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Marathon 
(Fonnerty Grumman) 
TOUGH AS NAILS 
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TAKE IT 
• 15ft RAM-X Sport 
• 16ft RAM-X Gold Medallist 
• 17ft RAM-X Expedition 
• Scanoe Square Stern 
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ADVICE FROM EXPERIENCE 
KAYAKS 

PYRANHA 
Master 2 Club/lite/Surfjet £325 
Above with retractable skeg £359 
CX280/RX300 Pool £325 
Sport Spec 
Master 2/Lite/Flow 300/Creek 
280/Mountain 300/Attack;lllade £425 
WW Art Spec 
H2 Zone 245, 255/Microbat 230, 
240, 250 £599 
Attack/Acrobat 270, 275/Blade £575 
Ina Zone 220, 230, 240 £620 
Pro zone £680 

ESKIMO 
Kendoh.Diablo Evo, Cerro, Topo £599 
N/0, 1/Uadro £629 
Gecko Sport Trainer £299 

DAGGER 
Transition, Infrared, Redli~, Amams 
Outburst, RPM Max, RPM, vertigo £600 
Medieval, Vengeance £630 

PERCEPTION 
Dancer Pro/ Junior /XT £299 
Corisica Overflow;Pi'ouette/s/ss/ 
Whip-it;Whiplash £399 
Pro line Arc/Jtb/Soark £525 
3-01',lethodMettiod Air £575 
Mr Clean/PhaVUltra Clean £599 
Amp & Shock £599 
Race Fox Slalom/Navehopper £425 
Tourin& Carolina,/Capllva £350 
Sit-on Freedom/Torrent £315 
Freedom 2/five-O Surf £365 

Squirt Beach £250 
Freedom Surf £399 
OPEN CANOES 
Pyranha Rang_er 16/2 PE £5 75 
Pyranha R'Lrte Traveller 15/2, 16/2 £699 
Pyranha Prospector £940 
Pyranha Rob Roy £299 
Pyranha Rob Roy 2 £399 
Coleman 15, 16, 17 £559 
Old Town Discovery from £539 
Old Town Pathfinder £1,070 
Perception KrM £290 
Perception KrM 2 £309 

PADDLES 
Ainsworth 
KIOO Rim 
KlOO Rim Comp 
K 102 Polo Fibretech 
K 102 Polo Comp 
K103 Rim Lite 
KI 04 Professional 
KI 04 Professional Asy 
C!OO Rim 
ClOO Rim Comp 
C 104 Rim Dragon 
CI 04 Fibre Comp 
Gorilla 
Rodeo X £108.00 
Rodeo X HPS £130.00 
Rodeo X HPS Carbon £1 79.00 
Riverplay £80.00 
• 12 months guarantee on Gani/a blades 
~chlecal Topline Extreme £99.95 
Pyranha HP! Abs £19.95 

BUOYANCY AIDS 
Wlldwater 
Classic Shortie £39.00 
Instructor 2 Pocket £64.00 

£49.00 
£75.00 
£65.00 
£95.00 
£40.00 
£99.00 
£95.00 
£25.00 
£45.00 
£30.00 
£45.00 

Price Promise ... 
We guarantee to beat any 
advertised price in the U.K. 

BEST PRICES FOR 
SCHOOLS, CENTRES, 

SCOUT GROUPS 

RobinHood 
Watersports 

Expedition 5 Pocket 
Explorer Leader 
Cascade 
Yak 
Tribe 
Ocoee 
Dr D's 
Coppermme 
River Rock 
Te/O 
Zambezi 
Palm 
Centre Pullover 
Viper 
Xtrem Rescue Vest 
Np1ne Extreme 
Canyon S 

£104.00 
£139.00 
£69.00 
£34.00 
£49.00 
£49.00 
£93.00 
£87.00 
£77.00 

£139.00 

HELMETS 
AP2000 £26.00 
Wildwater Ad1ustable £28.00 
Wildwater M1d1 £33.00 
Wildwater Compehbon £24.00 
Protec £39.00. 
Shred Shredder £69.95 
Shred Fullmental Jacket £79.95 

SPRAYDECKS 
Yak Ong,nal Neoprene £49.00 
Yak Centre Taped plus reinforced £19.00 
Wildwater Zambes, Neo £59.00 
Wildwater Classic ADS £20.00 

WETSUITS 

Roho 3mm Long John £44.00 
Long John Junior £36.00 
Roho Curved Shorts £24.00 

PADDLE TOPS 
Yak Tempest 
River Rock Dry Twin Seal 
Yak Zephyr 
Yak Storm Dry Twin 
Wildwater lmpress1011 Twin 

Hotline Tel No.: 01924 444888. Fax: 01924 474529. E-mail: canoe@roho.co.uk Website: www.roho.co.uk 152 Leeds Road, Heckmondwike, W. Yorks. 

Phone 
44 

(0)1932 
247978 

~ 

The Finest canoe ShoP in the Universe! 

Fax 
44 

(0)1932 
241368 
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BCU-AGM 
Federalisation 

iriPUt & ideas 
Saturday 11 March will go down in the history 
books of British Canoeing as the day that it was 
formally agreed to set up a new English Canoe 
Association and to re position the BCU as a truly 
federal organisation, representing the four National 
Associations in England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland. 

The new BCU will concentrate on setting Coaching 
standards across the UK, Performance and 
International Affairs 

Alan Edge - 
England's Coach of the Year 
The National Coaching Foundation presented their Coach of the 
Year Award to Alan Edge. The award took place at the 
Millennium Sports Awards at Leeds Town Hall and was made in 
recognition of Alan's outstanding contribution to Coaching both 
within Canoe Slalom and to coaching in general 

NCH Action for Children 
Following the launch of the BCU's year of Paddlesport at the 
International Canoe Exhibition, several activities are being 
planned in collaboration with NCH Action For Children. One of 
these is a World record attempt by Rutland Canoe Club to 
establish the world's largest free floating raft. 

The club don't just want to break the record they want to 
smash it. The aim is to get 2000 kayaks and canoes onto 
Rutland Water. 

The record attempt is planned for 1st October 2000 and 
information and booking forms are available by sending an SAE 
to: Raft 2000, Ariglian Water Watersports Centre, Rutland Water 
Whitwell, Empingham, Rutland, LE1 S 8B 

Access in the Open 
Countryside 
Our December issue of Canoe Focus enclosed a leaflet asking all 
members to support the BCU lobby for more Access by writing to 
their MP etc. Our sincere thanks go to the eighty canoeists that 
gave their support, However with so few letters it is perhaps not 
surprising that the access provisions of the draft Countryside 
and Rights of Way Bill specifically do not apply to a person who 
uses a vessel on any non-tidal water. 

International Canoe 
Exhibition 
Thanks go to our new International Canoe Exhibition organiser 
Brian Stan bridge for organising this year's successful event. 

We hope to confirm the arrangements for next years 
exhibition in the very near future. 

Chief 
Executive 
Paul Owen 

Millennium Paddler Awards 
The BCU will be making some special awards during this 
millennium year to celebrate the achievement of people who 
have helped canoeing develop at a club/ local level over a 
number of years. It is to recognise at least 2000 years of help 
given by volunteers to canoeing. 

A leaflet detailing the Award is available by sending an SAE 
to the BCU Office 

World. Class Performance 
Great news as we close for press, our World Class Performance 
grant has been extended to 31 March 2001. However, although 
this secures the immediate future it is disappointing that the four 
year plans which we normally work to, securing stability, 
efficiency and our ability to employ staff in a responsible manner 
amounts to a series of short term funding agreements. 

World Class Potential 
We are informed that our World Class Potential grant will be 
discussed at the next lottery panel meeting and that we should 
have news at the beginning of April. 

World Class Start 
A planing team has been established to produce our bid for World 
Class Start funding which will be submitted later in the year. 

Accommodation 
Progress continues with working towards the National 
Development Centre for Canoeing at Holme Pierrepont. To assist 
in the short to medium term the BCU has rented the ELMS 
(adjacent to NWSC) to house the Performance Department. 

Marathon Worlds and 
Nationals Web Sites 
Web sites for both the Marathon World Championships 2001 
(incorporating the World Cup 2000) and this years National 
Championships will be released shortly so look out for:- 

Worlds and World Cup 2001 
www.worldcanoemar-stockton.co. u k 
Nationals 
www.marathon-championships.co.uk 

Organisers of the National Championships in Reading advise 
that this year's event will be to a new format, with provision for 
both National Champions and Divisional Champions and a race 
for Lightning's. This year's Championships will be held on 24/25 
June. 
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BCU YEAR BOOK 
2000 UPDATES 

Page 22 - Wensum 
Osprey CC, Nigel S 

Emmerson. 
Tel No. Should be 

01328 864062 

Page 23 - East 
Midlands web site 
www.bcueastmids. 

freeserve.co.uk 
Email: webmaster@ 

bcueastmids. 
freeserve.co.uk 

Email for the 
secretary: secretary@ 

bcueastmids. 
freeserve.co.uk 

Page 24 - Matlock 
Canoe Club - New 

Secretary, Ms Elaine 
Smith, 171 Beauvale 

Drive, llkeston, 
Derby SE7 8RZ 

Tel: 0115 9306947 

Freestyle Wortds Success PeakUK finished 1999 with another successful 
competition run at the World Freestyle 

Championships in New Zealand. The combination of 
PeakUK Kayaking Wear and Riot Kayaks made 
themselves ever more present with more joint medal 
wins for the PeakUK/Riot team than any other 
software/kayak manufacturer partnership. Great 
Britain's Andy 'Nice Boy' Nicholl won Silver in the C1 
class, along with Brad Luddon (USA) in Juniors and 
Corran Addison (RSA) in the Men's K1. All the other 
athletes wearing PeakUK kit (40 in total) performed 
very well. Alex Nicks (GB) placing a creditable 5th in 
his first worlds and Adam White 7th in the Squirt. Both 
these were the highest placed Brits in their respective 
categories and wearing the spangly Union Jack design 
PeakUK GB team wear. We would like to congratulate 
all our paddlers at the championships - Team JPN, Riot 
Kayaks, and all you others who know who you are!, 
you all paddled well. 

Big Canoe Club 
Membership open to any group, club, person, ten person open 
canoe trips, on canals, lakes, rivers, estuaries, not for profit 
project, give you club a different experience! Club run by Dave 
Hart, BCU IV coach and committee. Tel 01691 659280. 

P&H Sea Kayaks is part of The P&H Company, Station Road, West Hallam, Derbys. 

DE7 6HB. England Tel: +44 (0) I 15 932 0 I 55 Fax: +44 (0) I 15 932 7177 
~()l',tlJ 
Specialists in sea kayak design 

since 1979 
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John Turner (1936 - 1999) 
John started his working life as an apprentice carpenter and 
joiner in Merthyr Tydfil, where he worked for some years before 
taking up a teaching post in London. 

It was whilst in London, in the 'Sixties', that he took up 
canoeing and was a member of a club in Waltham Forest. On 
returning to Wales eleven years later, he continued with his 
canoeing activities and founded Aberfan Canoe Club, of which 
he was later to become President and which in 1999 celebrated 
its 25th Anniversary. 

John was an enthusiastic Coach and was always 
encouraging others, especially Juniors on the river. His shout of 
"Come on - Keep Paddling" could frequently be heard. In fact it 
was teaching youngsters to develop their skills that gave him 
the greatest satisfaction. 

Many trips were run on local rivers as well as weekends in 
Bala, Llangollen, etc., and all were remembered for one hilarious 
reason or another. Yet, all the time, largely through his 
enthusiasm and stubborn determination the Club was steadily 

developing. Grants were obtained, new disciplines were 
introduced, equipment vastly improved and the Club has gone 
from strength to strength. This is his legacy which the Members 
of Aberfan Canoe Club will all take into the future. 

John's passing was a blow to all his many friends. Although 
very ill over the last eighteen months he never once complained. 
His good humour and strength of character carried him through. 

He will be sadly missed by his many friends in the canoeing 
fraternity. 

Scouts Sea Kayaks 
Last April Canoe Focus carried an advertisement from us asking 
for information about a theft of 4 Skerray Sea Kayaks from the 
Skelmersdale area on 1st or 2nd March 1999. As a result of this 
advert and other requests sent through BCU Canoe Clubs, I 
received a significant number of calls with information, advice, 
sympathy and encouragement. I would like to thank, through 
Canoe Focus, all those people who called, kept a weather eye 
open for our boats and made offers of help in loaning boats, 
identified replacements and made suggestion where I could 
borrow or hire boats to keep our programme going. 

As a result of information received 3 of the stolen boats were 
recovered in West Lancashire shortly before Christmas and are now 
back in action with the Group. Thanks to everyone who helped us 
recover our kayaks. Too many people called me to thank personally, 
if you see us, on land or water, please introduce yourself so that I 
can thank you again! We still have one turquoise rotomoulded 
Skerray missing is anyone know its whereabouts. 

John Lechmere 51st Onnskirk Scout Group 01695 632434. 

BCU YEAR BOOK 
2000 UPDATES 
Page 27 - YPaddle 
Canoe Club,lnterests 
should include "B" 
Slalom 
Page 27 - 
Hammersmith & 
Fulham.Email: 
talstein@fsa.gov.uk 

Page 28 - 
Shepperton 
Slalom CC Website: 
www.sheppertonscc. 
freeserve.co.uk 

Page 34 - Cherwell 
Canoe Club. The 
telephone number 
given should not be 
Used. No new 
contact number has 
been given. 

Courses 2000/2001 
All Level 3 Training 
and Assessment and 
Five Star courses for 
organiser 033 should 
read Sea and NOT 
Kayak. 

Engineered 10 -\ 

uertectio 
Lendal launches the first truly collapsible 
paddle and it promises to be the most 
revolutionary development in paddle 
technology ever. It is engineered to 
perfection andutilises the Paddlok™ System. 

The possibilities are endless, you can store it, 
change the blades, alter left to right hand and 
even carry one as a spare! 

So ... if you were wondering, 
is collapsible better? 
Well now you know! 

Tel: 01292 478558 
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Page 36 - Fowey 
River CC Email: 
titch turner@ 

yahoo_com 
Website: 

www_ foweyri vercano 
eing.fsnet.co.uk/ 

Page 43 - Lower 
Wharfe CC C/0 

Martin Sanderson,34 
Keble Park Crescent, 
Bishopthorpe, York. 

N. Yorks 
Tel: 01904 705 827 

Email: mcs.sandbish 
@tesco.net 

Page 43-The 
Shoddy Mungo 

Paddlers, C/P Mrs A 
Gray, 17 Benonley 

Road, Almondbury, 
Huddersfield. 

HD5 SLR 
Tel: 01484 304776 

Sudbury Canoe 
Club cJo Micheal R 
Dodd, 2 Carbonels, 
Great Waldingfield, 

Sudbury, Suffolk, 
C010 ORQ, 

mickyd@bcuinternet. 
mm 01787 373 290 

Volunteers Wanted for a Dirty 
Weekend 

The Waterway Recovery 
Group (WRG) wants more 
students to help them make 
their 30th anniversary year 
their most successful ever. 
This year, WRG is organising 
twenty-two canal 
restoration working holidays 

throughout the country. If enough volunteers come forward, 
several projects could be completed, including an entire canal 
basin at Over (near Gloucester), restoration of lock gates on the 
Derby and Droitwich Canals and a new slipway on the Wey & 
Arun Canal. 

Visit the WRG website for all the latest information, news, 
reports and photographs at www.wrg.org.uk. A free information 
pack is available from the WRG Head Office at PO Box 114, 
Rickmansworth, WD3 1 ZV, which gives details of all the 
Canal Caps this year. 

Symonds Vat Rapids. 
Good news.Fundraising to date in excess of £36,500. 
Lottery Bid has been lodged. Negotiating the final stage of legal 
option to purchase. Initial target for phase one fundraising 
£52,500 to support a successful Lottery Bid. Therefore we need 
another £16,000 to reach our initial target. 

This should be sufficient as matched funding for our Lottery 
Bid to purchase the Rapids and to obtain all the necessary 
formal consents to be able to legally carry out the project. 

Once that stage has been reached we need to find funding 
for the in-river and other works and make provision for running 
costs. We need your help now to raise £16,000. Numbered 
Prints of Lisel Walker's oil painting of Symonds Vat Rapids are 
available at the special price of £18,00 (pus postage and 
packing £2.50) 

Please send donations and pledges to Veronica Westlake. 
(Cheques made payable to S\'RPG - also Credit card facilities) 
Contact: Veronica Westlake, 33 Golden Vale, Churchdown, 
Gloucester, GL3 2LU Tel/Fax: 01452 531218. 

River Wye Valley Cycleway 
The proposed 50 mile traffic-free cycleway linking Chepstow, 
Tintern, Monmouth, Ross and Hereford is now getting into gear. 

Roger Withers, a Chartered Town Planner, was appointed 
last year as project officer to pull the project together. Roger has 
wide experience both in this country and abroad including 
working on the Hadrian's Way national cycle route section of the 
Hadrian's Wall Path National Trail. 

He is working on an Environmental Impact Assessment 
Feasibility report bringing together past studies and informal 
consultations. This in close liaison with the Local Authorities and 
Environmental bodies. Also, of course, Sustrans. 

His report will lead to a formal public consultation later this 
summer. The final report will then follow setting out the options 

Tunnel Hulled-Canadians 
lf~a,,,StcJJ,e-4~M~ 
for PADDLING, SAILING + GAMES 

Polycraft Novelty Games for 4 or 6 paddlers - 
Over, under, and around obstacles, games, jousting++ 

Regional Winner "John Logie Baird Award" 
Featured in the BBC series " Monarch of the Glen" Showing on the 

2nd April 2000 

+ Kl, K2, POLO + SAILING SEA KAYAKS 
+ CANADIAN CANOES 

Pn~, _ Sandpoint Marina, Woodyard 
Rd, Dumbarton, G82 4BG 

Tel: 01389 609 879 Fax: 01389 762 835 
E-mail: Polycraft@tesco.net 
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and address funding and what can realistically be achieved. 
Roger who is based at the Wye Valley A.O.N.B. office in 

Monmouth sees the project as an opportunity to enhance 
sustainable tourism and to help conserve this internationally 
important heritage landscape. 

Among many things Roger has evaluated the different 
habitats along the route including counting bats in the disused 
railway tunnels. For more information contact Roger Withers 
on Tel: 01600 772746. 

Desert Challenge - Five sports 
in five days -for charity , . · I The charity's hottest sports challenge to date is set 

1,_ · · ·. \; in the foothills of the Atlas Mountains. You'll have 
the opportunity to run a half-marathon through 
spacious desert and farmland; cycle through the 
gorges of Dades across mountain passes and abseil 
down the magnificent cliff faces. The Barrage El 
Mansour Eddahbi, the spectacular 30km stretch of 
blue water set in the dramatic red desert 
landscape, will be where you take part in a tough 
canoeing course. 
You only have to raise £1,900 each, which covers 

this unique trip in September and includes food and 
accommodation with expert training on hand throughout. 
United Response is a national charity supporting people with 
learning disabilities and mental health problems. The challenge 
is open to anyone but the number of places is limited. For an 

information pack and tips on fundraising, phone Jill Birch at 
United Response on 0208 246 5208 or email on 
morocco@un i ted-response.co. uk. 

'Extreme Sports Zone' 
Never before has it been so easy to pursue the world's most 
exciting sporting activities such as windsurfing, sailing, 
snowboarding, skating, rock climbing and skiing. Devotees of 
adventure sports can now buy and sell specialist equipment on 
the Internet at the new 'Extreme Sports' zone on eBay UK 
(www.ebay.co.uk), the country's leading person-to-person 
online trading community. 

British Classified Paddling 
Ads Site 
This is a new web site, which is devoted to the British Canoeists 
and Kayakers who want second hand equipment. You can place 
an ad for FREE and choose to place your ad in the 'for sale' 
section or the 'wanted section' along with all the other items 
listed. Visit www.BCPAds.co.uk 

MBE - David Cosstick 
Trainer Assessor David Cosstick of W.R Canoe Club was awarded 
an MBE in the New Year Honours lists. David is soon retire from 
the police service and we wish him a long (and wet) retirement. 
"We are both delighted for him and proud and pleased to have 
David as one of White Rose CC's Members". 

Page 47 - Westel 
Tourist Trial, 
Basingstoke canal 3 - 
30 miles should be 
23 July 2000 - 
contact 25 Jeff 
Simmons 

Page 112 - Stuart 
Woodward 
Email should read 
canoecontrol@ 
aswatersports.co.uk 

Page 112 - Bowels 
Outdoors Centre 
Telephone Number 
should be 01892 
665665 

Tees Side date from 
20/21 st May to the 
617th May. 

25th June 2000 
Westel Tourist Trial - 
Basingstoke canal 3 - 
30 miles. Should be 
23rd July 2000 

It's a DEAL, It's a STEAL, 
It's the Min 20°/o 

Desperate Measures 

0115 981 6815 
Min 20°/o off most items in stock 
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Hull 
International 

Polo 
Competition 

This year's event will 
again take place on the 
waters surrounding the 
Princes Dock shopping 

complex on the 
weekend of 1st and 
2nd July. For more 

information please visit 
the website. 

http://www.ourhouse. 
karoo.net/krak.htm 

PeakUK Whitewater 
Challenge. Series 2000 
The only multi discipline events series is back. This year we are 
focusing on three events in three prime sites so we can funnel 
our energies into these and pull off the finest series to date (we 
hope!). The overall format will stay the same as previous years 
with a downriver race, extreme slalom and freestyle all forming 
part of each event, taking place over a whole weekend of 
paddling on the site. All three sites call for small individual 
changes to the way the events are run, so you can expect some 
novel variations! 

As before, each event will stand on its own, but they'll also 
be combined to form a series, the Nottingham Paddlefest 
concluding as usual. This year is of special importance because 
in September at Nottingham, PeakUK (formally Peak 
Performance) are celebrating their 10th birthday. I can't reveal 
any details as yet, but you really do want to be there, we are 
gonna enjoy that one you can be sure! Tickets for the events will 
be on sale throughout the country. Dates for the series are as 
follows; 

April 8/9th Tryweryn, Bala 
May 20/21 st Tees Side Whitewater Course 
September 23124th BCU Paddlefest, Nottingham. 
For more information contact PeakUK by email on 

challenge@peakuk.com or tel. 01629 581222. More 
information will be posted on the web at a later date. 

Conwy Ascent 2000 
This year the Conwy Ascent combined race and tour will be on 
Saturday 6 May. The date has been chosen to coincide with a big 
tide which should result in some fast times and pleasant touring. 

As usual the race is split into three classes, each with its 
own start: Touring Canadians, Singles and Doubles. Tourers can 
set off anytime within a 90 min window. The course starts on 
the shore near the Conwy marina, goes up through the busy 
harbour area and past the castle into a wide area where the 
fastest route is up the middle. Then the river becomes narrower 
and twists and turns past wooded slopes and through reed beds 
before reaching the finish at Dolgarrog. 

All paddlers receive an event memento and a snack at the 
pub afterwards. For details contact Penny Wingfield on 
01492 660720 at Haere Mei, Castell, Tai y Bont, 
www.dcpadd)ers.fsnet.eo.uk/conwy ascent/ 

OCSG Events Calendar 2000 
15/16 Apr Start the Season 
Walter Green 01254 56116 
6/7 May Cruising with Ken 
Eddie Palmer 01307820454 
20/21 May Spring Weekend 
Kevin Leahy 01539535979 
10/11 Jun Coastal Canoeing 
Keith Morris 01539534638 
Training Workshop 
1/2 Jul Welsh Weekend 
Lis Woods 01248671056 
22/23 Jul The Lakes Classic 
John Eyles 01768352645 

Hollingworth, Lanes 

Loch Ken, Dumfries 

Coniston, Cumbria 
Dave Paskett 01539533878 
Menai Straits, Gwynedd 

Bala, Gwynedd 

Ullswater, Cumbria 

The Boston Charter Marathon 
and Tour Sunday 7th May 2000 
This event celebrates the 456th anniversary of Boston gaining its 
Royal Charter. 

Venue: Boston Course; River Witham - The Haven (tidal 
section)- Maud Foster Drain - Frith Drain - River Witham. 

The check in and startinqpoint is the SLCC (South Lines. 
Canoe Centre}, Witham Town, Boston, Lines. 

Parking: Ample parking will be available at he above 
venue. NB: all property is left at owners risk. 

Timetable: Check in: 08.00 - 08.30; Start: 09.00; 
Presentations: 13.00 (approx.) 

Equipment Hire: The hiring of general purpose, single - 
seater Kayaks is possible. Please contact the organiser (Gerry 
Gibbons 01406 371378 email gerry@gibbonscycles.co.uk.) 
for further information. 

Inland Wayerways Challenge 
On 25 September- 29 September 2000 one of the UK's leading 
child care charities, NCH Action For Children, together with the 
British Canoe Union, will be asking children and adults to take to 
the water in canoes for the Inland Waterways Challenge to help 
raise £50,000 for the Charity's work with vulnerable children, 
young people and their families. 

The British Canoe Union run an exciting canoe event every 
year which involves canoe races, white water challenges and 
workshops. The Inland Waterways Challenge will be joining this 
year's event and aims to set a new world record to get as many 
people canoeing in the UK during the Challenge. 

International Sea Kayaking 
Festival 
The above event is being organised by north west sea kayakers 
on behalf of iska. Dates are 1-9 July. Venue Outdoor alternative 
cerrig yr adar rhoscolyn Anglesey LL65 2NQ Phone/fax: 01407 
860469 email centre@outdooralternative.org. 

Booking direct to the centre. Good opportunity for those 
seeking insight into sea kayaking plenty of big boys trips for the 
more experienced. 

The North West Sea Kayakers, now there's a sad bunch of 
miseries if ever there was, have caught the Millennium bug. Our 
postponed New Year's party will be at Anglesey in July (well it is 
warmer and the baby sitters are cheaper). 

The North West Sea Kayakers are hosting that mother of all 
parties a sea kayaking extravaganza at Rhoscolyn Anglesey this 
is your invitation. If you are old and crusty enough to remember 
the days before symposiums became the rage, or perhaps you 
are to young to know the joys of a sea kayaking party without 
tests, exams or tidetables this is pure '70s' revival. Turn up be 
competent to paddle at your own level. Hang loose as the ole git 
says and do some self organised paddling, partying or chilling. 

Get that glitter flake boat out of the attic, get that Vango 
force 10. Grow a straggly beard (women can have stick on ones) 
and get on down there. 

Bookings direct to Ian Wright Outdoor Alternative, 
Cerrig yr Adar, Rhoscolyn, Anglesey, LL65 2NQ. Phone or 
fax 01407 860469. Email centre@outdooralternative.org. 

~ 
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ST.CROIX 
R·SERIES 14.5' 

TETON 
R·SERIES 16' 

Skeptics tell us that "a rota-molded 
polyethylene canoe can't look that 
good." It can, and it gets better - 
the R-Series canoes' low prices defy 
belief, too. 

Right side up is important Mad River's 
unique shallow vee hull (as seen on our 
classic Explorer) keeps you upright and 
smiting, even Y<hen the going gets rough. 

Whitewater Consultancy 
International Limited 

Freephone Order Hotline: 0500 118051 
Enquiries: +44 (0)1267 223555 

sales@wwc.co.uk 
http://www.wwc.co.uk 
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WHAT'S ON 
Leicestershire 

Schools Canoeing 
Association 

Flat Water Slalom 
and Diamond 

Slalom 
Leicester OPC 12th 

March 2000 
Novice and 

Intermediate 
paddlers aged 8 to 

18. 
Cost £1.50 per 

paddler plus 50p 
per event 

Team Relay Race 
Leicester OPC 2nd 

April 2000 
Intermediate 

paddlers aged 8 to 
18 

Team of 4 race in 
relay over 10 miles 

Cost £2. 50 per 
paddler 

Lightning Regatta 
Leicester OPC May 

2000 
Novice and 

intermediate 
paddlers aged 8 to 

18 
Various events 

For more details 
contact Angie 

Hampton 0116 267 
4428. 

/ 

Bridge-End Outdoor Centre 
Burra Isle Shetland 7 -1 o July 2000 
The 2000 Shetland Sea Kayak Symposium will be based at the 
Bridge End Outdoor Centre on the Island of Burra, which is 
connected to Mainland Shetland via another island and two 
bridges. The centre itself has good facilities and we will also be 
using the nearby Bridge End Hall for catering and lectures. The 
centre is approximately 20 minutes drive from Shetland's main 
town, Lerwick, which has excellent leisure facilities and a wide 
range of shops. 

There will be practical sessions, on-the-water skills sessions, 
group sessions, lectures and talks about a variety of subjects, 
slide shows and also guided paddle trips - something for 
everyone. It is anticipated that sea kayak and equipment 
manufacturers will be represented with demonstration items 
being available to try. Costs have not been set yet as the event is 
still some way off, however, it is a non profit making event and 
we will make every effort to drive the prices down. 

Register your interest now, it is not too early, by contacting 
Tom Smith, Sunshine Cottage, Bridge-End, Burra, Shetland, 
Tel 01595 859647. Email Tom@televiradio.demon.co.uk. 

Eskimo Sundayleague a the 
Canolfan Tryweryn. 
The Eskimo Sunday League is a fun freestyle competition aimed at 
those paddlers who wish to try freestyle competition out in a less 
than serious atmosphere. It is an open competition so anybody 
can pay their pound and enter, whether you are a top paddler 
and/or a complete wally. You are normally given two 45 second 
runs at the NRA Bridge plus you have to do a fun compulsory 
move such as a disco hand wave. Points are awarded for each 
competition which are accumulated in such away that we can give 
prizes throughout the year. Only non-sponsored paddlers are 
eligible for the prizes. It is held on the first Sunday of the month 
when the site is open and there is a water release. Always check 
the Canolfan Tryweryn's water help line before you travel. The 
telephone number is 01678 520826. 

Time Event 
10.0 Meet in the cafe 
11.0 A fun paddle down from the top of the site. Normally 

expert paddlers will be around so you can try what they do. 
12.0 Possible informal coaching at the NRA Bridge. Plus a 

chance to try out Eskimo boats and Werner paddlers. 
13.0 Eskimo Sunday League fun freestyle event. 'It's not about 

winning but beating your mates'. 
15.30 Showing off the video footage taken of the event plus the 

posting of the results. 
What ever time you arrive you must buy a day ticket from 

the Canolfan Tryweryn reception desk. 
For more details and help phone Dave Ayres on 01678 

521567 or visit our web site for the link; http://paddle to. 
Further details about the Canolfan Tryweryn can be found on 
their web site; www.welsh-canoeing.org.uk 

All the money that is taken goes to WCA Freestyle 
Development. We intend to run formal coaching sessions during 
the year so keep in contact if you are interested. 

Probable dates: 2nd Apr, 7th May, 4th June, 25th June (Wet 
Fest), 2nd July, 6th Aug, 3rd Sep, 1st Oct, 5th Nov, 3rd Dec. 
Dependant on water releases and other events. 

Pershore Camp Weekend 
River Avon 7/8/9th July 2000 
Wychavon Canoe Club are organising yet another fun packed 
weekend in Pershore, Worcestershire for canoeists, their families, 
clubs and groups. We cater for all level Canoeists, Canadians 
and Kayaks, whether novice, experienced or instructor level 
there will be something for you, so please bring your own kit 
and have some fun. The weekend starts from approx. 6 pm on 
Friday 7th July at Pershore Rugby Club, Wyre Piddle, Pershore. 

To reserve your place(s) for the weekend or ask any 
questions about the event, please contact: Clive Pearson, 8 
Holloway, Pershore, Worcestershire, WR10 1 HW. Tel: 
01386 554130, Mobile: 0771 835674, email: 
cl i ve.pearson@mailexcite.com. 

The Mayan World Canoe 
Challenge, Belize April 2001. 
In aid of The Royal Scottish Geographical Society. 
This canoe expedition has been designed as a river trip, not a 
race. You will be paddling two person canoes and we will 
ensure that the teams are well balanced. The aim of the trip is to 
allow you to explore Belize and to get a real feel for the country 
and its people. You will need to be able to cover about 30 miles 
a day and will paddle in small groups. You can chose whom you 
want to paddle with and can move in and out of the groups. 

The costs are in the region of £1300 per person but will 
depend on the numbers taking part. All other money raised by 
you over this amount goes to the RSGS. For more information 
contact: Simon Hamilton, Three Hands, 10a Crown Gardens, 
Glasgow, G12 9HL, 0141 341 0627. 

Conwy Ascent, 6th May 2000 
Check it out at www.dcpaddlers.fsnet.co.uk/conwy ascent/ 
April 8/9th Peak White Water Challenge, Tryweryn, Bala 

Contact 01629 581222 
May 617th Splashout/Peak White Water Challenge, Teeside 

Contact 01629 581222 
20/21 st Nottingham Revolution 

British Canoe Union Freestyle Committee AGM 
Contact Chris Taudevin 0378 141660 

June 3/4th Bitches, St Davids 
Contact Twr-y-Felin 01437 721611 

24/25th Tryweryn Wetfest, North Wales 
Contact 01678 521567 

Tryweryn Wet Fest '2 K 
24- 25th June 2000 
More fun than competition is what the Wet Fest is all about. For 
this year the following activities are on offer:- 
• Nookie coaching on freestyle and river running techniques. 
• Eurocraft inflatable donkey competition plus other blow-up toys. 
• Mobile Adventure canoe races, river running and freestyle 

competitions 
• The Phil Blain Challenge, an over 49s river running competition 
• River funning and races with prizes from Eskimo an other 

manufacturers 
• Freestyle competitions for National Ranking 
• All types of doubles races and river running events 
• Long boat, wild moves fun competitions 
• Boot sale of old canoeing gear 
• Saturday night, good fun and wicked games 

For more details: Tryweryn Wet Fest '2K, Ty lsaf, Fron 
Goch, Bala, Gwynedd, LL23 7NU. Tel: 01678 521567 

email: hairy@paddle.to Web site:http://members. 
tripod.com/-wetfun/ or via http://paddle.to 
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BROOKBANK 
CANOES, KAYAKS, ACCESSORIES 

• CANOES, KAYAKS 
AND ACCESSORIES 
FROM ALL THE MAIN 
MANUFACTURERS 

• MAIL ORDER SERVICE 

• CONTRACT PRICES FOR 
GROUPS, CENTRES, 
CLUBS,ETC 

• LARGE WELL STOCKED 
SHOWROOM 

• DEMO/HIRE BOATS 

Kayak and Canoe 
programme for beginners, 
advanced and instructor. 

Well stocked shop with 
extensive range of Kayaks 
and equipment. 

Sea kayaking and 
Whitewater trips to Spain. 

BROOKBANK 
Unit 23 

Meadow Industrial Estate, 
Water Street, Stockport 

Cheshire SK I 2BX. 
Freeehone Hotline 
080U 542 6782 
Fax: 0161 474 1411 

e-mail mark@brookbank.demon.co.uk 
www.brookbank.demon.co.uk 

--&...,L .• 
Woodmill Lane, Swaythling, 
Southampton. SO18 2JR ~- SOlTH,\\IPTO, 
"B' 02380 555993 Fax 02380 556641 ~CITY cor:,CIL 
http://www.woodmill.co.uk 

www.sportsquest.co.uk 
ON-LINE TRAD:ING 

SELL - BUY - WANTED 
SPORTS GOODS 

HOLIDAYS - GIFTS 

LOST - STOLEN - PARTNERS 
CHARITY CHALLENGES - 

NOTICEBOARD 

JOBS VACANT - JOBS WANTED 
sales@sportsquest.co.uk 

Contact: Don Cook 
01483 576273 

OEL 
WATERSPORTS 

Holt Fleet, 
Nr Worcester, WR6 6NW. 

Tel: (01905) 455311 
Fax: 08707 400258 

HTTP://www.joelwatersports.co.uk 
email:sales@joelwatersports.co.uk 

For all your Kayaking & 
Canoeing requirements 

Large and wide range of stock 
Discounted prices call for details 

Friendly Expert Advice 
Speedy Mail Order Service 
Colour brochures available 

VISA ••••• 
Located off A4133, adjacent 

to river bridge 

SCOTTISH PADDLER SUPPLIES 
3 Whiterigg, Dunning Glen, Dollar, FK14 ?LB, SCOTLAND Phone 01259 781 491 Fax 01259 781 620 Web site: www.kayak.co.uk Email: sps@globalnet.co.uk 

The U. K's leading specialist mail order supplier of kayaks, canoes and equipment, delivered to your door. 
From ACE Kayaks and Admiralty charts TO Z-rest sleeping mats and Zippo lighters 

u. K. AND INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTERS OF THE t<a':lat< ca~er( S':IS7reMS RANGE 
PRACTICAL AND INNOVATIVE KAYAK AND CANOE TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT; 

DUAL PURPOSE TROLLEY & CAR LOADERS, EASYLOADERS, KAYAK & CANOE CRADLES, 
STRAPS AND PORTAGE SLINGS 

SEA KA YAK SPECIALISTS 
U.K. IMPORTERS OF THE Feathercraft RANGE OF FOLDING KA YAKS AND ANY FOLDING CANOES 

CATALOGUES, BROCHURES AND PRICE LISTS ON REQUEST 
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It may even fail during that final mental checklist, as you head 
off to your destination. But you can guarantee that as you're 

sitting comfortably in your boat ready to push out into the flow it 
will suddenly return. In this case it may have been triggered by 
something physical, or rather, by something that definitely 
wasn't. "Spraydeck!" yelled Tom, "Where's my Spraydeck?" 

Perhaps when you're cruising along the Bude canal a spraydeck doesn't 
really matter but on a descent of the East Lyn river a spraydeck is kinda 
useful. The Lyn, running steeply off the Exmoor hills in North Devon, is a 
river that commands respect from the word go and no matter how bazaar 
our solutions to the problem, the simple fact was no spraydeck, no chance. 

Our party was make up of an elite band of West Country paddlers 
(admittedly prone to memory loss). Firstly Rory Sacree, who actually had 
remembered his spraydeck, son of the famous Jeff Sacree manufacturer of 
Gecko headgear. and instructor with Shoreline Outdoor pursuits (where he 
has to admit to loosing the occasional surfboard or two). Next the days 
subject of ridicule Tom lggledon, Cornish through and though and supremo 
in the surf- admits to lapses in the past like the day he won the Inter Celtic 
surf championships and couldn't even remember getting into the water. 
Compared to their history fellow paddlers Simon Hammond and Matt 
Britton seemed almost reliable. Simon had, after all, remembered his route 

,-all the way from Bude to the river and as it turned out Matt could still 
remember how to get out of his boat and swim instead of being re 
circulated at the base of a particularly nasty drop. 

We'll just have to run it twice 
So our solution, we'll just have to run it twice. Personally speaking, and 
exciting as it is, running the Lyn once in a day and getting sway with it, is 
lenty enough for me, but as it's a short stretch of water and we were there 

early, a double run was perfectly feasible. We agreed to flip a coin at the end 
of the first run with the winner giving his spraydeck to Tom for the second. 

Having not rained for 12 hours the water level was just on the lower 
side of ideal. For the Lyn this meant that the run to the gorge would be 
more technical than normal, the gorge itself would be as formidable as 
ever and that there would be an increased risk of pinning on the final leg 
to the coast. Lovely! Not far from the start it was Rory's memory that was 
the first to be topped up after a sharp drop into a boiling pool. And his 
now permanently imprinted memory is 'if you try multiple hand rolls in a 
shallow gully you will eventually bang your head'. On a positive note, he 
was at least able to assess the value of his dads helmet design. 

However, it was Matt's escape during the second section in the gorge 
that was most impressive. The final approach to this diagonal drop 
involves some accurate positioning along a roller coaster under cut 
channel. Perhaps the memory loss virus choose that moment to hit as 
Matt's idea of accurate positioning suddenly appeared to be 'side on and 
slightly backwards to the flow!' The drilling he then received was only to 
be expected, memory returning around his second submarine survey of 
the fall. I have to say his 'capsize drill' was performed with style and his 
'hanging onto a rock' technique looked well practised. 

Matt volunteered (or was it insisted) that it would be his spraydeck and 
not actually himself who would run the river again. Back up the hill at 
Watersmeet Tom patiently listened to the obligatory horror stories with a 
rapidly disintegrating smile and then we were off to run the gauntlet again. 
I have to say that we were all aware of the implications of rushing a second 
run and so took our time setting up cover as we'd done before. 

Tom obviously hadn't been psyched out during his wait and ran the 
river without a hitch that was until he got well and truly broached 300 m 
from the end. Despite this very public humiliation right in the middle of 
Lyn mouth Tom's departing words echoed all of our thoughts - what a 
brilliant river. 

Oh and the answer to Tom's question 'Where's my spraydeck' well its 
still with Simon Cass and its time to give it back! • 
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news &irifO 
Access 

Officers 
In the Yearbook we 
showed that there 

was a vacancy for a 
local access officer 
for the Great Ouse 
between Newport 

Pagnell and Olney; in 
fact we have a local 
access officer, who is 
Keith Whitehead, 
9 Hydrus Drive, 

Leighton Buzzard, 
Beds LU7 SUL, 

tel: 01525 371728. 
The address for Tony 

Hill, local access 
officer for the River 
Hamble, should be 

amended to 
3 Catherine Close, 

West End, 
Southampton 

SO30 2GH, 
tel: 01703 472623. 
As can be seen from 
the BCU Yearbook 
there are quite a 
number of rivers 

without local access 
officers; if you can fill 

one of these 
vacancies, please get 

in touch with your 
regional access 

officer. 

BCU Right to Roam 
Thank you to all members and clubs who have sent us 
copies of their letters to MPs plus any replies they received. 
If you have not already done so, please let the BCU 
Development Service at Nottingham have a copies of your 
responses. As we write this paragraph we are expecting 
any day to see the publication of what will be the 
government's 'Countryside Amenity and Conservation Bill'. 
The more responses there are, the more likely that canoeing 
will be taken seriously. Replies received to date do not give 
us hope that the needs of canoeists will be included in the 
Bill; the government continues to point to the access 
agreement route to secure more canoeing waters. 

The reply to our letter came from Chris Mullin MP, 
Parliamentary Secretary of State for the DETR. 
We have written to him to object to his view that existing 
powers can be used to secure agreements; no canoeing 
agreements have resulted for these powers since the 1949 
Access to the Countryside Act became law. We welcomed the 
stated government intention to promote recreational use of 
rivers, but pointed out that that not much will happen to help 
canoeists so long as there is no statutory obligation on 
landowners to enter into agreements. 

Lobbying 
There are frequently issues, many of them local, on which 
lobbying support by members would be very helpful. Passing 
information on such issues through Canoe Focus is seldom quick 
enough. We are therefore building up a list of members and club 
officers, who are willing to contact local media, local councillors, 
MPs and others as needs arise. We can then email or mail those 
individuals at short notice with the necessary background 
information. If you can help canoeing in this way, please let your 
Regional Access Officer have your name and contact details. 

River Lune 
After the deadline for the February Canoe Focus we received a 
letter from the solicitors acting for the riparian owners of 
approximately 1 km river left downstream from the A684 bridge 
(map ref 632923) near Sedburgh. The letter warns us that 
permission will not be given to canoe this part of the river. They 
have given notice that canoeists, who trespass on this water, 
will be prosecuted. The local access team, supported by national 
officers has been trying for many years to secure an agreement 
for this stretch. This information was posted on the BCU website 
www.bcu.org.uk when it arrived. 

Local Environment Agency 
Plans (LEAPs) 
We make a point of sending responses from the BCU office to all 
LEAPs. This is important because if canoeing and the needs of 
canoeists do not feature in these plans, then Environment 
Agency support for canoeing will be limited. However, if the 
central response is the only response, it will have much less 
effect than if there are also many responses from local BCU 
officers, local canoe clubs and local canoeists. 

ES S 

Taking the Bedford Ouse Leap as an example, there was a 
total of 26 responses at the consultation stage; of these one was 
from the BCU in Nottingham and one from a local canoe 
club/county association, which resulted in nine references to the 
needs of canoeists in the statement of consultation. In the final 
LEAP document Issue 8 covers portage facilities and Issue 9 is 
about the impact of Cardington Canoe Slalom Channel on the 
ecology of the surrounding watercourses. 19km of the River Ivel 
has been identified in a recent waterway restoration priority 
report. 

Do find out from your Environment Agency Area Office when 
they will be drafting the LEAP for their catchment so that you 
have the opportunity to write a response yourself. 

Access in Devon and Cornwall 
Regional Access Officer Adam Box has expressed concern in 
his annual report that the 10 voluntary access officers in his 
region are experiencing continuing pressure as they strive to 
meet the needs of canoeists. There is an increasing 
expectation that they will always be at the end of a phone, 
ready to distribute permits and information on water levels. 
Please remember that these access officers are volunteers 
providing a service in their leisure time; when you do need to 
phone, please don't phone at unsocial times and do phone 
well in advance of your planned trip. 

0 MOUNTAIN FIRST AID 
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BCU Approved Centre 

Teesside White 
Water Centre -.... 
Tel:'01642 678000 

TEUFAX 01228 531703 
E-MAIL jim@carlislecanoes.freeserve.co.uk OPENING TIMES 
OPENING TIMES MON - SAT 10.00- 5.30 
MON - FRI 9.30 - 5.30 
SAT 9.30 - 4.30 SUN & BANK HOLIDAYS BY ARANGEMENT 

THE NORTHS PREMIER KAYAK AND OPEN CANOE SPECIALIST 
KAYAKS IN STOCK 
PYRANHA 
ESKIMO 
NECKY 
PRIJON 
RIOT 
SAVAGE 
PERCEPTION 
DAGGER 
WAVESPORT PADDLES AND ACCESSORIES 

FROM ALL LEADING MANUFACTURERS 

MAIL ORDER HOT LINE 0800 0747975 FREEPHONE 
SAME DAY DISPATCH r 
-.,211,e;- 

OPEN CANADIAN CANOES IN STOCK 
MAD RIVER 
DAGGER 
PYRAHNA 
COLEMAN 
MOBILE ADVENTURE 
OLDTOWN 
CLEARWATER 

VISA ·- 

STIRLING 
CANOES 
BLOCK 4 UNIT 2 
MUNRO ROAD 
SPRINGKERSE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
STIRLING 
FK7 7UU 

TEUFAX 01786 478820 

SEA KAYAKS IN STOCK 
P&H 
ROMANY 
MEGA 
PRIJON 
PYRAHNA 
DAGGER 

NEXT DAY DELIVERY 

C! 
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ere 
Well that's it! After spending a wee fortune in time & 
training, last November I qualified as a Level 5 Coach Open 
Canoe. If any of you folk are considering working toward 
Coach 5, then maybe this article will swing you one way or 
the other! 

Humble Beginnings! 
Having always paddled a kayak, I stumbled into coaching at City University 
Canoe Club, London in the late 1980's. Whilst here and at the Shadwell 
Basin Project I realised that I enjoyed working with people in the Outdoors - 
so much so that I left the Royal Navy & began freelancing around the 
Northwest. With spells at Outward Bound Ullswater & at Alpine Action in 
France, I returned from the summer season of 1994 to qualify as a (SI) Level 
3 Coach Kayak. In the days after the assessment weekend I realised that I 
had been operating at that level for some time. 

Wanting an involvement in long term projects, I landed a job with 
Whitehough Outdoor Education Centre in Lancashire, with responsibility for 
running the Burnley Canoe Centre. The Head of Centre and my bosses at 
the Youth & Community Service gave me the scope to explore the 
possibilities of using Open Canoes for work with Duke of Edinburgh 
groups. This opportunity captured my imagination, resulting in many trips 
away. Transferring many skills across from kayak, I quickly found myself on 
5 Star and Level 3 Coach assessment OCN. In less than 3 years I had 
witnessed a coming together of ideas and enthusiasm for the 'group 
friendly Open Canoe' amongst paddlers & Coaches alike. 

During this period I compiled 'BOBBl's Junior Canoeing Scheme' for 
young paddlers - this had a good response in Northwest Region trials, & 
became integrated into the Paddlepower Scheme. Result! 

I had achieved my wish for something long-term. Where though, do 
you go next? 

Why Coach Open Canoe? 
Having been enthused on an earlier Coaching Processes Course, the Level 5 
Development Course in October 1997 was the obvious step forward. The 
intensive week at Plas y Brenin saw 10 of us work with a wide variety of 
Coaches on areas from feedback to presentation, physiology to injury 
prevention, sprint to surf, boat dynamics, edging to working with clients. 
The week was incredibly rewarding and prompted much discussion and 
exchange of ideas amongst all present. 
It was Franco Ferrero, Head of Canoeing, who confirmed my wish to stick 
with Open Canoe - even when my logbook was heavily kayak orientated. I 

Ash St.John-Claire's
1 

left the course with a substantial action plan, wanting to develop my skills 
& ideas further. 

Action Plan or Action Man? 
I contacted my Coach Tutor, Ray Goodwin on my return from a Sea kayak 
expedition with Raleigh International in Chile. Over the next 18 months I 
had the opportunity to work with Ray on his 5 Star training courses, Dee & 
Teifi tours. As part of my action plan, Ray observed me working and offered 
some feedback on my style, my ability to run away with my own 
enthusiasm & my solutions to people's technical problems. 
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Coach 5 Experience 
I was packing in the courses, the trips, and the rivers & still managed to 

freelance and take a trekking trip to Peru in the summer of 1998 after the 
Canoe Centre closed. This lost opportunity opened other doors. 

Doldrums! 
As with any long-term project, the path to Coach took a backward step the 
following autumn & winter. I becanie 'technically blind' to simple 
situations, doubting both my own abilities as a paddler, let alone as an 
'Aspirant'. I managed to sink boats on the easiest of problems on the River 
Kent, successfully mis-diagnose problems, get my group management 

completely muddled up & break every wooden paddle I could lay my hands 
on! It was during this period that the Tutor-Aspirant relationship paid off for 
me. Ray was always available to discuss issues, problems or solutions and 
behind the 'Fetch me a Coffee, Aspirant' banter, was a genuinely concerned 
Coach, hoping that I would find my way. 

PGL & Segs! 
The turning point came when I realised my own limitations and addressed them 
head on. Having organised a successful 5 Star training with 2 other Aspirants in 
Feb 1999, I sat down with the feedback and shakily booked a place on the 
spring 1999 assessment weekend. I was very aware that I felt uneasy about this 
date, but peer pressure & time constraints got the better of me! 

Then came the opportunity to work with PGL at their summer canoeing 
camp at Segries in the Ardeche (Segs). Some 80 Coaches assembled for the 
5-week training & assessment course, during which time I was stretched 
well outside my comfort zones in terms of my technical understanding, 
personal abilities, course organisation, confidence, delivery and assessing 
style. In fact, everything I had previously believed was a strong point in my 
enthusiastic style was hacked into tiny pieces & re-wired. I even took the 
first swim of the season, and postponed the assessment date to make the 
most of the experience. Segs was a 24hr a day coaching environment - so 
many questioning minds continually asking my opinion or for clarification 
of the day's events - the bar was alive every night! It is heartening to see 
the commitment that an organisation like PGL has to its up & coming staff - 
the Training Department are well respected by all participants. 

We can re-build him! 
With a summer of paddling in Scotland, the Lakes & Wales I managed to I 
dip into Sports Psychology (Newcastle College's Coaching to Win course) & 
related it to my paddling & those I was coaching. 

This proved very useful when I collapsed the new portage trolley 
within 5 metres of lashing the canoes onto it. When trying to line down the 
Falls of Dochart at Killin, I believe that the 'River Gods' recognised I needed 
a 'little detachment therapy for combating external stress'. I resorted to 
using the dog's lead to pull out our brand new 'broached' Explorer - with 
all the rescue kit in it, I might add - much to the delight of the tourists! The 
difference now was that my confidence in my own abilities was untouched 
- I had rebuilt my coaching style and believed that I could be a Coach 5. 

Don't Panic. .. The Assessment Is Coming! 
It was amazing to see just how focused I became about the assessment 
weekend, paddling 30 days in the 40 days prior, focusing on my long-term 
students and enjoying myself. The list is inspiring ... Awe, Dee, Derwent, 
Eamont, Eden, Etive, Kent, Orchy, Pendle Water, Ribble, Tay, Twyweren, 
Teifi, Tyne Tour, Wharf, some bits on the sea & playboating at Teeside with 
the Bolton School Trainee Instructors in the last few days. 

A fellow Candidate joined me on the Thursday to recce potential 
coaching sites, putting my fears about the assessment to rest and gave me 
a real feeling of being content with the work I had put in. 

Obviously, the day before your Level 5 Assessment you carry on 
paddlinq ... right? Not so! I fitted a tow-bar to the car - to ensure that I was 
completely relaxed. I would recommend this basic menial therapy to 
anyone! 

I made the effort and contacted Ray, as his (Hopefully) 'Outgoing 
Aspirant', before I joined my long-term students in Teesdale. 

Too Late ... It's Here! 
The weekend itself was a credit to all involved. Some 28 paddlers were 
present, with a Level 5 standardisation meet running alongside the 6 
assessments being carried out. Thanks to Bill Taylor & his team for that. 

A brisk start on Saturday saw me working with my long-term students 
on a nearby reservoir, then onto the River Tees from Egglestone to 



THANKS 
To Jim Wilson & Carlisle Canoes 
for encouragement & the 
Explorer 

The Patterdale Posse - Alyn, 
DJW, !MR, JC, Phunter, Smally & 
the Bolton School Trainees for 
the late finishes, 

Marky, Paul & Isla for the early 
starts, 

Pete & Jules my long term 
students, 

Piggy, Taff, Talc, Jester & all the 
Segs Team, 

Chris Forrest for his timely 
reassurance, 

Mike Devlin & the Development 
Team for the ground work, 

Rob Cunnington for his 
Feedback, 

Bill Taylor, Keith Hampton, Dave 
Luke & Mike McClure for the 
Result! 

A big thanks to Ray Goodwin for 
his patience, 

Last but not least, my long 
suffering partner Ali, & Wobble 
the dog for the big swims. 

Ashley St.John-Claire 
112 Greenfield Rd, Colne, Lanes 
BBS 9QU 
Tel: 01282 864576 
Email: thrashley@hotmail.com 

Web www.gnuexpeditions.co.uk 

Cotherstone. The Assessor stuck 
to the guidelines about the 'non 
interventionist' style - where no 
feedback can be given until the 
debrief on Sunday evening. This 
was a little disturbing, as it is only 
natural to enquire about 
feedback, especially whilst we 
drove between the River and the 
Venue. 

We had the opportunity to 
meet our students for Sunday on 
Saturday evening and get 
together a sort of plan. A relaxing 
night out in Middleton and a 
restless nights sleep saw us 
hurrying the Assessor along next 
morning. Our day was 
progressive, involved a little bit of 
effective video work and was 
enjoyed by all. I arrived at 
Whorlton Lido tired but content. 
The students were smiling, as 
were my own long-terms - they 
had really benefited from the 
coaching. 

The feedback session came 
promptly, which is always an 
unnerving experience. The result 
- a confident pass, students have 
shown progression and done so in 
a way that reflects their individual 
needs. The Assessors & Federal 
Officer did have some useful 
verbal feedback - 'go steady on 
the enthusiasm'!! 

Scores on the Doors 
Of the 6 Assessment Candidates, 
(3 OCN, 3 IK) there were 2 Passes 
in each discipline, and 1 deferral 
in each. For my long-term 
students & me the evening 
became a house party in 
Windermere, with other Coaches 
heading for distant parts of the 

country and even 
New Zealand! 
Phone-calls to my 
partner, family & 
Ray reinforced my 
success. Holidays, 
family time and a 
meal out with Ray 
as means of thank 
you confirmed our 
friendship and gave 
me the confidence 
to be accepted as a 
Coach 5 by my 
Tutor and peers 
alike. 

The 
Future ... ! 
Now I have got the 
ticket I have to go and learn how to use it! The whole experience has been 
a worthwhile one - I estimate it has cost me £4,500 in time spent chasing 
experience, course fees, time away from work, travel etc, but this is far 
outweighed by the deeply rooted confidence in my own abilities and 
improved enthusiastic coaching style. 

I will be running my very own courses over the coming months and 
intend to live and work in the Lake District, providing Centres, Coaches and 
individuals with paddling & Coach Development Courses. 

Look out for Gnu Expeditions & Gnu Expedition Systems on a river near 
you!• 
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CU'I~1rING EDGE 
CURVES 

Convex deck sheds water Et 
surfaces quickly 

Introduce a method to the madness and take 
control of the river. The Methods gel the design 

influences of Clay Wright, Aaron Philips and 
our R&D team to give an incredibly easy 
to paddle and forgiving river running 

boat with a loose, spinning freestyle 
hull. The secret is a versatile blend of 

freestyle performance, speed, comfort 
and stability, which will put you in 

control and give you the edge to play 
harder or that extra forgiveness just 

when you need it most. Two tailored 
sizes and our new ergonomic cockpit 

set-up will help you achieve your custom 
fit for performance in comfort. 

Release Chines --- 

loose 
spinning hull 

Increased rocker boofs like a 
creek boat 

Smooth lines Et comfort volume 
i---=-;;;: for forgiving response 

-~ 
~~ 

These stunning new 
masterpieces, from the pallet 
of Shane Benedict, plug you 
into the current of the river 

and flip the switch on your 
paddling potential. 

The sculpted hull, with its 
scalloped gills, crumbles surface 

tension and lubricates the boundaries 
of looseness to provide the speed for 

awesome surfing and electric moves. 
A smooth surge in volume allows you to 

crank up levels of verticality previously 
unknown with a planing hull. Clean cartwheels, 

wave-wheels, vertical blunts and stalls will all fall 
into your grasp as you stun the river rubber-neckers, 

Two tailored sizes and our new ergonomic cockpit set-up, 
will help you achieve your custom fit to unlock the door on 
ultimate performance. 

f 

• "Superlinear" Polyethylene Shell 

• Reinforced Foam Walls 

• Adjustable Padded Seat with Lumbar Pad 

and "Pleasure Pod" 

• Adjustable Padded "Comfort Control" Thighbraces 

• Adjustable Bulkhead Footrest System 

• Security Bars • Grab Handles • Drain Plug 

• Water Bottle • C1 Conversion Available 

Scalloped gills 
crumbles surface 

tension 

User Guide 

Type 

Paddler Weight 

length 

Width 

Volume 

Weight 

Inside Cockpit 

Method Air" l Method" Amp" I Shock" 
White Water Newcomer - Advanced Intermediate -Ad\fanced 

River Running Pla'(boat reestvte and Advanced River Running 
60- 100kg <70kg 50-90kg <65kg 
236cm 221cm 239cm· 226cm 

63cm 61cm 62cm 60cm 
212 litres 1701itres 182 litres 159 litres 

17kg 16kg 16kg 15kg 
79 x 44cm 79 x44cm 79 X 44cm 79 x 44cm 

Colours tle-dve Colour Wash 
• ~Ctfitation~ ;llrt b.l~d on P,Ototypt and subJ«t to m1- changes 

.perception 
Perception Kayaks 

Bellbrook Business Park, Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 100 
Tel: +44 (0)1825 765891 Fax: +44 (0)1825 763707 

www.perception.co.uk 
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Reindeer and 
the Rawthey 

This was Cumbria. We were 
roughly half way down the 

River Rawthey, which oddly, is 
in the Yorkshire Dales National 
Park (in Cumbria). Moments 
earlier we'd found ourselves in 
a wonderfully secluded bend of 
the river, a fairy glen covered in 
wild garlic, a double cascade 
waterfall entering from the left 
and fern covered trees 
overhanging the river. I waited 
for the blow dart of a lost 
Amazonian tribe to hit me 
whilst Mike paddled on, 
dwarfed by the walls of the 
gorge instantly moving into a 
brochure picture for kayaking in 
China. A vertical moss-covered 
wall dwarfed him in the 
drifting waters of the gorge, 
"that'd make a great photo" I 
commented. 

We'd put in at Rawthey Bridge, 
roughly 6 miles North of Sedbergh. 
This was not my local river so I was 
keen for a maiden voyage. I had not 
prepared myself for what followed. 

Having read the guide briefly, 
we'd decided to go upstream to 
allow us a warm up before the 
gorge, with it's potential for being 
tree jammed. How naive we'd been. 
From the moment we pushed off, 

"Reindeer! Reindeer! Reindeer!" Mike shouted at me I looked the river demanded we wake up and 
bewilderedly at him, I obviously didn't convince him with my get technical. T_his is no big white 
" b ·1d d" I k h h d · · h . water but a series of turn, turn, turn 
not ew1 ere oo as es oute It again, t ree times. rocky rapids interspersed, thankfully, 

Finally, and thankfully, I got the point, well both points. The with some breathing space, in the 
first being that there was a deer just above us on the banks of shape of calmer waters. 
the gorge. The second that it was a roe deer and Mike I'll Mike and I have paddled the big 

. . . ' . ' northern rivers; North Tyne, South 
give him the benefit of the doubt, was very excited and had Tyne, Tees, but this was a different 
shouted "reindeer" instead of "roe deer". He should have game. Its grading does not do 

gone for "deer" I'd have understood. justice to its huge character. A 
_, .'..., , ---,,,_" regular flow of technical rocky rapids 

gives way to a broader landscape, 
views of Cautley Spout, before the 
walls of the gorge close in and the 
true beauty we privileged canoeists 
can submerge ourselves I, which, on 
this trip was more literal than Mike 
would have liked. 
Momentous, was the order of the 
day, not only did I discover a river of 
wondrous beauty and character on 
my doorstep but also Mike, my 
mentor for too many years, had an 
epic, complained his boat was too 
long and didn't relive the time he 
descended this in his fibreglass Sea 
King. 
The technical rockies continued, 
complemented by a couple of lovely 
drops, one in three tiers. The gorge 
walls open and close tantalisingly, 
as the river snakes its way towards 
Sedbergh. With each broadening I 

began to feel disappointment, 
the trip would be over, not 
wanting to spot Straight Bridge 
which signals outer Sedbergh. 
The journey continued to enthral 
and we continued to engorge 
ourselves in its splendour. 
Inevitably Sedbergh arrived. The 
Rawthey returns to its pretence 
of being just another river 
meandering through pasture 
land, relatively broad and flat. 
We didn't have time to paddle to 
the confluence with the Lune 
although we did ponder the 
logistics but I wanted to keep the 
character a sit was not me, still 
starry-eyed and gob-smacked. 
This river that belies its humble 
status had provided a world of 
imagination, one way beyond 
our expectation, looking back, 
maybe it was a Reindeer .. • 
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Th UK's canoe & kayak specialist 

e trailer builder 
THE TWO KAYAK WIDE 
TRAILERS 
From 1 - 5 layers high 
( 2 - 10 kayaks) 

PADDLE 
SPORT 

shown here 
are just a few 
of the options 
available. 
Each trailer is 
built to suit 
the customers 
requirements. 
Full details in 
the brochure 

THREE KAYAK WIDE TRAILER 
r max 7 high 

(21 kayaks) 

15 kayak model 
with the aluminium 
Keepsafe 

All boxes optional - GAP, Mesh 
& Aluminium boxes are lockable 

THE MARK FOUR One Design 
(6 kayaks or 2 Canadians per layer 

4 layers) 

Interest Free Credit 
Written details on request 

All models include lights & jockey wheel 
All trailers are hot dipped galvanised 

. Full range of accessories i.;\ 'including Security Wheel Clamps 
] \ Number Plates & Straps ,2 l Mail order or collect direct 

"Cd .;? Opening hours 
J'..r~on- Fri 8.0- 5.30 Sat 9.0 - 3.0 = I VISA 1254A Havant Road Hayling Island 
. - Hampshire P011 OLW 

BEST DEAL IN THE UK 
12 months to pay (retail purchases over £295) 

Instant Mail Order Service 
01926 640573 

Same day despatch and free UK delivery on most 
orders including Kayaks. 
Worldwide availability 

Year2000 
Anglesey Sea Symposium 

Main Event 29th April - 1st May 
All BCU courses and general 
expeditioning. 2nd - 5th May 

SEA KAYAKING FOR ALL LEVELS FROM 
BEGINNERS TO ADVANCED. 

Presented by: 
THENORDKAPPTRUST 

NIGEL DENNIS KAYAKS Ltd 
and ~ .. m~ 

For further information contact Nigel Dennis or Joan 
Selby on Tel/fax 01407 762525 

A S S C /J.A Porthdafarch Rd, Holyhead, 
• • • • '{/ Cit- Anglesey, Gwynedd LL65 2LP 

Paddlesport Internet 
Web Site Address: http://www.paddlesport.eo.uk/ 

E-Mail Address: info@paddlesport.co.uk 

Approved Centre 
1 - 4 Star Kayak courses 

1 & 2 Star Open Canoe courses 
Introduction to White Water Kayaking 

Canoe Safety Test Training & Assessment 
Tailor made courses to suit your needs 

Btl Approved Centre 

Open 10.00 - 5.30 Mon-Sat 
Most Sundays & Bank Holidays 

Please call for details 
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i nternationa«I Eca nae 
exh i bfion 

This year we welcomed Brian Stanbridge to his first year as 
exhibition organiser. This resulted in another busy and 
successful exhibition. The lecture theatre was a feature we 
have not had since Crystal Palace days. 

Congratulations to Palm for'Best Stand' 

To Peak UK 'Best Kayak in show' 

And to Mobile Adventure 'Best Canoe in show' 

Guest Karen Drury from 
Brookside presenting the North 
Atlantic Kayak Challenge 2000 
and raising awareness for the 
NCH Action for Children 
campaign 

Congratulations to Palm forBest Stand' Peak UK 'Best Kayak in show' 



have you 
looked at the 
Desperate 

Measures ad 
on page9 

Call in to our friendly & extensive showroom at 
39-41 Trent Boulevard 

West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 SBB 

Try the latest demos from all the major 
manufacturers and walk away with a better 

deal than you ever believed possible! 

Call today on 

0115 981 6815 
Open 7 days a week for your convenience 
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Thanks to the 
race helpers, 

Grandtully Hotel 
Staff and John 
Handyside for 
presenting the 

prizes. 
Race Director: 
Kelso Riddell 

Organising Club: 
Forth Canoe Club 
Article written by 

Martin Streeter 

conipetitiOr{ R 
Scottish Racing 
Weekend - Wild 
Water 
Racers drove North to join the Scottish paddlers to 

race on the River Tay at Grandtully on the Saturday 
and Thistlebrig on the Sunday where the Scottish 
Championships was keenly contested. The races 
traditionally take place on the first weekend of March 
and include the National Prize Giving Ceremony for 1999 
and the Scottish Championships. 

The weather and water levels on both days chose to be very 
pleasant, testing enough for the seniors but not too intimidating 

RACING 

Oliver Wickham 

Mark Grey 

Tim Lawrenson. 

for the juniors and cold enough to merit a long spell in the 
Grandtully Hotel for hot drinks and tall race stories! The wind 
finally caught up with us for the Thistlebrig race (as it 
often does), resisting tired racers all the way to the 
finish. 

The familiar faces of Cynthia Berry and Alan 
Tordoff took the Scottish Championship honours with 
new names Andy Hamilton taking the C1 trophy and 
a very happy Nigel Royle secured third place in the 

Mens kayak event. British team 
candidate Fraser Gormal took the 
second place in Mens kayak. 
Racing was very close and tense in 
the first race of the 2000 calendar, 
some paddlers were looking to see 
the effects of their winter training 
and gauge their world 

championship potential whilst other were looking to 
master the powerful Tay. With a light dusting of 
snow on the banks and good crowd support waiting 
like vultures on tully rapids paddlers set off early 
from the pre start in Aberfeldy. The 20 minute paddle 
gave competitors a chance to warm up and focus on 
their plans for the 11 too 13 minute race. 

Planning it perfectly was Alan Tordoff, just beating his 
brother Ian by under 0.5 seconds. Third place went to Peter 
Keron, still trying hard to beat the high standard set by Ian and 
Alan. Tina Parsons and Rob Pumphrey who easily won their 
races in Ladies and Cl respectively also showed good form. 

The experienced crew of Dave Belbin 
and Phil (aunt won the C2 race, 
proving too strong for the Walling 
brothers despite their recent 
improvements. 

Other notable performances were 
from World Cup prospect Oliver Wickham who's 

dad (off challenged years) powered his way down the course in 
a pre 1975 vessel to win the Div Brace. He was delighted until 
he realised he would be racing in Div A 24 hours later! A 
special mention goes to the two young MacIntosh's, Alison 
and Jennifer. Just peaking over the waves in their slalom boats 
they gave it some beans and looked confident. Talent for the 
future in either discipline perhaps? Those lucky enough to 
receive the shortbread as a prize were on strict orders to take 
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them back to mum, a remote hope. 
There were some stiff muscles in the car park on Sunday as 

competitors prepared to practise for the race and hopefully loosen 
up. This section of the Tay involves a significant amount of 
seemingly flat water but such is the power boils and swirls emerge 
unexpectedly, quick reactions are essential. The course usually 
takes around 12 minutes and also has some excellent waves and 
not forgetting the intimidating Stanley weir and "hell hole". 

The rankings were much the same as Saturday with Alan 
Tordoff extending his winning margin over Ian to 10 seconds 
with Peter Keron again 3rd. Mary Jean Smith exchanged 
positions with Nicola Mcgee in the battle for junior lady 
supremacy she was 3rd behind Cynthia (2) and Tina (1). Dave 
Bradburn improved to take second place behind Rob Pumphrey 
in the C1 race. Ross Pearton could not repeat his great run at 
Grandtully and made way for Paul Anderson to take 3rd the C1 
paddlers found conditions difficult, mistakes were costly in 
conditions where time was hard to gain in the fast flow. The 
Walling brothers narrowed the gap on the C2 crew of Belbin and 
Caunt but could not reverse Saturdays placing. • 

Junior WWR series at the Burrs 
The junior WWR series at the Burrs this February was met with a variety of 
weather conditions from bright sun through heavy rain. Water levels on the 
lrwell dropped through the day, helping some of the junior paddlers. 

As always there was a good contingent from Burton and a number of 
other juniors new to the discipline from as far away as Solihull. The Burrs is 
an excellent venue for young paddlers, with some challenging drops and 
eddies at the finish to catch the unwary. Tim Lawrenson from Burton won the 
U16 Youth Series and div. B race thereby being promoted to Div A. lain 
Embrey, also from Burton won the U14, followed by Kyle Bowles from 
Solihull and Iain's younger brother Chris. 

Thanks go to Joanne Firth and her team at the Burrs activity centre in 
Bury for making us all very welcome as always. 

Burrs Activity Centre is located in the rebuilt mill workers cottages, which 
were a terrace of back to backs. The 34 bed bunkhouse occupies most of the 
first floor with extensive views over the site towards Peel Tower on 
Holcombe Hill. The river lrwell meanders through the park with grade 2/3 
sections depending on the water levels, and a canal to return back upstream, 
creating a figure eight circuit. There is also a permanent Orienteering course 
within the park. 
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Information from the National 
Coaching Foundation 
National Award for Alan Edge 
The National Coaching Foundation fNCF) presented, in 

conjunction with Sport England, the 1999 England 
Coach of the Year at the Millennium Sports Awards, 
Leeds. Alan Edge from the sport of canoeing was among 
four coaches who won national recognition from the 
NCF at the event. The Coach of the Vear awards are part 
on the NCF's commitment to caring for coaching and the 
coaches we serve and building pride in their 
achievements. Derek Casey, Chief Executive of Sport 
England, presented the England Coach of the Year 
award to Alan in the category of Performance Director, 
National Coach or Coach at National Level. 

Winter Training 2000 
by Paul Ratcliffe 
Enthralled by the prospect of an Indian summer in Australia, the World Class 
Performance athletes from Slalom travelled to Penrith in New South Wales, to train 
on the Olympic course. 

This was the first warm weather training camp conducted by the team since 
Performance funding came on line and it was a great success. Athletes were able to 
take maximum of advantage of training in a warm climate. It enabled paddlers to 

focus on quality 
technique work at a high 
intensity with less risk of 
injury, together with a 
greater continuity of 
training. Generally it was 
an excellent competitive 
environment to train in 
and every athlete had a 
good work ethic. 
Three races were held 
during January and 
February and they 
attracted a high quality 
International field. They 
were probably the most 
intense and competitive 
races I have ever done so 
early in the season. 
However they gave 
athletes the chance to 
perfect race techniques 
on the course and to give 
early season form 
indications. 

Alan has been the British Canoe Union National Slalom 
Coach since 1985. He coached Britain's Canoe Slalomists to their 
first Olympic Medal in 1992 and a further nine World titles, 11 
World Cup Titles and six European titles. Alan competed as an 
elite athlete before his coaching involvement with the team and 
became World Slalom Team Champion at the 1979 World 
Championships in Canada. 

He currently coaches World Cup Champion and Olympic 
hopeful Paul Ratcliffe and is also responsible for implementing 
the Slalom World Class Performance Programme. Alan's 
coaching knowledge and expertise also makes a significant 
contribution to the British Olympic Association's Coaches 
Advisory Group. 

The other winners were: 
Community Coach in a paid environment in an Individual Sport, 
Lorraine Cole (badminton) 
Community Coach in a voluntary environment in a Team Sport, 
Craig Lowther (sports acrobatics) 
Community Coach in a voluntary environment in an Individual 
Sport, Maurice Sly (swimming). 

Further information from Trevor Gibbons 
Head of Public Relations, National Coaching Foundation 
114 Cardigan Road, Leeds LS6 3BJ 
Tel: 0113 274 4802 
Fax: 0113 275 5019 
E-mail: tgibbons@ncf.org.uk 
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• A paddling Drysuit from Yak ... 
(j) 

CD 
<( 
u <i(41@ 
Yak Crewsaver House • Mumby Road 

Gosport • Hants • P012 lAQ • UK 
Tel: +44 (0) 23 9252 8621 
Fax: +44 (0) 23 9251 0905 A 
email: sales@crewsaver.co.uk COSALT pie 
web: www.crewsaver.co.uk Company 

Demo Mephisto and 
Vector kayaks are 

available to paddle at 
Holme Pierrepont. 

For more details on 
the range call the 
Adrenalin shop or 
see our web page. 

Vector 
Designed initially as a river-running 
kayak, however the design and 
versatility of the kayak suits anyone 
from a beginner to an instructor. 
The Vector has a lot of standard 
equipment which includes full plate 
foot rest, adjustable backstrap, seat 
and thigh braces, bow cap and rigid 
grab loops. 
All this for only f:450.00. 

• KAYAKS ra1nG_ow 



30 
I write the article as a canoeist of some 15 years, who has 
come to the sport of recreational white water paddling in 
the last few weeks. 

Familiar territory was the Holme Pierpoint sprint racing 
course and the many marathon venues around the country. 
However, the following is written to coax other "semi 
retired competitors" to benefit from the side of the sport 
which continues to provide buckets of adrenaline, but in a 
recreational context rather than competitive ! 

The rest is up to you ! 

ros 
1. Introduction 
What is it that brings together 18 paddlers from Chelmsford Canoe Club, 
during the bleakest months of February, to paddle some of the most scenic 
and challenging rivers in the United Kingdom. I suspect the question may 
just have been answered. This was the teams seventh year. 

Led by Paul "Puppy" Anderson (some would say mis-lead), the intrepid 
Braemar born adrenaline junky, a man for whom modelling socks and 
quoting Blackadder is an entire way of life, the groups were carefully 
navigated down the river. 

The team were set to challenge whatever the rivers would throw at 
them. As an outsider, I wonder at the mind set of those who name the 
rapids - "Fairy Steps", "The Rooster Tail", the "Crack of Doom", "Wish You 
Were Here?" - none of these give an insight to the approaching paddler as 
to the "fun" that lies in wait. What is wrong with "right hander" and 
"bumpy down the middle"?! 

Consider "The Cauldron" (as Mark did intimately on two occasions) - to 
the normal person this is the sound of something associated with home 
cooking. Now the mere name makes me run for a change of laundry. 

The following represents a potted highlight, for those wishing to enjoy 
the same week of perfect paddling and teamwork. 

2.The Frostbite Tour 
Some advice for a successful tour. Have someone who knows the rivers 
inside and out. Have someone who is happy to do the organisation and 
planning, and most important - have a victim that you can send down the 
rapids first ! 

A quick word of warning - if your idea of excitement is Eastenders, you 
are probably not yet ready for a trip to the areas described in this article. 
However, if you aspire to bungee jump off a moving 747, read on. To put 
this into context, by the end of day one, despite being entirely careful, we 
had one broken boat, one sprained ankle and one full harness rescue ! 

Before each day the coaches met behind closed doors to have extended 
and protracted debate about the water conditions and best river for the 
following day. In truth, the extended and protracted bit, and indeed the 
debate, was principally concerned with what and how much to drink. 

Never-the-less, each day was a careful choreography of teamwork, 
planning and on the water inspections. 

Quite soon two distinct groups of paddlers formed - those trying to 
avoid Mark Laskey for fear of being contaminated by the boys natural 
affinity with the bottom of the river, and those for whom poor judgement 
and adrenaline are second nature - and who led or followed Mark through 
some of the biggest holes that could be found. 

Day 1 - Walking on Water 
The River Spean is an excellent induction, especially at low to medium 
flows when the gorge offers a range of grade 3 and 4 paddling. From 
Spean bridge a 15 minute paddle leads you to "Fairy Steps", the first of a 
series of grade 3 to 4 rapids, ending in the infamous 'Constriction'. 

Of particular note, and about half way through the gorge is "The 
Cauldron". A grade 4+ drop, undercut and dropping into a huge boil. Julia 
"Jesus" Stevens managed an impressive "manoeuvre" inches above the fall 
resulting in a capsize and a subsequent "out-of-body" experience. (Note for 
children - do not try this at home!). 

Once again, Mark Laskey confounded his critics and completed the most 
risky and foolhardy performance of the day - the first upside down navigation 
of the constriction - an extremely tight "S" manoeuvre at lower levels ! 

That evening, back in the self catering accommodation, the whole 
group were eagerly "talking up" their readiness for further challenge - I 
suspect the planning team were quietly smiling as they contemplated the 
further treats in store ! 

Day 2 - The Longest Day 
Old Chinese proverb say; when going paddling, always take your paddle. 
After a return trip back to the accommodation, we were finally ready for 
take off. 

It had rained overnight, which was the essential ingredient for a trip 
down the River Roy. This is a class 4 river at medium levels (with one nasty 
grade 5). At high levels, take your arm bands. From the put in to the Roy 
Bridge is approximately 7 miles. 

The river travels from the outwash plains in the headwaters, through a 
series of 3 gorges, to the lower reaches before it joins the Spean. This is a 
long trip, and in territory where the weather and river conditions change as 
quickly as pantomime costumes. 
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With a full group of 18 at the beginning progress is slow, an 
5 hours to complete the trip. With a smaller group it will still take a few 
hours as a number of drops are worthy of inspection. Whilst being the 
longest day, all were in agreement that the River Roy is very special fo 
transient scenery, and for the range of paddling experiences. 

Top tip for the day from Mary-Jean Smith - when paddling into th 
always listen to the wise words of your coach explaining the routed 
the next rapid. 

Day 3 - Of Mice and Men 
Dawn of the third day and a little more rain, so the group activated 
rivers action plan, and headed for the grade 4/5 Etive. 

The group of 18 reduced to 12 before even getting on the wat 
most creative excuse was "I became travel sick on the journey" (a 
minute hop from Fort William !}, though we had close contenders 
finger hurts" and "don't you need me to take the photographs". 

The Etive is a great river by any definition. Starting at Triple F 
ending at Right Angle Fall, one can experience several grade 3 to 
such as the "Crack of Doom" and the "Ski Jump". 

The first rapid at Triple falls is lively. The bottom fall of Triple F 

ir missile - most of the group were held under for at 
being ejected almost clear of the water - I believe 
time"! 
en I realised plastic boat canoeists talk a completely 

like "boof-off", "twiddle", "wanging" and "down 
abulary prior to the trip, and I suspect they will have 
must recommend a descent of Right Angle Falls - a 
erfall (a lower end grade 5). For our group at least a 
s were made without their boats ! 
e with a resume of the days safety cover, 
ts that passed and any learning that was needed 
f paddlers when routing down the river over the 

rly start to try to bag two rivers in one day. The 
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aspirations were to complete the 
River Arkaig, and then hopefully go 
to the Nevis when the predicted 
afternoon rain had started to bite. 

The Arkaig is an easy river 
(special mention to Mary Jean for 
falling in at a grade 1 rapid), with 
one grade 4 waterfall, and makes a 
good first stop on any Scottish 
canoeing trip. For the adrenaline 
junky however, read on. 

By the time we got to the Nevis, 
the gorge was "full on" (note authors 
natural use of jargon from 4 days of 
full exposure). This is a river to be 
extremely respectful of. A fully 
experienced group of four started in 
the Scimitar Gorge and finally 
emerged less one boat, one paddle and three teeth ! 

The river rises feet in minutes during heavy rain, 
and a grade 4 becomes a treacherous grade 5 +. 
For our esteemed leader, this was the last chance to 
get his adrenaline buzz before having to turn into 
"Captain Sensible" prior to the arrival of his 
girlfriend. This he achieved with full colours after 
negotiating "Leg Breaker" at Pink Granite Falls in his 
beloved "Stealth" whilst shouting "give it to me baby, ah 
hah" (rumour has it Paul consigned the girlfriend to the spare 
room so that he could continue to sleep with his boat). 

During the evening, a small prayer group formed to perform the ritual 
of rain making, and to allow the team to return again to their beloved River 
Nevis. As I write, I can already hear the excuses of those whose evening 
bravery (induced by copious quantities of liquor) was quickly translated 
into bowel movements on viewing the river. 

Roll on tomorrow (no pun intended)! 

Day 5 - Rest day ? 
Theory and practice clearly do not meet on a canoeing trip. If I had a fiver for the 
number of times I heard "the book says the route is on the left" when the right 
was clearly better. This equally applies when the "rest day" dawns. 

The '/!, group decided on a repeat visit to the Nevis which by now had 
gone down to mere mortal levels, as those who had sensibly decided to 
portage the grade 5 "Leg Breaker" and 30 foot "Falls of Arabach" wanted 
another bite at the cherry. 

The difference a meter of water makes is truly amazing, though 
seasoned paddlers will no doubt look on that comment in disdain. What 
was a whirl pool that had cost us three teeth and a paddle the day before, 
had turned into a "breath in" constriction. 

Despite the barriers the river put in our way, the whole group finished 
the morning with a wide smile and a sense of achievement. 

In the afternoon, most of the group went their separate ways. One 
group, led by our Mountain expert/ photographer, Shane Bartley, 
undertook what was billed as "a pleasant walk around the mountain". 
Fifteen miles later, after traversing bogs and rivers, the once buoyant group 
had been walked into submission - the evening meal was distinctly quiet ! 

Both Paul and myself 'snuck off' to the upper Spean, as the river looked 
high in Fort William. True to form, we arrived with three pipes releasing 
from the face of the dam. The guide books describes one pipe as 
reasonable, two pipes as optimum and three pipes as frightening. I should 
have taken out shares in Andrex before the trip. 

The over-pours, boils, whirl pools and stoppers were what you would 
expect of a continental size grade 4/5 river. I have no desire to repeat the 
sensation of sitting in a whirlpool in water so full of air it couldn't support a 
rubber duck. I have to say that as I spotted the get out point above 
Monessie falls, I once again looked to the heavens and said a small "thank 
you" - amazing how religious one can become on a trip such as this ! 

Day 6 - The Finale ! 
An exhausted group entered the final day with hopes for a finale to be 
proud of. The full team decided to descend the River Loy, which was 

running at a good grade 3 with 
occasional grade 4's. 
Neil Costen excelled today with a 1 
minute long trashing in a simple 
grade 2 stopper, aided by Carl 
Foody who nobly sat on his boat to 
prolong the experience. Neil sat on 
the bank after his swim, looking like 
he had just been saved from the 
Titanic - in many respects looking at 
his full expedition boat, he was 
probably right. 
The troops had hoped for another 
shot at the larger than life upper 
Spean, running with 3 pipes, 
however on this day we were to be 
disappointed. However, as tired 
limbs had now set in the various 

cars drove to disparate parts of the area to enjoy the 
scenery for a final afternoon of site seeing. 
To close the day, and to recognise the achievements 
of a number of paddlers during the week, dinner 
prizes were awarded for the following categories : 
a) Best trashing of the week - awarded to Carl Foody 
for biting off more than he could chew on the River 

Nevis 
b) Most impressive manoeuvre - awarded to Julia 

Stevens for her roll on the top of Triple falls and subsequent 
backwards descent 

c) Most embarrassing moment - Neil Costen for his simulated cardiac 
arrest in a grade 2 stopper (ioint with Carl Foody who sat on his boat 
and helped keep him there !). 

d) Most improved paddler - Gillian Mara, for going from the Chelmer river 
to the Etive in under a week ! 

e) Biggest nuts - The prized trophy went to Mark Laskey, mainly for 
trusting Paul Anderson, but also for nobly sacrificing his paddles in his 
endeavours to rescue Mary Jeans boat (any alternative motives here 
we have to ask !!). 

3. Summary 
The Fort William area is a must for any canoeist. Not only is the density of 
rivers incredible - several grade 3-5 rivers within 20 minutes travel time at 
most river flow conditions, but the area ranks as one of the most scenic 
areas of Scotland. Day trips for skiing remain possible during the Winter 
season, and on poor weather days, a simple drive on the road to Skye 
reveals sights which must not be missed. 

On a concluding note, I must pay a particular tribute to our non 
paddler photographer, a Mr. Shane Bartley - what can one say of a man 
whose efforts in "getting the photograph" would embarrass the "Milk Tray" 
man. Apparently the secret of a good photograph is to give advise to 
approaching paddlers in order to maximise the drama ! Other paddlers 
beware - Shane is easily spotted - he's the one with the ice axe ! 

Equal tribute must go to the Neil Costen, an old hand on the trip whose 
old hands are better geared towards preparing the evening repast, than in 
helping him stay upright ! Without Neil we would not have had the once 
in-a-lifetime experience of indigestion on a grade 4/5 rapid. 

And finally, to wrap up what must go down as one of the best trips to 
date, I implore my paddling colleagues to take up the challenge of the Frost 
Bite Tour, or something similar. Unlike the true condition of a frost bite, you 
should come away with all limbs intact, and a feeling of re-vitalisation 
drawn from adrenaline and from the surroundings which make this such a 
special area. • 



R~~ OVER 25 AND LOOKING FOR 
i\1ER\\m1\11 A CHALLENGE WITH A DIFFERENCE 

As a volunteer staff member with Raleigh 
International you could find yourself on a three 

month expedition canoeing in Ghana, sea 
kayaking in Chile or diving the coral reef in Belize. 

If you have the flexibility to work in challenging 
situations" we would like to hear from you. For more 
information call the Staff Office on 0171 371 8585 or 

email staff@raleigh.org.uk, 

Raleigh International Trust is a registered charity No. 1047653 
http://www.raleigh.org.uk 

PO BOX 69 KIDDERMINSTER DYl0 4YG 
TEL/FAX 01562 827065 

email: endless_river@bigfoot.com www.endless-river.freeserve.co.uk 
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Vl•DEO & reviews PADDLER'S GEAR 

id2 with Shaun Baker on 
I 

Man Made - The Video. 
What a rush he must get! There can be no doubt that the 
content of this video will keep you watching. 

If you're a boater, and you've got pretty good shoulders 
then after the video you'll probably be planning how to go 
about getting on one of the water-ski tows that Shaun 
makes look deceptively painless. 

If you're not a boater you will more likely be planning a 
course through life with the aim of never coming into 
contact with these groups of people who make the decision 
to go the few 'steps' further. 

How does one man get away with so many risky 
ventures into his chosen 'sport'? I definitely enjoyed the 30 
minutes of stunning shots, manic manoeuvres and wild 
drops but I have to say that the presentation as a story and 

the vibrant effects 
used, leave me a 
little puzzled as to 
who it's aimed at. 

Watch out for 
the strobe lighted 
night paddle on 
four gates at the. 
Hurley weir! Nice 
touch. That must 
have been 
disorientating. 

lain McKie 

Many Rivers to 
Run 

It is available 
from mail order 

from:- Gavin 
Fyffe, 54 Grove 

Dwellings, 
Adelina Grove, 
London E1 3AE 
Price £16 inc. 

postage. 
Dave Manby. 

Coruh River trips. 
White Water 
rafting and 

kayaking trips in 
Eastern Turkey. 

New Paddles from 
Perception Kayaks 
To complement our OrigiNZ touring paddles we introduce a 
range of white water paddles to complete the picture. 

OrigiNZ white water paddles are designed for kayakers who 
are looking for toughness and reliability; and feature the OrigiNZ 
Power Dihedral blade, which is designed for maximum power, 
torque and acceleration. The blades are manufactured from 
nylon with glass reinforcing fibres, using gas assist, injection 
moulding technology that gives incredible toughness, rigidity 
and a superior strength to weight ratio. 

The shafts are constructed from either glass-fibre or glass 
fibre and carbon to suit your requirements. 

GRANITY 
This general white 
water paddle with 
its symmetrical cut 
is an excellent all 

Many Rivers To rounder with a smooth and forgiving feel. 
Run. A collection Maximum blade dimensions: 435 x 195mm. Blade colours: 
of white-water blue, black or white. 

kayaking stories. 
http://www.dma NEVIS BLUFF 
nby.demon.co.uk This asymmetric 

blade is popular 
for its nimble 
performance in tight situations. 

Maximum blade dimensions: 440 x 190mm. Blade colours: 
blue, black or white. 

MOHAKA 
This asymmetric 
blade, made for 
playboaters, has a slightly 
smaller face for quick acceleration and playing in hydraulics. 

Maximum blade 
dimensions: 445 x 
195mm. Blade colours: 
blue, black or white. 

RRP: £75.00 with 
Glassfibre shaft and 
£85.00 with 
Carbon/Glass Shaft. 
Please call 01825 
765891 or email 
info@perception.co.uk 
for further details and 
higher quality images. 



Carbon X 
As 'Rodeo X HPS' but with the addition of 

new ultra stiff Nylon/Carbon blades. Aimed at the top 
end of the whitewater market, the stiffness provides the 
extra performance for the more experienced whitewater 
paddler. , t: 

"aggressive paddles for aggressive paddlers" 

Gorilla is part of The P&H Company, Station Road, West Hallam, Derbys. DE7 6HB. 
England Tel: +44 (0) 115 932 0155 Fax: +44 (0) 115 932 7177 

Internet info: www.phcompany.co.uk email: gorilla@phcompany.co.uk 

12 months blade breakage guarantee on all Rodeo blades 

• BCU 4 and 5 Star Sea Kayak courses 
• BCU Instructors Courses • Expeditions 
• Private lessons • Canoe training pool 
• Extensive parking • Courses for adults 

& young people • Overnight accommodation 

h1 Zone the river 
running 'en1hufiattf 
drear., 
• These two new boats are ideally suited for river runners, 

instructors and multi day river boaters alike 
• Surfing and spinning capabilities enhanced 
through the Ina Zone hull system 

• Designed to be predictable, fun, 
manoveurable }nd safe on 
Class 4 + rivers 

• Faster and able to track better on 
bigger water 

• Precise control for more 
technical creeks 

• Deck and stern design aids 
stability and resurfacing on 
small to medium drops 

• Larger volume and bigger cockpit 
are ideal for internal stowage and 
predictable rescues 

h1 Zone ,, Tech S~ec 
h1 zone·155 . h1 zone·1'15 
Length: 255cm 

1

' 

Width: 62cm 
Cockpit size: 85 x 40cm 
Volume: 231 Its 
Rear gear access: 22cm 
Weight: 19.7 kgs 

Standard littingi 
• 1000 kg end grabs 
• ICS adjustable seat and thigh grips 
•Backrest 
• Full length reinforced foam walls 
• "Shoe bloc" footrest system 
• Drain bung 

Colours -- 

Smaller paddlers 
be aware 

it is following 
shortly 

Specification 
TBA ~ 

Blue Red Citrus Green --· Yellow Mango Jaffa Grey 
Tel:+ 44 (O) 1928 716666 

www.pyranha.com 
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• ·~LALOM compet1t1on 
Club Slaloms! in 
2000 
A series of six Club events are to be included in the slalom 
calendar for 2000 with the expressed aims of: 
a) Strengthening the club based structure of slalom and 

encouraging participation in club teams. 
b) Providing more structured practice time, with the 

opportunity for coaching junior competitors in lower 
divisions. 

more than one div./class on payment of the extra entry fee/s. 
Current, or previously ranked paddlers, wishing to compete in a 
class for which they have no current ranking status may be 
entered on division below their current/previously ranked 
division. (i.e. a Div 1 K1 paddler can compere in Div.2 C1 or C2). 
Competitors from lower divs. Can compete in higher divisions). 
Each team entry should be accompanied by the name of an 
official which will be included on the organiser's list of officials 
duties. 

The organiser will then forward a Start list to Club managers 
about 8 days prior to event. Only competitors named on this 
start list will be eligible for BCU Voucher prizes. 

July 29/30th: 

1 Two events will be held on each of three weekends 
as follows: 

April 29/30th: Marple (Manchester CC) and Fairnilee 
(Selkirk CC) 
Stone (Stafford & Stone CC) and Llandysul 
(Llandysul CC) 
Shepperton (Shepperton SCC) and 
Middleton (Tees KC) 

Further details and contacts for each of these events can be 
found in the 'Slalom yearbook,' for 2000 or by contacting: Don 
Raspin, 28 Cotswold Drive, Skelton, Cleveland, TS12 2JN. Tel: 
01287 650668. No other national ranking Slalom events have 
been organised for these dates to encourage clubs to schedule 
these weekends as enjoyable social outings for their members. 
So book your minibus now. 

October 7 /8th: 

2 Unfortunately entry numbers will have to be limited 
for this first season, although it is hoped that they 

will prove so popular that more Club events can be 
introduced into the calendar for future years. Sites will 
be graded according to expected water levels and 
courses will be set at about Div. 3 level. 

Each event will include: 
a) On Saturday: 

Opportunity for coaching and structured practice time; 
Demonstration team runs by Div 1 & P coaches/officials 
A team event for Div 2/3 & 4 competitors in teams of 3 
paddlers from any of these divs/classes. 

b) On Sunday: 
Individual runs in separate divisions and classes for Div 2, 
3&4 competitors (D.4 eligible for promotion) and an 
Officials' competition open to Div 1 & P coaches and 
officials. 

3 Club entries must be submitted by a Club Manager. 

Clubs wishing to compete should contact the organiser at 
least 6 weeks before the event indicating probable entry 
numbers and the name and address/tel. no. of the Club 
Manager. The organiser will inform the Club Manager of the 
maximum entry numbers s/he can accept from that club at least 
4 weeks prior to event. 

Completed slalom entry cards and fees of £5/entry (1 Ind. 
+ 1/3 team) must be submitted by Club Managers at lest 2 
weeks prior to event. (C.M.'s may enter any eligible paddler in 

Late entries: 
Club managers may make substitutions for paddlers on the 
original start list. Div. 4 competitors should have priority for late 
entries up to the event limit. Late entries for Div. 2&3 paddlers 
and for scratch teams are at the organiser's discretion. All club 
entries must be made via the Club manager and only entries 
submitted by the C.M. can count for club points. 

4Premier and Div.1 paddlers may enter the Demo. 
Teams and the officials event only if they help with 

coaching and judging duties as approved by the event 
Coaching Co-ordinator. 

SAn individual's club membership and ranking status 
(6 weeks prior to event) will be taken on trust but if 

they are later found to be default the compile/slalom 
exec. May nullify the club's points from that event. 

6Most prizes will be in the form of BCU vouchers 
giving free entry to a Div. 2/3 ranking competition 

(within 12 months of the issue date). Other prizes will 
be at the organiser's discretion. 

7 Judging and officials duties will be allocated to each 
club under the supervision of their Club manager. A 

Coaching Co-ordinator will be appointed to supervise 
the Saturday, coaching sessions and to organise a Jury. 

8 Proposed Points System: 

The top placed individual/team for each club in each div./class 
will score points on this basis: 

Individuals & officials: 1st=2pts, 2nd=4pts, etc. 
Teams: 1st=1pt, 2nd=2pts, etc 
Clubs with no entry in a div,/class will score max. points 

+ 1/team or +2/individual thus giving a double weighting to 
team results. 

Total points will give the club positions in reverse order for 
the event. It is hoped that this system will enable small clubs to 
compete on more even terms with their larger rivals and even to 
recruit extra members from unattached competitors attending 
the events. 

A% system will be used to calculate the end of season 
rankings from a club's best 3 events are .We are seeking 
sponsors for appropriate trophies.• 
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Am,ba1 170, ~ue. lull foo1 pla,e, airbags, padd~ and spra)llecx. only used 
severalumes,m5,phone0115621852aft,r6pm. 
Aaobail70,aquam,nr,,bac\restlooues1,£200,phor,Rogeron01757 
6'4155 (Yo<I). , 
Acroba1 275, IWO yak air bags, aoo m,nra pad~!, all in good cond•"'1, 
£340, phor,0191 3719810or07788435 87\ 
Bigfoot ~red Squirt Boat ex<ood1tton suit 5-8" tt> 6h peoon 13 stoie with 
deckgre,1 fun sad 10 be pamngw1h. £450.00C110c,ndelwer10 
Nomn9ham(HolmePe1rrepont) 

1 Canadian Canoe, 16' fibreglass, red and grey, excellent condition, idea! for 
uie on shehered waler 10! 2 adulls and small chid, 1ndud1ng paddles, £160 
ono, phone Julian on 01582 618043 or 1ulan@lbcc.org.ul 
Canoeing booh, ancient arid modernish e.g. MacG1egor, Sliss, Olson, 
Huich,fJlOO, several on eece camping, 01237 475165 for lull hs. 
"CanoeTrailerbyScoutGroupinG·eaterManchester.Holdsupto10canoes. 
Galvanised with workmg trailer board.£200 ooo,Telephone Snan 0161 428 
7939 or emaij S1u.co~@v11gin.net" 
(1 Blade, multi an work and in very good cond1don. Can be seen 111 York or 
Sheffield.111g250o.n.o.Ca11Manon079l1552028 
Cl Czac Spnm + mara1hon boa, Kevlar hull, exc.ellen1 c.ond11on, £200 
1ndud,ng paddle, phon,01522 526995. 
C2 Marathon, l(f mobile advemu., £JOO, piton, 01245 467771 
Cleaver-X, l~rton Kayaks), 7.4kg, perlea condnron-asnew, new,IJled, 
moo, phooe Tnsh01817831265,1n1h@tn1lllavey.ai.ul 
Concep" Des~ns 'The Top' compe111ron Kl kayak ~u,/Wh,,e, kevlar 
construction wuh matching OOshspon neoprene ~pray deck. vffy good 
condition,$1oredingarageunuseclast5years,£150ono,phoneJohnon 
0116 lll 2176 aher 7 pm 0!01572 822758 oll'rc, houo. 
Corsica Overflow, good condilion, ful! ww spec. footres~ backrest. airbags 
etc, mo ooo piton, 0161 795 2288 (Manches•rl orema,I 
harveybussm@manutd.com. 
CO!Sca S, Purple, good kayak £200 ono. M, 370 plastKlialom 1~, kaya~ 
yellow, VGC £100 ono. 6'8' Suri board w11h leash, VGC £100000. Palm 
wave/,urlsb, plasucWrthpaddo £150ono. Tel:Jon 01775 71ll61 
tene XS. The small peoons verson of this dassK boat It has seer my th,ee 
boys through their formative years on the wae; both home and abroad. An 
excelon1 boa1 for dlildren. Teal gre,n. Buoyancy ~1 Nylon spray deck. 
C\i~rens paddle. £180. N< Sum, Oon<aster (01302) 350573 evenings 
Dagger Encore, Open canoe play toa1, luR arrbags, saddle sea, w,lft 11,~h 
brace, good coooi11on £ 395. Tel 01772 78412°r 
Dagger freelall U, wilh ded; very good condition, £260, no offeo, phone 
Sunonon0411 778282. 
Dagger freefall LT, Yellow & Black wnh nose cone, good cooditlOll, bnlliant 
boat for hard WW, £200 ono. Savage Scorpion playboat fair condiMn, great 
fio1 playboa1 for l~hl paddle( laniasuc • the surf, £100 no oaes. lelfjlhon< 
02476 l7J524 after 5pm & ask for Andrew, boi<sare located rn 
Warwickshire bl.Ji I can deliver to Pont of the Ne~e· 
Da99er freelall, Red, lull plate ess, baooes1e1, £150, phone Rob on 0174 
831 2327 (ev,mngs), also varKlUs ~1. buoyancy aKlsantl othernems for 
sale. 
Daggerlnlrared, lyearold,superbplayboatinexcellentconditioo,fullww 
spec wrth lull pia,e bouest anti bow + sen caps, £425 ono, poor, Richard 
o,01924379508. 
Dagger Ocoee, open white water canoe, ideal rOOeo canoe, fully fined out, in 
very good cond,uon, hall r,w pnte, £675, d~ sun la1g,, £60, roof bao 
lodablelorastraestatew1th1ails·.s·reg),£40,roofbarsssangyoogmusso 
lockable,£40,phone01606862807(Chesh1re). 
Da99er Refleaoo 16, Open Canadian, gre,n, l cane"'"· ve~ good 
cond,uon, raielyused, 2 Grey Owl Voyager ll'ootlen Paddles, 2 Buoyancy 
aids, ponag, 1rolley, books, £550 ono, phone 01761 233070 (Meooip). 
Dagger RPM, good coodiuon, mu-~i-<oloored, purple black and white, ww 
specs, Slored indoors, £380, phor, 014112 666617, (East YorksarBl). 
Dagger RPM, very good contl11on, red anti yelklw, grab oops & buoyancy 
bags & end caps & paddling kll, excellent rive boat, £385 ono, phooe Manin 
07980 l411144 l~ymou1M. · 
Dancer X\ rn qreen ww spec, bad rest, £150, phone 01736 810770 
(Cornwall). 
4 Dan<eo, I S1unLbal, 2 fr"'~"· I Valles, I Mll70, all good condll~n. 
a,y reasonable offm rmsdered, Phone James on 0114 266 91380I' Emma 
on01142321472orR1chonOll42678J28(SheWold). 
[)scoveryKl,idealbeginnersmarathonracingtx>at. £150, phone David on 
01889 570369 
E11gma ~alllC Squrn Kaya~ good cond1100, IIO<ed ml!de snce r,w, mo, 
phon,Phrlon01792529072(5wansea). 
E1~ma PiaSI< Squrrt boaL yellow, very good cont111~n. £140 ono, phone 
019l78l5429(Yorkslme). 
Eskimo Gamble~ colour black. u-w~I Eskimo qu-ahty, ememely comlooable 
nser runne1, su11 beginnet to white water, paddl~ available ii reqwred,£200 
ooo telephooe Sob 015-09 853658 Mmngs, (Non,) 
Esomo Gambler, black, usual Eslimo qualrfy, extremely comlOllable nver 
runnetsuitbeginnertowhitewater, paddleavaftableif required, £200ono 
phone Sob, 01509 853658 evening, (Nons ). 
Esbmo Topo 'Spud', lull ww 1~ IUrquorse colQur, about 6 ye,o old, but 
little u-sed, good condition, includes rear air bag1 £200 ono, phone 01256 
l51482(ev,nrng1)(8asngsol,,lllm1). 
Eslimo 2wo, Red, ve,y good cond,uon, £400, pilone Gavrn on 0771 4511 
450. 
!:sknno Zwo - Blue, excellent condition - 6 months oft!, garage stored . 
iocreasedshoesizenecess1ta1essale11Grea1playboatwillbesooytosee1tgo. 
May be a~e 10 d~•er/m"1 a1 N011Jngham £475 ovno. To. Ol ll 2611970 
EJroKayakOlympian,Bu-oyancyatd,sizemediu-tn,neveiused,£25,phone 
0129482ll16 
fu~ Kl ww racer, by 1\lze Enterpnze, £80, phone ames 01633 259612"' 
01495 754277(SouthWales). 
'Gi10' kev!ar/diolen playboa~ made by Radical ~ves, this has a similar 
d1menS1011S to an Aaobat 270, is ~ery tough and very hght, woold sun a 
paddler up 10 10.5/11 sanes, great contl,100, U95, piton, Mamn on 01765 
692J09(NYorks). 
lnaron, 2JO, 6mron1hsold,goodcont111ron, grey anti b@cs £450000, 
phone 01743 J56JJ6 (Sluew,bu~). 
J Junor (glass) kayaks w11h paddles, buoyancy itlds & spra)llecks.£50 each or 
alllor£IOOM1keSundelland-Cumbna, 01768J-71406or 
m1kesunder@aol.com 
'J1nx'kevlar/dolensurlkayai,mad<byRadicalMoves,very1tr~aoovery 
light. woold double well as a slalom trainer, e~c~llent condition, £150, phone 
Mamn on 01765 692l09 (N Yorks). 
Kayak Pyranha 'Razo( Kayal Wh1e-wa1e, spec; Sade Rest Aw-Sags: and 
Neoprene Spraydeck .Excellent ConditJOn, oo~ 12 Mooths Old and Stored 

Indoors. 8ough1 for Over £500. Would sell for £l25.E·Mal: 
Jad:al_y3k@yahoo.com For Futher Details Warnngton Area 
Ko~a Kayak, Mara1hon consructron, lull carbon, sandwkh COMlruction hull, 
we,ghs only 7.6 kg, ,tle,I for up 10 I I.I llor,, excoon1 condnron, used less 
1han 10 times, £850 ono, phone Andrew on 01625 574124 
KwalliKrah T01,ring Kl, very old toureringrpw1th tu-med ou-tseamsand 
large codp,1, recently fined w11h Oil rudder aoo ,Iha-loam buoyancy, bas 
seat suspended from cod.pl! nm {non adJu-stable), ad1u-s1able footrest similar 
10 raong Kl be wide( Iron, end of boat is currenlly holed bu1 paddle-able 
1hanks 10 gaff,, rapel Olf,o uwned, phone Davrd on 01889 570369. 
Kl /,JI Kevlar, con11ruaron, ov,o,ern, £100, phone 0115 9JJ 4768. 
K1Anaka,o'Sl£175,phone01245467771. 
Kl Double Ou-tch Judge, vacuu-m construction, excellent cood1tton, £700, 
phon,01159ll4768 
Kl Glass Ranger, good contl111on, £125, phone Cohn on 01372 223024 (day) 
or019l2855786(ev,rnngs). 
1<1, N1ckPmkObsesS10nKl,su1tablefo,marathon01"spnntepoxycarbon· 
kevlar sandwich hu-ll, carbon-kevtar deck weight to race 9kg, good cond1t100, 
£395, phone Melvin on 01244 314214 (evemngsantl we,(ends). 
Kl Rap,er, ""1. £160, p/ton,01245 467771. 
Kl Supet Savage, w,~ wa,er, made in New Zea~oo. carboo-kevlar 
coosuuaioo, good condition, weight 10kg, ready to race, £300, phone 
Mei•n on 01244 314214 (evenrngs anti we,kentls). 
Kl Supef Savage, Wild Watet made in New Zealand, kevla1 con$1ruct10n, 
training boat, very strong, weight 11 kg, needs some anen11on to the fron1 
decx, £125, pbcre Melvinon01244 l14214 (eveningsantlweekends). 
IQ, OW spec, w,th bandies aoo pump, good coidnkm, £260 ono, phone 
loy{eon0194984J757(day)or0194984l4JS(Nomngham). 
Kl GayboStilletto, fullkevtarconstruaionundersternandoverstefnrudders 
sound boa1rnfarr/good cond11on, £250, phone Melvin on 01244 314214 
(ev,nrng,antlwe,kentls). 
IQ Mrrag,, Mkl o'II handles, £JOO, phone 01245 467771. 
tenman Paddles, top construction carbon·kevlar blades with aluminium tips, 
mediu-m size blade ready to be assembled, complete wrth metal JOlrnng piece 
and epoxy gtu-e, new cond1t100 bargamat £180, phone Melvin oo 01244 
314214(eveningsandweekeflds). 
loogiohn w.1 sui\ medium,,., buoyancy aKI 18CU approved) 8.0.H's some 
books etc, nng for detafls, phone John on 0116 277 2176 after 7 pm or 
01572822 758officehouo. 
Mag< Sal hard~ used, on lakes only, lull plate 1001 ,es,, mo, phone Dave 
on 020 8472 2120 aondon). 
Mc Nulty Huntsman Sea Kayak, good condinon, new !latch covers, £300 ono, 
phone Mark on 01443139278 any lime, or eee message (5. Wales). 
Mrl70, plas1<slaloml1Jlekaya,purple,goodconclruon,11oredrngarage, 
£100ono, phor,Kev01768780107. 
Mould Trylon '\(jo', £25, phone James 01633 259612 or 01495 754277 
(SouthWales). 
Nomad Predsron 2, Kl Slaklm Kayak 10 sun person up 10 IOsl m w,~h\ 
phonelomon01142251914or07979J60556. 
Old Town Discovery Scou~ Teal green, Wicker seats, front and ear air bags, 
lash rn fl<'""· good condrtron, £500, phone Ian on 01931 712627. 
Old Town Discovery, 14.8 canadan with paddles, lino use, £250, piton, 
C,inon01l72 223024(day)or01932855786(evenings). 
Old Town 169, 6 yeao old but in good condruon, £600 ono, phooe 01229 
582278(\outhLJkes). 
OldTownOiscovery14.8canadianwith~ddles,!1nleu-se,£2SO.K1 Glass 
Rallljf\ good condi100, £125. UK4 IOunng double, £85. Call (>in Oll72- 
22l024 (day)"' 019JH55786 (Mnl) 
Old Town on,,. Orange Ohanar/ROyalfx. The~,,,. solo open canoe. 
Lenglh ll'IO",WidthJO".Percep11onsaddo,fullbuoyancy bags.Ad~antl 
stable boat great for rrver running. Old but in !P(ld condiuon. (200. Nie 
8urne,Oonc,mer(Oll02)J5057Jevenings. 
Open canoe, 15ft G1umman Aluminium, £280 ono, phone Torn 01989 
769531 ffi011<111·Wye, Herelordshrre). 
Qn"'l'Ofll 16' Scandon Single, A"'" beauty, marin, ply, l~hl fa11, sable, 
as r,w, cost £400, offeo over [200, pboee John on Oll2J 6l8351. 
P & H Capella Sea Kaya~ pol~hene 1e1raaable sky bad ,es,, 2 batches, ve~ 
good condnKlll, £450, phone 017J6 810770 (ComwaU). 
P & H Capella Sea Kaya< dat ~ue. 2 ha1ches anti bulkheads, deckJines, 
th~hgnp1,reuaaableskeg,1pra)llecl, sea paddle, usedonfylumesaooso 
,nve~good conclruon, E450, phon< Howard 0101244344117. 
Paddles, set of~" paddles, very good cond,IJott, £25, phone 01294 
82Jl16. 
Pe«:ep11on Corsic.a, Teal green, very gooo roncton only used on Coniston & 
Windermere, £250,phor,0125JJ56718(Blat\pool). 
Perceplion (orsic,, good cooo,100, £100 ono, poor, AIIIOf1 on 01727 
862460(Hertfordshire). 
Pet-ceptJon Gy1a Max Cl, good condition, stored inside Sioce new, £150, 
phor,Philon01792529-072~wansea). 
Perception Pirouene, full ww/spec., airbags, fu-11 plate footres~ badres1, hip 
pads, £275, Phone 079395 ll865. 
Perception ~rouene, 1upeopor1, very good condnron, ~ue. £260, poor, nm 
on 01792234676. 
Pefcept100PirooeneS,exceUentcond11ion,fu-!lpla1efootrest,bad::1es1,pale 
~ue. 110,ed rntloors, mo, phooe 01482 666617 (Eas Yorks are,). 
Perception Pirouene 5, good condnJOn, blue, ww spec, fuH pla1e foot es, 
badres\a,rbag1,nosecap,£275,phoneJohnon01524419421or07974 
597048(Morecambe). 
Perceptron Reflex, piall< slaklm kaya~ good cond,IKl!l, 110<ed rnl!de since 
new,£220,phonePhilon01792529-072(Swansea). 
Perceplion Super Spo~ blue, ve~ good contlnion, £270, phone 01792 
2l4676(1outhWales). 
PerceptJOn Super·sport, very good condition, £250, also Concept top slalom 
kayal £75, phone Ru1h on 0115 846 9121 (Nomngbaml wnh an offet 
PefceptlOO Wlvp-it, red. good cood1t100, 1ndu-de spray deck. £300, consider 
swap for sea kayal phone 01304 J7JS95 (Kenu em,il 
stevestagg@hotmail.com. 
Percephon Wh1p-r\ ~u, anti yellow graphics, lull ~'" fined, good condition, 
excellen1 all roJntl boa1, £JOO, piton, Alan on 014ll 670211 (Oerbyslure) 
Penepton Whip,;, yellow praline""'°"· hrp pads •c. £240, phone Rob on 
01748312l271evenings). 
Percfjllron Wlip-t good condrtron, qreat surfieg & playiJoa\ ~ue & w11h 
both endcaps, £280 ono, phor, Nitl on 01723 363176, emai 
N@abu-llamore.freeserve.co.u-k. 
Percepuon 30, purple/red, 3 months of use, very good condition, sell for 
BOO ono, bargain mate, phone John on 01443 222035, can arrange delive1 
tomosttopkayakings19hts. 
Plywood round bilge kayak, 13h x 24 ins, lightweight, with spray cover, £99, 
used only for ocmronal demo as were 7ft fun, plywood sailing dinghy, £90 

anti 10ft plywood solo trimaan wnh do1h wing sail, £240, all are car· 
toppable and need to vac.ate our garage so the car can go m there! Phone 
01237 475165 (nonh Devon) email dddes~n1@ma1lcrty.com. 
Pl1Jon Invader, alpine spec. blue, full plate footres~ airbags, backrest, drain 
~IKj, £200, phone 0181 JJS 4194 ~. London I lorrey). 
Pn1on 'T' - Canyon, good cond111on, IIO!ed insrde snc, r,w, £125, phor, 
Ph11on01792 529-072 ~wansea). 
Pyranha Acrobat 270, 1ed, full plate footrest, bad: s11ap, stored indoors, very 
good condnoo, £JOO ono, phone Davllf on 01270 587908 (Cltesh,re, 
Crewe). 
Pyranba Aaoba1 270, blatl, an ~1. full pla,e loo1res", ba~ re11, 11ored 
otloors, IWO pa10 ol Sdt,gel paddles (one pa,r SM') £270 for quitl sale, 
phone0797064207J(Saffords!ire). 
Pyranha Acrobat JOO, ~°'" Classk Helmel (med.), spraydeck (nyion), 
Robson Carbon fibre paddle Palm Uper Buoyancy Aid, all for £500 ono, 
excellem concf11~n. Phone Phrl on 07977 494 598 (Miltoo Keynes). 
Pyranha Anacl red, hardly used, great ~ay boa110! 1he sm,ller wa1er, mo 
ono, poor, Alan 014ll 670211 (Oerbysh,re). 
Pyranha Anai, mango, less lhan a year old, lloted ...i,, brilam fun boa1 
lor1hekeenpaddler, msono,phoneGavon07712l58212. 
PyranhaBlade,Mango,greatcondiuon,fu!lwwspec,incfootpegs,anda1r 
~.£JOO,phonelornon0191l8ll244. 
Pyranha Master, fu-11 white water spec, xlmked plastle etc, good conditon, 
£100ono.Phone/,Jisonon01727862460(Hertfordshire). 
Pyranha MIOo Bat 230, good condition. stored mside since rrw, £275, 
phon,Phrlon01792 529072(Swanse,). 
PyranhaMicroBat230,blue,welllovedbmreasonablecondnion,missing 
nose cooe but has a1fbags, fool/est and back/est, contact Sam at 

. d _ wy,ed _ 99@yahoo.com 
Pyranha MKro Bat 230, purple, good condition, whne watff spec etc. £250, 
phooe s., on 01768 863452. 
Pyranha MKroba1240, good condition, lull whee wa1er spec, ms, also 
spraydecx, £JS, poor, Oer,kon 01628486075. 
Pyranha Mountain 300, Relf, very good condition, ww spec. air bags, £275, 
phone frank on 01709 543770 (Rotherham) 
Pyranha S10!m, m,ngo and b1atl mu~ a~ lull XR outlining, Yaom, looues1, 
hip pads, superb coooit~n. wonh £680 braoo r,w, sell for mo ono, phon< 
0145] 890474. 
Pyranba s,onin. lllatl, Yakima footres", h,p pads, bow and sern caps 
glc,Q\/itl sale needed £420 ono Llrg, orang, fibreglass ~1m1lar kJoks 10 a 
pyranhamaster)nostoragespacelehneedqu-icksale£25withsp,ayded: 
anti fibreglass paddle KIOOarnswooh 1~11 paddle ve~ good conditon £JS 
ono Conaa Jatlre 01709 740624 (near sheffield) in ev,mngs oremai 
porsche 69@exate.com 
Pyranha-Stunt Bat. good condition, stored inside since new, £250, phone Phil 
on01792 529072~wansea). 
Pyranha 5!1Jnt Bat . Red, WW spec. Mainfy used on llat water and in very 
good corxltion, stored in doors. An excellent all rou-00 boat that wou-kl suit 
beg,nner/ 1mermetfo1e. Comple,e with Ams worth paddlf aoo 2 spra)llecks I 
I neoprene & I nylon). £265.00 ono. Palm WW buoyettC'f a<i, ~ue aoo 
blacl Good condi1ion, hardly used. £30.00 ono. Tel: 01604 494112 after 
5pm, Northamp1on. Could deliver to Nene White Water centre. 
Pyranha Tufty Master, front and rear air Dilgs, good cood111on, £100, phone 
I-On on 01889570369. 
PyranhaProspector, ifl1easonablecond1tion, phone01813354194 (London 
/Sou1hEast). 
PyranhaStu-ntBat.Navyblue,wh11ewaterspec.Cioodcondi110n 
£275ono.Prijon Hu-rricane. Blad. white water spec. Good 
condition.£180ono.(onoolacquelm, on 01959 521529 (Kenu or, ,-mail al 
1m,yer@brea1hemai.r,1 
Pyrariha Razor spraydeck, Phoenix of Notmgham. Only u-sed IWJCe hence 
perlect lwm seal waiSI, size M. EJS. 01268 782l61 
Raang IQ, IOUlh Afncan""""' of ~na buil1 by Noningham Canoe Club, 
iwo10nepurplewnhseat1, £200, phor,Sconon01889570J69. 
Refle<11onl6,opencanoe,brandnew,stillwrapped,blu-e,f1.1llashtrim, 
£900, phone 01934 518505. 
Reg1/icl 1<2, Sandwichconstruct100,sprmtweigh1,excellemcond111on, £450, 
iwowooden "'"· £150, all usedfortra,nrng on~. phon,01502 711376. 
RIOl 007, custom mixed terracotta-pink coloor- only one in existence-ve1y 
cool, Kleal rn1roducto,y platboal, sman enough 10 cartwheel anywhere, bui 
spins like crazy in big water, £370 ono, ~ned with atone seat, good 
cood1tl0fl, can deliver H.P.P. or N. Wales, or most playspots. Phone Pete on 
07714 758086. Also, Ya~ Ot D's buoyancy aKI, EJS. 
Roof bao, 10 fi1 Rove, 200 /pre 97 style) or Rover 800, serure, m~. cost 
over£100,selllor£25,phon,Ph1ll1pon01814605471. 
Thule Roooacl, vauxhaN astra / corsa or daewoo nexia unused, £50 ono, 
phone Al"°" on 01727 862460 (Hertlordsh11e), 
R01oba1, damaged sea, & •ar deck, m, poor, James 016JJ 2596 I 2 or 
01495 754277(SouthWales), 
Sari Canoe, 1mo Pe1er' by lo/way, good cond,11on, lull ng anti paddles, m,y 
be ablf 10 d,1.,,, £100 IO!quitl sale, phone ChM on 01703 8619-07 
(lou1hampton). 
Savage Beas~ 1 year old, good playboat / nvef runner for an intermediate or 
advanced paddle\ can meet al Sheffield, ~rmrngham, Nomrgham, Tryweryn. 
£400ono,phoneffichon01142678J28orema,I 
MEA97RMT@sheW.rda<.uk. 
Savage Manrar: m Red. VGC, I year old, hard~ used due 10 •ru~.£475 ono. 
CallAl"on078018011l9or0162677l981. 
Sea Kaya~ shorelin, by Nonh Shore, bulkheads & deck haiches from and 
rear, knee tu-be, ded moonted compass and chimp pump, £380, phone 
Simon on 0411778282. 
Seakayak(Eurokayaks)goodcontlnionalldecklrnese1c, red, £l00ono, 
Tono:0151 ll43502. 
Sea Kayak, fun expedrtron, Nooh Slto!e Man"" compi,,e wnh Srlva Deel 
compass, ret,aaable skeg etc, very good condruon, £625 ooo, phone 01294 
823316. 
Sea Kayak, P & H ,,floe, wrth rudd" expedition, IWO halches, deck pump, 
spray ded, good cond1t1011, £100, medical reason IOI' sale, phone Steve on 
Oll592J1460(suffolij. 
Sea Loo, piaSI< se, kayal halChes, bulkheads, ~ue. loam sea, @rge 
cotlpn, good load car"" £400 ono, poor, Dave on 01691 659280 
(Ganaber, Treliach, Oswest~) 
51aklm Cl, damaged seat & nm, 325, poor, James 01633 259612 or 01495 
754277(SoulhWales). 
Slalom Sensor (1, nearly new coodi110n, no repairs, carbon construruon, 
£JOO, p/ton,01642 865607 ITees11dearea). 
Sou• Tounng Kl, as uied by Sea Cade" lot racing, fined wnh portaging 
haooles anti fla1 adj"'1able I"'"""· cou~ easily have rudder fITTed, in 
excellenleontlnion, £150, phor, 0ml on 01889 570369. 

S1abolQ,1ymmelrKaldes~nbu11t Please forward 
by Nomngham Canoe C!u-b with 
llf;rutltlf(greenantlgreyw,th II d 
"'"·asnew£JOO,phor,Oavrtl a a VertS tO 
on 01889 570369. 
S1e,lthl'fayboa1,l~h1~ue. appear in the 
excolem condnoo, £290, poor, 
Aooyon0191285014l (Nonh 
EasQ,em,il,a.@1rd@byzalco.ul 
Stuntbats2,onetealgreen, 
WWspec.a1rbags,backstrap,h1p, 
gOOOco'ldinon,keptindoors.lnd • 
Palm Gaste1 decx. £250ono. 2nt1 d I rect to; 
Greenolder,repa1redbutsound 

~~~;\\\to/s11~1/:~" BCU HQ 
To~,no-0uo,verygood • N tt· h 
cont1,110n, available101~ I V1"1 al Jn O Jn g a ITT. 
HPP.phor,(h1r1on0115928 
2m MEMBERS 
TopoSpud,6month1old,hardly 
used,lulwh11ewa1er1pec,plu1 ADS FREE 
spra)llecx. mo ono, phor, Darren 

:::,~:1i1!:,~:: 0115 9821100 
Tratletooedoubleaxle,41evel, 
wiilt paddle racls, r,w cond,1Jott 
andcapableofc.arryingK1's,K2's,PlasllCboats,CaMdiansOl'slalomboa3, 
capableolcarry,ng up1022 boa", £1500 ono, PhoneAncfrewon0410 745 
7l6or01772814549. 
!~on Sea ~ng. sea kayal 5.2m long w,lh iw• hatches and deck Ire and 
paddle, £160 ono phone John on 0116 277 2176 after 7 pm or01572 
822758ollc, houo. 
UK4, tounng double, £85, phooe Colrn 01 Oll72 22l024(llay)or019l2 
855786(even,ngs). 
WavesportStu-bby,pur~e.goodcondit1on,excellentnverrunnef/playboat. 
can delNerlO Hurley, £350, phon, Ed on 01494 472JJO. 
Wooden open canoe, 15 foot 2 mch long, recenlly retaped, complete with 
some sailing rig, and one paddle, reasonablecond1uon, £150000, phone Ian 
on01621854825(Essex). 
WWRCI Joker, excellentcondi1ion, wnhpaddleantlspraydecx, £100on 
phone Peter on 01865 SSJIJ8 (Oxfor~. m,rshall@havenon.u~et.com, or 
petetrnaJSha!l@bmw.co.uk. 
Wild Waler Raong Kl lopet Savage made in New 2ealand c,rflon-1:evlar 
construction good cond1non weight 10kg ready !O race £300 Lenman Pao:!!es 
top construction carbon-kevlar blades wi:h alumin1u-m tips mediu-m size b0cle 
ready to be assembled complete w11h metal joining piece and epoxy glu-e 
New Condrtion barga,n at £1801el 0124' 314214 ew,rungsancl weekerm 

Members 
Classified 

forRent 
Shawnee lodge & Outfiners, AccommodatJng the Outdoor Adventu-ret fine 
IOOgingbegmningatS65,allpnvatebatrts,hogehtchen&lobby,separate 
quaint ~uest conage, kayak touring - rentals, sales, lessons (BCU level 2 
coach), guided mountain bi~ toors, fly fishing, wh~e watet hiking, rod: 
dimb<ng, sliing, snowshoeing, dog lnendly, 595 Shawnee Road, Sanner Eri, 
N.C. 28504 828·963-6200. 

Losiaoofoooo 
Dagger Kayak, found on Rwer Dee (Cltesrer Area), poor, 01829 770869. 
Pacl<l~loundon1henverSpnnt,Cumb,a,0~02/00.Phonelvanon01524 
735141 
foontl,on1heRwerRawthey(Cumbna)onlondayllfebrua~,apa,rof 
paddles.~easephoneMarkon(012SJ)824677. 
Two Py,anha Aaoba1 270', s,o1en, or,• ~ue/grey "111 or,• mack, bo1h 
havedistmctivepersonalisa110n,refertrKenumbers: Blue/grey: 
AFUC8IIBEIJO, Black: AOTL512ASIMG, ~"" could you put the word 
aroondthattheseverytreasu-redpossessioosweres!olenfromAmbleside, 
the lake District on 27th Jufy 1999 froo, our pnvate ca, pa~ and have suit not 
beef1 retriel/ecl (a roof rack was also taken), an adven at you canoe-dub°' on 
you-1 web page would be excellent! A reward is offered for information 
leading to the retneval of these boats. Ef\'la1I h.meeky@v1rgin.oet or 
J.greeny@virgm.net. 
PyranhaBlade{purple),andpurplewernersstolenfromBurrssneon 
18/12/99, arty mlorm,uon phone Andy on 01254 824007 or 
antlyn@~uecano,.com 
Red Kaia, lountl (has N. Wes, Reg,on on 11) on 1he 11lVer Oar,, NonhWJCh, 
phone0160641522 or01606 704097. 
Werne1 Paddles, lo5t on RlVer KenL fen baooed yellow blade werneo a, Hlfce 
fall1earlyan,pmM1keon0179l61177l. 

Wanted 
(re,k 280, ,n good condrtoo, phon, Alex on 01793 879119 (Wiltshue). 
~non x.i.ncer, reasonabo condnon, can ,,lea, phone 01592 890453. 
Panne,loropena0111ngsaoo'challenge'paddlessough1by8oumemou1h 
basedseapaddletSouthcoa11basedpaddlerpreferred1ofaal11a1ereguar 
101m1ra,n1ngpaddles, I havealreadydor,channe/aoss,ng, lnshse,, Sclres 
etc,bu-twooldbehappytobuildu-pfromshonertripsw11ha!essexpenenced 
bu1keenpartner, plton,Grahamon012024J1617. 
PyranhaProspeaor,opencanoe(Royale1),condrtJon1sn'11001mpon.antbut 
not a wreck please! Can collect most parrs UK, Phone Nid: on 01489 576988 
(Sou1hasp1on). 
Pyranha ~um, or Row JOO, under £JOO good condition, NOi red, ~nk or 
brown, phone Cher•on01622 727025 ~,m). 
Quam,cyofSer:ontl-hantl Kayaks, paddles,equipmeni, 1railer,e1c, lorlea 
Scoot group, willing to pay realistK pricei, phone 01923 771582 or01923 
776035. 
AcoupleolSpud1,phoneMarcuson07897405265(MKllantl1)or,m,,I 
marcus.draper@apexsystems.com. 
Team membeo lot O ol E Gold Sea Kayaong expednon • lu~ 2000, lulfy 
organised, JU-St lack.mg panic1pants, phone Tara on 01889 568882 orema~ 
1apm@effectec.demon.co.u-k. 
Twopersonseakaya~p/ton,Simonon0411778282 
6PlastKPoloBoats,(Batsorsim1lar),andanyothefequ1pmentforkayak 
watff polo, by canoe grou-p starting u-p a ne-w polo team, we are based m 
East Anglia but c.an pick u-p anyw-here in Bntain, eqwprnent has !o be in 
reasonable cooon,on, lair price partl, phone Icon 01986 895999, emai 
nine.des1gn@virgin.net 

Second Hand Boats www.aswatersports.co.uk 
I 
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Surprise, Surprise! It was like taking off a blind fold, waking 
up to find you were in the midst of the most beautiful 
scenery in Britain. The snow capped mountains of Glencoe 
and the crystal clear water of the rivers immediately acted 
as an uplifting drug, banishing away the aches and pains of 
being couped up for eight and half hours in an mini bus 
based on the ergonomics of a primary school child. Not that 
this would have damped the spirits of the twenty paddlers 
on a mission to have a great weekend paddling. Our 
objectives, according to our top secret agenda, were to: get 
wet, get cold - really cold, not just York cold, re-orientate 
ourselves into new, 'there's always water', 'loads of rivers' 
culture, understand the native language with the aid of 
translator McSquirt and last, but certainly not least, to 
discover the attraction of single malt whiskies. 

Being a mixed ability group of paddlers ranging from the fishes 
who had only been canoeing since October to those who were 

happy throwing themselves off grade 5 waterfalls just to tick it 
off, get the T-shirt, get the photo, we nevertheless found a river 
for everyone. The really keen river junkies peeled themselves out 
of their warm sleeping bags a tad far too early an hour in the 
morning to paddle the River Coe (grade 4) from Loch Actriochan 
back to the bunkhouse. Judging from the stories circulating whilst 
munching greasy 
bacon breakfast, 
even the most 
experienced were 
tested, each 
knocking up some 
points on the fishy 
swim chart. 

Mother 
Nature and 
the minibus 
With every thermal 
on, we set off to 
paddle the Upper Roy. 
That was the plan, 
but Mother Nature 
and the minibus had 
other ideas. As the 
tiny, bendy road, deemed unsuitable for caravans, (well it was a boat 
trailer, not a caravan) rose steeper, a snow storm decided to whiten the 
road. All out to push. Wheels spinning and diesel fumes belching, we 
changed plan and pushed the trailer back down, much to the 
bemusement of a local farmer in his 4x4. The Lower Roy was hardly a 
bad consolation. It was hard to believe that this was actually Britain, the 
water was perfectly clear and snow covered mountains soared around 
us. If it wasn't for the numb hands it could have a greener version of the 
Alps. The grade 3 section from Stone Bridge to Roy Bridge proved to be 
a thoroughly worthwhile paddle. The rapids were not too challenging 

(although you may disagree if 
you had swam four times) but 
they kept coming at you fast. 
There was no time to fall into a 
false sense of security on flat, 

Artcle by Ruth Holdway 
Photos by Ruth Holdway 

Top: The Team 

Left: Ruth paddling the 'Chicken Shoot' 

Upper right: Jay paddling the Easan 
Dubha on the Orchy 

Right: Jay paddling the main shoot on 
the 'Chicken Shoot' on the Orchy 

boring sections. There were rapids which left you thinking, oh that was 
bigger than I expected, as your boat decided spontaneously to pull some 
impressive rodeo moves. 

Cultural experience 
It was a bunch of tired but hungry paddlers that attacked the chilli before 
sampling an essential ingredient of Scotland at the well patronised pub in 
Glencoe. To the uninitiated southerner this was a cultural experience in 
itself. People were actually wearing traditional Scot dress, brandishing 
swords and dancing on the tables. Glencoe is the centre of inter-clan rivalry 
following the history of the massacre of the Macdonalds by the Campbells. 

Separating yourself from the cosy sleeping bag and getting into wet, 
cold canoe kit was hardly any easier the next morning, We'd journeyed 
several hundred miles for this pleasure, we were going to find some serious 
fun on a river, however cold. The River Orchy (grade 3/4/5), from the Bridge 
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interesting grade 3 rapids preceding the grade 4 'Chicken Shoot', so 
named as the main shoot can be avoided. Sheep Trolley Gorge 
followed. (what the relationship between sheep and trolleys is I don't 
know.) There were several routes down this rapid, it was a case of 
choose your own route, what they didn't warn us of, was the big hole 
on the right resulting in a few interesting enders and/or swims. 

of Orchy to above Eas Urchaidh was on the agenda today. This 
was a really good paddle with plenty of rapids on a river that 
had much more water than the Roy, providing some interesting 
holes which, as you plunged unsuspecting into, you just knew 
that it was going to gobble you. 

'Chicken Shoot' 
There were not many people who escaped a cold dunking, on 
some of the grade four rapids there were boats, swimmers 
and paddles all over the place. After a warm up stretch of 
bouncy ripples things started getting more exciting with a few 

Lucky escape 
Most sane people portaged the grade 5 rapid of the Eason Dubha, that is 
except the Duo, pretty impressive considering the front man had only 
been paddling since October and is better known for his active study of 
Marine Biology. It would have been a bit nasty if the central line was 
missed as one paddler nearly found out but had a lucky escape booting off 
one of the rocks. 

Those who were chilled to the bone escaped to the waiting mini bus at 
this point. Excitingly named Grade 4 rapids, Sore Tooth, Roller Coaster, 
End of Civilization and Witch's Step followed in quick succession giving 
most people the 
opportunity to practice 
their rolls in anger. The 
feeling of elation after 
completing my first 
grade 4 river was 
wonderful, making the 
long treck home well 
worth it. 

The unenlightened 
non-canoeing 
fraternity probably 
thought we were mad 
eturning at 2 .30am 
bsolutely exhausted 
ut a weekend's 
addling in Scotland 
as not something 
hich could be easily 
issed. • 

Ke . le,noe Services ~P,oo~u:t0
;; 

showroom full of boats and kit. 
Contract Prices for Scouts, 
Guides, Sea Cadets, Centres 

B.C.U approved Canoe School. 

Ring: (01732) 886688 
Surf: www.kcs.dircon.co.uk 
for directions and opening times 

New House Farm, Kemsing Road, Wrotham, 
Kent TN15 ?BU 
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Open Canoe 
I I 

The first of many! 

Why should the men have all the fun? So Sid and Smurf 
dreamed up the girlie weekend. The men folk started to get 
slightly nervous. Plans were put into motion, and word 
started to spread. No men and kids sounded like a great 
idea. Numbers where small, but it was going ahead 
whatever. 

Men where becoming nervous. We even heard mumblings of a 
renegade boy's weekend. Tough! The gear and canoes where 

coming with us. It was our turn to play. A male offered to bring 
down his van with a trailer for the canoes. Another said he would 
shave off his moustache and wear a skirt. Their kind invites 
where declined. It was going to be a ladies only weekend. 
Anyway how many women do you see paddling in skirts? Things 
started to come together and the total shot up to 19 plus one 
male, Cirrus the dog! 

It was on! Lessons had been given in tying canoes to car roofs and 
putting up tents. Please note that none were given in childcare and 
housework! 

So the day came. The weather was terrible and many journeys had 
been delayed due to accidents on the motorways. But everyone arrived 
safe and sound at Bracelands campsite. Tents were pitched, evening meals 

prepared, and drinks supplied to 
all. Entertainment arrived in the 
form of six men trying to pitch 
their tent. It was so hysterical that 
we left them to it. It was Karen's 
Birthday. With a chorus of Happy 
Birthday, Sid produced a cake in 
the shape of a Furby. I think 

* The names of men have 
been left out to protect the 
innocent, we know who they 
are!!! 

Karen's into genetically modifying food. It didn't look anything like a Furby 
after she had finished slicing it up! I won't say where the first cut went! It 
was a good night with loads of cake and the cans of Fosters flowed freely. 

Saturday morning 
We awoke on the Saturday to find the morning was overcast with a cool 
wind. But that wasn't going to dampen our spirits. The rest of the group 
soon arrived and we set off for Huntsham Bridge. As the shuttle set off for 
Monmouth the heavens opened. Refuge was sought under the bridge as 
we waited. As Sid went off to Monmouth we had Cirrus. He was all ready 
to go with his red lifejacket on. He looks even cuter wearing it. Three cars 
stopped to ask if the dog was wearing a lifejacket. 

The river was at a very low level 
with a nice moderate flow. Just right 
for our group of mixed paddling ft ] . ~ "- left: Sid 
skills. The only thing that gave us 
any trouble was the gusting 
wind that slowed us down for a 
time. But this was not a race 
and with a gentle pace we 
drifted down the river. 
Amazingly we didn't 
encounter anyone 
else till we passed 
Symonds Yat 
West, 
considering 
how many 
trailers had 
passed 
us. It 
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Below: Huntsham Bridge. It's raining, but we don't care 
Right: I'm not really eating chocolate 
Bottom right: Chocolate stop 

A toast was proposed to Sid and Smurf for their fine work. After a quick 
move to the restaurant section, our minds turned to food. Bronya did an 
excellent job of ordering our meals. Grub quickly came, and was swiftly 
devoured. When asked if anyone would like a pudding, the answer was in 
unison, CHOCOLATE! What else could the answer be? Unfortunately they 
didn't have anything on the menu. With that some children's chocolate 
bars appeared and where handed out. Now that's what you call looking 
after your customers. After a few more pints of the local cider we left 
leaving a good tip for their brilliant hospitality. Oh yes! It was still raining! 
In fact it didn't stop all night. 

Sunday morning 
7 .00 it stopped raining! Almost all had the same idea. Get dressed and run 
to the loo. Sunday morning 7.05 it started throwing it down again! Back to 
sleep for a bit. After breakfast we held a meeting. The plan was to go and 
play one the rapids till you wanted to go home. The weather report was 
not good for the rest of the day with strong winds and torrential rain. 
Because most had been delayed on the trip down because of bad weather, 
we opted to take steady journeys back home. Better safe than sorry, as the 
rapids will be there for us to play on another day. 

So ended the first Open Canoe Association Girlie Weekend. We all had 
a fantastic time, despite the rain, and are looking forward to doing it again. 
It just leaves me to thank from all of us. Sid and Smurf for bringing 
everything together and making it work so well. Bracelands campsite for 
letting us stay and The Rock Inn for providing wonderful food and 
chocolate! • 

was the river the weather and us having a good time. 
As we approached Symonds Yat rapids, we gathered together to sort 

out trim and boats. Sid did a recce of the water. Everything was okay, so we 
set off in convoy to go down. Smurf and her partner led the way. Smurf did 
her Moses bit. "There's nine more open boats coming after us!" With that 
the rapids parted of kayaks for a clear run down. Everybody enjoyed going 
down the rapids, and we arrived at the end without incident or accident. 
We pulled up on the sandy bank for lunch. The rain kindly ceased for our 
break. Two male kayakers paddled over and asked 
what we were up to. This is the first Open Canoe 
Association Girlie Weekend. We had a chat then put 
them to use by taking a group photo. 

With lunch over it started to rain again! Cirrus was 
having a great time duck spotting from the canoe 
gunwales. The rest of the paddle to Monmouth was 
taken as easily as the start with one short break for 
chocolate. All of us arrived safely at Monmouth rowing 
club in a downpour. With everything swiftly away we 
headed back to the campsite for a hot shower. Cirrus 
was the first to get dry. He enjoyed being rubbed down 
by three ladies! A slight detour was made to collect the 
canoe at Symonds Yat and the van left at l:luntsham 
Bridge. A man was quickly borrowed to put the canoe 
on the roof of the van. It was easier than getting the 
stepladder out. 

With all of us now clean and dryish, it was still 
raining, five kindly volunteered to drive to the pub for 
our evening meal. Well with no men, and no kids, why 
should there be any cooking and washing-up! In we 
marched and took the place over. This was achieved 
with great ease, as there was only one person in the 
bar. We sat down and sorted out the remaining admin. 
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Rodeo 
Coaching Courses 

Dukeshouse Wood Centre 
BCU Courses in Northumberland 
BCU Coach Level 2 Training - Kayak. 30th - 31st May 2000 
BCU Coach Level 2 Training - Canoe. 1st - 2nd June 2000 
BCU Coach Level 2 Training - Kayak. 23rd - 24th October 2000 
BCU Coach Level 2 Training - Canoe. 25th - 26th October 2000 
Cost for each of the above courses: £40 non-residential, £55 residential (one night). 

BCU Coach Level 2 Assessment- Kayak. 31st May 2000 
BCU Coach Level 2 Assessment - Canoe. 2nd June 2000 
BCU Coach Level 2 Assessment - Kayak. 24th October 2000 
BCU Coach Level 2 Assessment - Canoe. 26th October 2000 
Cost: For each of the above assessment courses: £25 (non-residential) 

If you wish to book on any of the above or have any queries about BCU 
coaching courses, please contact the Centre well in advance to discuss the 
necessary BCU registration procedures. 
Level 2 Training and Assessment courses can be specially arranged for small 
group with sufficient notice. 

Contact:- George Thompson, Dukeshouse Wood Centre, Hexham, 
Northumberland.NE461TP 

Tel: 01434 602622, Fax: 01434 608275, Email: centre@dukeshouse.demon.co.uk 

,-:,,<' ,1. ~ :i'i,H ~ri- ! !lr. i~1?: t- ~p;;·j~i~ CANOE CAPITAL OF NORTH AMERICA 
,&: .• 1• 2,500 km of wilderness routes- Birthplace of Grey Owl 

~-' Ancient Pine Forests • Hiking • Indian pictographs 
Canoe & kayak rentals • Outfitting • Guided tours 
Organic cuisine • Lodgings • Sauna • Maps, gear,etc. 

Smoothwater Outfitters & Ecolodge • Box 40 Temagami, 
Ontario- POH 2HO •Canada• Fax:00-1-705-569-2710 
temagami@onlink.net • www.smoothwater.com 

temagami@onlink.net • www.smoothwater.com 

PracSRST Al D tor remote area: e 
mediact tel/fax 01298 71827 

www.med1act.net 
Lots of practice, no jargon. 

16 hour Emergency and 24 hour FAW courses. 
Courses based in Peak District or 'in house' at your own venue. 

5EJSHETLAND CANOE CLUB .,. 
Shetland Sea Kayak Symposium 7-10 July 2000 

Wide range of sessions, both on and off the water, welt known and 
knowledgeable contributors. trade stands, demo equipment, some the finest 
sea kayaking in the world . 

Contact Tom Smith on 01595 859647, email 
Tom@televiradio.demon.co.uk for more information. 

This event has been made possible by support from 
Scottish Hydro-Electric's Comrnupjty Fund. Shctland,~!~~ds -~l- -.lUQ 

M(IJUH)ffMM 
1-(llJH)MMIJ 
, _ 
----------" 

SEA KAYAKING ON THE 
FJORDS & LAKES OF NEW 
ZEALAND'S LAST GREAT 

WILDERNESS AREA 
Milford, Doubtful & Dusky 
Sounds and Lakes Manapouri 
& Te Anau. Freedom rentals 

& guided tours. 
Call us for brochure & information 

pack 
Fiord/and Wilderness Experiences 
66 Quintin Drive TE ANAU NZ 

Ph NZ 64' 3 249 7700 
Fax NZ 64 3 249 7768 

email: 
fiordland.sea.kayak@clear.net.nz 
website: http://www.nzsouth.co.nz 

/seakayak/fiordland 

Sea Kayak Outer Hebrides 

UIST-- •. - ;:: a Outdoor Centre --· 
"The finest sea kayaking coastline in 

the world" 
Guided tours and expeditions. 

Introductory/Intermediate 
Full range of courses. 

Accommodation. Details: 
Ulst Outdoor Centre, Lochmaddy, 

Isle of North Ulst, HS6 5Al 
Tel 01876 500480 

Edale Activity Centre _A 
HOSTELLING Introduction to Canoe Sports INTERNAr,omL 

Introduction (1 ), lntermediote (2), Advanced (3) - Kayaking and Canoeing 
Introduction to Moving Water - Kayaking ond Canoeing 

Cooch level l and Coach Level 2 Training and Assessment 
Plus courses in navigation, Climbing, Caving, Mountain Biking, Paragliding, SPA 

Training and Assessment, M. Training and Assessment, and a range of Multi-Activity 
courses/ho! idays. 

NOTE: we can provide all inclusive (transport, qualified instructors and all equipment) 
watersports sessions of any duration, March - October for any group. 

For further details contact: 
Edale YHA Activity Centre, Rowland Cote, Nether Booth, Edale, Hope Valley, S33 7ZH 

Tel: 01433 670302 Fax: 01433 670243 

MORAY HOUSE INSTITUTE/ 
FACULTY of EDUCATION 

POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATE/ 
DIPLOMA/MSc 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
Moray House has over 25 years experience of 

providing high quality outdoor educalion training. 
The Diploma and MSc are one year full-time courses 

(or up to 6 years part time). A four module 
Certificate course is also available. 

For further information and application 
forms please contact: 

Postgraduate Office, Faculty of Education, 
Untversttyor Edtnburgh, Old Moray House, 

Holyrood Road, Edinburgh EH8 8AQ. 
Tel: 0131 651 6139. 

Email: education.facuJty@ed.ac.uk 

~~,....,SOnVCJ 
0,1,l(l,J,JPA.1 
1111,1•.a, 



COME CANOE AT SLENINGFORD 
A superb riverside camping/caravan site in the beautiful 
Yorkshire Dales 
• Excellent on ,;,, qrode 2/3 ccnoeinq on the e;~, .I 
• Camping/ caravanning by the riverside 
• Changing and other facilities for canoeists , 
• Day visitors also welcome . : 
SLENINGFORD WATERMILL CARAVAN PARK · 
NORTH STAINLEY, RIPON, N. YORKSHIRE, HG4 3HQ , . , 
Tel: 01765 635201 

SANDWOOD 
SPORT 
ii.:4 ___ ,, .. ,,.,, .. ,_ 

Canoe & Kayak 
School 

ALL NEEDS CATERED FOR. 
GROUPS OR INDIVIDUALS 
COURSES DESIGNED TO 

SUIT YOUR NEEDS 
PLEASE RING OR WRITE 

FOR A BROCHURE 

TEL: 07803 335537 
59 Crombie Avenue, YORK, 

N. Yorks. YO30 6DW 
neil@sandwoodsport.frceservc.co.uk 

GNU COACHING 
5 DAY COACH 3T OCN 10-14 APRIL 

5• TRAINING OCN 7-9 APRIL 
COACH 3ASS OCN 15-16 APRIL 
COACH 2T OCN 30 SEPT-1 OCT 
COACH 3ASS OCN 11-12 OCT 

WITH ASH ST.JOHN-CLAIRE, COACH 5 
TEL:01282 864576 

COURSES•GNUEXPEDITIONS.CO.UK 

WINDOWS 
ON THE 
WILD 

HOLIDAYS WITH A 
DIFFERENCE 

Enjoy the challenge of canoeing 
and rafting some of Canada's 
most scenic rivers and lakes. 
Holiday's to suit all skill levels, 
on the Nahanni, & Tatshenshini 
rivers and in Algonquin park. 

WINDOWS ON THE WILD 
2 Oxford House, 24 Oxford 

Road North, London, W4 4DH 
Ph. 020 8792 1556 
Fax: 0181 747 4331 
CAA ATOL 2966 

www.windows-on-the-wild.com 

A full range of BCU courses and 
outdoor activities with 
instruction available. 

Bunkhouse accommodation 
ideal for clubs and groups 

Reem.iring instructor! for 2000 
The Outdoor Trust, 
Windy Gyle, Belford, 

Northumberland, NE70 7QE 
Tel: 01668 213289 

Email: trust@outdoor.demon.co.uk 
I BCU, RYA & AALA approved 
LRegistered Charity No. 1052677 

PHOENIX OUTDOOR DEVELOPMENT 
Compare our prices for high-quality 
courses - training & assessments - 

Climbing/hill walking 
Kayaking/open Canoeing 

Orienteering 
Outdoor first aid 

Tel: 01751 477828 and order a 
brochure now 

<&~f/JW-e C°fiodwl 
Mild & Wild Kayak/Canoe Courses 

Alpine leadership Course 
BCU 1 -5 Star Trn & Ass 
BCU Safety & Rescue 

French Alps 2000 
Novice to Advanced 

Nepal Autumn 2000 
Contact: Stuart Woodward 
Professional Alpine Guide 

French Guide Diplome d'Etat 
BCU Level 5 Coach 
Tel/Fax 01392 421831 
Mobile 041 0 402232 

Email canoecontrol@aswatersports.co.uk 
www.aswatersports.co.uk 

GREY CORRIE WDGE 
AND 

ROY BRIDGE INN 
HOSTEL 

For the Highlands 
Two independent hostels located on 
the A86 in the village of Roy Bridge. 
Fort William 12 miles to the west. 
Private rooms for 2, 3, 4 and 8 
persons. Complete self-catering. 
Heating. Showers. Toilets. Drying 
rooms and All bedding provided. All 
inclusive price. Bar on site. live 
music some Saturdays. 
ACCESS VISA & SWITCH ACCEPTED 

Tel: 01397 712236 
Fax: 01397 712241 

RIVER TEES - CO. DURHAM 
Comfortable Bunkhouse - Centrally Heated 

21 Beds in 4 Bedrooms 
Self, B&B or Full carering 
Fully Equipped Kirchen 

Hor Showers ~ Drying Room 
One mile from River Tees & Barnard Castle 

Tel/Fax: Anne or Robert Wall 
01833 690118 

Dernn selr catering cottages in picturesque valley. close to river 
Dan(White water). Clean and welt equipped. Central heating. 

drying facilities. ample parking. canoe storage. Good food at local 
inn. Sleeps 2-20. Flexible rares. Tel: 01~ 621391. 

Anglesey, Rhoscolyn. 
Group accommodation, up to 36 in 
8 bedrooms. Self or full catering. All 
facilities for year round use. 300 yds 
from beach and outstanding coast. 
Ideal base sea tours, surfing, over 
falls. Camping available. 

Phone: 01407 860469 

River Dart, 
New Bridge 

Riversmeade B&B offers quality 
ensuite accommodation, ample 

parking and drying facilities. Open all 
Tel: Joy Hasler 

01364 631224 
DARTMOOR CLOSE TO RIVER DART Camping 
Barn at Holne (O.S. SX 706 696) Camping Barn. 
At Holne. Sleeps 16. Cheap and cheerful. Showers, 
toilets and cooking Jacilities. Sleeps 16. Tel. Katie 
01364 631544, Stone Barn, Holne, Newton Abbot, 
Devon TQ13 TSL 

GIAN - Y -BORTH 
Nestles on the banks of the River Conway in 

the heart of Snowdonia. 
Ranging from 2-8 berth Bungalows. 

20 fully equipped Self Catering Bungalows. 
Offers home from home comfort. 

Please Phone Bill 
01492 641543 
Dartmoor, Devon 

15 mins River Dart 
Comfortable Bunkhouse 

26 beds in 4 heated rooms 
Hot Showers Drying room 

Lounge with log fire 
Fully Equipped Kitchen 

£7.00 per night, £130 Exclusive Use 
Powder Mills Bunkhouse 

Tel/Fax 01822 880277 
DEVON - 1/2 MILE FROM HOLME BRIDGE, 
Ashburton. BtB, BB t Evening meal. drying 
facilities and ample parking. Call Sue for rates 
at Wellpritton Farm, Holme, Ashburton. 
Reductions available for groups. Popular with 
canoeists. Tel 01364 631273. 
BALA. N.WALES. Bunkhouse Heated, showers, 
Drying room. Sleeps 20, (2,4,6,8), [8.oopn sic. 
The Coach House. Bala. LL237HD Gwynedd. 
Brochure. (01678) 520738 
FORT WILLIAM - Self catering for Paddlers - 
sleeps 22. Good drying room. comfortable 
beds. hot showers, close to many pubsl Alan 
or Sue Kimber (01397) 700451 
INCHREE CHALETS t HOSTELS, Onich, Fort 
William, Inverness-shire. Tel/fax: 01855 821287. 
Situated in the midst of the finest white water. 
Suitable all grades. Pub restaurant on-site. 

Balcan Emergency Life Line - B.E.L.L 

The line of 40 metres length that can 
be easily thrown overarm from a 
canoe at least 20-25 metres! 
Since 1973 B E L Ls have proved to be the easiest, 
quickest and most accurate way of throwing a line 
much further than' all others for any purpose. 
So compact they can be stowed under the spray 
deck but are so much quicker to use when clipped 
directly on top of the hull so there is no delay to 
grab and throw them! 

B'1LC'1n 
ENGINEERING LTD 

Woodhall Spa, 
Lincolnshire, 
LN10 6RW, England. 
Tel: 01526 353075, 
Fax: 01526 352256 
e-mail: bell@balcan.co.uk 
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PERFeRMANCE POLO KAYAKS 

Revenge is part of the P&H Company, Station Road, West Hallam, Derbys. DE7 6HB. Tel: (0115) 9320155 Fax: (0115) 93271 

http://www.phcompariy.co.uk E Mail: revenge@phcompany.co.uk 

ltl•S 
Catedoni• 

Kayaking dry systems and 
buoyancy aids. 
Want to know? ... 

To find out more visit our 
Website at www.kogg.co.uk 
KOGG Outdoor Clothing 

12 Acorn Business Centre 
Arran Road, Perth, PH1 3DZ 

Tel/Fax: 01738 622010 

19"x15" 
Watertight (ex food) 

Containers with screw on lid 
and handles. 

1 tub £8.50 2 tubs £16.00 
5 tubs £30. 00 

price includes p & p (England & 
Wales) Other areas ring for quote 

OPPORTUNITIES IN IRELAND 
• Irelancls leading adventure organisation 
• Require Qualified & Trainee Instructors & Catering 

staff 
• Kayaking, Sailing, Surfing, Rockclimbing & Multi activity 
• Posistions also available for support staff - Bus driver, 

Nurse, evening ents, night supervision 
• Work in a fun yet professional environment 
• Multinational team of staff • • • • • 

Centre is set amidst the spectacular scenery of Connernara 
Positions include full board, skills training & wages 
se of centre facilities and activities 

Corporate/ Adults/Children's programmes on offer 
Visit our website at: www.delphiadventureholidays.ie 

Please Send C.V. and copies of certification to: 
Personnel 
Delphi Adventure Holidays 
Leenane 
Co. Galway 
Ireland 
Tel: 00353 95 42336 
Fax: 00353 95 42303 
Email; delphigy@iol.ie 

HAND CRAFTED PADDLES 
BY GEOFF GEDLING 

ASHWING, BEAVERTAIL, 
NORTHWOOOS, OTTERTAIL, UK 
SOURCED HARD/SOFT WOODS 

TEL: 01282 864576 
PADDLES.CNUEXPEDITIONS.CO.UK 

CANOEINC FABRICS, Breathable Waterproofs, 
Wetsuit Neoprene Pile, Polartech Fleece, Neoprene 
Coated Nyton, Buckles, Webbing, Zips, Shock Cord, 
Velcro. Patterns for outdoor gear, Camping and 
Climbing Equipment. Discounts up to 15'1b. Shop 
open 10 • s Tues • Sat. For mail order catalogue 
please send 4" x 9" S.A.E. T0R (cf), 42 Widnes 
Road, Widnes. WA8 6AL. Tel: 0151 424 2225 
CAN CARVE DESICNS, Hand made wooden canoe 
models and trophies. For details write or telephone 
5, Shanklin Place, Beaconhill Green, Cramlington, 
Northumberland, NE23 8HA. Tel • Fax: 01670 713640 

CANOEINGI'- 
Enthusiastic, self-motivated canoeists required to 
work at our multi-activity, residential adventure 
camps in the UK, France, Italy or Spain. Opportunities 
exist at all levels from qualified river leaders to 
competent star award holders. Benefits include: 

• Comprehensive, pre-season NGB training course 
• Competitive wages 
• Full board anti accommodation 
• Uniform and specialist equipment provided 

For a full information pack please contact our 
recruitment team 
tel:01384 378827 fax: 01384 378866 
email: topstaff@acornadventure.co.uk 
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Has part-time and sessional work 
available in SE England duringjune 
and July. Please apply in writing to: 
Fourth Dimension (staffing), 13 
Eskbank Avenue, Brighton, BNl SSL 
www.4thdimension.co.uk 
Email iafo@4thdimension.co.uk 

QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED, at outdoor 
centre in North Devon. Activities include 
kayaking, climbing, surfing and water-skiing. 
Vacancies from March to October. Applicants 
should ideally hold Level 2 or 3 Coach (Kayak). 
throogh full training towards these and other NGB 
awards will be provided. Freelance or live 
positions available. For application form contact 
• 0wen Smith, West Coast Outdoor Adventure, 
Tel: 01237 477637 

INSTRUCTORS 
REQUIRED FOR 2000 
We are a youth organisation with three 
centres in the UK looking for enthusiastic 
instructors who are able to work with groups 
of all ages. Candidates-should preferably hold 
at least one of the following BCU Level 2 
training, SPA training or the GNAS Leader 
Award. Training maybe available leading to 
NGB qualifications. 

Activities include kayaking, open canoeing, 
climbing, abseiling, archery, ropes courses, 
team building activities and mountain biking. 

Contracts available for full or part season. 
Modern indoor accommodation available. 
Good rates of pay 

For an application pack, 
please contact Blackland 
Farm on 0800 652 62 71 

Charity no: 306016 



Have An Ametiean Alvenlute Wilh IJ1/ 
Watersports instructors wanted for 
childrens summer camps in the USA. If 
you are 18-30 and available for 9 weeks 
from June '2000, why not give us a call? 

Canoeing, kayaking & 
rafting on white water, 

FREE lakes, rivers and the sea. A 
INFO great way to spend your 
I •. summer! 
••• Camp Counselors USA, 6 Richmond Hill 

Richmond Upon Thames, Surrey, TW10 sax 
Tel: 01813322952 Email: 100744.1754@compuserve.com 

http://www.campcounselors.com 
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Instructor/ Careworker 
Due to the demand for our resources, CorvedaJe Care are 
currently expanding their staff team. We are looking for 
enthusiastic highly motivated staff who will be required to 
work with young people who present challenging 
behaviour. All applicants will be police checked. SessionaJ 
work available possibly leading to full time positions. 

Please contact Simon Rouse 
On 01694 724488 

Prepare for 
the outdoors 
BA Honours Adventure Recreation 
UCAS code L351 
Drawing on the long-standing tradition of outdoor 
studies at De Montfort University Bedford, this three 
year degree programme combines: 
• The study of Adventure Recreation theory and 
practice with modules in leisure management, 
psychology and the study of the environment 

• Outdoor industry work placement 

• A student-led expedition 

45 

• An opportunity to gain a wide 
variety of governing body awards 

For further information contact: 
Tim Hewett 
Tel: 01234. 793340 
Email: thewett@dmu.ac.uk 

DE MONTFORT 
UNIVERSITY 

BEDFORD 

Preparation for Life www.dmu.ac.uk 
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EXPERIENCED CANOEISTS For April - October 2000 
. short or long contracts 

Should be BCU Level 3 Coach (or equivalent) for ~ 
River Leader and at least BCU Level 2 Coach for 
support positions. Must be over 21, ideally with 
other outdoor and language skills and have the 
relevant experience to lead groups of children on Vl~GE 
descents through the Ardsche gorge, France. CAMPS 
SAILING INSTRUCTORS 

WINDSURFING INSTRUCTORS 
ROCK CLIMBING INSTRUCTORS 

and more positions available in France and Switzerland ••. 
Staff training, room and board, accident insurance and a generous allowance are 
provided. For an application form and further information contact: 
Department 120, Personnel Office, Village Camps, 1260 Nyon, Switzerland. 
Fax 00 41 22 990 94 94 Email: personnel@villagecamps.ch 

MISS THIS... MISS OUT ... 
Low Wood Watersports Centre is seeking qualified and 
experienced Watersports Instructors. (Water-skiing, 

sailing, canoeing) 
Would you enjoy being part of a team in a busy centre 

catering for the public and corporate groups. The centre is 
situated on the shores of lake Windermere, just a few minutes 

walk from the lively holiday resort of Bowness-on 
Windermere. 

If you would like to join our friendly, enthusiastic team, have 
a sense of humour and adventure ... send your C. V, 

photograph and a letter to Low Wood Watersports Centre, 
Low Wood, Windermere, LA23 !LP 

Tel: 015394 - 39441 e-mail: watersports@elhmail.co.uk 

HINDLEAP WARREN OEC 
INSTRUCTOR 

To start: April 2000 

The Centre is a well-established provider of Outdoor 
Education/Activities and operates year round with a wide 

variety of groups. Applicants should have a good 
understanding of the value of Outdoor Education, be able 
to demonstrate practical capability and communicate well 

with young people. 

Salary: £8,938 - £11,374 plus a equipment allowance of 
£320 per annum. 

Two year and 6 month contracts available. Board and single 
accommodation provided free of charge. Good opportunities 
for gaining further qualifications. Applicants should be over 
21 and ideally hold the SPA and/or other qualifications. e.g. 
BCU Level Two Coach. A current First Aid qualification is 

also required. 

For further details and Application Form apply to: 
The Director 

Hindleap Warren Outdoor Centre 
Wych Cross 
Forest Row 

East Sussex RH18 5JS 
Tel: 0134 2-822625 
Fax:01342-822913 
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SEASONAL ASSISTANTS 

We require temporary instructor staff for Auchengillan full-time from 24th 
June - 27th August. Opportunities also available for freelance instructors 
for longer periods. 
Food and accommodation are provided and an attractive wage package 
is payable depending on qualifications. (Minimum qualification is Level 
2 Kayak plus first aid.} 
There are opportunities to train for other activities whilst meeting young 
people from many countries. 
Further details from: Andy Wilson - Warden, Auchengillan International 
Outdoor Centre, Blanefield, Stirlingshire, G63 9AU . Tel: 01360 770256, 
Fax: 01360 771197, E-mail: centre@auchengillan.com 

Docklands Sailing 
& Watersports Centre 

Instructor Staff required for May 2000 onwards 

Qualified BCU and/or RYA Instructors are required to 
help run canoeing and sailing courses, sessions and 
events at our busy Centre in the heart of London. 

Flexibility and enthusiasm are essential. Dragon boat 
experience/qualifications are also desirable. 

Competitive rates of pay. Further details and 
application forms available from: 

Docklands Sailing and Watersports Centre 
235a Westferry Road 

Isle of Dogs 
London E14 3QS 

e-mail robin@docklandswatersports.co.uk 
www.docklandswatersports.co.uk 

Adventurous 
Recruitment Officer NST ------ ADVENTURE 
We are seeking a Recruitment Officer to join the Adventure 
Division Team at Head Office. You will be responsible for the 
recruitment and related personnel issues for the staff at our 
residential activity and educational centres in the UK and France. 
Ideally you will have personnel and residential staffing experience. A totally flexible 
attitude towards working hours and a knowledge of the French language would be an 
advantage. 

Please send a covering letter and CV stating your current salary to: Helen Rutt, 
Recruitment, NST Adventure, Chiltern House, Bristol Avenue, Blackpool, FY2 OFA. 

Tel: 01253 352525 email: recruitment@nstgroup.co,uk 
www.nstgroup-travel.co.uk/adventure 

Robinwood 
Activity Centre 

for children, 
(Todmorden, Lanes.) 
needs residential 

instructors, starting 
May/June 2000. 

Comprehensive training 
provided, leading to N.V.Q. 
qualifications. For details 
phone 01706 814554 

Outdoor Education Youth Worker 
£17,700 to £19,677 

Bede Youth Adventure Project 
requires a full-time youth worker 

with kayaking or climbing 
qualifications to work with young 

people in inner London 

For more details contact Andy 
Momp on 020 7231 6027 

Closing date: 28 April 

KAYAKING INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED ... 
... to help us celebrate our 25th year at our island-based Multi 
Activity Adventure and Survival Training Centre. Must be at 
least Level 2 Coach, with extensive experience of instructing 
youngsters. Starting in May, finishing in August, we can offer 

you full board and accommodation, a good wage and 
excellent wild sea paddling all around, including the 

Corryvrechan Whirlpool nearby. Please apply with your C.V. 
to ... Wild Island (CF), Solwaybank, Canonbie, Dumfriesshire, 

Scotland DG14 OXS. 
Please apply with your CV to Wild Island (CF), Solwaybank, 

Canonbie, Dumfriesshire, Scotland DG 14 OXS. 
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REQUIRED FOR THE 2000 SEASON 
PROFESSIONAL OUTDOOR INSTRUCTORS 

Holding qualifications in any two of the following activities 
Sailing, wind surfing, kayaking, canoeing, power boating, 

orienteering, archery. 
C.V.'s and relevant information to: 

Activities Director, Dunmore East Adventure, Dunmore East 
Adventure Centre, Stoney Cove, Dunmore East, Co. Waterford 
Tel: 00 353 51 383783 Fax: 00 353 51 383786 

~@@M) ~@Q!J O~fz@ ®OiJ 

Adv,enture 
Plus Excellent Rates of Pay 

Develop your experience and qualifications, both in world of Canoeing and 
other NGB Awards such as NVQ level 2 or 3, Bela, B0F and GNAS. 

Comfortable Indoor Accommodation 
Good local Whitewater Rivers! 

Manor Adventure is one of the leading independent activity Centres based 
on the Welsh Border, employing over fifty like-minded people, and 

regarded by our clients as the most professional centre they've seen! 

INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED 
MAY - SEPTEMBER 2000 

with qualifications in 
Canoeing/Surfing/Windsurfing for 

McDowell's Hotel & Activity Centre, 
Achill, Co Mayo, Ireland 

Telephone/fax: 098 43148 
email: mcdowellshotel@eircom.net 

OUTWARD BOUND® 
INSTRUCTORS 

TWO YEAR CONTRACTS 
We require instructors for two year fixed term contracts to be 

based at one of our centres in Wales,the Lake District or Scotland. 
Some experience and NGB qualifications necessary. 

For further information, see our website: 
www.outwardbound-uk.org 

or apply in writing enclosing a CY to: Kate Jones, PA to the 
Managing Director, The Outward Bound Trust®, Watermillock, 

Penrith, Cumbria CA 11 0JL 



Have you got 
the skills to1take ,._ 

up the challenge? 
Great opportunities for canoeists of all levels 

of ability and qualification to instruct at children's 
adventure holiday centres in Britain, France 
and Spain. 

Experienced but unqualified paddlers 
Obtain coaching qualifications while working 
as a canoeing or multi-activity instructor. 

BCU level 2 coaches 
Work as canoeing or multi-activity instructors. 
Gain valuable logbook time and experience 
to progress towards level 3 coach award. 

BCU level 3 coaches 
Work as river leaders and assist with 
staff training. 

Experienced rafters 
Qualify up to SRA guide/trip leader level before 
guiding Alpine rafting trips on the Durance. 

OPEN CANOE & l<AYAI< COACHES 

ed May ffirough Octo6er 
at New York Kllyak.e.,npany In New York City. 

:ropportunlty to help strengthen and expand 
~instruction and touring program, as well 
d supervise Instructors, tour guides and 

watafiacing program. Ability to work with a 
., people, and enjoy the pace and 
of an u"*' environment a must: 

experierici1n youth prog~ams and retail a plus. 
Contract for all or part of season to include lodging; 

compensation negotiable. Full time permanent 
position possible for exceptional candidate. 

WORCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
Directorate of Educational Services 

Malvern Hills Outdoor Centre 
requires a 

Resident Support Tutor 

This busy local authority centre dealing primarily with 
children from 10-13 but with substantial work with 
youth groups and adult clients requires a resident 

instructor who has at least L2 BCU Coach and SPA 
awards or NVQ3 plus a clean driving license. Minimum 
age 21 years. Post available from April for 12 months 

(renewable). 
Contact Centre Office on 01684 57 4546 or 

email office@malvernhills.co.uk 
for details and an application form 

Training courses take place between February 
and May and you will work right through to 
early Autumn. 

For a gateway to a career in outdoor education 
or for a unique opportunity to build on your 
qualifications and gain valuable work experience 
plus accommodation, meals and a weekly 
wage, contact: 

Recruitment Department, PGL Travel, 
820 Alton Court, Penyard Lane, 
Ross-on-Wye HR9 SGL 
Tel: 01989 767833 
E-mail: recruitment@pgl.co.uk 

www.pgl.co.uk/penonnel 

=- - 
Seasonal vacancies at great locations. 
BCU approved centres providing a wide range 

of courses for adults and children 

Bembridge, Isle of Wight 
Horseshoe Lake. Sandhursr, Berks 

BCU Senior Coaches 
BCU senior coaches required for full-rime 
residential & non-residential positions. 
April - October; June - September 

or July - August 
BCU Coaches 

BCU coaches required for full-time residential & 
non- residential positions during summer 

school vacations (July - Augustj. Local BCU 
instructors also required for part time work. 

throughout the season. 

•:¥£ Telephone for further details /R//Tiltf/ & Appll<atoon fo,m 

0J 252 871808 1Z4hrsl 
NORTH YORK MOORS ADVENTURE CENTRE. 
Seasonal Instructors required BCU level 2 Kayak, 
other NGB awards usejul. Small well behaved groops. 
Board and Lodging available. Sent C.V to Ewen 
Bennett, Park House, lngleby Cross, Northallerton, 
N. Yorks Dl6 3PE 

We need lots of energetic 
people to work as watersports 
instructors at our outdoor 
adventure centres for children 
in the UK and at Center Pares 
villages in Europe from 
January 2000. 
Canoeists ideally should be at 
least 3 Star (Canoe or Kayak) 
however if you are a keen 

Aberne1hy Trus1 
Ardeonai9 

Nu11i-ac1ivi1y 
lns1ruc1or 

We are looking for a committed 
Christian with experience and 
preferably a selection of NGB 
Awards to join our team in 

Perthshire. You must be able to 
drive and have held a UK 

licence for more than 3 years. 
Also seeking Caterer/Cook, 
Maintainence Team Members 
and House and Catering Team 

Members. 
Positions available from May 

onwards. 
Tel: 01567 820523 
Fax: 01567 820955 

Email: ATArdeonaig@cs.com 

•••• paddler we also organise BCU 
training and assessment 
courses during the season. All 
instructors also receive 
training leading to other land 
based National Governing 
Body qualifications. 
If you are a keen paddler give 
us a call today for a 
recruitment pack. 

I BRITISH 
CANOE e~ 

A•~ 
ROYAl YACHTING A.SSOCIATK>N 

Call 01305 835966 (24 Hrs) Fax 01305 834070 

::::0 ro n --, 
C 
;::;: 

• 

C) .....,. 
~ 
OJ 
C) 
~ m 
lJl 
C) 
OJ 

• 

OJ 
C 

'::< 
L/) ro 

::::0 ro n --, 
C 
;::::+: 

• 



48 

• .-!::::'. 
:::J ,__ 
u 
QJ 0:::: 

• 
..--- 
0 

\,!:, z 
c2 
UJ ~ 
<( 
UJ ...J 
Q., 

• .-!::::'. 
:::J ,__ 
u 
QJ 0:::: 

Canoeists Required 
NST Adventure has opportunities for BCU Coaches at Lou 
Valagran, our Ardeche centre. 
L3 Canoe Coaches are required to work as River Leaders 
on the Ardeche and join the staff training team. 

NST ------- ADVENTURE 
L2 trained or assessed Canoe Coaches needed to work as multi activity instructors. 

We provide: 
Excellent chalet accommodation; Return travel to the UK; Comprehensive Insurance; 
All meals: Free uniform; NGB Course opportunities and competitive pay. 
For further information on both positions contact: 

Recruitment, NST Adventure, Chiltern House, Bristol Avenue, 
Blackpool, FY2 OFA Tel: 01253 352525 Fax: 01253 356955 

email: recruitment@nstgroup.co.uk 
www.nstgroup-travel.co.uk/jobs.html 

level 2 cOClches 
spend Whitsun in the south of France 
PGL Travel has vacancies for Level 2 Coaches to 
instruct kayaking or canoeing at our centres on the 
Mediterranean coast and in the Ardeche at the end 
of May. We will pay your travel expenses plus !200 
per week if you can work for one or two weeks 
between 20 May and 4 June. 
For more information, call TJ or Mick on 01989 767833. 

SCOTTISH t CENTRES 

Instructors Required Now 
We currently have the following vacancies: 
Chief Instructor based in Biggar (£14,000) 

Multi-activity instructors based at 4 locations, (£125 pw plus qualification 
enhancements.) 

Team Leaders/Instructors. Permanent posts in our Centre in Perthshire for those 
interested in challenging work with young people in crisis. Trainee posts from 
£145.00 per week. Instructor posts from £8,000 plus lodging allowance. Team 

Leader from £11,000 plus lodging allowance. 
For further information and an application form please contact: 

Scottish Centres, Loaningdale House, Carwood Road, Biggar 
ML12 6LX or phone 01899 221.115 

[personnel@scottish-centres.org.uk] 

fTRADE 
f·. 

., 

,_..o«•••~• 
HAVEN RD, EXETER. 01392 219600 

Full range of equipment for all 
aspects of the sport. Playboating, 

Fun, Surf, Touring, Racing. 
www.aswatersports.co.uk 

Greater London _ 

CANOE RESCUE EQUIPMENT AND 
ACCESSORIES INCLUDING 
GREEN SLIME THROWBAGS 

~" CONTACT: SUZY, 2 VICTORIA CLOSE, 
EAST MOLESEY, SURREY, KT8 9SQ 

TEUFAX: 0181 941 2714 

MAIL ORDER 
SERVICE 

AVAILABLE 

The Essex Superstore 
Big Big Stocks. Best Prices 
for Kayaks or Canoes. 

Nucleus \Vatcrsports 
204 Frinron Road, Holland-on-Sea, Clacton 
01255 812146 or 0410 375560 

We only stock Lite best 
All enquiries welcome 

310 Thome Road, Wheatley Hills, 
Doncaster DN2 SAL 
Tel: 01302 344403 

Watersports Co-ordinator 
Osmington Bay - Dorset 
£Competitive + benefits 

3D Education and Adventure is one of the UK's leading providers 
of children's education and adventure courses. Right now we're 
looking for a Watersports Co-ordinator at our 700 capacity 
centre at Osmington Bay. 

You'll deliver all related activity sessions and ensure the safety of 
our guests. Plus, by monitoring and reviewing performance, you'll 
manage and help to develop our team of Senior Instructors. 

A wealth of relevant experience in a watersports or outdoor 
activities environment is essential. What's more, you'll need to 
be an RYA Dinghy Senior Instructor - ideally with keel boat 
endorsement. RYA Powerboat Instructor, BCU Level 3 Coach 
(inland or sea) and BDRA Dragon Boat Helm qualifications 
would also be to your advantage. 

Develop your career with us and get the rewards you deserve. 
To apply please send your CV and covering letter to: Chris Heybourne, 
Activity Operations Manager, 3D Education and Adventure, 
Osmington Bay Centre, Shortlake Lane, Weymouth, Dorset 
DT3 6EG. Alternatively, call us on 01305 832355 or e-mail 
chris@3d-education.co.uk 
Closing date: 28th April 2000. 

ACROBAT 300, hardly used, VGC, Bulkhead, 
footresl, Excellent boat. 260 ono. Tel 0161 338 2138 

HAZE ENTERPRISES 
25 Primrose Hill, Tockenham, 

Wootton Bassett, Swindon, Wilts 
Tel: 01793 852904 

66 Uphill way, Uphill Village 
Weston-super-mare BS23 4NT 

Tel: 01934 613612 
Fax: 0117 9235961 

Email: performance@kayaks.co.uk 
Website: www.kayaks.co.uk 

v South Yorkshire ·j I L Scotland ---,, 
Equipment, accessories. 

river inforrnation and more. 
Mail order & contract 
orders welcome. 

H½Jlifatuf Canoes 
7, Mynlefield, Grampian Road. 

Aviernore 
Tel: 01479 810116 

N.W. 
BgQWN 
Insurance available for: 
+ Canoes & Equipment 
+ Activity Travel 
+ Activity Centres 
+ Personal Accident 
For details contact us at: 
Richmond House 
16-20 Regent Street 
Cambridge 
CB21DB 
Tel: 01223 357131 
Fax: 01223 353705 
Email: canoe@nwbrown.co.uk 
Web: www.nwbrown.eo.uk/canoe 

North West 
"I 

'R,g.puf Canoe Supplies 
Stockists of all leading 

equipment and accessories. 
OPENING TIMES 

Mon - Sat: 9.00 am - 6.00pm 
Sunday and bank Holidays: By appointment only 

01524 388850 
Unit 8. Lansil Industrial Estate, 

Caton Road, Lancaster 
Lanes LAl 3NX 

Gloucestershire 

WEIRWOLF 
Canoe & kayak builders and repairers. 

Super marathon C2 available as plans. pre-cut 
panel kit or completed boat in ply, fibreglass etc 
Other boats built to commission al realistic prices. 

Repairs in GRP. Kevlar/Epoxy. polythene. ply. 
stripwood. 

Plastic v.elding service also available. Call for 
derails and quote on your boat 

lain Hutchison (01594) 826273 (Glos) 
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PADDLER'S GEAR• reviews 
Cebe's Sports 
Watches 

As 'extreme sport' 
becomes ever 
more 

synonymous 
with 'extreme 
chic', genuine, 
well designed and 
stoutly 

manufactured 
sports accessories 
are finding their way 
into the office, as 
well as onto the 
pistes, water and 
open spaces 
frequented by 
athletes. 

Test marketed in 
France last 
summer, Cebe's 

sports watches 
have already 
proved clear 

winners. Water 
resistant to 30 meters, 

the Athlon Sports Watch is 
available in orange, blue or 

black. It has a resilient, 
rustproof, lightweight, anodised 

aluminium frame and a polyamide strap easily fastened 
with Velcro. The face features conventional hour and minute 
hands. The Athlon Sports Watch retails at £54.99, while the 
Chrono version, featuring an additional digital insert 
window with alarm clock, light chronograph stopwatch, 
day/date and time, and luminescent insert, retails at £89.99. 

Whirly Bird Services Ltd. 
Are not exactly new to making warm and dry clothes for use in 
cold water. They supply and mend survival suits to the offshore 
oil and gas industry operating in the North Sea. 

Over the last year their Great Yarmouth Branch has been 
carrying out repairs on clothes for a local canoe club. During this 

I period they were approached by several club members who 
1 wanted good quality kit that is reliable. They only sell directly to 
, the consumer, to try to keep the prices as economic as possible. 
' The two garments that I tested was their W3T (dry top). It is 
made from Exeat - Tactel 'performance' fabric. It has a twin seal 
neoprene waist, latex neck and wrist seals with neoprene over 
protectors. It comes in a selection of colours. I used this top with 
their W2P (dry trousers), they are made from the same material 
as the top. It features latex ankle seals again with over 
protectors and a neoprene waist tube. The knees and seat 
feature reinforced for extra durability. 

The latex seals were thicker than average ones, they are the 
same ones as used on survival suits. They were a it tight to 
begin with but loosened up as they got a bit warmer. I would 
expect them to last longer than most others. 

The clothing was tested during a five star white water 
training weekend in Wales at the beginning of December. This 
kit was very reliable it did not leak over the whole two days and 
kept me very warm. The kit is so breathable I could have taken 
off the top and head straight down the pub for a drink without 
having to take off any wet under kit. 

I also used the kit at a later date in one of my local play 
spots again the kit was very reliable and did not leak and kept 
me warm. At this time a friend of mine used one of their basic 
tops W1 T. This top is made from the same material as the others 
and is twin sealed, the latex neck and wrist do not have over 
protectors. This was perfectly adequate for the couple of hours 
that he was in it. It kept him warm and dry. 

Whirly Bird Services will personalise your kit if you wish for 
them (adding pockets etc.). Tel No: 01493 442081 Email: 
mail@wbsgtyarmouth.demon.co.uk. 

New for 2000 
from Peak UK 
Peak UK have completely redesigned 
their paddling jacket range for the 
Millennium. All the jackets feature a 
new cut that has no seams around 
the high wear under arm areas. The 
arm panels are articulated upwards 
so that the jackets do not pull tight 
with extreme movement. They all 
feature a super wide inner neoprene 
waist band that is taped into the 
jacket for extra water proofing. 

There are two neck seal 
options: the Freestyle utilises a 
breathable Polartec Thermal 
Stretch cone. The Deluxe: a double 
Latex and neoprene cone system. 
Both products are available in a 
choice of durable and breathable fabrics. The 
Ripstop versions offer excellent performance and great value for 
money. The X3 
three layer 
versions 
offer 
greater 
durability 
and 
warmth. For 
more information contact: 
The Peak UK Kayaking 
Company, Tel: 01629 581 
222. Web: 
http://www.peakuk.com. 





Departing Monday 11th September 2000, a superb 'Once in a Lifetime' 
holiday opportunity to savour the Olympic Games. 

0116 2796060 

+VINTAGE 
Reader Travel 
Quote Ref: Canoe Focus/7CFX 



Super-slicey ends mean 
everyone gets access to all the latest 
moves. Women love it; kids crave it; 
big guys want to squeeze in. 

New paddlers like the 
high performance, easy learning 
curve, and low price. Rodeo stars 
love the way it keeps on winning. 

Boof! Eric "Wick" Southwick and the Y going off. 

A big, blunt shape that loves 
the steeps. A delicious planing hull for 
those times you've gotta stop and play. 

Whitewater Consultancy 
International Limited 

Freephone Order Hotline: 0500 118051 
Enquiries: +44 (0)1267 223555 

sales@wwc.co.uk 
http://www.wwc.co.uk 
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