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Canoeing is about to enter a new era of possibilities. 
Not just among water sports enthusiasts and 

serious canoeists, but for all the fomily. 
Leading the way with a range of six models is 

Coleman, the number one choice of canoeists worldwide. 
From the thrill of while water to just relaxing 

on lake or canal, a Coleman canoe is not only highly 
versatile but very secure, which means you can 
concentrate on enjoying yourself. 

Made in one-piece from RAM·X,® this almost 

indestructible material flexes under impact and has a 
"memory" that keeps it in shape. 

A Coleman canoe will outlast anything else on 
the market. 

The patented sloping keel reduces sideslip, 
ensuring a streamlined performance in all conditions. 

Hulls ore wide and flat for maximum stability, 

whilst the bow and stern of each canoe is foam-filled 
giving added bouyancy. 

Available from 13' to 17; they're also exceptionally 
light, comfortable and will ride on most car tops. 
Our 17' canoe will accommodate up to 4 people. 

All of which means that any canoe bearing the 
Coleman name is built to withstand anything, built for 
fun and excitement, built to last through years and 
years of vigorous use, built to go wherever you go. 

In short, built to take it. 

Available at all good outdoor product retailers. The Coleman Company, Parish Wharf Estate, Horbour Road, Portishead, Bristol, B520 90A. Telephone: (0272) 845024. fax: (0272) 849255. 
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BCU FINANCES 
Members received,with their 
notice o( the AGM, a copy o( 
the abridged Audited 
Accounts for the year ended 
31st October 1990. These 
were on a single side o( AS, 
the full set of accounts are on 
13 sides of A4 and it can 
therefore be readily 
appreciated that there is far 
more detail than shown on 
the abridged copy. 

This article is aimed, without 
getting too technical, at trying 
to explain some of the detail 
behind the figures. 

The BCU turnover last year 
was in excess of £1.3m, and an 
operating surplus of £19,984 
was produced. For Sports 
Council purposes the Union's 
activities are divided into 6 
programmes, and the results 
for the individual programmes 
are shown in Table 1, and in 
diagrams 1 and 2. 

Of the 6 programs 3 make 
surpluses and do not receive 
sports Council grant, 3 make 
deficits and the BCU receives 
Sports Council Grant aid to 
help meet the cost of these 
programs. The two biggest 
programs are Administration 
and Excellence. The Administ­ 
ration income of nearly 
£350,000 was primarily mem­ 
bership subscriptions at 
£225,000. Other income related 
to advertising, insurances and 
other miscellaneous income. 
Expenditure of £286,992 was 
salaries at £66,000, general 
administration costs of £70,000, 
plus the costs of membership 
services, i.e, insurance.Ii­ 
cences and Focus. 

The Excellence programme 
cost nearly £350,000 last year, 
and produced an income of 
£150,000. A substantial part of 
this deficit was met by Sports 
Council grant of £175,000. It 
should be stressed that the 
Sports Council specify how 
their grant is to be allocated, 
and the Excellence grant is 
given to 4 disciplines. The 
largest part of the grant is given 
to the 2 Olympic sports of 
Sprint Racing and Slalom. Wild 
Water Racing and Marathon 
receive smaller grants, and 
Polo and Sailing no longer 

receive any grant. It is also £3,000 towards a project 
worth noting that the paddlers designed to secure greater 
themselves paid a total of access and £3,000 towards the 
£87,000 in order to compete for Touring Development plan. 
their country! In overall terms nearly 60% 

The BCU marketing turn- of the BCU Central income 
over now approaches comes from 2 sources, Sports 
£200,000p.a. This is made up of Council grant and Member­ 
Supplies, Handbook, Exhibi- ship subs. Nearly 50% is spent 
tion, Films and sundry items. on two headings, salaries and 
National Competition has over excellence(see diagrams 3 
£100,000p.a. income, primarily and 4). This is very much a 
entry fees. short explanation of some of the 

The Development program major aspects of the BCU 
cost £60,000. Apart from the Finances, and I feel sure that 
normal costs of running for some of you it may well pose 
development the costs last more questions than it answers. 
year included £14,500 for legal I will be pleased to receive 
costs for the Itchen case, nearly your comments or queries. 

TABLE l 
RESULTS BY PROGRAMME 

Programme Income Expend. Suplu/ S.C.Grant 
Deficit 

Coaching 85269 151372 ---66103 25000 
Marketing 189564 179853 9711 NIL 
National Comp. 113765 103682 10083 NIL 
Development 34840 95236 ---60396 60000 
Administration 348767 286992 61775 NIL 
Excellence 153552 348638 -195086 175000 

-- 
925757 1165773 -240016 260000 

S.C. Grant 260000 

Surplus for year 19984 

DIRECTORS 
CHALLENGE 1991 
Just before Christmas 
received a phone call from 
Colin Broadway. He had just 
read my article in 
Focus(proves that at least one 
person does!), and suggested 
that the Devizes-Westminster 
race would be an ideal chal­ 
lenge, especially as the money 
raised was going towards the 
Marathon team. In a weak 
moment I said Yes, and fully 
planned to get in some serious 
training. The fact that we were 
to do the race in a racing C2, 
and I had never paddled one 
before, highlighted the need 
for some training. Unfortu­ 
nately this proved to be impos­ 
sible, and so it was a somewhat 
apprehensive Director on the 
start line at Devizes on Good 
Friday. Colin has written an 
article on the event and so I will 
not duplicate what he has writ­ 
ten, but I'm pleased to -say that 
we managed to finish. The time 
of 4 71/2 hours did not exactly 
challenge the record, but in all 
the circumstances finishing 
was more important than time. I 
must thank Colin for his efforts 
and help, and also the magnifi­ 
cent back-up crew for their 
efforts over the 2 day paddle. 

(9%)----~ '(17%) Colin's daughter Elizabeth, 
(B'¾ )/ Atul Raicha and Andrea · D SPORTS couNCIL Sawiack of Mobile Adventure, 

GRANT and my son Nigel kept us well 
OsuBSCRIPTIONS fed and watered throughout. 
•=XHIBITION My son was so impressed by 

MEMBERSHIP the whole thing that he is D SERVICES already making plans to pad- .O O M_E_M_B.ER·s·H-IP_._ ....;:.;..;.;;;;...,_,;;;..._-1 die in next year's event, possi- 
EXCELLENCE D bl . h 'f I . SERVICES D COACHING NATIONALCOMP. y wit me 1 can motivate 0 SALARIES O EXHIBITION D myself again. My thanks are 0 MARKETING ADMINISTRATION also due to the organisers of the D COACHING • COMM D GRANT • EXCELLENCE DEVELOPMENT event, the whole thing was 
• ~~~~NRAL • OTHER . ,.---r----...,. ;<1s%) organised extremely well and 

(9%,._,,...- ' "< I'm sure all my fellow paddlers 
would echo my appreciation to 
all the organisers. 

D COACHING D DEVELOPMENT • COACHING 
D MARKETING D ADMINISTRATION D ~ANDBOOK 

D NATIONAL • D COMP. EXCELLENCE OTHER 

..-(29%) 

(3%) 

(29% 

(7% 0 __ (c%) EXPENDITURE 
WHERE THE MONEY GOES 

(30%) 

_II 

(13%) 

BCU Director, 
Trevor Bailey • 
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ALPINE BUOYANCY. 
A development of ·me 
extreme. with the same/ 
buoyancy CI Okgs) plus 
knife pocket. and 
lcarabiner. £67.95 

The stylish way to protec 
your head. and a must for 
any whitewater use. Pro­ 
Life helmets - 3 colours. 4 
sizes. A helmet to suit 
everyone. £29.95 

PRO-GRIP SPRAYDECK 
Specially manufactured for 
Pyranha by Day 2 in New 
Zealand. This is the ultimate 
spraydeck. Its ·u· section 
rubber band grips the 
ooclcpit rim tightly but also 
ensures removal of the 
spraydeck in an 
emergency. £49.95 

PYRANHA accessories;- for further information contac;t_'Pyr_gnha 
Factory Shop on (0928) 716666. 

The 1991 extended model 
range from Mi Designs offer 
a Kayak for every ability 
and circumstance, from 
professional white water 
blasters to weekend flat 

water paddlers. 

ADVENTURE 335 
SLALOM 370 

~ DISCOVERY 380 
TOURER 415 

PADDLES & ACCESSORIES 

The ADVENTURE 335 kayak Is available In 
Pro or Sport specifications • It's sharp and 
responsive handling coupled with compact 
dimensions, make It the Ideal kayak tor 

rough water technique. 

»1110#~ 
A coi- brochw9 giving further Information la available 

from ,._ local dealer, or contact:- 
111 Designs, Scanro Ltd., Unit 99/15 North Tyne Ind. Eat., 
Longbenton, Newcastle upon Tyne, England NE12 9SZ. 

Telephone 0912700718 Facalmlle 0912700717 



1·113=t·1·1l·1tl:t•Ill:ifll 
--t{ Courses for all abilities --t{ The highest standards 
of safety, equipment and instruction under the guidance 
of our highly qualified staff --t{ All equipment and 
protective clothing provided --t{ Accommodation in an 
award-winning centre --t{ Excellent food, cosy bar and 
indoor pool 

ti![•h111ti·1,i·fi!:i$l•H@d•@!:1M•Wi. ~ 
Plas Menai, Uanfairisgaer, Caemarfon, Gwynedd LLSS 1 UE 

Telephone: 0248 670964 • Answerphone: 0248 670597 
A Sports Council for Wales National Centre 

\NHITE 
\NATER 
CONSULTANCY 

pyranho 
:-,::.:::: ,._ .•.. 

• 
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WE NEED YOUR PHOTO'S 
FOR OUR 

1992 BROCHURE 
THEME: 'OPEN CANOES' 

1st Prize. : Discovery 17 4 Canoe 
2nd Prize: Any 2 Grey Owl Paddles 
3rd Prize : £50 voucher 

All runners up, and for all photo's used, 
a Cascade Waterproof Boundary Bag. 

Closing Date: 11th October 1991 
Send your slides to the address below, giving details of 
camera, film and situation and not forgetting your name 

and address. 
Results printed December Focus 

Please supply SAE if you require your slides returning 

Phone, fax or write for our FREE 36 page colour brochure, 
detailing over 88 very different open canoes and all the 

accessories your will ever need. 

MOBILE ADVENTURE LTD. 
BRIDGE WORKS, KNIGHTON FIELDS ROAD WEST, 

LEICESTER LE2 6LG 

Tel: (0533) 830659 
Fax: (0533) 440454 



JONES RALLY TO 
MOVE 
This year's Mike Jones Rally is 
changing venue and is due to 
take place on November 2/3 at 
Hexham in Northumberland. 
The decision to move from 
Llangollen was taken sadly 
after much deliberation - the 
rally has been at Llangollen 
since it started IO years ago in 
memory of the canoeist who 
drowned on the Braldu river in 
Pakistan saving the life of a 
friend. In the end however, the 
small group of friends who 
organise the rally felt that the 
move was essential in order to 
reduce the pressures brought 
by an increasing number of 
canoeists and their cars on this 
small Welsh town. But all is not 
lost - Hexham is also likely to 
prove an excellent venue for 
the rally, offering a wide choice 
of paddling of different grades 
on the North and South Tyne, 
the Allen and the Tees, a large 
campsite next to the river and 
most important of all, plenty of 
good pubs. The successful for - 
mula will continue - good 
whitewater paddling, some fun 
events and a full programme of 
entertainments. And for 
devotees of the Welsh Dee, 
there are still three whitewater 
tours planned for the coming 
season. 
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THE THREE PEAKS 
BYCANOE 
Six police officers are at pre­ 
sent attempting one of the most 
demanding endurance chal­ 
lenges yet - to paddle from Bar­ 
mouth in North Wales to Fort 
William in Scotland, taking in 
ascents of the three highest 
peaks in England Wales and 
Scotland respectively: Scafell 
Pike, Snowden and Ben Nevis. 
The Three Peaks Yacht Race 
has become a popular and pre­ 
stigious endurance event, but 
this is the first time anyone has 
made the attempt by sea 
kayak. Paddling Aleut Sea II 
double sea kayaks, the six; 
Mike Yuill, Frazer Dodds, Gor­ 
don Briggs, Trevor Barnes, 
Neil Thornborrow and Gary 
Shanahan set off from Barmouth 
on May 20th. They aim to be in 
Fort William by mid-June. 

NEW CLUBS 
Updates to BCU Yearbook Add 
Clubs. Arethusa Kayak Club, 
cao Alan Hoile, 13, Cadnam 
Close, Stroud, Kent ME2 3TS 
(0634) 719191 

NEW CANOEING 
SITE 
Bradford and Bingley Canoe 
Club have created a new 
slalom site at Wagon Lane in 
Bingley, thanks to help from the 
local sports centre, and a lot of 
hard work from club volunteers 
and 272 Squadron Royal 
Engineers TA. The new facility 
was recently used for a Div 4/5 
slalom and is now available for 
training to any paddlers in the 
locality. 

BASINGSTOKE 
CANAL REOPENS 
The Basingstoke Canal has 
been officially reopened after 
many years of falling into disre­ 
pair. The ceremony took place 
on May 10th with the Duke of 
Kent in attendance. A clear 30 
mile stretch of the canal can 
now be paddled from the limit 
of navigation at North 
Warnborough to the conflu­ 
ence with the River Wey. The 
canal is managed by the 
Basingstoke Canal Authority 
but arrangements have been 
made for BCU members to 
have free access to the 30 mile 
section. Be prepared to display 
your BCU sticker and carry 
your membership card' 

BCU.AGM 
This year's AGM took place in 
March courtesy of Leeds City 
Council who provided an 
excellent venue (the Council 
Chambers!) completely free of 
charge. The proceedings were 
opened by the Lord Mayor 
himself, who mentioned the 
fact . that his sons were 
canoeists and had been intro­ 
duced to the sport in a local 
swimming pool. 

There were no motions so 
the only business of the meet­ 
ing was to announce the result 
of the postal ballot, electing 
new members to BCU Council 
for the 1991/3 period of office. 
The newly elected members 
are: John Handyside, Helen 
Mullineux, Geoff Saunders, 
Mike Wood and Albert Woods. 
Geoff Saunders was re-elected 
as Chairman of Council and 
Ron Emes was returned unop­ 
posed as President. Only 225 
people voted, which, out of the 
total BCU membership of 
nearly 14,000, was a bit depres­ 
sing. BCU Council does make 
important decisions and voting 
in this election is one way in 
which you can influence them. 
So don't forget to vote next 
year, the voting slips are 
always enclosed with Feb­ 
ruary's Canoe Focus, all it costs 
you is a little bit of time and a 
stamp! 

Report from BCU Council - 
April Meeting 

Rafting 
It was reported that the Scottish 
Canoe Association are 
opposed to the BCU becoming 
the governing body for white­ 
water rafting. A working party 
has been convened and they 

and other interested parties 
will be invited to make rep­ 
resentations. 

.Awards 
Two awards were given; an 
Award of Merit to Peter Lee for 
his many years of dedicated 
service to canoeing and an 
Award of Valour to Kevin 
Leighley. Were it not for 
Kevin's timely intervention in 
dangerous circumstances in 
rescuing fellow paddler Rob 
Lee from West Tanfield high 
weir on the River Ure, and 
resucitating him until the 
emergency services arrived, 
Rob would almost certainly 
have drowned. 

Council .Appoint­ 
ments 1991 - 92 
BCU Committee Chairs were 
announced; Geoff Saunders is 
Chair of Council, Albert Woods 
is Vice Chair, Dave Gent is 
Chair of the Access, Coaching 
and Recreation Committee, 
Ron Hodgson is the Chair of 
English Regions Management 
Committee and Alan Laws is 
Chair of the Sports Manage­ 
ment Committee. 

Freddy Walsh, aged 13, attacks a 
''mean" stopper at the St Pierre-de­ 
Bouef artificial course near Lyon 

Finance 
The BCU assets were reported 
to be alarmingly low - now 
down to £23,000 - and con­ 
certed efforts are to be made to 

_keep within the 1991 budget. 
Fortunately some large items of 
expenditure have now been 
dealt with such as the pay­ 
ments on the Holme Pierrepont 
whitewater course and the new 
headquarters building. 

Belen Mullinemc 

.A MESS.AGE FROM 
THE EDITOR 
I'm moving on from the BCU 
Office so, sadly, this is the very 
last edition of Canoe Focus that 
I shall be editing. All together 
now, one, two, three BUT 
SERIOUSLY, I'd like to send my 
heartfelt gratitude to all the 

-people who have been send­ 
ing in their news, letters, 
results, gossip, articles and 
photos over the past couple of 
years. Most people, even regu­ 
lar contributors, don't get paid 
any money for this at all, which 
makes their efforts even more 
greatly appreciated. So 
THANK YOU one and all, and 
remember - keep those stories 
coming in! 
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Particularly suited to the =.::= 

• ABS Super material 
• New spine design for 

Extra Strength 
Greater Rigidity 
Higher Performance 
Greater Blade Control 
Lighter Feel 

young because of: 
l . Lighter Feel 
2. Light Weight 
3. Shaft diameter 30mm 

Other paddles available~ 
are heavier', have 32mm~ 
shaft, lower performance 
and are more expensive 

and more fragile. Stan ard colours 
.•...•.. ' 

Optionals Blade - Black 
Jointed Kayak model 

KOBER-PADDLES 
LIG~ 

Welded seam alloy shaft, 
composite blade with allo~ 
edge inserted around the 
top of the blade. 

TOP LIGHT: 
Welded seam alloy shaft. 
composite blade with alloy ..•... . 
~ge mserted around the 
whole of the blade. 

~ 
Extruded alloy shaft.~ 
composite blade with alloy ....••.•...•.. "'-.... 
edge inserted around the 
whole of the blade. 

EXTREME: 
Extruded alloy shaft. heavy 
duty composite blade. 

MOLDAU: 

" Traditional wooden paddle 
laminated for strength and 
giving that unique wooden 1 
feel and flexibility ............__1 
available with metal or 
wooden tip. 

Handgrips - Red 

PYRANHA accessories:- for further informntion contact Pyrariha 
Factory Shop on (0928) 716666. 

For slalom information including craft from Perception - Reflex, 
Nomad, Pyranha and Arrowcraft together with accessories from 
Wild-Water, Freeblades, Propulsion, MI, Diamond, Bushsport etc. 
Please contact Melvyn Jones 

Information on all other requirements, Personal and Contract, 
including Ace, Prijon, Pyranha, Perception, Ml, Coleman, 
Arrowcraft (new Aquabat) and accessories from Chang, Tornado, 
Helly-Hansen, Javlin, Lendal, Schlegal, Kober, New Wave etc. 
Please contact Tim Houghton 

West Micllanda Canoe Centre, 
113 Newhall Sueet, Willenhall, West Midlands WV13 ILQ. 

CALLING ALL 
YOUTH GROUPS, CLUBS, 
SCOUTS, GUIDES, SCHOOLS, CENTRES 

ETC. 
FLEET OF 6 PLASTIC KAYAKS, WITH 
NOSE CONES, BACKSTRAPS, FOOT­ 
RESTS, SKEGS - PLUS - PADDLES, 

SPRAY-DECKS, BOUYANCY AIDS AND 
CAGS. 

SPECIAL OFFER PRICE 
Including Delivery ONLY £1,525 
OFFER OPEN UNTIL 31st JULY Only 

Send for details on headed notepaper to: 
77 HAZELHURST DRIVE 
GJ.RSTlNG 
Lancashire 

.. 



Chair's Chat 
There appears to be confusion 
between the responsibilities of 
the British Committees and 
those of the four home coun­ 
tries. Wales and Scotland 
appear to feel that the prob­ 
lems could be more easily 
resolved if there was an 
English Canoe Association. By 
the time you read this ERMC 
will have had an initial debate 
on the matter but we would 
welcome your views either to 
myself or your regional chair. 

The season is now in full 
swing and I hope you are all 
enjoying the events being 
organised by your regional 
committee. Volunt~ers to run 
more events are always wel­ 
come. 

EASTERN 
Have you seen "Easftern Region 
News"? If your club is a 
member of the BCUJ the secre­ 
tary should have two copies. If 
you would like a personal copy 
please send a SAE or 20p to the 
Editor Ron Hodgson, 6 Pad­ 
dock Road, Buntingford, Herts, 
SG9 9EY. Not satisfied with the 
Eastern Region? We are still 
short of a secretary. I am a vol­ 
unteer. I enjoy canoeing. I 
need help if you would like the 
Region to do more. Women or 
men! Would you like a gentle 
introduction to sea canoeing on 
19/21 July at Harwich. Further 
details from Helen Mullineux, 
16 Rathmore Road, Charlton, 
London SE7 7QW. HACC is 
back Chair Ray Croft, Secret­ 
ary Ann Barrie, Treasurer 
Lisette Davies. 

• I 
EAST MIDLANDS 
We need clubs to hold local 
"Come and Try it" events. The 
region can support with equip­ 
ment, expertise and publicity; 
the knock-on benefits to both 
the Union and clubs are grea­ 
ter participation and member­ 
ship. Enquiries to Pearl Mulhol­ 
land, 23 Riddings, Allestree, 
Derby, DE3 2GD. Tel: (0332) 
558263. Low level flat water 
slalom on the Winfield Pool, 
Holme Pierrepont, 16 June and 
1 September. Classes are 
under 11, 12, 14, 16, 21, and 

over 21. Entries taken up to 10 
am on the day. Entry fee £2.00 
to members, £3.00 non-mem­ 
bers, equipment available if 
necessary. Come and join in! 
Also, Slalom Competition 
Trainer Course 7/8 September. 
Contact Pearl or George Oliver 
on (0602) 624040. 

LONDON AND 
SOUTHEAST 
Basingstoke Canal. The Lon­ 
don and South East and South­ 
ern Regions have paid the 
licence fee. Members may 
paddle provided they display 
their BCU number and carry 
membership cards. 

Regional Whitewater train­ 
ing weekend at Holme Pier­ 
repont, 10/11 August. Send a 
SAE to Paul Newman for 
details, 20 The Rise, 
Hempstead, Gillingham, Kent, 
ME7 3SS. Paul can also provide 
details of a race coach course 
to be run in the region. 

The Seven Sisters Sea 
Kayaking meet will be held at 
Seaford 19/21 July. This is an 
informal weekends paddling 
around the Beachy Head, 
seven Sisters Coastline. For 
information send SAE to Chris 
Childs, 8a Holland Street, 
Brighton BN2 2WB. 

The Maidstone Marathon 
has been moved to 15 June to 
avoid the fishing season. 

NORTHERN 
If you need Sports Council 
funding, Eddie Palmer (0434) 
27031 can give you advice. 
New arrangements have been 
made for the River Eden; con­ 
tact Jim Wilson (0228) 37658 
before paddling. The Kielder 
canoe marathon and long dis­ 
tance swim is on 20/21 July; 
contact G T Stanley, Seven 
Mile Farm, Seaton Burn, New­ 
castle-upon-Tyre NE13 6BS. 
Paddlers are needed for some­ 
thing different on 29 Sep­ 
tember; contact Mary 
Armstrong, 7 Dryburn Park, 
Durham Moor, Durham DH! 
SAD (send SAE) for the event 
on the Tyne from Newburn in 
aid of the British Heart Founda­ 
tion. Mary can tell you about 

the Durham City marathon on 1 
September (091) 384 6118. No 
access to North Tyne in Sep­ 
tember and October. 

NORTHWEST 
We still need a Treasurer and 
representatives for slalom and 
sea canoeing - contact Chris 
Bolton. We have recently 
recruited new local access 
officers, but there are rivers 
where we still need local 
advice - contact Jill Bolton. 

Our Sports Council project is 
running well. Gary Charlton 
has two main objectives; help­ 
ing schools to form links with 
local clubs and setting up 
courses for coaches. 

The North West Inter Club 
Slalom is at Marple on 13 July. 
Although the winners qualify 
for the National finals, any club 
can enter a team. You don't 
need fast paddlers to come and 
enjoy the event. 

Merseysport want to beat 
the world canoe raft record! 14 
July Albert Dock - contact Rob 
Sutcliffe, (051) 708 9322 
paddlers needed. 

SOUTHERN 
There are still three of the six 
Southern Region Sunday tours 
down the Kennet and Avon 
Canal to go from Dun Mill to 
Newbury on 7 July. Newbury to 
Tyle Mill on 1 September and 
Tyle Mill to Caversham on 6 
October. Each is about nine 
miles through interesting coun­ 
try and in good company! Ring 
Ted Moulding on (0908) 
676343. If you would enjoy mak­ 
ing up, or joining, a team to play 
canoe . polo in the Southern 
Region - contact Andee Raw­ 
son on (0734) 473456 (evenings) 
or (0344) 711510 (work) about 
his future plans. 'Well done' to 
all those Southern Region 
paddlers who finished a very 
chilly D/W this year. 

SOUTHWEST 
South West Water PLC has set 
up a leisure orientated com­ 
pany to run water based activ­ 
ity at reservoirs in Cornwall. 
The main facilities are for 
canoeing at Tama Lake near 
Bude. The contact for canoeing 
is Neal Pike at Tama Lakes 
Reservoir. There will be 
facilities for lauching by the 
day, and refreshments. Equip­ 
ment can be hired by the day/ 
hour. The "open canoe on open 
water" course at Seaton on 21/ 
23 June includes poling and 
sailing open canoes in sea con- 

ditions. Fee £5 contact Bob 
Ottley, 30 Lower Touches, 
Chard, Sommerset, T A20 1 NY 
SAE. Equipment can be hired. 
Also 23 June non-ranking fun 
slalom at Flowerpots, Weir, 
Exeter. All welcome contact D 
Walls, (0392) 433811. 

WEST MIDLANDS 
The Regional Touring Officer 
has arranged several events 
recently which are not in the 
BCU yearbook. Come and join 
in and bring your friends' so 
that they can sample canoeing 
with the BCU. Mike Nicholls 
(021) 360 2136 is leading the 
tour in the River Severn on 28 
July from Hampton Loade to 
Bewdley. Keep 15 September 
free for the tour on the River 
Avon from Leamington to Strat­ 
ford to raise money for guide 
dogs for the blind; Dave Bate­ 
man (021) 771 4448 has details. 
22 September - Black Country 
canals - contact Mike Hubbard 
(021) 356 7619. Contact Mike 
about possible Vyrnwy tours 
on 5 and 19 October. Annual 
paddlers day is 3 November 
contact Malcolm Freeman 
(021) 520 4712. 

YORKSHIRE AND 
HUMBERSIDE 
The Yorkshire Pennine LCO 
meeting at Mixenden Reser­ 
voir near Halifax at 7pm 17 July 
introduces competition coach­ 
ing in slalom, wild water racing 
and polo. Contact Bill Lodge 
(0924) 493526. Hull Club Inter­ 
national Polo Tournament on 
the 8/9 June (all club teams are 
welcome to enter) contact Joy 
Davis (0482) 24867, there has 
already been a good response 
from European teams wishing 
to enter this competition. Geoff 
Smedley is · running another 
Disabilities Endorsement 
course at Mixenden, Halifax on 
6/7 July, places are limited, 
contact John Swallow (0532) 
492676 (daytime). The 
Washburn is open on the 
weekend of8/9 June for recrea­ 
tional paddlers; for further 
details send SAE to 12 Low 
Town, Kirkburton, Hud­ 
dersfield HD8 OSD. 
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O.L.S. MEET YOUR REQUIREMENTS! 

Conquest 

Available In both Standard and Whitewater Specifications, 
With Its Immense rigidity and strength, this kayak 

will suit both Educational establishments and 
enthusiastic Whitewater paddlers alike. Being 
Attractive, Comfortable and Responsive, the 

Conquest Incorporates a Totally Unique bolt-on 
Bow Cap system. Its rubber coated steel end loop system 
withstands almost 2000 kg breaking strain. The Conquest 

sets New Standards in Design, Safety and Durability. 

Length: 320 cm/ Width: 56 cm/ Volume: 262 litres. 

A Traditional Whitewater Touring Kayak designed 
by Klaus Lettmann of Germany. This Kayak 
widens out sharply at the front to give plenty 
of volume and stability for Alpine type 
conditions. Especially good for those heavier 
paddlers or those wishing to carry loads of 
equipment ... Fast yet Stable! 

Length: 335 cm / Width: 60 cm/ Volume: 350 litres. Olvmp335 

Designed for the multi-use organizations where rigidity and durability are the most important factors. 
Manufactured In Foam Sandwich Cross-Linked Polyethylene, this Canadian Is at home on flat or 
whitewater. It carries 4 people comfortably with plenty of room for equipment. 

::::::::::'.o,m The Trapper 16' 
The Only Rotationally Moulded Cruising Squirt 
Kayak available To Date! With Its Radical 
Performance Features, The Enigma enables you to 
perform Exciting and Challenging Manoeuvres In a 
wide variety of water conditions. 

Length: 305 cm/ Width: 62 cm/ Volume: 130 litres. ENIGMA 

Length: 225 cm/ Width 61 cm/ Volume: 230 litres. 

Manufactured from the same Incredibly Tough Linear Plastic as the 
rest of the range, the Bubble performs best on steep boulder strewn 
rivers where Nimble Agility are a prerequisite for Exciting Paddling! 

Bubble 
Dinky 
The First Rotational Moulded Junior Canadian 
with the very young In mind. Ideal for one or two 
children. Built-In Outriggers give Extra Stablllty. 
Light, Stable and Safe. Length: 225 cm/ Width: 70 cm. 

With our own unique blend of Recyclable Linear polyethylene, we offer you Kayaks and Canoes, that are Incredibly 
Rigid and Extremely Durable. Continual research and development ensures that you benefit from the Latest 

Technology available. 



CANOEING WITH 
OTTERS 

In the mid 1970's, otters were close to extinction in Britain. At the height of 
concern over their decline, Mike Mills became involved in the National 
Otter Survey. Otters were still being hunted and the opportunity to become 
involved in a more benign way became the basis for his fascination. 

Frosty and still the maq1c of a winter mght was 
made, for me, by my first encounter with otters. 
Still and starlit the sound of otters whistling 
across the Essex mudflals. I never saw the otters 
themselves. mdeed 1t was a good few years 
before I did actually see one. 
The trail hotted up for me one wmter in the 
Outer Isles. Surveying a Western beach on 
North Uist, the surf rolling in under bnlliant 
wmter sunshine. With sand dunes flown over by 
a shower of snow buntings I almost tnpped over 
fresh otter pnnts m the sand - they emerged 
from the surf and must still have been warm. I 
followed them along the beach and through 
dunes for three quarters of a mile before they 
disappeared, back mto the surf. No sign of the 
ammal but mcreased respect for his surfing1 

Meanwhile fnends were seemg otters on the 
West Coast of Scotland and so, eventually did I. 

Now hardly a sea tnp goes by without otter 
s1ghtmgs, an otter of the day. We Joke of otter of 
the day - curned otter, otter and chips, but we 
see them. What had happened was that I had 
tuned mto them and their presence and the 
areas with otter potential Still 1t was a further 
wait before seeing an otter on a nver. 

What we have m Bntam 1s one species of otter 
but two distinct lifestyles - a bit like canoeists - 
inland and sea. On mainland Bntam where 
otters exist they are nocturnal and secretive 
with a recent history of persecution by man. Riv­ 
ers provide limited avenues of escape in this 
context and hence 11 1s po surprise that few are 
seen - Just the occasional sign of their passmg - 
footpnnts m fresh sand as the water level drops. 
Meanwhile on the sea otters are achve by day, .•1 
.cauuous to an extent, but with no history of being 
hunted and with the vastness of the sea at hand 
they can afford to have a different outlook. 
Where do canoeists fit m? Well 1f you fancy 

seemg otters then accept that 11 will be a 
privileqe 1f you do. On nvers the chances are 
slim and if successful 1t rates as a greater 
achievement than on the sea. To our advantage 
1s the fact that we don't look particularly human 
when we're m a kayak or canoe - I'm sure I've 
heard that before! Persecution has not come 
from this quarter before so other than sitnnq and 
wartmo on a river bank canoemg must stand a 
chance. It is likely to be at the end of the day 

when the chat has died away that the chances 
are in your favour. Similarly on the sea 111s when 
you've toned down and tuned m when your 
eyes are readmg the waters around for any np­ 
ple and disturbance. 

Read the sea from an otters viewpoint and 
you can predict when you will meet them. An 
open stretch of coastlme with no special fea­ 
tures of tidal flow or rock formations will be ofht­ 
tle interest Think how from your own paddlmg 
perspective. an area which gives sheltered 
water m vaned weather conditions 1s an advan­ 
tage, how tidal movement and rock ledges must 
improve the flow of the water and the feedmg 
potential and you can anticipate meetmg your 
otter. When 1t comes to otter halts the best sites 
are those which give several approaches from 
diffennq areas and a variety of escapes, 1f 
needed. 

Today Anglers often seek support from the 
conservation organisations, that canoemg will 
disturb the otters. There may be some nsk that 
noisy static use of a stretch of nver with canoes 
being hauled back along a bank will disturb an 
otter 1f that 1s its patch but the argument 1s more 
likely to work agamst the angler Canoemg on 
nvers usually takes place durmg dayhght hours' 
Fishing, and poaching, prefer the ends of the 
day when otters are becoming active. People 
fishing on a nver bank are clearly human m 
shape, (even 1f we have met the occasional 
Neanderthal type who lobs boulders). They also 
spend a long time static m one place, maybe 
spreading their presence throughout the area. 
The bankside disturbance and scent left behind 
by each and every fisherman along the bank 
creates such a long term presence compared to 
the passage of the canoe and over such a wide 
area that 1t 1s the angler who has the greatest 
potential to disturb otters 

We need to be aware of the otters needs. I 
suspect that they are sirmlar to our own, and to 
those of the fishermen - peaceful eruoyment of 
the nvers. 

Mike Mills 1s the BCU Access Olhcer for Cumbna. If 
you have had any expenences with otters which sup­ 
port or counter his views then he would be mterested 
m hearmg from you Wnte to Inm at Low Gtllenhwsite 
Field Centre, Ennerdale. Clea/or, Cumbria CA23 3AX II 
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• (incorporating BCU Supplies) • 

A comprehensive range of accessories for canoeists 
Prices quoted are correct at time of printing 

VIDEOS 
Kayak Handling 
Path of the Paddle Solo 
Path of the Paddle Solo and Doubles WW 
Mastering Kayak Control 
A Taste of White Water 
Kayaking - The basic skills 
Canoeing - The basic skills 
River Rescue 
Rollin' with Nolan 
Play Paddling with Bob McDougall 
Getting Down Under - Squirtboat 

TECHNIQUE 
Canoeing - The Fladbury Way 
US White Water handbook 
Canoeing skills and techniques 
White Water Kayaking - Ray Rowe 
Eskimo Rolling for Survival 
Sail Your Canoe 
The Squirt Book - Jim Snyder 
Beginners Guide to the Kayak 
Basic Essentials of Canoeing 
River Rescue - Bechel and Ray 
Take up Canoeing 
The White Water River Book 
White Water Safety - Hardy 

TRAVEL 
Canoeing down Everest 
Paddles to the Amazon 
Raging Rivers, Stormy Seas 
Argonauts of the Western Isles 
Canoeing Across Canada 
Iceland Breakthrough 
Keep it Moving - Baja by Canoe 
Paddling Hawaii 
Rivergods 
River Days - Travels on Western Rivers 
Blue Water Summer 
First Descents 
Innocent on the Middle Fork 
Mississippi Madness 

OPEN CANOE 
Canoeing - American Red Cross 
New Wilderness Canoeing & Camping 
The Canoe - Roberts 
The Wood and Canvas Canoe 
Birchbark Canoe 
Boatbuilders Manual 
Canoe Guides Handbook 
Canoecraft 
Canoeing Wild Rivers 
Path of the Paddle - Mason 
Song of the Paddle - Mason 

25.80 
36.50 
36.50 
21.95 
26.15 
26.15 
26.15 
31.95 
21.95 
21.95 

2.65 
5.95 
5.95 
8.95 
8.95 
3.95 
7.95 
6.95 
3.95 
9.95 
2.95 

10.95 
9.95 

4.25 
4.50 

12.95 
10.95 
14.95 
12.95 
12.95 
8.95 

14.95 
13.95 
3.95 

10.95 
7.95 

12.95 

8.90 
11.75 
30.00 
13.95 
9.95 
6.95 
5.95 
9.95 

15.75 
12.95 
12.95 

~ (0602) 817412 
to place your order 

GUIDES 
British White Water - Storry 10.95 
Guide to the Waterways of the British Isles 4.50 
Canoe Touring in East Anglia 3.25 
River Wye 1.95 
Austria and Bavaria 6.00 
Alpine White Water 5.15 
French River Notes .50 
Where to Launch Your Boat 5.05 
Guide to Northern Ireland 2.95 
Scottish White Water 3.50 
River Thames Guide 6.95 
Rivers of the West Midlands 5.40 
Snowdonia, White Water, Sea & Surf 6.90 
Rivers of Cumbria 4.95 
Guide to Scottish Rivers 4.00 
Canoeists Guide to the East of England 4.50 
Alpine Canoeing 8. 95 
WW Runs & Touring RiverS of S Wales 5.50 
Run River Run 7.95 
Canoeing Ontario's Rivers 8. 95 
Italian White Water 2.75 
New England White Water Rivers 7.95 
Rivers of Costa Rica 9. 95 
Rivers of the South West 12.95 
Washington White Water 7.95 
White Water Canoeing - Southern Norway 11.95 
White Water Guide to Kayaking USA 7.95 
Broads and Fens 5.95 
OS Waterways Guide: SoutWCcnttal/NO<th 6.95 

SEA KAY AKINC,/NAVIGATION 
Coastwise Navigation 
Exercise in Coastwise Navigation 
Sea Canoeing - Hutchinson 
Practical Guide to Sea Canoeing - Jeffs 
Sea Kayaking - Dowd 
Sea Kayaking - Hutchinson 
Fundamentals of Kayak Navigation 
Commitment and Open Crossings 

anoe vames 
Hypothermia, Frostbite & cold injuries 
Kayak Cookery 
The White Water Source Book 
First Aid Manual - Red Cross 
Emergency Medical Procedures 
Hypothermia - Death by Exposure 
Mountaineering First Aid 
Wilderness Medicine 
In Search of Adventure 
Safety in Outdoor Education 

IIUMOUR 
Blazing Paddles 
Kayak - Nealy 
Kayaks to Hell - Nealy 
White Water Tales of Terror - Nealy 

Broadlands 
River Thames 
River Severn 
River Wye 
British Waterways Board 

5.95 
4.65 
7.95 
6.95 
8.95 
9.95 
9.95 

16.95 

0. 
7.50 
6.95 

11.95 
4.95 
4.95 
7.95 
3.95 
6.25 
5.95 
3.75 

12.95 
8.95 
3.95 
4.50 

MAPS 
1.30 
3.75 
1.30 
1.30 
2.80 

nm Action 
The Body in Action 
Safety and Injury 
Improving Techniques 
Mind Over Matter 
Planning and Practice 
Set of Above Six books 
The Coach at Work 
Physiology and Performance 
Safety First 
Above three NCF Manuals 
Crib Cards 

FITNESS AND TRAINING 
Stretching - Anderson 
Sports Injuries - Read 
Inner Game of Kayaking 
Fitness for Sport 
Nutrition for Sport 
The Outdoor Athlete 
Sporting Body - Sporting Mind 
Sporting Injuries - Self Help guide 
Athletic Ability and Anatomy of Motion 
Triathlon training 

HCU flOUSE PUHLICATIONS 
Canoeing Handbook 
Binder - for loose leaf logbooks 
Slalom Yearbook 
Wild Water Yearbook 
History of Canoeing in Britain 
Canoeing for Disabled Persons (1989 Ed) 
Canoe Polo Coaching and Tactics 
Polo handbook 
Chest Harnesses - use in White Water 
Throwlines - use in White Water 
Weir Wisdom 
Canoe Focus Binder 
Touring Log Book 
Coaching Logbook - stitched 
Coaching Logbook - loose leaf 
Logbook continuation sheets 

GENERAL OUTDOOR HOOKS 
Advanced skiing 
Mountain Biking 
Handbook of Skiing 
SAS Survival handbook 
Mountain navigation 
Mountaincraft and Leadership 
Adventure Sports - Rock Climbing 
Manual of Modem Rope Techniques 
Orienteering - Skills of the Game 
Cross Country Skiing 
Freeheel skiing 
Windsurfing - Improving Technique 
The Mountain Bike Way of Knowledge 
Venturing Underground 

" 2.50 
2.50 
2.50 
2.50 
2.50 

13.50 
5.50 
5.50 
5.50 

15.20 
4.95 

9.99 
6.95 
3.00 
5.95 
5.95 
9.95 
5.95 

10.95 
13.50 
8.95 

14.50 
3.50 
2.50 
2.00 
.80 

3.00 
2.50 
I.JO 
l.10 
l.10 
1.65 
5.75 
1.50 
1.20 
1.20 
.75 

8.95 
8.95 

10.95 
10.95 
4.50 
9.80 
8.95 
8.95 
9.95 
9.95 

10.95 
5.95 
4.95 

10.95 

~ (0602) 817412 
to place your order 

) 
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BCU SUPPLIES 

Card Organiser - Leather 4.95 
Key Ring - Leather .85 
Member's Sew on Badge 1.00 
Blazer Badge 1.50 
Members Tie - Navy 6.15 
Tie Pin/Lapel Badge 2.20 
Canoe Lock/Cable (Padlock not supplied) 6.00 
Smurf Canoeist 2.55 
Cadet Badge .60 
'I Canoeists' badge .20 
'I do it ..... with the BCU' button badge .20 

BCU SUPPLIES 

Keepsafe I. 50 
Competition Cagoule (Red) M, L 19.40 
Recreation Cagoule (Red) M, L 19.40 
Pullover (Red, 1./Blue, Beige, Grey), M, L 13.25 
Sweatshirt (Red, Black. Navy, Maroon) M, L, XL 13.50 
Tm a Paddler' T Shirt - M, L 5.00 
Tm a Paddler' Vest - S, M, L 4.70 
Tm a Paddler' baseball cap 3.85 
Polo Shirt (Red. white, pink, navy) S, M, L I 0.40 
Widget Wallet 2.95 
Licence/ID Holder 0.40 

BCU SUPPLIES 

Pendant Pen 
Pencil Rubber 
Overtrousers (L) Blue 
Thermal Paddlemius 
Greenslime Personal Throwbag 
Thermal Longsleeve Crew Top - M,L 
Thermal Longsleeve Zip Top - M,L 
Thermal Longpants - M,L 
Thermal Headover 
Thermal Ski Tube Socks 
Gregson First Aid Pack 

1.50 
0.40 

11.55 
12.30 
24.50 
13.10 
16.85 
11.80 
5.20 
3.90 

. 21.95 

* Superb range of boats, accessories and 
clothing for both on and off the water. 

* New exciting lines for spring and summer 
* Open 7 days a week 
* Tel: 0602 813222 

'CANOESPORT 
SPECIAL' 

Send for 'CANOESPORT SPECIAL'. For just£1.95, this magazine gives you a comprehensive 
listing of what we have to offer, membership of Current Trends, a 'money off voucher and superb 
articles and information on all aspects of canoesport. 

- ---------------------------- MAIL ORDER FORM 
I 

Full Name: Membership Number: 
Telephone (Day) 
Full Address 

Post Code: 

QTY DESCRIPTION SIZE COL PRICE 

I 
I 

Remember to add £2 post and packing if your order is over £10 value £ 
PLEASE NOTE: Non members add 10%. Orders under £10, carriage free. All 
other orders, add £2 postage and packing. Overseas orders add 25% of total order 
value to cover postage and packing. 

Method of Payment: Cheque/ Postal Order/ Credit Card 

Credit Card Number: 

Name of Cardholder: 

Signature: 

* Full range of kayak and canoe courses (inc. BCU 
Coaching awards) 

* Continental Adventure Paddling - Europe, Africa 
and the Americas 

* Action Breaks and Action Sport Specials 
* Mail Order (incorporating BCU Supplies) 
* Tel: 0602 818844 (Courses) 817412 (Mail Order) 

Total remittance £ 

(Please indicate) 

Expiry Date: 

Please return this form to: Current Trends Mail Order, Adbolton Lane, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 SAS England 
---------------------------- 



A TALE OF FIVE 
DESPERATE MEN 

IN PERU 
Inambari Kayak Expedition 1990 
Sponsored by the Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust 

Peru, still one of the most unexplored 
countries in South America, was last 
year the destination of 5 British 
canoeists. They were attempting the 
f"lrst British descents of the Inambari 
and Paucatamba rivers, sponsored by 
the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust 
and led by Les Lloyd. 

Finally we started - loaded with two 
hundred and forty Weetabix, fifty pints of 
dried milk, one hundred and ninety two 
cereal bars, forty eight Mars Bars, ten 
pounds of nuts and raisins, seventy five 
portions of mashed potato and numerous 
packets of instant custard, rice, curries 
etc. We were at Iparo - high in the Peru­ 
vian Andes close to the Bolivian border, 
attempting the first ever descent of the 
Rio Inambari. Very little was known 
about the area and the rivers - the few 
maps that did exist simply stated ' relief 
data unreliable'. We had no support craft 
and were carrying all our food and 
equipment in the kayaks; the truck 
driver had just departed; the only route 
out was the river ahead. The first after­ 
noon's paddling took us twenty five 
kilometres downstream through grade 
two-three rapids. We beached the 
canoes on a small sandy bank next to a 
fresh water stream and set up camp for 
the night. It was back to basics, cooking 
over open fires, using the plentiful sup­ 
ply of drift wood, going to bed early and 
getting up at first light, eating only what 
we carried. 

The white fluffy clouds in the sky 
slowly turned to a mass of grey. By the 
time the meal was finished, the rain had 
already begun. Our first night on the 
river tested the camping gear to its limits 
- unfortunately, because of the humidity, 
not everything passed' With a constant 
eye on the rapidly rising river, we sat 
through a night of torrential rain and 
spent the early part of the next morning 
wringing out wet and soggy sleeping 

bags. So much for the Gortex Bivvi bags. 
After packing away all the wet equip­ 
ment into the boats, we continued 
downstream on the now much swollen 
river. The river had been transformed 
into a chocolate brown torrent. Making 
the most of the increased speed, we 
covered approximately 70 kms during 
six hours of paddling, stopping only for a 
few hours at lunchtime to try and dry the 
wet gear, over an open fire. The rain 
continued. The rapids had increased in 
both size and frequency and we were 
now paddling continuous grade three 
and four water. 

' 

By the third day on the river the water 
had increased to grade five, often big 
and bouncy with deep holes which, 
because of the brown water colour were 
difficult to see until it was almost too late. 
It was one of these holes that claimed the 
first victim of the trip. Having spent sev­ 
eral hours happily bobbing around, surf­ 
ing stoppers and play holes, Mark 
pushed his luck a little too far. A lapse in 
concentration found him sitting at the 
bottom of an almighty grade six plus 
hole. Scoring ten out of ten for style, he 
held on for what seemed like an eternity 
before giving in to the might of the water 



• 

and floated gracefully downstream, the 
boat several yards behind. With only a 
dent in his pride - and wallet; the drinks 
were on him! - he was quickly rescued, 
and we continued on our way. 

By late afternoon, the rapids had 
eased and it seemed a suitable place to 
spend the night. The river was sur­ 
rounded by a thick green jungle, which 
became inpenetrable after only a few 
feet. After a cold but refreshing shower 
in a fresh water waterfall and plenty of 
good food, we retired to the comfort of 
our down sleeping bags. 

Several days later and about 100 miles 
further down river, we arrived at a small 
village South East of Sangaban. The road 
bridge clearly illustrated on the map 
(which had already proved to be totally 
inaccurate) was simply a rope sus­ 
pended between two trees either side of 
the river. After consulting several of the 
villagers, we decided to continue down 
the river - although unsure of our where­ 
abouts we felt safer knowing that if we 
did not come across a road bridge soon, 
we would, in about three months, at least 
meet the sea! 

After another day of paddling, at the 
end of approximately a hundred and 
sixty miles of river, we arrived at the con­ 
fluence with the Rio Marcapata and the 
Puerto Maldanado to Cuzco Road. The 
first descent of the Rio Inambari was 
completed. We headed for Cuzco - a 48 
hour truck journey - for a short rest and 
large quantities of beer, chicken and 
chips. 

The Rio Paucatamba was much more 
technically demanding than the Rio 
Inambari, needing several portages to 
pass impossible obstructions and water­ 
falls. It was also situated in one of the 
most sparsely populated areas of Peru. 
Several days were to go by without 
seeing anyone. 

Two days into the river a 2" split in the 
hull of my plastic kayak forced an early 

stop for lunch. The boat was patched 
with carpet tape and with fingers cros­ 
sed we set off. Two days, four portages 
and several patches later, we arrived at 
a footbridge spanning the river. The 
water was now running at a very techni­ 
cal grade four-five. As the repair tape 
was running low, we decided to try to 
hire some mules and walk out from this 
point. Mark and Anthony set off along the 
track into the mountains and after two 
hours of near vertical climbing reached 
the village of San Jose De Sahuay. By this 
time darkness was closing in and the 
hospitality of a local family was 
accepted. I spent the night thinking that 

bandits, which we had heard so much 
about in the UK, had taken them. It was 
however, too dark to go off in search so 
we waited for first light. Just before sun­ 
rise I left with Paul in search of our 
friends while Steve stayed with the 
boats, nursing an injured leg. We even­ 
tually found them coming down the hill 
followed by four locals and a train of 
mules. Arriving at the footbridge it took 
only a moment for the mule owner to 
'realise his mules were incapable of car­ 
rying the canoes along the steep, narrow 
tracks. often little more than the width of 
a mult. We were forced to take to the 
water yet again. 

• 
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Later the same day, after paddling 
through several grade four and five sec­ 
tions and three further portages, we 
were blessed with even more excite­ 
ment. Following Mark and Anthony over 
a plunge pool drop, Steve dropped casu­ 
ally over the fall and was instantly sub­ 
merged in the foaming water beneath. 
The river beyond this point disappeared 
between ~o boulders. The unmanned 
boat surfaced first and passed beneath 
the rocks and continued downstream. 
Steve, not wanting to follow the same 
route, clung like a Limpet on to a piece of 
driftwood before being painfully 
rescued from the middle of the river. The 
boat was found 50 yards downstream, 
after an hours search, submerged and 
pinned against a rock. We rescued it 
eventually, no worse for wear. 
After one further portage we reached 

the confluence with the Urubamba and 
the village of Malaquiato. Since leaving 
Paucatamba we had covered eight days 
of continuous white water. We returned 
via a six hour trip in a leaky 35' motor 
launch followed by a twelve hour trip to 
Quaillambamba, then nine and a half 
hours by train past Macha Pichu to 
Cuzco. 

Cuzco allows one to travel back in 
time and experience a culture very diffe­ 
rent to the jungle and our own 20th cen­ 
tury western way of life. The narrow 
streets are lined with massive stone 
walls built by the Incas in the 15th and 
16th centuries which now form the foun- 

dations of colonial and modern build­ 
ings. We were looking forward to touring 
the ruins and catching up on some sleep. 
It was not to be; that evening, the Presi­ 
dent announced that fuel, cooking oil, 
flour, bread, and rice ie all the basic 
commodities were to be released from 
the subsidised price and .would be 
increasing in price by 3000%. We were 
advised to go back to our hotel and keep 
off the streets. The riot police were out, 
the shops, cafes and street traders all 
closed. 

The next few days were very difficult. 
All transport stopped, there was 
nowhere open to buy food and the 
police/army were on all the street cor­ 
ners. Overnight Peru had gone from 
being the cheapest South American 
country to one of the most expensive. 
Riots in Lima had already cost the lives of 
4 people. Nevertheless it was essential 
for us to get back to work in England; we 
finally got ourselves onto a full aircraft to 
Lima and caught the weekly VIASA 
flight to England. · 

Notwithstanding our problems getting 
home, Peru is an excellent country to 
visit, both for scenery and white water. 
You must, however, be constantly on 
guard for theft. We were fortunate and 
escaped almost unscathed, with the 
exception of some camera gear and the 
theft of my trousers from inside a canoe. 

Les Lloyd 

The author of this article, Les Lloyd and 
fellow paddler, Alan Fox were awarded 
the Mick Burke A ward for their 1989 
expedition to the Zambezi. The film they 
made, "Tne Smoke that Thunders" was 
shown on Channel 4 TV on Easter Tues­ 
day. 

• 

The Inambari team would like thank 
their sponsors for making the Expedi­ 
tion possible: 

The Winston Churchill Memorial 
Trust 
Pyranha Canoes 
Rab Carrington Sleeping Bags 
Wild Water 
Goodwins Cash and Carry 
Twickenham Canoe Centre 



FINEST DESIGNS 
HIGHEST STANDARDS 

THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION 
OF CANOE TRADES 

AC CANOE PRODUCTS (CHESTER) LTD 
PO Box 62, Chester CH 1 3JX . (0244) 311711 
ARROWCRAFT MARINE LTD. 
PO Box 15. Cannock. Staffs. WS11 3DH (05435) 73466 
DIAMOND WET SUITS LTD 
Northolt Drive. Bolton. BL3 6RE (0204) 28225 
GAYBO LTD 
Bellbrook Business Park. Uckfleld. East Sussex TN22 1 OU (0825) 765891 
KIRTON KAYAKS LTD 
Marsh Lane. Crecuon, Devon EX17 1 ES. (0363) 773295 
LEN DAL PRODUCTS LTD 
30 Hunter Street, Prestwick. Ayrshire KA9 1 LG . (0292) 78558 
MARSPORT (UK) LTD 
215 London Road, Reading. Berks, RG1 3NY (0734) 665912 
MOBILE ADVENTURE LTD 
Bridge Works, Knighton Fields Road West. Leicester LE2 6LG . (0533) 830659 
NORTH SHORE DESIGNS 
Tanton Hall Farm, Stokesley, Middlesborough, Cleveland TS9 5JT . (0642) 710350 
PADDLESPORT 
9 Saddler Close, Stratford on Avon CV37 0EE (0789) 298187/(0836) 580598 
PALM CANOE PRODUCTS LTD 
Harbour Road, Portishead, Bristol BS20 9BL . (0272) 842740 
SLALOM SPORTS 
12 Holmscroft Road, Luton LU3 2TY ... (0582) 571841 
SUNRAY GP 
4a Bolton Road, Adlington, Nr Chorley, Lanes PR6 9NA . (0257) 483362 
THE P & H COMPANY 
Station Road, West Hallam. Derby DE7 6ZHB . \0602) 320155 
TRYLON LTD 
Thrift Street, Wollaston, Nr Wellingborough, Northants .. (0933) 664275 
VALLEY CANOE PRODUCTS LTD 
Private Road 4, Colwick Estate, Nottingham NG4 2JT . (0602) 614995 
WILD WATER 
The Mill, Glasshouses, Palely Bridge. Harrogate, N. Yorks. HG3 5OH 

(0423) 711624 

FAMILIAR NAMES THAT OFFER YOU THE 
BEST IN CANOES, KA YAKS & EQUIPMENT 

Write or ring for further information. 

BUILDING 
AN EAST 
GREENLAND 
KAYAK 
by Richard Lennox 

• 
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PERRY'S MAIL ORDER 
LARGE DISCOUNTS ON CANOE EQUIPMENT 

BOUYANCY AIDS 
ALLSPORT - General Purpose £24.09 
PADDLE JACKET - Specially designed for wild waters £25.03 
GOLD LABEL - The standard aid for canoeing suitable for centre 
use £29.74 
CENTRE - As above without zip £27.20 
SHORTIE - Our most popular canoeing aid sold in many countries 

£26.09 
INSTRUCTOR - As above with the added feature of large front 
cargo pockets £32.90 

I 
CAGS 
MITHRIL - A heavy duty cag with neoprene seals and taped 
seams £26.44 
LIGHTWEIGHT - A cheap alternative. Wind & spray proof. Neo­ 
prene seals £20.62 
NEW DRY CAG - Launched at the ·91 International Canoe Show, 
8 oz hard wearing neoprene coated material, latex seals.taped 
seams, large waist band, high performance at an affordable price 

£34.50 
SEND NOW FOR A FREE BROCHURE 

To Order 
By Post: Send a cheque or credit card details. 
Phone: Hotline 051 647 5751 09.00-17.15. 

We will attempt to despatch orders within 24 hours!! 
Standard carriage £4.00 per order. Carriage paid for orders of £300 

Al/prices include VAT 

R. PERRY & CO. LTD, 90 Chuch Street, Birkenhead, 
Wirral, Merseyside Tel: 0516475738 

The week before Christmas 
was cold. Wearing four jum­ 
. pers and two hats I worked 
with a kayak builder - a simi­ 
larly clad Dane called Svend 
Ulstnip. We worked quietly 
together in his workshop, and 
turned on the radio if the cold 
bit too deeply. 

Together we twisted, 
bowed, steamed, lashed, 
stitched and seamed. Tension 
under control, like a bicycle 
wheel. Svend had a picture in 
his mind of how the boat would 
look. He knew my paddling 
style, the uses I put kayaks to, 
almost tangibly, from his mind, 
the form emerged of an East 
Greenland kayak. 
After painting, but before the 

final coat, a clear cold day 
tempted me onto the water. 
The flat water and new ice 
gave authentic East Greenland 
conditions for the maiden voy­ 
age. At about 5m 70cm long 

and 49cm wide, my boat is eas­ 
ily driven. The carefully chined 
hull, and low seating position 
make the boat very stable 
despite the limited beam. I am 
confident that the kayak will 
perform well in rougher condi­ 
tions, only time will give me the 
deep feeling of attachment that 
comes with long use. 

Svend Ulstiup will be teach­ 
ing a course of kayak bwlding 
at the Anglesey Sea and Surf 
Workshop from 23rd Novem­ 
ber - 3rd December. Partici­ 
pants will build their own 
timber framed, canvas skinned 
kayak using traditional 
methods and simple hand tools. 
The cost for instruction and 
materials is about £500, book­ 
ing details can be provided by 
Richard Lennox. 42 Hill Rd, 
Benfleet, Essex SS7 1 HL 
(please send SAE), accomoda­ 
tion can be arranged at the 
Anglesey School of Sea Canoe­ 
ing Ill 
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For the Active Paddler 
Crewsaver, Britain's leading designer of Lifejackets 
and Buoyancy Aids have a range of BSI and BCU 
Approved models suitable for white water, slalom, 
expedition and leisure canoeing, each specially 

tailored for it's purpose. 
To learn more of our 1991 range of canoe products 

- write for our free colour catalogue. 

fn1 CREWSAVER 
ta a r 

Crewsaver, Mumby Road, Gosport, Honts P012 1AQ. Tel: 0705 528621 

~ 

'Ko(HEK VAllEYWA1£KSPOfi(S 
~ 3-7 PARK HILL· SWALLOWNEST · SHEFFIELD S31 OUN 

- ) TELEPHONE OR FAX (0742) 692739 
•..... ,. "- :::...ii 

PROPRIETOR: MARK RAYNOR 
FULL RANGE OF SAILBOARDS, SKIS & CANOES. 
WETSUITS & ACCESSORIES 
OPEN TUES/SAT 9.30-6PM · FRIDAY LATE TILL 7PM 

NEW SHOP FOR SOUTH YORKSHIRE 
KAYAKS BY ALL LEADING NAMES* PADDLES BY SCHLEGEL, AINSWORTH. Ml 

PLUS FULL RANGE OF ACCESSORIES 

MAIL ORDER - FREE DELIVERY * FREE POST AGE * ACCESS * VISA 

ACCESSORIES • ACCESSORIES • ACCESSORIES • ACCESSORIES EASY PARKING . EASY PARKING · 

LONG JOHNS • SHORTIES • VESTS • SHORTS over 150 suits in stock 
CAG TOPS - spray. taped or dry - all in stock from £25.25 
CRASH HELMETS - Protec - all sizes, all colours £34.95 
BOUY ANCY AIDS - Wildwater - the best - good selection 
SPRA YDECKS • THROW ROPES • ROOF RACKS, straps and pads etc. 
WET BOOTS - 8 styles in stock - all sizes - from £9.95 
GLOVES • WET SOCKS * POGIES • plus lots more ... 

• 0% FREE CREDIT ON GOODS TOTALLING £300 + 
e.g. Pay deposit of £60 + 3 post-dated payments of £80 

A57 

SHOPONLY- 
2 MILES from Mt 
2 MILES from SKI CLUB 
3MILES from RVCP 
7 MILES lrom SMEFFIELD Rother Valley Cour•!ry Park 



Thames 
Weir 

Rodeo 
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The second gate was closed early on 
by the lock keeper which put a dam­ 
pener on many peoples- performnces, 
the heats were very slow and not too 
inspiring. The mens semi finals were 
almost like inals. Phil Sykes won his semi 
then the battle was on for second place 
and a position in the final, it was a close 
run thing, which ran to extra time. In the 
end Paul Riley just pipped Richard 
Chamberlain to the placing. 

The ladies final was initially tied bet­ 
ween Leslie Farragher and Mandy Cas­ 
tle but the decision was made to let them 
fight it out in the mens semi finals. In the 
end Leslie gained the edge over Mandy 
- she had had more chances to practice 
and her confidence showed through. 

The mens final was a knock out so in 
good Hollywood tradition I will give the 
results in reverse order. 
7th Roger Mustoe 
6th Phil Sykes. Phil also won the squirt 
boat section but seemed more pleased 
with his efforts in the float boat class than 
anything else 
5th Steve Woollett. Steve has not been 
well for some time and he seemed to 
lack his usual stamina that, combined 
with a new boat, the spud, instead of his 
familar aeroquatic, seems to have led to 
this disappointing result. But I am sure 
that things will pick up in time for the 
Worlds. 
4th Tim Clay 
3rd Pip Croxford Anyone who know him 
will vouch that this was as big a surprise 
to Pip as anyone else, but a well earned 
one, Pip could well be in with a chance 
for a place in the worlds this year. 
2nd Paul Riley It was close but someone 
had to come second, luckily it wasn't my 
job to choose between the first two 
1st Chris Hipgrave. Along with Paul, 
Chris is a force to be reckoned with, he 
has even grown Shaun Baker's beard. I 
am told Chris won on the basis of a 
reverse squirt manoeuvre which was 
held down the flow, and they tell me its 
simple really 

Other awards were given. To Anthony 
Perkins, best manoeuvre, for some 
psychotic paddle twirling and to Claire 
Cheong Leen, most embarassing swim, 
for doing so before her heat started. 
Kevin Whibley 

Once more Burley weir, March 24th 
on the Thames hosted the event which 
called itself the Mont Bel Fast Water 
Festival. This year, Shaun Balcer was 
the organiser and not a competitor - a 
surprise to many poeople after his win 
in 1990. However the competition was 
still fierce for those final places. 

II 



OBITUARIES 
Ted Moore 
It is with great regret that I 
write to inform you of the death 
of Ted Moore, of Slaithwaite, 
West Yorkshire. Ted was for 
many years an active member 
of the BCU Coaching scheme, 
encouraging and inspiring 
both youngsters and adults 
within the sport. He was 
employed as a swimming 
teacher at Fartown School, 
Huddersfield till his retirement 
eleven months ago. On the 4th 
March 1991, Ted suffered a 
massive heart attack from 
which he failed to recover. 
Ted's canoeing ability was 
impressive but what made Ted 
so special to everyone who was 
fortunate to paddle with him 
was his endearing friendly 
manner and infectious 
enthusiasm for life. I am sure 
that all readers who knew Ted 
will be deeply saddened to 
hear of his passing' 
Harry Rubothan 

• 

Malcolm Bradshaw 
Malcolm Bradshaw of Wiltshire 
was a serving Brother of St 
John, holding the position of 
Area staff officer, Adventure 
Training within the St Johns 
Ambulance Brigade. His 
adopted role was of service to 
the community and the encour­ 
agement of people to adopt a 
healthier lifestyle through out­ 
door pursuits. His drive and 
enthusiasm has been an inspi­ 
ration to myself and many 
others. Youth Afloat was just 
one of the events that he 
pareticipated in, running the 
climbing tower in between 
teaching canoeing, to give 
youngsters the thrills in life 
they crave for. Malcolm was a 
person who wished little rec­ 
ognition for what he undertook 
but I, for one, will miss and 
remember him for a very long 
time to come. 
Pete Pendlebury. 
THE AVERON AND 
THE SHIN 
A couple of years ago I wrote a 
somewhat lighthearted article 
for Canoe Focus(Feb 1988) on 
the pleasures of paddling the 

A LITTLE 
CONSIDERATION? 

As somebody who paddles a 
great deal both with slalom 
paddlers and their "plastic" 
paddling cousins, I was not par­ 
ticularly surprised to read Paul 
Diamon's letter in, the April 
Focus. By and large both 
groups regard each other with 
a certain amount of contempt 
viz. 

To a recreational paddler, a 
slalomist will "hog" sections of 
river, getting upset when any­ 
one dares to paddle through it. 
They are also regarded as very 
cliquey when off the water. It is 
often stated by the more 
experienced recreational 
paddlers that slalomists are 
incapable of paddling 'big' 
water. To a slalom paddler, 
recreational paddlers float 
aimlessly down the river, 
regardless of anyone who hap­ 
pens to be in their way. They 
seem to have little interest in 
improving their technical abil­ 
ity, with the consequence that 
they are a liability when paddl­ 
ing 'big' water. 

Unfortunately it has to be 

Averon and the Shin, two fine 
northern rivers. Co-inciden­ 
tally both of these rivers have 
subsequently appeared in 
Terry Storey's Guide to the 
best of British Whitewater. 
Unfortunately, since Mr Storey 
paddled the Averon, a number 
of nasty obstacles have been 
placed in this river; At two 
points the ghillie has had holes 
drilled into the river bed and 
inserted steel pins which are 
linked by a wire cable across 
the river. These are described, 
by their creators, as trash traps, 
designed to protect bridges 
and stagings by collecting logs 
and floating debris. However, 
from their design and position, 
it seems to me that the only 
trash they are intended to col­ 
lect isme. 

The first of these mantraps is 
sited well upstream of the 
stretch of river described by 
Mr Stony and is easily identifi­ 
able as it is just downstream of 
the first bridge on the river 

said that both arguments have 
an element of truth in them, 
particularly in an enclosed 
area such as Holme Pierrepont. 
I think however that with a little 
consideration on both sides the 
problem could be improved a 
great deal. If slalom paddlers 
could keep a watch out for 
recreational paddlers coming 
downstream, whilst recrea­ 
tional paddlers pass quickly 
through areas where slalomists 
are training, then a great deal 
of friction could be avoided. 

To an extent, I agree with Mr 
Diarnon's points. I would like to 
see days at HPP mainly for 
slalom use, and some days 
mainly for recreational use. It 
would probably be more con­ 
venient for everybody to have 
the gates grouped in small 
areas, and less popular spots as 
the daleks, rather than spread 
out all over the course. But the 
times when the course is open 
to the public are also the only 
times most slalom paddlers can 
train on it; removing the gates 
altogether would make the 
course unappealing to a large 
number of regular users. 

Guy Gratton 
(Div I), High Wycombe 

(map ref NH 560752) Spoiling 
what was once a pleasant 
rapid. At high water levels the 
hazard may be invisible. At 
normal levelsof2' to 21/2 foot on 
the flood guage it should be 
clearly visible. I now portage 
this bit. 

The second is below 
Ardross Castle. The river turns 
right and one encounters a 
rapid with a big stave in the 
middle of the river and then a 
series of rocky shelves. This is 
followed by a long calm pool 
before the river turns sharp left 
and drops steeply down a 
rocky rapid which we call the 
Staircase. The man trap is at the 
top of the stairs. Normally this 
rapid is paddled starting on the 
left and at 2' on the flood guage 
it is possible to go right over the 
top of the mantrap. I think the 
second trap is at NH 621735, but 
I cannot be sure of this. 

Ronald Cameron, 
Rosshire 

EQUIPMENT FOR 
WOMEN 
Congratulations to Peak Perfor­ 
mance Sports for producing a 
ladies buoyancy aid. For years 
I have put up with mens extra 
small size which stands up 
above my shoulders when I sit 
in my canoe. 

How about producing a 
ladies version suitable for an 
instructor, with pockets and 
harness? It isn't just the men 
who require such items. 

Manufacturers how about 
producing equipment spe­ 
cially for women, instead of just 
expecting us to make do? It 
may even encourage more 
females to participate in the 
sport. 

Thank you Peak, and how 
about an address, or a list of 
stockists. 
Kathy Murgatroyd, 
Livingston 

Editors note 
Peak buoyancy aids and clo­ 
thing are stocked by No Limits 
(Nottingham), Eddylines (Llen­ 
gollen), Desperate Measures 
(Leicester), Twickenham 
Canoe Centre (London) and 
Garstang Adventure (Preston). 
They are also available direct 
from Peak, clo Pete Astles, 5 
Burleigh Rd, West Bridgford 
Nottingham (0602) 452295 

TAINTED MONEY 
I read in the April edition of 
Canoe Focus that the BCU 
committees are to discuss the 
morality of sponsorship by 
tobacco companies. I was 
shocked to think that the BCU is 
even prepared to consider this 
possibility, and I sincerely 
hope that all the committees 
will turn such a suggestion 
down very forcibly. 

I know the BCU needs 
money, but I trust there is a limit 
to the level to which it will stoop 
to obtain this. However much 
help might be gained by recre­ 
ational or competitive 
canoeists from such sponsor­ 
ship money, their achieve­ 
ments would be tainted by the 
knowledge that the BCU had 
been "bought" by the tobacco 
companies. 

I have no choice but to 
remain a member to enable me 
to continue coaching, but I 
would find it very difficult to 
reconcile this with my consci­ 
ence if the BCU were to accept 
sponsorship from tobacco 
companies. 
Jackie Freer, 
Gwynedd. 

i 
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The REVOLUTIONARY new sail rig for open 
canoes. Assembly time under 5 minutes on land 
or on water, then hoisted in 2 seconds and 
dropped in I second from the rear seat. Sail can 
be set low for open waters orup to 16ft high 
(from the 6.5ft mast!) for ghosting along rivers 
with high ban/is. No boom to hit.heads and 
stows in its mast and small bow bag. 2yr sail 
warranty. Spars fully anodised with stainless 
fittings. Mail order available. 

Contact us now or visit our harbourside 
showroom for a comprehensive range of 
Canoeing and Sea Survival Equipment and 
courses. Canoe S.tore also offej~ equipment for hire, all 7 

backed up by tuition ~ 0 
from experienced ~- 
and qualified /' . 

staff. ,,_,,. - ,," 

----::::-- ~ c--= 

• LEADING & BUDGET BRANDS 
• ALL ACCESSORIES 
• KAYAKS • SURF SKIS • CANADIANS 
WITH SAIL ANO MOTOR OPTIONS 

• TRY BEFORE YOU BUY POLICY 
• ACTION VIDEO LIBRARY ANO SALES 
• FULL FIRST AID STOCK • SURVIVAL AIDS • FLARES 

• TRACE-INS ANO PACKAGES 
• BRITISH CANOE UNION 

INSTRUCTION & 

'BLISTERS' PACK 
For runners and canoeists 

an essential BLISTER 
prevention and treatrnent 
package for use before, 
during_ and after sport. 

• COLEMAN 
• PYRANHA 
• PERCEPTION 
• PALM 
• M.I. 
ETC. 

• suzr 
• BUSHSPORT 
• McNULTY 
• ACE 

• VALLEY 
• SCHLEGEL 
• AINSWORTH 
• LIFEGUARD 

• PR/JON 
• PHOENIX 
• WHITEWATER 
• CREWSAVER 
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- MAKE A KIWNG=:..FSiGN 1 
-~ A CONTRACT !,~00~.~~~:~::.'~u~,r~~ ~ 

good after sales services are our ~

1 
trademark. Our company servces 
div1SK>n offers unbelievable rates, 
first class delNery and a lnendly 
helpful team to select !he best equip­ 
ment for your orgamsatton. 
We supply the best deals 10 HM 
Forces, OutOOOf Centres, Schools. 
Colleges, Scouts & Guides. 
Don't cop out when you buy 1n bulk. 

You need protection. . . ~\~~1::ve1orm1oranotte,yoo 

____ -*1=-=-~--=--IJl~C1~ i' 
W A 1 £ rJl's P O R 1 • 

(111111uil4in91,l1knttrlo•,Coun111CY14lHTtl.010312120 
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Cynthia Berry on the Tour de 
Corse 

Cl Andrej Jalenc YUG 2. 
Dominique Rouvel FRA 3. Jean 
Luc Bataille FRA 

Tour de Corse 1991 
The 5th Tour of Corsica was 
held over Easter and took in the 
Rivers Golo, Haut Golo, Javig­ 
nano, Taravo and Prunelli. 

Many nations competed and 
showed their colours in what 
for many was very intense rac­ 
ing, several nations were using 
the services as selection for 
their World Championship 
Team and the determination to 
win reflected this. 
Final Classification Tour de 
Corse 
I. Yves Masson FRAI 15,2. Mar­ 
kus Geekier GER ll5 3. Joel 
Doux FRA 10 I 20. Neil Stamps 
GB 45 30. Neil Blackman ENG 
29 

Twiaqet/Simpson (GB) racing the 
Eytieux 

Closely fought selection 
races at Grantully and the 
Tryweryn resulted in the 
following paddlers being 
selected for the World 
Championships and World 
Cup during the summer of 
1991 World Championship 
Team 
Mens Kl Neil Stamps (pre­ 
selected), Alan Tordoff, Ian 
Tordoff, Robin Murray 
Ladies Kl Shirley Bain, Julie 
Ashton, Nicola Weaver, 
Andrea Clayton 
C2 Harvey/Warne, Simpson/ 
Twigger 
Cl Mackon Singh, Ross Pear­ 
ton 
The following paddlers will 
compete in World Cup events 
Mens Kl Neil Blackman, Mel­ 
vin Swallow 
Ladies Kl Katie Watt 
Mens Cl James Wingfield 
World Cup Races still to come 
are Mur in Austria 8th June, 
Sanna in Austria 19th June and 

the Ocoee in the USA 20th 
August The World Champion­ 
ships are being held on the 
River Soca at Bovee in 
Slovenia, Yugoslavia from 21 to 
23 June. 

World Cup I River 
Eyrieux, Ardeche, 
France 
A spectacular course contain­ 
ing several artificial slides and 
chutes opened the 1991 World 
Cup season. A good water 
release took most of the shal­ 
low parts out of the river and 
excellent racing was witnes­ 
sed 
Results 
Mens Kl I. Yves Masson, FRA, 
2. Markus Gickler, Germany 3. 
Claude Benezit FRA. 
Ladies Kl I. Karen Wahl Ger­ 
many, 2. Sabine Goetschy FRA 
3. Aurore Bringard FRA 
C2 Masle/Grobisa Yug 2. 
Alaphillipe/Puyfoulhoux, FRA 
3. Archambault/Carlin FRA 
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Ladies Kl I. Sabine Goetschy 
FRA 54 2. Karin Wahl GER 513. 
Uschi Profanter AUT 39. 19. 
Cynthia Berry SCO I CI I. 
Andy Bridge USA 54 2. Andrej 
Jalenc YUG 51 3. Vladimir Vala 
CZECH 43 15. Ross Pearton 
ENG 9 16. James Wingfield 
ENG 5 C2 I. Alaphillipe/ 
Puyfoulhoux FRA 54 2. Grobisa/ 
Masle YUG 51 3. Chlouba/Her­ 
mann Czech 39 9. Simpson/ 
Twigger ENG 23 11. Warne/ 
Harvey ENG 19 

Tragedy mars Tour de 
Corse 1991 

Julie Ashton (GB) on the Eyrieux 

During the 1991 Wild Water 
racing tour of Ccrsica, a young 
Italian team paddler was 
drowned during training on the 
River Tavignano. 

The World Cup Race was 
subsequently moved to the 
River Golo and was held after a 
brief, very moving service of 
respect held on the river bank 
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New Assessment 
Race 
The Medway Marathon on July 
14th is now an assessment race 
for both doubles and singles. 

More K4 Races 
A series of K4 races is planned 
for the autumm on October 
12th, 19th 26th and November 
3rd, to be organised by Wood­ 
mill, Reading, Royal and Not­ 
tingham clubs respectively. 
Please note the change of date 
of the Reading race - this was 
previously advertised as 
November 3rd. 

• 

Marathon Nationals 
Don't forget that the National 
Marathon Championships are 
taking place this August Bank 
Holiday (24125th August) in 
Nottingham. You don't have to 
be an elite paddler to take part 
- there are separate races and 
championship titles for all divi­ 
sional groups, juniors, ladies 
and canadians. Senior mens 
kayaks have races for divisions 
1&2; 3, 4 & 5; 6 & 7; 8 & 9. Senior 
canoes and senior ladies have 
separate races for Div 4 and 
above; division, 5 - 9. And for 
Div 8 & 9 ladies, there are to be 
separate non-championship 
events with trophies over a 
simple 3 to 4 mile course. The 
nationals are as much for 
paddlers in the lower divisions 
as for established competitors - 
racers in all classes contribute 
the same points towards the 
team Championship. So come 
along and lend your support to 
your less experienced mem­ 
bers. Bring your bicycles - this 
year it will be possible to follow 
all the races from the bank for 
virtually their entire length. 
Race info and entry forms from 
George Oliver (0602) 819758 

Racing Scheme Cer­ 
tificates 
Race Organisers please note 
that racing scheme certificates 
are needed for all races and 
should be ordered well in 
advance from the scheme sec­ 
retary, Mrs Monica Owen, 14 

Milldown Avenue, Goring, 
Reading, Berkshire, RES OAS. 

Racing Scheme Draw 
The March draw was held at 
the Devizes to Westminster 
race and the winner was S Wil­ 
liams of Hereford. The club 
issuing the winning certificate 
was Richmond at the Frank 
Luzmore marathon. 

The Marathon Committee 
wish to extend its thanks to 
Kirton Kayaks who have 
kindly paid the insurance 
premium on the new 
marathon team bus. 

ASIAN GRAND PRIX 
1991 
Fancy a trip East this year? 
India are hosting the first Asian 
Grand Prix in October and a 
British team will be attending. 
The trip (departing October 
27th) is being heavily sub­ 
sidised; Air India are offering 
discounted air tickets (with 
boats) at £520; Mobile Adven­ 
ture Ltd are sponsoring trans­ 
port, food and accommodation 
in India. Any marathon pad­ 
dlers of a reasonable standard 
will be considered for the 
team, but you will also be 
expected to take part in a 
120km tour after the Grand 
Prix. Unlimited places are 
available on the tour for non­ 
team paddlers; for these 
people there will be an extra 
$50 a day to pay for food and 
accomodation. If you are 
interested, either in being 
selected for the team or com­ 
ing along for the tour, then con­ 
tact Colin Broadway at Mobile 
Adventure (0533) 830659. 

Tejo Marathon 
The Tejo Marathon in Portugal 
was attended by a British team 
of four. Robin Williams and 
Ewen Cox came third in the 
mens K2, in the Kl, Dyson Pen­ 
die was second and David 
Coulson was fourth. Team 
Selected for Eindhoven. The 
GB team has been selected for 
the Eindhoven marathon, they 
are: Mens K2 B.Saunt and G. 
Slater, R. Bushell and S. Harris: 
Mens KI P. Wells, M. Wells, 
].Butler, A.Heath: Junior Kl B 

EINDHOVEN 
AUSTRALIA 1992 - A Letter 
from the Marathon Committee 
The BCU Marathon Racing 
Committee are very con­ 
cerned at the difference bet­ 
ween the cost of sending a 
team to the World Champion­ 
ships in Australia and the 
money available. 

To send a full team to the 
event will cost £42,000 approxi­ 
mately. The money currently 
available through Grant Aid 
and the Directors Challenge is 
£13,000. The difference of 
£29,000 will be financed in the 
absence of sponsorship by 
increased paddlers contribu­ 
tion. Whilst the Marathon Com­ 
mittee is exploring every 
avenue available to reduce this 
burden, it is appropriate that 
we formulate an overall finan­ 
cial policy so that everyone 
especially those "hoping" to 
compete know exactly what 
the situation is. 

As things currently stand, we 
will use grant money to finance 
one boat per class and a team 
manager to the level of £1,000 
per person. The difference 
between this and the total cost 
per person, approximately 
£1,000, will need to be raised 
through sponsorship and pad­ 
dler contributions. Paddlers 
will need to seek individual 
sponsorship in addition to any 
activities that the Marathon 
Committee undertake. 

The second boat per class 
will be selected from paddlers 
of a suitable standard who are 
able to finance their whole trip. 
All paddlers who receive a 
contribution from grant funds 
will be expected to be availa­ 
ble for the whole programme. 
That is; World Championships 
Brisbane 3rd/4th October, K4 
challenge Sydney 11th Octo­ 
ber, Grand Prix Melbourne 
18th October. Those paying 
entirely for their own trip can 
participate in events as they 
see fit. 
We are obviously con­ 

cerned at the lack of funds 
which leads to the conditions 
set out above. However, we do 
feel that by identifying the 

problems at this early stage we 
at least give everyone a 
chance. 

If further funds become 
available then we will enhance 
the policy further. Additionally 
we will make every effort to 
seek additional sponsorship. If 
suitable athletes are not availa­ 
ble in every class, then funds 
will be re-allocated as approp­ 
riate 

DEVIZES­ 
WESTMINSTER 
CANOE RACE 1991 
Tamsin Phipps was last year's 
DW winner in the Ladies K2 
class. Having decided at the 
last minute not to undertake 
"The Race" this year she volun­ 
teered to lend a hand on the 
bank. She is still trying to 
decide whether this was any 
easier than canoeing from 
Devizes- Westminster! 

Devizes on Easter Friday 
morning was a hive of activity 
with the Venture Scouts and 
T.A.V.R checking kit and issu­ 
ing race bracelets and num­ 
bers from an unearthly hour. 
Because of the tide times the 24 
hour crews needed to leave at 
07.00 hours. The Kl and K2's 
gradually began to disappear 
up the canal to cheers and 
good luck wishes. After this the 
Wharf became a lot quieter 
with only the faster crews and 
those trying to catch the sec­ 
ond tide remaining. 

Up the course the battle had 
already begun. In the Kl race 
Guy Dresser and Dave Coulson 
were vying for first place on 
Day 1. Watching them portage 
at speed was certainly an 
experience. In the Junior K2 
race, the favorites, Donald Ric­ 
ketts and Malcolm Starkey 
(Leighton Park School) pulled 
well ahead of the rest of their 
field to finish day I in a convinc­ 
ing first place. As the Venture 
Scouts organised the juniors at 
Newbury, the overnight race 
continued. The crew in conten­ 
tion for the veteran and first 
place were all trying to work 
out their positions in relation to 
their competition. For some, 



that was a minor problem com­ 
pared to the extremely foggy, 
damp and cold night that was to 
come. At Sonning Lock, which 
was closed to all support 
crews, members of Reading 
and Leighton Park Canoe Club, 
were giving out free drinks 
from the Sponson Smithkline 
and Beecham. This continued 
throughout the night. Standing 
there freezing at 0~ 00 hours it 
was wonderful to talk to crews 
who were undertaking the 
event for charity and whose 
main aim was to finish the race. 
Most of them were extremely 
cheerful despite having been 
paddling for 15+ hours' The fog 
and cold had really come down 
which added a different 
dimension to the race. For 
some crews the coldness com­ 
bined with fatigue was too 
much and several were forced 
to retire. After leaving Sonning 
Lock it was a quick dash to 
Westminster to see the first 
crews finish. Standing on 
Westminster Bridge and strain­ 
ing my eyes into the fog, it 
seemed ages before the first 
crew appeared. First over the 
line were Ian Grewcock and A 
Beegan. Minutes later they 
were followed by Rose Purkiss 
and Angus Fitchet, then Helle 
Steuart and Lena Thygesen 
from Denmark who had broken 
the longstanding ladies record. 
The veteran team of Andy 
Freeman and Cclin Middleton 
then crossed the finish. They 
were a scratch team as Colin's 
former partner Steve Ellard 
had been too ill to undertake 
the race. The minutes ticked 
by and still their main rivals 
Ronnie Thorogood and Andy 
Hall hadn't finished. This meant 
that Andy and Colin had not 
only won the veterans prize but 
the senior· K2 as well! 

BCU Director 
Trevor Bailey 
completing Devizes 
to Westminster 
race 

As the first crews were finish­ 
ing at Westminster, the second 
day of the 4 day event was start­ 
ing. The slower K2's went first, 
followed by the Kl's. The race 
was really on between Dave 
Cculson and Guy Dresser. 
Dave set off 1 minute before 
Guy and he went away like a 
man possessed. Dave put 
everything into it as he knew he 
had to make up the 4 minute 
gap that Guy had over him. 
Dave's portaging was superb 
and he gradually pulled away 
from Guy so much so that Guy 
didn't see Dave on Day 2 - Dave 
finished that day 9 minutes up! 

Meanwhile there were still 
seniors crossing the finish line 
at Westminster. These 
included the Director of the 
BCU Trevor Bailey and his C2 

partner Colin Broadway of 
Mobile Adventure fame. Tre­ 
vor was taking part in the race 
as part of his annual Director's 
Challenge - perhaps his most 
arduous challenge yeti 

Day 3 of the 4 day event was 
the longest; a total of 38 miles 
from Langridge to Ham. The 
weather was fine and all the 
supporters were out. The race 
continued; Guy set off a minute 
before Dave, Dave caught up at 
Boulters Lock and from then on 
it was neck and neck to Ham .. 
Still coming down the course 
were seniors who had decided 
to stay overnight and whose 
aim was to complete the 125 
miles to raise money for char­ 
ity. 

The clocks went forward but 
we all. remained on RACE 
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TIME (GMT) Whatever time 
one was in, the 04. 30 hours start 
on Day 4 was still extremely 
early! 

First across the finish line at 
Westminster was Dave Coul­ 
son with Guy Dresser, Donald 
Ricketts and Malcolm Starkey 
on his wash. The champagne 
flowed at the steps of the Festi­ 
val Pier flowed and blisters 
were compared. On the faces 
of the participants, sheer 
delight to have completed the 
race. 

Long after the excitement 
had died down the TA were 
dismantling the shower unit, 
the sales team were packing 
away all the goods and the 
communications team finalis­ 
ing the results and re-boxing 
the computers. The site looked 
decidedly empty and forlorn. It 
seemed hard to believe that so 
many people give up so much 
time to run this unique race. 
After the weekend, I for one felt 
as tired if not more so than the 
marathon racers ... I think I'll 
participate again next year! 
Tamsin Phipps 

RINGS ON HIS FIN­ 
GERS 
Colin Broadway tells all, 
including how he came to pad­ 
dle the DW with the BCU 
Director. 

Devizes to Westminster. 
Every year I say never again 
and after paddling it in a Cl, I 
actually meant itl 

So what happened? Sitting 
over a bottle of wine, as we do 
at Mobile Adventure on the 
occasional lunch time, I told 
Dave (Crooks) that there was 
no way I was going to paddle 
the DW with him. Apart from 
anything else, he wouldn't 
allow me to have a slow 
cigarette at each portage. 
Dave retaliated, saying that I 
was just too old, and he would 
ask Paul Ralph instead! 
With the bottle of wine 

empty, and reading Canoe 
Focus, wondering am I really 
getting past it, I find that our 
Director is looking for a new 
challenge. Full of wine, I phone 
him at the BCU Office. "Hello 
Trevor, do you want to paddle 
DW with me? We don't have to 
race, wem ust just finish within 
the 100 hours." Two days later 
he phoned back and said yes. II 
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I was sober now, so my 
excuses started, no way was I 
going training, and anyway I 
would be away in India for most 
of January and March, coming 
back only for the Crystal 
Palace show. And I didn't have 
a boat to paddle either. 

The boat was easy, no 
choice, a light weight vacuum 
bagged We No nah ICF C2, 
fast, effortless to paddle, easy 
to portage, weighing only 
30lbs. The boat was duly 
ordered, due to arrive in time 
to be displayed at Crystal 
Palace in mid February. It 
finally arrived in Leicester, still 
to be fitted out, on Tuesday 
March 26, 3 days before the 
start of the race. 
Wednesday morninq.I 

rushed up to the BCU with the 
boat to let Trevor have a go, 
explain which way to hold a 
bent shaft paddle and start our 
"training" - ten minutes on the 
Winfield pool, with the Direc­ 
tor of Coaching taking photos 
and waiting for us to fall in (we 
didn't). Our training complete, I 
drove back to Leicester and fit­ 
ted the footrests in the canoe. 
The next evening, we drove 
down to the pub at Devizes, 
slept it off in the car park and 
got on the water at 8.37am Fri­ 
day morning. 

The rest is history. We didn't 
fall in but I did think we were 
going to swim through the tun­ 
nel and under a couple of low 
bridges. Grabbing 6 hours 
sleep at County Lock and a 
further 4 hours at Teddington, 
waiting for the tide, we pad­ 
dled under Westminster 
Bridge and over the finishing 
line 471/2 hours later. Only 10 
hours slower than the time I 
won the race in way back in 
1983! 
And I actually enjoyed it. 

Would I do it again? Of course 
not. Would my partner? I think 
so, but I'm sure that he'll take 
his rings off first ... 

Colin Broadway 

SLALOM 
EVER DECREASING CIR­ 
CLES - Slalom Participants 
Downto2000 
Just when you think that every­ 
thing is "hunky-dory" with 
slalom (Olympics and all that), 
a quick check among a few of 
the bib issuers reveals a diffe­ 
rent story. Take up on this 
years bibs is approximately 20 
- 25% down on the totals stated 
in the yearbook, and at Division 
4 level, 60% take up is the norm. 

So out of a total of 2,546 
paddlers in the yearbook, 
there could only be something 
like 2000 ranked paddlers 
actually participating. 

Spend Time with Newcom­ 
ers 
Club secretaries, organisers 
etc, can go a long way towards 
encouraging newcomers to 
slalom, and explaining what an 
exciting sport it can be. A good 
way of introducing youngsters 
can be to run a beginners 
slalom course - this has been 
done at some clubs/Regions 
already with great success. 

Don't watch and wait. While 
someone is struggling for infor­ 
mation and help spend five 
minutes sorting them out - 
remember you were that per - 
son once. 

BCU MEMBERSHIP 
ESSENTIAL 
Whilst Basic BCU membership 
is perfectly OK for Slalom 
events at Div 5 level, don't 
forget that when you are prom­ 
oted to Div 4 and join the rank­ 
ing system proper, com­ 
prehensive or youth member­ 
ship is needed to get you on 
your way to the TOP! 

FIRST BLOOD TO 
MELVIN 
First Senior Selection 
Race 
The first Senior Selection race 
at the Tryweryn was a trying, 
testing event, in more ways 
than one. Apart from the rare 
event of lovely warm sunshine 
(and no "midges") the paddlers 
had to learn to cope with a 5 
hour gap between practice 
and first runs. 

There were one or two 
"crunch" moves on the course 
which started at the top of the 
"Ski Slope" and ended below 
the "Fingers" There would be 

Melvyn Jones - still hard to beat 

no room for error, and slip ups 
would prove to be costly for 
some of the top paddlers. 

In Kl men, Melvyn Jones 
showed that he is still hard to 
beat as he led comfortably 
after first runs. Ian Raspin and 
Shaun Pearce were going neck 
and neck, and finished in that 
order behind Jones - Good per­ 
formances from David Cros­ 
bee ( 4th) and Kevin Campbell 
(5th) showed that there was still 
room for surprises. 

The Ladies Kl event saw the 
continuing good form of Rachel 
Fox. Rachel has had some good 
results in this years Prem 
events and she took first place 
from Karen Like, and Maria 
Francis (3rd) Joan Jayes was a 
very creditable 4th whilst 
British champion Lynn 
Simpson finished out of the 
places - a major upset. 

With Gareth Marriott train­ 
ing at Tacen, the Cl class could 
have been a close run thing. In 
the end Mark Delaney stormed 
home ahead of Martin Hedges 
and Peter Bell. 

One of the big problems on 
the course proved to be the 
downfall of many of the C2 
paddlers. Gate 18, a tricky 
downstream move on the stop­ 
per at the "Dog Leg" was caus­ 
ing all sorts of problems with 
few of the crews actually clear­ 
ing the gate. Unfortunately for 

them, this provided excellent 
entertainment for the TV crew 
and the assembled crowd. As 
expected, however, the C2 
boys overcame adversity and 
the event was won by 
Richardson/Thompson, with 
Clough/Clough (2nd) and 
Meikle/Brown(3rd) following 
closely behind. 

Kevin Campbell- surprise 5th 
place 
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JUNIOR SELECTION- A 
TENSE AFFAIR 
With the prize of a trip to Swe­ 
den and pre-Worlds in Norway 
at stake, the junior selection 
races this year proved to be a 
tense affair which built up to a 
dramatic and exciting climax at 
Grantully. The first two races at 
Tryweryn and Nottingham took 
place on "normal" water levels. 
They still managed to throw up 
several surprises, but this was 
nothing compared with what 
was to follow at "Tully". 

The heavy rain which fell 
after the Easter Premier event 
caused river levels to rise 
almost as you watched., putting 
the Div I/Selection event in 
jeopoardy. If team events on 
the Saturday were held on a 
nice high level, Sunday's was 
heading for the suicidal' Gate 9 
was taken out for the girls and 
eventually even the finish 
beam had to be taken away - 
the fish kept crossing the beam! 
Some paddlers managed bet­ 
ter than others but the high 
level of "50's" showed just how 
tough a course it was, espe­ 
cially for the girls and younger 
paddlers. 

Despite the confusion, the 
selections were made. 
Junior Pre-Worlds. Norway 
Kl Men. Paul Ratcliffe, James 
Croft, Paul Ebrey, Mike Jesson, 
Leo Hoare 
Kl Ladies. Treena Warman, 
Sally Masters, Corrie Johnston 
CI. Joel Scott 
Under 17 Training/Competi­ 
tion. Veltrusy/Prague, 
Czecheslovakia Kl Men. James 
Croft, Leo Hoare, Paul Ebrey, 
Stuart Bowman, Chris Wetzig, 
Simon Orange 
Kl Ladies. Corrie Johnston, 
Rachel Doherty, Alison Muir, 
Clair Fox, Lisa Rae 
Cl. Hywell Lloyd, William 
Edwards 
C2 Robert Forbes/Stuart McIn­ 
tosh, John Burt/ Rick Elsworth, 
James Roden/ Andrew Roden 
Under 16 Training Camp. 
Holme Pierrepont, August Kl 
Men. Dan Corner, David Pimm, 
Neil,Buckley, Chris Chapman, 
Robin Johnson, Chris Carter, 
Bob Hall, Tim Morrison, 
Michael Bennett, Simon 
Barber, Martin Parker, Steven 
Flower 
Kl Ladies. Diane Wood, Anita 
Bennett 

Penny Briscoe - 5th lady 

THE WASHBURN 
APPEAL 

Help us to make it happen! 
Most regular canoeists will 
already be familiar with the 
Washburn river in Yorkshire. 
Its the only dam controlled 
canoeing site in England, 
with 3 kilometres of continu­ 
ous grade 2 - 3 water. Provid­ 
ing one of the best whitewa­ 
ter sites in the country, it 
hosts at least five slaloms and 
wild water races each year. 
The popular evening 
releases are, for Northern 
paddlers, some of the only 
opportunities to find good 
water levels in the summer 
months. 

Now the Washburn Com­ 
mittee need YOUR help to 
make the Washburn into an 
even more attractive site, 
with better facilities, better 
road access, more parking 
and more interesting paddl- 

ing. The planned improve­ 
ments include: a new road to 
Hanging Bottom Farm(under 
construction): enlargements 
to the present carpark:new 
toilet block(under construc­ 
tion); changing facilities at 
Hanging Bottom; a campsite 
at Hanging Bottom and work 
to the river bed. To pay for 
the improvements, a Sports 
Council Grant has been 
negotiated and many canoe­ 
ing clubs and individuals 
have given donations. But 
much, much more money is 
needed (about £15,000) to 
enable the work of the last 
ten years to come to fruition. 

Please help us to help you. 
Send your donation to the 

Washburn Committee, c/o 
Hugh Pashley, 10 Crawshaw 
Grove, Sheffield S8 7EB. 

II 



MEMBERS 

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS 

FORSALE 
Ace Europas - ideal Scouts, Youth, 
Schools etc. I 5 canoes, good condi­ 
tion, includes spray cover, paddle 
£120 each tel Ripon (0765)604071 
Almost new white water Pyranha 
Mountain Bat canoe, little used 
£290 ONO. Tel: (0642) 710966 
Ardeche double touring kayak in 
immaculate condition complete 
with decklines, two matching 
spraydecks and ABS paddles £220. 
Snipe slalom/GP kayak £75 ONO. 
Tel: (0923) 33573 
Aeroquatic w/w play boater, purple 
excellent condition just I year old. 
£290 ONO. Tel (0502) 582906 
Baidarka Explorer expedition sea 
kayak in good condition £200. Tel: 
(07687) 72531 

Canadian canoes choice of 3. £150- 
£250. Tel Paul (081)952 6039 
Cl Concept Revolution, Kevlar 2 
and Propulsion Cl, blade, 
spraydeck, £280 ono. Kl Extra, 
Hydro Paddle, £50 (0708) 768066 1 

Cl Wild Water racer, Gaybo Ace 3 
all kevlar very good condition. The 
top design for big water and stable 
for novices £180. Paddle available 
if needed. Tel. (0602) 292855 
C2 shoot 2 (slalom) back left, car­ 
bon sandwich hull, kevlar o/s seam. 
Good condition/weight £225. 
Gyramax plastic Cl ideal big w/w 
boat, excellent condiuon £250 
ONO. Tel: (0223) 311715 
Chinook plastic (Perception) sea 
kayak, with deck Imes, hatches, 
yellow, used twice £380 Tel (0753) 

883924 
Club boat sale 18 MKS Bats, 6 
KW7's, 6 PH Krackabats, l slalom 
(med vol), 6 Phighters, some need 
repair, £25 others or £351sh. Tel: 
Richard (0532) 648 l 23 ext 4021 or 
668787 evenings 
Coleman Canadian 16' canoe black 
outback RAM X whitewater spec cl 
w two new wave "T" handled pad­ 
dles all m excellent condition used 
twice £375. Tel (05 l) 520 2061 
Coleman Gold-Medallist and pad­ 
dles, family canoe very good con­ 
dition £390. Tel (051) 608 7 I 91 
Cougar Kl sandwich construction, 
very good condition, £250 ono 
(021)474 2269 
Dancer XS one careful lady owner! 
Red, ideal for the lighter paddler 
£250 ONO. Contact Jenny or Dave 
(039687) 223 
Enigma, PoISOn pmk, 4 months old, 
excellent condition, only £190 Tel: 
(0226) 281354 
Extra bat Cl, kevlar 2 very good 
condition, with 3 paddles and 
bushsport spray deck £350 ONO. 
Also, prem 4 kevlar 2 good condi­ 
tion fast and light £210 ONO. Tel: 
(0203) 666836 
Extra Slalom Kayak/Diolen. Light 
blue white fade dark blue edge, as 
new 1986, never used £250 ono. Tel 
Ivan (0705) 297024 
Fibreglass kayak, possibly Snipe? 
Fairly good condition, right 
handed Ml paddle and spraydeck 
included £75 ONO. Tel: (0626) 
865486 evenings. 
General Purpose and slalom fib- 

reglass canoes. As new. Ideal 
beginners. £120 each 081.398.3118 
Glass Glider Racing K2, good con­ 
dition, o/s rudder £350, 2 pairs 
assymetric paddles £25 each, 2 zip­ 
ped spraydecks £12 each, also 
drinks bottles, and carriers. Tel: 
(0965) 67342 
Kayak mould Trylon suit club or 
group. Buyer to collect. Tel: (0606) 
782793 
Kirton Miridian very fast sea kayak, 
adjustable skeg, yellow with blue 
trim, good condition £270 ONO. Tel 
(0227) 375100 
Madgic slalom Kl 6 months old. 
Good condition, full kevlar, full 
epoxy £295 ONO. Tel: Ian (081) 868 
5191 
Marathon C2, half D/W race only, 
spraydecks, owner retiring again. 
Also 7 degree wooden cranked 
paddles. Also kevlar chaser K2 l 
year old elvstram bailer £400. Tie 
(0602) 8 l 9758 
Merlin K2 complete with D W 
handles under and over stern rud­ 
der as required £600 ONO. Tel: 
(0705) 255200 
MI 335 Pro, pink, bought at the 
Canoe Exhibition 91 only used 
twice £280 contact Richard Arden 
(0522) 680045 
Mould for 16' Canadian canoes plus 
some fibreglass £450 Tel Paul 
(081)952 6039 
Nordkapp HM Good condition, 
recessed deck fittings, pump, back 
strap, includes paddles and spray 
decks £395 tel (0278) 733144 
Somerset North Shore Torque £ JOO 

T 

London's leading canoe 
shop for equipment 

One day canoe courses 
Sunday 9 June/ 18 Aug 
Sunday 28 July/ 15 Sept 

Canoe & Kayak hire 
ring for more details 

'( 

18 Beauchamp Rd, Twickenham, Middx TWl 3JD. Tel: 081-892 8979 



and Everest Kayak £50. Tel: (081) 
546 8190 
One pair Schlegel all rounders (208 
RH) £60 ONO, one wildwater twin 
seal spraydeck fit Mirage, Quest 
and Dancer £55 ONO, one wildwa­ 
ter Std helmet £15 ONO. All items 
as new, back injury forces sale. Tel 
(0460) 76711 
Prespective Cl WWR, all epoxy/ 
kevlar, spraydeck and paddle. All 
as new £430. Tel: Phil (0565) 621000 
ext 2035 work, (061) 480 2654 home 
Pyranha Master. Full WW Spec. 8 
months old £300. Tel Mark 
(0483)761160 Surrey. 
Ranger Kl fast and stable, old but 
sound, suit lady or lightweight pad­ 
dler £70, phone LV (0992)38317 
Snipe Fibreglass Kayak £50, 
spraydeck included. Warhorse 
Slalom kayak £35. Tel Caroline 
(0602)814574 
Taifun, high volume, stable kayak, 
good for white water touring and 
large paddlers, 2 years old, good 
condition £150, phone LV (0992) 
38317. 
Three general purpose fibre glass 
canoes £30 each or £80 for the 
three, also sea king requires finish­ 
ing £220. Tel: Paul (0472 851592 or 
John (04 72) 815839 
Touring canoe fibreglass black/ 
white 14' long built in bouyancy £60 
ONO. Tel (08215) 409 
Traveller 16' canoe, ash seats and 
gunwales, mahogany decks, excel­ 
lent condition £485. Strip plant/ 
epoxy resin, traditional canoe 14', 

excellent condition, a bargain at 
£495. Falchion w/w spec, very 
good condition with spraydeck and 
paddle £200. Tel: (0404) 43533 
Two KW4's ideal for beginners/ 
intermediates/tourers. Both in 
excellent condition, c/w spray 
decks and paddles £ l 00 each com­ 
plete. Tel: (081) 643 9055 
Two new dancer XT's yellow and 
green £300 each. Tel: (081) 500 
6965 
Two sea kings approx 6 months old, 
yellow, expedition rigged with 
pumps, immaculate condition, 
genuine reason for sale, £400 ea. 
Tel (0532) 827372 or 828600 
Tyro childs lowline slalom kayak, 
diolen, vgc, £65. Gaybo C2 WWR, 
diolen, sound, £40. Rocky Cl, 
WWR, diolen, good order, £40. GP 
kayak, sound, £20. Papoose BAT,· 
sound, £10. Tel: (0473) 310923. 
Umnak Sea Kayak, Bulkheads, 
hatches, deck lines etc. Red deck 
white hull. Good condition £220. 
Tel: (0425) 73119 evenings 
Used general purpose canoes for 
sale. North Shore Torque £100, 
Everest kayak £50 (081) 546 8190. 

WANTED 
Anas Acuta or similar (price more 
important than condition), for 
young canoeist based in Orkney - 
distance no object. Phone 0856 
850171 (day) 0856 851072 (eves) 
Canadian Canoe 13' - 15' in reason­ 
able condition, £120 approx. Tel: 
(0484) 654508) 

We can obtain for you almost any 
canoe, kayak or surfski from almost 
any manufacturer. We can also let 
you pay for your purchase with 3, 6 
or 9 monthly cheques. No fuss, no 
delays, minimum details required. 

3,6or9 
MONTHS 

I NO INTEREST PAID I 

For any further information please 
do not hesitate to contact us. 

Mould for Mustang Kl in good con­ 
dition. Tel Paul (0472) 851592 or 
John (0472) 81592 
Pyranha Everest, crosslink in yel­ 
low, standard version without 
designs, phone L V (0992)38317 
Second hand stable racing K2's, 
Barracuda K2, discovery K 1, 
spraydecks, assymetric paddles 
and life-jackets. Tel: (0784) 460841 
Wooden Canadian, not plywood 
must be clinker or carve! built ie 
solid wood. Condition not impor­ 
tant will consider anything which 
could be restored. Tel: (0782) 
617754 

LOST AND FOUND 
HF Supra Throwline on 23/2/91, 
near the Nantygrwyd River, Snow­ 
donia or R Llugwy. Plus 2 krabs and 

extender. If found please contact 
Mike (051) 724 54 70 
Aqua Bat found on the River Teme. 
Tel: (0905) 57409 or (021) 476 8867 
before 2 
Lower Lydbrook, Saturday 16 
March, GRP kayak found. Owner to 
identify. Finder will be in Wye area 
soon. Tel: Chris Taylor (0273) 
506955 
Stolen from Taunton Canoe Club, 
Tuesday 5th March; 5 rotabats, I 
C2, I Europa, 1 Dancer, I Mirage, 1 
WW Rotabat, 13 B. Aids, 14 spray 
decks and 11 pairs of paddles. Full 
list of missing equipment with iden­ 
tifying features available from Rus­ 
sell Blackmore, 13 Gyffarde St., 
Taunton, Somerset, or by phoning 
DC3262 Moore at Taunton Police 
Station (0823)337911 

CAMBRIDGES SPECIALIST SHOP 

~ 
AND CAMPING 

Mail Order - Contract - Hire - 
Mobile Trade Stand 

171 High Street, Chesterton, Cambridge CB4 1 NL. 
"B' Cambridge.(0223) 311411 

Open: Tues, Wed, Fri, 9.30-6.00 .Thurs 10.00-8.00 Sat 9.00-5.00 

INTRODUCE THEIR NEW AND EXCITING 
RANGE OF SQUIRT, SURF AND 

PLAYBOAT EQUIPMENT 
• BREATHABLE DRY CAGS 
• SPRAY DECKS 
• RESCUE EQUIPMENT 
• RODEO GEAR 
• APRES PADDLE WEAR 
• AND MUCH MUCH MORE 

The P & H Company, Station Road, West Hallam, Derbyshire. 

No compromise accessories, designed by 
PADDLERS to give you the performance 
you need. 
Custom and made to measure no problem. 
Available from good canoe shops and by 

mail order. Write to:- 
nookie, Heathfield Cottages, Clearbrook, 

Yelverton, Devon, PL20 6JD 
or telephone 0822 855400 II 



A VONCRAFTGIVES YOU THE WORLD'S FINEST CHOICE 

Visit our warehouse facility and see the 
largest stocks of kayaks, canoes, 
paddles, safety equipment and 
accessories available from all the 
Worlds leading names:- Prijon, 
Grumman, H.F., Romer, Ace, 
Perception, Arrowcraft, Old Town, 
Coleman to name but a few. 

Opening Hours: 
MON-FRI 9am-5.30pm SAT 9am-1 pm 

Burrowfield, Welwyn Garden City, Herts. AL7 4SR 
Telephone: (0707) 330000 Fax: 0707 333026 



• Models to carry 
up to 21 canoes 

• Choice of Stowage 
Boxes 

• All models include lights 
arid jockey wheels 

• Built to latest EEC 
Regulations 

• Standard Trailers Ex Stock • Made to measure .service 

HAYllnCi TRAllERj 
THE HAYLING TRAILER COMPANY 
254A Havant Road Hayting Island Ha~e P011 OLW 

Tel: 0705 464176 

Win a Coleman 
Open Canoe 
All you have to do, to win this super canoe, is to take a good 
"action packed" quality photograph/transparency of ANY 
Coleman canoe in use. Don't miss this golden opportunity to be 
the proud owner of a classy canadian. 

The competition will be judged 
by BCU Director, Trevor 
Bailey, and is open to any non­ 
professional photographer, 
one entry per person may be 

1ST PRIZE Coleman Ram­ 
X 16' Gold Medalist 
Canoe. A high perform­ 
ance canoe for both placid 
and whitewater paddling, 
plus two Coleman pad­ 
dles. 

submitted. 
The winning entries must be 

freely available to Coleman to 
use at their discretion. 

WETSUITS 
WETSUITS 
WETSUITS 
WETSUITS 
WETSUITS 
Direct from our factory. 
Superb value, top quality. 
Wide range, large stocks. 
Quick delivery. 

QUITE UNBEATABLE 
Write or ring for 
FREE brochure and 
Price List. 

RUNNERS UP - Five run­ 
ners up will each win a 
prize of a Coleman buoy­ 
ancy aid. 

~ 

DOLPHIN 
WETSUITS 
Ashwell Street, 
St. Albans, 
Herts, 
Tel: ( 0727 ) 40404 
Fax: ( 0727 ) 40406 

FACTORY SHOP OPEN 
TUESDAY - SATURDAY 
9.30 am - 5.30 pm 
Late THURSDAY 
CLOSED MONDAY 

Send your entries, well pac­ 
kaged, to:- Coleman photo­ 
graphic competition, c/o 
Canoe Focus, British Canoe 
Union, Adbolton Lane, West 
Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 
5AS. Include your name, 
address, daytime telephone 
number and return postage if 
you'd like your entry returned. 

I!!!. Closing date July 31st 1991. 
Exclusion for employees of: 
Canoe Focus, BCU and Col­ 
eman UK Inc. 

II 



BRITISH WATERWAYS 
CODE 
British Waterways have pro­ 
duced a new version of their 
Waterways Code directed 
specifically towards the lead­ 
ers of organised parties. 

The code gives information 
on general safety, waterbourne 
diseases and the addresses of 
British Waterways managers 
throughout England, Wales 
and Scotland. Copies are avail­ 
able free of charge from BWB 
Customer Services (0923) 
226422 

II 

A CANOEISTS GUIDE TO 
THE NORTH EAST 
by Nick Doll 
Cicerone £7 95 
ISBN I-825284-068-8 
Nick Doll's Guide (published 
January) covers the counties of 
Northumberland, Durham, the 
Yorkshire Dales, the North 
York Moors and the Scottish 
Borders. It is an area which 
Nick has paddled extensively 
and the guidebook contains an 
impressive amount of detail - 
from which waterfalls to defi­ 
nitely avoid to which landlords 
to approach for interest free 
credit whilst you collect your 
wallet from your mate's car 
situated at the other end of the 
river! 

It is in the main a whitewater 
guide and the range of water of 
all grades is comprehensive; 
there are easy paddles as well 
as the not so easy, the popular 
runs on the Tyne, Tees, Wharf 
etc as well as the small streams 
and waterfalls known previ­ 
ously only to local madmen 
such as the author. There is also 
a chapter on the sea paddling 
to be had along the North East 
coast complete with instruc­ 
tions on how to go about meet­ 
ing the resident friendly dol­ 
phin. 

The guide is interesting to 
look at as well as informative to 
read with some exciting action 
shots. If you are planning to 
paddle in the North East, you 
will find this book indispensa­ 
ble; if you're riot, buy it anyway 
- it will probably change your 
mind! 

DR THROWLINE - 
HF Video 
Reviewed by Ray Rowe 
Once again British Manufactur­ 
ers have been outclassed by 
the Germans. Horst Fursattel 
makes high quality throw bags 
(as wellas other safety gear) 
and while his British com­ 
petitors were dithering over 
product liability he was busy - 
making a training video. It is a 
tribute to this man that he has 
never been content just to pro­ 
duce good gear but always 
worked hard to educate 
paddlers in its use. 

Doctor Throwline gives an 
exceptionally comprehensive 
guide to the use of a throw bag. 
A lesser person might have 
been tempted to portray it as a 
cross between a magic wand 
and an American express card 
- whip it out and pop go your 
problems. On the contrary, the 
film emphasizes the need for 
constant, hard practice with the 
bag if it is to be used effec­ 
tively. There are excellent 
shots of the throwbag in action 
in many different situations. All 
too familiar foul-ups are shown, 
such as the vertical boomerang 
throw which takes the bag 180 
degrees away from the unfortu­ 
nate swimmer and into the 
bushes. Throwing technique is 
rightly given close attention 
and there are some brilliant 
suggestions for land training 
exercises. There are one or 
two short scenes which I would 
question, such as using the line 
to tow a car, a slightly dodgy 
shoulder belay and advice 
about not using a tree as a 
direct belay. But these are 
nothing but nit-pickings. Its a 
superb educational film - full of 
sound, practical advice con­ 
veyed neatly and profession­ 
ally. The commentary, (by 
Horst himself) is good, as is the 
quality of reproduction. 

This is a long overdue piece 
of resource material produced 
by Europe's most innovative 
white water rescue technician. 

VHS format; running time: 15 
mins Available £14.95 incl VAT 
(plus £1.95 p&p) from: Training 
Workshops, 8 The Green, Cud­ 
deston, Oxford, OX9 9TZ 

SEA KAYAKING 
by Nigel Foster 
Fernhurst Books 
ISBN 0-906754-60- 7 
This is a well illustrated and 
clearly written book which 
would be most useful for new­ 
comers to this kind of canoeing. 
It is principally an instructional 
manual but it is also very reada­ 
ble. with useful photographic 
sequences to accompany the 

SEA 
KAYAKING 

sections on paddling 
techniques. The most, helpful 
sections to me were the ones 
explaining tides, navigation, 
weather and the water features 
one could expect to meet when 
paddling on the sea - overfalls, 
tideraces, surf etc. These are 
complicated topics, frequently 
misunderstood, but Nigel has 
succeeded in explaining them 
with the minimum of technical 
jargon. 

VIDEOTAPE 
'GREENLANDERS AT 
KODIAK' 
Produced and narrated by 
JohnDHeath 
Reviewed by Duncan 
Winning 
Reviewed by Duncan Winning 

Anyone wno has an interest in 
Inuit Kayaks needs no intro­ 
duction to the work of John D 
Heath. He has spent a lifetime 
in the study of the Inuit Kayak 
(or QAJAQ) and its use, accu­ 
mulating a knowledge of native 
paddling and rolling 
techniques unsurpassed out­ 
side the Inuit themselves. So I 
awaited a viewing of this video 
tape with keen interest, I was 
not disappointed. 

In Greenland today there is 
an upsurge in interest in the 
native culture among the 
inhabitants. The kayak plays a 
much more important role in 

the Inuit culture than we Euro­ 
peans can probably realise. 

During the 1989 "Skin Boats 
of Antiquity Conference" at 
Kodiak in Alaska the visiting 
Greenlanders gave a rolling 
demonstration which is the 
subject of this tape. Filmed 
mainly at a swimming pool, 
with a follow up on the sea, John 
Petersen is the main particip­ 
ant with a short section involv­ 
ing Kaaleraq Bech, President 
of the Greenland National 
Kayak League. While the pic­ 
ture quality is not as good as we 
might be used to from the video 
industry and the commentary 
could be more extensive, the 
quality and quantity of the 
techniques demonstrated 
more than redress the balance. 

Greenland Kayakers policy 
of staying in the kayak in the 
event of a capsize is underlined 
right at the start by the fact that 
it took John over two minutes, 
with warm hands, to get the 
hem of his TUVILIK (kayaking 
jacket) fitted to the rim of the 
kayak cockpit, it was so tight! 

To describe all the rolls, 
braces etc. shown on the tape 
would be beyond my ability, 
sufficient to say John 
demonstrates about 18 diffe­ 
rent paddle rolls, the starting 
positions of which are quite 
varied eg with the paddle held 
across the foredeck, across the 
keel, behind the neck, with 
crossed arms etc., 3 or 4 types 
of throw stick roll and 4 var­ 
ieties of hand roll. Yet one gets 
the feeling that his repertoire is 
far from exhausted! In addition 
there are Greenland style pad­ 
dle braces, sculling on the 
back, on the chest and statio­ 
nary with the torso in the water 
and no paddle movement 
whatsoever! 

John uses a shore paddle 
with a "Sliding hand" stroke yet 
the hand movement seems so 
natural and flowing that it is not 
noticeable at first. Very little 
effort seems to be used in 
paddling, rolling and bracing 
yet the paddle is short and the 
blade narrow. Perhaps we 
modern recreational sea 
kayakers have, as yet, a lot to 
learn from the Inuit? They have 
been doing itfor a few thousand 
years longer! 

The tape is available direct 
fromJohnDHeath, Rt I, Box 125 
Damon, Texas 77430, USA, 
price $85 US dollars, post paid 
to Europoe, air mail. Proceeds 
go to the Greenlanders, which 
is where they should go in my 
opinion. 



py,anha 
PYRANHA SAFETY WARNING 

PYRANHA MOULDINGS LIMITED manufacturers of 
quality KAYAKS AND CANOES are aware that a 
quantity of kayaks are being offered for sale by 
persons outside of the Pyranha dealership network. 

The kayaks in question, through moulded by Pyranha 
in 1989, were moulded from material supplied to 
Pyranha in error. The material proved inadequate 
when tested. The kayaks should have been destroyed 
by the material supplier. They were not and therefore 
pose a real risk to any would be purchaser. 

The kayaks are not fit for use not least because of the 
material but also by not having the standard safety 
and structural strengthening systems. The 
numbers"909" are included in the identification serial 
number which will be found marked on a piece of self 
adhesive tape stuck to the seat or lightly engraved on 
the inside of the shell forward of the seat. Some are 
not numbered and are raw mouldings without 
trimming. 

To any person having purchased one of the kayaks, 
please contact Pyranha Mouldings Limited, Marina 
Village, Preston Brook, Runcorn, Cheshire.WA? 3DW. 

THE ONLY ROOF CARRIER 
SYSTEM SAFE ENOUGH TO 
CARRY SOMETHING THIS 

BIG. 

(ACTUAL SIZE) 
When it comes to putting something important on the top of ems the AA don't just trust 
to luck. They test. They test the load corrier to destruction in every conceivable way. 
Then test again in many inconceivable ways. And only one range of roof corriers hos 
been proven fit and safe enough to corry their porticulor prized possession, the AA Seal of 
Approval. The Thule range. Which means that all you hove to do to corry your prized 
possessions in complete safety is visit any good motoring shop, including Holfords, and 
corry off o Thule. 

THUii 
STAY ON TOP WITH QUALITY 

Units 4&5, Concorde Drive, SC Business Centre, Clevedon, Br~tol, 8S21 6UH. Tel: (0272) 340404. 

RIVER DART 
Canoe Courses 

1991 
Activities 

Introduction to Whitewater Skills: 
13-15Sept. 18-200ctf62 1-3Novf62 
Senior Instructor Training/Assessment: 11-13 Oct £72 
Whitewater Rescue Course 15-17 Nov £67 
Intermediate Whitewater Skills 22-24 Nov £67 

All courses include full board accommodation 
Chalet. sic accommodation for groups up to 16. AU 
rooms centrally heated. Drying facilities. Guides and 
instructors available through the season. 

For details contact: 
Mountain Stream Activities, 
Wydemeet, Hexworthy, Yelverton. 
DEVON PL20 6SF. Tel: 03643-215 

KAYAK AND CANOE CENTRE 

Courses For Experts & Beginners 
River Severn Resource Centre 
Sales, Rental, Tuition, Advice, 

Books, Maps, Guides 

Call, Phone or Write 
South View, Severn Bank, Shrewsbury SYJ 21 D 

0743 365022 

ALL THE MAJOR NAMES 
GAYBO/PERCEPTION ACE 

WILD WATER OTTERSPORTS 
ALL FROM STOCK ALL AT KEEN PRICES. 
PLUS our own range & Kaye! Kits & Navtiraid Folding Kayaks 

•• Ask for our "Special Offer" 

9~® discount list •• 
BOATS LIMITED 

~ 1 Ramsey, Huntingdon, Cambs., England 
Telephone: Ramsey (0487)813777 

® 'Granta' 'Kayel' and 'Typly' are registered trademarks 

EVERYTHING FOR THE CANOEIST 



The classic range 
Hudson Classic 
Northern Prospector 
Trapper Classic 
Freedom 13 

New from Perrys 
The Perry Harishok Dry Top 
The top is designed to be 
hardwearing, light, warm/dry 
and above all economically 
priced and can now be bought 
direct from Perrys at £34.50 
including VAT. Colours white/ 

red only, 
all sizes small to XL • 

~Cl) 
Cl) 

The ultimate in solo canoeing 
designed by Sawyer - another 

classic from the Canadian Canoe People 

e~';:ila,ie 
Unit 3A 

Ullswater Road 
Longhill Industrial Estate 

Hartlepool 
Cleveland 
TS251UE 

Tel: (0429) 235737 
Fax: (0429) 865341 

MAKE YOUR OWN 
BIVI 
Pennine Outdoor can supply a 
range of designs, patterns and 
fabrics for making your own 
breathable bivi bag or group 
emergency shelter. There 
really isn't anything difficult 
about making a bivi bag - all 
you need is a bit of space, a 
sewing machine and the deter­ 
mination to save yourself a lot of 
money! The designs vary from 
a simple sleeping bag cover to 
the more ambitious hooped 
version; about 5m of fabric is 
required, fabric prices start 
from £3.35 per metre for a 
lightweight bag, although the 
better quality materials obvi­ 
ously cost a lot more. Its all in 
the Pennine Outdoor 
catalogue, available on 0484 
684302 



New from Palm 
Palm's latest buoyancy aid is 
designed for sea and expedi­ 
tion paddling, it has two front 
pockets and a large rear poc­ 
ket that will hold flares and a 
survival bag. 
Available in red, 
S,M,L,XL, 
RRP£56.14 ~ 

New from Mobile -...,. 
Adventure 
The Dagger Interlude is the 
boat that Mobile Adventure 
recommend for pub trips' Its a 
16' 6" canoe, featuring a sliding 
bow seat to trim the canoe and 
can comfortably accommodate 
two people plus six eleven gal­ 
lon barrels of beer, 231/2 addi­ 
tional cans and two packets of 
fags. It still has a 6" freeboard. 
Available now in Teal from 
Mobile Adventure, Leicester. 

New from HF - hang up your kayak! 
HF have pioneered a new system for storing boats using nylon 
straps. The assembly is supplied with two fixing points for screw­ 
ing to a beam or wall, up t6 three kayaks can be hung up from each 
pair of straps, which haVe adjustable fastenings. The system is 
designed for storage in the absolute minimum space or places 
where a conventional rackinq system would not be feasible. Avail­ 
able from Avoncraft, price £16 per set including p & p. 

LINDER CANOES 
Avoncraft now hold the UK 
franchise for marketing the 
Swedish Linder canoes. The 
canoes are made from aircraft 
specification alloys and are 
manufactured in their newly 
modernised factory, com­ 
pleted in December last year. 

'CLUB SPECIAL' 
ACCOMMODATION 
Twr y Fehn Outdoor Centre 
have put together a deal for 
clubs for low-cost weekend 
accommodation. The package 
costs £30 and includes two 
nights B & B, one evening meal 
and use of the Centre's 
facilities. The offer is open to 
groups of 10 or more people, 
subject to availability. Groups 
can book equipment hire, 
instruction or assessment 

New from MI! 
The 380 Discovery Kayak is 
now available from all Ml deal­ 
ers in 3 specifications: the MI 
380 Recreation, Sport and Pro, 
for conditions ranging from flat­ 
water cruising to extreme 
whitewater respectively. 
Because of its all round 
capabilities, it is becoming 
popular with Centres. 
Recreation and Sport Specs 
available in 
Yellow, Red and Aquamarine, 
the Pro spec in Strong Pink 
only. 

asccprding to their needs. The 
centre is in Pembrokeshire 
and is an ideal base for sea 
canoeing or paddling on the 
"Bitches". phone Andy Middle­ 
ton for details on (0437)720391 

ESKIMO MOVES 
Eskimo's Canoe Store has 
moved from Twr-y-Felin Out­ 
door centre to St Davids 
Adventure in St Davids itself. 
The shop is to be opened dur­ 
ing all holiday periods and at 
other times of year by request. 
In addition to stocking equipo­ 
ment from major manufactur­ 
ers, the shop will also be hand­ 
ling mail order enquiries for 
Foster Rowe. 

GREGSON PACK 
COMPETITION 
355 readers entered the word 
maze competition (Canoe 

Focus, February edition) the 
three lucky winners were; JD 
Watkins of Swindon, Mr Bran­ 
man of Kent and D Hawkes­ 
worth of Leeds. They each won 
a GREGSON PACK first aid kit. 

VIKING NOMAD 
Viking Nomad are operating 
two specially converted dou­ 
ble decker buses, offering a 
mobile base for canoeing, 
mountaineering and other 
activity based trips. They 
specialise in tailor made pac­ 
kages designed on an indi­ 
vidual basis to suit particular 
holiday groups. The buses 
have dormitory/lounge accom­ 
modation and kitchen facilities 
- the drivers will follow you 
along a route or down a river 
for meal and overnight stops. 
Tel (0905) 612780 for details • 



SHOULDER 
DISLOCATION 
AMONGST 
CANOEISTS 

"The people most at risk of shoulder dislocation are strong, young, adult 
males who are also competent white-water canoeists". 

Shoulder dislocation is probably the sec­ 
ond most common serious injury that 
occurs amongst canoeists - the first 
being inflammation of the tendons in the 
wrist (tenosynovitis). 

During 1986/7, Clive Atkins conducted 
a study which looked at the cases of 
eighty primary (first time) shoulders dis­ 
locations which had occurred whilst 
canoeing, to-gether with any subsequent 
redislocations. Here Clive reports on his 
research and gives his recommenda­ 
tions on how shoulder dislocation 
injuries can be minimised. 

II 

Incidence 
Nearly all of the dislocations (96%) were 
'anterior' dislocations. This is where the 
arm is raised and rotated palm up, as 
when reaching back and performing a 
very high brace. The few remaining 
cases of 'posterior' dislocation all occur­ 
red in circumstances which were out of 
the ordinary, for example on striking a 
rock with the shoulder, or whilst swim­ 
ming following a capsize. 

It has often been thought that shoulder 
dislocation is most likely to occur 
amongst inexperienced canoeists, who 
would tend to put themselves into posi­ 
tions that more experienced canoeists 
might avoid. However, it was found in the 
survey that the people most at risk from 
shoulder dislocation are strong, young, 
adult males, who are also competent 
white water canoeists. The findings in 
fact showed that the physically stronger 
and the more competent a person is on 
white water, the greater is their chance 
of sustaining a shoulder dislocation. In 
contrast to this, there was found to be 
very little incidence of shoulder disloca­ 
tion amongst novice canoeists, and none 
whatsoever amongst female novice 
canoeists. There was also no incidence 
found amongst persons under 16 years of 
age. 

The hypothesis for this pattern of inci­ 
dence is that a physically weaker or less 
competent canoeist would tend to let go 

of the paddle and capsize, in the situation 
in which a stronger or more experi­ 
enced canoeist would maintain their 
grip of the paddle. In maintaining a grip, 
the shoulder joint can be forced to the 
extremes of its range, and beyond. This 
has been substantiated many times over, 
through comments made by the subjects 
themselves. Even amongst the 20% of 
cases in which the paddle blade hit the 
bottom or a rock, the resultant 'jerking' 
action . would cause all but strong or 
experienced paddlers to lose their grip 
of the paddle. 

Although four out offive injuries occur­ 
red on moving water of some sort, in 
general the conditions were within the 
capabilities of these canoeists and they 
were neither anxious nor tired. 

It was found to be the canoeist's 'bet­ 
ter' or 'stronger' side that is most likely to 
dislocate. This is probably due to the fact 
that most canoeists tend to perform sup­ 
port strokes, braces and rolls, more fre­ 
quently on their better side than on their 
weaker side. 

Causes 
Analysis of the causes of injury reveals 
that the commonest instances (account­ 
ing for 75% of cases), occur when the 
canoeist is attempting some form of sup­ 
port stroke, high brace or eskimo roll. 
During these strokes the arm is raised 
and turned palm upwards. In most cases 
the shoulder joint is able to cope with the 
strains involved, however, under 'ex­ 
treme circumstances' the joint is forced 
beyond its normal range with the result 
that dislocation occurs. Circumstances 
leading up to these 'extreme cir­ 
cumstances' can be caused by any of the 
following: 
• Poor anticipation of the 'effort' required 
to perform the stroke successfully. 'I 
under-estimated the strength of a small 
wave and had to do a high brace very 
quickly .... shoulder dislocated anter­ 
iorly'. 

• 'Desperate' circumstances, in which 
the canoeist is attempting to remain 
upright at all costs. Supporting very hard 
using a lot of strength .... shoulder dislo­ 
cated'. 
•The unexpected impact of the paddle 
blade against the bottom or a rock. 

'Went to make a support stroke but did 
not realise how shallow it was. Paddle 
caught in sand with left arm outstretched 
and full weight on it; it simply lifted easily 
out of its socket'. 

Avoidance of Injury 
There is probably little that can be done 
to reduce the incidence of paddle 
impact with the bottom or a rock. Whilst 
a loose grip of the paddle would almost 
certainly prevent dislocation, it would 
obviously cause other problems. Care 
should be taken in situations where it is 
known that the water is shallow. Surf 
canoeists particularly should be aware 
of the fact that in shallow water, any 
attempt to remain upright by supporting 
following a loop or pop-out should be 
made with caution. Paddle contact with 
the bottom should be avoided at all costs. 

It is possible, however, that some of 
the other injuries could have been 
avoided had these subjects an aware­ 
ness of the mechanics of the injury. 
Through an awareness of the exact posi­ 
tions in which they are putting their arm, 
it may be possible to avoid 'dangerous' 
positions and the extremes of joint range. 

It is virtually impossible to dislocate 
a shoulder whilst performing a low 
brace, and therefore wherever possi­ 
ble a low brace should be used in pre­ 
ference to a high brace. 

If the canoeist needs to perform a high 
brace, then three factors need consider­ 
ation in order to avoid a dislocation 
(these all relate to the arm on the sup­ 
porting side): 
• The elbow should not be raised higher 
than the shoulder. 



• The elbow should remain bent. 
• Under no circumstances should the 
elbow be further forward than the hand 
of the same arm. . 

Compare the following photographs of 
good and poor high brace technique, 
looking in particular at the relative posi­ 
tions of the supporting arm. 

Good technique Poor technique 

Rehabilitation 
Following dislocation it is recommended 
that advice be sought from a suitably 
qualified doctor or physiotherapist, or a 
Sports Injury Clinic. The standard 
regime of immobilising the arm for three 
weeks following injury is advised. There 
is evidence to suggest that the high rate 
of recurrence of dislocation would be 
significantly reduced if the subjects fol­ 
lowed a specific, adequate rehabilitation 
programme, which included both a 
restrengthening programme, and a rigid 
restriction of their activities. 

On returning to canoeing, the majority 
of canoeists have expressed caution in 
performing strokes on the side that was 
dislocated. Although this caution leads to 
successful avoidance of redislocations 
in controlled situations, it is often less evi­ 
dent when conditions become more 
demanding. It is under these 'more 
demanding' circumstances that 
canoeists should be particularly aware of 
the exact positions in which they are put­ 
ting their arm. By doing so the extremes 
of joint range may be avoided. Strokes 
should be performed in complete 
awareness, or not at all. 

Several canoeists, in adopting this 
attitude, demonstrated a successful 
return to canoeing. 

'I now avoid high bracing and wide 
sweeps with the arm extended and 
elbow back'. 

This group also includes subjects who 
rightly choose to capsize and perform a 
controlled roll in certain situations, thus 
avoiding the need to carry out 'desper­ 
ate' support-type stroke. 

'In a similar situation I would allow 
myself to be capsized and then roll up 
again in a controlled manner'. 

The effect that shoulder dislocation 
has had on the subjects in this study has 
varied. There were few cases in which 
the subjects were able to successfully 
carry on as before. In the majority of 
instances some form of restriction of 
activities has been necessary. 

Recurrent Dislocations 
The incidence of recurrent dislocation is 
high- over 40%. This high rate of recur­ 
rence is possibly due to the tendency 
that these canoeists have of returning to 
the sport at the earliest possible oppor­ 
tunity, and carrying on as before. Of 
those that had redislocations, 52% occur­ 
red within 3 months of the initial injury, 
and 88% had occurred within two years. 
It was found that the longer the period 
that a canoeist is successful in avoiding a 
redislocation, the less likely it is that 
redislocation will occur. 

Conclusions 
• The incidence of shoulder dislocation 
occurring amongst canoeists could be 
reduced by an awareness of the arm 
position which should be avoided. This is 
particularly important for the people 
most at risk - young adult males who are 
also competent white-water canoeists. 
• Dislocation is most likely to occur 
when performing high brace strokes or 
rolling, particularly when in rough water 
or where it is shallow and the paddle 
blade hits the bottom. 

• Where possible low brace strokes 
should be used in preference to high 
braces. 

To minimise the chances of a disloca­ 
tion occurring, in all rolls and high 
braces, the canoeist should pay attention 
to the following three aspects of the pos­ 
ition of the supporting arm: 
• Keep the elbow below the shoulder. 
• Keep the elbow bent. 
• Keep the hand forward of the elbow. 
Try thinking of these points next 

time you are playing in a stopper, or 
whilst doing support strokes on flat 
water. It is vitally important that you 
should avoid 'desperate' high strokes 
where the arm is extended and behind 
the shoulder. 
• If you are unlucky enough to suffer a 
dislocation, be sure to seek medical 
advice from a suitably qualified person. 
This will typically involve immobilisation 
of the arm for three weeks, followed by a 
rehabilitation and restrengthening prog­ 
ramme. Patience here will pay divi­ 
dends; restrain yourself from returning 
to the sport too early, avoiding whitewa­ 
ter paddling in particular for as long as 
possible. 

• 
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NEWS FLASH I • 
VALLEY REFUSES TO SELL STOCK BOAT 

CUSTOMER DEMANDS RIGHT TO BE TOTALLY THOUGHTLESS 
A complaint was received yesterday from a furious 
customer who had arrived at Valley's Colwick 
factory to buy a kayak from stock. "There were two 
expert sea-paddlers ready to help me" he grumbled, 
"but I wanted the freedom to utterly thoughtless." 

A spokesman for Valley said thatdiscernlng 
paddlers came to them to buy boats tailored to their 
Individual requirements, and It was company policy 
to help novices too. If no suitable stock was 
available, we wont sell the customer something 
unsuitable. 

NORDKAPP, SELKIE, SKERRAY, PINTAIL, ANAS 
WEEKENDER, YNYS, ALEUT SEA II 

Join In the fun of designing your own boat ! 

VALLEY CANOE PRODUCTS LTD, PRIVATE ROAD 4, COLWiCK, 
NOTTINGHAM NG4 2JT, ENGLAND. TEL 0602 614995 

BRITISH CANOE UNION 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

For use until 31 October 1991 by those living in England. (See over for classes, benefits and notes) 
I/We wish to apply for BCU membership as indicated below. I/We agree to be bound by the rules and regulations of the Union. I/We accept liability 
Jar my/our (£1) in the unlikely event of the Union's liquidation. 
DATE SIGNED . 
SURNAME TITLE OTHER NAMES . 
ADDRESS _ . 
................................................................................... POSTCODE (very important) . 
All subscriptions run until 12 months from the end of the month of joining 
(Residents of Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales should ap,E.!): to CANSISCAIWCA) 
Have you been a BCU member previously? YES D NO LJ Please give your age group Under 18 D 18-25 D 26-40 D Over 40 D 
Please tick (Y) the membership required: 
Adult Basic £11.50 D Adult Comprehensive £20 D Life Comprehensive £310 D Under 18 Basic £7 D Under 18 Comprehensive £10.50 D 
* If you are an adult member your spouse and children under 18 can each be family members in your category. Please indicate the numbers required 
in the boxes below and give their names overleaf. 
D Family Basic@ £6 = £6 D Family Comprehensive @ £9.50 = £ 
Please tick (Y) optional extras re~ed - 
£500 Canoe Insurance @ £7.50 LJ £500 Canoe Insurance plus £250 Equipment Insurance @ £12.50 D Canoeing Handbook @ £14.50 D 
TOTAL PAYABLE= £ 
DI enclose my cheque/money order 
DI would like to pay by ACCESSNISA and I have given details overleaf 

SEND FORM AND TOTAL PAY ABLE TO: 
BCU Adbolton Lane, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 SAS II 



£50 
OFF THE BEST 

WHEN YOU TRADE IN 
THE REST 

IF YOUR CANADIAN CANOE CAN'T 
TAKE IT, 
WE WILL! 

JUST BRING ALONG YOUR 
Old town 
Pyranha 
Fladbury 

Or other open style Canadian canoe and, irrespective of its condition or age, we will 
give you £50 off a new Coleman. 

This offer is available from all participating Coleman Canoe Dealers and is valid up to 
and including 31st July 1991. 

For your nearest dealer and a free demonstration of the increadably tough Coleman 
range of Canadian Canoes, 
call 0272-845024 

• 
BUILT TO TAKE IT AT A 

SURPRISINGLY AFFORDABLE PRICE 



LONDON SHOP 
EXPANDED 
From Saturday 8th June, our London shop will incorporate 
a first floor area enabling us to treble our previous space! 

Open 6 days a week to serve you better, you'll find 
everything you need in stock. Canoes and kayaks by 

Coleman, Ml, Perception; Paddles, spraydecks, buoyancy 
aids, helmets, drytops, wetsuits and boots, safety and 

survival aids. Things have never looked wetter!! 

THE OUTDOOR PEOPLE 

42-44 UXBRIDGE ROAD, SHEPHERD'S BUSH, LONDON W12 8ND 

~ 081-743-2976 (only 20 yards Central Line tube). 

Also at South Cerney · Manchester · Reading · Betws-y-Coed. 



ESSEX 

Lakeside Retail Park 
West Thurrock 

Tel: (0708) 869900 

For all your canoeing 
requirements. 

Stockists of Ace, Perception, 
Pyranha, Ml, Palm, Wildwater 

& Schlegal 

BRITAIN'S LARGEST SPORTS 
& OUTDOOR LEISURE STORES 

SOUTHERN 

Dolphin Quay, Queen Street, 
Emsworth, Hanis, PO1 O 7BJ 
Tel: 0243 372234 Fax: 0243 375088 

Budget and leading brands, retail, hire 
and BCU qualified tuition. Kayaks, surf 
skis and Canadians with sail and motor 

NORTHWEST 

f/ 
Gars tang ~ 
North West Canoe Shop of the 90's 
Stockists of Palm, Ace, Pyranha, Gaybo 

Perception. Repair & Hire Service. 
77 Hazelhurst Drive, Garstang 

Nr. Preston, Lancashire 
~ 0995 602114 (24hr Answer Ser.)_; 

SCOTLAND 

Strand Glassfibre & 
Canoe Centre 

129 Laidlaw St. McLaren 
Ind. Estate, Glasgow 
G58LA 
Tel: 0414290377 
Superb range of canoes and accessories 
from leading makers. Vast range of glass 
~bre and resins plus all encillisries. 

- -- 

REATER LONDO 

I I I 
TRADE DIRECTORY 

TWfi;~lf(t\ 
lf&J&~ff.."W 

London's Leading Retailer of Canoeing 
Equipment 

Canoe and kayak specialists. Courses, hire, 
instruction, equipment. The complete outfitters, 
mail order service available. 

18 Beauchamp Road, Twickenham, 
Middlesex TW1 3JD" Tel: 081 892_19_7_9 

WEST COUNTRY HAMES & CHILTER 

Strand Glassfibre & ® 
Canoe Centre ) 

444 Stratford Road 
Birmingham Bll 4AE 
Tel: 021 772 3099 
Superb range of canoes and accessories 
from leading makers. Vast range of glass 
fibre and resins plus all anci11iaries. 
~ 

1/ 
CANOES 

SURFSKJS 
Full range of accessories 

ATLANTIC AQUA SPORTS 
Albert Street, Penzance 
Cornwall TR18 2LR 
Tel: 0736 65757 

Discount to any club member 
,I 

PLAYBOATER 
The very best river running and hot­ 
dog equipment from the world's 
leading manufacturers. Mail order 
Access/Visa. Minutes away from 
the best Thames weirs. 
Playboater Ltd, The Haymill Centre, 
112 Burnham Lane, Slough, Berks 

~ SL 1 6LZ. Tel/Fax (0628) 667507. 

0 47 Queen Street 

~ 
"'=Derby 

(opp. Derby Cathedral) 
Tel: 0332 42245) 

Stockists for Ml Designs, Canoes and 
Vinta Windsurf boards, also accessories 
Mountain and water-sports. Demonstra- 

tions available by request. ,1 

DAWSON 
CANOEING SYSRMS 

SQUIRT BOATS 
PLAY BOATS 

BOUYANCY AIDS 
RESCUE GEAR 
BACKSTRAPS 
HOT TOPS 

RIVER GUIDES 
COACHING 

Simon Dawson, 75 Turn.y Street, The Meadows, 
Nottln,tlam NG2 2EG .. Tel: (0602) 868803 

Pedmore Road, Merryhill Centre 
Brierly Hill, Dudley 
Tel: 0384 481841 

For all your canoeing 
requirements. 

Stockists of Ace, Perception, 
Pyranha, Ml, Palm, Wildwater 

& Schlegal 

BRITAIN'S LARGEST SPORTS 
& OUTDOOR LEISURE STORES 

NORTHUMBRIA 

44 The Bank 
Barnard Castle 
Co. Durham 
DLl28PN 
Tel: 0833 37829 /7,# f/11,,,,uitr ...f.(,4'"''",. ,;;,,.,.,. I 

Canoes, equipment, coaching. For 
all occasions. Specialists i11 slalom 
and white water. Contact Len and 
Russ Smith. 

7 '\ 
Strand Glassfibre &@ 

Canoe Centre · 
1/3 Embankment Lane 
Plymouth PL4 9LQ 
Tel: 0752 672000 
Superb range of canoes and accessories 
from leading makers. Vase range of glass 
fibre and resins plus all ancilliaries. 

HAZE ENTERPRISES 
25 Primrose Hill, Tockenham, 

Wootton Bassett, Swindon, Wilts. 
Tel: 0793 852904 

WATERWAYS 
Stockists of: 

Wave Skis & Canoes (Palm, 
Perception etc) Paddles, 

Wetsuits and all accessories. 
62 Lagland Street, Poole, Dorset 

Tel: 0202 677523 
., 

~ ~ 
The Sea and Surf Experts 
South West's leading canoeing and 
surfski centre. Where you can try 
before you buy and prompt mail 
order service. 

30 Fore St. Heavitree, Exeter 
0392 219600 

r/ ---; 
Strand Glassfibre & ~ 

Canoe Centre 
313 Gloucester Road 
Horfield Bristol 8S7 SPE , 
Tel: 0272 244075 '-' 
Superb range of canoes and sccessories 
from leading makers. Vast range of glass 
fibre and resins plus all ancilliaries. 

r, . ~ 

KIRTON~ 
THE BEST IN THE WEST 

A full range of all leading manufacturers 
canoes, kayaks and accessories. Demo 

boats available. 
Talk to professionals. 

Kirton Watersports, The Quay, Exeter 
~ Tel: 0392 421831 

CANOES & KAYAKS 
215 London Road, 

Reading 
Tel: 0734 665912 
Fax: 0734 352484 
Canoes, Kayaks, 

Paddles and 
Accessories: All advice 

and supplies for 
the competitive or 
leisure paddler. 

IRELAND 

Tel: 0365 87605 ®'if'IQ)(Q)(Q)!R!' 
Fax: 0365 87605 ~©1i'O©~ 

55 Tattymacall Road 
Lisbellaw Co. Fermanagh 

N. Ireland BT94 5GR 
Canoes · Watersports · Camping 
and Climbing Gear · Outdoor Action 
~ Wear Fleece Clothing !, 

~ WALES ~ 

Tel: 0267 237093 0860 290750 
Largest stockist of 

canoeing equipment in 
West Wales 

Huw Evans · Trefynys 
Peniel · Carmarthen · SA22 7HU 

DEE KAY AK & CANOE 
SCHOOL 

B.C.U.-W.C.A. Approved 
65 Harwood Lane. Rossett, Wrexham. 

Clwyd. LL 12 OEU 
Tel: 0244 570157 (24hr Ans) 

Courses for beginners. Send SA£ for full 
programme. 

~ All BCU Coaching awards. 

RMG MEDIA, Cromwell Court, 
New Road, St. Ives, 
Cambs. PE17 4BG 
Tel: (0480) 496130 



COURSES/HOLIDAYS 
BIRMINGHAM SCHOOL OF 

CANOEING 

A wide selection of courses from 
Novice to Advanced run by our 
friendly BCU staff, selected for 

their expertise and specialist skills. 

Please ring now or send SAE for a 
programme ro: Greg Parkes, 

Birmingham School of Canoeing, 
96 Barrs Rd, Cradley Hearl,, 

Warley, Wesr Midlands 864 7HH 

Tel: 0384 67896 FAx 0384 67617 

Canoe Courses 
Beginner - Rolling - Whitewater 
Residential weekends on 

site and transport inclusive 
package to Devon & Wales 
BOWLES OUTDOOR CENTRE 
Tunbridge Wells (0892) 665665 

Canoe Courses and Adventure 
Holidays on sea, surf, river and 
Dartmoor. Youngsters, adults and 
family multi-adventure courses 
including canoeing, sailing, water­ 
skiing, climbing, yachting. 
Specialist sea canoe courses, profi­ 
ciency to advanced. See our video. 
Please contact Mr K Garland, 
Courtlands Centre, Kingsbridge, S 
Devon TQ7 4BN (0548) 550227. 
Liffey Descent and Arctic Canoe 
Race. Contact us now for full 
details of our packages; make it 
easy on yourself. Sporting Travel 
Services, 7 Melbourn Street, Roys­ 
ton, Herts., SGS 7BP. 0763 242867. 

PARSON HOUSE FARM OPC 
Offer the lo/lowing Canoe Expeditions 

Dordogne River • France 15-26th May 1991 
and 4-15th June 1991 -Some 300 miles· 

12 days. £350 fully inclusive. 
Canoe Expedition Canada • 27th August to 

11th September 1991 Oxtongue Lake­ 
Algonquin Lake· Petawawa River etc. 

£1350.00 fully Inclusive 
Interested? Then write to: 

Paul or Martin at 
Parson House Farm OPC, 
Langshaw, Sheffield S11 7TZ 

Telephone: 0433 31017 

French Pyrenees. Canoemg, 
kayaking and rafting, touring and 
W.W. Other activities available · 
mountain biking, walking etc. 
Groups and inviduals. 
Tel: (0 JO 33) 68 59 07 27. 
Expedition planning for 
Advanced Sea Kayaking. 28-30 
September 1991. A course led by 
John Ramwell for planning your 
1991 expedition, with lectures and 
demos on advanced sea 
techniques. For details write to 
Courtlands Centre, Kingsbridge, 
Devon TQ7 4BN or tel (0548) 
550227. 
West Cornwall Canoe School 
offers beginners to proficiency 
standard courses over the summer. 
Groups welcome. Run by experi­ 
enced Si's. Contact 0736 850384. 

GUINNESS & SEA KA YAKS 
Memories are made of this. 
Glorious sea canoeing, rock hop­ 
ping and surfing in the Emerald 
Isle. Cottage accommodation 
and good company at an all 
inclusive price of £330. 

Contact: 
Andy Middleton at Twr-y-Felin 

on 0437 720391 

AUSTRIAN WHITE WATER 

Bouncy rivers and big rapids, 
GIii-iV. Play at Augsburg at the 
AKC Rodeo before moving down 
to Landeck to the Inn, Engadine, 

Sanna and Oetz. 
July 19th-28th. £395 all in. 

Contact Andy Middleton at 
Twr-y-Felin on 0437 720391 

BITCHES RODEO 1991 
June 14-16. Spring Rodeo & World 
Rodeo Championship qualifying 
event. 7. lm tide. 

!July 12-14. WORLD RODEO 
CHAMPIONSHIPS. £10 one-off, 
fee for two nights' camping and 
transport to and from Ramsay. Fun 
competitions will be run all week­ 
end. Demo boats available. 
August 9-1 I. MIDSUMMER! 
MADNESS RODEO, Play and surf 
with like minded paddlers. Mys­ 
tery trophies for the winners of all 
classes. Fun and games and a 
shockingly big 7.5m tide. 

Contact Andy Middleton at 
Twr-y-Felin on 0437 720391 

White Water Rafting in the Alps 
Active holidays in the beautiful 
mountains of Murren, Switzerland. 
Accommodation ½ board, free 
entrance sports centre. Other 
activities available. For more infor­ 
mation contact Denise Fussell mur­ 
ren activities, 36B South Street, 
Eastbourne, Sussex BN2 l 4XB. 

PRESELI SEA CANOEING 
Explore the spectacular Pembroke­ 
shire coastline, paddle our amazing 
tide races, rock-hop with the seals' 
The 'Bitches' world stunt boat charn­ 
pionships July 12 & 13th - accom­ 
modiation, camping, guide and 
instructor all available. 
Parcvnole Fach, Mathrv. Pembrokeshire 

. SA62 SHN Tel: !03481837709. 

EAU VIVE FRANCAIS 

French Alps, 28 June-7 July. 

Eight glorious days of paddling on Gil­ 
Gill water. Chalet accommodation 
and expert instruction/guiding. £375 
all in. 

Contact Anoy Middleton at 
Twr-y-Felin 

on 0437 720391 

To advertise in Canoe Focus Classified: 
Boxed advertisements £6 per column cm (semi-display). +VAT 
Lineage 30p per word (mm. 20 words). + VAT 
Contact: Raven Marketing Group, New Road, St. Ives, 
Cambs., PEl7 4BG: Tel (04802 496130. 

Nigel Foster Canoeing Ventures. 
Holidays, training and guiding in 
classic kayaking areas. Snowdonia 
and Scotland. For details tele­ 
phone .0248 602068 or write. 5 Tan­ 
y-Bwlch, Mynydd, Llandegai, 
Bethesda, Gwynedd. 1157 4DX 

SITUATIONS VACANT 
Instructors required. Canoeing, 
climbing, water skiing, surfing and 
others. Vacancies from May to July, 
at outdoor centre in North Devon. 
Phone 0237 477637 for details. 
Qualified Instructor required. 21 
years plus clean driving licence. 
Full years contract. Send C.V. and 
covering letter to Mendip Outdoor 
Pursuits, Laurel Farm House, Sum­ 
mer Lane, Banwell, Weston Super 
Mare BS24 6LP. 

~ 
~, .•. 

A,.~t,,-4-' 
Instructors required for our 
centres in France. Spain and 
the UK for Summer 1991 

(May-September). Qualified 
experienced canoeists. 

windsurfers. climbers. land 
yachters. should contact: 

Acorn Venture, 
/37 Worcester Road, Hagley, 

Stourbridge, D Y9 ONW 
Tel.· (0562) 882151 

Residential Childrens 
Activity Centre 

Kingswood is all year round resi­ 
dential Computer/Activity centre in 
Shropshire. We are currently look­ 
ing for young, enthusiastic staff with 
relevant experience, and/or qualifi­ 
cations, and most of all a genuine 
interest in working with children. We 
have vacancies in the following pos­ 
itions: Multi-activity instructors, Cat­ 
ering Assistants, Maintenance and 
Laundry Assistants. Full board, 
accommodation and wages pro­ 
vided. ff interested please call Lyz 
or Anne for an application form on 
09074 6141 (office hours). 

WANTED 
Deck/Hull skin required for Tyne 
Sports two-seater folding canoe. 
Tel: 0737 767189 
Inexpensive Second Hand plastic 
kayaks, paddles and bouyancy 
aids needed for home for disadvan­ 
taged teenagers. Tel: John 
Leonard (0323) 892676. 

fi&·i~, M (I) •liS i t•Ui 
lnchree Chalets & Bunkhouse, 
Onich, Fort William, Inverness­ 
shire, Tel Onich (08553) 287. 
Situated in the midst of some of the 
finest white water. Suitable all 
grades. Less access problems. 
Derbyshire County Council. 
Residential accommodation for 
groups in the Derbyshire Coun­ 
tryside at Buxton, Cromford and 
Wirksworth. Ideal bases for out­ 
door pursuits or educational visits. 
Send for a free leaflet to The Acting 
County planning Officer, Derby­ 
shire County Council, County 
Offices, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 
3AG 

Scotland Nr Glen Coe. Cottage at 
Portnacroish by Loch Linnhe. 
Accommodates 8-9. Heating, Fire. 
Good base for sea, river and moun­ 
tain activities. Tel: (0442) 863534. 
Canoeists - Accommodation for 
parties of 4+ in 2 superb comforta­ 
ble cottages, close Bala town. 
Lock-ups for canoes. Drying room. 
£10 person £0678) 520101. 

FORSALE 
EUROPA Flatwater, red, with 
extra foam bouyancy and 
spraydeck, Coleman Canadian 17 
complete: £160 and £300 ono. Both 
in excellent condition, little used 
(family now taken up sailing). To 
include paddles. Preston (0772 
685115) . . . 
Old Town Canoe for sale. This 
beautiful red Discovery 169 has 
been used once only. £495. Tel:. 
0737 642122. 

TRADE 
'Manual of Ply/Epoxy Canoe 
Construction' with over 70 illustra­ 
tions. Includes plans and details for 
converting your canoe to sail £8. 50 
Visa/Access. For free catalogue of 
Canoe plans send an S.A.E. to Sel­ 
way Fisher Design, 15 King Street, 
Melksham, Wilts, SN12 6HB. . 
Canoeing Fabrics, breathable 
waterproofs, P.U., neoprene 
coated nylon, polycotton, waxed 
cotton, Cordura, Ventile. Pile, 
fleece and stretch fabrics. Buckles, 
webbing, shockcord, velcro and 
much more. Patterns for all outdoor 
gear. Discounts. For samples/ 
prices stamp please. Tor(Ca) 3 
Fryer Street, Runcorn, WA7 IND. 
Isosport Training Systems. 
Isokinetic equipment for fast 
development of strength and 
power. Unit I, Blaenau Gwent 
Workshop, Bryn Mawr, Gwent NP3 
4BL. 0495 312239. . . 
Special Offers/Sea Kayaks. We 
quite often have demonstration 
kayaks with a light cosmetic fault. 
Send an SAE for our up to date list 
of kayaks available. The P&H Com­ 
pany, Station Road, West Hallam, 
Derbyshire DE7 6HB. Telephone 
0602 320155. 
Interest Free Credit - Buy your 
next canoe or kayak over 3, 6 or 9 
months. No interest. Any make, 
anywhere in the country - tele­ 
phone or write with your order. 
Remember, 3, 6 or 9 months to pay, 
no extra charges. The P & H Com­ 
pany, Station Road, West Hallam, 
Derby DE7 6HB. Telephone 0602 
32015[). 
The Watershed 091-272-2225. 
Call in or mail order. Schlegel, Per­ 
ception, Pyranha, Coleman, Grum­ 
man," Old Town, Romer, H.F., Pri­ 
jon, etc, etc. 3 minutes from the Al. 
Serving the North East and 
beyond. Unit I, Elliott Terrace, 
Elswick, Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE46UP. 
Sunray GPs. Canoe shop, supply 
canoes and accessories for all. Dis­ 
counts for clubs and groups, 
schools and colleges, scouts and 
guides. Demo boats available. 
Write, phone or call, Sunray GP 4a · 
Boulton Road, Adlington, near 
Chorley Lancashire. 0257/483362/ 
480680. 



Britain's friendliest mail order 
company 

We can supply you with the right canoeing 
product at the right price 

EQUIPMENT DESIGNED BY 
CANOEISTS FOR CANOEISTS 

THE ONLY CENTRE 
WITH SO MUCH SO CLOSE 

... Green Slime's Rescue Throwbags ... 

Free details of all our products from: 

SUZV, 2 Victoria Close, East Molesey, 
Surrey KT8 9SQ. Tel: 081-941 2714 

MAIL ORDER SERVICE - Access/Visa (24 hr) 

--------------------------------- 

READER 
ENQUIRY 
SERVICE 

FOR THE COST OF ONE 
STAMP YOU CAN RECEIVE 

MORE INFORMATION 
ABOUT ANY OF THE 

'FOCUS ADVERTISERS IN 
THIS EDITION 

JUST TICK THE BOX AGAINST 
THE RELEVANT COMPANY AND 

MAIL THE COMPLETE COUPON TO: 

CANOE FOCUS 
P.O. BOX300 

PETERBOROUGH PE1 STQ 

• 

SURF • WllD WATER • ROCK HOPPING • SEA TOURING 
• FLAT WATER FOR LEARNING • QUALITY SHOP • 

BAR • ACCOMMODATION1ffli FOR CANOEISTS ~ 
All THE PAOOUNG YOU COULD ft1UIQ W Am IS TEN MINUTES FROM 

OUR FRONT DOOR ~ 

WHY GO ANYWHERE ELSE? 
FOR A COPY OF OUR FREE COLOUR BROCHURE. PLEASE 
CONTACT: ANDY MIDDLETON, TWR·Y· FELIN 
OUTDOOR CENTRE, ST. DAVIDS, DYFED. SA62 6QS. 
PHONE 0437 720 391. FAX 0437 721 838. 

FOR EITHER 

SEX 
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)lf • perception® 
er: The World's Favourite Playboat 

Foxy & Reeves Photography 

The perennial favourite. 

A short boat with upswept ends for 
excellent manoeuvrability and flat 
centre section for stability. Turns 
quickly, carves with precision and 
surfs like a pro. Easy to handle and 

roll. A proven performer in all 
types of white water, used in 

countless expeditions. 

The Dancer experience can 
be enjoyed by all paddlers. 
The lower volume Dancer 

XS for the light weight and 
younger paddler. A highly 
responsive, manoeuvrable 
and easy to handle kayak. 

The Dancer XT is a hot 
performance playboat for the 

larger paddler. The high 
volume ensures the 'XT' 

handles well in big water even 
when loaded. Features a large 
cockpit for easy entry and exit 

and access to gear. 

Foxy & Reeves Photography 

Perception Dancers are manufactured in 
tough, repairable linear polyethylene. 
Moulded seat, thigh braces, full length 
buoyancy and fully adjustable 'Keepers' 
foot braces are fitted as standard. 

Custom kits, flotation bags, backstraps, 
nose cones, bulkhead footrest are all 
available as optional extras to enable the 
Dancer and Dancer XT to be fully 
personalised. 

Available from:- 

PERCEPTION KAYAKS, 
Bellbrook Business Park, Uckfield, 
E. Sussex, TN22 lQU. Tel: (0825) 5891. 
AND ALL GOOD STOCKISTS 



do us, 1-·~ r~o Ro u 1· 
OUR LATEST DOUBLE-TORQUE INNOVATION BRINGS 
THE ULTIMATE PADDLESHAFT WITHIN REACH OF ALL 
CANOEISTS. 
DOUBLE-TORQUE IS NOW AVAILABLE IN CARBON OR 
GLASS AS A PRECISION-ENGINEERED TWO-PIECE 
ITEM. 
IT HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER TO ACCOMMODATE ALL 
WIDTHS, ANGLES OR STYLES OF GRIP. 
THE DOUBLE-TORQUE TWO-PIECE CAN BE 
PERMANENTLY JOINED OR REMAIN AS A CONVENIENT 
TAKE-APART. THE ULTIMATE PADDLESHAFT JUST GOT 
BETTER! 

FRENEY PARKA (TUR 
- 3 Layer Gore-Tex with heavyweight 

THE COMPLETE OUTDOOR COMPANY 
<'la, Jh iS'fln• · Wild-Water is a trade-name of Mont-bell UK Ltd. 

@~u,Pl.QJ~ Glasshouses Mill, (Pateley Bridge), Harrogate, N. Yorkshire, HG3 SQH, England, Tel: (0423) 711624 Fax: (0423) 712493 
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	BCU SUPPLIES 
	BCU SUPPLIES 
	BCU SUPPLIES 
	* Full range of kayak and canoe courses (inc. BCU 
	* Continental Adventure Paddling - Europe, Africa 
	and the Americas 
	* Action Breaks and Action Sport Specials 
	* Tel: 0602 818844 (Courses) 817412 (Mail Order) 
	* Superb range of boats, accessories and 
	clothing for both on and off the water. 
	* New exciting lines for spring and summer 
	* Tel: 0602 813222 
	'CANOESPORT 
	Send for 'CANOESPORT SPECIAL'. For just£1.95, this magazine gives you a comprehensive 
	articles and information on all aspects of canoesport. 
	MAIL ORDER FORM 
	- ---------------------------- 
	� 
	Total remittance 
	£ 
	Method of Payment: Cheque/ Postal Order/ Credit Card 
	(Please indicate) 
	Expiry Date: 
	Name of Cardholder: 
	Signature: 
	Please return this form to: Current Trends Mail Order, Adbolton Lane, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 SAS England 
	---------------------------- 
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	FAMILIAR NAMES THAT OFFER YOU THE 
	Write or ring for further information. 
	PERRY'S MAIL ORDER 
	LARGE DISCOUNTS ON CANOE EQUIPMENT 
	use £29.74 
	I 
	£34.50 
	To Order 
	By Post: Send a cheque or credit card details. 
	Phone: Hotline 051 647 5751 09.00-17.15. 
	We will attempt to despatch orders within 24 hours!! 
	Standard carriage £4.00 per order. Carriage paid for orders of £300 
	R. PERRY & CO. LTD, 90 Chuch Street, Birkenhead, 
	by Richard Lennox 
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