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>AVONCRAFT~ GIVES YOU THE WORLD'S FINEST CHOICE 
AS ALWAYS 

DIABLO -A NEW GENERATION KAYAK. The DIABLO is Schnappinger's greatest 
innovative step forward yet. Designed and engineered for serious wild water and 
playboat paddlers. Honed to paddling perfection by Jan Kellner, this dream machine 
is built for discerning paddlers who are looking for the ultimate paddling thrill only 
to be found in a low volume kayak. The DIABL0 is manufactured from Prijon's 
superior blown HTP. 

TORNADO - THE LATEST PRIJDN CLASSIC WILD WATER KAYAK that comfortably 
accommodates the widest range of body size. The new seat configuration can be 
adjusted to obtain the best ergonomic fit. Yet another first for Prijon is the bulkhead 
footrest system that adjusts to the aperture of the kayak, thus eliminating the 
possibility of 'slip through'. The TORNADO is equally suited to small or large volume 
wild water rivers. Manufactured from Prijon's superior blown HTP. 

Prijon-Eskimo continue their unrivalled 
Rodeo success for 1995. Congratulations 

to the winning paddlers at Hurley, and the 
Bitches, paddling the unchallenged 

Avenger/Hurricane, Topolino-Spud and 
now the Diablo. 

>AVONCRAFT~ 
VISA - MAILORDER ~ 

Largest stockist warehouse for 
London and the South East for 
PRIJON, SCHLEGEL, GRUMMAN, 
H_F., ROMER and many other leading 
world products. 

SEND FOR PRIJON'S MAMMOTH BROCHURE, 49 PACKED ILLUSTRATED PAGES. 52p STAMP 
Opening hours Mon-Fri 9.00am to 5.00pm 

PRIJON 195 
Burrowfield Industrial Estate, Welwyn Garden City, 

Hertfordshire AL7 4SR. 
Tel: (01707) 330000 Fax: (01707) 333026 

AVONCRAFT North: Carlisle Canoes, A1 Wigton Road, 
Carlisle, Cumbria CA2 7 AX 

Tel: (01228) 31703 
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Canoe Focus 

The official magazine of the 
British Canoe Union 

John Dudderidge House, 
Adbolton Lane, 
West Bridgford, 
Notts NG2 SAS 

Tel: (0115) 9821100 
Fax:(0115)9821797 

ISBN 0953-01 OX 
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Editorial to 
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Paul Owen 
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Tel: (01480) 496130 
Fax: (01480) 495514 

Advertising Sales 
Dean Coulter 

Printed by 
Southern Print, Poole, Dorset. 

Colour Repro by 
RMG & SRS, New Road, St. 

Ives, Cambs 

Magazine Designer 
Peter Tranter - RMG 

Typesetting and 
Page Make-up by 
RMG Design, St. Ives, 

Cambs. 

Annual 
Subscription Rate 

UK inland: £13.50. 
Overseas: £18. 

Supplied to BCU members - 
adults: £15 basic, 

£25.50 comprehensive; 
under 18's: £9.00 basic 
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Canoe Focus encourages 
contributions of any nature but 
reserves the right to edit and 
condense to fill the space 

available and unless otherwise 
I stated the Publishers assume no 
I responsibility for the return of 
r unsolicited manuscripts, artwork or 
I photographs. Opinions expressed 

in this magazine are not 
necessarily those of the British 
Canoe Union, its committees or 
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advertisement in Canoe Focus 
does not necessarily mean that 
the British Canoe Union endorse 
· the company, item or service 
advertised. All material in Canoe 
Focus is strictly copyright and all 
rights are reserved. Reproduction 
without prior permission from the 

or is forbidden. 
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POLQ SEA 
Revenge International Revenge RS2 

Revenge Poly 

GORILLA GRIP PADDLES 
Slalom Kl 
Slalom Cl 

Rodeo 
Polo 

RETAIL 

We have a large fully stocked showroom with a wide range of 
canoes, accessories, and watersports clothing from many major 

manufacturers. 

Recently opened, Wetsuit World stocks a wide selection of 
wetsuits at a range of prices. 

Please contact us for a brochure/price list for any of the above. 

lcefloe/lcefloe LC 
Orion/Orion LC 
Sirius/Sirius HF 

Outlander 
Baidarka 
SLALO_M_ 

Maverick 
Quattro 

Mystique 

Tk 
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ADVENTURE • COMPETITION • EXPLORATION 

Station Road, West Hallam, Derbyshire DEl 6HB 
Tel: (0115) 9320155, Fax: (0115) 9327177 



Teeside White Water 
Course 

I write this Focus comment as I return from 
the opening ceremony and first International 
event on the new White Water Course at 
Stockton on Tees, Teeside- a most exciting 

and impressive facility. A report and pictures appear in 
this issue. 

European Canoe 
Association 
Congratulations to Albert Woods, our President, who 
was re-elected as President of the European Canoe 
Association at it's second Congress held in the 
University of Teeside on April 22. 

Direct Debit 
The Direct Debit method of paying BCU Subscriptions 
is running well and it is certainly far more convenient 
for all concerned; the office and above all our members. 
Over 2000 BCU members have found it more conve­ 
nient to pay by this method. It ensures continuity of your 
BCU membership benefits and above all, it saves 
you time. If you are yet to sign up then Direct Debit forms 
are available from the BCU Office. 

r 
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World 
Championships 
The countdown continues towards the World 
Championships in Wild Water Racing and Canoe 
Slalom. The organising committees are planning spec­ 
tacles of which we can all be very proud. The final ingre­ 
dient to make the events particularly special will be your 
attendance. The dates again are : 
Wild Water Racing - Bala, August 26 to 27 
Slalom, Nottingham September 2 to 3 

BCUAGM 
The BCU elections saw Albert Woods returned unop­ 
posed as our President and Jerry Rogers as Treasurer. 
The election of Councillors is reproduced below saw 
David Gent, Helen Mullineaux, Alan Laws, re-elected 
to Council and Roger Fox returned after a year away. 
Particular congratulations are due to Kevin Mansell who 
topped the pole and I am certain will make a major con­ 
tribution to future BCU debates. Sadly, someone had 
to lose and on this occassion it was Mike Wood. 
Mike's contribution to Council has always been sharp 

and to the point; personally I have had deep respect 
for his ability to sum up and grasp the debate. He will 
be sadly missed. 

Following the AGM the first BCU Council meeting 
of the year elected David Gent to continue as Chairman 
of Council. 

NVQ 
The Coaching Service is making progress in the imple­ 
mentation of National Vocational Qualifications thanks 
to the hard work of BCU Coach Nigel Timmins. Nigel 
is employed on a short term contract to adapt our sys­ 
tem to the NVQ mould, and to help train and verify 
key personnel in the early stages. The first assessors 
training course has taken place and soon the Coaching 
Service will be able to offer NVQ level 2 Assessment 
and Certification as an option for those who use BCU 
coaching qualifications in a professional context. 

Coaching 
Development Officer 
The bad news is that we are losing our Canoe Focus 
editor, Kevin Danforth. The good news is that Kevin 
has been appointed as the Coaching Development 
Officer. His prime job will be to assist the Director of 
Coaching, Geoff Good, in servicing the coaching 
needs of our members. He will also be particularly 
involved 'out in the field', improving BCU contact with 
the 'grass roots' of canoesport. 

PR and Marketing 
Group 
A new initiative between ourselves and the trade. The 
BCU PR and Marketing Group is a 'think tank' set up 
to discuss the way forward in marketing our sport. It is 
primarily a discussion vehicle, and the first two meet­ 
ings have been very productive in sharing information 
and ideas. The key topic of the moment is the next 
International Canoe Exhibition and Canoe Focus will 
keep you informed of progress. 

Touring Recreation 
Development 
As part of our continuing progress and review of BCU 
Development the Touring and Recreation Committee 
are updating their plan. Any comment and or suggestions 
are welcomed and can be sent to the Touring and 
Recreation Committee c/o the BCU office. 

And 
finally ... 
Concrete 
Wellies 
Mysteriously overnight 
a pair of wellington boots 
encased in concrete, 
have appeared outside 
the BCU Office. They 
are positioned v.ooyingly 

between the office 
and the Winfield pool. 
Are Y.18 being lined up for 
some Mafioso reprisal? 
Have they been placed 
there as a warning? 

Does anyone know? 
I think we should be 
told. 

Paul Owen, 
Chief 

Executive 

{j.noe focus comment /"'!!,' 1 
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Marathon 

Photography 
Competition 

To improve the profile of Marathon 
and Sprint Racing in the canoeing 
press and at exhibitions good pho­ 
tographs are required. To otter an 
incentive to photographers to show 
off their best work, a monthly com­ 
petition starting in June to choose the 
best photographs in the following cat­ 
egories will be run: 

Domestic Racing 
International Racing 
Race Coaching 
Introduction to paddling. 
For the best three pictures in each 

category the photographer will receive 
a copy of the new Marathon Racing 
Poster. Further details from Richard 
Ward 

Whitewater Guide 
to the Thames 

Weirs 

At last, a whitewater guide to the 
Thames weirs is on its way. The book, 
featuring some 50 weirs from the 
source to the month of the Thames is 
being written by Shaun Baker and 
Heather Gunn and published by Rivers 
Publishing. 

The guide will include access maps, 
structural diagrams and whitewater 
action photographs as well as details 
of individual characteristics at differ­ 
ent water levels. Killer weirs will be 
clearly identified and the guide will 
include safety notes, teaching points 
and some tips on playboating equip­ 
ment and manoeuvres. It will also 
come with a glossary of terms and 
suppliers directory. (Further trade 
adverts are welcome) 

The guide will be on sale in time for 
Christmas and it is a must for all play­ 
boating enthusiasts. 

Midland School of 
Sport 

The Midland School of sport will take 
place again at Holme Pierrepont from 
13-18 August 95. The School caters for 
those of high potential living in the East 
or West Midlands who are under the age 
of 18. Slalom and Racing are the dis­ 
ciplines concerned. 

The Regional Coaches will be issu­ 
ing direct invitations to potential can­ 
didates. If you feel that you merit 
inclusion, please write to the Director 
of Coaching at the BCU Office. 

Sports Council Cash Boost for North 
West Water and Countryside Sports 

F"IVe water and countryside sports 
in the North West Region are to 
benefit from cash to boost much 
needed training initiatives for 
leaders and coaches as a result 

of a grant aid package made available by 
the Sports Council. 

The five sports concemed - Orienteering, 
Canoeing, Sailing, Skiing and Water Skiing 
- alt have significant needs for leader 
and coach training in the region which have 
been identified in their recently-produced 
Development Plans. 

David Heddon, Acting Regional Director 
of the Sports Council (North West) says: 
"Objectives set out in those Plans for 
improvements to the quantity and quali­ 
ty of coaches and leaders available in the 
region have given rise to the Sports 
Council initiative, which gives impetus to 

training provision." 
"These initiatives will result in a much 

needed injection of expertise into com­ 
munity based leader and coaching provision 
in the region, in line with the recommen­ 
dations of the North West Regional Council 
for Sport and Recreation which were set 
out in its Topic Study 'Into Wild Country."' 

Potential leaders or coaches wishing to 
obtain further details should contact the 
Chair or Secretary of the Sport's Regional 
Governing Body direct. 

Among the benefits which the grant 
package will provide are: 

For the British Canoe Union, 50 instruc­ 
tors familiar with disability and special 
needs issues to be trained; 120 young peo­ 
ple and 40 women to be introduced to 
Canoe Polo. 

·eryn- 
New Centre Building 

;,u~, 1, noticeboard 

Wales' latest sports venue - a top class white water canoe cen­ 
tre in Bala, North Wales - has opened its doors for business 
in plenty of time for the World Wild Water Racing Championships 
in August this year. 

The new canoe centre, which has been built by North Wales 
and Liverpool based construction firm, David McLean 
Contractors, includes changing facilities, showers, a refresh­ 
ment area and offices, as well as an administration centre for 
the Welsh Canoeing Centre. 

The project was undertaken in conjunction with a variety 
of organisations including the National Rivers Authority 
(NRA), which owns the land, the Sports Council of Wales, the 
Wales Tourist Board, and the Foundation for Sport and the 
Arts, all of which provided financial support. 

The new White Water Centre is located close to the site of 
the existing Canolfan Tryweryn Canoeing Centre, and fits in 
perfectly with its beautiful Welsh surroundings, having been 
constructed using locally quarried stone cladding underneath 
a natural Welsh slate roof. 

According to Sandy Buttle and Celia Hayward, the new Centre 
will provide a tremendous boost for the sport of canoeing in 
Wales, especially with the staging of the World Championships 
later this year. 

"Competitors from all over the world will take part in the 
competition which will be staged on the Aton Tryweryn, 
starting at the new Centre and finishing in Bala", explained 
Celia Hayward. "We are delighted to see our years of plan­ 
ning reach fruition. It is a tremendous achievement for what 
is a voluntary organisation." 

{jnoefocus 

Water for Life Appeal 
The Royal Victoria 
Docks Watersports 
canoe team staged a 
sponsored eskimo roll 
to raise funds for a 

water tank in Kenya. The team 
were allowed to do any form of roll 
they wished i.e.: Paddle, Hand, 
Float as long as it was a full roll. 

The team of 14 had one hour to 
complete as many rolls as possi­ 
ble. The amount of rolls varied 
greatly from Tim Dorset who did 2 
rolls to Alan ( canal) Trueman who 
managed 305. The team com­ 
pleted a record 2058 rolls, in one 
hour and nobody was sick. 

They also raised over £400.00, 
for the Water for Life appeal so well 
done to: Denise, Kenny, Mark, 
James, Ross, Alan, Des, Barbara, 
Tracy, Paul, Lora, Joanna, Dave and 
Maria. The adjudicators were 
Meron, Adie, Hope, Ben and 
Fathia. 

Foundation for Sport and 
The Arts Benet iciaries 

Spring 1995 
North Norfolk Canoe Club 
£500.00 
Teesdale District Council 
£3,250.00 
Stirling Canoe Club 
£1,750.00 
Lochaber Centre 
£6,000.00 
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IN BRIEF 

Canoeists Have 
Lucky Escape 
The crew of a Queen's University 
rowing team had a lucky escape 
when their canoe broke in two 
during a race on the River Foyle. 
The eight-man crew was rescued 
by a British Army patrol boat 
shortly before 2.15pm on 
Saturday after they were thrown 
into the water near Craigavon 
Bridge in the "Head of the River" 
race."'""' 

An ace reporter on the Irish 
News Belfast, is responsible for 
the above gem. I suppose a cap­ 
size was inevitable .... they were all 
facing the wrong way!!! 

BCUE 
Perception Sponsorship 
The following expeditions have 
been approved by the BCU 
Expeditions Committee. The 
Committee is grateful for the 
financial and practical support 
of Perception Kayaks. 

Dutch Antilles 
Focus Editor Kevin Danforth and 
Nottingham paddler Mike Devlin 
will be leading a small trip in the 
winter to these hot, hot, hot islands, 
fifty miles off the coast of 
Venezuela. The aim is to complete 
the open crossings between the 
islands of Bonaire, Curacao and 
Aruba as well as the crossing to 
mainland South America. 

These islands will also be cir­ 
cumnavigated and the arid cli­ 
mate, wind and wildlife will present 
particular difficulties. Landing in the 
wrong place at the wrong time will 
probably involve a Robinson 
Crusoe type scenario, and an 
enforced diet of cactus and igua­ 
na stew. 

University of East 
London Altai 
Expedition 
This summer a group of kayakers 
from the University of East London 
will travel to the Altai mountains 
to attempt the first kayak descents 
of the Argut, Shalva and Dzhazator 
rivers. The group will be accom­ 
panied by local rafters during 
their two month expedition. Whilst 
in Siberia they will promote the 
sport and donate gear at local 
clubs and universities. 

Any questions or problems 
please contact Rob McCarthy or 
Malcolm Stephen on 0181 743 
2976. 

Sheffield University 
Mackenzie River 
Expedition 1995 
Eight weeks on the River and a 
budget exceeding £20,000 
undoubtedly ranks as a major 
trip. The twelve strong team of 
Sheffield students will be pad­ 
dling open canoes for over a 
thousand miles through the wilder­ 
ness of north west Canada. The 
final two hundred miles are north 
of the Arctic Circle. Although the 
river is not technically difficult it is 
4km wide in places and one major 
rapid is over 16km long. The 
remoteness will allow no errors of 
ms and every team member will 
be pushed to their mental and 
physical limits. 

As canoeing expeditions go 
this one is rather unusual as it has 
a number of definite scientific 
objectives and has gained Royal 
Geographical Society approval. 
The team will be collecting leaves 
from Arctic Willows and recording 
their location by using a Global 
Positioning System (GPS). 
Researchers at Sheffield will com­ 
pa re these samples with fos­ 
silised specimens, and hope to 
model the long term changes in 
atmospheric carbon dioxide. 

Exeter School 
In July of this year the Exeter 
School Canoe Club will be 
descending the river Coruh which 
is in North East Turkey. The expe­ 
dition has had the official back­ 
ing of the BCU. This is one of 
the first expeditions that we know 
of to descend this river. 

We will paddle 150 miles of the 
river which should take us ten 

0o·you have this photo? 
This photo was once the cover 
of the magazine "Canoeing" 
in July 1963. The paddler 
shown is the late Jean 
Roberts, at one time British 
Open Youth Champion, in her 
class. Malcolm Richards, her 
husband, would like to trace 
the negative, or original 
whether or not they can help 
trace the photo, he would be 
delighted to hear from them. 
His address is Hope Cottage, 
Cardington, Church Stretton, 
Shropshire SY6 7JY 

· f j £ • I {jnoe focus 
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days. The expedition party 
includes 16 'A' level pupils, one 
teacher and a doctor. 
Accompanying the party will be 
3 'Current Trends' staff. A raft will 
be with us from 'Adrift Rafting'. All 
paddlers have over two years 
canoeing experience and we all 
have our 3 star and Proficiency 
qualifications. 

The money we have to raise will 
be around £8500 of which we 
have already raised £7500. Each 
paddler pays £500. Money has 
come from Trusts and fund raising 
events in our school. We raised 
£1000 in sponsors by climbing the 
height of Everest on a climbing 
wall. The first £250 raised at this 
event was given to our local 
Cancer research centre. 

We are borrowing camera 
equipment from Sony to make a 
video of the expedition which we 
hope to have shown on 
Westcountry news when we return. 

Award for 
P&H? 

The P & H Company are pleased 
to have been chosen as final· 
ists in the Derbyshire Innovation 
Awards. Over fifty companies 
have entered for the awards, 
five having been selected for 
the finals. 

Julian and David Patrick from 
P & H will be attending a dinner 
and awards ceremony, hosted by 
the Duke of Devonshire, at 
Chatsworth House in the 
Derbyshire Peak District. 

The Crystal Palace swimming 
pool provided P & H with plenty 
of publicity this year. Helen 
Barnes used Gorilla Grip paddles 
and set a new woman's rolling 
record. This feat was televised 
for the TV programme 'Record 
Breakers'. Chris Akabusi was 
also involved in the TV 
programme using a P & H 
Revenge pool kayak in a 
televised attempt at learning to 
roll. Revenge polo kayaks and 
Gorilla Grip paddles were also 
used by every member of Viking 
polo team, the winners of the 
1995 Crystal Palace polo finals. 

Gorilla Grip rodeo paddles 
were recently chosen and used 
by members of the Waghi kayak­ 
ing expedition. 



AND ALWAYS BEAT 
THE SERVICE! 

• Massive showrooms and workshops 
• Comprehensive stocks of most leading 
brands • Superb displays to give you a 
genuine feel for the products • Full main 
dealer backup • Canoe trailers etc, 
manufactured in house to your require­ 
ments if required • In house trailer repairs 
and conversions. 

l!Y!Mi~~di 
YOUR ORDER WILL BE PROCESSED 
IMMEDIATELY AND NORMALLY 
DISPATCHED THE SAME DAY 
TELEPHONE MAIL ORDER HOTLINE 

0114 ·2 ·488688 
OR FAX ON 0114·2·488689 

SIMPLY THE BEST 
66-70 STATION ROAD, HALFWAY, SHEFFIELD S19 SGW 

Overseas & BFPO orders welcome. 
VAT Free exports handled. 
VAT Reclaim service for 

personal shoppers. 
Special prices for groups, 

organisations and university's. 

O%FINANCE 
AVAILABLE OVER 6 MONTHS 
Low cost finance over 12, 24 

& 36 months 

• MANCHESTER 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Mon - Fri 9.30 - 6.00pm Saturday ......•....... , 9.00 - 5.00pm 
Late Night Thursday 9.30 - 8.00pm Sunday 11.00 - 4.00pm 

NIX 
OF NOTTINGHAM 

THE BEST QUALITY DECKS, USING THE FINEST 
QUALITY JAPANESE NEOPRENE - 
UNRIVALLED VALUE FROM ONLY 

£39.00 
For nearest dealer contact: 

Unit 2, 39-4 1 Trent Boulevard, West Bridgford, 
Nottingham NG2 SBB 

Tel: 0115 9816815 
{jnoefocus ~ 



Obituaries 
Graham Palmer (1922-1995) 

Graham Palmer a distinguished member of the Royal 
Canoe Club, passed away on 4 December 1994 in hos­ 
pital in Hove, where he had lived since retirement. 
Graham will be remembered by the post-war gener­ 
ation of members, as larger than life, a genial man of 
many talents, who could remain cheerful in any situ­ 
ation. He joined the Territorials in 1939 and was 
despatched to France early in 1940, and he was just 
eighteen when he was captured in June 1940. After 
an 18 day march through France and Belgium, he and 
his fellow prisoners were sent to a forced labour 
camp in Upper Silesia. His first attempt to escape was 
betrayed and he found himself before a firing squad 
but was reprieved. After escaping from a camp in Poland 
in 1941 he found himself in the midst of a battle as the 
Germans invaded the Soviet Union. He was rounded 
up with Russian prisoners, unable to convince anyone 
that he was British. Eventually the mistake was discovered 
and he was sent to a camp for British prisoners. Later, 
with his acquired knowledge of Russian and German 
he was sent to a hospital for Russian prisoners, as inter­ 
preter. At the end of the war he was liberated and the 
aircraft carrying him back to England crash-landed, 
but Graham scrambled out of the wreckage and 
spent many months in hospital. Many years later 
Graham wrote a book "Prisoner of Death" on his 
experiences and the book has been described as "An 
outstanding and gripping memoir of mans inhuman­ 
ity to man, and a remarkable testament to courage and 
survival" 

Graham overcame his disabilities and, amongst other 
activities, took up canoeing and in 1952 was select­ 
ed to compete for Britain in the Helsinki Olympic 
games in the Kayak Pairs 10,000 metres. He also 
went into business and some years later extended his 
business interests into Holland, Belgium, France, 

Germany, and Austria, and then the Middle East and 
finally the Far East. 

In his retirement Graham continued to be active, 
spending many hours walking and swimming and 
also following his deep interest in Philately acquitting 
a great depth of knowledge. 

Graham was a family man, and he and his wife 
enjoyed a long and happy marriage with there children 
and grandchildren. 

Dave Crowley 
It is with a sense of deep personal loss that I am 
reporting on the sudden and tragic death of a canoeist 
and climber Dave Crowley. 

Dave who had his family roots in the West Midlands, 
spent most of his time living and working in North Wales. 

Dave had been a canoeist from an early age and 
had shared his love for the sport with many beginners, 
upon completion of his teaching qualifications. 

He had devoted many a hour helping beginners and 
experienced paddlers in the sport and was a keen slalom 
and white water paddler as well. Dave will be remem­ 
bered by friends as someone who would unselfishly 
devote his time to helping others. He took great sat­ 
isfaction from helping the handicapped groups on the 
water and his infectious enthusiasm for anything that 
he did shone through his teaching. 

Dave was well respected by climbers and paddlers 
alike and although it was a climbing accident that cur­ 
tailed his brief life, it is with fondness and affection that 
he will be remembered. Dave possessed a quiet 
unassuming good nature, a unique sense of humour 
and a love for all that he did. He will be sadly missed 
by his many friends and family, and not least by his wife 
Charlene, who our best wishes go out to her at this most 
difficult time. 

Peter Whyley 

What's On Diary 
BCU Suffolk Tour 
The BCU Suffolk Tour is being held on Sunday June 4th 
on the River Deben, Suffolk, starting from Felixstowe Ferry, 
and finishing at Woodbridge. This is a 9 mile tidal river 
trip, but paddlers may do a shorter trip finishing at 
either Ramsholt or Waldringfield if they so wish. For fur­ 
ther information please call Adi Flitsch on 01473 725095 
or Pat Ramsey on 01394 385707. 

River Leven Open 
Days1995 . 
The River Leven (Cumbria) open days for this year are 
as follows: 
Sundays Nov 5, Nor 19, Nor 26, o,c 3, Dsc 10. 

The system will remain the same as previous years 
ie numbers limited to sixty on the water , all paddlers 
to wear a bib : bibs bookable in advance from Sten and 
Angela Stu re 01229 466063. The cost is £1.00 per day 
with a deposit of £5.00 per bib. All money payable on 
the day. 

East Midlands 
Derwent Rally 
The Derwent Rally takes place this year on June 4th. With 
1 0 miles of clean water, starting at Darley Abbey this tour 
is an open navigation. There is also the possibility of an 
overnight camp. Details on 0115 9850930 Or 01332 874186 

South West Canoe 
and Kayak Rally 
On 15/16 July, paddlers are invitedto come to the 
Cotswold Water park, nr Cirencester for a Rally. Events 
will include a Giant Canadian Slalom, a chance to try rac­ 
ing boats with the SW Racing Team, a lifeguard demo 
and a chance to have a go yourself, trade stands and other 
events including tours on the nearby Thames and 1/j_ye. 

Full details from Terry Cripps, 9 Grindal Drive, Grange 
Park, Swindon. 

Welsh Raft Races 
Taking place on the River Tryweryn, on June 10/11 the 
slalom and sprint races are open to teams of up to seven. 
Details from Ian Bebbington at 4 Gae Groes, Stryd y Fron, 
Bala Gwynedd. Proceeds will be given to charities. 

BCU Sea Touring 
Meet and Coquet 
Island Race. 
The round the island race will take place on June 25 at 
11.00 am. Coquet Island lies one mile offshore from the 
small harbour of Amble on the beautiful Northumberland 
Coast. There are three classes of race and you can 
paddle anything from a slalom boat to a sea kayak, 
although class 1 is open only to sea kayaks. Lots of prizes 
and the entry is only £2.50 (£1.00 for juniors) 

Also based on the same coastline that weekend is the 
BCU Sea Touring Committee meet There will be organ­ 
ised, led trips, including the Fame Islands. BCU mem­ 
bers £5, non members £10.00. 

Details from John Rae, 33 Meadow Riggs, Alnwick, 
Northumberland 01665 603176 

Shetland 
Sea Kayak Meet. 
Dave Gardner is organising the Shetland Sea kayak 
meet. The Shetland Isles are a fascinating area for 
kayaking with spectacular cliffs, beaches and wildlife. Papa 
Stour ,where the weekend begins on the 30 June, is par­ 
ticularly interesting to paddlers because of it's many sea 
caves, birds and archaeology. Details on ferries and accom­ 
modation cane be had from Dave at Spindrift, Ireland, 
Bigton, Shetland ZE2 9JA 01950 422404 

Raft Guide 
Training Course 
The English White Water Rafting 
Committee will be providing the fol­ 
lowing courses in May and June 1995. 

a) One Day Taster 
Courses 

The objective of this course is to offer 
the chance of hands on helming expe­ 
rience under the guidance of professional 
guide trainers. The courses are of one 
days duration and will take place on 
the following dates 

Friday 12th May 
Friday 19th May 
The venue for the courses will be at 

Holme Pierrepont, Nottingham. 
The cost of the course will be £30.00 

b) Raft Guide Training 
Course 

The object of the course is to provide 
training for individuals who wish to join 
the established training and coaching 
scheme. The course should also provide 
the opportunity to grade individuals 
with previous rafting experience at an 
appropriate level within the scheme. 

The course is of five days duration 
and will commence Wednesday 7th 
June finishing Sunday 11th June. 

The venue for the course will initially 
be at Holme Pierrepont Nottingham but 
an intrinsic aspect of this course is 
guiding on at least one other river (which 
will be decided according to conditions 
at that time). 

The cost of the course will be £285 
inclusive. 

For more details of the above cours­ 
es ring Leo Beaumont on Nottingham 
0115 9821691 or Mike Devlin on 
Nottingham 0115 9818844. 

The New"SW 
Regional 
Marathon 

Committee" 
This year sees the setting up of a region­ 
al group whose aim is to promote and 
develop racing in the region and to start 
with we are aiming to buy a Video 
Camera. Pie in the sky? ... Not if all the 
paddlers in the region collect Essa and 
or Shell Petrol tokens and let us have 
them. If you use either brands of petrol 
and collect the tokens then we need 
them. For example 5250 Essa Tokens will 
get us a Camcorder 

WE NEED YOUR ESSO TIGER 
TOKENS & YOUR SHELL SMART 
POINTS! 

If you have any already then send 
them to: James Asser, The Whitehouse 
Farm, Prideaux Rd, St. Blazey, Cornwall 
PL24 2SR or Call James on 01726 
67434 to arrange a transterot tokens or 
take them to the next race. 

The South West Regional Marathon 
Group· have also put together a small 
booklet which includes details of all 
the marathon activities for the current 
year. Although copies have been dis­ 
tributed to most clubs and many indi­ 
viduals, further copies can be obtained 
from Richard Ward, 3 Gordon Terrace, 
Park Street, Crediton enclosing a large 
sae. 

/111!.!_1 I 11 noticeboard {jnoe focus 



PADDLE 
SPORT 
iVA1Jtjc1,~ 
WATER SPORT 

Canoes & Kayaks - whatever you paddle 

one of the largest retail showrooms 
in the UK and full workshop facilities 

plus 
20 acre teaching and demo lake all 

within a country park setting 
GROUP BUYERS PACKAGE DEALS 

\ 1 Olonths to paY 
,-1-1E se.s1' oe.~\.. 

\tl "f\-lE UK 
(retai\ purchases 

over £.19S) 

~er 
aaaoclatlo.w 
of canoe trade• 

EG. 6 kayaks + decks + paddles + buoyancy aids from 
£ I 595 inc VAT and delivery. 

INSTANT MAIL ORDER SERVICE 
All stock orders despatched same day - 

free delivery on most items VISA 

OPEN CANADIAN CANOES 
Choose from the best available in the UK - 

We supply all the major makes. 

BEGINNERS COURSES plus 
BCU Star Test and proficiency training and assessment - 

Canoe & Kayak - phone for details and dates. 

ATTENTION! 
•. " I:\. I ~ ft,., A ~ Ill. /I 

y-wv w .••• 
Bulk buying means more than good prices 
Delivery dates, quality and good after sales service are just We supply the best deals to H.M. Forces, Outdoor Centres, 
as important. .. Waveform understands. Schools, Colleges, Scouts and Guides. 
Our contract services division offers unbeatable rates, first So don't get caught out when you buy in bulk. Contact 
class delivery and a friendly helpful team to select the best Waveform and you can stand easy . 

.-.r for your organisation. equ1pme1,;. . 

i?MS&li::i 
BANBURY 

WE ARE CLOSER THAN YOU THINK 
STRATFORD 10 MINS 
WARWICK 10 MINS 
COVENTRY 20 MINS 
BIRMINGHAM 30 MINS 
NORTHAMPTON40 MINS 
OXFORD 25 MINS 

WORCESTER 
EVESHAM 
CHELTENHAM 
CLOUCESTER 
LEICESTER 
LONDONM40 

30 MINS 
20 MINS 
45 MINS 
45 MINS 
35 MINS 
60MINS 

PARK FARM ESTATE 
COMPTON VERNEY, NR. STRATFORD UPON AVON, WARWICKSHIRE CV35 9HJ 

TEL/FAX: 01926 640573 



ook & video review 
All Books & Videos reviewed here are available at discount from BCU Supplies. Ring 0116 

283 0659 and ask for a brochure if you have not received one in your Focus Mailing 

All reviews by Kevin Danforth 

Performance Sea Kayaking: 
The Basics .... and beyond 

Kent Ford, the producer of several 
good instructional videos previ­ 
ously featured in these review 

pages, has now turned his talents to sea 
kayaking. As a long term salt water 
addict I began to view this offering 
with some scepticism . I have to say that 
I was more than pleasantly surprised . 
This video hits the mark quite neatly as 
a promotional tool for this eco-friend­ 
ly branch of the sport. As a tool for 
self-learning it is also better than I 
expected. Any one watching this could 
not fail to pick up the most important 
points of long boat handling, navigation 
skills, and some basic rescues. The 

arguments on high versus low forward 
paddling styles are presented in a rea­ 
soned, balanced way and, importantly, 
rough water and surf techniques are not 
ignored. 

The video is so good overall as an 
incentive to go and sea paddle, that it 
seems churlish to pick fault. However, 
minor flaws for me are the coverage of 
rescues (see 'Over and Out' video for a 
more comprehensive European per­ 
spective) most of which would be dubi­ 
ous in rough water, and the absence of 
good advice on the importance of llliii... 
weather forecasting and under- ••• 
standing of weather patterns. 

Building the 
Bear 
Mountain 
Canoe 

This video is a compre­ 
hensive and informative 
instructional aid on build- 

ing stripper open canoes. As 
after-dinner entertainment it 
would be very dry, but as a 
nail by nail account of building 
a beautiful craft from natures own 
materials, it is truly excellent. A 
labour of love produces a work 
of art. 

One day I would love to do 
it, wood shavings, steaming, 
sanding, glassing, varnishing 
and all. This is, I have to say, a 
pipe dream. I have two left 
hands and ten thumbs when it 
comes to DIY. Do you remem­ 
ber the boy at school who built 
the bookcase in woodwork ? The 
one with no straight sides, struc­ 
tural strength, or flatish bits you 
would trust with a book ? That 
was me ; I was that boy. Sadly, 
all I can do with evidence of real 
skill like this is watch and envy. 
Those of you with a full set of 
tools, a shed full of wood and the 
will to own a craft like this, 
should grab the video and do 
it. Respect. 

Vertical Addiction 
More waterfall fun and action 

__ from the irrepressible 
Southerner Wayne Gentry. If you like 
your video action with lots of thrash 
and bash you will enjoy this. As 
an English person I am appalled that 
these American chaps have so 
much good quality steep water to 
mess about on. Spoilt for choice and 
no access problems. It's not fair. 
What I find unnerving is that Wayne 

lite Basics. •• 

has the same accent as those 
"Deliverance" fellows. I under­ 
standably watched it with the sound 
off. With the sound off I wasn't 
scared a bit. The interviews with the 
paddlers was as revealing as John 
Molson interviewing goal scorers on 
"Match of the Day" ..... not very. 
Don't articulate, just do it. 
Rivers were great, paddlers llliii... 
watchable; likewise the video .••• 

Signs for Canoeists 
The primary aim of the booklet is to encourage 
hearing canoeists to communicate more effective­ 
ly with hearing impaired paddlers. Compiled by 

Keith Ripley and Simon Scandrett the content covers, basic 
signs, the finger spelling alphabet and some canoeing spe­ 
cific signs. If you have contact with hearing impaired in 
your club or centre, then this is a useful resource. 
From personal experience, you can usually busk your 
way through some sort of makeshift dialogue in pad­ 
dling situations, but a few standard signs as a foundation 
helps enormously. 

After all, in some canoeing environments, white water • L --s'.IC,M , 
for example, we all become hearing impaired. Worth ~ S' 
a thought. Whether you are teaching canoeing or pad- m· (. r OJI 
dling with friends this is well worth having. The ~~ ~.IV0£I- 
publication is supported by the BCU, the 1~ ;srs 
Jubilee Canoeing Foundation, Avon Deaf llliii... ~;, __ ±. -~-~~--- 
Children's Society and Communication Link.... · ., • .,,. :,-~. -~ · .. _ . . 2_~· 
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Pyranha Mouldings Ltd., Marina Village, Preston Brook, Runcorn, Cheshire WA7 30W, England. 
Telephone: 01928 716666 Fax: 01928 714399 



ell, okay, it's not new, but it's certainly lesser known to the hoards of 
boaters who descend upon Fort William and beyond from south of the 
border. If Scotland's usually prolific rainfall does not materialise, then 

check the tide tables because the Falls of Lora near Oban are a force to be reckoned 
with . It's a fine, mild Saturday in February, and there's noth­ 

ing coming out of the sky. However, a quick glance at 
the tide tables reveal a 3.2 metre tide -just enough for 
the Falls to run at a playable level. Anything above 3.2 
metres and you can expect all the standard water fea­ 
tures to get more interesting! 

Tim, Rea and myself head out from Outward Bound 
towards Connel Bridge under which the Falls run. 
The drive from Fort William to the bridge takes us about 
an hour - it's usually longer but I think that Tim is look­ 
ing forward to his first experience of Lora! We've 
timed our arrival for about 2.5 hours after high tide. As 
the sea pours out of Loch Etive, so the hydraulics 
develop. It's just possible to see the waves and stoppers 
forming, and there getting bigger. 

Roaring, Foaming Mess 
We rush to change, and get on the water. The north side 
of the bridge sports a very convenient lay-by for chang­ 
ing and an indistinct but muddy path down to the 
water. From the water's edge you start to see the fun. The 
nearest bridge span is central to the entertainment. On 
it's north side, down stream is a great little warm up wave. 
The wise words of Chris Spelius in the Ocoee Rodeo video 

echo round my head ... ''You use exactly the same tech­ 
niques in that little small wave as you do in the 14 foot 
monster ... " ( or words to that effect!) We get stuck in to 
loosen up, and to quell any nerves about the roaring, 
foaming mess lurking on the south side of the bridge 
span. 

It's going well, we relax and wave to Rea on the bank, 
today's photographer and getaway driver. She soon 
gets bored, (who can blame her) and walks up to 
bridge for those "taken from a helicopter" shots. 
There's currently a lot of scaffolding on the bridge and 
some major work going on, but the workmen kindly let 
Rea out onto a platform where she gets a clear view. 
Meanwhile, it's time to meet the bigger stuff. Around 
the south side, everything has formed nicely. 

Big Green Wave 
Firstly there's a big green wave on which you can surf 
all day, and practice all those tricks with juggling balls 
and cola you see in the magazines. Unfortunately 
behind that there's another less friendly wave/stopper 
that gets big at 3.5m tides plus. Next stop after that is 
a set of angry diagonal waves, and finally a few whirlpools. 
These really are the piece-de-resistance! 
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The overall scenario goes something like this. You're 
in the eddy by the bridge. You confidently burst out onto 
the green wave. All's looking well. You lean forward, water 
sprays up in pearlescent waves from the front of your 
boat. You lean back and start dancing on the wave, using 
your hips to carve left and then right. You reach for your 
juggling balls - oh no ... your off the back of the wave! 
Regain a half descent grip on your paddle 'cos your going 
to need it. Into the stopper, usually side ways. Work your 
way to the end (ender out for the flash.) It's okay, 
your out, but it's not over yet. Into the tricky diagonals. 
Oops, loss of concentration, and a quick roll. Hey 
that's not so bad - wait, why am I looking at the under­ 
side of the bridge, and why is it spinning around like 
a 331/3? The whirlpool has got you! 

Revolving Sky 
On one memorable largish day, I recall myself and a not­ 
so -short boat (that should have known better) disap­ 
pearing completely from view vertically into one of 
the whirlpools. I was looking up at the revolving sky, from 
a cone of water. My head wasn't submerged, and I was 
bracing on one wall, going round and round: .. it even­ 
tually changed shape, harmlessly releasing me. I 

The Team 

Jeremy Ebb 

Tim Picketing 

Rea Collins 

from 

Outward 

Bound 

Scotland 

emerged with a wide grin stretched tight across my face! 
One of the bonuses of the Fall of Lora is that having 

survived the run down the hydraulics, there's a very con­ 
venient feeder eddy that takes you back to the top of the 
bridge span and that lovely green wave. Get on, tune in 
and ride back to the top! 

Eventually after what seems like a solid hour of 
energetic paddling, we return to the car to find Rea asleep. 
She tells us we've been on the water for three hours. It's 
been that engrossing. 

So that's the Falls of Lora - it's fun, it can be ~ 
big, and it's safe for those with a solid roll. Go~ 
with a competent party and surf 'till you puke! 
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Paddling During 
C 

llast year, in the middle 
of planning a trip to 
British Columbia, we had 

to confess to our friends that I 
was pregnant so we wouldn't 
be able to go. We had decided 
to postpone trying for a fami­ 
ly, until after the trip, but we had 
too good a weekend when 
everybody had got together to 
plan it! Our life up until then had 
focused around Canoeing, 
climbing and sailing with work 
somehow squeezed in between. 
When I became pregnant I imag­ 
i ned that it would be a big 
change to our lifestyle, and I 
wanted to find out what would 
be wise and realistic to do dur­ 
ing my pregnancy. However, I 
found a distinct lack of positive 
information concerning sport 
during pregnancy, especially in 
outdoor pursuits. So in this 
article I have set down my expe­ 
riences, which I hope may be of 
encouragement to others. 

Queen Ant 
"Sit down and put your feet up." this 
is what most family and friends say. 
You could follow this literally and 
sit on your backside for nine 
months, becoming like a Queen 
Ant - unable to move under your 
ever increasing weight. (But with­ 
out the advantage of the worker 
ants!) As this tended to be the 
norm, there was very little encour­ 
agement for somebody as active 
as I was. So what I decided was 
to stop lifting heavy objects (i.e. 
let someone else carry the boat, 
and repay them with lots of flap­ 
jack - Thank you Simon.) but 
continue with everything I did 
before, gradually reducing the 
pace as my body dictated. 

Dangerous Sports 
The medical profession in my 
experience said to take it easy, 
don't start a new sport, and stop 
if any discomfort occurred. Later 
in pregnancy my doctor advised 
me to stop climbing and canoe­ 
ing, on further questioning this 
appeared to be because he viewed 
them as dangerous sports - A 
popular misconception, espe­ 
cially if you are participating a 

. grade below your ability for canoe­ 
ing, and only seconding climbs, 
when there is little possibility of 

falling. Sudden impacts are the 
things to avoid. It seemed sensi­ 
ble to decline an opportunity to 
Water Ski at 5 months pregnant! 

Concern for the baby means 
you want to know how much 
activity you can expect to do with 
minimal risk at each stage of 
pregnancy; at the same time 
keeping sane yourself by con­ 
tinuing with full participation in 
your sport. I aimed to be as fit as 
possible to ease the strains later 
in pregnancy and birth. The longer 
you can keep going, the easier it 
will be to get fit again after the birth. 
This leaves you better able to 
cope physically with looking after 
the baby, and mentally, because 
you can get back to the things you 
enjoy. To a competent canoeist a 
short paddle on easy water (to that 
canoeist) is equivalent to an easy 
walk. And who says you shouldn't 
go for a walk??? 

Physically it was a learning 
experience for me. I was all set to 
give up canoeing within the first 
few months. However I let my 
body dictate, and although my 
performance slowly declined this 
was not inconsistent with what 
would have happened had I put 
on 3 stone through overeating!!! 
I avoided exerting myself unduly 
at any time. Afterwards I was 
surprised to find my performance 
returned relatively quickly; this 
was probably due to suddenly 
loosing 2 stone yet maintaining the 
fitness I had previous to the birth. 

I carried on using my Jester for 
surfing, with an Avenger for white 
water and general use, up until 2 
weeks before the birth. It became 
more difficult to sit correctly in 
my canoes towards the end, due 
to the size of my tummy. Had I got 
any larger, I would have had to 
change to a higher volume boat. 
After 7 months - a Drycag, 
neoprene spray deck and 
buoyancy aid, put too much 
pressure on my tummy. I changed 
to a large ribbed buoyancy aid, 
nylon spraydeck with adjustable 
waist and a summer cag (luckily 
it was August). Any larger cag with 
an adjustable waist would be OK. 
The gear you might need to use 
is typical club equipment or your 
old beginner kit. You should find 
it easy to borrow what you need 
from someone. 

The Table 
The table is to give you an exam­ 
ple of what I actually did, and 
was happy with. What you choose 
to do will depend on your initial 
paddling skills, be you more or less 
experienced than I. Also I was 
lucky in having a trouble free 
pregnancy. Obviously if you have 
medical problems during your 
pregnancy, you will have to re­ 
assess the situation in consul­ 
tation with your Doctor/Midwife. 

To sum up "take it easy but if 
possible don't stop completely". 
Penny Allan & ~ 

Baby Jane. 
(6 months old). 

Paddling Diary for my Pregnancy 
0-3 months (December-February) 
River paddling as normal. Local Rivers, Grade II-IV. 
3-5 months (March- April) 
Not carrying my Avenger. River paddling as normal, passed 
Advanced Proficiency. Surfing as normal, up to 4 ft. breaks with 
easy paddle outs selected. Surf competitions. 
6-7 months (May- June) 
River paddling- down one grade in the French Alps. Small surf with 
little power or with an easy paddle out. 
7-9 months (July- August) 
Changed gear I wore. Very ,Very Gentle surfing- less than 2 ft. 
Flat water paddles e.g. up an estuary 
4 weeks after 
Back in canoe, gentle surfing. 
6 weeks after 
Competed in Home Internationals-Surfing. 
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>A 1/0NCR' AfT ~ The largest stockist for London and If I Jt ,.. the South East for PRIJON, 
SCHLEGEL, GRUMMAN, INKA, H.F., -r MAIL ORDER r. ROMER and many other leading 

- ~ world products. 

DISTRIBUTOR FDR ENGLAND 
AVONCRAFT 

BURROWFIELD IND EST 
WELWYN GARDEN CITY 

HERTFORDSHIRE, AL7 4SR 
TEL: (01707) 330000 

DISTRIBUTOR FOR 
SCOTLAND/NORTH 

OF ENGLAND 
AVONCRAFT NORTH 
CARLISLE CANOES 
41 WIGTON ROADI - CARLISLE, CUMBRIA, 

CA2 7AX 
TEL: 01228 31703 

DISTRIBUTOR FOR WALES 
WHITEWATER CONSULTANCY 

THE OLD SHOP, 
WILIIS HEAD SQUARE, 
PONTWEU Y, DYFED, 
S. WALES, A44 4AA 
TEL: 01559 362083 

PHONE 01243 672315 
NOW FDR YOUR FREE 
48 PAGE BROCHURE 

DR SEND THE 
COUPON BELOW 

FREE 
STICKER 
WITH 
EVERY 

BROCHURE 

- 
------------- I PLEASE RUSH A BROCHURE TO: 

I Name . 
I Address . 
I . 
I I . 
I . 

Send to: SHORE WATERSPORTS 20 Shore Road, I East Wittering, Chichester, W Sussex P020 BOZ 

L~-------------------- 



Enjoy the biggest Wild 
Water competition to 
take place in Britain for 
over fourteen yea rs. 

Come and see over 
thirty nations compete 
for the world's most 
coveted prize. 

The Wild Water & Slalom 
World Championships 

Wild Water Racing - Canolfan 
Tryweryn, Bala, North Wales 
Mon 21st - Mon 28th Aug 1995 

Slalom - Holme Pierrepont, 
Nottingham 
Tues 29th Aug - Sun 3rd Sept 1995 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

The British Canoe Union • 
Adbolton Lane. West Bridgford. 

Nottingham NG2 SAS United Kingdom 
Tel: 0115 982 6434 Fax: 0115 982 1797 

... ··················-·········· 

There are lots of other events happening during the competition . 
.......................... . 

Bring your family and friends and enjoy the excitement. 



Special Discount Motor Insurance 
Scheme For All BCU Members 

The Scheme offers a fast 
and efficient claims service 
with discounted insurance 
premiums. 
SPECIAL FEATURES:- 
* £5 voucher towards BCU membership. 
* FREE £200 worth of cover for equipment in 

vehicle. 
* Up to 15% discount on certain policies. 
* New car replacement for cars in first year of 

registration and where damage exceeds 50% 
of its original purchase. 

* FREE "uninsured Loss Recovery" service 
* Legal advice or assistance up to £25,000 

(including personal injury) following 
accidents in the UK. 

* Contribution towards hire or replacement car. 
* Payment by instalments - spread the cost over 

l O months by payment through Direct Debit 
facilities (full details supplied on request). 

* Payment by Access or Visa cards. 
* Breakdown Recovery Insurance. 
* 24 hour accident helpline. 

r.----------------------------------------------------------, FILL IN AND SEND THIS COUPON TODAY BCU 
Send to: Boncaster Ltd, Freepost, Brentwood, Essex CM14 4ZP 

Mr/Miss/Mrs/fil1e Surname Car Model _ 

Christian Name Age Year EngineSize/cc _ 

Address Type of Cover (Please tick) _ 
Comprehensive Third Pan.y Fire & Theft 

______________________ Third Party Only __ NCB Protection _ 

______________________ Use: Pleasure Pleasure& Business _ 
Drivers (Please tick) 

______________________ Insured Only lnsured & Spouse 
Any driver over 25 Any Driver 

______________________ Please list all drivers under 25 seperately 

Postcode I am presently insured with _ 

Membership No. No Claims Bonus __ % __ Years _ 

Occupation Expiry Date of Present Policy _ 

Period of residence in UK Present Premium£ _ 
Excess: Nil 

Licence and how long held _ years FULLJPROV 

Any previous accidents, losses or convictions? YES/NO I will pay first £50 £75 £100 of own damage I 
If YES, please auach details I 

Do you require loss of use cover? : 

L----------------------------------------------------------~ 

RINC 0345 616161 FORTHE Ll'.\IKLINE COST OF A 
LOCAL CALL 

EURO KAYAKS SOUTHERN DISTRIBUTORS 
CANOE AND KAYAK SPECIALISTS 

Wye Dean 
Canoe Centre 
Symmonds Yat East 
Tel: 01594 833238 

Beans 
Bicester 

Tel: 01869 246451 

Pon Talbot 
Tel: 01639 813107 

Stoke, Plymouth 
Tel: 01752 227264 

Poole 
Tel: 01202 665533 

Southhampton 
Tel: 01703 473379 

• 

Norfolk School of 
Canoeing 
Coltishall 

Tel: 01603 737456 

Board 
Talk 

_ Water 
Sports 
Lowestoft 
Tel: 01502 
517992 

Mega Performance 
Kayaks 
Rustington 

Tel: 01903 772463 
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Westminster Race 1995 
Uhe 125 mile race has been organised 

for nearly 50 years and now takes place 
over the Easter Weekend each year. The 
start point is Couch Lane Bridge, Devizes on 
the Kennet and Avon Canal. The course fol­ 
lows the 54 miles of the canal with occasional 
stretches on the River Kennet to Reading 
where it joins and follows the River Thames 
for a further 71 miles to finish under 
Westminster Bridge. 

To actually get to the start line for me this year was a chal­ 
lenge after 12 months of ill health .... a spell on crutches and 
yet another stay in hospital. However, I seem to have selec­ 
tive hearing and I was determined to be on the start line with 
ny partner Brian Greenham. Brian has long been associat­ 
ed with the race and holds the record of 15:34:12 with 
Tim Cornish set in 1979. He also holds the Junior Veteran 
Record with Glynn Wallis (15:42:31) and the Scout Record 
again with Glynn (16:31:06) so I was looking forward to the 
event. For Brian it was to have been the first time he would 
have competed in the mixed event. 

There had been high hopes about the river conditions 
for the race as most of the winter the River Thames had been 
in flood but sadly a very hot long spell put paid to that. It 
also meant that the first 15 miles of the race were shallow 
and covered in weeds and green slime. Never-the-less 
undaunted some 140 Senior Doubles, 44 Junior Doubles and 
40 singles took part The numbers over the last few years have 
been declining and sadly this year was no exception. 

For many the race is a question of undertaking it for the 
challenge, to beat a record, to win or to better their time from 
the last time they completed the event or/and to raise 
money for charity. What ever the reason the event is hard 
and good preparation is needed not only in the form of train­ 
ing but also having a reliable support crew who can cope with 

any situation which can come 
-a,•r•'lf"llwww----.., their way is a must.Also setting 

off from Devizes that morning 
were the individuals involved 
in the four day singles race and 
the junior K2. There was a 
strong Kl contingent from 
Leaside who were hoping to try 
and take the Kl team record 
which was set by Reading and 
Leighton Park Canoe Club 
in 1987 (50:38:44). Whether 
Kl, K2 or canoe there is some 
fun to be had. On the start line 
20 seconds before her start 
Jenny Hands suddenly realised 
she had not done her hair so 
fellow Nottingham Kayak Club 
member Dave Enoch found 
himself leaning over the wharf 
trying to fix combs and clip 
into her hair!! The attempt was 
not too bad as it survived all the 
way to Newbury. 

Brian and I arrived in 
Devizes at 12.15 with our sup­ 
port crew of Paul Owen,John 
Wallis and Brian's former DW 

_,.,,.,,,,. . .,,.. ~- - 
/,. , partner Glynn Wallis and my 
.~ ~ former DW partners of Dave ,r. Green and Paul Toomey. (You 

can still remain friends even after the race!!!) By this time 
all the singles and juniors had left leaving a few remaining 
K2 yet to start. The temperature had soared and was certainly 
now beginning to be a problem for some. We actually set off 
at 1 o'clock, unfortunately in the middle of the heat, as we 
were aiming to be at Teddington 2 hours after high tide. 
Further up the canal in front ofus were other members from 
our canoe club and information on how well they were doing 
was being relayed back to us. 
Jacqui and Lesley were having equipment problems but 

were keeping their spirits high by chatting (not unusual for 
them) to Rose Purkiss and Jeanette Collinson who were try­ 
ing to compete the course in a canadian canoe and hope­ 
fully break the ladies C2 record of 30:47:52. (which they did 
by a couple of hours) Rose is a DW veteran and has completed 
and won the race before but it was her first time down the 
course in a C2 and she had certainly received some ribbing 
because of her chosen craft.Jacqui and Lesley pulled out at 
Tyle Mill, because of their equipment problems, but went 
home got changed and came back to cheer or Rose and 
Jeanette and their voices could be heard booming down from 
Henley Bridge. It was to have been their last DW but now 
they didn't complete they will be back! 

It was also lovely to see Beverly Hunter and Mike Philip 
from Royal Canoe Club on the water. During DW race 
training in 1994 Paul Gilbert a member of Royal had died 
in a tragic accident at Romney Weir so Royal had out of respect 
stayed away from the race that year. The race was undertaken 
in part as a tribute to Paul. 

Close to Beverely and Mike all through the race were 
Danielle Sellwood and Sandra Troop who were out to break 
the long standing ladies record. All through the race they 
were four minutes up on the Royal K2 and the support crews 
cheered each pair on helping where necessary. Danielle and 
Sandra paddled extremely well and broke the Ladies record 
by over 1.5 hours. Danielle now holds the mixed and the Ladies 
DW records. 

The first fifteen miles I always think are the hardest 
and none more so than this year. The thick weed and slime 
were definitely an added hinderance. For Brian and I 
unfortunately illness had already begun to creep in but our 
omnipotent support crew were there as ever to attend to our 
every need .... even to assist with weed removal from the bow 
of the boat. Wotton Rivers couldn't come soon enough 
and out of the boat running was a welcome relief even if the 
ground was rock solid from all the dry weather. 

Our support crew transformed themselves in to gazelles 
and Dave, Glynn and Paul ran alongside occasionally telling 
us jokes and keeping our spirits high. Even the long run at 
Crofton seemed minor with them there. Brian and I had 
trained well for the event so despite Brian's deafness com­ 
munication was not a problem (my other DW partners 
thought that that was a blessing in disguise as I do like a good 
chat/ sing song as I am going along) and we knew exactly where 
we were going to portage, run or change places. I was 
aware that things were not going according to plan and that 
Brian was feeling unwell. After adding some more clothing 
at the lock in Newbury a few hundred yards later alongside 
Newbury Wharf my fears were realised. Poor Brian was 
very ill. Undaunted we continued and began to pick up. 
Darkness fell but we both know the route so well that it was 
not a hinderance. 

Brian and I had over taken crews all the way up the course 
but were now doing so more frequently and with a quick hello 
and a good luck cheer we soon passed them. A couple of crews 
over took us and only one of them spoke. It was actually quite 
funny having a conversation with the eventual winners 
Tony Alan-Williams and "Foggy" Phillips paddling along with 
a "hello Brian" and a "oh you must be Tarnsin" followed by 
a conversation about Canoe Focus in the middle of a race. 

For us though the race was nearing the end and as we 
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PROTECT YOUR MOST IMPORTANT PIECE OF GEAR. 
YOUR BODY! 

PROTECTION 
GLARE & 

DANGEROUS 
ULTRAVIOLET A & B at 
£37.75 + P&P at 75p 

• Does nOl distort colour 
round vision • Neoprene case with carrying 

• Blocks at least 99), UV A 99), clip included 
LVB (82% L°VA graduated tint) • Shields eyes from wind, spray 

• Lightweight but shatter proof and debris 
• r-o metal hinges 10 corrode • Available in 5 colours - Te-JI, 
• Vented sides to resist fogging Magenta, Blue, Gold & Silver 
• Floats with float straps at £2.50 

BREAKER SHORTS 
ANDLONGS 

OTHER QUALITY 
PRODUCTS 

RltNENJ'. ,..,, --~ - --- - -z - - .•... -0 
.LTD 

Made from Supplex™ with Cordora™ 
seat and knees. Supplex™ is 
windproof and breathable, cotton soft 
yet light and strong, water repellaru 
and quick drying. Cordora™ has 
outstanding wear and tear 
performance. The non absorbing foam 
fenders will increase your comfort and 

performance by helping you __ ,_ °""*" •• ''"''= 
forget your aches and pains' Both '-.,,,....-,i ";::;:;;i 
garments can be worn on their ~ 
own or over dry suits and wet 

suits. 

ZURICH SPORTS GLASSES give excellent 
protection for people who wear contact 
lenses and will fit over normal size 
prescription glasses (54 eye or less) 

FOR FREE COLOUR BROCHURE PHONE OR FAX 

R~ENSPRING LTD 
Ford Road, Totnes Industrial Estate, Totnes, Devon. TQ9 5LQ. PHONE/FAX 01803 867092 

Acnv-SYSTEM clothing for those who seek 
out and enjoy the harshest conditions - 
combining lightness and endurance - used 
by professional guides, expedition members 
and serious activists - an alternative, flexible 
and affordable insulation svstem. 

FEATURES: . 
Action cut pit zips, deep front zips, double slider 
zippers, vented cuffs and adjustable elasticated 
drawcords provide quick and effective venting. 
A-P 6 Pile traps body heat and its low water 
absorbsion allows rapid wicking of water away from the 
skin. · 
Airflow 600 microfibre shell fabrics are durable, highly 
water repellant and windproof due to the use of 
extremely fine fibres in their construction 

Send for details of the full range which includes 
Guide Pullover - Guide Jacket 
Salopettes - Salopants 
Pile Shirts - Leisure jackets - Trousers - Caps - Mitts 

VALLEY CANOE PRODUCTS LTD 
Private Road No. 4,Colwick Ind Est 

NOTTINGHAM NG4 2JT 
TEL (0115) 9614995 FAX (0115) 9614970 
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You can stay drier and warmer with a 
made to measure spraydeck to 

a classic design 
Prodecks Topdecks 

Bushdecks Bushpants 
Kayak/Polo Longs 
gaskets BUSHSPORT Shortcord 

Lycra Wear DESIGNS 
Vest-tops M th ara on 

Sea Kayak 
WWR 

Canadian 

Bib & braces 
Deck Gags 

Plastic gasket 

for prompt friendly service phone today 

~ 
~ 
i- 

~ 

PHOENIX 
Brigstock Manor, Brigstock 

Nr. Kettering Northants, NN14 3HG 
Tel/Fax No 01536 373038 

30th JULY 1995 
Come, enjoy the fun! 

Race or participate in the 

Sea Kayak Classic 
Anglesey 

• 12 mile course for expedition 
sea kayaks between 
Cemaes Bay and Amlwch 

• Cash prize for overall 
expedition winner who will 
also receive a trophy 

• Outrigger canoes over the 
above course 

• Slalom Kayak Race within 
Cemaes Bay (4 mile course) 

• Dragon Boat class course 
within Cemaes Bay 

- Dramatic cliffs and 
picturesque bays 

- Regardless of age or 
gender, if you win you'll 
receive a trophy 

- Comprehensive safety 
boat cover, including a 
doctor aboard one of the 
boats 

- For non-paddlers, there are 
5 separate uncluttered 
beaches in Cemaes Bay 

FOR YOUR RACE PACK CONTACT IRENE WILLIAMS NOW! 

~Nucle~r 
111111!!1 Electric 
l'nallf__.., . ..,..,_lllli. 

WHITEWATER THE CANOE CENTRE 
Shepperton Marina, Felix lane, Shepperton, Middlesex TWl 7 8NJ 

Tel: 01932 247978 or 01932 241368 ~\)t 
n~cf\ ,•' V -Lli-·-;; 

DAGGER 

PERCEPTION 

PYRANHA 

PALM 

WHITEWATER 

ACE 

MOBILE 

ADVENTURE _-_,--: - -~/~--/_,·_~~~ .. - ,-~~r-ii. p. ' . :- O''-· 
• ~ ...--,. . .·. ~ d - ". ' . _: - : . ~h - 0.,. 6 

OPEN DAY 
Sunday JUNE 25th 

DEMO BOATS AND MANUFACTURERS FOOD AND REFRESHMENTS 
COME ALONG AND TALK, PADDLE, WATCH, LAUGH, OR JUST BUY ON THE DAY 

IT'S A KNOCKOUT 
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passed through Marlow and on to Cookham I decided that 
this was it. There was no point in continuing even though 
we were still on for under 19 hours as we knew we could com­ 
plete the course and both of us had won the event before. 
Brian and I both love canoeing and Brian is a tri-athalon fanat­ 
ic so why just complete the course and perhaps injure our­ 
selves which could put us out of action for a while. At Bray 
I told Paul that this was it. We had paddled 79 miles (about 
75 through illness) and it was time to call it quits so we could 
both live to fight another day. Whilst we were changing sad­ 
ness crept in but all the best planning and preparation 
can't help when someone is sick. Brian did say to me once 
we were changed looking wistfully at the Thames "I think we 
have some unfinished business Tamsin" but we'll have to wait 
and see. 

Back home for a couple of hours sleep, stick the kit in the 
washing machine and up with the lark as Paul and I had decid­ 
ed to go out and support Dave Enoch and Jenny Hands who 
were staying at our house whilst taking part in the four day 
event. As we were getting up my thoughts (tinged with sad­ 
ness) turned to Westminster where friends of ours would be 
finishing and where we would have been. However there was 
no time to waste as we had to get out on the course. 

The Kl team of Leaside were doing well and could pos­ 
sibly break the record but they wanted first, second and third 
place too but were in competition with Steve Rance and Richard 
Kent (Woodmill). They were paddling well and at the end 
of Saturday were lying in first, second and fourth. 

The junior K2 pair of Tom Baxter and Robin Pearson from 
Leighton Park School were well out in the lead in the 
junior event but the race there was for the team prize and 
the competition was keenly being fought between several 
schools. 

The finish on day 2 is at Langridge and whilst we were 
there a kayak was run over by one of the support crews. Anyone 
supporting or entering a carpark or field where canoeing 
is taking place is always vigilant of canoes etc which may be 
around but sadly the boat and paddles inside were badly dam­ 
aged. John Cooper who owned the boat (was someone 
that Brian knew well and I had got to know through our train­ 
ing sessions) was not only undertaking the event for the first 
time at the age of 48 having not long been canoeing but also 
had £3,000 of money for cancer research rid­ 
ing on the completion of the 
event. He was 

devastated at the sight of his 
paddles and boat. Paul Owen 
and Allan Bennet soon 
whisked the boat away to try 
and repair it. Fergus Murray 
helped patch the paddles 
and after the addition of a sig­ 
nificant amount of extra 
fibreglass and resin we left the 
boat to dry over night. 

The DW to me has always 
been about camaraderie and 
I was beginning to have my 
doubts with some of the 
things I had heard (like sup­ 
port crews not helping pad­ 
dlers in distress etc) during 
the 1995 event but sudden­ 
ly there were offers of help, 
spare left handed blades and 
later that weekend there was 
whip round and another £68 
was raised. 

Sunday morning was a 
telling time for the boat but 
the repair had held and with 
lots of black tape John went 
on his way if a little drained 
by the whole sad experience. 
The Leaside crew had decid­ 
ed to work as a team and 
pull up the fourth member 
of their team in to third 
place. With fantastic team­ 
work and skill they managed 
to not only be first, second 
and third at the end of the 
day but also help other peo­ 
ple by giving them washes 
and encouragement. The 
over 50's race was hotting 
up but both Dave Enoch and 
Doug Knowles began to suf- 
fer. At one point Doug saw 
a lovely patch of grass out 
of the wind and climbed out of his boat and laid there. 
Feeling refreshed he went on to complete the day. 

Monday morning saw the usual chase through 
London to the finish once the mass start has taken 
place. It is actually great fun (even getting up for the 
5.15am start) to lean over the bridge and cheer on the 
competitors. For Tom and Robin in the Junior K2 race 
they were able to chase the Leaside team and despite 
being off the wash for some of the tideway they 
pulled back through to cross the finish line first Sonja 
Bapty having lead the entire race was the first lady 
across the finish line to win the singles race in her 
first attempt. Whilst standing on Westminster Bridge 
with the first boats looming in to view we sudden­ 
ly realised that there was noone there to do the fin­ 
ishing so scrounging a pen, using a receipt paper 

and Tom Hollins watch we timed the first 20 boats 
across the line before the time keepers turned up. We had 
to ensure that they had a finish time especially after all that 
way and the new record being set by Leaside. 

The cheers and emotion at the finish were as loud and 
freely expressed as ever but they reached crescendo 
point when John Cooper actually finished. He had 
done it .... not only completing the race in the face of 
adversity but raising £3,000 for charity. 

To quote David Hunn from his article in the Sunday 
Times he says "in the whole of the sporting calender 
there cannot be a more fearful test. If you have the sta­ 
mina of a cart horse, the speed of a race horse and 
the brains of a rocking horse, it has been said then 
sign here. Unfair, of course, but to tackle the race com­ 
petitively you do need the determination of a kind 
that obliterates reason". 

Thoughts begin to turn to next year (no I 
won't be on the start line) but after a long discussion 
we came up with a new experience .... vir-~ 

tual reality DW from the comfort of your own 
home! 

RESULTS 

Senior K2 
1st M.C. Phillips/A.K. Alan Williams - RMCF (17:24:39) 

2nd M.J.Pointer/C.A. Grimshaw- Elmbridge Canoe Club (17:32:16) 
3rd P. Lanighan/P. Quill - Falcon Canoe Club/Woodmill (18:08:00) 

Women's K2 
Danielle Sellwood/Sandra Troop - Richmond Canoe Club 18:47:05 (new record) 

Mixed K2 

1st D. Hallam- Leaside -15:56:09; 2nd R. Bushell - Leaside-16:02:06; 
3rd G. Mckeand - Leaside -16:31 :00 

Women's K1 
Sonja Bapty - Reading and Leighton Park -18:35:33; 
Jenny Hands - Nottingham Kayak Club-19:24:59 

Over50's K1 
tst A. Chapman - Poole Harbour -17:52:21; 

2nd D. Enoch - Nottingham Kayak Club - 18:52:40 

K1 Team 
Leaside -48:29:15 (new record) D. Hallam, R. Bushell, G. McKeand 

Junior K2 
1st T. Baxter/A. Pearson - Leighton Park School (16:21:11); 
2nd S. Garson/M Parsons - Wey kayak Club (17:34:56) 

3rd S. Hayday/W. Crawford - Barking and Dagenham CRS (17:55:16) 

Junior Team 
Kimbolton School 

Women'sC2 
Rose Purkiss/Jeanette Collinson 26:28:10 (new record) 

Wanted! Your 
D-W anecdotes 

Everyone who enters or 
supports this classic race 
has a tale to tell, usually 
embellished in the relaxed 
atmosphere of the loca I 
hostelry! I am currently 
collecting and compiling 
amusing and unusual expe­ 
riences - please add yours 
for future publication. 
Please send written details 
or contact me at the Eclipse 
van at races, or by tele­ 
phone. Allan Bennett - 38 
Poplar Street, Romford, 
Essex, RM7 7JD. Tel 01708 
724171 

Found in the Devizes 
Wharf car park on 

Good Friday 

A delightfully embroidered 
card, signed by Maddy. 
- contact Allan Bennett 
and it will be returned to 
its owner. 
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The Capital of Sikkim 
With Kanchenjunga mountain as a back-drop we walked 
around Gantok. You can't help but get a feel of what 
an amazing history Sikkim has had with all of it's four 
bordering counnies and of course the British Raj (I found 
it well worth reading up on). We used the helpful 
Tashila tours ( the only rafting company), to help us obtain 
our permits and hire a jeep. They understood that we 
were on a tight budget (as rivers guides tend to be) ! It 
almost seemed a little like Vietnam four years ago, 
when they were switching from a country used to 
organised tours to independent travellers. But it all worked 

out quite inexpensive and soon we wound our way 
through the green lush foothills to the put in of the river. 

Tista River 
"Nothing would make me go down there" ! said Carol. 
That was the first rapid at the Managan. Lower than where 
the British team put in, but with the time and money 
restraints a good option (we also heard there were a few 
epics upstream). The first day and a half we were chal­ 
lenging enough for Paul and myself, continuous white 
water keeping our necks well stretched. We ran every­ 
thing down to Singtam. Time for the ladies to take the 
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water for the last two days. One of the first rapids we came 
across was like No5 on the Zambezi, Katinka went for 
it, Paul rescued! The rest was lots of 3-4+. The larger vol­ 
ume mentally tired the paddlers more used to smaller 
rivers, but the beauty of the valley kept us all in high spir­ 
its. Jeep support proved it's worth as we were picked up 
every night were we wanted; we then travelled to the 
other side of the country when it became time for 
those permits to come into action. 

Rangit River 
Starting below the hydro station (always a good idea), 

Holiday 
Paddlers: 

Carol Thomas, 
Paul Cripps, 
Colin Hill and 
Katinka Van 
Der Brug 

My personnel 
thanks to: 
Pyranha 

Kayaks and 
Palm Canoe 
Products 

the river. Carol felt 
more at home on 
with the low volume 
and we stopped at a 
steaming sulphur 
spring by the river 
side. Paul stripped 
and joined the soup 
of bodies, as the rest ofus were happy with the play waves 
beside. The river was 4+ for the first 12km where a bridge 
was ideal to put in or take out. The rest of the day to 
Jorethang is a pleasant grade 3 , the last day picking up 
slightly to the confluence with the Tista. 

It was interesting that we all varied in what we liked 
to paddle from enjoying 3+ to loving huge gnarly 
rapids, but we all really enjoyed what we kayaked there. 
If you were to go higher, there would be so many small­ 
er rivers to paddle! 

Kayaking aside Sikkim is a beautiful country with strong 
Buddhist links, and fine monasteries such as the one we 
visited at Rumtek. Famous for it's flora and unspoilt area 
for trekking and heard mountain biking ... _ .... a destination 
to think about. 

Hints on visas etc. 
You need an Indian visa, but try to get Sikkim on that 
visa. Once in Sikkim you then need a permit for cer­ 
tain areas (obtained from tourist board or Taishila 
tours). A group of four or more makes it easier. We 
obtained our permit from Darjeeling: it only took one 
day and it's a really cool place. Sikkim is only a mere 20 
hour bus ride from Kathmandu! We didn't hear 
of any of kayaks available in Sikkim. 

Colin Hill 

{jnoefocus feature: sikkim /1111;1 "l7 



ROBIN HOOD WATERSPORTS 
~~ ~ ~~ 

~
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F~ ./ ~_0,> 
.. ~ FINA.NC:E PYRAHNA, 

TUFF_'{ 

CORSICA OVERFLOW l dep £52 
CORSICA S 
PIROUETTE F + £63 X 6 
PIROUETTE SF TOTAL £430 
DANCERXT 
dep £43+ £52 x 6 TOTAL £355 

DANCER CLUB } dep £33 
MIRAGE cLUB Mi!~ ;255 
MICRO 230 
CREEK 280 
MOUNTAIN 300 
ACRO 270 
ACRO 300 l dep £51 

+ £63x 6 
TOTAL £429 

E(IIIIPMENT YOII CAN RELY ON 
ARTLINE SINGLE SPECIFICATION 
dep £49+ £70x 6 TOTAL £469 Price Promise ... "vve guarantee to 
ARTLINE MULTI SPECIFICATION beat any advertised price in the U.K. II 
dep £59+ £75x 6 TOTAL £509 

f OO's to clear 
SOLA LONG JOHNS 
ankel zips & knee pads 
TYPHOON EDGE LONG 
JOHN - kneepad flexible £45 
GUL SHORTIE £49.!5 

£35 GUL SHORT JOHNS 

£45 

GUL CAGS 
neop_rene cuffs & collar £25 
ROHO WETSOCK £11 
TYPHOON EDGE BOOT £19.!5 

£209 ROHO DRYSUIT 

MASTER CLUB 
dep £40+ £37x 6 TOTAL £262 
105 CSE I \_I tfJ_QJJPJ 

Yorkshire's Premier 
Canoe Centre 

152 Leeds Road, Heckmondwike, 
West Yorkshire WF16 981 

Tel: 01924 443843 Fax: 01924 474529 

You've always wanted to try it! 
FREE brochures Tel/Fax 01474 326072 day/eve 

PROFESSIONAL DIVING INSTRUCTION 
Excellent facilities/flexible timetabling 
Full range courses to instructor level. 

Pool session Sundays. 15 mins Dartford crossing 
Tel/write 29 Denton Court Road, Gravesend, Kent DA12 2HS 

REEF SCUBA 
DIVING SCHOOL 
TEL/FAX: 01474 326072 day/eve 
MOBILE: Oll3S 328135 

HSEJDES REG. 

DIVER TRAINING 

DICK DAVIS 
SCHOOL DIRECTOR 
MASTER INSTRUCTOR 474411 
MEDIC ARST AID INSTRUCTOR 
DIPLOMA OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

FIVE OAK GREEN, NR TONBRIDGE, KENT 
Tel: 01892 832128 

LARGEST SHOWROOM IN KENT 
BARN FULL OF CANOES AND KAYAKS 

cf.f.115t-"t" rce1>t1on. •• ~ ~ OAc:.GlR 

~ .pe ---~ 
~~~~~~ 
~- ~ "l!X" ~, 

MAIL ORDER 
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Coaching Conference 
January 1995 

The CANI Coaching Conference 
was held from 27-29th January at 
Tollymore Mountain Centre at the 

base of the Mourne Mountains in County 
Down. The theme for the conference was 
water safety and rescue. More than 40 
members took part in an excellent 
stimulating and enthusiastic event. The 
atmosphere throughout the weekend was 
very positive and the crack was mighty! 

The weekend began with a talk 
on: "All that can go wrong with 
designing and manufacturing 
paddles and yet still come up 
with a top class product" by 
Alistair Wilson from Lendal 
Products. This was a superb talk 
which gave tremendous insight 
into paddles designs, produc­ 
tions and innovations. Alistair 
stayed throughout the confer­ 
ence and was extremely helpful 
to those who were constantly 
bombarding him for advice and 
answers to queries. 

Safe WW Paddling 
Steve White from Palm Canoe 
Products kicked off on Saturday 
morning with an input on gear for 

safe WW paddling. Again, an 
excellent session in which Steve 
highlighted the fact that gear was 
being designed more and more 
for comfort and performance to 
keep you out of trouble - rather 
than being something to fall back 
on when you botch it! 

This was followed by Steve 
Brown's silly grades slide show 
and a short debate on grading and 
attitudes among WW paddlers. By 
this stage we all needed a large 
injection of caffeine as the boring 
aul sea canoeists were on next! 

After coffee Oisin and Mike 
looked at sea safety from a 
canoeists point of view which 
was followed by the same theme 
from the Coastguard. 

Coastguard 
Alan Pritchard - our local sector 
officer - gave an excellent and 
informative chat on the workings 
of the coastguard in N Ireland with 
particular reference to canoeists. 
Alan's positive and helpful 
approach did much to win over the 
paddlers and to improve canoeists 
and coastguard links. As a result 
of the input at the conference 
CANI and Belfast Coastguard 
have been looking at methods of 
further improving links - through 
drawing up pro-formas for trips and 
registering clubs and paddlers 
through a specially designed 
CG66 registration form. Joint 
exercises, VHF operators and 
coastal navigation courses (free!) 
specifically for paddlers are also 
in the pipeline. 

Saturday after lunch was the 
opportunity to see if all the hot air 
that had been expelled in the 
morning really worked - so work­ 
shops were organised on : 

WW Safety and 
Rescue 
WW safety and rescue - Down on 
the local river to look at reading 
water assessing risk problem 
solving and playing with bits of 
string and pulleys! 

Open Canoe safety & rescue 
- Looking at the specific problems 
associated with open canoes 
both on moving and open water. 

Sea safety and rescue - With 
the Coastguard - playing with 
real live flares in real live boats on 
real water, dealing with a "genuine" 
accident and communicating rel­ 
evant information on VHF to CG 
ie playing on the radios while 
afloat! 

Try any boat session - Speaks 
for itself really - playing in boats! 

NVQ's 
After dinner and complimentary 
wine Geoff Good (BCU Director 
of Coaching) gave us an input into 
NVQs and the way forward with­ 
in the coaching scheme! It may 
have been the wine - but he sur­ 
vived this unscathed and actually 
got a fairly positive response - well 
done Geoff - only you could man­ 
age it! 

Next Ray Rowe (canoeing 
fame generally) gave us our 
Keynote lecture on the develop- 

ments within safety and rescues 
over the last ... years! This was 
brilliant - both highly entertaining 
at times while very serious at 
others. It put into context many of 
the things we had been exploring 
over the weekend and tied every­ 
thing together in a way that only 
Ray can do. 

Sunday morning was spent 
back at the workshops where 
we played on the water again. 
After lunch Geoff came on again 
with "NVQs and the way forward 
within the coaching scheme" - Part 
2. Again Geoff's humorous and 
practical approach won the day 
and everyone felt more assured 
that the BCU hadn't entirely lost 
it's way! 

NVQs vvithin CANI 
Our final open forum looked at the 
implementation of dreaded NVQs 
within CANI and debated (fur­ 
ther) the even more dreaded 
implementation of the CANI 
guidebook. Concerns were raised 
that by producing a guide we 
could incur access problems 
through a greater influx of paddlers 
from across the water and the bor­ 
der. However we came up with a 
solution - a sliding scale of cost 
for the book: 

• Free to CANI members 
• £5 to non members 
• £10 to the Scots 
• £15 to the Welsh 
• £20 to the English 
• £30 to Southerners and £50 

to those from Dublin!! 

On such a note the Conference 
ended and we all went ~ 
home. _'«1 
Mike McClure 

I Many Thanks I 
to our contributors and Sponsors 

particularly to: Tollymore Centre 

staff, Hilllrekker, Alistair Wilson 

(Lendal Products), Steve White 

(Palm Canoe Products), Alan 

Pritchard (HM coastguard), Geoff 

Good and Ray Rowe. Thanks 

guys - you are what made ii! 
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Paddle Strokes 

Bridge Work. 
TEL: 

• 
• 

. 
. 

CREWE+ALSAGER FACULTY 
INTERESTED IN A CAREER IN THE OUTDOORS? 

BSc (Hons) Education or BA/BSc Combined Studies 
studying Core Science, with Environmental Science or Life Science or Outdoor Studies. Other 
subject combinations are available in Combined Studies eg PE or Geography. Outdoor studies 
units include Mountain Leadership, Rock Climbing Supervision and Canoe Instructor Training. 

Staff qualifications include British Mountain Guide and B.C.U. Inland Kayak Coach. 
Also available: 

BSc (Hons) Environmental Studies 
HND in Science (Environmental Analysis and Monitoring) 

Further information available from Division of Environmental Science, 
The Manchester Metropolitan University, Crewe+Alsager Faculty, Crewe Green Road, Crewe, Cheshire CW! I DU. 

Tel: 0161 247 5250 Fax: 01612476372 
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Upper Conway 
T he Upper Conway access agreement for 1994 - 

1995 has now concluded (28th February). Preliminary 
analysis of the logbook returns made at Cotswold 

Camping, Betws y Coed show the following figures: 

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb 
10 13 21 16 10 
125 211 298 222 164 

Total 
70 Days Used 
1020 No. of 

Canoeists 
16% 
42% 

Percentage of WCA Members 
Percentage BCU Members 
(excluding WCA) 
Others (Non-members/indeterminate) 40% 

There have been few problems this year but the parking 
arrangements with Conwy Falls and Cafe seem to have 
helped. The logging-in system at Cotswold Camping once again 
worked reasonably well. The WCA wishes to thank the 
National Trust and the other riparian owners, the owners of 
the Conwy Falls and Cafe and the management and staff at 
Cotswold Camping for their help and cooperation Thanks is 
also due to many canoeists who benefitted from the agree­ 
ment and whose generally excellent behaviour on and off the 
water make next year's negotiations a little easier. 

The considerable cost of maintainirq this agreement is 
borne solely by the members of the WCA. This year Cotswold 
Camping provided the opportunity for canoeists to make a vol­ 
untary donation to the WCA access fund. The sum of £57.80 
was raised and this will appear in the accounts of the WCA 
as donations to the funding of the access effort. Many thanks 
the those who obviously felt that this agreement needs to be 
supported. 

Also for the first time this year the closed day on the 18th 
of January was used to inspect the river with the National Trust 
and the NRA. There was some erosion on the bank at the seal 
launch fall upstream of Penmachno bridge, probably because 
the ladder washed away some weeks before had not been 
replaced, but not enough to cause serious concern. The site 
is expected to recover fully in the 'close' season. Generally rela­ 
tions remain good, though parking on the Penmachno bridge 
on Sundays has again attracted comment from the Penmachno 
Community Council. This is a serious issue which will have 
to be resolved before next October. 

CONDITIONAL CANOEING FROM 
BARTON STAITHE ONTO BARTON BROAD 

Someone amongst us who came canoeing from Barton 
Staithe with a group of teenagers last year has allegedly 
used such unacceptable behaviour involving intimidation of 
visitors and some parishioners that complaints received 
have been acted upon by the Barton Turf Parish Council 
Staithe Management Committee resulting in a minuted ban 
on canoeing. 

I have been told of the incident and the unaccountabili­ 
ty and seriousness in which the matter has been considered 
because I am both a parishioner myself and am thought to have 
some influence and respect in canoeing circles. So much so, 
that after much negotiation and assurances given by me, the 
Barton Turf Parish Council Staithe Management Committee 
have endorsed a public notice stating the following: 

BARTON TURF PARISH COUNCIL STAITHE 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Notice is hereby given that any activities involving the 
launching of kayaks or canoes may only take place from this 
Parish Staithe under the direct authority and supervision of 
the BRITISH CANOE UNION SENIOR INSTRUCTOR CLIVE GRIT­ 
TEN Tel 01692 536877. Any infringement of this notice will 
lead to the total cessation of canoeing from here. Dated 
March 1995. 

The public notice is self-explanatory, therefore groups wish­ 
ing to canoe from Burton Turf Parish Staithe must make 
arrangements with me to maintain this fragile access agree­ 
ment. 

Clive Gritten 

NEW REGIONAL ACCESS OFFICER 
We have a new Regional Access Officer for the counties of Avon, 
Dorset, Gloucestershire, Somerset and Wiltshire in the South 
West Region. He is John Westlake, 33 Golden Vale, 
Churchdown, Gloucester GL3 2LU. Tel 01452 531218. 

John is already well known in access circles having 
attended one of the BCU Access Training Seminars as Local 
Access Officer for the Lower Wye. Many thanks to John 
Moore, who has held the fort since John Cockram stepped 
down as RAO Wessex. 

BETTER CHANCES FOR ACCESS AGREEMENTS 
Access agreements are all about local contacts and local dis­ 
cussions. To make these possible we need a team of well 
informed access officers. Special courses are being run to give 
new and existing voluntary officers the necessary skills. 
Two very good courses were run in 1994 and two more 
have been arranged for this year. If you are a Local Access Officer 
and have not been on a course (all expenses paid) please reserve 
7/8 October in your diary and contact your Regional Access 
Officer straight away for more information. 

UPPER BRISTOL AVON CATCHMENT 
MANAGEMENT PLAN 

The Access Committee have just received the final plan for 
the Upper Bristol Avon. The "Recreation" section includes the 
sentence "We (the NRA) will liaise with the BCU and Angling 
Clubs to increase access arrangements where appropriate." 
This NRA support is very welcome. It would be good to get 
an equivalent commitment in all future catchment manage­ 
ment plans. The Access Committee is liaising closely with the 
NRA officer with national responsibility for catchment man­ 
agement plans as a whole. 

HAVE FUN, HAVE A CARE - 
INFORMATION FOR RIVER CANOEISTS 

This is the message that the NRA is giving to young, inex­ 
perienced canoeists. The NRA have produced an exciting leaflet 
which gives advice and information for newcomers to our sport. 

The four main subject areas that the leaflet covers are Access, 
The Environment, Other River Users and Health and Safety. 

The leaflet also carries a removable, handy, plastic "cred- 
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it company'' which gives details of 24 hour 
telephone lines providing information use- 
ful for canoeists such as; access infor­ 
mation, river levels and major events. 

The leaflet is available from 
BCU headquarters or your local NRA 
office and is fully endorsed by the BCU 
and WCA. 

STANLEY EMBANKMENT 
ACCESS PROBLEM 

Over the Easter weekend Police have been cautioning and book­ 
ing kayakers and spectators who have been walking on 
Stanley Embankment and who have crossed land to launch 
their kayaks on the Inland Sea. 

Apparently this can now be done under the new trespass 
laws, it is not clear yet but they have been told to expect fines 
of up to £1000. 

The week before kayakers had been seen carrying their 
kayaks over the main AS and over a 6' wall that separates the 
road and the main London - Holyhead railway line, and over 
the lines. 

Obviously if this sort of behaviour continues we may find 
it harder to use this excellent facility. It would be appreciat­ 
ed by all, if kayakers used the public footpaths, kayaker from 
Four Mile Bridge on the Holyhead side of the Stanley 
Embankment. 

If anyone would like advise on access please phone 
Nigel Dennis at ASSC Tel 01407 762525. 

THE RIVER 
SEVERN CANOE 

GUIDE 
Produced by NRA 
Severn Trent Region 
is now available 
from BCU supplies 
or from the Upper 
Severn Office. For 
a copy of the 
guide please 
contact the NRA 
Recreation 
Office on 
0 1 7 4 3 
272828 or 
call BCU 
Supplies 
0116 283 
0659 

ANGLERS AND CANOEISTS MEET AGAIN 
The Angling and Canoeing Liaison Group has met again for 
the first time in several years, with the National Rivers 

Authority taking on the responsibility of chairing its 
meetings and acting as an honest broker between the 
groups. 

The first of the new series of meetings was 
held earlier this month to consider the relationship 
between anglers and canoeists and areas of common 
interest, such as river access. 

The meeting was attended by representatives of 
the British Canoe Union, the National Association 

of Fisheries and Angling Consultative's and 
the National Farmers Union. It was chaired by 

NRA board member John Wheatley. 
Much of the first meeting was spent review­ 

:7 ing the present situation. The relationship between 
:, the two user groups was held to be a generally good 

and creating new access agreements was held to be 
the best means of establishing and managing shared 

~, use of rivers where a statutory right of navigation does 
not exist. It was agreed that the group should continue 

to meet to address issues associated with the debate over 
the management of future demands on rivers. 

The next meeting of the group will be held in llii.,. 
October 1995. ••• 
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and handy hints 

An Hot istic Approach to 
Whitewater Paddling 
The Lead In 
Whitewater paddling has been 
pursued as a recreational pas­ 
time for over eighty years, as the 
skills and technology have 
developed so has the difficul­ 
ty of the rivers attempted. There 
are many sections of rivers 
which less than ten years ago 
were the domain of a small 
number of whitewater paddlers. 
Today such rivers are often fre­ 
quented by the masses. While 
some critics have claimed that 
such increases in numbers 
paddling severe whitewater are 
due predominantly to the plas­ 
tic revolution, the fact remains 
that many of today's plastic 
boaters have greater handling 
skills than their predecessors. 

The level of boat handling 
skills are probably at the highest 
that they have ever been, though 
no doubt the future will see further 
developments leading to even 
better skills. The development of 
such skills is undoubtedly a good 
thing, yet the story does not end 
there. In order to further expand 
on this an observed case has 
been used to highlight the main 
points. 

Moving Into Position 
This article came about due to 
observations made on a number 
of Scottish rivers. On one such 
case, which is by no means typ­ 
ical, I watched nine paddlers from 
two universities paddle the right 
hand fall on Eas a Chataidh on the 
Orchy. The Orchy is a relatively big 
volume river, as far as the UK 
goes, of which the majority of the 
water goes over the fall in ques­ 
tion. Easa Chataidh, at most flow 
levels, has two possible routes the 
left and the right. Both are serious 
propositions but protectable, 
though the left hand side is prob- 

by Dave Grant 
ably easier to protect as this has 
the main track by which many 
people portage the rapid. Both 
drops fall into a large amphithe­ 
atre-like pool that is drained by a 
flat but moving current through a 
narrow exit some 30-40m below 
the falls. Once into the pool the 
swimmer could easily be picked 
up or make their way to the side. 

The river was at reasonable 
height forming a powerful stopper 
at the bottom of the 17ft drop. 
Out of those whom I watched, 
four swam while the others 
escaped lightly with a fairly nasty 
trouncing in the hole. The decision 
that the paddlers made to paddle 
the fall is not the point of this arti­ 
cle. Everyone has the right to 
make their own decision whether 
to paddle or not. The point of this 
article is about the way in which 
these paddlers took on the fall. 

On arrival at the fall some pad­ 
dlers, who were walking back to 
their boats, were asked whether 
they were going to shoot the falls. 
They replied ·yes'. On question­ 
ing which side they were going to 
do they said that they had just seen 
someone shoot the right hand 
side cleanly. They then went on to 
say that they had never seen 
anyone shoot that side before 
and that it looked quite easy. With 
the morbid curiosity of any spec­ 
tator I went to watch them. 

The safety cover provided for 
the paddlers was appalling. There 
were a number of paddlers with 
throwlines situated in the flat 
water at the exit of the pool. 
Considering that the falls were 
30-40m away the usefulness of 
their siting (bearing in mind that 
most throwlines are rarely longer 
than 25m in length) was only to pull 

swimmers out who were floating 
by and was of no use should any­ 
one have ended up stuck in the 
stopper at the base of the falls. 

Sure enough a number of peo­ 
ple were caught in the stopper or 
in the towback, albeit for a brief 
time. It may be that the accumu­ 
lated mental power of everyone on 
the bank shouting· SWIM' to the 
swimmer, who was getting sucked 
back in to the stopper, worked! 
However, it is not a technique 
widely accepted and may be a 
while before telekinetic extrac­ 
tion becomes part of the advance 
proficiency syllabus. Setting up pro­ 
tection for the stopper below the 
drop was possible, however, it 
would have meant that someone 
would have had to paddle over to 
the opposite bank next to the fall. 

Those throwlines that were 
used were at times more of a 
hazard to the swimmer than a 

. help. One swimmer had three 
throwlines thrown at him, there was 
a fourth but it was tangled so it did 
not make it further than 1 Oft from 
the thrower, which seemed to 
confuse the swimmer enough to 
allow him to get one rope wrapped 
around his neck. 

Luck was certainly with that 
group that day as they appeared 
to suffer little from their experience 
bar a cold swim, yet others have 
not been so lucky. There have 
been cases of swimmers being 
pulled out of the stopper and hav­ 
ing to be resuscitated. The 'What 
If?' game does not bear thinking 
about in this case. Luck was on 
their side this time but what about 
next time? The technical learning 
points from this case are too 
many to cover in this article. any 
good advanced whitewater course 

should cover those points and 
more, so if you want to know 
those learning points were, get on 
a course. 

Finding the Sweet 
Spot 
From observation the actual boat 
skills of most of those paddlers 
were good, however, their river 
sense was most definitely dubious 
to say the least. The whereabouts 
of where and how they learnt 
their boat skills may prove useful 
in understanding why there was 
an apparent lack of river sense. 
The advent or rodeo paddling 
has no doubt played a major part 
in improving boat handling skills, 
as has the use of such sites as 
Holme Pierrepont. A mistake at 
Holme Pierrepont may lead to 
an embarrassing swim but little 
else. The whole idea behind such 
a site is that paddlers can practise 
their boat skills in a safe envi­ 
ronment. Every instructor and 
coach that knows that a student's 
learning ability is seriously affect­ 
ed if they feel threatened. The 
job of the coach is to create a safe 
environment for the student in 
order for them to develop. The 
water features on artificial sites 
such as Holme Pierrepont are 
inherently safe which means that 
paddlers can learn and practise 
their whitewater boat skills with lit­ 
tle fear. Likewise rodeo promotes 
the peak of boat handling skill in 
a "safe environment'. If some­ 
one swims they are likely to suf­ 
fer the derision of their fellow 
paddlers for a while but in reality 
little harm is done. 

Both rodeo and artificial sites 
are essential for the development 
of whitewater paddling but they 
generally concentrate on one 
aspect of whitewater paddling, 
i.e boat skills. Boat handling skills, 
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while an integral part of white­ 
water paddling, is but one part of 
a whitewater paddlers' make up. 
The remaining part comprises of 
what could be called river sense. 
This encompasses such knowl­ 
edge as river reading, whitewater 
leadership, site protection and 
rescue. Boat handling is skill ori­ 
ented, while river sense is ori­ 
ented towards understanding the 
environment in which whitewa­ 
ter paddling takes place and min­ 
im ising the risks found in such an 
environment. By definition rivers 
are inherently hazardous envi­ 
ronments, a hazard being a situ­ 
ation or set of circumstances 

which can cause harm to people. 
Whereas a risk is the chance, 
great or small, that someone will 
be harmed by the hazard. The risk 
taken by a paddler is in how they 
can overcome those hazards. 
River sense is about risk assess­ 
ment and how to minimise the 
risks by implementing any num­ 
ber of tools gained through expe­ 
rience or tuition, e.g. whitewater 
leadership. 

Ender!! 
This has not been written as an 
attack against rodeo paddlers or 
Holme Pierrepont boaters. We 
all know that there are play boaters 

who are expert in both boat han­ 
dling skills and river sense, like­ 
wise we have all seen paddlers 
who seem to be aware of what the 
river is capable of doing but do not 
have the boat handling skills to 
cope. What this article is attempt­ 
ing to do is to raise the awareness 
about the seriousness and com­ 
plexity of paddling whitewater. 
Becoming an advanced white­ 
water paddler does not stop with 
the rise in your boat skills. These 
are but one aspect that is need­ 
ed to become a safe whitewater 
paddler. Recognising and rein­ 
forcing this in our own paddling and 
amongst those whom we pad- 

die with, will help us to become 
safer paddlers in our approach to 
whitewater paddling. 

It could well be that this is 
preaching to the converted, 
but only through reinforcing 
this point amongst informed 
paddlers will the message get 
out to those keen yet unin­ 
formed paddlers. Safe white­ 
water paddling is not just about 
boat handling skills it is about 
understanding the environ­ 
ment and its associated hazards 
and how to manage~ 
those hazards so as to 
minimise the risk. 

VHF Marine Radio 
Transceivers in Sea Kayaki 
Why Use a VHF Radio? 
If you choose to paddle to escape from the buzzes, whirs 
and clicks that seem to punctuate modern life, and never 
want to make contact with another human soul while 
you're out; a radio is not for you. Alternatively, 
when you go offshore, you might get a little peace of 
mind and enjoy yourself more if you take a VHF 
radio with you. 

:.---, Paddlers gear 

SPECIAL 

Modern marine hand-held radio 
transceivers (transmitter/receivers) 
are compact, water resistant, easy 
to use, and affordable. Designed 
for (point to point) transmission and 
reception of speech, they make 
remote two way conversations on 
pre-set channels easy. This sys­ 
tem is dedicated to maritime users, 
its operating procedures are well 
proven and very effective. As a VHF 
operator, you become part of a net­ 
work of seafaring people who look 
out for one another and can relay 
open distress calls to the rescue 
services. If you have an emer- 

gency, you can talk directly to the 
rescue co-ordinator; who is famil­ 
iar with the sea, and will understand 
what you say and your situation (the 
international language of the sea 
is English). 

Although basic sets now retail 
at less than £100, you get what you 
pay for. A much better option is a 
modern synthesised transceiver. 
In early 1995 you can buy a fully 
synthesised, water resistant (splash 
proof), reliable and versatile piece· 
of kit for something under £200, its 
waterproof (submersible) equivalent 
will set you back around £400. 

Although you need an operating 
licence there is no operating 
charge (except for radio telephone 
link calls). VHF radios can be 
used for many things, including: 
• Making calls to other boats 

(including other kayaks) 
• Obtaining weather information 
• Obtaining traffic information 
• Leaving passage plans 
• Updating passage plans (whilst 

on the water) 
• Making 'telephone' calls 
• Obtaining position advice (by 

request or in emergency) 
• Distress calls 

Getting Licensed 
You need to go on a course to get 
trained and take a test before you 
qualify for a licence. These cours­ 
es are very straightforward and are 
aimed at the ordinary person. 
They are non-technical, and include 
all the training you need, including 
all the operating procedures, and 
the necessary test. A typical 
course is usually only one day 
long (often a Sunday). Yacht 
clubs actively encourage their 
members to get licensed, so lots 
of cheap courses are available. 
Don't be put off from using a radio 
because you need a licence, if 
you can get yourself around on the 
sea you'll have no problem qual­ 
ifying for a licence. 

Calling Other Craft 
With a radio you can keep in touch 
with other groups in the area and 
out on the water at the same time. 
Before you go on the water, it 
helps to agree on a working chan­ 
nel (after checking on availability 
and suitability) and the rest is 
simple. If you want to talk to a boat 
you encounter on the water (and 
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assuming you both have radios), 
you make a brief initial contact 
on channel 16, the called vessel 
then nominates an appropriate 
operating channel for your traf­ 
fic. 

Weather Reports 
Your VHF radio can be used to get 
a weather forecast for a particular 
sea area, or details of the cur­ 
rent weather out at sea. Coast 
guard stations, Maritime Rescue 
Co-Ordination Centres (MRCC's) 
and Maritime Rescue Sub-Centres 
(MRSC's) give scheduled weath­ 
er forecasts covering the usual 
sea areas. The forecast is broad­ 
cast at a time published in 
almanacs, broadcasts are repeat­ 
ed every four hours (or every tow 
hours during gales). In general an 
announcement is made on chan­ 
nel 16, and the forecast follows on 
channel 67. Similar arrangements 
are made for warnings about ship­ 
ping hazards and shipping traffic. 
Examples: 
• Brixham CG (Devon) MRSC, 

gives forecasts at 0050 and 
every four hours afterwards 

• Holyhead (Anglesey) MRSC 
issues forecasts at 0235 and 
every four hours afterwards. 

• The coast guard will also 
issue warnings of severe 
weather, as dictated by the 
weather, by means of an All 
Stations broadcast on 
channel 16, the actual 
forecast will usually follow 
immediately on a named 
channel, usually channel 67. 

Making Telephone 
Calls 
British Telecom International (BT!) 
operate a number of coastal radio 
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stations and offer many services 
including the facility to make tele­ 
phone calls from your kayak. 
These are known as YTD calls, for 
Yacht Telephone Debit, or link 
calls. Other services offered by BTI 
coasts stations are weather fore­ 
casts, and sometimes radio direc­ 
tion finding. The following are a few 
examples of BTI stations and ser­ 
vices offered. 
Lands End Radio: 
Operating on channels 16, 27, 
64, 85, 88 Weather on ch 27 or 64 
Anglesey Radio: 
Operating on channels 16, 26 28, 
61, weather on ch 26 at 0703 & 
1903 and on request 
Skye Radio: 
Operating on channels 16 and 
24 weather on ch 24 at 0703 and 
0903 and on request. 

Passage Plans Via 
VHF 
Many paddlers drop route card 
into the coast guard or telephone 
to advise them of a particular trip. 
Remember that this will not be 
used to initiate a rescue, your 
shore contact must do that if and 
when needed. However, using 
VHF radio is even simpler and 
more effective. Use the radio to call 
the coast guard as you are about 
to set off. You can then be sure of 
the number of people in the group; 
the number/types and colours of 
boats, the prevailing conditions 
and the final passage plans. 

If your circumstances change, 
you can easily call the coast guard 
to tell them. If you are on an 
extended trip or engaged in an 
open crossing, a quick call ashore 
or to a - mothercraft' to say that all 
is well and you're just a little late 
will out concerned minds at rest. 

When you end your journey 
and before you go ashore, a radio 
call to the Coast guard to con­ 
firm that you're safe is efficient, quick 
and simple. It is also courteous to 
thank them for their vigilance. 
This also avoids the risk of getting 
comfy in the pub and forgetting to 
make the call. 

You may see some unusual 
traffic, and suspect a rescue or 
search is on going. With a radio, 
you can actively help by switching- 

on and listening-in to channel 16. 
You can call back if and when 
appropriate, to eliminate your 
group from the search. This 
releases the rescue services to 
focus on the real problem. 

Two features are useful for 
this, the dual watch facility (which 
lets the receiver share its time 
between two channels) or alter­ 
natively prioritised scanning (which 
lets the receiver share its time 
between many channels but with 
half the total time set to a priority 
channel (usually channel 16), typ­ 
ically about one tenth of a second 
is spent on each channel). 

VHF Distress Calls 
We take great care to minimise the 
risks inwlved in kayaking. However, 
some day we might be in real 
need of outside help and want to 
raise the alarm. On sea trips, I 

· carry a number of distress flares 
for use in an emergency. However, 
it has to be said that each flare is 
a primitive firework, a one-off 
device, which may not be seen and 
is only really tested in anger. 

In comparison, the radio can be 
tested whenever you like. The 
battery on a VHF radio usually 
lasts abut six hours if left on stand­ 
by, but will give about 30 minutes 
of continuous use when trans­ 
mitting full power. If you limit 
each mayday call to 30 seconds, 
you have up to 60 opportunities to 
raise the alarm. You can tell 
someone else (not necessarily 
the coast guard) of your problem 
and it is a great relief to have your 
call acknowledged, you know that 
you have got through! No sys­ 
tem is perfect, so take flares and 
a radio; they complement one 
another. 

Position Advice 
Did you know that the Coast Guard 
can quickly and easily get a bear­ 
ing on your VHF transmissions 
?. The equipment used for this is 
a OF (for Direction Finding) receiv­ 
er. This facility is always available 
for use in an emergency and is 
sometimes available by request. 

Some Technical 
Questions Answered 
Q How Far Out Will It Work? 
A A good transceiver will have a 

performance which complies 
with the appropriate European 
Te le communications 
Specification. Most handheld 
sets offer two transmitter power 
settings (Low: about 1 Watt, and 
High: about 5 Watts). 
Using a VHF radio, the nor­ 
mal maximum communica­ 
tions ranges from a kayak 
(with a 3' aerial height) are: 

• 4 nmiles to another kayak (3' 
aerial height) 

• 15 nmiles to a large cargo ves­ 
sel 

• 23 nmiles to coast guard sta­ 
tions on high diffs (aerial at 3007 
This assumes fair weather 

conditions! Sometimes the 
weather may help the signals 
along a bit, giving unusu­ 
ally extended range (this is 
when we have those spe­ 
cial announcements about 
getting continental TV on 
top of our favourite domes­ 
tic TV programmes.) 

Q How Many Channels Should 
A Receiver Have? 

A There are 57 separate channels 
in the mobile maritime band, but 
you can get-by on much less. 
All sets must have Channel 
16 and Channel 6. 

• Channel 16 is the maritime 
distress and safety channel, 
it should be used wisely and 
sparingly. 

• Channel 6 is the working chan­ 
nel on a set with only two chan­ 
nels. 

• Channel 67 is the intership 
channel and most usefully, the 
small craft safety channel. 

• Channel 12 and 14 are often 
used for port operation, so 
these are highly desirable. 

• Charts produced for yacht 
cruising (eg lmray, Laurie et al) 
show the recommended chan­ 
nel for coast guard stations, 
Port Authorities and marinas. 
A quick look at the chart for your 
area will be a useful guide to the 
channels you need, alternatively 
look in that old standby, the 
nautical almanac. Even the 
most basic modern sets offer 
12 channels, and this is often 
acceptable. Some radio trans­ 
ceivers have frequency syn­ 
thesisers to create the signals. 
These synthesised receivers are 
very stable and accurate and 
are push button operated (less 
chance for operator error when 
tuning). By design, these actu­ 
ally have all the available chan­ 
nels. Synthesised sets are 
worth having and are now very 
competitively priced. 

Q How Waterproof Should It 
Be? 

A an ideal world your set would 
float, be waterproof and cost 
next to nothing. Several good, 
ruggedised, waterproof sets 
are available, and even some 
of these float, but they cost a 
fair sum. As more waterproof 
sets enter the market, their 
price is steadily dropping. A 
good alternative is a splash 
proof (water resistant) set in an 
aquasac (ie see-through dry 
bag). The bag keeps the nasty 
salt water out, makes these 
buoyant and offers some pro­ 
tection against sand, fuel and 
the like. You need to take rea­ 
sonable care with the radio in 
a dry bag, but I think a little 
respect and a regular check on 
condition is a small price to 
pay. In general, and for about 
the same specification, a splash 

proof set will cost you less 
than half the price of its sub­ 
mersible counterpart. You pay 
you money and take your 
choice! 

Q What About the Mobile 
Phone? 

A Mobile or portable telephones 
are an option which is becom­ 
ing popular with inland paddlers 
and some centres. Probably 
because you don't need a 
licence and because of the 
low cost of sets. The VHF 
marine radio system exists 
exclusively for the seafarer, 
the mobile phone system does 
not. In my view the mobile 
phone is not an ideal option for 
sea kayaking. The main dis­ 
advantages of the mobile phone 
are: 

• - No Safety Network 
• When in distress, no one other 

than the number called can 
hear your call. If your signal is 
weak and cannot reach the 
called number, tough luck. 
Call relays via nearby users are 
not an option. 

• -No Direction Finding Facility 
• Your transmissions won't be 

used to find our where you 
are! 

• -Uses the overloaded public 
telephone system 

• Now that Ford are gMng mobile 
radio telephones away with 
new cars, the utilisation will 
boom. As a result, you may be 
put on hold because the sys­ 
tem can't cope (eg whilst Del 
boy closes his latest deal from 
the back of the Capri Ghia). 

• -High System charges and 
call charges 

• You pay to call-up the weath­ 
er, you pay to call the Coast 
guard .. .in short the more you 
use the phone the more you 
pay. 

Summary 
Sea kayakers would be wise to 
adopt the modern synthesised 
hand held VHF transceiver. The 
sets are very useful and afford­ 
able, complementing the range 
of equipment good paddlers 
already carry. You can; keep in 
contact with other paddlers, con­ 
tact the authorities to tell them of 
your journey, find out about the 
weather, find out about traffic, find 
out where you are, and raise the 
alarm in an emergency. These 
days there are fewer working 
coastal look-out posts, but lots of 
eyes and ears aboard boats on 
the water, including yours. This 
radio network exists for you, 
become part of it. 

Andy Stamp 
Senior Lecturer in 

Electronic 
Communications 
Engineering 
University of llii... 

Plymouth_ ••• 
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The most comprehensive Mail 
Order Catalogue 95 

covering 

AFFINITY SHOP 
STOHLQUIST 
WATERWARE 

NOW OUT 
RING 0161 833 1500 

HOT NEWS 
Stohlquist Cataract Dry Cag 

Now only £69.95 

' in Redhill, Surrey 
01737 644288 

The Aquasports Company is the ideal 
teaching environment. A SO acre lake set 
in a beautiful country park just S minutes 

off the M25 Junction 8 in Surrey 
~,-c,,·u-11·1·4·1 1,2, & 3 * training every weekend. 
Inland proficiency, safety tests, Tl. & Instructor 
assessment weekends and pool training avail­ 
able. 

Membership Available all year round. River 
Trips, Thursdays b.b.qs. Canoe Polo, Surf 
expeditions. 

Sports Shop Fully stocked shop. Boats, 
cags, paddles, accessories galore. 

For further details phone: 

01737 644288 

Wiltshire 
County Council 

YOUTH & 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 

BRITISH 
CANOE 
UNION 

ADMISSION 
Individuals 

Adults - £2 Childrens & OAP's -£1 
Under 1 O's with parents "free" 

CARS 
Car parking on site - 50p per car 
Free parking in the town centre 

SWIMMIMG POOL 
Various activities in the pool 

including: 
Come and try canoeing for beginners 

test paddle traders boats 
All free 

Bring your swimwear and a towel 

SATURDAY &SUNDAY 
17th & 18'th JUNE 
10.00am - 5.00pm 

PEWSEY SPORTS CENTRE • WILCOT ROAD 
PEWSEY • WILTSHIRE • SN9 SEW 

TELEPHONE: 01672 62469 

Junction 15 
M4 Pewsey is 6 Bristol London 

miles from 
Marlborough 

A345 Marlborough & 
Pewsey 

12 miles from 
Wincanton ToM3 Amesbury A303 

Amesbury 

NATIONAL CANOEING EXHIBITION 
{jnoe focus 



BCU 
Handbook 
Dear Focus 
Can I make a request to the BCU that they 
produce an abridged version of their canoe­ 
ing · handbook'. My dictionary's descrip­ 
tion of a handbook is a • short manual or 
guidebook', but the BCU's epic of over 500 
pages is more on the scale of, and from what 
I have read so far, could more properly be 
called the ·scu Canoeing Bible'. I do 
however think that it's well written, and as 
a fountain of knowledge is a fine piece of work, 
and from my limited experience it would 
appear to encompass most canoeing even­ 
tualities, and I'm sure I'll while away many 
more hours thumbing through its pages. 
However, it's not what I thought I was pur­ 
chasing, which was a • handbook'. 

The present format is OK as a full blown 
reference book on canoeing, but would 
you please produce a corresponding hand­ 
book, which is brief and to the point, with 
any excess flannel removed and without any 
unnecessary repetitions. This could be 
culled very easily from the present book, and 
as an incentive, I would expect selling two 
publications side by side could well increase 
BCU revenue. 

Finally, one specific point I would like 
to make is that I found the sections on the 
BCU paddling standards/qualifications/cooch­ 
ing levels particularly difficult to follow. 
Having read them two or three times, I'm still 
left confused about what exactly is required, 
and the reasoning behind all the different stan­ 
dards. I suspect that if I had some form of 
canoeing background, all would be clear as 
daylight but the point I'm trying to make is 
that a handbook should be both clear and 
self explanatory. 

p.s. Your report on the Lyme Bay tragedy 
in the February issue referred to the recog­ 
nised method of drawing attention by ·wav­ 
ing paddles'. If that is the case, I am 
disappointed that I have so far been unable 
to find such a reference in the handbook. 

John Bates 

Ed. Most paddlers view The Canoeing 
Handbook as a useful basic reference which 
gives a good grounding in most aspects of 
canoesport. It would be difficult to cover eve,y 
aspect of the sport in a more concise way, 
given the diversity of the sport. 

What you would find useful is the BCV 
booklet 'How to be a Canoeing Star" which 
is available from BCV supplies, or the 
BCV Office. The book is very much aimed 
at beginner, and guides the paddler through 
an easy progression of skills (Star test 
syllabus) 

As tar as waving your paddles to attract 
attention is concerned, this is so com­ 
monplace and natural that it has not so 
tar been documented. 

Letters Page 

Your opportunity to write in and comment on what is going on in canoeing today. 

Canadian Friends 
Dear Focus 
I would like to thank all the people who helped us out with 
our visit to the UK. After an all day ferry and 767 jet ride 
from Canada, we finally touched down at Heathrow, very 
tired and sore. We were met by our saviour Kevin Mansell 
who after saying our "How are you's" we followed at a brisk 
pace through a maze of people and never ending stairs, esca­ 
lators, sub-ways and finally a train to come out to the 
core of London. We were put up at the Scott's house 
where along with about a dozen other paddlers from the UK, 
Germany and Scotland, we had a place to lay our heads for 
the next 2 nights while we took in the Ganoe Exhibition. Shir1ey, 
Ruth and Peter Scott kept us fed, warm and mobile. With 
our own chaperon Kevin, we met all the familiar names in 
the canoe industry from many of the manufacturers to 
BCU people. Now we can attach a real person to the names 
we've read about for years. 

After the exhibition, it was off to Jersey where Nicky, 
Sarah and Lisa Mansell entertained not only us, but our daugh­ 
ter Ernette. They helped us celebrate Ernette's first birth­ 
day (we hope she'll remember it). 

Kevin Mansell rounded up some good people from the 
Jersey Canoe Club and had us go through our BCU Instructor 
Assessment. The guys were great. We exchanged stories 
over a few beers and compared Westcoast of North America 
to the UK with canoeing skills and certification etc. We were 
refreshed for canoeing again in seeing how structured 
the BCU system is and how it benefits the sport of canoe­ 
ing. Back home seem flat, boring and chaotic with the absence 
of guidance from a regulating body. We feel rejuvenated 
to pick up the paddle once again and feel good about 
offering better run courses for our customers. We know we'll 
be back, in fact I'm going to the Scottish Symposium in May 
where I'll participate in my first ceilidh. 

So we thank everyone that we met who helped us on our 
travels. You also gave us a goal to go for - to keep up the 
good work back home knowing that we have the support in 
the UK to keep us motivated for a better paddling world out 
here. 
Cheers from Gordon, Janice and 

Ernette Hutchings - Sea Trek 
Sports Ltd 

Inuit Poetry 
Dear Focus 
Whilst reading through some poems 
not related to canoeing at all, I came 
across this lnnuit poem which just goes 
to show that composition of kayak 
poems is not new. Thought you may 
be interested: 

And I thought over again 
My small adventures 
As with a share-wind I drifted out 
Inmy kayak 
And thau.ght I was in danger, 

My fears, 
Those small ones 
That I thought so big, 
For all the vital things 
I had to get and reach. 

And yet there is only 
One great thing, 
The only thing: 
To live to see in huts and on journeys 
The great day that dawns, 
And the light that fills the world. 

Nuala Mullholland 

Dear Sir/Madam 
On Monday 19 December our group of paddlers from Wigan paddled a section 
of the river Lune in Cumbria. About half a mile before the junction with the river 
Rawthey we found a canoe high on the bank amongst trees. As the river had been 
iii flood that weekend and there was nothing to suggest the canoe had been delib­ 
erately left we have brought it to the above address. There is a clear name Rob 
Lee and a telephone number which has faded. I have tried combinations of tele­ 
phone numbers without being able to trace him. 

Yours hopefully 
Robert Andrews 

Ed Give the BCU office a ring Mr Lee and we can arrange for you to be re-unit­ 
ed. Is there a good story here? 

Police get a result on Stolen Canoe 
Dear Focus 
I am fortunate to work in a_ building with 
grounds stretching to the River Thames and dur­ 
ing the winter, I kept my green Perception 
sea canoe in the grounds so that I could have 
an occasional lunch time paddle. In January 
this year the boat disappeared! This seemed 
a little strange because the ground were 
patrolled by Group 4 and the riverside is not 
accessible by road. The river was flowing fast 
in January so a theft over water by anyone but 
an experienced paddler seemed unlikely, par­ 
ticularly as all the hatches and fittings tor the 
boat were still in my room. 

Somewhat surprised that a 5 metre long 
25 kg. sea kayak without hatches could have 
been stolen, I went through the formalities of 
reporting the theft to the police and started till­ 
ing in insurance claim forms. Not anticipating 
that I would ever see the boat again and need­ 
ing a replacement, I phoned various manu­ 
facturers for catalogues. All the manufacturers 
had friendly and helpful people answering 
the phone, and at Perception they told me 
that they hadn, rrnde boats like mine in the groon 
tor some time. They took my name and address, 
sent me catalogues and said they would let me 
know if anyone tried to buy replacement hatch- 
es in green. · 

Several weeks later, I had a call from 
Uckfield CID who needed information from me. 
Someone had tried to buy green hatches from 
Perception. Unlortunately he had refused to give 
his address and left a doubtful name and tele­ 
phone number. It was still unlikely that anything 
would happen - this was hardly the biggest crime 
that the police were trying to solve and the infor­ 
mation that might enable them to find the 
thief looked unreliable. To my frustration I 
now Knew that there was someone out there 
with my boat - almost useless without its 
hatches, and I was unlikely to see it again. 

Then came the "Big Surprise". Early one 
morning I had a call from the Marine Division 

at Maidenhead Police station. -Would I please 
go to the police station, identify a sea kayak that 
fitted the description of mine and make a 
statement. The kayak was mine. The police had 
visited a house early that morning, found the 
boat and arrested someone who had admitted 
taking the bat without the owner's consent. (As 
it happens the officer concerned with the 
arrest is a competitor in the Devises to 
Westminster race this year and used his own 
'V' bars to collect the boat). 

I now have my boat back. The person 
who took it is now fingerprinted, photographed 
and part of criminal records. Having no pre­ 
vious convictions he received a formal caution. 

My thanks to Perception and to the police 
for a very efficient service and initiatives 
beyond the normal course of duty. 

David Bagshaw 

Dear Editor 
I am secretary of the Liverpool 
University canoe club. and I. and a size­ 
able contingent had an extremely 
enjoyable weekend on the Tyne Tour 
last year. We were however concerned 
about the implications of the letter 
from B. Chapman in the last issue. I 
would like to clearly state that no 
member of Liverpool University canoe 
club was responsible for the removal 
of Mr Chapman's flag if that was in fact 
his implication. Thanks to all for a 
very good weekend 

Audrey Hodge 
Liverpool University 

Ed Well. thats another University 
beginning with L • • • • • ruled out ' 
Come on : we know who you are. 
you know 1vho you are - give Chapman 
his flag back. please 1 



MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS 
Canoe Focus is now designed and pro­ 
duced CC>fflPletely on Apple Macintosh 
DTP, using QuarkXpress 3.3. For the ben­ 
efit of advertisers who send their disks 
to bureaus for output to film or brcxnide, 
you can now send your finished design 
on disk. c:liaect to Raven Publishing, whele 
the studio can place the image direct 
on the page, if the file is in Quark.Xpress 
3.3, or n.1n to film via our imagesetter 

and conveniently stripped in if the file is Pagen,aker S. 
Please wernenlber, when sending a disk to Canoe Fe>c11S 
all TIFF and EPS files have to be included with the file. 
Regarding fonts please phone Raven PUbllishing, to con­ 
firm that we hold the same faces on our system. 

fl~(;~~~~ 
THE ESSEX 

SUPERSTORE 
Ace, Coleman, Mi, Palm, 
Old Town, Perception, 
Pyranha, Yak, Dagger, 

Circle One, Wild Water, 
Valley, Prijon, Schlegel & 

Wave Skis 

Individuals, families & bulk 
supply for the hottest prices 

We consider P /Ex of 
any watersport item 
including windsurfers 
etc against any new 

kayak. 

Centres & groups send your 
list of requirements for 

special quotes. 

VISIT OUR CANOE 
SHOW 

on 1st & 2nd JULY 
Thurrock Outdoor 
Centre open days 
Grange Waters 

Waters~orts Centre 
Buclcles Lane, 

South Ockendon, 
Essex 

* LOTS OF SPECIAL 
OFFERS* 

Follow AA signs 
from Lakeside 

NUCLEUS 
204 Frinton Road, 
Holland on Sea, 

Clacton 
01255 812146 
* OVER 40 MODELS 
USUALLY IN STOCK * 



0 ver the years at Leaside Canoe Club we have had a number of foreign visitors 
join us: in 1993 we had our first Brazilian. He was a sprint paddler and had 
never raced further than 10km. We immediately introduced him to the 

Waterside series and other marathon races in this country, he was hooked. On 
his return to Brazil he found himself a willing partner and entered the Regatta 
Rio Del Negro in Argentina, one of the longest races in the world. He wrote to 
tell us of his achievement and his claim to being a more experienced marathon 
paddler as he had now completed a longer race than us. We took the bait and 
begun to make arrangements and learn more about the race. 

;u,~, ,, feature: argentina 

Rio Del Negro 
The Regatta Rio de! Negro is a 6 stage race held over 9 days 
and covering a distance of 500km. The race starts at 
Nequen on the Western side of Argentina, 200km from the 
Andes mountains, and travels alongside the Patagonia 
Desert to Viedma on the eastern side of Argentina. With 
little more information 6 paddlers and 3 supporters were 
enticed to leave a British Winter to spend January in 
South America. 

The flight form Heathrow to Buenos A.ires took 18.hours. 
We were met at the airport by three of the organisers 
who took us to a sports centre where we were to spend the 
night. The next day we were taken back to the airport to 
get a three hour flight to Nequen where the race starts. The 
internal flight was on a very small 19 seater plane. As we 
flew over Argentina we were given an insight to the spec­ 
tacular scenery we were likely to see, none. This entire area of 
Argentina is flat and barren, being one of the driest areas 
in South America, only the dead su·aight roads neatly dis­ 
secting the land into huge squares. 

{jnoefocus 

From now on the accommodation was to be camping 
and we arrived at the campsite late to be given new tents, 
sleeping bags and thick foam mattresses. The next morn­ 
ing we had our first look at the river and our boats. The river 
flows very fast, around 8-10 mph, with no rapids or obstruc­ 
tions but with some large boils. It is totally unpolluted through­ 
out its length and this was proved to us by a local happily 
drinking the water. The boats were glass Regina's all fair­ 
ly new and in good condition, Kevlar boats are not afford­ 
able in Argentina with a glass K2 costing over £1000. 

We spent two days at the campsite before the race 
began on the Saturday. 40 K2's had entered the race, 
mostly local crews but including 1 from Spain 2 from 
Uruguay and a strong team of 7 paddlers from Hungary, 
1 teaming up with a local paddler. The Hungarians use the 
race as a winter training camp and send their strongest 
marathon team, which included a ladies crew who were the 
only ladies in the race. Each stage of the race is held as a 
time trial with each boat starting at 15 second intervals. The 
order of starting is decided by a daily draw with a mid way 



Argentina 1995 

we get there quicker, then what will we do?" 
The food was provided by the organisers, it was always 

good and plentiful although this is definitely NOT a coun­ 
try for vegetarians. The Argentineans live on a stable diet 
of beef and chicken with very little or no vegetables. 
Barbecued chicken is a tradition, marinated wonderfully 
over a wood fire and is a regular occurrence on the menu. 

As the race progressed all of our crews moved higher 
up the ranking as we became used to the river and heat. 
The fourth stage though lost two of our crews a lot of time. 
Steve and Andy both woke with stomach illness, they did 
very well to finish the stage, although pulling out in an area 
as barren as this was never a welcome alternative, but lost 
some 20 minutes. One hour into the 4 hour stage Danny 
and Richard's tiller bar collapsed with the only possible repair 
being for Danny to hold it tightly in position with his 
feet, they too lost over 20 minutes. 

Charlie 
By now Charlie had caught the attention of the media, "What 
was he doing still racing at the age of57?". One of the news­ 
papers were so "full of admiration" they devoted a half page 
article to him. Needless to say he lapped up the attention. 

The final stage, held on a Sunday, finished in Viedma. 
For this stage the leaders started first with each crew fol­ 
lowing in race order. The finish had a carnival atmos­ 
phere with hundreds of local people lining the river. We 
were reminded of the 1982 world cup finals, no not the Hand 
of God, passing under a large bridge the sky was filled with 
ticker tape. A police band played as each crew crossed the 
line accompanied by the cheers ofan enthusiastic crowd. 

The race was won by an Argentinean crew with anoth­ 
er coming second. The Hungarians were 3rd and 4th . Andy 
and Steve were 12th with Danny and Richard close behind 
in 13th, Charlie and Marcus finished in 28th place. Each 
competitor made their way onto a stage to receive a medal 
accompanied by loud music and lots of cheering. The win­ 
ners were greeted by an almost ecstatic crowd to receive 
numerous accolades and trophies. 

draw being most favourable. Steve Rance/ Andy Noakes had 
drawn 2, Richard Bushell/Danny Beazley 16 and Charlie 
Newton/Marcus Panayi 34. 

Hundreds of local people turned out to see the start, 
along with television and press reporters. The first stage was 
quite shallow in places and it was not always easy to find the 
quickest route as the river was often very wide. A very strong 
head wind made paddling difficult but we were to quick­ 
ly find that the Argentineans were very good at this type 
of racing. Despite the strong head wind the 70km stage was 
completed in around 2 hours 30 mins. Our crews fin­ 
ished 11th, 16th and 33rd. respectively. 

Patagonia Desert 
The race continued with stages between 2 hours 30 mins 
and 4 hours 30 mins, the length of the stages averaging 65km, 
with the current gradually slowing as the river came clos­ 
er to the sea. Passing alongside the Patagonia desert the 
river had very few tributaries so it was as wide at the start 
as it was at the end, between 100m and 200m. With no 
portages during the race the longer stages became very tough, 
backsides were sore and the soft water caused hands to blis­ 
ter. 

The 3rd, 5th and 8th days were rest days with the race 
moving camp after the previous day's stage. Not only were 
these days a grateful rest they also gave us plenty of time 
to talk to the people and have a look around the local towns. 
The Argentinean people were amongst the friendliest 
any of us had met and were always happy to chat for ages 
even if neither person understood each other. This area 
is sparsely populated and life in the small towns is slow with 
the car drivers happy to drift along at about 15mph. When 
asked why they drove so slowly they replied "if we drive faster 

Party 
The race still had one last celebration, a large party was held 
that evening where, following a meal, each competitor 
received a certificate and souvenir. This produced 90 
minutes of raucous clapping, cheering and smashing 
spoons on tables. Finally after dancing and copious hand­ 
shaking the race came to an end. 

The final two nights were spent in an hotel in Viedma 
before flying back to Buenos Aires. The organisers had pro­ 
vided everything for us, accommodation, food, both inter­ 
nal flights and all other transportation for the 14 days for 
just $60 (about £40), this was value for money on a huge 
scale. 

All in all it was a tremendous time, the race was very hard, 
but the warm weather and friendliness of the other com­ 
petitors helped to ease the pain. For anyone wanting to avoid 
some of the British winter and do some hard training 
this race comes highly recommended but, be ~ 
warned, it is HARD training. ~ 

Richard Bushell 

{j-noe focus feature: argentina /"'!.!.' ~,1 



7 Park Hill, Swallownest, Sheffield, S31 OUN 
Tel & Fax 0114 2692739 

PERCEPTION & PYRANHA BOATS 
KAYAKS REDUCED TO CLEAR 
TYPE PRICE 
MOUNTAIN BAT (ex demo) yellow £279 
MOUNTAIN BAT (ex display) red £369 
STUNT BAT (ex demo) yellow £269 
STUNT BAT (ex display) red £369 
TUFFY MASTER (ex demo) yellow £169 
TUFFY ODYSSEY (ex display) a/marine £199 
DANCER (ex display) magenta £279 
PIROUETTE (ex display) magenta £339 
CORSICA (ex display) magenta £349 
CORSICA S (ex display) magenta £349 
TUFFY MASTER (secondhand) a/marine £165 
TUFFY ODYSSEY (secondhand) cerise £165 
Discounts: Groups/Clubs/Quantity Purchase 

MAIL ORDER with FREE 
DELIVERY on mainland UK. 

SHOPOI\ILV• 
2MILES1ro,nM! 
2M!LES1rOfnSl<ICUJB 
3MJLEStiam RVCP 
7MllE.Sl,.,,.,$1ieffl(l0 

0% FREE CREDIT 
on purchases over 
£300 ring for details 

Shop only 2 miles from M1; 2 miles from Ski Club; 3 miles from Rother valley 
Country Park; 7 miles from Sheffield; 4 miles from Rotherham 

TIIE NATIONAL 
WATERSPORTS 

CENTRE 

In addition to the wide range of technical and instructor courses available 
throughout '95 we are able to offer the 
following expeditions and tours. 

Introduction to Alpine Whitewater - French Alps 
Cost £350 9 days 23 June 2 July 

Sea Touring - Scotland 
Cost £26.5 'i days I 6 25 June 

Sea Touring - Ireland 
Cost ['.iOO 9 days 7 16 July 

Anglesey Expedition 
Cost [24-0 5 days (dares available in brochure) 

Sea Touring 
CANOLFAN I Cost £240 5 days 

CENEDLAETIIOL --------------- 
CHWARAEON 

DWR 

For fartlU!r d~u,iu of 
all our cos,nes coftlact 
Plas Menai National 
Watersporta Centre, 

Caernarfon, 
Gwynedd LLSS I UE 

-a- 
01248 670964 

AT PWMEIIAI 
WEAIE 

COMMITTED 10 
GIVIIIG THE BEST 
,OSSIILE VALUE 

FOi MOIIEY 

(dates available in brochure) 

~~ erecx IA "ii@!!JJ@lXI lID!!JJ!Nl©lXI 
OF ROTO MOULDED KAYAKS 

Glass Fibre Canoes 
Paddles, Buoyancy Aids 

• ,0 ! Wlll[-.,,Ll 

PLUS Gags, spray covers, 
Crash Hats, Roofracks etc. 

West Midlands Canoe Centre 
Sneyd Wharf, 401 Sneyd Lane, Bloxwich, Walsall WS3 2L T 

Telephone: (01922) 479279 

/111!!,I II/ {j-noe focus 



Pirouette SuperSport 
Perception 

This boat has been in production in the 
States for some time now, the demo 
models came to the UK in about 

August of 1994 and has been getting well 
used over the last 9 months. Earlier this year 
the mold arrived in the UK and Gaybo are 
now producing them as fast as they can. 

Those few that came from the States 
have been used extensively, already gener­ 
ating the SS a record of achievement. The most 
resent claim to fame was their performance 
at the Hurley and at the Bitches over Easter. 

The fitting out of the boat has improved on 
previous ranges. The central buoyancy is 
still made of Minicell foam, however it is now 
sandwiched between an outer layer which has 
greater rigidity. This will in part reduce the water 
absorbency of the foam and more impor­ 
tantly minimizes the chances of the kayak fold­ 
ing. The buoyancy is bolted into position to avoid 
the foam twisting creating an entrapment sit­ 
uation. 

The cockpit fittings have also advanced. 
The thigh grip molding comes in two sizes, cater- 

ing for both the smaller and larger canoeist. 
The seat is adjustable front to rear, and the seat 
can use the standard Perception Minicell hip 
pads (available as an extra , the Perception 
foam customising kit), which are a quick and 
easy way to customize the seat. 

There is no conventional back strap, 
instead a chiropractically designed lumber sup­ 
port. This consists of a Minicell foam block 
secured to the rear buoyancy block. It is very 
simple and comfortable, however not as 
adjustable as a back strap. 

The full plate footrest is very sturdy with large 
wing nuts to secure the footrest in place. 
These are plastic with a metal nut inserted to 
threat onto the bolt. These make adjustment 
easy even with the coldest of hands. 

The attention to detail in respect to the fit­ 
tings is reflected in both how comfortable 
the boat is and how easily it is to move and 
adjust the seat etc. 

That is the feature, so how does it perform? 
The boat is very stable, and fast through 

the water. Although the same length as the 

Pyranha Acrobat 270 
The Next Generation 

I n recent years there has been an explo­ sion of rodeo designs, with boats increas­ 
ingly play-orientated, predictable river 

running characteristics sacrificed in favour 
of smoothly linked vertical manoeuvres. At 
the last World Rodeo Championships the 
top paddlers all used prototypes of boats 
like the Pirouette SS, Transition, and 

Acrobat 300. 
Now Pyranha have unleashed a new 

Acrobat, the 270, taking this development a 
stage further. It has the same low-volume 
ends and mid-volume middle, but is slimmer 
and more waif-like than its extremely curvy 
cousin and a full foot shorter. It looks at first 
glance less radical, but less is more. 

Paddling the Aero 
270 for the first time 
at the Spring Bitches 
Rodeo, I found it com­ 
fortable and easy to 
get on with. The dou­ 
ble concave hull has 
been refined and edge 
profiles revised, leading 
to even better surfing 
and a fast easy take 
off. But what we really 
want to do is get verti­ 
cal, isn't it? 

I wasn't disap- 

pointed; in a stopper the 270 feels like a 
short boat (Spud/Microbat), responding well 
to weight shift, and I found it easy to control 
vertical and semi-vertical moves. The short 
length and squirtable tail let you surf and 
blast quite deep holes. All this combines to allow 
smooth linking of surf, spin and ender moves; 
the potential is incredible. The narrower hull 
makes it quicker to roll so you can stay in the 
hole after the inevitable wipe-outs, and also 
seems to make the 270 less twitchy on eddy­ 
lines and in whirlpools. 

The standard boat is supplied with a com­ 
fortable five point adjustable bucket seat and 
independently adjustable thigh grips, a sys­ 
tem which works very satisfactorily even with 
minimal customisation. Strong polyethylene 
bow and tail cap are standard. The usual 
Pyranha refinements are already available, and 
rodeo options such as lightweight composite 
seat/footrest, multipoint adjustable backstrap, 
and sprung polyethylene end-stiffeners will be 
along by late summer. 

{j.noe focus paddlers gear /!11::,, I I 



Pirouette~ 
Perception 

Acrobat it has a longer water line 
giving it the faster hull speed 
making catching waves very easy. 
The boat will track well on waves, 
depending on how the paddler 
shifts their weight around. The 
nose of the boat can be planted 
quickly producing forward vertical 
moves. Again in surf there is no 
need to side surf waves once 
broken as the back deck can be 
cut into the mush regaining a for­ 
wards direction. 

Playboating is where the SS 
really shines through. The stern 
can be dipped almost effortless­ 
ly for tail standing moves. Once 
the boat is in a vertical position it 
remains stable allow rotational 
strokes, instead of slicing out 

sideways. The bow of the boat has 
most of the volume and is rather 
rounded aiding bow stands, pop 
outs etc. 

There are always some strange 
features that can't ever be 
explained. In this instance 
Perception like most other man­ 
ufacturers use two types of screw 
heads - an Allen key head and a 
Phillips screwhead. This seems 
daft as two tools need to be car­ 
ried to allow the bolts to be tight­ 
ened. Another regressive step is 
that it does not have a drain plug. 

summary 
This is perhaps the best off the 
shelf playboat available, requiring 
no immediate modifications, such 
as squashing the rear deck etc. It 
is a fun lively boat - just go try it. 

by Paul Mackenzie 

Pirouette SuierSiort Acroaal 300 l~ran~a) Avenier (Prijon) 
length 300cm 300cm 310cm 
beam 58cm 59cm 65cm 
volume 190Litres 195Litres 220Litres 
weight 17.5kg 18kg 
Cockpit (len + width) 79143cm 78/38cm 81145cm 
Moulded in graphics .I .I 
Full plate footrest .I .I .I 
Price from (inc. VAT) £430 £439 

Pyranha Acrobat 270 
The Next Generation 

So what are the boat's weak 
points? Well, it's not a sea kayak, 
or a raft. Paddling to and from the 
Bitches was slow and difficult, and 
sitting in surging boiling eddies 
wasn't a barrel of fun. But I was 
there to surf waves and play in 
holes, and doing so in the 270 
put a grin on my face that even 
getting up at 4am for the finals 
couldn't dislodge. If you're look­ 
ing for a dedicated acrobatic 
kayak, this Acrobat is the busi­ 
ness. Pyranha anticipate that 
the boat will best suit the 64-86kg 
paddler; I think it will also be 
very good for smaller paddlers 

(women/children) because of 
its small size, low decks, and 
responsiveness to relatively 
small weight throws. It com­ 
bines the best points of 3 
metre boats with those of the 
sub-2.5 metre ones and where 
playing is concerned it out­ 
performs them both. Paddle 
one soon. 

Bill Mattos 

Price 
Standard £439 
Artline £479 
Art Multi £519 

Dimensions 
2.70 metre x 59 ems 

Knoydart Clothing 
The concept of a breathable Micro Fibre 

outer shell and a Pile or Fleece inner has 
been around for sometime, but gener­ 

ally these garments have been poorly put 
together and there styling has left a lot to be 
desired ! Until now. 

The Knoydart range has been put togeth­ 
er by Dave Felton, previously a director of 

Mountain Equipment, just a glance at the 
garments will tell you that this man knows what 
he is talking about. 

The basic idea of the clothing is that as 
you get warm, the fleece wicks the perspi­ 
ration to the outer layer where it is evapo­ 
rated away. Likewise as the garment 
becomes wet with rain or spray, then body 

heat will soon dry it out. 
I thought the only way to 
test the gear thoroughly 
would be to leave ALL my 
conventional paddling 
gear at home. No turning 
back! 

On a choppy night 
paddle from the Les 
Ecrehous back to Jersey 
I wore the Sallopettes 
and the Guide Shirt 
with a long sleeve Lita 
vest underneath. I 
became wet down 
one side through 
waves but remained 
dry underneath. The 
landing through 
small surf ensured 
that the whole of 

the outer shirt was wet but I 

was still warm and comfortable. I hung up the 
gear overnight to drip dry during our bivi but 
a heavy dew greeted me to even wetter gear 
than the night before, inside and out. Once 
over the initial shock of getting dressed I was 
warm as toast and dry by the time we set off. 

One of the most impressive features of the 
Sallopets is the "Bum Flap" The shoulder 
straps are sewn on such a way that you do 
not need to remove all top outer layers before 
attending to that important call of nature, Ladies 
listen up, just a quick zip down each leg and 
the job is done! 

Having listened to my wife curse and 
swear as she cowers behind some windswept 
rocks I have to admit defeat and buy her a pair. 
On a recent Open canoe trip I wore the same 
clothing and after a very heavy downpour was 
literally soaked to the skin, two hours later 
I was in the pub not only dry but looking smart 
too. 

Only on the coldest of days did I have to 
wear the pile shirt and then only when not 
active. The Cape Wrath Cap is unique in 
that the sides can be folded down to keep the 
ear's and neck warm. 

The only negative comment I could make 
about the whole system is that you could get 
too warm in some situations but use of the 
ventilation zips should help this. The style, 
cut and quality of the garments is excellent 
and I am impressed by its performance. 

Valley Canoe Products has now taken 
on the UK distribution for the canoe-~ 
ing trade and public. Telephone 0115 
9614995 
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- VISA - 

AVONCRAFT NORTH 

~ CARLISLE CANOES 
~ ~ :: Kayak & Open Canoe Specialist 

EVERYTHING FOR THE CANOEIST, FROM 
BEGINNERS TO ADVANCED WHITE WATER 

KAYAKS IN STOCK 
PRIJON, PYRANHA, PERCEPTION, DAGGER 
OPEN CANADIAN CANOES IN STOCK 

GRUMMAN, DAGGER, OLD TOWN, COLEMAN 
PLUS FULL RANGE OF ACCESSORIES 

MAIL ORDER 
Carlisle Canoes, 41 Wigton Road, 

Carlisle, Cumbria CA2 7AX 
Telephone/Fax: (01228) 31703 

Mobile: (0836) 296431 

FOR EITHER 

SEX 

CANOE WORLD 
VISIT OR 'PHONE OUR 

NEW SHOP 
For Prijon, Schlegel, HF 

and other quality equipment 

Canoe World 
251 Mary Vale Road 

Bournville 
Birmingham B30 1 PN 

Tel: 0121 433 5025 
VISA - 

!Rg,pid Canoe Supp{ies 

~ 

The new North West 
canoe shop. 

Stockists of all leading 
equipment and 
accessories. Rapid by name: 

Rapid by nature 
OPENING TIMES 

Mon - Sat: 9.00 am - 6.00pm 
Thursday: 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday and out of hours: 

By appointment only 
01524 388850 

Unit 17. Lake Enterprise Park, 
Caton Road Industrial Estate, 

Lancuter LAI 3NX 
Half a mile towards Lancaster 

from M6 June 34 

44 7~ g"--ad~~ eaate 
(3o- 'Z)~ 7et OIK33 637K29 
~~atk~ 

7ee4,4U 7(/MU, 1,()~ ~ 
(3at, ea (HI,~~: 01642 67KOOO 

EXPEDITIONING • TOURING • COACHING 
OPEN CANOE & INLAND KAYAK 
FULL RANGE OF B.C.U. COURSES 

SPECIALIST CANOE & KAYAK SALES 
CANOE RENTAL & OUTFITTING 

~~~~:R D,~OND 
ACCESS/VISA v~ 

{jnoejocus Ju1-..:..1 I) 



lassified & directory 
for advertising details 'phone (01480) 496130 

holidays and courses 

B.C.U APPROVED CENTRE 
WELSH TOURSIT BOARD APPROVED 

OUTDOOR PURSUITS 
INSTRUCTOR COURSE 

Oct-Dec95 
Gain qualifications and experience in 

Kayaking, Canadian Canoeing, 
Mountain Biking, Orienteering, First 

Aid, Life Saving, Climbing & 
Camping Craft. 

'Some parts of this course will be spent 
on the island of Lanzarote so a 

passport will be needed' 
Details. 

Tyddyn Philip Acitivity Centre 
Brynteg, Benllech, Anglesey. 

LL78 8JF 
Tel: 01248 853439 

LONGRIDGE 
Scout Boating Centre 

Are running the following course 
Instructor Training Kayak 

23 -25 June 
Instructor Assessment CST Assessment 

24 June 
3 Star/Prof Trng & Ass Open Canoe/Kayak 

7-9July 
CST & rescue Test Tmg & Ass 

11-13Aug 
These courses are open to everyone 

To book on one of these courses or if you would 
like our 1995 Programme please contact, 

Langridge S.B.C. Quarry Wood Rd, Marlow, 
Bucks. SL71RE. Tel: 0162B 483252 

ADVENTURE Courses B.C.U. approved cen­ 
tre. Specialist courses for schools training 
boards & management. February through to 
December. Canoeing, Sailing, yachting, water­ 
skiing, climbing, caving, Dartmoor hillwalking, 
camping, assault course, archery, leadership 
courses. All led by qualffied instructors. Courtlands 
Adventure Centre, Nr Kingsbridge, Devon TQ7 
4BN. 01548 550227. 

Binningham School of Canoeing 

1995 Brochure now Available. 
Beginners to Advanced Kayak 
Beginners to Open Canoe 

Eskimo Rolling 
Intro & lntennediate White Water 
Canoe Safety and Rescue Test 

Supervisor Award 
Instructor & SI Training & Assessment 
Alpine White Water - French Alps 
Private Courses by Arrangement 
BCU APPROVED CENTRE 

Please contact: 
MIKE PHILLIPS, 

Birmingham School of Canoeing, 
21 Heathfield Rd, 

Bewdley, Won:s DY12 1JT 
TEL or FAX: 01299 401872. 

THE CHRISTIAN 
MOUNTAIN CENTRE 
~-. T~ ~ Na1nW..SU"991"5 

• BCU Instructor Assessment 
29July... . U0 
19August.... U0 

• BCU Instructor Training 
I 5- I 7 September..... E69 

• BCU Senior Instructor Training Inland 
I Q. I 2 November. .. . . . . . EBO 

• White water, sea & surf (canoeing week) 
I -8 September. E225 
Phone or write for full details 
Tel: 01766 512616 

at Plas y Brenin l~~l 
The National Mountain Centre 
Advanced courses for advanced paddlers. 

WHITE WATER PADDLING, 
LEARN THE METHOD BEHIND 

THE MADNESS 

An introduction to white water paddling in kayak or canoe 
is often an unsatisfactory affair. "Learn by your mis­ 
takes" you are encouraged. Usually though your disori­ 
entation and frustration makes this sort of advice irritat­ 
ing and next to useless. Particularly when your well 
intentioned companion is not expert in recognising the 
true causes of your difficulties. 

Our instructors and coaches are experts. Listen to them 
and learn from them. Your paddling will never have been 
better. 

Plas y Brenin, The National Mountain Centre, Capel Curig, 
Gwynedd, LL24 0ET. Telephone: 01690 720384fi20366 

• KILLARY TOURS 
Escape to the Irish Outdoors 

l week Sea-kayak tours of some of 
the Western isles and coast of 

Ireland. 
Unique and unspoilt. 

Other programmes incl. walking, 
cycling, diving. 

Phone 00-353-9542276/Fax 4359 l. 
Leenane, Co Galway. 

Edale 
Ac•llwfty 
Cen•re 

Beginners, lmprovers & Advanced Kayak 
Beginners Open/Canadian Canoe 

B.C.U.1,2&3S1arTests 
B.C.U. Canoe Safety Test (Kayak) 

B.C.U. Instructor (inland kayak) Training, 
Assessment 

Plus: courses in climbing, caving, 
orienteering, mountain biking, hangfiding etc. 

FOA A.JRTHER NFORMATION PlfASE CONT ACT: 

Edale YHA Activity Centre 
Rowland Cote. Nether Booth. Ecble, Sheffield S30 lZH. 

Telephone: (Olm) 670301 

~;~i=~ 
TRIED TESTED 

TRUSTED 
ICU COURSES - l'ROFICIENC!t_ 

INSTJIIJGOII & SENIOII INSTJIUuOR 
TRAINING & TESTING 

ADVANCED WHITE WATER COACHING 
AIJTIJMN WET & WILD WEEKENDS 
for o copy al ••• brochure, pleas, pno<"O or wr!, to 

Andy Middleton. lwq.f.tm Outdoor Centre,~. Davick. 
Oyfed. lA6160S. Id: 01437 710391. fox: 01437111838 

( 

equip/services 
BEST DEALS when yoo come to Collyer Smith 
Marine. We stock PERCEPTION, ACE, Mi 
and all the best boat and accessories. PALM, 
ROMER, AINSWORTH, YAK, CREWSAVER, 
SCHLEGEL etc. Our bouyancy aid prices are 
hard to beat! Give us a ring, 61 Magdalen 
Street, Colchester 01206 797833. 

equip/services 

NORTHERN WETSUIT 
SERVICES 

WET & DRY SUIT REPAIRS 
Carried out by UK's only full time spe­ 
cialist repair company to any make of 

wet or dry suits. 

Also manufacturers of made to 
measure and standard sized Wetsuits 

-=- - 
FOR PRICE LIST CONTACT: 
4/5 Hanover Road, Scarborough 

orth Yorkshire, YOll JLS 
Tel: 01723 371819 
Fax: 01723 377760 
(24 hr Ansaphone) 

Special OIiers/Sea Kayaks. We quite often have 
demonstration kayaks with a slight cosmetic fault. 
Send a SAE for oor up to date isl of Kayaks avail­ 
able. The P&H Company, Station Road, West 
Hallam, Derbyshire, DE7 6HB. Telephone 0115 
9320155 

CANOES • KAYAKS • WAVESKIS • PADDLES • 
BUOYANCY AIDS • HELMm • WETSUITS • DRYCAGS 

• SPRAYDECICS • SAFETY KIT • CLOTHING 
FROM THE OLD: 

HISTORIC BOATS AND EOOPMENT ON SHOW. 
•THE MICE JONES, EVEREST BOAT. 

• SMRAl WORlD CHAMPIONSHIP WNING SlAI.OM BOATS. 
• PADDlfS THAT ARE OVER 100 YEARS OLD. 
TO THE NEW: 

• AU THE IATEST, INNOVATM AN> RADICAL DESIGNS Of EQUIPMENT AVAJLA81.E. 
• KAYAKS, CANOES AN> WAVESICIS FROM LEADING MANUFACTURERS IN STOCK. 

• AU M LATEST AND MOST POPULAR BOOK AND VIDEO TITlfS IN STOCK. 
PLUS: 

ON SITE D£MONSTRAT10N FAClUTlES 

SPEaAUST STOCKIST OF: PAIM EQUIPMENT 
' . " . 

• NOOKE EQUIPMENT• PYRANiA CANOES AND 
KAYAKS • BlffAl.0 aoMNG • Dr D's PADDIES 

KAYAKS NORTHWEST, MARINA VILLAGE, 
PRESTON BROOK, RUNCORN, CHESHIRE, WA7 3DW. 

TEL: 01928 710770 FAX: 01928 714399 



equipment and services 

~~-- 
/ HUMPITCV: TRAILER.~/Solboad 

your local stockist or send !or further Wlformation to:­ 
HUMPIT TROUEYS AND LANDSUAFERS 
Alma Cottage 15 Glencoe Road Pat'i(stone, 

Poo6e, Dorset BH12 20W. 
Tel: 01202 721221or01202891899 

TOR, New Shop Opens. We are now open 
Tues. to Sat 1 0am to 5.30pm. We sell water­ 
proof fabrics breathable to 8000g/m'/24hr, 
fleece, Pertex, Ventile, Cordura, ripstop, tent fab­ 
rics, thinsulate, down, buckles, Velcro, zips, studs 
and much more. Patterns for all outdoor gear. 
Clothing, camping, climbing gear. Discounts up 
to 15%. For catalogue/prices stamp please 
TOR(Cf) 42 Wmes Rd., Wmes, WN!J 6AL 0151 
424 2225. 

~ 
HALGAR OUTDOOR 

PURSUITS EQUIPMENT 
Tel: 0127 4 880306 
DRY SUITS • £160 
DRY TOPS• £50 

CHEST HIGH TROUSERS• £30 
FIBRE PILE 1 PIECE SUIT• £24 

ALL TYPES OF CANOES 
ANO KAYAKS, 

EQUIPMENT AND 
CLOTHING SUPPLIED. 

CANOE & KAYAK REPAIRS. 
TRAILER REPAIRS. 

ADVICE ON EQUIPMENT. 
NO OBLIGATION 

situation vacant 

INSTRUCTOR TRAINING 

~_./ COURSE IN "' 

~"..,,.41-~ OUTDOOR EDUCATION ~~'> 
20 WEEK COURSE, SEPTEMBER 1995 TO FEBRUARY 1996. ~ 

GAIN QUALIFICATIONS/EXPERIENCE IN KAYAKING, SAILING, 
WINDSURFING, ORJl'",NTIERING, POWERBOATING, CANADIAN CANOEING 

CLIMBING, FIRST AID, CAMPCRAFT. 

CENTRE ESTABLISHED OVER THIRTY YEARS AGO WITH A REPUTATION FOR 
HIGH QUALITY TRAINING. 

Fee £2900, Granu available from some LEAJ. Tel 0181 940 5550. 
Thames Young Marinen, Rive~am, Surrey, TW»,i c--v,£ 

•• :::::::.,,-::;:;,::,FS ~ - Jf!!!!!lJJ 

19" X 15" 
watertight containers with 

screw-on lids. 
£12.00 inc p+p (U.K) 

Sam Lawrence 
Templefield 
Temple Road 
Dewsbury 
WF133QE 

TEL: 01924-461056 (AMftrphoH) 

Cancarve Designs, Hand made wooden 
canoe models and trophies. For details write 
or telephone 5, Shanklin Place, Beaconhill 
Green, Cramlington, Northumbertand, NE23 
SHA. Tel+ Fax: 01670 713640 

personal 
PENPAL MAG for adults: over 250 photos. 
APPROVAL copy from: MATCHMAKER, (T.71), 
Chortey, PR7-4BS. Or ring: 01257-480155 (24 
hours). 

accomodation 

GIAN - Y - BORTH 
Nestles on the banks of the River Conway in 

the heart of Snowdonia. 
Ranging from 2-8 berth Bungalows. 

20 fully equipped Self Catering Bungalows. 
Offers home from home comfort. 

Please Phone Bill or Gill 
01492 641543 

Nr River Wye, and Symonds VAT. B&B in pic­ 
turesque quiet situation. Good food, local pubs 
and drying facilities. canoe storage. £13 per night 
01594 836900. 

PROVIDER OF HIGH 
QUALITY COURSES FOR 
SCHOOLS & GROUPS '~~!""' 

BCU INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED TO START 
WORK IMMEDIATELY AT CENTRES IN NORTH 

WALES, FRANCE AND SPAIN 

Contact Tim Boldry as soon as possible 

Send CV (stating NGB membership no. and contact telephone 
nos.) to Acom Venture Ltd, 137 Worcester Road, Hagley, 

Nr Stourbridge, West Midlands DY9 ONW. 

Fax same details on 01562 887091 
Telephone direct on 01562 887260 

ROBINWOOD Activity Centre for children require BCU qualified instructors to join their staff team. 
Robinwood runs activity courses for junior school groups and accommodates between 24 and 40 
children, attending 3 or 5 day residential courses. We operate for a 1 O month season from February 
to November, with national governing body staff training courses provided during January. 
Activities offered at Robinwood include Canoeing, Archery, Ame Shooting, Orienteering, Climbing 
and Abseiling, Mountain Biking, Problem Solving, Stream Walk, Narrow Boating and Raft 
Building. Canoeing & General instructors receive £62 per week, with full board and accommo­ 
dation provided.For details phone 01706 814554 or write to Robinwood Activity Centre, Jumps 
Road, Todmorden, Lancashire, OL 14 8HJ 

CANOEISTS WANTED 
Vacancies for highly motivated young 

people to train as outdoor activity 
instructors before working at our centres 

in Britain, France and Spain. 
Training courses start from February onwards and work 

continues until September. All posts are residential. 
For a gateway to a career in outdoor activity or for a unique 
opportunity to boita on your qualifications and gain valuable 

work experience contact: Recruitment Department, 
PGL Adventure Ltd., Alton Court, Penyard Lane (820), 
~- Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire HR9 SNR. ~L Telephone: 01989-767833 
~ 

BUYING or SELLING RIVER DART, 
a used canoe? Contact: LANTERNS INN. . 

Near Holne. En-suite accommodatton, 
The Canoe family room available. Groups welcome. 

Drying facilities. Food available 7 days. 
Trading Post Spacious free parking. Special accommo- 

F · I . t th dation rates available to canoeists 
or access or inc usion o e with this ad. 

National Directory call 01363 775914 Tel 01364 652697. 
for details. For·a free up to date copy Knowle Hill, Ashburton 

of the craft for sale send a SAE to: 3 lnchree Chalets & Bunkhouse, Onich, Fort 
Gordon Terrace, Park St, Credition Wlliam, Inverness-shire. Tet/lax:01855821287. 

Devon EX17 3EB Situated in the midst of the finest white water. 
L,.:::::_.;;;::;::::::;;:=========::;::-" __ suitabte all grades. All facilities, pub restaurant. - 
~.de 
directory 

Woodmill 
Canoeing &c Outdoors Activities Centre 

Woodmill Lane, Swaythling, 
~'!,)S-55993 

Canoes, paddles and aa:eNOneS rrom leading 
manufacturera Demonotration boa!B available. 
Huge range of OOW1leS for all levels. Write or 

·-•,one for full programme. BCU approve,! 

t>IAODLICALL Y 
1>£V10\/S 
1>£S!GN 
FORVRDAN 
SVRFDVMSf 

For your t'r •• brochur•, atick•r paclt 
and n •• reat dealer contact - 

Playboater, Haya.ill C•nt~, Burnh­ 
Lane, Slough, Berka, SL1-6LZ, England. 

Tel/Fax (0) 1628 602622. 

wales 

- - - ~ 
worc's 

POLY PIPPIN 14 
The original polythene open cockpit 
kayak (ideal for beginners) 

THE 'BELL BOAT' 
A totally new approach to teaching 
paddlesport. 
For details contact Steve Train 
T.L Elliott & Co ltd, Wolverton Hall. Peopleton, 
Pershore, Wares, WR10 2AU 

Tel: 01905 840813 
Fax: 01905 840002 

greater london 

CANOE RESCUE EQUIPMENT AND 
ACCESSORIES INCLUDING 
~: SLIME THROWBAGS 

1'Je:."-. 
CONTACT: SUZY, 2 VICTORIA CLOSE, 
EAST MOLESEY, SURREY, KTS 9SQ 

TEL: 0181 941 2714 

MAIL ORDER 
SERVICE 

AVAILABLE 

TWICllllttflM ~HI( 
. . ~~--- ....,.,,~ 

Now the finest canoe shop In the 
known universe 

canoe irld kayak specialists. Courses, hire, 
Instruction, equipment. The complete 
outfitters, mail order S81Yice available. 

Sbtpptrlon marina, Felix lane, Shoppetton, 
.Mlddloux TW17 INJ. Toi: 01132 247971 

west country 

WHITE -·~ ~~o:...r:.,> 
TEL: 0559 362083 General Enquiries 

MAIL ORDER CREDITCARD 
HOTUNE 

FREEPHONE 
0500118051 

KIRTON WATERSPORTS and 
ALTERNATIVE SURF COMBINED TO MAKE 

THE SOUTH WESfS BIGGEST CANOE SHOP. 
BESIDE THE EXE FOR EASY DEMOS 

FOR FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL ADVICE. 
CALL IN or PHONE 

A/SWATERSFORlS, ISTilEQUAY 
EXETER. 01392 421831/219600 

DEE KAYAK & CANOE 
SCHOOL 

B.C.U. - W.C.A. Approved 
65 Harwood Lane, Rossett, Wrexham. 

Clwyd. Lll 2 OEU 
Tel:01244 570157 (24hr Ans) 

Courses for beginnen. 
Send SAE for full programme. 
All BCU Coachi_rig_ awards 

HAZE ENTERPRISES 
25 Primrose Hill, Tockenham, 

Wootton Bassett, Swindon, Wilts 
Tel: 01793 852904 



Please forward all adverts to appear in the Members Classified direct to 
BCU Headquarters in Nottingham. 

MEMBERS ADS FREE 

For Sale 
Original Aeroquatlc in good condition £275 
Prijon Invader Yellow good condition £250 
Gaybo WW Racer Old but watertight £50 
Phone Martin on 017687 78463 (Keswick) 
Thule 420 lockable roof bars. Used once, from 
VW camper elevating roof but would Ma large 
range of similar vehicles with gutters Cost 
£200 accept £70. Southhampton 01703 361315 
Proline Pirouette S in blue/yellow stripes. 
Fully padded. Front & rear broach loops. 
Excellent Condition £300 ono Tel 01860 139350 
Slalom Kayak. Brand New - unopened. Diolen 
construction. Ideal for newcomer to slalom 
competition. To clear £150 Tel: 01594 833039 
Dagger Reflection 15, Good condition, comes 
complete with airbags and paddles. Offers 
around £450. Tel: Bill 01509 812759 
(Loughborough) 
Engima - my legs are now too long, 1.5 years 
old. Used mainly on surf, very good condition, 
well looked after £180. Price includes Enigma 
storage/carrying case, 2 x airtJags, front and back 
foam buoyancy, knee padding. Tel: 0114 
2683687 or 01626 54071 ask for Douglas 
Machin (Sheffield) 
Coleman 13ft + two paddles and two buoyancy 
aids £235 ono Call Dave or Andy 01935 21516 
(Somerset) 
Canoe Clear Out - Tiger K1, blue, very good 
condition £150 ono. Slalom K1, Nomad Razor, 
carbon kevlar, foam deck new Sept. 1994 lit­ 
tle used, good condition £350 ono. Bat, kevlar, 
never used, new 1994 £100 ono Tel: 01252 
617445 (Fleet, Hants) 
Mountain Bat, white, Schlegel top line paddle 
with safety colours, Palm double seal dry cag, 
Palm 8/aid, Palm spray deck, LJjohn wetsuit, 
Helmet, throwline and extra accessories. Would 
suit potential instructor, reluctant sale £550 
ono Tel: Adam 01252 - 311374 (Aldershot) 
2 Joker C1 WWR, epoxy.1<evlar £500 (may spin), 
1 Bushdeck £20, 1 C1 RR paddle unused £65 
1 wocxJ/epoxy laminated wing kayak padcle £150. 
1 five canoe trailer with large 7'6 x 3'8 x 20 lid­ 
ded box £120 Tel: 01502 711376 (Suffolk) 
Pyranha x link Mountain Bat. ww spec, pink, 
five years okJ but used twice, garage stored £200 
Tel: Colin 01477 534335 
Slalom C1, Concept Revolution, kevlar hull, blue, 
good condition £100, Doncaster Tel: 01302 
532852 
Nomad Extreme, carbon kevlar, very good 
condition £170 ono, Rasdeck torn slalom £15, 
Palm slalom b/aid £20, Palm ribbed b/aid £15, 
Paim I/john wetsuit £20Ainsworth K100 RIM pad­ 
dles £15 contact: Michael 0181 395 7620 
(Surrey) or 0956 277154 (mobile) 
Slalom Kayak - P & H TX1, kevlar carbon, hard­ 
ly used, excellent condition £175ono, possibly 
can deliver Tel: Steve 01386 831904 (Wares) 
3 new design Mountain Bats. All in VGC, 
with air bags and backrests, 1 in yellow, 1 red, 
1 turquoise £250 each. 1 Coleman 17ft open 
canoe. Good runner, body work needs slight 
attention £110. 1 Ccleman 17ft open canoe. A 
little battered, no MOT £50. 1 red Gyramax C1. 
Fully fitted out with excellent quick release 
thigh straps and plenty of padding for a· comfy' 
fit. Good boat for learning to roll, etc. £230. Tel: 
01874 665241 ask for Martin (Brecon) 
Dagger Legend, 16ft open canoe, excellent con­ 
dition, includes two Dagger air bags and seat 
covers £795 ono Tel: 0121 421 2956 (Birm) 
Nomad Mystery MS, green slalom kayak, 
carbon kevlar 2 sandwich construction £220 ono. 
Energy assymetric blades £65 ono. Phoenix 
Pro Deck used twice, small waist size £45. 
Aquapak buoyancy aid, small, black £25. Tel: 
0442 251914 (Hamel Hempstead) 
Ace Flipper, safe and unsinkable mainte­ 
nance free, open cockpit linear polyethylene 
unused kayak. Ideal for learners, new rollers, 
clubs and use with restricted mobility groups. 
£125 ono Must sell. Also, Alpha 295cm wind­ 
surfer with all extras, Rotobat full plate footrest 
(old style) complete, 40" chest long john, rock 
boots and three sets of unused wild country rocks, 
and the rest of the garage including good con­ 
dition Salomon SX82 335 ski bocts, offers? Tel: 
Al (letchworht, N Herts) at work 0171 972 
9111, or Mobile 0370 277239 (voicemail) any­ 
time. 
Mirage 3 K2, fitted with handles and foot oper­ 
ated pump. Excellent for DW £350 call Paul on 
Littlehampton: 01903 723413 
Pyranha Creek 280, yellow, full plate footrest, 
excellent · as new' condition, has not seen a river 
yet, only used 4 times in the swimming pool. 
Reluctant sale due to back injury, bargain £325 
Tel: Dennis (h) 01527 575596 or (w) 0121 482 
2977 (Bromsgrove) 
Palm double - dry cag, medium, hardly used 
£60 wild water combi helmet £20, Bushdeck, 
neoprene, unmarked torn Dancer £25, Schlegel 

Polo paddle (similar to Extreme) 206, hardly used 
£50. Pending divorce makes this gear surplus. 
Also Harrishok dry suit - large, needs new 
seals £50 Tel: 01525 717382 (Bedford area) may 
be able to deliver to Maidenhead or Bristol 
area. 
Prijon Invader mark II 1992, little used £250 
ono, including paddle and gear Tel: 01992 
558911 (Herts) 
Prijon Gambler, purple, ww spec, incl fullplate 
footrest and bow cap £250 Tel: tony 01245 
362784 or Lynne (Room 23) 01268 521624 
(Essex) 
Europa Kayak, yellow, complete with pad­ 
dlesport paddle £80 Tel: 0191 285 0573 
(Newcastle Upon Tyne) 
Slalom K1's old designs but still competitive. 
Prem 2 built by Arrowcraft in a diolen con­ 
struction; in very good condition; £90 ono. 
Extra built by Nomad kevlar construction; used, 
but still in good shape; £90 ono Tel: Peter 
Collins Oxfird 01865 820907 
1 Pyranha Master, yellow, full plate footrest (fully 
adj) new thigh grips, plastic noseccne, bouyan­ 
cy in front of footrest and behind seat. Toggle 
handles. Extra's 1 New Pyranha neoprene 
grip deck to fit, £180 or near offers contact: Ben 
Foster 01442 67340 (eves) 
Three canoe trailers, price neg. 13 kayaks, price 
neg. 5 double kayaks price neg. 6 Canadian 
canoes price neg. Tel: 01222 692108 (Cardiff) 
Canoeing/Sailing books lor sale, ear1y authors 
included. SAE for list pre 1950 canoe titles also 
wanted. 9 great burrow rise, Northam, Bideford 
EX391TB. 
Concept Fury slalom kayak, carbon epoxy 
sandwich construction. six months okl, goai con­ 
dition £300. Mad< Rellex slalom kayak, wel used 
but still light and watertight £150Tel: James in 
Leeds (0113) 2750379 evening (0113) 2332164 
day. 
Pyranha Rotobat, ww spec, 2/3 years old, 
very good condition; airbags, adjustable seat, 
full plate footrest, etc £200 Tel: Catherine 0222 
340736 (H) or 0222 874970 
Mega Sabre surf kayak, as used by Simon 
Discombe, nice condition. Too fast for present 
owner £125 ono Tel: 01626 54071 (Devon) 
Perception Mirage, red, ww spec, good con­ 
dition £150 Tel: 0191 264 4200 (Newcastle) 
Enigma Squirt Boat, excellent condition, 
stored under cover, ideal for intro to squirt 
boating £200 Tel Mark on Nottingham (0115) 
9430757 
Granta Canadian Canoe, flat bottom, stable 
and spacious, double seater with sealed com­ 
partments, plus two wooden paddles, ideal 
family boat, excellent condition £200 ono Tel: 
Leics 0116 251 9495 
Mountain Bat Mk1 - £250, excellent condition, 
never used over grade 3. Linear construc­ 
tion. Nose cap, back rest, air bags, full plate 
footrest. Paddle included Tel: Kevin Goode 
01222 497203 (H) 01639 871111 ext 4183 
(w)(Cardiff) 
North Shore Kayak, good all round general pur­ 
pose, exoellent condition, eye catching boat £222 
offers Davie 01923 285401 (Herts) 
Granta Classic, large volume touring kayak, 
grp blue, spraydeck £95 Tel: CArdiff 01222 
693821 
Falchion 385 GAP kayak (yellow& black) as new 
condition, offers or preferably swap for tterns of 
sea kayaking gear Tel: Brighton 01273 303956 
(H) or 01973 203567 (w) Paul 
Prijon T Slalom, red, full plate footrest, ww spec 
£250 ono + Perception Mirage £180 ono, 
please Tel: Graham Harvey 01743 790232 
(Shropshire) 
K1 o/s rudder, green and white, good ocndi­ 
tion £150 ono Tel: Steve 01386 831904 (Wares) 
Fanatic C1, Carbon kelvar, excellent condition, 
offers around £250 Tel: Nigel 0115 9862 891 
(5 mins from Pierrepont) 
Prljon T Canyon, pink, full plate footrest, 2 x 
air bags, backrest, nose cap, £220 one Tel: Roger 
(Crewe) 01270 5846p3 
Discovery 17. 0/S rudder, good condition, sta­ 
ble K1 £100 ono Tel Dave Love: 01903 
(Littlehampton) 713817 
Magenta Perception Dancer (standard), ww 
spec, full plate foot rest, indudes back rest, airtJags 
and neoprene spray deck (very good condition) 
£280. Blue Rotobat (flat water only) useful for 
novice, includes back rest and airtJags £60. Tel: 
01865 65388 Mon-Fri after 6pm (Oxon) 
Ml 370 Slalom, purplish, good condition. New 
Wave paddles and neoprene spraydeck. All for 
£200 ono Tel: 01884 881234 Ask for Martin 
Nordkapp HM, 3 hatches, footpump, full expe­ 
dition, immaculate condition, only used for 7 one 
day trips £750 Tel: Dorest 01202 553855 
Tiger K1 u/r kevlar hull, good condition, offers 
around £100 or swap for Dancer or such like 
(Sheffield) 01742 308303 may transport 

Prijon Gattino (purple) full airbags and full 
plate footrest £250 ono. Perception Chinook 
(yellow) Sea Kayak only used twice. Storage 
holds bow and stem, excellent condition £300 
ono Tel: Stuart Prosser 01443 202221 (South 
Wales) 
Thule car or Van roof bars: wnh traditional gut­ 
ter fixing. Complete with four key lockable 
security knobs. Very strong/secure system 
£50 Tel: 01452 812845 (Glos) 
Perception Dancer XT, exoellent condition, com­ 
plete with nose cone, back strap and padded · 
hip and thigh supports (with spare thigh supports 
for the longer legged paddler). Has mainly been 
used on flat water, must sell an no room in car­ 
port only £225. Also a glass fibre Snipe in as 
new condition. Very stable beginners kayak £50 
Contact Keith 01276 33021 Surrey area at 
any lime. 
Kober Weltmeister wooden paddle, length 
206 (right hand), not heavily used, £50 Tel 
01142414346. 
Acrobat 300, multi coloured red artline, 9 
months old , good condition, job abroad means 
quick sale needed, hence £250. Tel Andy 
01484 711619 or Sonia 01772 719327. Can deliv­ 
er to North of England. 
Prijon T Slalom, good condition, full white 
water spec, excellent for instucling, £200 Tel 
01922 417677 
Mega Juggler, top of the range, Kelver/Carbon 
construction with adjustable foot rests, back rest, 
airbags and neoprene spraydeck in excellent 
condition. £250 ono Tel 01895 253232 
Mountain Bat MK 2, full ww spec, all extras 
included, good condition £300 ono Tel 01895 
253232 
Pyranha Xlink Master with adjustable (full 
plate) footrest, block buoyancy and manufac­ 
turer's backstrap. £200 Tel 01323 730789 
CSC Pool Rotobat, adjustable (pedal) footrests, 
Buoyancy bag: £100 Tel01323 730789 
Coleman Canadian Canoe, 17ft long, red, 
fibreglass, only used 3 times, as new VGC. Cost 
£520 new, selling for £420 ! Paddles and buoy­ 
ancy aids also availiable. Tel 01491 577016 
MI335, yellow, full ww spec, good condition £160 
ono Tel 01509 853660 (Loughborough) 
Corsica S, VGC, full ww spec £335 Tel Brett 
01756 798651. 
Pyrahna CSC freestyle kayak, good condi­ 
tion, su~ beginner, £125 ono Tel 01293 771242. 
Canadian Canoe, 15' 8" macgregor (lain 
oughtred design) in glued clinker plywood, 
ellegant design with good tracking, as new, SOlbs 
£650 ono Tel 01960 365918. 
Kiwi 2, red with cartop, kiddie seat, no roof rack 
required, excellent condition only used four 
limes £250 ono Tel Hastings 01424 753669 
(evenings). 
Old Town Tripper (Canadian) 17' long, dark 
green, good condition, four years old, £570 
ono Tel 01923 231866/242574 Watford 
Baidarka Explorer Sea Kayak, Top deck 
whrte with full deck rigging, hull whne, front and 
rear bulk heads, front and rear hatches, 
aqustable foot rest, kayak approximately six years 
old, £290 ono Tel 01376 320839 after 6pm 
Small Flat, Notting,am £17,000, 7 minutes from 
H.P.P, cheaper than paying rent! Tel 01883 
714448 for more details. 
One Purple Prljon Avenger, with spraydeck, 
airbags, footrest, back rest, good condition 
Tel Jon 01538 360322. 
Reflex Barcelona, 2 Seasons old, Turquoise 
Blue, excellent condition £160 ono Tel 0191 455 
1169 Tyneside after 6pm 
Perception Reflex, purple plastic, vgc, with 
airbags and Yak neoprene deck, £200 ono 
Te1CampbeHon01823274501 or01716056240 
(office hours) 
Corsa S Red, WW spec, 17 months old, good 
condition, £250 ono for quick sale Tel 0177 

_2822519 (Preston) 
Perception Corsica S, full white water spec, 
full plate, footrest, green £235 Tel 01642 
586224 
Europa Kayak, good condition, £100 ono Tel 
Catriona on 0113 242 5299 (Leeds) 
Pyranha Magic ~ full ww spec, excellent con­ 
dition, plus Schlegai paddle and brand new neo­ 
prene spraydeck. Only £300 Tel Ian 01744 
29911. 
Prijon Gambler-Purple 1 year old, £350 ono, 
Tel Andy on 01719566689 or 0525 717161 
evenings. 
Comanche general purpose, vgc, yellow only 
£65.00 contact Adrian on 0181 950 4803. 
Canadian Canoes two coleman RAM-X 15' in 
very good condition, one year old. Ideal for fam­ 
ilies. New £520 each. Excellent value at £380 
each ono. Tel 01477 533855 (Holmes Chapel) 
or 0585 682862 (Mobile) 
Red Dancer £80.00, White Europa £60.00, 
Yellow Europa £60.00, Whrte Master £100.00, 

Green Dancer XS £150.00 Tel 01594 834661. 
Corsica S, excellent condition, airbags, full 
plate footrest and backrest, colour magenta 
£250.00. Contact Wayne Scott 0114 287 9782 
Dagger AQtl Mullk:oloured (red and black) cross 
linked, full plate footrest, bow cap, one year old 
, exoellentcondition. £350.00Tel 01784464859. 
Racing K1 (no seat) £50.00 ; Gaybo sanna 
extreme slalom £60.00, both sound condition 
- suit beginners. Peugeot 205 (5 door) roof 
bars vgc £30.00 Tel 01737 226 887 or 01227 
721 589. 
Pyranha Acrobat 300, art version (main colour 
is red). Full WW spec with airbags, back strap, 
fullplate footrest Only 6 months okJ but with slight 
dlamage to the nose which has unnoliceably been 
repaired. Offers around £350.00 Tel Darryl 
01268 556764. 
Dancer XT Red gc, Neoprene deck, back rest, 
decklines carabina loops, £180 ono Tel 01509 
267824. 
Ml335 Pro vgc, full ww spec, neoprene deck, 
nose cowe quick release skeg. £200 ono Tel 
01509 267824 
P&H Reflex keular carbon 3 gc, lilac purple 
deck, neoprene spray deck, back rest £175 ovno 
Tel 01509 267824. 
Wet Suit vgc, full length, purple green orange, 
removable sleeves. £45 ono Tel 01509 267824. 
Rosie Red Pyranha stunt bat, nearly new, 
ww spec, back rest, nose cone, thigh braces, 
full plate, air bags, no hard use. £325 (01502) 
731176. 
BAT MKV, wnh end grabs and fitted rear buoy­ 
ancy, made in fibre glass, as new, great ail round 
fun £100 Tel 01530 835771 
Eagle K1, glass, sis understem with spraydeck. 
£250.00ono-015 395 32814 
Alpha Waveski, with T rifin ans ankle leash £150 
ono Tel 015395 32814. 

Wanted or Swap 
Sea Kayak, expedition model preferred must 
suit larger paddler and be stable. Also Open 
Canoe or large double open-cockpit kayak 
around 15ft suitable for sailing. Ring Jerry on 
01814204757 (Watford) 
Original Mountain Bat or Rotobat ww spec, cash 
waiting Tel: 01603 662245 
BCU qualified SI kayakers wanted to work as 
guides in Turkey, May-November, grade 11/111 
white water experience required. Previous 
guiding experience an advantage but not essen­ 
tial. Fax your details on 010 90 252 413 3208 
Dancer JCT (red) good concition. Would like to 
swap for Pyranha Mountain Bat MK1 in similar 
condition. Tel: Dennis Burgess 01527 575596 
(Bromsgrove) 
Wood/Veneer Kayaks. Older type kayaks, wood 
construction, preferably K1 or K2. Any condi­ 
tion Tel: 01905 455007 (Wares) 
Identify this man and send stamped addressed 
envelope for great photo of paddler in Lynton 
Falls (Hole) 5th March on Wharfe. Red & Blue 
Freefall, Whne Helme~ Schlegai paddle (red tips) 
with Wild Water Buoyancy aid. Do you know 
this man? SAE to Clive Mills 8 x 5 (50p stamp) 
10 Crossley Drive, Lower Heswall, Wirral, L60 
9JR 
Prijon Avenger/Hurricane, any colour, prefer­ 
ably with neoprene spraydeck, willing to pay up 
to £300. Tel Ian on 01243 572937 (W Sussex) 
"The Ultimate Run" book by Bill Endicott 
(198?) Tel Lawrence Chapman 0151 729 
0640 
Sail and Outrigger for sea kayak, prepared to 
collect anywhere in mainland Britain. Tel Tim 
Bird-Walsall 01922 684811 
Sea kayak, good watertight condition, prefer­ 
ably anas acuta, could collect from Holleyhead 
or Stranraer area. Tel. 01232 423487 N.lreland. 
Pyrahna Acrobat 300 / 270, must be good con­ 
dition. WW spec essential excellent price paid, 
contact Steve on York 01904 760727 
Slalom K1 to suit 82kg 6'2 paddler, such as 
Arrowcraft Fury, full bodied Nomad or similar. 
Prefer Kev/Carbon construction Tel Richard 
01889 568365. 

Lost& Found 
1 set of Schlegel all rounders, mauve with Ras 
Dex slicker, on the Clywedog on 5th Feb. Tel: 
Doug Johnson 01375 675999 
Slalom Canoe, at Mile End Mill in Llangollen 
in March 1995. The canoe is pink and yellow, 
on the inside of the canoe there are two patch­ 
es with a phone no, written on it, if the boat is 
found (in any condition) please phone Ann Mc 
Anspie on 01722 332398 
14II single seater fibreglass kayak, blue 
and green, possibly hand painted. Found in 
Kegworth area floodwaters. Tel: Mr Kendall 
01509 673252 (Leics) 
Cag al Tyne Green, Hexham, on Sunday 5th 
Feb. Contact Craig on 0191 384 3237. 
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Manufacturers 
of all types of 
paddles for all 
aspects of 

• canoeing 

Unit 6, 
Strathclyde 
Business 
Centre, 
Pottery 
Street, 

Greenock, 
PA15 2UH 

Tel: 
01475 
743433 

Fax: 
01475 
745945 
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The very first event in the Cuervo Wild Water Rodeo 
Series attracted the largest entry ever for a Rodeo 
Event Organised by Playboater, 133 paddlers turned 

up to compete. For spectators, there was an opportunity 
to taste the World's number one Tequilla, as well as watch­ 
ing some of the best Rodeo paddlers in the world. 

This is not to include Paul Current, winner of both F1oat 
and Squirt in the Pre-Worlds at Augsburg last year. Paul who 
during practise on Friday was paddling extremely well, was 
taken ill and rushed to the local hospital, where he later 
had surgery for the removal of an infected appendix. 
Paul has made an excellent recovery, and may well be fit 
enough to paddle at the Cuervo Wild Water Rodeo on Tees 
in May. 

Saturday saw the preliminary events, with the novice com­ 
petition being won convincingly by newcomer Gareth 
Coltman. Gareth who was to go on to make the final in the 
main event is someone to watch as a potential paddler at 
international level. 

The Squirt Competition was the first of the selection events, 
and with an entry of ten paddlers was fought out over two 
semi's and a final. First was Bob Campbell, second was Jason 
Buxton, with Chris Taudevin in third place. 

The Old School Competition took place during the 
afternoon. This is a strictly fun non serious event, using 
equipment and software of a bygone era. To be within the 
rules of the competition, the boat has to be below £50.00 
on value, and other equipment including clothing below 
£25.00. To discourage cheating (ie. wearing expensive 
thermals), any paddler may be challenged and have their 
gear sold off at the respective valuations. It is rumoured 
that to avoid this happening, one competitor paddled 
naked. Yes, he did take a swim! Competitors were judged 
on their ability to perform "old school moves" with moves 
like wriggle bums scoring quite highly, but new moves 
such as cartwheels being marked down. For the second 
year running, Chris Lowe won the Grandmaster award, 
and again for the second time Anthony Perkins was Spod 
of the Year. 

First event off on Sunday, was the Ladies, again a selec­ 
tion event for the British Team. A few familiar faces were 
missing from the line up, with only six paddlers compet­ 
ing. Newcomer to rodeo, but well known in Slalom, Lara 
Tipper paddled brilliantly to take the Ladies title. In sec­ 
ond place was Louise Wigmore, with Greer McKenzie 
third. 
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The Main Float Even\'attracted 'an entry of exac 
100. The standard of paddling was so high that the judge' 
job ,became more difficult as each "round progressed. 
O'ri~r prC!jfu_rt were British Team members Antony 
Perkins and'JasoaBuxton. Antony not getting through his 
h'-at, ¥'1Jason going out in the Quarter Finals. 

Only three oflast years British Team made the Final, Chris 
Lowe, Paul Fletcher and Shaun Baker. They were joined 
by Colin Heald, Daniel Harris and Gareth Coltman, 
together with the Master brothers, Andy and Harley, 14 & 
15 years old respectively. 

The Judges with a difficult job to do started eliminat­ 
ing paddlers in the Final until they were down to four, Shaun, 
Paul, Harley and Chris. With Shaun (Topolino) and Paul 
(Avenger) both paddling strongly and well, it seemed 
that third place was between Harley (SS)-and Chris 
(Topolino}. Eventually the Judges giving third place to Harley. 

Comparing long boat moves to short is very difficult, with 
Shaun displaying a wide variety of moves in the shorter boat 
and Paul in the longer boat pulling of equally technical dif­ 
ficul ty. However try as they could they could not separate 
Shaun and Paul. It appeared that one Judge was going for 
Shaun, one for Paul, and one Judge undecided. The deci­ 
sion was finally made to share the honours, both being award­ 
ed joint first place. 

A big thank you to Cuervo, sponsors of this Rodeo and 
the series, and also to Heather Gunn for organising it all. 

The Cuervo Hurley Rodeo is part of the Cuervo Wild 
Water Rodeo Series, which is endorsed by the British 
Canoe Union, and includes three single discipline kayak­ 
ing events in 1995, all of which are for team selection, Hurley 
(25/26 March}, Teesside (13/14 May) and Nottingham (3- 
4June). 

The top 15 paddlers from the Series will qualify for The 
Cuervo Wild Water Challenge, an invitation multi-discipline 
event, at St David's Pembrokeshire, on 11 and 12 August. 
This event is the highlight of the sponsorship with the best 
European kayakers competing alongside the top 
British contenders for the title of The Cuervo 
Wild Water Champion. 

Open Float 
1. Paul Fletcher/ 

Shaun Baker 
2. Harley Masters 
3. Chris Lowe 
4. Daniel Harris 
5. Gareth Coltman 
6. Andy Masters 
7. Colin Heald 

Squirt 
1. Bob Campbell 
2. Jason Buxton 
3. Chris Taudevin 
4. Simon Turnton 

Ladies 
1. Lara Tipper 

2. Louise Wigmore 
3. Greer McKenzie 
4. Vicky Young. 

Open Event 
1. Shaun Baker 
2. Jan Kellner 
3. Tim Thomas 
4. Bill Mattos 

5. Andy Middleton 
6. Harley Masters 
7. Andy Stewart 
8. Andy Masters 

Ladies Event 
1. Louise Wigmore 
2. Vicky Young 
3. Julie Simpson 
4. Sandra Schmidt 

BITCHES SPRING RODEO - 
APRIL 15/161995 

In a fiercely competed Final, Shaun Baker in a Prijon 
Hurricane was judged to have the edge over his long term 
rival from Germany. Jan Kellner in a Prijon Dialbo. Shaun 
taking not only the first place but also commanding lead 
in the British Team selection process. With Jan second, 
the next best British paddler in third place was Tim 
Thomas. 

In the Ladies competition, Louise Wigmore paddled 
convincingly to take first place with Vicky Young in 
second. German champion, Sandra Schmidt not at all 
on form only managing fourth place. 

BCU RODEO COMMITTEE ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING 

AT THE BITCHES RODEO ST DAVIDS, PEMBROKESHIRE, 
DYFED ON THE 12 AUGUST 1995 THE RODEO COMMI­ 
TEE WILL BE HOLDING ITS SECOND AGM. 

Motions and Nominations for the post of Vice 
Chairman, Secretary for a two year term and officers in 
various positions for a one year term must be received 
in writing and signed by two voting members of the union 
no later than 22 July 1995. 
TO: Ross Faragher 

91 Selbourne Ave 
New Haw 
Addlestone 
Surrey 
KT15 3RF 

The agenda and nominations will be posted to any 
interested party who provides a SAE to Ross Faragher 
at the above address. 

{jnoe focus feature: rodeo _ 
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Editor's page 

LymeBay-TheAftennath 
H Having recently watched the re­ 

screening of the channel 4 
Despatches documentary on the 

Marchioness disaster, and making com­ 
parison with the outcome of the 'Lyme Bay 
tragedy' one could only wonder at the 
vagaries of the English legal system. 

From the outset of the sad events in 
Lyme Bay it was obvious that there would 
be repercussions. That they should have 
gone on for so long, and be so widely 
embracing, is a source of some concern. 

Quite clearly the totally avoidable 
deaths of four young people cannot be din­ 
iminished or dismissed. However, the 
reasons for the tragedy, and its significance 
must be properly identified, and the reac­ 
tions be relevant, otherwise quite inap­ 
propriate and unrelated concerns and 
measures will be introduced. The end 
result of such action is unnecessary inter­ 
ference with safe and legitimate activity. 

The factors arising out of the situation 
fall into three main categories: Public 
Perception; The Legal Implications; and 
the Jamieson Bill. 

Public Perception 
Had the group not drifted out to sea, 
nothing untoward would have occurred that 
day. Had the staff been anywhere near com­ 
petent, they would not have drifted out to 
sea. Tragic as the incident was, the rea­ 
sons for its occurrence are well established. 
The students did not just capsize and 
die. They drifted out to sea for some 2 hours 
before swampings began to occur. When 
all were finally in the water, it was again 
about 2 hours before hypothermia led 
to drowning. 

There have been a number of incidents 
since where members of the public have 
noticed a fairly normal 'canoeing occur­ 
rence', and have alerted the emergency ser­ 
vices, turning a straight forward rescue 
and recovery into a major happening. 

Paddlers have been dragged off to hos­ 
pital, given a cup of tea and released. If 
every canoeist who takes a short, cold 
swim, is to be hospitalised, we will bring 
the entire accident and emergency service 
to a grinding halt on most days of the year ! 

Many enquirers have expressed con­ 
cern about the requirements for the safe 
sup.ervision of canoeing, 'because of 
Lyme Bay', and have had to be asked 
'how is it possible to get blown out to sea 
from a canal/ river/ swimming pool in the 
middle of the country' ? 

Did the RYA have this problem after 
the Fastnet disaster ? Were the Coastguard 
called every time a sailing boat put to sea ? 
Yet many more people were drowned in 
the Fastnet race tragedy ! 

This is not, of course, to begin to 
trivialise in any way the sad, totally pre­ 
ventable, loss of life in Lyme Bay. It 
should not have happened and must not 
happen again. The fact is, however, that 
learning to canoe in the normal way, in a 
controlled environment, and under com­ 
petent staff, is actually a very safe pastime. 

We need to get that message across. 
We need also to get across the message 

that there are types and levels of canoe­ 
ing which do have inherent risks, but 
th~t the participants know and accept 
those risks, and train and equip themselves 
to cope with them. We do not need unin­ 
formed sensation-seekers from the media 
making headlines out of incidents which 
are part and parcel of the sport, merely 
because they are incapable of under­ 
standing that as people learn any sport or 
pastime, they develop a competence, 
which ultimately leads to their being able 
to play in situations which, in many 
instances, could lead to the death of a 
novice. 

It is hoped to establish an official dia­ 
logue with the Police and emergency 
services, to achieve an understanding, and 
perhaps a code of conduct, which should 
eventually 'take the heat' out of the situ­ 
ation. 

The Legal Implications 
The case is considered to have estab­ 
lished a precedent in that it was the first 
time in English legal history that a Company 
has been convicted of homicide, and the 
first time that a company director received 
a custodial sentence for manslaughter. 

Prior to 1965 a corporate manslaugh­ 
ter charge was considered inappropri­ 
ate. In that year, however, a prosecution 
did go to a full, but unsuccessful, trial. 
Although 19,400 people have been killed 
at work since that time, there has been only 
one prosecution - that of P&O following 
the Zebrugge disaster. That trial collapsed 
after only half the witnesses had been called. 

There has, however, been a gradual 
acceptence within the law of a company 
having a 'controlling mind'. That is, cer­ 
tain key personnel could be regarded as 
embodying the 'mind' of the company, and 
therefore being responsible for its actions. 

A difficulty has been, however, that there 
cannot be an 'aggregate of fault'. In other 
words, if a number of people were privy 
to information, which, if known collectively 
would have established that there was a 
potential for disaster, it cannot be regard­ 
ed that they were corporately liable. 

The reason that the prosecution of 
Active Learning and Leisure and its man­ 
aging director was successful is believed 
to be mainly because it was a small com­ 
pany, the 'controlling mind' was therefore 
relatively easy to establish, that 'control­ 
ling mind' had had clear warnings about 
the potential for disaster at the St Albans 
Centre, and the risks were serious and obvi­ 
ous, not technical or obtuse. 

///1~, =,u ender 

What about Canoe Clubs? 
The question has been asked as to whether 
or not canoe club officers could be pros­ 
ecuted. The situation is, in fact, unchanged, 
except that the increasing willingness 
generally, of people to sue, and the desire 
to establish 'blame' makes it that much 
more likely that a prosecution, or attempt­ 
ed prosecution, will follow an accident. 

If a club is not a limited liability com­ 
pany, then it has no separate identity in law. 
Responsiblity is shared among the mem- 
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bers. If a successful civil action is brought, 
and damages are awarded, then liability 
is unlimited and club members are per­ 
sonally responsible for any costs and 
damages which might be awarded in 
excess of the limit of the third party lia­ 
bility insurance. 

It is usually recommended that clubs 
become limited liability companies, as 
has the BCU itself. Before too much alarm 
and despondency is spread abroad, how­ 
ever, it should be noted that nothing has 
actually changed in legal terms, and there 
are many thousands of clubs and societies 
which have existed for many years with­ 
out all their members ending up in debt ! 

A recent circular from the Health and 
Safety Executive has reiterated the situ­ 
ation with regard to private members' 
clubs. This has endorsed the fact that 
adult members of clubs automatically 
accept the inherent risks of the sport, 
and are unlikely to succeed in an action 
against the leader, or presumed leader, of 
a journey or activity, if they fall foul of one 
of the kriown hazards of the activity, such 
as being pinned against an obstruction in 
fast moving water. This principle is known 
in law as 'volenti non fit injuria'. 

The situation is not quite so clear cut 
where juniors are concerned, and it is 
important that parental consent is obtained, 
and that parents understand the inherent 
risks. Provided clubs have reasonable 
guidelines, with a system of monitoring 
the ability of juniors, perhaps using the 
obtaining of a particular level of test to indi­ 
cate compentence to participate, there 
should not be a problem, howoever. 

Should a criminal prosecution be 
enjoined, then club members or com­ 
mittee would be 'on their own' as it is ille­ 
gal to insure against a fine arising from a 
criminal prosecution. 

The Bill 
David Jamieson, the MP for South Devon, 
the constituency in which the victims of 
the Lyme Bay tragedy lived, introduced a 
private member's bill in Parliament, seek­ 
ing to require that centres offering poten­ 
tially hazardous pursuits would be required 
to register, conform to nationally accept­ 
ed guidelines for the conduct of such 
activities, and be subject to inspection. 

The Bill was at first resisted by HM 
Government, but had cross-party support, 
and finally Government acceptance, and 
has now had its third reading. 

Currently the Health and Safety 
Executive are conducting a consultation 
exercise with governing bodies and oth­ 
ers involved in the field. It is anticipated 
that the Bill and its regulations will be pub­ 
lished for consultation in August/September. 
There will be a phasing in period of a 
year, with full implementation anticipat­ 
ed in 1997. 

The Bill is to 'Provide for the regula­ 
tion of centres and providers of facili­ 
ties where children and young persons 
under the age of 18 engage in adven­ 
ture activities and for the estavblishment 
of prescribed mininmum standards of 
safety in the provision of such activities 
and the maintenance and use of equipment 
and premises for the purpose of such 
activities'. 

The 'Adventure Activities' themselves 
have to be identified, and the definition of 
a 'Centre' also needs to be clearly deter­ 
mined. Representations have been made 
through the Central Council of Physical 
Recreation to keep clubs outside the 
scope of the Bill. The reason for this is that 
a club (for whatever sport) incorporates 
a body of expertise and competence in the 
activity (regardless of formal qualifications) 
which is not necessarily the case with a 
'Centre'. Many centres obviously do 
employ staff who are paddlers of the 
highest calibre. But at present any 'Tom, 
Dick or Harry' - or 'Theresa, Davinia, or 
Henrietta' - can set up a centre offering 
potentially hazards pursuits, and employ 
people as 'instructors' who have no for­ 
mal qualification, or even any ability, 
within the sport concerned. 

We would wish to avoid the situa­ 
tion which could arise, if the scope of the 
Bill became too wide, that no-one could 
go on the water without a 'qualified' per­ 
son present. Already we have situations 
where elite paddlers are not supposed to 
train, unless an Instructor is with them - 
struggling to keep up, and upright ! 

The Earl of Mar and Kellie, who hap­ 
pens to be a canoeing instructor, has 
spoken to the Bill in the House of Lords 
and sought to ensure that where cen­ 
tres which come within its scope are 
willing to offer free training facilities for 
elite performers, that this is not negated 
by the necessity to always have 'qualified' 
staff present. 

Exactly who will provide the 
Inspectorate is not yet clear, nor is it 
clear as to what will happen to the exist­ 
ing governing body approval schemes. 

As information becomes available, 
however, we will seek to keep you informed. 

Geoff Good 

IN YOUR AUGUST ISSUE 
The return of My Favourite Paddle 
The Lead in to the Slalom and 

Wildwater Worlds 
Equipment for Sea Kayaking 
Placid Water Progressions 

Sit-on Kayak Reviews 
and all the usual news, views and reviews ..... 



The classic favourite ... tried, 
tested and loved by 
paddlers the world over; is 
now available in a 'club' 

version. 
Excellent manoeuvrability, 
easy control, simple 
rolling. NB: For use on 
water up to grade 2 only. 

centres, 
schools and, 
of course, 
clubs. 

Two variants are available: 
Option 1 : With 'Keepers' adjustable 

footrests £255.00 
Option 2: With adjustable bulkhead 

footrests add £35.25 to 
option 1. 

The above prices include VAT 



This extremely 
waterproof coating 
system offers 
flexib'ility, durability 
and tapeability. 
And out performs 
other coated fabrics 
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