £1200. Rarely used frame and skin 
mint, spray cover double paddles, three original 
storage bags, pennant, rudder, instruction book etc 
£1600 (new Kleppers are about £2800 each). Also 
Kl Sprint, vgc, ideal first boat, no seat £240. Roof 
rack to fit Astra £20, two winter/snow tyres plus 
hubs, used for 2000 miles approx only, 175/70R13, 
£80. Tel: John Rippon 01748 833614 (daytime) or 
01765 604071 (evenings only). Rippon, Yorkshire. 
Mega Sea Kayak Sovereign, 5.02m, elk, rudder. 
white/black, immaculate condition: used once only 
£1,200. Tel: 08700 77 44 88 or e-mail: 
chip@chip.dernon.co.uk. 
Microbat 230. Green. New seat, airbags. £200. 
View Reading Berkshire. 
Tel: Raeburn-Ward 0118 9472429 or e-mail 
dprw@patrol.i-way.co.uk. 
Mountain 300, red, full WW spec, hardly used, 
stored indoors £320. Tel: Ian Poolernan on 01904 
704131 or 07870 300484 or e-mail: 
ian.poolernan@ntlworld.com. 
Mr Clean, purple, bargain £335. Tel: Mark on 
01509 554177 or 0779 0774 696. Nottingham. 
Mystique and Concept slalom kayaks, old but in 
good condition. Olympic Junior child's fibreglass 
kayak, suit 8-10 yr old. All at £50 each. Tel: 01283 
703576. Nr Derby. 
Nordkapp style sea kayak, yellow deck, white 
hull, excellent condition, two valley hatches, foot 
pump, decklines etc all fitted £590 ono. Tel: 01934 
613729, or e-mail: ann@kayax.com. Weston 
super-Mare. 
Old Town 119K, solo open canoe, red, crosslink. 
Excellent condition - two years old. lacing points 
for airbag attachment already fitted £400. Tel: Ron, 
on 01434 632039. 
P&H Orion, pump, oval hatch, skeg £500; P&H 
Iona, round hatches, skeg £400; P&H Baidarka 
Explorer. round hatches, skeg £400; VW Camper, 
G-reg, five-speed diesel, 2/4 berth, sea kayak roof 
rack £5500 ono, Tel: John on 01425 273840 ore 
mail: john&sue_sutton@bcuinternet.com. 
Christchurch. 
Perception Dancer, WW spec, vgc, with neoprene 
deck £190. Surf-ski Palm, polyethelene, gc £50. 
Tel: Pete Lacey on 01297 443630. Lyme Regis. 
Perception Dancer, yellow, good condition, stored 
indoors. For 
Collection from Nottingham. E-mail 
b n scott@yahoo.com 
Perception Dancer XT, excellent condition, 
including neoprene deck, buoyancy aid, New Wave 
paddle and helmet £250 ono. Tel: Ben on 01727 
838291. Herts. 
Perception Jib, red and yellow, used mainly in 
surf by careful lady paddler. Excellent surf boat, 
great park and play machine, ideal river runner for 
smaller paddler. Offers around £350. Tel: 01748 
826709 or e-mail: wilf@wilfordn.fsnet.co.uk. 
Perception Method Air, never used. Complete 
with paddle, also unused £550 ono. Tel: Darren on 
01246 201376. 
Perception Mr Clean, two-tone blue, full WW 
spec, excellent condition, stored indoors. Six 
months old £400 ono. Tel: Richard Martin on 
01903 871400. 
Perception Overflow, granite white, vgc, WW 
spec, suit larger paddler £2 50. Tel: Matt on 079 
800 48881. 
Perception SPARC, blue, 18 months old, vgc, 
garage stored; airbags, hip pads & backrest .. Tel: 
01252 371582 or e-mail: Shorthop@talk21.com 
Perception Supersport, red, full WW spec, three 
years old. Tel: Neil Hopkinson on 07956 686911 or 
e-mail: neilhopkinson@ntlworld.com. St. Ives, 
Carnbs. 
Perception Whiplash, red, good condition - three 
years old £300 ono, tel: Rob, on 01434 632039. 
Northumberland. 
Perception 3D, distinctive green, purple, blue 
marble colours, super condition, as new £400 ono. 
Tel: Adrian on 01752 774248. 
Perception Sabre, space for a weekend voyage 
and possibly a four-day voyage. Not used much. 
Big enough for a 6 ft man and it is a river boat. Big 
edges for surfing too. E-mail: David Gill at 
tryrnach ine2001@yahoo.co.uk. 

Pirouette, full plate footrest, blue, stored indoors 
£160. Tel: Chris Gore on 01245 223438 
(evenings/weekends) or 07808 739744. Mid 
Essex. 
Pirouette Pro-line, blue £200. Tel: 01634 388016 
or e-mail: MickHorton@aol.com 01634 388016. 
Gillingham, Kent. 
Prijon Fly, £300 and Perception Corsica 'S' £250. 
Both in good condition, with little use for age. Tel: 
Jon Walder 01509 551241 (evenings). 
Prijon Hurricane, red, full Alpine spec, good all 
round water boat, vgc £250. Tel: Adam on 07974 
161647. Nottingham. 
Prijon Odyssee (blow moulded polyethylene), 
two-person Sea kayak for sale complete with 
rudder and deck nets, watertight compartments 
front & rear with easy-access deck hatches. Very 
comfortable seats. A good boat for day/ weekend 
trips, although has been used for trips of up to 2 
weeks, vgc £500 no offers. Tel Simon 0711 
778282. West Yorkshire. 
Prijon Samurai, £250. Tel: Mark on 01384 
392476. West Midlands. 
Prijon Slalom T, gc, £ 150 each or £280 for two. 
Pyranha Junior Master-lite, excellent condition, 
almost new £225 or will deal on the four. Tel: Axe 
Valley Canoe Club on 01297 21928 (daytime) OR 
01404 881656 (evenings). East Devon. 
Prijon T-Slalorn kayak £100, Prijon wooden 
paddle in excellent condition £35, plus some kit. 
Tel: Tim on 01303 770797 Folkestone. 
Prozone 230, pyranha's best playboat ever! 4 
months use, good condition, £499!! AquaBlade 
Paddles as used by loads of rodeo world 
champions, never used! ... full carbon shaft, poly 
carbon blades, £99. Can deliver to Nottingham 
Slalom course. Tel; Geraint on 0115 9821014 or 
0787 0127566 
ProZone 230, yellow and blue, just one month's 
use, so excellent condition; pain forces sale £550. 
Tel: Gavin on 0771 4511450. 
Pyranha Attack, with airbags and Mega back-rest, 
vgc £170 ono. Tel: 01782 260895. 
Pyranha Attack Sport, orange £200. Tel: 01634 
388016 or e-mail: MickHorton@aol.com 
Gillingham, Kent. 
Pyranha Mountain 500, includes back rest 
airbags, spraydeck, helmet and buoyancy aid, vgc, 
used on nine rivers max, only £300. Tel: Craig on 
01920 3830308. 
Pyranha Creek 280, vgc, full WW spec, backrest, 
full plate footrest, airbags, always stored indoors 
£230. River Runner neoprene spraydeck £30. 
Riverplay paddle £30. The lot for £70. Tel: David 
Ceredig-Evans on 01444 484234 or e-mail: 
dceredig-evans@tinyworld.co.uk. 
Pyranha lnaZone 230, excellent condition £450; 
Pyranha H2 Zone 255, excellent condition £450; 
Dagger RPM, good condition £400; Pyranha 
Traveller 16 ft open boat, good condition £600; 
Javelin Kl Marathon 3 layer Carbon Kevlar, 
excellent condition complete with all fittings £750; 
Javelin Kl Marathon, full glass training boat £250. 
Tel: Andy on 01352 756483 or 0771 8716908. 
Pyranha lnaZone 220, blue. Only 10 months old, 
good condition.Tel: Stephen on 07808 157231. 
Can deliver to HPP. 
Pyranha lnaZone 220, yellow/black, good 
condition, stored inside, Mega padding kit, £420. 
Tel: 07968 035666 or e-mail: 
adrian@junldood.fsnet.co.uk. 
Pyranha Microbat 230 multi art, just over 12 
months old, very good condition (no dents or 
welds) not used much on white water, college 
forces sale £250-00 .Can deliver to Tryweren, 
Nottingham. Tel: Dave on 01905 427187. 
Worcester. 
Pyranha Prozone 230, Pyranha's best playboat 
ever! 4 months use, good condition, £499!! 
Aqua Blade Paddles as used by loads of rodeo 
world champions, full carbon shaft, poly carbon 
blades, never used £99. Can deliver to Nottingham 
Slalom course. Tel: Geraint on 0115 9821014 or 
0787 0127566. 
Pyranha Stunt 300, purple multi-art, good 
condition, backrest, hip pads, full-plate footrest 
£250. Tel: Torn on 01223 339218 (evenings) ore 
mail: tcs22@carn.ac.uk. 
Pyranha Stunt 300, red, full WW spec, hip pads 
£250. Tel: 0771 904 1939 or e-mail: charlotte 
rncauley@kcl.ac.uk. 
Pyranha Stunt 300, red, good condition. Airbags, 
backrest, hip pads £275 ono. Tel: Rob, on 07989 
180 288. Devon. 
green/white, with paddles and buoyancy aid, 
little used - good child's/beginner's boat for 
lake/gentle river use £70. Tel: Paul Aitken on 
01931714604. 
Redline blue and green £380 O.N.O, also for sale 
Topolino Spud green £300 O.N.0. Contact Kevin 
Norris on 01902 785381. 
Riot Disco, six-months old, excellent condition 
£500. Ask for Ashley on 01622 728148 or e-mail: 
Ashley.Wicken@ondigital.com. Maidstone. 
Riot Prankster Wildberry, excellent condition, 
factory-fitted power seat £550. Tel: Ian on 01772 
204973 or e-mail: 
ian.newberry@baesysterns.com. 
Riot ·Slice, green, full WW spec, excellent condition 
£350 ono. Tel: Dazon 01904 492531. 

Riot Trickster, yellow blast, factory-fitted power 
seat; used only once £550 ono. Tel: Dan on 01254 
822440 or e-mail: danny-to-the-rnax@talk21.com. 
Riot Trickster, only used twice, as new £550 ono. 
Tel: Mark on 01509 554177 or 07790 774696. 
Riot Trickster 4, colour: blast, only used twice, as 
new, £550. Quick sale needed. Tel: Mark: 01509 
554177 or 07790 774696. 
Romany Explorer sea kayak, yellow deck, white 
hull. Skeg, three hatches, back-strap, foot pedals. 
Roomy, stable touring boat, vgc, plus Lendal 
Nordkapp modified crank, carbon shaft paddles, 
Rasdeck combination spray-deck/WW buoyancy 
aid £950. Spare set Nordkapp paddles £85. 
Canoe/sailboard trailer 6x4, secure storage for 
paddles/sails £300. Snipe fibreglass kayak. 
Roof bars, nearly new, for following cars: old 
design fiat Punto three-door £25; old design fiat 
Punto five-door (also suitable for Tipo and similar 
models) £25; Rover 400 series and similar models 
£25. Tel: Jeremy Game on 01301703510. 
Savage Skeeter specialist open canoe, blue, black 
and white, excellent condition and a few nice 
modifications, offers around £450. Also Old Town 
H2 Pro, white, excellent river tripping/solo play 
open canoe £250 ono. Tel: 01748 826709 ore 
mail: wilf@wilfordn.fsnet.co.uk. 
Sea kayak expedition business for sale, including 
double and single boats and camping gear. for 
information tel: 01851 870716 or e-mail: 
steffisar@aol.com. 
Spider surfski, with central thigh grip £40. Tel: 
01904 704131 ore-mail: 
ian.poolernan@ntlworld.com. York. 
Stealth K2, Marsport design, turquoise, under or 
over-stern rudder, fitted handles, excellent 
condition £375. Tel: Margaret on 01794 301544 or 
e-mail: rnargaret.vincent@btinternet.com. 
Winchester. 
1 15 open canoe, designed and built by Alan 
Bridges of Birch Creek Canoe Company. Red, 
immaculate condition, stored inside. finances force 
sale £450. Tel: Sam on 01874 658417. 
Thule roof bars (one set), will fit car/van with 
gutter £35 ono. 
Set VW roof bars for new Golf five-door (used 
twice) £75 ono (cost £120 new). Tel: Steve on 
01706 355418or e-mail: 
steven.dc@btinternet.com. 
UK4 fast touring double, ideal more stable DW 
boat, £85, phone Colin on 023 8088 4579 - day or 
023 8084 2054 (evenings). Southampton. 
Vandussen Kl, carbon Kevlar hull, carbon deck, 
epoxy, autoclaved 8 kg, very strong, £850 ono. Tel: 
Jamie Christie on 01455 558963. 
Yak classic keyhole neoprene spraydeck; size: 
medium waist; never been used - unwanted gift 
£25. Yak hi-spec throwbag, new £25. E-mail 
Michael Punter at rnicheal4@btinternet.com. 

WANTED 
Coaches, level 3, helpful and available, 
desperately needed to help Waveriders Canoe Club 
Wandsworth, London, get kids out onto real 
moving water as often as possible. Contact: Bob 
Powell on 020 8673 3569 or George Banks on 020 
8769 0351 or e-mail g.t.banks@btinternet.com. 
Oswestry Canoe Club is in the market for used 
craft for members: plastic kayaks/canoes, singles, 
doubles, tourers, pool kayaks, river kayaks, sea 
kayaks. Tel: Dave Hart on 01691 659 280. 
RPM Dagger, wanted, in good condition, with 
backrest, footplate, airbags etc. Any colour. 
Midland area. Tel: Nolan White on 0956 422786 or 
e-mail nolanleigh@yahoo.com. 

LOST & FOUND 
Buoyancy aid, ribbed, red, lost on the top of the 
Tryweryn on Dec 30. Tel: Gary Williams on 02476 
597465. 
Have I got your Buoyancy Aid? You lent it to me 
on a river in Wales over New Year; if so tel: Jon on 
01993 703308. 
Left-hand paddle, white, lost at Mile End Mill on 
February 10 of found, tel: Peter on 019378 33876 
Trousers! Would whoever picked up my Nookie 
dry(ish) trousers from New Bridge car park by River 
Dart on Sat Jan 14, please tel: Mark on 01666 
822098. 
Stolen! Nordkapp HM sea kayak stolen from 
firbush Point field Centre on Loch Tay in August 
2000. Red deck, whiter hull. It has bulkheads, two 
round hatches, and deck lines and elastics have 
been fitted by putting loops of blue rope through 
the deck. The boat, which was old but in good 
condition when taken, belongs to Benrnore Centre 
and has the centre name and phone number 
engraved into the cockpit coarning at the back of 
the seat. Anyone with information please tel: Gill 
Berrow at Benrnore 01369 706337. 
Yellow lnazone 230 and multi-coloured green, 
orange and red Centrifuge, lost on River Rhyrnney 
on Feb 11 and last seen heading in to Cardiff. Tel: 
Kevin Gilbert on 01443 862782 with any info. 

Second Hand Boats ·•···11-··.aswatersports.co.uk 



Casual B.C.U. Level 3 Coach 
Part Time Hourly Paid £ 14-£ 16 per hour 
Southmere Boating Centre is located on a 27 acre man-made lake in Thamesmead, Southeast London. The centre offers 
adults and young people the opportunity to experience the thrill of canoeing and sailing in a friendly environment. It is 
recognised by the Royal Yachting Association and the British Canoe Union as well as being approved by the Adventure 
Activities Licensing Authority. 
We are looking to appoint a suitably qualified and experienced person to teach and develop canoeing and kayaking within the 
current schools programme (students aged 9-16 years). 
You will be flexible and adaptable, generally available to workweekdays between the hours of I Oam and 4pm (term time). 
Actual hours will be determined by the demands of the service. You will be expected to plan and teach most of the school 
groups that use the centre, these will range from primary age (9 / I 0) to GCSE courses. 

You should be an enthusiastic, reliable, team player with excellent communication and customer care skills. 

You will have at least 2 years experience of teaching at an inland watersports facility and be able to demonstrate a working 
knowledge and understanding of the national curriculum as relates to watersports (canoeing in particular). 

For an informal chat please contact Sam Head, Community College Sports Co-ordinator, 020 8921 2531. 

For an application pack please contact the Public Services Personnel Section on 020 8921 4368 (24hour answerphone) or 
write to Public Services Personnel Central, Room 210, Peggy Middleton House, Woolwich New Road, Woolwich, SE 18 
6HQ. No Personal Caller Please. Closing date: 20 April 200 I. 
Alternatively, email us at gds-jobs@greenwich.gov.uk clearly indicating the appointment of interest, and the address to 
which the application pack should be sent. 

Visit Greenwich at www.greenwich.gov.uk 

Greenwich Council working towards Equal Opportunities IWJ Greenwich 
Council 

the millennium borough 

RoUOAYS AND COURSES Houi>AYSAND 

Outdoor Skills 
Training Programme 

In Partnership with Outward Bound 

OUTWARD 
BOUND@ 

~ 'Wil.teroess --Spirit p ennoein9 n,iventures ,. 
-·---- 

Wilderness canoeing adventures on Canadian Shield and tundra rivers in Manitoba and 
Nunavut, Canada. 7-16 day canoeing adventures on the Canadian Heritage Bloodvein, 
Hayes, Seal and Thelon rivers. For novice and accomplished paddlers. Wildlife, natural 

history, exciting whitewater, tranquil flarwater, wilderness solitude. 
Contact: Jim Broad, Runswick cottage, Hyde Hill, Chalford Hill, Stroud, 

Gloucestershire, GL6 SEQ. 01453 731233, Mobile: 07989 745909, 
email: jim _ broad@hotmail.com www.WildernessSpirit.com 

TEMAGAMI, CANADA is the canoe capital of 
North America with over 2,500 km. of wilderness 
routes. Hike ancient. virgin pine forests. Climb 
Ontario's highest peaks. Explore Grey Owt's world. 
For the self guided or group adventurer, 
Smoothwater specializes in outfitting (with 
homemade food). canoe rentals, route consults 
and shuttles. We offer s exhilarating river 
trips, and over 20 unique art and paddling 
getaways between April and October. Acclaimed 
organic cuisine and lodging. X-C skiing and 
snowshoeing. Smoothwater Outfitters. Box 40, 
Temagami. ON, Canada PoH 2Ho 
http: //www. smoothwater. com 
temagami@onlink.net / Fax:00+705-569-2710 
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A Edale Activity Centre A 
HOSTELUNG Introduction to Canoe Sports lNTERNAT,oNAL 

Introduction (1 ), Intermediate (2), Advanced (3) - Kayaking and Canoeing 
Introduction to Moving Water - Kayaking and Canoeing 

Cooch level 1 and Cooch Level 2 Training and Assessment 
Plus courses in novigolion, Climbing, Coving, Mountain Biking, Paragliding, SPA 

Training and Assessment, M. Training and Assessment, and a range of Multi-Activity 
courses/holidays. 

NOTE: we con provide all inclusive (transport, qualified instructors and all equipment) 
wotersports sessions of any duration, Morch - October for any group. 

For further details contact: 
Edale YHA Activity Centre, Rowland Cote, Nether Booth, Edale, Hope Valley, S33 7ZH 

Tel: 01433 670302 Fax: 01433 670243 
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Tel. 
087011113 0 2110 (UK) 

E-mail. 
info@actventure-whitewater.com 

Website 
.aavemure-wnitewater.com 

AdVenture-Whitewater 
Agent for AT0L 33118 

As well as our regular . 
departures, private group 
trips can also be arranged° _'-'-_,-~--- 

SEA . 
KAYAK t. ...•.. 

FIORDLAND 
NEW ZEALAND 

NZ's last great wilderness area 
Milford, Doubtful, 

Dusky and Breaksea 
Sounds; Lakes 

Manapouri & Te Anau. 

Freedom rentals and 
guided tours. 
Call us for brochure 
and infonmation pack 

Bill and Daphne 
Fiordland Wilderness Experiences 
66 Quintin Drive TE ANAU NZ 

Ph NZ 64 3 249 7700 
Fax NZ 64 3 249 7768 

email: 
fiordland.sea.kayak@clear.net.nz 
web: fiordlandseakayak.co.nz 

Sea Kayak Coaches 

Seasonal and permanent 
vacancies in United States, near 
Washington, DC. Coach 3 or 

above. Competitive salary with 
great benefits. Please apply by 
sending us a cover letter and a 

CV through our website 
www.atlantickayak.com. 

Sea Kayak Outer Hebrides 

UIST 
Outdoor Centre ~ -:}~c; 
"The finest sea kayaking coastline in 

the world" 
Guided tours and expeditions. 

Introductory/Intermediate 
full range of courses. 

Accommodation. Details: 
Ulst Outdoor Centre, Lochm•ddy, 

Isle of North Ulst, HS6 SA£ 
Tel 01876 500480 

Bishop Burton 
COLLEGE 

HNDSPORT& 
ADVENTURE 
MANAG·EMENT 

for people wishing to work in 
ding adventure industry 

ledge that are required by today's employers 
in NGB awards 

:e with the national reputation for quality 



11FREE this Winter•• 
A free training course for a career in outdoor 
education or the leisure industry. However 
you must satisfy the funding criteria. 
Surrey County Councils Outdoor Education Centre, Thames 
Young Mariners offers a 22-week residential training course 
starting in October 2001 for people over 16 years of age 
seeking employment in this industry. All training and 
assessment are suited to the individuals experience and ability. 
This course is European Social Funded for people that meet 
their criteria. 

You could achieve the following qualifications on this course: 
British Canoe Union - Kayak Level 2 Coach 

Open Canoe 4* 

Royal Yachting - 
Association 

Dinghy Sailing Instructor 
Windsurfing Level 2 
Powerboat Level 2 
RYA First Aid 
VHF Licence 
Diesel Engine Maintenance 
Safety Boat 
Teacher Leader British Orienteering - 

Federation 
National Vocational - NVQ Level 2 
Qualification 
Experience in High/Low rope courses and climbing walls. 
Personal/ Social education, Communication and 
Leadership skills. 

9 
SURREY 
CO!'~ <Ot:-..:( , 
Communit~ Servlfe:r 

Ill *** *€SF* 
: LK : 
*•* 

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 
European Social Fund 

For more details contact Thames Young Mariners 
Tel: 020 8940 5550 
Fax: 020 8940 7052 

E-mail: tym.tym@virgin.net 

Watertight (ex food} 
Containers with screw on lid 

and handles. 
1 tub £8.50 2 tubs £16.00 

5 tubs £30.00 
price includes p & p 

Please send cheques payable to: 
TUBS 

78 High Street, Boston 
Lines PE21 BSX 

Tel: 01205 366044 

Practical, jargo1 free 
First Aid Training 

'""···:'"' 
Open courses in the Peak District. 

Groups at your own venue. 
HSE approved REC course. 

tel/fax 01298 71827 www.mediact.net 

Holt Fleet, 
Nr Worcester, WR6 6NW. 

Tel: (01905) 455311 
Fax: 08707 400258 

HTTP://www.joelwatersports.co.uk 
email:sales@joelwatersports.co.uk 

For all your Kayaking & 
Canoeing \quirements 

Large and wide range of stock 
Discounted prices call for details 

Friendly Expert Advice 
Speedy Mail Order Service 
Colour brochures available 

Located off A4133, adjacent 
to river bridge 

CANOEING FABRICS, Breathable Waterproofs, 
Wetsuit Neoprene Pile, Polartech Fleece, 
Neoprene Coated Nylon, Buckles, Webbing, Zips, 
Shock Cord, Velcro. Patterns for outdoor gear, 
Camping and Climbing Equipment. Discounts 
up to 15%. Shop open Tues - Fri 10 - 5. Sat 10- 
1. For mail order catalogue please send 4" x 9" 
S.A.E. TOR (cf). 42 Widnes Road, Widnes. WAS 
6AL. Tel: 0151 424 2225 

CANCARVE DESIGNS, Hand made wooden 
canoe models and trophies. For details write or 
telephone 5, Shanklin Place, Beaconhill Green, 
Cramlington, Northumberland, NE23 SHA. Tel 
• Fax: 01670 713640 

GREY CORRIE WOGE 
AND 

ROY BRIDGE INN 
HOSTEL 

For the Highlands 
Two independent hostels located on 
the A86 in the village of Roy Bridge. 
Fort William 12 miles to the west. 
Private rooms for 2, 3, 4 and 8 
persons. Complete self-catering. 
Heating. Showers. Toilets. Drying 
rooms and All bedding provided. All 
inclusive price. Bar on site, live 
music some Saturdays. 
ACCESS VISA & SWITCH ACCEPTED 

Tel: 01397 712236 
Fax: 01397 712241 

Tyddyn Bychan 
Deluxe Bunkhouse 
Edge of Snowdonia 

15 min drive to Tryweryn 
Excellent quality bunkhouse accommodation 
for up to 24 people from £7.50 per person per 

night, including hot showers, healing and 
bedding. Can be fully self catering or we can 
provide deLicious homemade meals in the 

Licensed dining room within the farmhouse. 
Drying room. 

Call Lynda Parker on 01490 420680 

DEVON - 1/2 MILE FROM HOLME BRIDGE, 
Ashburton. 868, BB 6 Evening meal, drying 
facilities and ample parking. Call Sue for rates 
at Wellpritton Farm, Holme, Ashburton. 
Reductions available for groups. Popular with 
canoeists. Tel 01364 631273. 

River Dart, 
New Bridge 

Riversmeade B&:B offers quality 
ensuite accommodation, ample 

parking and drying facilities. Open all 
Tel: Joy Hasler 

01364 631224 

GLAN - Y -BORTH 
Nestles on the banks of the River Conway in 

the heart of Snowdonia. 
Ranging from 2-8 berth Bungalows. 

20 fully equipped Self Catering Bungalows. 
Offers home from home comfort. 

Please Phone Bill 
01492 641543 

INCHREE CENTRE - Onich, Fort William, Highland. 
Classic whitewater location, Well-equipped 
Chalets, deluxe Hostel, all ensuite, Bunkhouse 
available for exclusive canoe group use. Bar 6 
Bistro on site, drying facilities. Tel/fax: 01855 
821 287. Web: www.canoe-scotland.com 

DARTMOOR Close to River Dart. Camping 
Barn at Heine (O.S.SX 70_6 696) Cheap and 
cheerful. Showers. toilets and cooking facilities. 
Sleeps 16. Tel Katie (01364) 631544 

SMALL BUNKHOUSE - Sleeps party of 4-5 plus 
one single room. Comfortable and clean, 
shower, full English breakfast. l12.5opp. Tel: 01691 
778016 

FORT WILLIAM - Self catering for Paddlers - 
sleeps 22. Good drying room, comfortable 
beds, hot showers, close to many pubs! Alan 
or Sue Kimber (01397) 700451 

N.W. 
BgQWN 

I '-,',I I{\'-< I iu« ll-..1 I{', 

Insurance available for: 
+ Canoes & Equipment 
+ Activity Travel 
+ Activity Centres 
+ Personal Accident 
For details contact us at: 
Richmond House 
16-20 Regent Street 
Cambridge 
CB21DB 
Tel: 01223 357131 
Fax: 01223 353705 
Email: canoe@nwbrown.co.uk 
Web: www.nwbrown.eo.uk/canoe 
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Comprehensive cover for canoeing/kayaking 
and many olher adventurous adivites 

1 week Eu,.a while water cover only £22.50 
0114 2755806 

www.foundrytravel.com 
Specialist Canoe 
fnsurance from 

FOR INSTANT COVER 

MON - FRI 9am. 6pm. SAT 9am - 1pm 

r1moH, NOIIH HOUH, SI. £0WUDS WAY. I0MF0ID mu Ull 3rr 

WHITEWAVE: 
SKYE'S OUTDOOR CENTRE 
Instructor required, must be at least 
Kayak level 2 Coach preferably with 

some sea experience. ML, Windsurfing, 
Archery an advantage. 

Must be flexible and "fit in". House staff 
also wanted - any couples out there .. ? 

LINICRO, KILMUIR, 
ISLE OF SKYE IV51 9YN 
info@white-wave.co.uk 

01470 542414 
www.white-wave.co.uk 

SENIOR ACTIVITY 
INSTRUCTOR 

At a Christian Youth Centre. 
Qualified in a variety of outdoor 

activity disciplines with an 
interest in the development of 

young people. 

Also 
ACTIVITY INSTRUCTOR 
Training available for some 
disciplines if necessary 

For more information contact: 
Centre Director, 
Pioneer Centre, 

Phone 01299 271217 
E-mail 

pioneer@actioncentres.co.uk 
www.actioncentres.co.uk 

Are you tired of faceless organisations. Do You want to work 
hard and play hard?!!. Look no further!. Join our fun, 
professional and multinational team of instructors at lrelands 
oldest and most beautifully located centre!. We are looking for 
instructors with a minimum of 3 relevant qualifications, a 
professional attitude and a sense of humour!!. Accommodation, 
food and training included. 

Send your C.V and Photo to 
Personnel Dept, 
Killary Adventure Co. 
Leenane, Co Galway, 
Ireland. 

a,•••,. QY 
•.•.• liia •••• ,.. .•...•• __ 

•ADVENTURE CO• 

Vacancies for 2001 season 
Instructing and support staff 
required for a busy multi activity centre that provides for a wide range of 
clients. All activities are within 130 acre site with 3 lakes. Close to London 

More details on website: www.stubbers.co.uk 
Applications with CV to Bob Edwards (Centre Director) at 

Stubbers Adventure Centre, Ockendon Road, Upminster, Essex RM14 2TY 
Or email: admin@stubbers.co.uk 

Charity No. 1080941 

~@@G@l ~@C!!l OB!k@ ®OiJ 

Adventure 
Plus Excellent Rates of Pay 

Develop your experience and qualifications, both in world of Canoeing and 
other NGB Awards such as First Aid, Bela, BOF and GNAS. 

Comfortable Indoor Accommodation 
Good local Whitewater Rivers! 

Manor Adventure is one of the leading independent activity Centres based 
on the Welsh Border, employing over fifty like-minded people, and 

regarded by our clients as the most professional centre they've seen! 

Opportunities in Ireland 
Instructors and SI Kayak/Canoe Instructors and Water Site 
Manager required for Trelancls leading adventure organisation. 
• Kayaking, Sailing, Surfing, Rockclimbing & Multi-Activity 
• Work in a fun yet professional environment 
• Multinational team of staff 
• Centre is set admist the spectacular scenery of Connernara 
• Positions include full board, skills training & wages 
• Corporate / Adults / Childrens programmes on offer 
Visit our websites at: www.delphiadventureholidays.ie 

www.delphitraining.ie 

Phone for details, send CV or email us at: 
Personnel Tel: 00353 95 42336 
Delphi Adventure Holidays Fax, 00353 95 42303 
Leenane Email: delphigy@iol.ie 
Co. Galway 
Ireland 



Have you got the ski I ls to 
the challenge? 

Experienced but 
unqualified paddlers 
Obtain coaching qualifications while working as a canoeing or 
multi-activity instructor. 

BCU level 2 coaches 
Work as a canoeing or multi-activity instructor. Qualify as a level 3 
coach after gaining the necessary logbook time and experience. 

BCU level 3 coaches 
Work as river leaders and assist with staff training. 

Experienced rafters 
Qualify up to SRA guide/trip leader level before guiding Alpine rafting 
trips on the Durance. 

HINDLEAP WARREN 
OUTDOOR CENTRE 

SENIOR INSTRUCTOR 
To start May 2001. Salary £13,911 - £17,187 plus a 

clothing allowance of £320 per annum. 

The Centre is run by the Federation of London Youth Clubs and 
is a well established provider of adventurous outdoor activities 
for young people. We need an able and experienced instructor 
with a range of Governing Body Awards to take a lead role in the 
delivery of activity programmes and to also contribute to the 
work of the Centre Management Team. You will ideally have 

BCU Level 3 Canoe Coach or Level 4 Kayak or MIA. 
Applications from women will be particularly welcome as they 

are currently under represented on the staff team. 

INSTRUCTOR 
To start May 2001. Salary £9,117 - £11,601 plus a 

clothing allowance of £320 per annum. 

You must be committed to Outdoor Education and be able to 
demonstrate a sound practical capability when working with 
young people. Applications from women will be particularly 
welcome, as they are currently under represented on the staff 

team. 

Two year contract: Board and single accommodation provided 
free of charge. Good opportunities for gaining further 

qualifications. Applicants should be over 21, should ideally hold 
the SPA and have a current First Aid qualification. 

For further details and Application Forms please contact: 
The Director 

Hindleap Warren Outdoor Centre 
Wych Cross, Forest Row, East Sussex RH18 5JS 

Tel: 0134 2-822625 

Training courses take place between February and May and you wiTI work right 
through to early Autumn. We will provide your accomodation, meals and a 
weekly living allowance. 
For a gateway to a career in outdoor education, or for a unique opportunity to 
build on your qualifications and gain valuable work experience, contact 

Recruitment Department. PGL Travel, 820 Alton Court, Penyard Lane, 
Ross-on-Wye HR9 5GL. Tel: 01989 767833. E-mail: personnel@pgl.co.uk 

www.pgl.co.uk/personnel 

~; 
-- 

Instructor/ Careworker 
Due to the demand for our resources, Corvedale Care are 
currently expanding their staff team. We are looking for 
enthusiastic highly motivated staff who will be required to 
work with young people who present challenging 
behaviour. All applicants will be police checked. Sessional 
work available possibly leading to full time positions. 

Please contact Simon Rouse 
On 01694 724488 

OUTDOOR ENTHUSIASTS 
required at children's outdoor education centres in 

France, Austria and Switzerland 
Village Camps organise high quality supervised activity holidays in 
Europe for international children and are seeking experienced and 

enthusiastic staff for the positions on the left and .. 

EXPERIENCED CANOEISTS 
BCU Level 3 coach (or equivalent) for River Leader position and 
at least BCU Level 2 coach for support positions. Must be over 
21, ideally with other outdoor and language skills and have the 

relevant experience to lead groups of children on descents 
through the Ardeche gorge, France. 

Training, benefits and an allowance provided. Interviews by telephone. 
For an application pack contact: 

www.villagecamps.com 
Personnel Office, Dept 120, Village Camps, 1260 Nyon, Switzerland. 

Fax: 00 41 22 990 9494 Email: personnel@villagecamps.ch 
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KAYAKING INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED ... 
... to help us celebrate our 26th year at our island-based 
Multi-Activity Adventure and Survival Training Centre. 

Must be at least Level 2 Coach, with extensive 
experience of instructing teenagers. starting in May, 

finishing in September, we can offer you full board and 
accommodation, a good wage and excellent wild sea 

paddling all around, including the Corryvrechan 
Whirlpool nearby. 

Please apply with your CV to Wild Island (CF), 
Solwaybank, Canonbie, Dumfriesshire, 

Scotland DG 14 OXS. 

Instructors Required 
Longridge SBC is a multi-activity Centre 
situated on the Thames near Marlow and 
Hurley. Our users include scouts, guides, 

schools and corporate clients. 
We are seeking to recruit people with BCU and/or RYA 
qualifications who are also enthusiatic and flexible, available 
between Easter and September. A competitive salary is paid for 
these residential posts. In addition there will be opportunities to 
obtain further NGB qualifications. 

Further details from: 
Longridge S.B.C Quarry Wood Road, Marlow, Bucks SL7 1RE 
Tel: 01628 483252 Email: Jobs@longridge.org.uk 
www.longridge.org.uk 

River Leaders Required in the 
South of France 
NST Adventure are currently looking to recrutt River Leaders for 
our activity centre in the South of France for the 2001 season. 
This position requires a minimum of BCU Level 3 Open Canoe 
qualification. 

NST -------- ADVENTURE 
We require L2 Canoe and Kayak Coaches to work as Multi Activity Instructors. 
We provide: 
Full training, NGB course opportunities, Competitive Wages, All Meals, Free Unrtorm, 
Excellent Chalet Accommodation, Comprehensive Insurance, Retum travel to the UK 
A variety of posttions at our other centres available from January to early December· 
Activity/ ICT Instructors, Group Co-ordinators, Catering, Cleaning/ Maintenance and 
Driving. Senior staff posttions also available. 
For further information please contact: 

Recruttment, NST Adventure, Chiltern House, Bristol Avenue, Blackpool, FY2 0FA 
Tel: 01253 503011 Fax: 01253 356955 

e-mail: recrultmentOnatgroup.co.uk www.natgroup-travel.com/adventure.html 

• ~~~-S~~!I~~ 
ACTMTY INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED FOR 2001 
We are a youth organisation with three centres in the UK 

looking for enthusiastic instructors who are able to work with 
groups of all ages. Candidates should preferably hold at least 
one of the following: BCU Level 2 training, SPA Training or 
GNAS Leader Award. Training may be available leading to 

NGB qualifications. 
Activities include kayaking, open canoeing, climbing, 

abseiling, archery, rope courses, team building activities and 
mountain biking. 

Contracts available for full or part season. 
Modern indoor accommodation available. 

Good rates of pay. 
For an application pack, please contact Personnel on 0207 

592 1836 (answerphone) 
Deadline for full season contract: 31 January 2001 
Deadline for part season contract:28 February 2001 

Charity no. 306016 

Coleg Powys Pb~ 
~~ 

Brecon LD3 9SR Llandrindod LD1 5SE ~ 
Newtown SY16 4HU 

'The College for the Community' 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
HIGHER NATIONAL DIPLOMA 

HIGHER NATIONAL CERTIFICATE 
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF GLAMORGAN ~ 

A two year course in Outdoor Education covering the knowledge and skills needed 
in the outdoor industry. The course is set in the Brecon Beacons National Park and 
has immediate access to mountains, rivers, caves and open water. The college has its 
own outdoor education base and emphasis is placed upon national governing body 

awards and industrial experience. 
For further details please contact Sian Bourton Tel: 01874 625252 ext. 40 I 

LOW WOOD WATERSPORTS & 
ACTIVITY CENTRE 

Requires qualified and experienced instructors in canoeing, 
sailing, water-skiing ... 

Join the team at this busy centre catering for the public and corporate entertainment 
& teambuilding when we launch our corporate event company early this year. 

The Centre is situated on the shores of Lake Windermere, a few minutes from the 
lively towns of Bowness and Ambleside. 

Send your CV now to Mike Coates, Centre Manager, Low Wood Watersports 
and Activity Centre, Low Wood. Windermere, Cumbria LA23 1 LP 

Or e-mail watersports@elhmail.co.uk 

tt 
YOUTH 

CLUBS•UK 

AVON TYRRELL ACTIVITY CENTRE 
The activity and residential 
centre in the New Forest 

We require BCU Level 2 Coaches for the year 
2001. Climbing, Archery, Lifeguarding and 
Ropes Course an advantage. Long and short 
term contracts available with the possibility of 

a modern apprenticeship scheme. 

We are a growing centre which offers activity 
holidays and breaks for a diverse range of age 
and ability groups. For details please write to: 

Mike Paine 
Avon Tyrrell Activity and Residential 

Centre, Bransgore, Hampshire, BH23 BEE 
Tel: 01425 672347 Fax: 01425 673883 



GARELOCHHEAD 
OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
CENTRE 
West Central Scotland 
Sessional Outdoor 
Educational Instructors 
£7 .09p per hour 
Applicants should have good 
interpersonal skills and possess at 
least one of the following: ML, SPA, 
Kayak coach level 2, Windsurf Inst 
level I. 

Driving licence essential. 
Accommodation may be available. 
Please contact:Garelochhead Outdoor 
Education Centre, Old School Rd., 
Garelochhead, G84 OAT. 
Tel 01436 810315 
e.mail: 
bob@garelochheadoutdoorcentre.co111. 

OPEN CANOE & l<AYAI< COACHES 
Seasonal vacancies at great locations. 
BCU approved centres providirig a wide range 

of courses for adults and children 

Bembridge, Isle of Wight 
Horseshoe Lake, Sandhurst. Berks 

BCU Senior Coaches 
BCU senior coaches required for full-time 
residential & nor-resiceotla' positions 
April - October. June - September 

or July - Augus( 
BCU Coaches 

BCU coaches required for full-time residential & 
non- residential positions during summer 

school vacations (July -Aug~t). Local BCU 
instructors also required for part time work 

throughout the se,on. 

~;Jli Telephone for further details 
FR//T//tt/ & Applkation fo,m 

01252 871808 f24hnf 

MALVERN HIU.S OIJIDOOR CENTRE 

TRAINEE INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED 

This busy local authority residential centre is recruiting 2 trainee instructors from September 2001, for an 
apprenticeship of up to 2 years. Aged between 18 & 22 they should be eager to pursue a career as a leader in the 
outdoors and have previous experience of a range of outdoor pursuits as shown in possessing BCU 3 Star, Gold Duke 
of Edinburgh Award, BELA or suitable FE/HE qualification. Potential candidates are asked to phone our office to receive 
full information including a job description and person specification. 
Closing date for applications April 30. 

Tel 01684 574546 Email. otfice@malvernhillsoc.co.uk 

Head of Centre, Malvern Hills Outdoor Centre, Old Hollow, Malvern, Wares, WR14 4NR 

TRADE 

Instructors Southern Ireland 
Outdoor Education Centre 

Situated on the SE corner of Ireland facing S Wales 
with mainly a schools and groups cliental. 

Shilebaggan OEC as part of its partnership with Pembrokeshire 
Watersports, is looking for staff for 2001 from February. 

Qualifications in: kayaking, sailing, windsurfing, climbing, archery, 
orienteering or snorkelling required. 

Good pay and conditions with time off to do your thing in the rest of 
Ireland. 

Contact with CV: Suzanne Kennedy, Shielbaggan 
OEC, Ramsgrange Co Wexford, Ireland. 

info@soec.ie Ph 00353 51 389550 

South Wales 

hArEiFRoNT 
Canoe/Kayak Centre 

Adventure Gear Discounts 
Wetsuits * Canoe Mart * Plastic 

welding* Hire/Sales 
Canoe packages from £50. 
Tel/fax 029 20692108 

Somerset 

.,.,,:«•~·=· 
HAVEN RD, EXETER. 01392 219600 

Full range of equipment for all 
aspects of the sport. Playboating, 

Fun, Surf, Touring, Racing. 
www.aswatersports.co.uk 

The Essex Superstore 
Kayaks, Canoes or Sit-ons 
www.nucleuswatersports.org.uk 
01255 812146 or 
07710 375560 

Scotland w Gloucestershire 
Equipment, accessories,~ 

river information and more. 
Mail order & contract 
orders welcome. 

A 

Try us for mail order or come along to 
the new bigger shop 

All enquiries welcome 
3o0 Thorne Road, Wheatley Hills, 

Doncaster DN2 SAi 
Tel: 01302 344403 

H191ifaruf Canoes 
7, Myrtlefield, Grampian Road, 

Aviernore 

~ Tel: 01479 810116-< 

Wiltshire 

, -,s~ppliers of Kayaks and 

A. .._, Canadian Canoes 
~ :,._ Paddles, Clothing and / L/ /J 7D., all canoe acces.sories 

'/7/11-.C.. also canoe hire 
'------~ 

HAZE ENTERPRISES 
25 Primrose Hill, Tockenham, 

Wootton Bassett, Swindon, Wilts 
Tel: 01793 852904 

r - ~ 
'Rfl,puf Canoe Supp[us 
Stockists of all leading 

equipment and accessories. 
OPENING TIMES 

Mon · Sal: 9.00 am · 6.00pm 
Sunday and bank Holidays: By appointment only 

01524 388850 
Unit 8. Lansil Industrial Estate, 

Caton Road, Lancaster 
Lanes LAl 3NX 

WEIRWOLF 
Canoe & kayak builders and repairers. 

Super marathon C2 available as plans, pre-cut 
panel kit or completed boat in ply, fibreglass etc 
Other boats built to commission at realistic prices. 
Repairs in GRP. Kevlar/Epoxy, polythene, ply, 

stripwood. 
Plastic welding service also available. Call for 

details and quote on your boat 
lain Hutchison (01594) 826273 (Glos) 
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UNRIVATED VERSATILITY. 
GUARANTEED. 

At Mad River Canoe, we believe the canoe is the most versatile paddlecraft ever created - 
and every Mad River Canoe is the most versatile made, crafted from top-quality materials, 
based on the best designs, and executed with uncompromising craftsmanship. 

Built to last a lifetime and guaranteed to do just that. 

Whitewater Consultancy, Bronwydd, Carmarthen, Wales SA33 6BE Tel: 08000 151520 www.wwc.co.uk 

Available from all good dealers 
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