


GAMBLER The most outstanding world class medium 
volume whitewater kayak to hit the British market. 

Hydrodynamically tailored to maximise the efficiency 
of acrobating whilst white water paddling. 

Comfortable, sporty and manufactured from the 
unbeatable blow moulded polyethylene BMP. 

AVENGER The most successful radical kayak from 
Prijon in a decade. Low volume, stable and acrobatic. 
From white water to surf, this dream kayak becomes a 
reality for acrobating surfing freaks. Already a winner 
in Japanese and UK rodeos. Manufactured from the 

unbeatable BMP. 
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STOP PRESS ... CONGRATULATIONS BRIDGET THOMAS 
Gained first place at the World Rodeo Championships in the USA paddling the most ~: 

successful production rodeo boat yet - THE PRIJON AVENGER I 

>A 1/0NCR' AfT ..,_ The largest stockist for London and If I It ,. the South East for PRIJON, 
SCHLEGEL, GRUMMAN, INKA, H.F., 

VISA MAIL ORDER r. ROMER and many other leading 
~ vvorld products. 

ALL BROCHURES ENQUIRIES DIRECT TO AVONCRAFT 1 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9am to 5.30pm Saturday 9am to 1pm 

Burrowfield Industrial Estate, Welwyn Garden City, AVONCRAFT North: Carlisle Canoes, 41 Wigton Road, 
Hertfordshire AL7 4SR. Carlisle, Cumbria CA2 7AX 

Tel: (0707) 330000 Fax: (0707) 333026 Tel: (0228) 31703 
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SOLA LONG JOHNS 
NOW 

£39.95 £29.95 
SOLA ECLIPSE Performance 
long john with back zip, 
ankle zips and knee pads £69.95 £49.95 
TYPHOON 
Long john and bolero £125 £79.95 
•• FGll194 
SOLA DELUXE Long john 
with knee pads & ankle zips £55.95 
SOLA BOLERO to match above £45.90 
SOLA LADIES Long john with 
knee pads & ankle zips 
LADIES BOLERO 

£59.95 
£45.00 PADDLES 

••••• 81 SHORE STEAMER BOOT 
3mm blind stitched £19.95 

S2 SHORE ARCTIC BOOT 
4mm blind stitched, side zip £24.95 

From Andrew Ainsworth 
Designs. Top quality paddles at 

affordable prices 
A 1 C100/2 As C100/1 with colour £28.00 
A2 K100/4 As K100/2 

with alloy edge £78. 75 
A3 K100/2 As K100/1 with colour £57. 75 
A4 K90 RIM flat blade £38.60 
AS K106/2 Assymetric blade 
A6 Kl 00/1 All round, curved 
A7 Cl 00/1 RIM Canadian 
A8 K70 ABS flat blade 

-i;l 
Kayak paddles available in sizes 
180-220cm. Please state left or right 
handed. Canadian paddles sold uncut, 
165cm (trim to required length) 

• Falchion general purpose kayak 
• ABS paddle 
• Spraydeck 
• Windproof cag 
• Buoyancy aid 

COMPLETE PACK for only £299 

Y1 Fleece top, ultimate in warmth and comfort 
£28.99 

Y2 Hyperdry cag, 8oz fabric dry top, 'Action cut' 
£74.99 

Y3 Breathable dry cag, with fleece lined collar 
£95.99 

Y4 High chest trousers, breathable £39.99 

£63.00 
£49.60 
£25.00 
£23.00 

Stunt Bat 
Magic Bat from £399 
Master from £399 
DAGGER 
Crossfire from £440 
Freefall LT from £475 
MEGA 
Jester Pro from £399 
Juggler from £299 
Enigma from£349 <#> 

STARTER PACK 

SPRAYDECKS 

vs 

CLOTHING 

~b:e~~~n~CK ORIGINAL, 
spraydeck fo~:1 neoprene 
whitewat nous er £58.99 
Y6 YAK DECK CLAS ~ YB X ••••••• --'"' & ~ 0, ""'"' ., ••• ""'""' ·- ""'· L...., • Y9 "'·" £47.99 A. V ~ <i-'!>lQ XF, has one pocket 
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Pl CENTRE CAG (not pictured), heavy duty 
recreational cag £35.95 

P2 DRY TOP, the original-restyled for '94 £62.95 
P3 DOUBLEDAY TOP £84.95 
P4 SEMI-DRYTROUSERS, tactel material £45.95 
P5 NYLON SALOPETTES · with cordura 

reinforcement £71.95 

Personal 
callers 

welcome 

MAIL ORDER 

PHONE TODAY & 
RECEIVE THE GOODS 

TOMORROW 

Carriage Charge U.K. Mainland 
P&P PER ITEM 
Upto 1KG (Royal Mail) £1.50 
1 KG - 2KG(Royal Mail) £2.95 
Wetsuits over 2KG £4.95 
(next day service) 
Kayaks £9. 95 
(2 day courier service) 
EXCLUDING WEEKENDS 
ORDER IN SAFETY TO APPROVED 
MAIL ORDER COMPANY. IF YOU ARE 
NOT COMPLETELY SATISFIED WITH 
THE GOODS, RETURN UNUSED 
WITHIN 14 DAYS FOR FULL REFUND 
ON GOODS ONLY. 

SAFm 
P6 3.0m Pro tow line 
P7 2.5m Instructor tow line 

PS 15m Belay line 
P9 15m Bullet bag 
P1 O 25m Bank Rescue bag 

£29.50 
£13.95 
£31.95 
£26.50 
£36.95 

P9 

PS 

DIRTY HABITS 
AV70 6'10'" 
All round ski, ideal for ladies and 
juniors £345.INI 
AV907"l: 
Recreational ski for adults£355.00 
Surlrider8'0' 
Superb for heavier recreational 
skiers £365.INI 
XP75 & XP95 7'0'", 7' 4' 
Performance skis-intermediate 
through to advanced £375.INI THE CRUISER 7'10', 8'4", 8'10'£337.25 
RIPSKI 7'3" Ideal beginner & recreational ski 
Extreme, ~dical design £395.INI THE WEDGE 6'8", 7'1", 7'6' £337 .25 
~:die Leash £14_99 Performance ski for intermediates :' 
Ocean & Earth Stretch THELEGEND 7'5' £337 .25 :: 
Covers 7'6', 8'0'" £27.99 Top intermediate ski ii: 
Balin Seat Pads £12.99 THE PRO 7'0', 7'2", 7'4' £368.00 £ 
Paddle Edging £3.99 Competition ski radical manoeuvres o11 
Thruster Fin Set £14.99 ' .•• 
Adjustable Double Foot Strap THE OCEAN ROCKET £379.00 :g 

£18.99 Advanced level ski for serious surf ·!' 
Seatbelt £18.99 ~ 



The BCU AGM takes place on March 12 at Westminster Boating Base (full details 

enclosed). Although perhaps not the most stimulating of canoeing events it 

is a most important occasion and of particular interest this year will be the 

motion concerning eligibility which was discussed by David Gent in the 

December Canoe Focus. Also, the topic of federalisation will be fully discussed 

in an open forum where you can voice your opinion on whether or not to form 

an English Canoe Association, or is there another way of structuring the BCU 

to cater for all the aspirations of the home countries. Whether you attend or 

not please remember that democracy only works if you take part - so vote for 

your council repn,~sentatives by returning the ballot papers enclosed with this 

edition of Canoe Focus. 

BCU ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

European Canoe 
Association Formed 

Congratulations are due to BCU President 
Albert Woods who became the first President 
of the European Canoe Association at its 
inaugural meeting on December 11 in Rome. 

The meeting followed discussions at a variety of events 
during the summer months and the purpose of the 
new association is to assist the ICF in its work on the 
European continent and provide a forum for estab­ 
lishing technical interchange between its member fed­ 
erations. It is hoped that the new association will take 
a greater interest than the ICF currently does in the 
recreational aspects of the sport. 

Canoe Exhibition 
February is the time for the International Canoe 
Exhibition and this year the exhibition committee have 
prepared a bumper show with more stands than ever 
before. Back in London at Crystal Palace there is 
only one place to be on Saturday and Sunday 19 & 20 
February. See you there. 

ICF Television Workshop 
The BCU are arranging for member companies of the 
European Broadcasting Union (EBU) to attend a work­ 
shop in Nottingham financed by the ICF in order to 
discuss canoe sport and the various ways that it can 
be portrayed on television. Hopefully this will lead to 
a far better understanding of our sport by the televi­ 
sion media. 

BCU Licence 
Work continues on establishing a full BCU licence 
for all navigation's that require a separate canoe 

licence and negotiations with the NRA are looking 
very promising for block agreements which will include 
the Thames, Medway and Anglian rivers. 

Specialist Groups 
A recent Sports Council publication sited the BCU as 
an example of good practice with its policies on spe­ 
cialist groups. In particular the disabilities panel with 
their strides towards integration not segregation, was 
mentioned. 

Finance 
As I complete these items of comment my mind is firm­ 
ly on the BCU year end accounts and whilst it is too early 
to announce the outcome. I can say that whilst the organ­ 
isation is not completely out of the woods yet things are 
looking good and with the exception of a couple of days 
the BCU aank account has been in the black since 
December 1992, a complete year! 

Starlight Foundation 
The Starlight Foundation is a charitable trust set up to 
help grant the special wishes of critically, chronically 
and terminally ill children.The fund-raising is sports ori­ 
ented and previously funds for this worthy cause have 
been raised by running skating and cycling. Throughout 
1994 Starlight is asking if there are any clubs and indi­ 
vidual canoeists who could help them. as we go to press 
one or two high profile 'personality paddlers ' are get­ 
ting involved; more details in the next Canoe Focus. 
Meanwhile, if you would like to paddle for Starlight or 
get involved in any way please contact Peter Hewlett­ 
Smith on 071 430 1642. 

Paul Owen 
Director 

{jnoe focus comment /1{/g,· 5 
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Woodmill Canoeing and 
Outdoor Activities Centre 

A £206,000 project to improve the spe­ 
cialist canoeing and outdoor activities 
centre on the River ltchen at 
Southampton has been agreed by 
Hampshire County Council's Sport and 
Community Sub Committee. 

The Hampshire Outdoor Centre, 
Woodmill, owned and managed by the 
County Council, would offer overnight 
accommodation for the first time ever 
under the project, which also features 
a brick boathouse and a pontoon plus 
special access and facilities for the 
disabled, both to the building and on 
the water. 

The second floor of the 150 year old 
water mill in Woodmill Lane would be 
converted into sleeping accommodation 
for 20 people, including staff. The third 
floor would be altered to provide a 
kitchen and games area, while pro­ 
posed works to the ground floor include 
a toilet and shower for disabled people. 

Woodmill, with a large fleet of canoes 
and kayaks, already attracts schools and 
adult customers to its wide range of 
courses and events, but the new exten­ 
sion and alterations would also open up 
the centre's facilities to school groups 
now excluded from attending because 
of distance. 

Ugly containers now used for storing 
canoes would be removed to make 
way for the new boathouse with a 
workshop alongside. Landscaping would 
blend with the Older Urban Areas 
Regeneration scheme in Woodmill Lane. 

The project is subject to planning 
permission and approval by members of 
Hampshire County Council's Recreation 
Committee. If approved, the work could 
start in November this year, to be com­ 
pleted by March 1994. 

Woodmill is approved by the British 
Canoe Union and by the British 
Orienteering Federation. Other activi­ 
ties at the centre include rock climbing 
on an artificial rock tower, mountain bik­ 
ing and Dragon Boating. The Chairman 
of the Sport and Community Sub 
Committee, Councillor Grahame Smith, 
welcomed the project and said: " The 
improvements and new accommodation 
will enable people from other parts of 
Hampshire to enjoy the experiences 
of canoeing and other activities offered 
at Woodmill." 
"We particularly welcome the addi­ 

tion of disabled facilities such as the new 
pontoon and accommodation on 
the ground floor." ~ 

Paddling for Charity 
on Al I Fools Day 
Most people might 
think it takes a fool 
to jump into a canoe 
and paddle almost 

non-stop for 125 miles. On 
the 1st of April 1994, All Fools 
Day, hundreds of canoeists 
will be doing it for fun, for 
the competitive challenge - 
and for charity. 

Also Good Friday, 1st of 
April sees the start of the 

Devizes to Westminster Canoe 
Marathon along the lovely 
Kennet and Avon Canal and 
the River Thames. The 'DW' 
has been called the tough­ 
est canoe marathon in the 
world. 

It finishes on the River 
Thames but most of its course 
is along the Kennet and Avon 
Canal, which celebrates its 
bicentenary in 1994 as part of 

the British Waterways' Canals 
200 celebrations of two cen­ 
turies of canals in Britain. 

Each year, significant 
amounts are raised for char­ 
ities by DW canoeists. For 
this special year paddlers are 
being asked to obtain spon­ 
sorship for the K&A 200 
Challenge', benefitting 3 
charities. 
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Unit3A 
Ullswater Road 

Longhill Industrial Estate 
Hartlepool TS25 1UE] 

Cleveland 
Tel 0429 235737 
Fax 0429 865341 

* Fits any kayak, specifically 
designed for sea kayaks 

* Easily stored on rear deck 
* Stable outrigger 
* Upwind facility 

* All crossings within 
your reach 

CANOE & KAYAK 
SPECIALISTS '1'.0 ~ 

~o~ 
• Courses: group or individual, 

beginner or advanced 

• Suppliers to local Authority, HM Forces, 
Youth Groups, Clubs and 
Individuals etc. 

• Demo Boats on River Tees, only 60 
seconds from the door 

44 THE BANK, BARNARD CASTLE, 
CO. DURHAM, DL12 8PN TEL: (0833) 37829 
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INTERNATIONAL 
CANOE EXHIBITION 

Once again the exhibition is back at the 
Crystal Palace National Sports Centre. 
after last years' successful visit to 
Sheffield, many visitors will notice a num­ 
ber of new innovations. No longer will 
there be separate halls for trade and the 
voluntary sector, as all exhibitors are 
integrated in the four main display 
areas. A one way system will operate 
to guide visitors through all these dif­ 
ferent halls. 

In the past there has been severe con­ 
jestion around the food outlets on the 
South Balcony. To relieve this an addi· 
tional refreshment area will be in oper­ 
ation on the North Balcony, making 
another venue for visitors to meet up. 
There will be a display of canoe build· 
ing by traditional methods in one of 
the halls, which will also serve as a cen­ 
tre of interest. 

The usual comprehensive pro- 

gramme of lectures has been arranged, 
with lecturers from a·ermany and 
Russia presenting a truely Internation­ 
al flavour. Combined with preseratations 
from the Jersey Canoe Club's expedi­ 
tion to Greenland and a disabled group 
in Turkey, the lectures will be repeat­ 
ed on both days. Tickets at £1.20 can 
be obtained on arrival from the 
Exhibition Office. 

Likewise this is where tickets for 
the 'Come and Try it' sessions are 
obtained (also at £1.20), and young­ 
sters who wish to take part in this 
opportunity should remember to bring 
a costume and towel with them. 

The pool programme concentrates on 
competition and following the excit­ 
ing Dragon Boat bungy racing last year, 
two adult teams will race on.t... 
Saturday, and two youth teams on ~ 
the Sunday. .· 

Kennet and Avon Canal Trust's Water Appeal 
MuHiple Scerosis Society 

Startight Foundation 
I • •, ~ , 

As part of their sup­ 
port for the 'K&A 200 
Challenge,' canoe­ 
ists can also win 

prizes for themselves: 
• A weekend canal boating 

break for 4 on the Kennet and 
Avon Canal (sponsored by 
Reading Marine) for the pad­ 
dler or team raising the great- 

est amount for the K&A 200 
Challenge'. 
e The DW Charity Trophy 

awarded to the paddler or team 
raising the greatest amount for 
any charity or the 'K&A 200 
Challenge'. 
• DW Charity Draw - all 

sponsored crews can enter 
their name into a special draw 

to win £500 for their nominat­ 
ed charity. 

For further information, 
please contact: 

Terry· Kemp, Kennet & 
Avon Canal Trust. Tel: 0380- 
721279 (Trust Office)~ 
0831-477641(mobile) h._ 
0672-62131 (home). 

British Diabetic 
Association 
Volunteers are 
needed to join the 
staff of doctors and 
nurses on British 

Diabetic Association chil­ 
dren's educational holidays 
in summer 1994. Each year 
over 600 kids come away to 
20 holiday sites in the UK 
and abroad. 200+ staff are 
there to help out. You could 
be one of them. 

A knowledge of diabetes is 

-1-11- 1 {jnoe focus 

desirable but not essential. 
Enthusiasm and a willing­ 
ness to join in and help kids 
are your best qualifications. 
Travel and living expenses 
are paid to all volunteers. 
· If you would like to work for 
a week or two, please contact 
Graham Hood in the Youth 
Department at the British 
Diabetic Association on (071) 
323 1531 who will supply you 
with more information. 

Handy 
Kayak 

Following the outstanding suc­ 
cess of the English Handykayak 
team in Italy this year, a series 
of Sprint Training weekends 
have been arranged for people 
with disabilities who wish to 
pursue this sport. The squad has 
the benefits of expert coaching 
from National Sprint Coaches. 
If you would like to take advan­ 
tage of this opportunity con­ 
tact the Co-ordinator for the 
National Handykayak Sprint 
Squad training: Brian Bennett 
0905 756800 ext 60. 

..• 
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Moulded Support Struts 
Double Ankle Closure 
Diamond Top Tread 
Air Cushion Midsole 

Poured PU Footframe Midsole 
Forefoot Flex Plate 
3D Contour Design 

Control Sole 

PAUSE FOR THOUGHT 
What have ••• 

John Willacy [British Down River Team Member) 
& Mark Wignall [Premier Division Slalom) 

•.•.•. Got in common? 

A/ Both come from Garstang? 
B/ Both started canoeing under instruction from 

Dave Bagot of Garstang Adventure? 
Cl Both sti II shop for canoeing gear at Garstang? 

30~.l /O 
30~.l /8 
30~.l /V 
S~3MSNV 

If that does not convince you that Garstang Adventure is the 
place to obtain your canoeing equipment, then we don't know 
what wi II - buy from a champions shop. 

GARSTANG ADVENTURE 
CANOE SHOP 

THOMAS'S WEIND 
GARSTANG, LANCS PR3 1LN 

TEL: 0995 602114 FAX: 0995 601404 

L 
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r D's agony column 
DR D's Agony Column This page will become a regular feature depending on demand. If you have a question relating to any aspect of 
paddlesport, our distinguished panel of experts will be able to help. Send your queries to Agony Column, Canoe Focus, BCU HQ. 

Canoe Club Policy on Safety· 
From Canoe Focus 86 

Dr D: Our club, like Derek 
Clitheroe's, is currently review­ 
ing its policy on safety. In par­ 
ticular we are anxious about 
the situation where the club 
organises events for its own 
members, for example, an after­ 
noon out on the canal, a week­ 
end camp by the sea or a 
fortnight abroad using white 
water. We assume that courses 
run by the club by BCU 
Instructors for BCU qualifica­ 
tions comes under BCU rules and 
insurance, but it is these other 
events that form the main (non­ 
competition) activities of the 
club that concern us. What 
responsibility, in law, do the 
organisers have? What respon­ 
sibility, in law, do the partici­ 
pants have to the leaders? Is 
there any point in written dis­ 
claimers if the law over-rides 
these? Like most clubs we do not 
have a string of Senior Instructors 
to make these official events 
under the banner of the BCU 
rules. What we do have are 
very skilled paddlers who can 
lead with knowledge and skills 
to deal with the waters that we 
use and have detailed knowledge 
of the strengths and weaknesses 
of those taking part. As far as chil­ 
dren are concerned our club 
rules makes them entirely the 
responsibility of their own parents. 
If the parent gives up that respon­ 
sibility to another named adult 
then we suppose that the adult 
will act in 'loco parentis' taking 
the actions that any reasonable 
parent would take. Participants 
in club activities do so at their own 
risk, but in the knowledge that the 
club is taking every precaution 
it has within its means to make 
the activities as safe as it can 
within a hazardous sport. We 
would like to issue guidelines to 
our event leaders and guide­ 
lines for the responsibilities of the 
participant to the leader and the 
rest of the group in order to 

/'"~' I Ii dr. d 

improve everyone's under­ 
standing of risks and responsi­ 
bilities. Do you have, or do other 
clubs have, any model guidelines 
for us to consider? 

While I am writing I would 
like to offer a constructive criti­ 
cism about Canoe Focus. It 
must be very difficult getting a 
quart into a pint pot and I think 
the magazine has improved 
enormously of late, but I ven­ 
ture to suggest that the balance 
is not right yet. There is a say­ 
ing that 'take care of the pen­ 
nies and the pounds will take 
care of themselves' that applies 
to canoeing. I understand that 
the BCU would like to expand 
its membership and appeal to 
more people. How is it going to 
do that if its magazine is aimed 
mostly at the skilled canoeist 
and the competitor? Our Canoe 
Club has many non-competi­ 
tors and many canoeists at the 
1 Star/2 Star level who are still 
a long way from a proficiency 
award and indeed may not want 
to progress much further at the 
moment. Where in your maga­ 
zine are the articles for the new­ 
come rs that have just 
discovered canoeing? Where 
is the encouragement and infor­ 
mation for parents whose chil­ 
dren want to start canoeinq? 
What about the family who go 
out at the weekend in their 
Canadian canoe along the 
canals, quiet rivers and lakes? 
What about those who mainly 
paddle in swimming pools? The 
activities of the occasional/ the 
Summer/the novice/ the fair 
weather canoeist may be bor­ 
ing to the competitor, but it is 
the life blood of our club and the 
starting point for the Olympic, 
National and International 
Canoeists of the future. Big 
trees from little acorns grow. If 
the clubs and the individual 
members in each region are the 
mainstay of the BCU why are 

{j.noe focus 

their activities confined to only 
one page? Why not have a 
page dedicated to one club in 
each issue? Why not a page 
entitled 'Novices start here'? 
Why not articles like 'A Sunday 
afternoon out', 'The lazy man's 
guide to the kayak', 'Alternative 
clothes for the Canoeist', 'How 
to make the most out of your 
club', 'How to fix a kayak on 
your car'. Run a competition 
with prizes for non-competition 
articles if you can't find some­ 
one's arm to twist to write them. 
I find that arm twisting is usual­ 
ly the best way. 
Mike Simpson -BCCC 

DR D replies : 
In my understanding the law dif­ 
ferentiates substantially bet­ 
ween minors and adults. As an 
adult participating in an adven­ 
ture sport any problems you 
have are your own, as it is 
assumed that as an adult you 
were aware of what you were 
getting yourself involved in and 
could make mature decisions 
for yourself. 

If you are under formal instruc­ 
tion, particularly on a commer­ 
cial basis, it is assumed you 
are being led/taught in the activ­ 
ity and it is the instructors respon­ 
sibility to take care of safety 
matters and his/her students. 
In your club situation, if adults are 
with children in 'loco parentis' it 
could be construed that the lead­ 
ership situation is formal. 

In the case of minors they are 
ordinarily led/under instruction or 
are the responsibility of accom­ 
panying adults. 

There are, as always, some 
grey areas and most BCV 
Affiliated clubs have rules and 
regs to cover themselves. I am 
sending you a copy of our BCV 
guide to setting up a club, which 
includes a model constitution. 
Extra comment and input is 

always welcome, especially from 
the legal experts who paddle. 

If, as you say; you have very 
skilled and experienced pad­ 
dlers in the club it should be 
very simple for them to become 
BCV qualified: I know of parents 
who will not entrust their off­ 
spring to non-qualified adults. 

Editors comment on 
Focus content: 
Thank you for your input: 
Firstly, the magazine is 
not aimed at skilled 
canoeists and the com­ 
petitor, it is aimed at BCU 
members and potential 
members. It is also writ­ 
ten by members. I would 
love to receive more 
input aimed at beginners. 
The Top Tips pages are 
designed to address this 
need but as you will noie 
the articles are written 
by very few people. 
Believe me arms are firm­ 
ly twisted often to the 
point of being pulled off! 
We do run club pages: we 
await more. 

Most of the comments 
you have made have 
been addressed in recent 
issues: If you look back 
over the last 12issuesl 
think you will see a wide 
balance. The old problem 
still remains, if I don't 
receive it I can't print it. 
An additional problem of 
twisting volunteer arms 
is that I am often told 
that the arm is busy 
doing something else: 
like holding a paddle. 

In a nutshell, please 
send your articles: any of 
the topics you mention 
will do nicely : perhaps 
you have the time to ~ 
write one yourself.~ 
Mike? 



• CANOE COURSES AT ALL LEVELS 
• COACHING, PERSONAL PERFORMANCE 
• INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS 
• ADULTS, CHILDREN 

Lt. BCU •~~ 
• SEA KAYAKING EXPEDITIONS 
• WIDE RANGE OF OTHER 

~~==-,t 
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ook & video review 
All Books & Videos reviewed here are available at discount from BCU Supplies. Ring 0533 

830659 and ask for a brochure if you have not received one in your Focus Mailing 

All reviews by Kevin Danforth 

Devizes to Westminster 1994 Handbook 
Available from BCU Supplies, Price £5.00 

Now that the DW committee is a Ltd 
company the first obvious change to 

the paddler is the revamp of the information 
available to supporters and competitors. 
Everything that was in the old AS format is 
included and a lot more besides. The nature 
and scale of the event is grand: the handbook 
is now also grand. From the emotive cover pho­ 
tograph of sunrise at Chiswick (emotive if you 
have been there and felt the pain), to the 
hard facts of the mileage chart the guide is thor­ 
ough, factual and comprehensive. It includes 
a route plan for supporters (no excuses this 
time!) and infonnation on everything from rules 

to diet. Photos are included and the lock 
diagrams you need to tape to your deck are 
there for the copying. 

Some may gasp at the cover price, but all 
you need is there in one useful A4 volume. 
The previous system of buying a handbook, 
and then other bits and pieces was just as 
expensive. All you need in addition now is 
the ability to paddle all night and all day for 
125 miles. 

Unfortunately calories are not included: per­ 
haps the 1995 edition should be printed on edi­ 
ble rice paper to make it even more useful. 
When the going gets tough: eat the guide! 

Ocoee: The World Rodeo Championships 
Chrisfilm & Video: Available from BCU Supplies 

You've seen the pictures, 
read the article, now see 

the movie. This hour long com- 

pilation of playboating, compe­ 
tition, interviews and views of 
Tennessee gives a good insight 

The 1993 World Whitewater 
Rodeo Championships 

"ITS CAlll#AIE OUT 7Nffl!"-t.oe1Collins 
ltWl9tltNCIR ·IRICJACKSCN · -- ·SCOT 
....._.,. • DAUi J0tlNIOH · ALAN IRA8WEU. • LEI! amFIQLO 

_..., IIIMY MANY -0/F THE HOTTEST PLA-Tl!RS FIGHT 
IT OUT W 'HIEU.S HOLFI 

into what world rodeo was all 
about this time around. It shows 
the more positive aspects of 
the event and some candid 
insights from the paddlers them­ 
selves, often in the heat of bat­ 
tle. Shot by Alun Hughes, who 
seemed to be everywhere at 
once it is as true a snapshot as 
you are ever likely to see of an 
event. Shame he couldn't get a 
mike on the judges. Training 
footage is revealing and the 
actual competition material 
makes good lV. The Open Boat 
competition is for me the most 
impressive, showing what is 
possible but most UK play­ 
boaters will be keen on slow­ 
motion replay's of the multiple 
retendo moves from the hot 
kayakers. Given a few hours it 
is possible to dissect world 
champ EJ's technique and style 
piece by tiny piece, and for 
those who want to copy those 
cartwheels it will be worth the 
effort. It's all there including 
squirt, women's and British 
crowd waving the Union Jack. 
A nice memento if you were 
there: interesting, informative 
and revealing if you weren't 
there. 
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Jumping 
& 

JJiviNg 
If you vvant to take 

the longest drop, surf 
the biggest vvaves or 

do something in 
betvveen, then 

Pyranha have an 
excellent collection of 

high performance 
kayaks designed and 
built to raise your 
game and increase 
your time on the 

vvater. 

If you are looking to 
upgrade, or add to 
your quiver, cut 

through the hype and 
check out the facts. 

Talk Pyranha! 

(P)lV)rtQrn11h1Q 
Pyranha Mouldings Limited, Marina Village, Preston Brook, Runcorn Telephone (0928) 716666 Fax: (0928) 714399 



Right: 

The 

International 

Canyon. 

For the past eight years the Crackc Canoe Club of 
Lisbon has organised a canoe expedition on the River 
Tejo. This year they decided to change the venue and 

canoe 217km of the River Douro instead. 

/111:.:_, I I feature: portugal 

The River Douro flows from Spain through the 
International Canyon and the Port wine growing region 
of Portugal to Oporto. The expedition started at 
Miranda do Douro and Regua. There are 7 dams, 4 that 
have to be portaged and three with locks. Because of 
the dams the river is only grades one to two so there is 
plenty of time to admire the scenery. There were approx­ 
imately 125 canoeists taking part in the nine day trip, 
of these, five were British, one Belgian and the remain­ 
der were Portuguese. 

Having already canoed the River Tejo and having expe­ 
rienced the problem of having to ferry cars daily this time 
we flew to Oporto and travelled to Pocinho by train. There 
the railway ended and we completed the remainder of 
the journey to Miranda do Douro by coach. The organ­ 
isers kindly arranged for us to borrow kayaks. These were 
brand new sea kayaks made by Nelo. 

{jnoejocus 

Portugese Army 
Unfortunately for the organisers two weeks before the 
trip, the Portuguese army who normally cook the meals 
in a mobile kitchen and also supply mobile showers 
were shipped abroad, taking the only mobile kitchen and 
showers with them. Thanks to a lot of hard work by the 
organisers these difficulties were all overcome. This 
year a lady was as.signed to our party to act as an interpreter. 
This was a great asset as our knowledge of Portuguese was 
very limited. We all appreciated her kindness and 
patience especially as she put up with nine days of 
remorseless teasing. 

The distances covered daily were between 18 and 32km. 
From Miranda do Douro to Barca d'Alva the scenery was 
very spectacular as the river flowed through a deep 
rocky gorge with Griffon vultures soaring overhead. We 
began to think that they knew something that we didn't. 



form). This station was so isolated that people thought Far left: 
that it was no longer used. A local restaurant brought an Lea Ing the 
excellent meal out to us, after which we had ample v 
opportunity to sample the local Reserve Port. It was lock at 
quite a shock though, the following morning to be Poe· h 
awakened by the early morning train coming thunder- in °· 
ing down the track with lights blazing and horn blaring. 

Gradually the gorge became greener with terraced vines 
as we entered the Port wine region. The daily packed lunch- 
es became supplemented 
with fresh almonds, fresh figs 
and grapes that grew along , 

1' theriverbanks.AtPocinhowe Barca d 'Alva the scenery was 
encountered the first of the l h 
three locks. These are large very spectacu ar as t e rover 
sea locks that we entered ·flowed through a deeb rocky 
through large metal doors · r 
and we were then gently 1ow- gorge with Griff on vultures 
ered approximately 70m. We 
passedmanyQuintasorwine soaring overhead. 
farms belonging to well 
known Port wine producers and we were provided with 
an excellent lunch at Cockburns. This was accompanied 
by white Port, wine and red Port to finish with. The 12 
miles that we canoed afterwards were a lot easier but I Below: 
doubt that we kept in a straight line. The British 

All too soon we reached the last lock at Regua. The 
15 mile morning session had been particularly hard contingent: 
through torrential rain and strong head winds, but the Pet H h 
sun did manage to shine as we were lead the last few miles er ug es, 
to Regua by the most senior member of the party, an 85 
year old gentleman. 

The trip had been spectacular and well worth canoe­ 
ing but this was nothing compared with the friendship Palmer, Isobel 
and hospitality shown to us by the Portuguese people. We Seq 1 ( _ 
will always have very happy memories of them and of ue ra sec 
Portugal. We owe a very big "Thank You" to all the onded for the 
organisers who gave up 9 days of their annual holiday to trip) 0 

th. . , oreen run 1s trip. 

The portages at the dams were obviously steep and 
quite difficult, especially when canoes suddenly had to 
be turned at right angles through narrow tunnels, but 
everybody worked together as a team and this made every­ 
thing much easier. This part of Portugal is very remote 
and some nights we camped 15km from the nearest vil­ 
lage, so facilities were very basic or non-existent, but a 
fireman's hose pipe makes a good shower. Some meals 
were provided by the organisation and some evenings they 
were at local schools or restaurants. One evening we camped 
at Ferradosa station (some ofus unknowingly on the plat- 

From Miranda do Douro to 

Peter Hughes 
Margaret & Malcolm Palmer 

Doreen Kennet 
Roy Woodgate 

Margaret and 

Malcolm 

Kennett and 

Roy 

Woodgate. 

{j.noe focus feature: portugal ;,,,_, / - 



ornpetition focus 

CHESTER WEIR RODEO 
28th November 1993 

Trevor Str'affon 
In pain! 

S unday the 28th was one 
of the most bitterly cold 
days of the year so far, a 

good day for a Rodeo! An early 
morning briefing held at Queens 
Park School Boathouse saw 
nearly thirty hardy contestants 
pleading with the organisers 
for mercy but to no avail. The 
heat places were allocated and 
an early morning practice ses­ 
sion was soon underway. 

Great Potential 
Chester Weir is one of the less­ 
er known Rodeo sites in Britain but 
it has great potential. The weir itself 
is a stepped affair that was actu­ 
ally too dry to play on, so the 
event concentrated on the pour 
over at the side. This fast moving 
jet, actually the outfall from a 
Victorian power station, is very sim­ 
ilar to the one found at Chertsey 

Weir on the Thames. It poses 
similar problems to the paddler, 
who often finds himself reluc­ 
tantly engaged in a never ending 
cartwheeling dislocation scenario. 
Paddlers used to Chertsey will 
also appreciate the feeling of 
being picked up and having your 
face rubbed repeatedly up and 
down a brick wall. Another 
humourous aspect to this weir is 
the upper jet of water that comes 
from the outfall, imagine squirting 
yourself in the face with a hosepipe 
in the middle of winter whilst try­ 
ing to do something difficult. This 
was definitely an event for people 
with the right sense of humour. The 
practice session ended quickly 
with very few manoeuvres being 
performed, people were just inter­ 
ested to see what it might be like 
if they accidentally did get wet. 
Paddlers of the responsive 
Topolinos/Spuds unfortunately 
did better cartwheels than most 
and paid the price with several 
involuntary breakfast regurgitations 
floating around the eddy! The 
wind was picking up under Chester 
Bridge and conditions were dete­ 
riorating rapidly. Heats were fin­ 
ished quickly as paddlers hid in the 
eddy trying not to catch the judges 
eye and Rodeo etiquette reached 
an all time high! With the first 
round out of the way it was soon 
time for the finals. Several paddlers 
had by now established a bit of a 
reputation with Rodeo techniques 
particularly suited to this event. 
Trevor Stratton and Paul Riley 
had mastered the art of hiding 
behind the bridge support whilst 

Shaun Baker and Paul Fletcher 
were actually playing the weir! 
Some people never learn! 

As the final progressed the 
temperature dropped and so did 
the river. This part of the Dee is 
tidal so the distance the outfall 
dropped slowly increased and the 
stopper at the bottom got mean­ 
er! Shaun Baker had a tricky 
moment when he flipped upstream 
pinning himself on the wall. As 
he did so, he was later diagnosed 
as having a fractured rib but was 
so numb that he managed to fin­ 
ish the event. A searing final was 
eventually won by Shaun alter­ 
nating between his Spud and 
Hurricane/Avenger with Paul 
Fletcher hot on his heels in a 
Carbon Kevlar Pyranha proto­ 
type. Lynden Wales put up a par­ 
ticularly brave fight and took the 
Junior prize whilst Greer Mackenzie 
overcame the torturous condi­ 
tions to win the Ladies. By this 
time the sun had gone down and 
everyone breathed a sigh of relief 
as they crawled off the river to 
find whatever warmth and com­ 
fort was available on the bank. 
Unfortunately the earlier rounds 
had used all the hot water for the 
showers! 

Very Successful 
Despite the conditions this event 
proved very successful being as 
much a test of dedication as pad­ 
dling skill with most of Britain's 
highly ranked paddlers turning 
up to do battle. The site itself has 
great character and typifies many 
of the more obscure sites that 
Britain playboaters find them­ 
selves paddling. I am sure that a 
lot of paddlers will already be 
psychologically preparing them­ 
selves for this event next year! 

Thanks to the sponsors and 
organisers Playboater and 
Affinity Watersports and also to 
Ainsworth, Palm, Pyranha, Wild 
Water and YAK for their gener­ 
ous support. Also a big thank you 
to Queens Park School for the 
use of their facilities. 

Written by Nick 
Mallabar based 
on a true story 

by Paul Fletcher. 

POLO 
At its meeting on 11 December 
1993 the Executive Committee 
of the BCU Polo Committee 
decided that the wearing of 
faceguards by all players in 
BCU Canoe Polo competi­ 
tions should be made com­ 
pulsory. 

This rule will come into 
force on the 1 September 
1994, the delay is to allow 
players the time to obtain an 
appropriate faceguard. Prior 
to this date, as for the last 
six years, the wearing of face­ 
guards is strongly recom­ 
mended. 

All such faceguards shall 
be designed and constructed 
to offer adequate protection 
to the forehead, eyes, nose, 
mouth and chin. 

Any player or manufac­ 
turer requiring further con­ 
firmation of these rules should 
contact: 

Phil Bennett, Chief Referee 
0902 883708 

RODEO RESULTS 

Mens 
1 Shaun Baker I 1 
2 Paul Fletcher 
3 Malcolm Horner 
4 Oliver Dyers 
5 Paul RIiey 
6 Trevor Stratton I > 
7 Lynden Wales 
8 Paul Wilson 

Ladies 
Greer Mackenzie 

Junior 
1 Lynden Wales 
2 James South 

Novice 
1 Pete Webb 
2 Peter Harding 
3 David Bentzen 
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FIVE OAK GREEN, NR TONBRIDGE, KENT 
Tel: 0892 832128 

LARGEST SHOWROOM IN KENT 
BARN FULL OF CANOES AND KAYAKS _,.... _.,,,.._ 'I ~ OA<a• 

~~.~,~ ~ 

Mall Order 
SEE US ON STAND 103 AT CRYSTAL PALACE 

Open Sundays 11.30-2pm 

ROTHER VALLEY WATERSPORTS CENTRE 

DISCOUNTS 
GROUPS/CLUBS/QUANTITY PURCHASE 

0% FREE CREDIT 
PAY YOUR DEPOSIT PLUS 3 POST­ 

DATED CHEQUES OVER THE 
FOLLOWING 3 MONTHS 

SHOPONLY- 
2MILES trom Ml 
2MILES lrom SKI CLUB 
3MILES trom AVCP 
7 MILES hom ~EFFIELD 

ROAD TRAILERS 
CUSTOM BUILT TO YOUR OWN 

SPECIFICATIONS. SAFETY CAGES, 
BRAKES, LIGHTING BOARDS ETC. 

MAIL ORDER 
FREE DELIVERY 

Anywhere in mainland UK 
RING FOR DETAILS 
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Tees Side National 
Indoor Canoe Slalom 

Sheffield - December 1993 

[lonsistency has been 
the trademark of Tee­ 
sider, Andy Raspin, 

who took his third win in a 
row at the first ever National 
Indoor Canoe Slalom, run in 
the International Pool at 
Ponds Forge, Sheffield just 
two weeks before Christmas 
Day. Andy showed that his 
main strength was to be able 
to adapt to the water condi­ 
tions, just plain flat that day 
and more used to having 
swimmers plough up and 
down the marked out lanes. 
His win in the men's kayak 
event was the most thrilling 
spectacle of the day when he 
just pipped Junior World 
Champion James Croft and 
"oldie" Russ Smith who fin­ 
ished in third place. 

Around one hundred and 
fifty competitors from Divisions 
5 through to Premier chose to 
take part in the event, spon­ 
sored by Teeside Development 
Corporation who took every 
opportunity to target their audi­ 
ence. The Tees Barrage, their 
new £50 million facility, is to 
open in the autumn of this year 
and is expected to transform 
an eleven mile stretch of the 
River Tees providing a wealth of 
water based activities. Included 
in the Tees Barrage will be an 
international canoe slalom course 
with a camping and caravan 
site adjacent. 

Five times world champion, 
Richard Fox MBE, opened the 
event and was assisted by gold 
medal winning team mates 
Melvyn Jones and Shaun Pearce 

in both a demonstration and a 
"Come and Try it session" held 
during the competition and just 
before their departure for the 
BBC's Sports Personality of the 
Year show. Chairman of Teeside 

Development Corporation, Mr 
Ron Norman was an admirable 
pupil during his Eskimo roll 
instruction! 

Heats and finals meant a 
whole day of competition which 
took place on a day when 
Sheffield, true to form, gave us 
a spectacular fall of snow which 
caused havoc on the roads for 
our journeys home late in the 
evening. 

The women's kayak event 
too, provided us with the usual 
high drama and it was former 
British Champion Rachel 
Crosbee of Nottingham who 
took first place from Penny 
Briscoe, with current British 
Champion, Lynn Simpson tak­ 
ing third place. 

Flat water specialist Bill 
Horsman won "gold" in the 
Canadian singles with the Scots 
pair, Stuart Pitt and Mike Millar 

coasting home in the Canadian 
Doubles event. 

Winners of the day in both 
Premier and Division one were 
awarded training grants in addi­ 
tion to their handsome glass 
trophies which were also 
awarded throughout all div­ 
isions and categories. 

Slalom News 
Slalom Yearbooks 
The 1994 edition - will be post­ 
ed to all ranked paddlers at 
the end of January to address­ 
es provided to Ranking 
Compilers during the 1993 sea­ 
son -this year, do please remem­ 
ber to inform your Ranking 
Compiler if/when you change 
your address. 

No increase in entry fees 
this year for all Slalom com­ 
petitors. Entry cards still obtain­ 
able from Mrs Irene Osborne, 
9 Stanton Place, Mansfield, 
NG18 5PW- please remember 
to send sae. 

New Vear Message 
To all veteran competitors - 
your own annual British 
Championships will take place 
this year along with the Div 2 to 
be run in July at Holme 
Pierrepont. 

C2crews 
Watch out for the newly com­ 
bined divisions - Premier and 
Div 1 now join together and 
also Div 2/3 - numbers in this 
category have forced this re» 
nalisation. 

Plastic Boaters 
This year, we're doing a feasi- 

bility study to consider several 
possibilities - a completely sep­ 
arate "Plastic" boat class - per­ 
haps a separate divisional 
system? We plan to run a pilot 
scheme later in the year - if 
you would like more details or 
would like to take part, please 
send your views to Slalom 
Development Officer together 
with sae for details of any spe­ 
cial events. 

Bibs 
If you are ranked in Divisions 4 
through to Premier, you will 
know that you need to apply for 
your new 1994 bib well before 
you intend to compete. 
Application details are includ­ 
ed in the Slalom Yearbook - 
still unsure of the procedure - 
contact SDO for details and 
please remember to renew 
your National Association mem­ 
bership in good time. 

Associates' 
Division 
This is strictly for those com­ 
petitors who choose not to 
compete in the overall rank­ 
ing system but who are still 
involved in assisting with the 
agai lisalion or judging at Slalom 
events. Competitors receive an 

end of year position based in 
their results in the Officials' 
events at any slalom - if you 
would like more details, please 
contact Roy Bradshaw, the 
Associates Division Compiler - 
tel. 0614277324. 

Slalom Sklll Award 
Now in full swing - this is for any 
canoeist who wishes to learn 
and be subsequently tested 
on all the necessary skills 
required for slalom, which in 
tum, will help improve all round 
water skills. Successful can­ 
didates receive a lapel badge, 
a boat sticker and a certificate. 
Send sae for details of the syl­ 
labus to: The Scheme 
Administrator, 10 Crowland 
Road, Hartlepool TS5 2JJ. 

lntematlonals 
Abroad 1994 
A list of fixtures are now avail­ 
able, please send your request 
for entries to SOO early. 

New Address/ 
Tel No etc: 
Sue Wharton, Slalom Dev-elop­ 
ment Officer, The Old Bothie, 
Broadgate Lane, Newark, Notis, 
NG23 5RZ. Tel: 0636 705363 
Fax: 0636 701910. 
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KENT CANOE SERVICES 
AVONCRAFT SOUTH 

Large Canoe Shop offering friendly advice on: 
Boats from: Prijon, Pyranha, Perception, Dagger, Ace, Mega.-=-··-­ 
Demo boats, inc. the new Prijon Avenger & Gambler. Prijon Test Centre. 
Accessories from: Palm, Playboater, Nookie, Ainsworth, 
Schlegel, Stohlquist. And Much, Much More! 

B.C.U. Approved Canoe School run by B.C.U. Coach, contact Grant Scamell for the 
1994 programme. 
Map 

TOWUT 

Opening Times 
Mon - Closed 
Tues - 9.30 - 5.00pm 
Wed - 9.30 - 12.30pm 
Thurs - 12.30 - 8.00pm (Late night shopping) 
Fri - 9.30 - 5.00pm 
Sat - 9.30 - 5.30 
Sun - Canoe Courses 

Directions: We are 3.5 mins from 12 - M20/J2a - M26 and only 17 mins from Dartford River Crossing and under one hour from Channel Ports 
New House Farm, Kemsing Road, Wrotham, Nr. Sevenoaks, Kent TN/5 7BU Telephone: 0732 886688 

Service you can take for granted!! 

Navigation • Weather • Kayak design • Tide Races • Expedition Planning • Towing • 
Fishing • Rescues• Paddling Doubles • Basic Skills • Canoe Sailing • Paddle Design • 

Paddling Techniques • History of Kayak Design • Boat Trials• Trade Stands• Photography 
• Pool Sessions • Moving Water Skills • Women's Paddling Group • Safety at Sea for 

Instructors • BCU Instructor courses • Creche • Bars • Travelogue Lectures 
-just some of the events planned for this year at:- 

Anglesey International Sea Symposium 
Bank Holiday Weekend April 29th to May 2nd 

+ optional 4 days of training, BCU courses, lectures and trips - 
May 3rd to 6th 

Now in its fourth year, this is the premier sea kayaking event. Held at A.S.S.C. near Holyhead, you have a choice from the best 
coastal waters for all levels of experience. Some of the world's most experienced paddlers will be there to share their adven­ 
tures with you in slides shows and lectures. 

Beginners to the sport can learn basic skills, and intermediate and advanced techniques can be developed. 
The programme consists on the water clinics, practical demonstrations, lectures, boat demonstrations, trade stands. If you 

want to gain BCU awards - stay for the week for some of the best value courses available. 
The centre offers accommodation or camping and local flats and B and B are available. 

For more details and an application form contact: 

VALLEY CANOE PRODUCTS LTD. 
Private Road No. 4, Colwick Estate. Nottingham. Tel 0602 614995. 

OR: A.S.S.C. PORTH DAFFARCH, TREARDDUR BAY, ANGLESEY, GWYNEDD. TEL 0407 762525 
or from Sea Kayak clubs and manufacturers stands at Crystal Palace Exhibition February 19/20 

SEE US AT CRYSTAL PALACE 
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The British 
Surf Chatnpionships 
What A Great J#iy To End A Great Season 
A fter (two or was it 

three?) postponements 
due to lack of surf, I was 

half afraid to call the contes­ 
tants together to try and run 
the 1993 British Paddlesurf 
Championships. 

The venue of Widemouth Bay 
near Bude has changed dramat­ 
ically over the past two years, 
(due to storms etc) the surf is 
still there, but it has lost its sand 
bars and helpful rips, so when it 
gets big, it becomes hard work to 
get outside the beachbreak. Add 
a nice offshore wind and those 
waves stay up a long time before 
crashing down in huge unmake­ 
able sections. "When the going 
gets tough, the tough get going!" 

Huge Margin 
On arrival I was surprised to find 
really good surf plus the afore­ 
mentioned beach break standing 
around two metres. The sigh of 
relief was too obvious and I lost 
my street cred for surf forecast­ 
ing. Working out the heats and 
judging rota was done in record 
breaking time {before the surf 
could change its mind), and John 
Allan opened the event with his 
normal superior surfing style, win­ 
ning by a huge margin and set­ 
ting a precedence that was not 
going to be easily matched (but 
was) let alone beaten. 

Gary Adcock, Mark Richards, 
Kevin Trudgeon, Simon Discombe 
all dinosaurs (sorry) from the 80's 
equalled John Allan proving age 
and experience still counts. We 

Winner Simon 
Discombe with wif1 

s 

could have a Jurassic Park con­ 
test in 1994! Ian Plumridge helped 
every novice with advice on judg­ 
ing, how to get outside, how to 
get back in, then went out and 
beat them, but still offered encour­ 
agement, and tips during the heats, 

Retirement 
Shock exit was Clive Kerswell, after 
showing his return to form at both 
the Internationals and the North 
East, Clive back-looped, hurting 
back muscles and nerves, forcing 
his retirement. Luckily Clive is 
now fully recovered, but his Mega 
Jester is still in traction from a 
near folding under the seat, show­ 
ing the force the tail of the kayak 
struck the bottom in the dump. 

By the end of Saturday all the 
preliminary rounds were out of 
the way leaving semi finals and 
finals for Sunday. So we all retired 
to the Widemouth Manor for a 
social. The size of the surf took its 
toll at the social, it was unusual­ 
ly quiet, no rave gloves, no pants 
on heads, no fuzzy duck, very 
quiet, was Clive Kerswell being 
missed or was he lucky to be in 
casualty, doing the rounds he 
knows off by heart! 

Sunday dawned rather too 
early and the van decided to 
have a lay-in. Phil Lucas and I 
adopted our 'All Blacks" prop for­ 
ward pose and pushed the 
"thing" around the carpark until 
we found a suitable slope for the 
bump start. Ian Plumridge and 
his crew in the next van had sim­ 
ilar problems and solved them in 
a similar manner. What a way to 
wake up! 

Popped Shoulder 
Semi finals came and went with 
few surprises, Mark Richards still 
looking for a final in his new boat. 
Gary Adcock was unusually "off 
the pace", Penny Allan, the thorn 
in the side of many male com­ 
petitors and the unfortunate Simon 
Davies whose shoulder popped 
while holding a final place with five 
minutes to go, were the four los­ 
ing semi-finalists. 

Three ladies and two juniors 
combined to make their respec­ 
tive finals a "Grand Finale". Penny 
Allan stormed away from the rest 
of the field, with waves when she 
wanted and enjoying herself as she 
always does. Phil Lucas snatched 
the Junior title from fellow England 
Junior Andrew Wright with some 
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good solid manoeuvres, including 
a rather novel reverse shoulder run, 
showing great form for the future. 
Phil owes his sister a big thank you, 
it was her Ml370! · 

The Wave Ski final was a good 
tussle between Gary Adcock and 
another dinosaur Phil "Chippy" 
Carpenter. Gary getting the deci­ 
sion with his normal ride it to the 
beach, length is better than size 
(though I know a story about 
that!) way of surfing which made 
Gary the Ayatollah we all know. In 
third was novice Pete Yates. Pete 
made a good show in his first 
contest winning highest placed 
novice in kayak as well as his 
third in ski. Pete, along with Phil 
Lucas all come from the Kerswell 
school of surfing, some consola­ 
tion for Clive. 

The Hot dog-freestyle event 
was a solid win for Ian Plumridge, 
he had to use his reserve boat 
(plastic Sabre) and decided to 
play with the surf in and around 
the Camel rock reef, Steve Earl 
second ,James Manser third with 
an enormous grin on his face. 
Never challenge this man to an 
act of daring in his Sabre, you'll 
lose! and he really does enjoy 
doing the unusual. 

Laid Back Approach 
The Open Final {the big one) run 
over twenty minutes was frantic. 
John Allan establishing an early 
lead. Ian Plumridge was taking 
waves (perhaps too many) like no 

tomorrow, but still grinning. Chris 
Bray continues to impress with a 
laid back approach and had a 
great final ride once he warmed 
through. Simon Discombe start­ 
ed poorly but began to improve 
when the nerves settled, as 
defending champion he seemed 
to chase arch-rival John Allan 
over every inch of wave. As the 
final hooter sounded it was agreed 
it was tight, one judge scored 
equal first, equal third. 

Sandra Discombe refused to 
total up the final scores, because 
she· knew it was very tight. Three 
recounts and several minutes 
passed before I had to announce 
that Simon Discombe retained 
his British Title by 1 point over John 
Allan, Ian got third, Chris fourth. 

Phew, it was over. Thanks 
everybody for making it a good 
contest, thanks Widemouth. I 
think the novices deserve a men­ 
tion for going out and compet­ 
ing in · expert' conditions. And 
the crowd, yes, we had an audi­ 
ence, thanks to the Lotus driver 
and his crowd. 

I said that's it no more organ­ 
ising, chief judging or bottle wash­ 
ing for me, let the ulcers and 
blood pressure heal. 

See you at Polzeath in March 
where I somehow ended up run­ 
ning a contest. Be there! Special 
thanks to Sandra Discombe for 
keeping the scores and 
making the tea. 
Stephen Kerswell 



EQUIPPED FOR ADVENTURE 

CANOEING/CLIMBING/DIVING 

021-559-0701 
78 OLDBURY ROAD, BLACKHEATH 865 0JS 

* PADDLE FOR 
STARLIGHT 

We have registered over 1,500 wishes and are now organ­ 
ising 4 wishes a week. But we need YOUR help to 
ensure we never say no to any of our 'special children' 
please help us. Be a star - grant a wish 

Complete the form 
below and send it to: 

John (10) suffering from 
muscular dystrophy wanted a 
computer. Starlight made his 
wish come true. 

The Starlight Foundation 
grants wishes to seriously ill 
children. 

Starlight Foundation 
FREEPOST WC 5327 
London WClA 2BR 

Name _ 
Address _ 

Tel No _ 

Event (if known) _ 

We will send you a sponsorship form and a T-shirt 
Reg. Charity No. 296058 

EVEN MORE IN 

EXCITING TIMES IN '94 

•9· 4 FROM LANCASHIRE'S 
• • • No.1 CANOE SHOP 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
TO CALL UPON 

MORE! 
OLD TOWN DISCOVERY'S 
119 - £S74 
1S6 - £667 
174 - £S74 
WITH FREE PADDLES AND 

BUOYANCY AIDS 

A PLAsr,c CANADIAN 
CANOE FOR ONLY £399 
-IMPOSSIBLE?. WE'VE 

GOT IT* 
*SPECIAL PROMOTION PRICE 

JAN-FEB-MAR ONLY 
~ 

CLUes, GROUPS, SCHOOLS, ETC, 
WRITEifAX US ON YOUR OFFICIAL 
NOTE PAPER FOR DETAILS OF OUR 

"GOLD BONUS" OFFERS_ 
- You WILL BE SURPRISED CALL DAVE OR MARV 

- NOW - 

CARSTANC ADVENTURE 
THOMAS'S WEIND - GARSTANG - LANCS PR3 1LN 

. . MAIL ORDER WELCOME - FAST SERVICE 
~ ACCESS TEL: 099S 602114 FAX: 099S 601404 VISA-= 
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Letters Page 

Your _opportunity to write in and comment on what is going on in canoeing today. 

'YAKKITY YAK' 

The Focus letters pages are 
now sponsored by YAK. The 
star letter will receive a prize 
of canoeing equipment from 

WaveHopper 
BCU 
Backs lap! 
Dear All: 
Recently there have been a 
number of letters from people 
who feel it is their God-given task 
to slag off the BCU. 

To these people, a few points. 
1. The BCU is run by a few, 

overworked, paid people, who 
work all day for your benefit; 
this is what you pay member­ 
ship for. I would like to thank 
them for all the times I've 
phoned up, at the wrong times, 
for help, and got it in a polite 
and helpful way. They are usu­ 
ally friendly and sympathetic; 
would you be after all the flak 
you dish out? 

2. The rest, e.g access offi­ 
cers, do a huge amount for 
nothing. If you don't like it, why 
not get up off your **** and do 
something about it? 

3. The BCU has 20,CXX:J mem­ 
bers. Most of the people I pad­ 
dle with plan trips on cigarette 
packets. Could you adminis­ 
ter 20,000 river loonies and a 
coaching scheme, along with 
races, access, legal bits 'n' 
bobs etc, etc? AND ALWAYS 
GET IT RIGHT? 

If so, hi God. What is the 
meaning of life? 

If not, the ones who DO try 
to do all of the above don't 
need your criticism. 

If you begrudge the £20-ish 
it all costs, go elsewhere, it'll cost 
you about £100 for less of a 
service in the real world. 

If you are not part of the 
solution, you are part of the 
problem. 

Scot Mccrone 
Senior Instructor 

Dear Focus: 
I have recently become the proud 
possessor of a Wavehopper - the 
new plastic wild water racing 

boat - and I cannot resist telling all your 
knowledgable readers about such a beau­ 
teous, seductive creature. I've called mine 
Circe because it makes all other boats look 
like pigs. The real reason for my missive is 
to commend the bold move by the WWR 
Executive in developing the boat and to 
encourage others to use/acquire one and 
learn to race. I seem to remember writing to 
Canoe Focus a year or two ago suggesting 
slalom could increase participation by get­ 
ting clubs to provide stock boats, thereby 
reducing costs to individual paddlers and 

enabling competition on equal terms with 
respect to equipment. The WWR Exec seem 
to have stolen the march on slalom and 
made the idea a reality. 

I hope it takes off because Wild Water 
Racing is great fun, it encourages seeing 
more of rivers than only one rapid and it 
helps aerobic fitness. Off water you could also 
use the boat for weight lifting! 

Seriously, though, get your club to buy 
one or two so that everyone can be a 
WHOPPER. 

P. E. Schur 

Ed: If you look at the slalom news 
page there is some similar development 
in that discipline. 

River Dart Access 
Dear Focus: 
I am deeply concerned about 
Adam Box's letter in Focus 86, 
concerning the River Dart. 

Can we please stop pussy­ 
footing about. If you have the 
names of canoeists/dubs that are 

putting our future access in 
jeopardy, then please let us 
have the names in print: name, 
club and BCU number. 

In September 1990, my club 
sent £100 to the Dart Access 
Appeal. So far we do not recall 

seeing any audited account of 
income and expenditure. Can 
the access committee please 
produce these figures ? 

John Kingsley~ 
MARLOW_f) 

CANOE CLUB 
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THE NATIONAL 
WATERSPORTS CENTRE 

PLASMENAI 
CANOLFAN CENEDIAETHOL 

A. 

CHWARAEON DWR 

Where the emphasis, as always, 
is on safety, enjoyment and effective 

instruction, whatever your level. 
------- Coursesfor-------­ 

Beginners to instructors 
---------on--------- 

sea, lakes and white water 
--------- try--------- 

play boats, squirt boats and canadians 
------ or get away from it all------ 

5 or 9 days sea touring. 
~Lo-wS-easo~n .13<)% 

Discounts j non-residential 
.__ __, \9, discount 

Further information is available in our free 
brochure- ring 0248 670964 

Plas Menai National Watersports Centre, 
Caernarfon, Gwynedd LLSS 1 UE 

SEE US AT CRYSTAL PALACE 

t 

RASDeX 
Rubber Technology 

A wide range of spraydecks 
for all types of canoes and kayaks - plastic 

and fibreglass. 

An innovative range of neoprene products at 

Stand207 
Crystal Palace Canoe Exhibition 

- NEW FOR THIS SEASON - 
Our unique neoprene dry cag, suit deck and 

skintight racewear. 

Unit 3, Fashion Designer Studios, 
69n3 Lower Parliament St, Nottingham, NG1 38B 

TEL/FAX: 0602 520019 



Letters Page 

Your opportunity to write in and comment on what is going on in canoeing today. 

Ivory Towers 
Dear Focus: 
I have just finished reading the 
best ever copy of Focus ever 
printed. The ender of Dec 93 
was brilliant; any committee 
member knows the Ivory 
Tower syndrome you men­ 
tion. As a long standing (suf­ 
fering) committee member I 
found myself grinning at some 
of your replies and almost 
wanting to reprint the whole 
article in our club newslet­ 
ter. I feel this piece of positive 
journalism should be includ­ 
ed in the BCU guidelines for 
clubs and committee under 
the "Health Warning". On 
entering the Ivory Tower you 
will become target practice for 
"Joe-Public-paddler". 

The piece on Rodeo World 
Championships was equal­ 
ly superb, yet saddened me 
with the goodbye to fun, hello 
to sport finale. 

As you so rightly say 
Rodeo reached puberty and 
its "hello cruel world". As a 
long standing surfer now 
involved in the backroom of 
this "free" sport, we are try­ 
ing to re-inject fun by sim­ 
plifying rules, relaxing laws 
and de-regulation (the 'in' 
word). All you Rodeo guys 
and gals should come to a surf 
contest and see what a mon­ 
ster you could create. 

Rodeo must not lose the 
grin or you may end up like so 
many other "100th of a sec- 

ond" sports - serious. 
Of course the article that 

"really" made the Dec.93 issue 
was the "surfing in the North 
East" contest report. Brief, 
concise, good piccies and 
different. Good to see kayak 
surfing back in focus (pun). 

Keep up the good work, 
Kevin and I'm sure many pos­ 
itive canoeists will follow you 
into the "Ivory Tower". 

Stephen Kerswell 
Treasurer Port of 

Plymouth Canoeing 
Assoc. 

Chairman BCU Surf 
Committee. 

Editor: Thanks Stephen, it's 
good to hear from a satisfied 
customer. Some Rodeo pad- 

dlers did compete in a surf 
competition last year but 
were bamboozled by rules 
thay did not understand, or 
have prior knowledge of. You 
will be pleased to hear that 
domestic Rodeo will remain 
simple and fun on the 
domestic scene but I have 
heard that some GB squad 
paddlers are now in serious 
training for the 95 Worlds! 

'YAKKITY YAK' 

The Focus letters pages are 
now sponsored by YAK. The 
star letter will receive a prize 
of canoeing equipment from 
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Dart Perrnlsslon? 
Dear Focus: weekends throughout the sea- we wait for a reply that may dling without consent, (there 
In his letter regarding problems son, for a maximum group size never arrive? Maybe other will always be one or two). 
on the River Dart, Adam Box of eight persons. At the time of canoeists have experienced Secondly it would eliminate the 
RAO Devon and Cornwall writing this letter, December the same problem. need to apply for consent four 1 
(Focus 86) raised three main 15th, I have received no reply. Perhaps a warden could be weeks in advance, (only to find 
areas of complaint. I enclosed a SAE as requested posted at Newbridge Car Park your desired water level is not 

While there can be no excuse and have now waited much on weekends during the season there on your chosen week- 
for the behaviour of certain indi- longer than the four weeks men- to issue permits on the spot. I am end), and maybe never receive 
viduals on the weekend con- tioned in the guide book. sure I would not be alone in a reply. 
cerned, and the four Dartmeet I can appreciate that access being willing to pay a small fee Many thanks to all access offi- 
section pirates, there may be an officers have a high work load, every trip to help fund this, cers for all the work they have 
excuse for not having consent and a voluntary one at that, but especially if it meant I would done and are still doing, who 
to paddle the - Loop'. I do feel it would be a matter of be paddling "legally". knows where we would be with- 

On October 13th, I wrote on courtesy to reply one way or The warden idea would out them? 
behalf of our club to Kevin the other. In the meantime, serve two main purposes, first- Craig Addison 
Chamberlain LAO for the Dart what do we do? Do we paddle ly to limit numbers using the Secretary, 
requesting permission to paddle the section on the assumption river to a reasonable level, and, South borne 
the loop section of the Dart on that no news is good news? Do almost eliminate persons pad- Canoe Club. 

//(1:.:,, ~ I yakety yak {jnoefocus 



r i.. •.•..... 
,; -,· . 

<-~~ • :d ;.;- . J· ',•'• 
I ,_ / ,·\; 

PRIJON PADDLES 

r 



Right: 

River bank 

lunch stop 

Taming the Tamur 
This tale has its beginnings in October of 1992, when 
Helen contacted us with an "idea". To her surprise we all 
replied enthusiastically "Yes, I'm free for a trip to the 
Himalayas next October. What a great idea ... let's do it!" 
This "idea" evolved into the Ladies Himalayan Kayak 

Expedition, with a team of six competent female pad­ 
dlers from Edinburgh and Durham. The plan finally took 
shape resulting in a month long trip to Nepal, with a ten 
day "warm-up" on 270km of the Sun Kosi leading up to 
our ultimate goal which was to claim the first British 
descent of the Tamur river (120km of grade 4 water) 
in Eastern Nepal. 

Why all Female ? 
So why an all-female expedition? The teams experiences 
of paddling have been in mostly male groups (it can­ 
not be denied that kayaking is a male dominated 
sport), where, almost without exception, a male paddler 
would be taking the lead role running rapids, rescuing 
and organising trips. We felt that there are too few women 
in the sport and particularly in leadership and rescue 
roles, and often this was due to a lack of confidence and 
encouragement. What was needed was for a group of 
women to set an example and demonstrate that women 
can take the initiative to organise trips; take on leadership 
roles and learn necessary rescue techniques. So we 
volunteered! 

1993 International 
Canoe Exhibition 
Initially the trip seemed like a distant dream and it 
wasn't until the International Canoe Exhibition, where 
advice, support and enthusiasm seemed to come from 
all directions, that it really hit home that we were going. 
We had already received the official seal of approval 
from the BCU and now we went all out for sponsor­ 
ship. With the high profile the expedition was likely 
to gain it was essential to be successful. To this end we 
organised as much as we could before arriving in Nepal. 
Responsibility for certain areas e.g. sponsorship and 
publicity, kayaking equipment, first aid and repair kit, 
food and banking were taken on by individual mem­ 
bers. Most important of all we had to find time to pad­ 
dle together, having never paddled as a group before. 
Training weekends were arranged over the coming 
months, including several where friends took us 
through typical rescue scenarios, rope work and basic 
climbing and belaying techniques. This was backed up 
with a formal weekend at Glenmore Lodge to revise 
much of what we'd been learning and pick up on any 
weak areas. 

/"1~, lr, feature: himalayas {jnoefocus 



Kathmandu 
One day in late October, it all suddenly came to fruition 
and we found ourselves standing on the tarmac of 
Kathmandu airport We stood blinking in awe at the white 
peaks rearing up in the distant haze and thought 
"WOW!" Miraculously our boats (which had flown out 
a week earlier) were waiting for us in the baggage 
claim area so far, so good! 

Four days were devoted before we went on the Sun 
Kosi to sorting out various arrangements that could only 
be dealt with once in Nepal e.g. trekking and rafting per­ 
mits, finding a sirdar etc. We soon learned that in 
Nepal nothing gets done "today" and bureaucracy 
rules. 

Whitewater 

woman plus 

wave 

Nepalese Rodeo 
Our initial experience of Himalayan water was the 
first Nepalese rodeo on the Trisuli river, along with kayak­ 
ing and rafting trips. This was a superb introduction giv­ 
ing us a chance to meet others who had paddled the 
Tamur and some of the rafters and kayakers we would 
be paddling the Sun Kosi with. The rodeo starred 
some real hot shots and impressive stunts and was 
enjoyed by all: winners and losers, non-paddlers, 
famous, infamous and unknown alike! Sam was also quite 
happy coming second in the women's class. 

The Sun Kosi can pretty much be summed up as a 
95% mellow trip, 4% BIG rapids and 1 % total trashing! 
Ten days was more than generous for this 270km run 
and we would have preferred slightly higher water lev­ 
els. A fuller description of the Sun Kosi was given in the 
October 93 edition of Canoe Focus. 

TheTamur 
An overnight stop after completing the Sun Kosi followed 
by a bus journey (first class accommodation on top) to 
Basantapur set us down at the start of our three day trek 
over a 3,000m ridge into Dobhan where we would 
meet the Tamur. At last the team was alone, or almost! 

We now had a sirdar, two head porters and six 
porters (with the job of carrying a boat each, several bags 
of kit each and their own belongings!) Three days 
turned into four due to the awkward nature of the loads 
being carried-no criticism of the porters, they were tiny 
people with leg muscles like Pop-Eyes arms! This leg of 
the journey allowed us to sample the Nepalese culture. 
Smiley Nepalese kids carrying each other around and 
constantly crying "Narnaste" and "Give me a pen!"; 
dal bhat: a "lovely" dish of rice, watery lentil soup, 
spicy spinach and potato twice a day; and sleeping in smoky 

A BCU EXPEDITION 

This expedition was one of a number support­ 
ed by the BCU Expeditions Committee and 
given BCU approval. This often unlocks the 
door to sponsors and can give an expedition doc­ 
umentary evidence of National Body support. 
Sometimes small amounts of real cash may 
be given from the committee's grant to 
help worthwhile expeditions, but help is 
dependent on your trip being a 'first' or 
exceptional. 

For further details and an Expedition 
infonnation pack send £2.50 and an A4 SAE 
to the BCU Office marked 'Expeditions 
Committee' 

Pete (Slime) Knowles, Committee chairman, 

comments on the Ladies Himalayan trip : ' one 
of the things that impressed me about expedi­ 
tion has been the excellent organisation the team 
has shown - yours has been a model expedition 
in many ways • well conceived, planned executed 
and - most important - happy, safe and successful! 

Please pass on the congratulations from 
our Committee to your team. That this 
was an all women's expedition is the 
ream on the cake and delights our com­ 

mittee. At last the macho, hairy gorilla expe­ 
dition myth gets exploded! Please spread 

the word that we as a committee would 
like to support, encourage (and approve where 
we can) many more trips with women members.' 
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tea houses: the Nepalese haven't invented chimneys yet. 
We also experienced the treats of Nepalese festivals These 
typically start out with young children singing sweetly 
in the street, blessing their neighbours houses and 
conclude with the adults who have indulged in copious 
amounts of alcohol amusing themselves in lively street 
brawls. The local people were friendly and curious, in 

ed were replaced by cold, damp and mist with occasional 
views to the valley below or the next ridge. On the fourth 
day we started to descend into the Tamur valley and the 
sunshine with occasional and exciting glimpses to the 
rapids far below. Our trekking and rafting permits 
were checked by a bemused police force at Dobhan who 
let us through for our last evening of dal bhat in a smoky 
tea house. 

The next morning we dived into the first day of 
expedition food. Hot chocolate, dried fruits, fruit bars 
and marzipan; yummy! Some last minute packing and 
then we carried the boats down to the waters edge, fol­ 
lowed by half the village. Mounting nerves and excite­ 
ment was obvious with the normal noise and constant 
chattering replaced by silence. We hadn't paddled for 
a week and we hadn't handled fully laden boats at all. 
We knew the first day was continuous class 4 water and 
we could see rapids down to the first bend, but had no 
idea of what was round the corner. In the back of our 
minds we knew that this was it. This was what the last 
years efforts had been aimed at, we were on our own 
and if anything serious happened we were three days 
away from help. 

We set off-attempting a few clumsy, amateurish 
ferry-glides and break-ins/ outs, trying to overcome 
the tension and adjust to the laden boats. We regrouped 
and set off again, round the corner ... a rapid ... a 
regroup ... another rapid already in sight. The tension 
eased and we began to enjoy the water, with each rapid 

We would like to give our thanks for support and sponsorship from the following:­ 
The British Canoe Union; Foundation for Sport and the Arts; Palm Canoe Products 

Ltd.; Cowies; Equator Expeditions; Edinburgh District Council; Carlisle Canoes; 
Pakistan International Airlines; Glenmore Lodge; Jen Duncan Memorial Fund; The 

particular the women would realise they were passing 
a group of girls and would stop and greet us in the tra­ 
ditional Nepalese way-hands in prayer and "Namaste!" 
Similarly in the villages girls would come up and bom­ 
bard us with as many questions as they could manage 
with their limited English. 

The clear blue skies and mountain views we expect- 

following closely to the next one. By lunch time we had 
totally relaxed and we settled down to a feast of crack­ 
ers, oatcakes, pate and cheese, washed down by a whole 
bar of chocolate (well done Carol, the food organiser). 
The only downer was that Carol and Kirsty weren't 
feeling very well so while we were all inevitably tired from 
concentrating, they were shattered! · 
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Day two was a Jong hard paddle of mainly flat water 
and we were relieved to crawl under our tarpaulin, 
too tired to move even when we discovered we had 
pitched over an ant colony! 

Day three started mellow and then began to get more 
exciting. It was on this day that we had our biggest epic­ 
on a grade 2 rapid, not surprisingly involving a man 
made object. In Nepal man made objects are main­ 
ly in the form of fish traps (akin to wooden climbing 
frames) which normally only extend part way across 
the river and can be easily avoided. Except we found 
two channels where the traps went across from bank 
to bank. All but one managed to avoid incidents 
and Debbie heroically saved the one boat that pinned. 

Day four and we were on to continuous grade 4 water 
again and this time it was Justine's turn to feel sick. 
Adrenaline was running high and we had a few nice 
trashings including one stopper five of us had to roll 
out of (we named this "Cup of Tea and Five Sugars"). 
A final rapid, an easy grade 5, a short deep gorge, and 
then we could see the confluence with the Sun Kosi. 
It was all over, far too soon, but we were ecstatic - mis­ 
sion accomplished. We devoured our last expedi­ 
tion lunch at the confluence laughing at the various 
incidents of the past four days, before we floated down 
to the get-out at Chattra. 

In the last four days we had run some big water, 
without needing to inspect too often; we had a few 
trashings and three swims - all easily coped with, 
nothing Jost and no-one hurt. One of the best aspects 
of being part of a group of almost equal ability was 
that we rotated leadership constantly. Running a 
self-supported trip hadn't proved a problem - the boats 
perhaps had a slight tendency to back-loop more eas­ 
ily and be sluggish in eddy lines, but otherwise han­ 
dled no differently. Overall we had a wonderful time 
and wished the trip had been longer. 

Now we are back and while none of us would 
claim to be the best canoeists around, we have boost­ 
ed our confidence in our own ability to lead, rescue 
and organise trips. Careful preparation, a good team, 
carefully chosen rivers matching ability and you have 
the recipe for a trip of a lifetime. So why don't you 
give it a go ... 

If you would like to leam more about our 
expedition or know of any groups that 
would be lnleles'led in a slide show/video 
presentation then please contact ... 
Samantha Turner 
Tel work no: 031 317 7200 ext 288 

Helen Rowlands 
Tel: 0316671000 

Debbie Hales 
Tel: 091 374 3842 

FREE 
CAP 
WORTH£4.95 
Just buy one of our great value sweat 
shirts with the canoe logo of your 
choice, and we will give you an Ocean 
World Canoeing' cap worth £4.95 
absolutely FREE OF CHARGE. 

SWEATSHIRT 
£15.95 

1. ·cANeEIST 
.~2. 

CANOE 
3
• SLALOM 

MAIAT"ON 4. 

5. ,_~, 

WIid Water Racing 6_ 

CANOE 
7. ~ 

CANDI! 

SPRINT a. 
9. .. •.... , 
SIIRF 10 . 

11- RIPTlftG 
PADDLE-a 12. 

Each high quality sweat shirt comes in 
navy, grey or white, and has the Ocean 
World Canoeing logo printed In a luxu­ 
rious fully washable flock on' the front. 
The sleeve is printed with any of the 12 
logos shown above. Sizes come In S, 
M,L,XL 
Send your order plus £16.95 (£15.95 + 
£1 P&P) per shirt to: 

Ocean World, canoeing Offer, 
High St, Cowes, IOW, P031 7RR 

Credit card holders maytelephonethelr 
order on: (0983) 291744. 
Full catalogues or information on 
CANOE CLUB CLOTHING (with 
discounts} available on reauest. 
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PADDLE 
SPORT 
iVAilt,C"l,H't, 
WATER SPORT 

INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
Up to 12 months (retail purchases over £250) 

Ask for full details 

GROUP BUYERS PACKAGE DEALS 
EG. 6 kayaks + decks + paddles + bouyancy aids from 

£ 1470 inc VAT and delivery 

LARGE RETAIL SHOWROOM 

yW~VJ- 
Bulk buying means more than good prices 
Delivery dates, quality and good aker sales service are We supply the best deals to H.M. Forces. Outdoor 
just as impcrtant. .. Waveform understands. Centres, Schools, Colleges, Scouts and Guides. 
Our contract services division offers unbeatable rates, So don't get caught out when you buy in bulk. Contact 

lass delivery and a friendly helpful team to select Waveform and you can stand easy. 
• ._ ..•. nro-anisation 

COVENTRY 

llilll!I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!"'=-· • . - PARK FARM ESTATE 
COMPTON VERNEY, NR. STRATFORD UPON AVON, WARWICKSHIRE CV35 9HJ 

TEL/FAX: 0926 640573 

The· Winter Lecture 
Series 

at Plas-y-Brenin, Capel Curig, Gwynedd· 
5th February - 

12th Ftbruary - 

26th February - 

5th March- 

2thMttrch- 

19th March- 

26th Mttrch - 

. 2nd April - 

Dr MIKE STROUD 
The Crossing of Antarctica 

JUDYLEDEN 
Fly High, Fly Free - World Champion Hang Gliding 

ANDY PERKINS 
Patagonia - Land of Tempests 

PETER KNOWLES 
Wild & Woolly in the Himalayas, 
Big River Kayaking 

DOUGSCOTT 
A Big Wall Extravaganza 

MICK FOWLER 
Cerro Kishtwar 

.TERRY MOFFATT 
"Rock Around the World 

RICK.ALLEN 
North Face Direct on Dhaulagiri 

WE ARE CLOSER THAN YOU THINK 
STRATI'ORD I0MINS WORCESTER l0MINS 
WARWICK I0MINS EVESHAM 20MINS 
COVENTRY 20HINS CHELTENHAM 45 MINS 
BIRMINGHAM JO MINS CLOUCESTER 45 MINS 
NORTHAMPTON 40MINS LEICESTER lSMINS 
OXFORD 25 MINS LONDONM40 60MINS 

Tickets £4.J0 ettch from Cotswold, A,fon Hosse, Holybettd Road, Betws-y-Cotd. Lectures start dt 8pm 

CB• l ii~ •z • 1 ~ •J 
• 1,1:1:i( • i•u•f•f•1:i UM•fal:i 

CotnPold Sh0f1$ dr~ Ill: • LONDON 42-44 Uxbridge Road, Shepherd's Bush Tel: 081 743 2976 
.MANCHESTER 6a Oxford Road (opposite BB_q Tel: 061 Z364123. READING 213 London Road 
Tel: 0734 268881 • BETWS-Y-CO'Etl Arfon House, Holyhead Road Tel: 0690 710234. 
SOUTHAMPTON 13 Lower Northam Road, Hedze End Tel: 0489 799555. SOUTH CERNEY (Head 
Office, Mail Order & Shop) Broadway Lane, South Cerney, Cirencester Tel: 0285 860612 
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The Sea Touring Committee 
Sea Symposium was once again 
held at Calshot Activity Centre. 
This time the weather was 
somewhat improved on last 
year's event. Approximately 
fifty people took part, listen­ 
ing to lectures by John Ramwell, 
Derek Hutchinson and Captain 
D Thompson. Most of the lec­ 
tures though informative con­ 
tained an element of 
amusement. 

Dave Evans (STC Vice 

Chairman) opened the proceed­ 
ings, with his usual flair. 

John Ramwell, gave an inter­ 
esting insight into the work carried 
out for the British Schools 
Exploration Society, and the fund­ 
ing of the expeditions. John also 
touched lightly on sea access 
problems which appear to be 
manifesting themselves in various 
coastal locations. 

Captain David Thompson, rep­ 
resenting the Department of 
Transport", Surveyor General's 

Organisation, Marine Safety 
Agency (designate) gave his high­ 
ly humorous delivery of a serious 
topic, which presented by anyone 
else could appear boring. The 
slides, videos, and information 
leaflets though not targeting sea 
kayakers or canoeists, illustrated 
the latest ideas in safety at sea. 
Some of the equipment apparently 
recommended for use by peo­ 
ple immersed in the sea would not 
be practical for paddlers to use. 

Derek Hutchinson's lecture 
covered his experiences paddling 
the west coast of north America 
from Alaska to Mexico. Finishing 
with an event which took place 
in the Gulf of California. The whole 
lecture was graphically covered 
with superb colour slides. 

One other highlight in the pro­ 
ceedings was the QEII sailing 
past to enter Southampton water. 
It looked as though pandemoni­ 
um was about to break out as 
some people struggled to get a 
good view. There were no injuries 
or property damage reported. 

The Secretary, Tim Franklin, 
had been co-opted to serve as Nick 
Hodson's replacement. Subject to 
election, Tim welcomed the oppor­ 
tunity of renewing his involve­ 
ment with the BCU. 

The Treasurers report showed 
that the STC had some cash in 
hand, and that the BCU had 
granted £500 for the next finan­ 
cial year. The Vice Chairman, 
Dave Evans, was re-elected 
unopposed. Tim Franklin was 
elected as Secretary unopposed, 
with elected members Peter 
Scott and Peter Clark being re­ 
elected unopposed. 

The Paddle­ 
Sunday3rd 
After breakfast, those wishing to 
take part in a paddle were offered 
three alternatives. 

1. A Solen! crossing to Cowes, 
with a lunch stop-over before 
returning. 

2. Lepe to Lymington return. 
3. Lepe to Beaulieu return. 
The majority plumped for the 

Solen! crossing. Dave Evans 
agreed leaders for two groups 
each of sixteen paddlers. The 
outward trip was uneventful with 
light cloud cover, brilliant sun, 
force 2 wind and some ripples. 
Because of the fast trip across, the 
groups paddled up the Medina 
before returning, against the tide, 
to the estuary. Lunch was enjoyed 
on the shingle beach at Gurnard. 
The tide being full, there was no 
problem landing. After lunch ice 
cream and being suitable refreshed 
it was time to launch. The tide had 
dropped somewhat leaving a 
short steep launch into incom­ 
ing wash. 

For the return journey it was 
agreed to split the groups into 
four groups comprising eight 
paddlers each. The west wind 
had increased very slightly in 
velocity, which made the return 
crossing against the ebb, a little 
more interesting for some. 
Bramble Bank produced its usual 
moving water, making some of 
the kayaks perform some rather 
strange manoeuvres, as well as 
a few squeaks and groans. 
Landing back at Calshot was a 
scramble to pack away gear, and 
bid one's farewells to comrades 
before embarking on homeward 
bound journeys. 

Thanks are due not only to 
the hard work put in by the organ­ 
isers, lecturers but also for those 
who took the trouble to attend. 
Without the support of paddlers the 
symposia would fail. Hopefully, next 
years symposium will prove even 
more successful. ~ 

Peter A. Clark 



.Y favourite paddle 

When I was asked to write this article I 
couldn't make up my mind whether to 
write about my favourite river or my 

favourite sea trip. 
How ever, the sea was my first love . 

My favourite paddle is to a small 
enchanted island off the West 
Coast of Scotland. A sea kayak 
is essentially a means of trans­ 
port and a voyage is only really 
satisfying if it takes you some­ 
where worth being. This par­ 
ticular island is an oasis of calm, 
yet in it's stark beauty it is 
somehow melancholy. You can 
almost sense the spirits of the 
people who, fleeing the clear­ 
ances, chose to try and eke out 
a living on it's barren soil. Yet it 
is somehow right that they are 
gone. The place belongs to the 
sea birds and the wind, the sea 
and the sky. We have no place 
there, save, perhaps, as a privi­ 
leged guest. It is a place that 
draws me back time and again. 
I have been there alone and 
with companions; but I will tell 
you about the first time. 

It was in the second half of 
June, I was on holiday with my 
wife Joan and my two young 
daughters. I had hoped to alter­ 
nate between family days out 
and some good sea trips but the 
combination of poor visibility 
or gales meant that I had had 
to restrict myself to some cau­ 
tious coastal paddles. The hol­ 
iday was nearly at an end and 
despite such lucky breaks as see­ 
ing a Short Eared Owl, I was, 
being a typically self centred 
canoeist, frustrated by the fact 
that I had been unable to visit 
the offshore islands. 

Break in the 
Weather 
On the last but one day there 
appeared a small break in the 
weather. The wind was a steady 
force four and I would have to 
paddle 10 miles into a head­ 
wind to get there. Of course 
that meant that the wind would 
be helping me on my return 
and the visibility, for the first 
time in a fortnight was crystal 
clear. It was now, or wait at least 
another year. 

I don't habitually solo paddle, 
mainly because I enjoy good 
company and partly because 
most of the people I know who 
habitually paddle on their own 
seem to become a little odd! 
However there is no denying 
that it is one of the ingredients 
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that helped to make this journey 
something special. After my 
enforced inactivity, (in paddling 
terms), I revelled in pounding 

Thousands of sea birds, Guillimots, Razor Bills, Puffins and 
Kittiwakes, their cries deafening, flew in a great circle around 
the stack, all travelling in the same direction so as to avoid 
collisions. Then add, as a backdrop, a fantastic view of the 
Western Isles, bathed in one of the most spectacular blood 

into the oncoming waves, the sea 
spray flying into my face, almost 
instantly turned into salty encrus­ 
tations by the drying effect of the 
wind and the sun, only to be 
washed away soon after by a 
larger than usual wave. 

Tired but elated I arrived in 
the shelter of the lee side of the 
island. I noticed that a 'mist 
net', as used by ornithologists to 
catch and ring birds had partially 
unfurled in the wind and that a 
puffin was caught in it. I made 
a mental note to find the bird 
people and let them know as 
soon as I had landed, pitched my 
tent and rested a little. 

Awesome 
Spectacle 

_ After a much needed cup of 
tea, I set off to walk around the 
island in search of the owners of 
the mist net I found them on the 
West side of the island stood 
together in a group admiring a 
truly awesome spectacle. Picture 
if you can, a huge sea stack, sep­ 
arated from the main island by 
a veritable chasm, only a few 
yards wide but a two hundred 
foot sheer drop to the angry 
waves below. Every conceivable 
nook cranny and flattish space 
covered in birds, nests and guano. 
Thousands of sea birds, 
Guillimots, Razor Bills, Puffins 

and Kittiwakes,their cries deaf­ 
ening, flew in a great circle 
around the stack, all travelling 
in the same direction so as to 

avoid collisions. Then add, as a 
backdrop, a fantastic view of 
the Western Isles, bathed in one 
of the most spectacular blood red 
sunsets imaginable. 

I must have stood,just behind 
and slightly to one side of the 
nearest person in the group for 
nearly half an hour before, feel­ 
ing the need to share my feelings 
of awe and wonder with anoth- 

er human being, I shouted, so as 
to be heard above the incredible 
din, even though he was no 
more than a foot away from 

me:'Amazing isn't it! 'The effect 
was out of all proportion. 

Poor Ornithologist 
This poor ornithologist, having 
deliberately marooned himself 
on this island for two weeks with 
a few choice companions, con­ 
vinced that there isn't another 
human being for tens of miles, 
suddenly finds this coarse, salt 

encrusted sea paddler, bellow­ 
ing in his ear. Startled, he leapt 
into the air. I lunged forward 
and managed to grab him in 
time to stop him tumbling over 
the cliff edge. 

aturally, they invited me to 
dinner. After a very welcome 
meal and a couple of equally 
welcome glasses ofred wine, we 
frittered the night away ,till, 
about two o'clock in the morn­ 
ing, it was adjudged dark 
enough for them to get to work. 
I helped them for a while, net­ 
ting and ringing Storm Petrels. 
These are tiny, frail looking 
birds, with webbed feet that are 
no bigger than your fingernail. 
It is hard to believe that such a 
tiny bird spends almost all it's 
life in mid ocean, only return­ 
ing to land to lay it's eggs and 
rear it's young. 

My window in the weather 
was closing,so early the next 
morning I set off in a near gale. 
Running before the wind, surf­ 
ing a following sea is my idea of 
heaven and it nearly made up 
for my having to leave the 
island so soon. I have been back 
many times since. The name of 
this island? 

You didn't really think I was 
going to tell you, did you? 

Franco is Head of Canoeing 
at the Plas y Bernin National 
Centre for Mountain Activities 
and will be returning to the 
Western Isles this summer when 
he is running sea kayak cours­ 
es therer. He assures me it is 
all work ... but somebody has 
to do it. 

Franco is a British Canoe 
Union Coach in both ~ 
Sea and Inland~ 
Kayaking. 
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egional round up 
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Chair's Chat 

During the past two months 
I have attended several of 
the regional AGMs and 
enjoyed meeting so many 
members, who give up so 
much of their own time to 
work for canoeing, as well as 
members, who wish to debate 
the policies of the Union. It is 
clear that the future of the 
Union is in the hands of the 
members and the clubs and 
I hope that they will work 
with the regions to develop 
the sport in a co-ordinated 
way. I and most of the other 
regional chairmen will be at 
the Canoe Exhibition in 
February and will be pleased 
to talk to and meet with as 
many members as possible. 
Meanwhile I would like to 
wish everybody good pad­ 
dling in 1994. 

Ron Hodgson 

/mg,, ,.J regional RUP 

Eastern 
Thanks to event organisers, paddlers 
etc that supported the region through 
1993. Please continue to send infor­ 
mation for inclusion in regional com­ 
munications. The 1994 regional 
calendar (see yearbook) indicates 
another busy year. E1 'swishing to 
gain experience of staffing on region­ 
al coaching courses are reminded 
to contact Paul West (RCO). 1994 
will also see the Eastern region 
development plan updated. If you 
have a local project which you want 
to see developed with canoeing in 
mind please contact Ron Hodgson 
(ER chair) asap. Funding for projects 
is more likely if included in the 
plans. The regional yearbook is 
OON available, pick up your copy from 
the regional stand at the canoe 
exhibition or contact any committee 
member. 

Judith Fynn 

East 
Midlands 
We would like to welcome you to the 
National Canoe Exhibition at Crystal 
Palace, it is an exciting time for us 
as we have produced our new 
regional Handbook. Please sup­ 
port us by buying a copy price £1.00 
and also please read it and feed back 
to us your comments; things we 
have missed out; things we have got 
wrong etc. We can then improve it 
next year. We hope you will enjoy 
your own Regional Handbook and 
we look forward to meeting you at 
the stand. If you are unable to 
attend the Exhibition you can get a 
copy by sending £1.00 to Ann Hart, 
1 Dene Wood Avenue, Bramcote, 
Nottingham NG9 3EU. 

Pearl Mullholland 

London & 
South East 
Our returning chairman Brin Hughes 
was honoured by the English 
Regions Management Committee, 
when at Ealing Canoe Club on 4 
December Ron Hodgson present­ 
ed him with an English Regions 
Award for his services to canoeing. 
At our AGM there was no nomina­ 
tion for chairman so the post is 
vacant awaiting a keen and capa­ 
ble volunteer; nominations to Barbara 
Simmonds 0784 255085. 
Congratulations to Anna Fisher of 
Hastings Canoe Club for winning the 
Div II Ladies National Individual 
Pool Slalom at Ponds.Forge on 12 
December. Many thanks to Chris 
Childs for his years as Round-Up edi­ 
tor. Future items for inclusion to 
me please at 1, Staff Houses, Moor 
House School, Hurst Green, Oxted 
RHB 9AG; tel: 0883 714448. 

Les Saunders 
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North 
Congratulations (we think) to Simon 
Banbury on his elevation to chair­ 
man of the BCU Access Committee. 
1994 touring calendar from Eddie 
Palmer 0434 270318. Details from 
S Derwin 0642 788799 for Tees 
Barrage and River Tee events at 
Stockton. For access to rivers and 
lakes in Cumbria please check with 
RCO Keith Morris before paddling 
0946 861229. Sarah Shrimpton, 
editor of Northern Paddler, asks 
for reports, news, photos asap. Phil 
Puckrin, Humbleden OAA, 091 548 
9856, invites paddlers and has full 
details of the Easter Monday event 
on the Wear from Durham to 
Finchale. 

Mary Armstrong 

North West 
We had a successful AGM at 
Rivington after a day's activities 
including canoe orienteering and 
canoe sailing. This was followed 
by the coaching AGM and E2 exam­ 
iner seminar where Geoff Good 
explained some of the thinking 
behind adopting the NVQ system. 
The North West has a mostly new 
committee including: Andy Cook, sec­ 
retary, 0695 577226. Dawn Neville, 
Newsletter Editor, 0606 41106. Roy 
Hitchings, chair and RCO, 0270 
69040. We still require a Treasurer, 
Slalom Officer and Vice Chair. If 
you feel you can help, please con­ 
tact one of the above people. Please 
send Dawn any articles for your 
newsletter; it is the ideal place to 
advertise events. Regional pool 
slalom 8 January 1994; contact 
Mike Burt 0925 764818. 

Andy Cook 

Southern 
Ian Davey was re-elected as vice­ 
chairman and treasurer and Charles 
Hicks as chairman and BCU Council 
representative at the 16 November 
AGM. New in office are Jean 
Boatman, secretary, Chris Masters, 
slalom (0734 263820) and Steve 
Westcott, Touring (0252 330951). 
Details of the new committee were 
sent to clubs with the December 
Newsletter (No 20) together with the 
1994 regional events programme. 
Contact Steve Westcbtt for events 
details, or send an AS sae to Jean 
Boatman, Rosemead, Tidmarsh 
Lane, lidmarsh, Pangboume, Berks, 
RGB BHA (0734 844470) for a copy 
of the newsletter. We need LAOs, 
especially for the Cherwell, Evenlode, 
Thame and Windrush. Volunteers to 
Steve Finch (0628 483252). Do 
drop in for a chat on the English 
Regions' stand at Crystal Palace. 

Charles Hicks 

South West 
BCU membership has shown a 
substantial increase in 1993, now 
standing at 2,381 compared to 
1,961 in 1992. In 1994 the region is 
promoting a full programme of tours 
and ranking competitions. Details 
from the secretary, address in 
Yearbook. A competition coaching 
weekend will be held in the spring, 
aimed at racing and slalom com­ 
petitors. Details to clubs later. Over 
a recent weekend when the River 
Exe was in full spate, a group of inex­ 
perienced canoeists were rescued 
by the police at Bolham Weir. 
Remember, paddle within your abil­ 
ities and check river conditions with 
the local access officers. Finally, 
committee members will be available 
to answer questions on the region­ 
al stand at Crystal Palace on 19/20 
February. 

Terry Cripps 

West 
Midlands 
Future events: Dove tour March 
19-20, Teme toddle (grade 1) March 
27, Avon doggy paddle (closed 
river Avon - open only for this spon­ 
sored event) April 17 contact Dave 
Bateman 021 772 3739 for details. 
Marathons in March 6 
Wolverhampton. 13 - Gailey, 20 - 
Lincoln, 27 - Cannock Chase. In April 
- 1 O Leamington, 24 - Anker Valley, 
contact Secretary. Needed wild 
water representative on commit­ 
tee; contact chairman. New com­ 
mittee chairman Mike Nicholls 021 
360 2136. Secretary Peter Jones 021 
745 3415. Publicity Rosemary 
Preece 0684 563408 - Please send 
her any copy for the interclub 
newsletter, events, results, letters, 
for sale etc. 

Rosemary Preece 

Yorkshire & 
Humberside 
When you read this we will be into 
a new year of paddling. Some will 
be looking for fresh challenges and 
fresh water. Others will be going back 
to old favourites like the Ure, 
Washburn and the Wharfe. Do not 
forget that we are visitors. Be cour­ 
teous and considerate, not just to the 
locals but to other visitors. Remember 
one badly parked car or using a 
river outside the agreement can 
lose that river for us all. And final­ 
ly, thank you to all those who have 
helped canoeing over the last year; 
landowners who allow access to 
their water, the Sports Council, the 
Federation of Sport and 
the NRA. We look forward ~ 
to their continuing support. ~(1 

Mike Twiggs 
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PYRAHNA, 
TUFFY, 

THE NORTH'S 
WETSUIT WAREHOUSE 

PERCEPT10III, 
Ml, PRUON, 
COLEMAN, 
OLDTOWN, 
WILDWATER. 0 

Canoe Centre 
'Obin Hood 
Ki.SEJ.S.Si'.JS 

LOWEST 
PRICES ._.._.,, 
FOR COLLEGES, ~ 
SCOUT GROUPS, :: 
H.M. FORCES, o 
SCHOOI.S &: •••• _., 
CENTRES ETC. 7; 

152 Leeds Road, Heckmondwike, West Yorkshire 
WF16 981 Tel: 0924 443843 

UNBEATABLE PRICES 
MASSIVE 

• self bailing1 acc~pt a motor 
• robust ana sate 
• environmentally friendly 

• for touring 
• for white water 
• for I to 4 persons 
• 440 x 95 cm, 25 kg 
• packs into: 
65 x 45 x 20 cm 

FOR MORE INFORMATION B & MG PARTNERSHIP, 43 Kingswood Avenue 
AND CAIALOG_UES WRITE TO: London NW6 6LS, Tel/Fox 081-964 57 46 

HIM'@t;',,llU-,, - , ••• , · ,­ 
[ D 11 LE IS I •.WHITE WATER CONSULTANCY, The old Shop, Wilkshead Square, 
Uandysul SA44 4AA, Mr. Huw Evans, tel. 0559-362083 • WEST MIDIANDS CANOE CENTRE, 
New Hall Street, Willenhall, West Midlands WVI 3 I LQ, Mr. Tim Houghton, tel. 0902-634567 
• OUT AND ABOUT, 11 King street, Hereford NR4 9BW, Mr. David Haines, tel. 0432-27084 
• GARSTANG ADVENTURE, Unit I, Pringle court, Thomas' s Weind, Garstang Lancashire PR3 I LN, 
Mr. David Bogut, tel. 0995-602114 
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BCU LICENCE 
For 1994 the following waters are included: 

Basingstoke Canal. 
Wey and Godalming Navigation. Rochdale Canal. 

British Waterways Board waters as listed in the 
leaflet "Enjoy Britain's Waterways by Canoe". 

River Severn between Stourport and Gloucester (13VVB 
River Trent below Derwentmouth (BWB). 
Bridgewater Canal providing you are passing through only. 

If you are based on the canal then you need a licence from 
the Manchester Ship Canal Company. 

Stratford Avon between Alveston and Evesham. 

The following waters were under negotiation at the time 
of going to press and it is hoped will be included from 1st of 

April 1994. Refer to the April 1994 edition of Focus for up-to­ 
date information. 

Norfolk Broads and Rivers Wensum, Yare, Bure, Waveney, 
Thurne and Ant. 

It is a condition of these agreements that the BCU iden­ 
tification sticker is displayed on the deck of your canoe 
and that you carry your BCU membership card to be shown 
if requested. 

Members using these waters are asked to let the National 
Development Officer know if they have their licences checked. 

Regrettably legal problems have made it impossi-~ 
ble to secure the NRA waters for 1994 but negotiations ~ 
are continuing with both sides seeking agreement. 

RiverTeme 
Access Update 

T he river Teme in Ludlow, 
South Shropshire has 
no official access agree­ 

ment but it regularly used by 
hundreds of canoeists every 
month. Many outdoor cen­ 
tres use it for courses as do 
many West Midland clubs 
and individuals. The pres­ 
sure on what is a very small 
river is immense and is lead­ 
ing to access problems with 
people who live alongside 
the river. Imagine living in 
Ludlow for its peace and quiet 
and yet every weekend hun­ 
dreds of canoeists paddle 
through your garden, climb 
over your garden wall for 
river access, are very noisy, 
and yet when you try to rea­ 
son with them they tell you to 
$*%+£&?@!!! This is not in 
their imagination, but is real­ 
ly happening at one point in 
Ludlow! 

The majority of users of the 
Teme are very responsible and 
understand the rivers problems. 

;,,,:.:,, ,1, access 

The minority however are treat­ 
ing the river as if they own it, and 
if this continues will lose us all 
access to the river. Currently 
even the most harassed of ripar­ 
ian owners have no desire to ban 
canoeing on the Teme, but how 
long will this last? 

The current most popular 
access point is the Linney Park 
below the castle, this is owned 
by the council and they have 
been very helpful to canoeists, 
even to the point of establishing 
a canoe launching jetty behind 
the toilet block. What they don't 
like though is canoeists leaving 
gallons of muddy water in their 
toilets, not paying for parking tick­ 
ets in the summer, and showing 
their bottoms or worse to tourists 
when getting changed. With a bit 
of thought canoeists could alle­ 
viate all these problems. 

The point of most conflict is 
Ludlow weir opposite the Shell 
petrol station. Here the owners 
have requested that canoeists 
do not get out onto the island 
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or weir unless it's an emer­ 
gency. They also have request­ 
ed that canoeists do not stop 
and play at this point but pad­ 
dle straight on down stream. 
The weir is probably the best 
play stop on the whole river but 
it is better to be able to paddle 
this stretch, than to be banned 
from it completely. The river 
runs through their garden here 
so please treat it and them with 
some respect. 

Finally the well used egress 
point at Ashford Carbone! also 
had problems. Please use the 
footpath marked on the OS 
maps to get from the river to the 
village. Please also park care­ 
fully in the village as some of the 
residents have been blocked 
into their homes by badly parked 
canoe trailers. 

The only other problem (at 
last the end is in sight} is the 
number of canoeists on this 
large stream we call a river. At 
normal water levels I've had 
reports from locals that groups 

as large as sixty to one hun­ 
dred canoeists had been pad­ 
dling. These are the sort of 
numbers you expect to see on 
the Welsh Dee on an open 
weekend, not on the Teme. 

Please if you wish to bring 
a large group (ie more than 
twelve) them please give me a 
ring in advance to find out if any 
other large groups are on the 
rover that day. If the,river is less 
crowded you will have a better 
quality paddle. 

Please contact 
RAO: Mike Phillips, 21 

Heathfield Road, Bewdley, 
Wares, DY12 1JT Tel: 0299 
401872 

Only with your help we start 
to alleviate some of these access 
problems and begin to work 
towards a permanent access 
agreement. Many thanks to Sue 
Gibson the retiring LAO for all 
the hard work she has put into 
keeping our access to 
this river. 



On our white-water courses, 

the only thing 

flowing faster than the river 

will be your renalin. 
We've got some of the wildest canoeing water in Britain 

right on our doorstep, For sheer white-knuckle 

capsize, we'll make sure you know all the important 

rescue and emergency techniques too. 

adventure, nothing can beat a descent of the But it's not just white-water courses we run at 

furious Findhom Gorge. Glenmore Lodge. From open canoeing on the River 

Just the place to Spey lo wilderness journeys on remote 

find out about 

swirls, boils 

and stoppers. 

Highland lochs, we will guarantee 

you a once in a lifetime 

experience. And all with 

Because on the canoeing the expert tuition you would 

courses at Glenmore Lodge, we'll teach you all the important skills 

you need to shoot the most challenging rapids. 

From correct paddle technique and balance to reading the water 

and maintaining control. So you learn how lo stay in your boat, no 

matter how wild the river. And should you or your companions 

expect from highly-qualified 

instructors at the Scottish National Outdoor Sports Centre. 

If you'd like a holiday where you'll have to go home for a rest, 

enrol on a canoeing course at Glenmore Lodge. 

GORE-TEX~ 
PATRON & IPONIOII 

- 
For a free colour brochure, telephone 04 79 861276 now. ~r 

SCOTTISH 
SPORTS 
COUNCIL - THE SCOTTISH NATIONAL SPORTS CENTRE 

w- Glenmore Lodge 
GORE-TEX is a registered trade mark of W.L. Gore & Associates Inc. Glenmore Lodge, Aviemore, Inverness-shire PH22 lQU 
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The Jersey 
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had mounted 
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Spitzbergen in 

1973, 

Nordkapp in 

1983. 

1993seemed 

too good to 

waste, soa 

party was 

formed to visit 

Greenland­ 

homeofthe 

kayak. 
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navigation ofDisko Island. This had been abandoned 
on local advice. Provisional Plan B was up the coast past 
Egedesminde, over to Disko Island, up its east coast, 
cross back to mainland and down to Illulissat. 

The four B's 
A routine, familiar to experienced tourers but new to 
me, soon emerged. Up after seven, breakfast, brew, bow­ 
els and boats. Leave about two hours after. Paddle for 
three or four hours, stop for lunch and the 
Attenboroughesque ritual of unzipping for relief. 
Paddle again, sort out water and a campsite. This was 
not an easy task. Greenland is not over-mapped, our 
scale was 1:250 000, all visible features looked much the 
same and a compass was as much use as a roulette wheel. 
I spent most days lost and lost in admiration at my com­ 
panions; skills. Land, unpack, dress for 'drying off, pitch 
tents, fetch water, start meal, lift boats further out of 

harms way. Eat, walk, photograph, giggle, sleep. Some 
days more, some less. 

Whales Choir 
Our campsites were generally superb. I had feared 
the worst, but the mossy tundra growth took a peg 
well and was comfortable to camp on. It grew on you, 
almost literally if you sat on it, its colours,berries, flow­ 
ers and fungi providing welcome contrast to the browns 
of the general scenery. The water was as advertised for 
mountain streams. The sea views were breathtaking and 
the beaches usually held sufficient driftwood to provide 
for our needs and to allow for the enthusiasm of our bread­ 
baking sub-section. The down side was usually the last 
twenty yards of our days journey. Most of the beaches 
were generously cobbled with rounded boulders about 
two feet in diameter, coupled with wet neoprene boots 
these offered nightly disaster to our loaded boats and 
possibilities for broken legs, back damage or hernia to 
their carriers. Happily such unpleasant moments were 
easily offset by those spent sitting on a mossy bank, over­ 
looking a beach of Bounty bar beauty, dotted with nat­ 
ural ice sculpture, with a choir of whales sounding 
away in the background. 

Our lunch stops were even more pleasant. Either tus­ 
sock grass by a sandy beach on one of the host of small 
islands we passed, or the sheltered side of a large rock 
stripped of any barnacles or weed by the winter ice. 

Between these bliss sessions we paddled. The whole 
party approached the early days of the journey with some 
trepidation. All the boats were carrying considerable deck 
cargo and none of us were sure how they would handle 
if the going became really rough. Fortunately we were 
either lucky, or well advised, or both. Much of our 
paddling took place inside or between a string of rocks 
and islands which ran parallel to the shore, whilst 
unpredictable tides and frequent headwinds made it 
demanding it was seldom intimidating. 

The size and scale of Greenland was a problem. 

ju1_:, ;, feature: greenland {jnoejocus 



The absence of any means of comparison such as trees 
or houses, meant that with eyes used to Channel Island 
waters we found distance hard to judge. What appeared 
to be an hours paddle often turned into an after­ 
noon's slog. 

Tide and weather were problems on open crossings. 
Weather is something Greenland has plenty of, five sea­ 
sons, Most days! The switch from swimming costumes 
to full gear with two pairs of gloves can be very rapid. 
Our surest cloud spotters were regularly foxed. Prediction 
was impossible. On our third full day out we had to cross 
Nordstromfjord a fresh water feature about six miles in 
width. We started in full summer rig, poser's shades on, 
pogies off. Two hours later, swept off course in dense 
fog, we were relieved to land on a small island, having 
narrowly missed an unplanned detour into the Davis Strait 
Fortunately the fog lifted sufficiently for us to make the 
choice between tackling some challenging tidal races 
and camping waterless in a former walrus abattoir. 
After a tight lipped paddle along a stretch of very 
inhospitable coastline we were rewarded with our first 
close encounter with an iceberg, followed by heavy 
rain and an evening fine enough to go walking. 

Our next crossing, a week later, was delayed by fog 
but eventually hastened by our apparent pursuit by an 
economy sized iceberg. Our enthusiasm for the Disko 
Island crossing in uncertain weather, with ice added 
to advertised, but unspecified, tidal problems, began 
to diminish. 

Mars & Monopoly 
The weather, in the form of strong headwinds and 
horizontal rain, dictated most of our rest days. These 
had to be spent tent-bound with Mars and Monopoly. 
Even these were not without their bonuses. At one, 
Satorssuaq' for those anxious for more local colour, we 
were twice visited by a very brown Arctic Fox with an appar­ 
ent taste for leftover curry Beanfeast and digestive bis­ 
cuits. At the same time we were also treated to regular 

Left; Pete Hin 

ice. 

Jacobs haver 

Island. 

overflights and serenades by the splendid and appro­ 
priately named loon. 

The wildlife did not quite measure up to my roman­ 
tic expectations. A tribute, I think, in these waters to the 
quality of the Mariner outboard motors, the firepower 
of the local population, and the good sense of the 
remaining animals in staying in hiding. 

The arms of the town of Sissirniut bear a walrus' head 
(Arctic pun), but I was unable to employ my knowledge 
of the correct and humane way to dislodge the creatures' 
tusks from my kayak. Indeed the most savage sea crea­ 
ture we saw there was a local prawn cocktail at £6.50. Seals 
in the sea there were, but we saw more and closer in the 
markets. Whales seemed to be aware of their partial immu­ 
ni ty and sufficient birds had used their wings to remain 
exciting. At Qagssiarssule (l.c) paddling up a long 
inlet we disturbed a white tailed fish eagle feeding 
and saw it the next day being mobbed by Skuas and Gulls. 
There were Eider Ducks, Udder Ducks, Puffins, Barnacle 
Geese, Black Guillemots, Arctic Terns and Snow 
Buntings aplenty, but of Little Auks, said to be the sec­ 
ond most numerous bird on earth and whose droppings 
can stain whole snow fields red, there were only two - 
stuffed and in a glass case in Christianhab museum. 

Our boats were stuffed with food. This was as well, 
for the fishy friends we had thought would supple­ 
ment our diet proved hard to come by. Our line and tack­ 
le seemed to break very easily and only our resident 
firelighter, Peter caught any. Two were very tasty, the third 
so ugly that it was swiftly returned to the ocean. Perhaps 
more could have been caught from deeper water. 

For the first two weeks we did have mosquitos. First 
gear on and last off was the head net. Every campsite 
looked like a bee-keepers convention. They were 
vicious! able to bite through a polar suit, determined 
to explore any orifice; they would rain down on the tent 
like vultures on a meatsafe. Deterrents did not deter. At 
one campsite we tried to escape by cooking and eating 
on a low rocky finger in the sea, but to no avail we were 
still, supper. 

Our most reliable Arctic beast was the dog. Once a 
day, at least, we would come upon a rocky islet with a 
sledge pulling population of about twenty. They were 
always pleased to see us, I suppose we were fresh meat. 
On that basis we kept our distance. 

From Sissimiut we paddled for more than a fortnight 
before we had more human contact than a friendly wave. 
By this time we had reluctantly accepted that Disko Island 
was not on. The debate now was North via Egedesrninde 
or East via the curse of Franklin - a hint of an inland pas­ 
sage. Democracy had its say, idiocy played a greater part 
and we went East, through more islands some no more 
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Seriously loolfing for drysuit protection 
without the excess heat discomfort?. ... 
NO SltlEA11 
The new Kap Horn breathable Drysuit, available only from the manufacturers 
Ravenspring Ltd, was born from the latest technology in waterproof materials. It is 
multicoated, hardwaring and lightweight, giving total drysuit protection whilst 
freeing you of excess heat and perspiration discomfort. 
Developed from our very successful PVC suit it also features new wrist and ankle 
protection, double layered one piece seat and knees, elasticated waist and internal 
braces, and heavy duty front entry zip. 
When used in conjunction with our neoprene backed nylon cummerbund a 
good seal is produced over a spray deck for white water and surf 
conditions. Wearers of the cummerbund have reported that it has 
enabled them to canoe for longer as it provides both back support, 
and warmth around the kidneys. 
Also shown is our new Dry Top made from the same breathing fabric. 
This features elasticated wrist seal covers that are fully sealed so that 
the elastic does not become wet and cold, and a latex waist seal that 
when combined with a sealed seam long john will give you virtually a 
drysuit. The waist seal has a covering skirt that will, with the buckles 
on either side, seal over a canoe spray deck for a dry cockpit. 
This represents only a part of our innovative range of high quality 
products. 

All at prices that are more than competitive. 
Please contact us for a colour brochure. 

RttNENSPRING LTD 
_ PHONE/FAX (0803) 867092 

Ford Road, Totnes Industrial Estate, Totnes, Devon T09 5LO 
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than a Dordognes' width apart, in brilliant weather and 
the clearest of seas, in this way we came to one of the 
numerous Christianhabs. We paused here for a taste of 
traffic going nowhere, beer and sliced bread. We visit­ 
ed the small museum where the curator regaled us with 
further tales of death by ice. 

From this point on we were treated to an ice spec­ 
tacular, crossing bays of the most magnificent bergs, they 
were huge, constantly changing their appearance as we 
paddled between and around. Aircraft carriers, floats 
from white pageants, oil platforms, castle gates, pyra­ 
mids, sphinxes, palaces for ice princesses. They looked 

Above: 

Angat 

campsite. 

the order of the day for its eight two inhabitants. 
Cutting a dash in our Helly-Hansens and bog trotters, 
we chatted to the locals in their third language - English 
- and learned to our cheer that no locals paddled, 
death from ice was frequent, the fjord was unlikely to 
clear and that the best way across was the traditional way 
- with an outboard motor. 

We arrived in Illulissar on a gloomy morning. The 
paddle round the ice front was three hours long, stom­ 
ach clenching and awe inspiring. Our arrival in the busy 
port (halibut and prawns) was greeted with the cautious 
curiosity that men in Roman military dress might 
arouse in Aldershot. We were a thing from the past. 

Qajag 
In Sissumiut there was a qajag club, with a clubhouse, 
There seemed to be a growing interest in the sport and 
some members were in the Nook, competing in the 
National championships. In Illulissat things were fur­ 
ther back. There was talk of a club, but all we found were 
three traditional kayaks in various states of repair. We 
had half expected offers for our splendid craft (Three 
Nordkapps, one Skerray, one Aleut) We were to remain 
disappointed. 

Other aspects of traditional Greenland culture flour­ 
ish. Most of the small wooden houses came complete 
for the photographer, with sledges and racks of drying 
seal and fish. Dogs were everywhere. Amundsen took 
his from this town but left plenty for the rest of us. Every 
afternoon howls would circle the town announcing 
the arrival of feeding time. Most days the crack of gun­ 
shot would announce the demise of a stray and the birth 
of a pair of boots - the traditional use of dog pelt. 

In Ilulissat we were able to visit Knud Rassmussen's 
house (look at the map, see the film, try the bird), archae­ 
ological sites and the local countryside. Rassmuuson was 
the Explorer of Greenland, maker of an Inuit lan­ 
guage feature film, consumer (fatally) of puffin mari- 

Expedition Members: Peter Scott, Peter Hargreaves, 
Peter Wrigglesworth, Peter Howard Jeffs, Peter Bill Small, Peter Kevin Mansell. 
so permanent, so safe, but lines and ridges, sea-cut 
and heading for the sky at different angles, told of 
their earlier existence and hinted that they would not 
always be this shape, or this way up. 

The bays steadily became less frequent, the channels 
narrower, until, on a day of continuous downpour, 
the sea shrank to a trout stream. The boats had to be Below: 
pus~ed or towed and the promised passage began to _be Ice near Angat. 
attributed to a secretanal eyelash on the photocopier 
glass. Advocates of the eastern route became silent , 
portage or retreat? Quite suddenly we seemed to cross 
a tidal watershed, the water gradually deepened, the 
'banks' parted, conversation resumed, we were back in 
the Bay. We camped that night within sight and sound 
of the Jakobshavn ice fjiord. 

The following day, in brilliant sunshine, we walked 
across the tundra to see the ice front and consider our 
route. Breath-taking! A production line for icebergs five 
miles wide, stretching back as far as the eye could see, 
to the glacier. The latest products, ready for release but 
still trapped by the fjord threshold, grinding together 
and shedding great loads of ice. We could only guess the 
length of the ice front it formed and leave the dangers 
of the crossing to our imagination. 

Solitary Hunter v. Traditional? 
Walking back we saw 'That Which No Longer Happened', 
gliding through me outer ice, powered by me fjords fresh­ 
water current, crouched behind his screen was a soli­ 
tary hunter in his kayak. Inspired, and anxious for 
local knowledge, we walked back past our camp to the 
nearest settlement. Illirnenaq was en fete for the visit of 
the Danish fishing inspectorate, flags and fashion were 

nated in blubber.We bought postcards and enjoyed a 
Greenland Friday night out. We packed our boats and 
despatched them. In me last week in August the nights 
began to lengthen, we had sunsets, lumpy rain and thick­ 
er ice in the morning. Time to go, less than a fortnight 
after our return the blizzards started. 

Bill Small 
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The Bruce Foil and Sail Rig 
Foil Stability far Small Craft 

T he growing popularity of 
sea kayaking and of 
canoeing in general 

have prompted the develop­ 
ment of the Wing system, a 
'strap on' system of a Bruce 
foil and sail rig. The foil func­ 
tions both as keel and out­ 
rigger, and in spite of being 
fitted to only one side of the 
kayak. It is equally efficient 
whether to windward or lee­ 
ward. The developments are 
the work of Chris Hare Marine 
and Solway Dory who are 
well versed in this class of 
work having been involved 
in the canoeing industry for 
many years and who recent­ 
ly developed the successful 
Trans Atlantic crossing canoe 
the Spirit of Cleveland. 

The foil is a development of 
the work of the late Dr. Edmund 
Bruce, it is not a flotation device, 
having neutral buoyancy, but 
a dynamic system developing lift 
in a similar manner to an aero­ 
plane wing and the faster it 
goes the more lift it will develop. 
When the wing is on the leeward 
side the lift is upward and when 
to windward the 'lift' is downward. 
This odd but convenient arrange­ 
ment stems from the fact that 

sailing boats do not sail with 
their axis in line with the course 
and it is the leeway angle that 
gives the foil its appropriate 
angle of attack. 

Although primarily designed 
for sea kayaks the K-Wing will 
fit more or less any kayaks in a 
matter of minutes without any 
modification to the kayak 
enabling it to become a rea­ 
sonably efficient sailing craft. 
It carries a twenty five square foot 
red nylon sail which can be 
reefed around the mast for blus­ 
tery conditions. Even in strong 
conditions the kayak will run 
straight and level, the foil com­ 
pensating for heel and leeway 
and of course the great advan­ 
tage for the serious kayaker is 
that the rig will go to windward. 
The Wing Systems is a dynam­ 
ic system but even when sta­ 
tionary the damping effect of 
the foil is such that it is quite pos­ 
sible to stand up in the kayak. 

There is also a version that 
has been developed for open 
canoes. The C-Wing has a forty 
square foot red nylon sail which 
can be roller reefed around the 
mast, a line operated reefing 
drum is available as an extra. 
Again the gain in stability is 
striking, one can move about the 
boat quite comfortably and it 
makes an ideal rig for the fam­ 
ily sailor or outdoor centres 
dealing with young people. The 
use of either rig will not interfere 
with the original use of the 
canoe in any way. 

Both the K-Wing and the 
C-Wing are ruggedly con­ 
structed in red GRP with 
anodised alloy masts 
and spars and stain- 
less steel fittings. 

Chris Hare Marine, Unit 
3a, Ullswater Road, 
Longhill Industrial Estate, 
Hartlepool, TS25 1 UE 
Tel: 0429 235737 
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AVONCRAFT NORTH 

CARLISLE CANOES 
EVERYTHING FOR THE CANOEIST 
FROM BEGINNERS TO ADVANCED 

WHITEWATER 
OPEN CANADIAN CANOES IN STOCK 

GRUMMAN, INKAS, 
DAGGER OLD TOWN, COLEMAN 

KAYAKS IN STOCK 
PRIJON (THE FULL RANGE), PERCEPTION, DAGGER, 
ACE , IMPULSE PLUS FULL RANGE OF ACCESSORIES 

MAIL ORDER 
· VISA - CARLISLE CANOES, 41 WIGTON ROAD, 

CARLISLE, CUMBRIA CA2 7AX 
TEL. (0228) 31703 

TBEnNEST 
CANIIE 

RESCUE KIT 
_AND 

ACCESSORIES 
INTBE 
GALAXY 

Go boldly forth and engage warp drive to the 
CANOE EXHIBITION. 

Beam down to Stand 108 to meet the Suzy tech team and the 
curious Green Slime creature. 

Contact base for Mail Order transfer details: 
Suzy's Sweat Shop, 2 Victoria Cl, Molesey 

Surrey KT8 !SQ. Tel 081-941-2714 

FOR EITHER 

SEX 
Q~ ,1-lfiD 

wetsuits 
AT UNBEATABLE PRICES 
Long John - READY "ADE CW)'~ ' ', ', · , . 

£36.50 
Alsn rnrule to mr.rsure servl('fJ 

ACE WATERSPORTSWEAR 
8(".11!rstone Corner. Britannia Ro<lt1 

K,ngswood. Bristol BS 15 2BJ 
Telephone: Bristo' 10272' 675065 

Advertisers 
Please note the last date 

for receiving advertising material 
for the April issue is 5th March. 
For more information please 

contact Sandra Smart 

on 0480 496130 

Playboater, PO Box 4, 
The Haymill Centre, 
Burnham Lane, 
Slough SL 1 6LZ. 
Tel/Fax (0)628 602622. 
Playboating ('PIAg,bAteksl n. 
Activity producing sensations similar to those 
experienced when squirting yourself in the head with a 
hosepipe whilst rubbing yourself in the face with a brick. 
Avoid the "After-bum" from a heavy session by using 
the finest equipment from Playboater. Send or phone 
for a free sticker pack and brochure including details 
of our new wetsuit range. . 

DELAPRE BLADES 
MANUFACTURERS OF 

ALL TYPES OF PADDLES FOR 
ALL ASPECTS OF CANOEING 

. . ... 
UNIT 6, STRATHCLYDE BUSINESS CENTRE, 
POTTERY STREET, GREENOCK, PA 15 2UH 

See us on stand No. 107 
Tel: 0475 743433 
Fax: 0475 745945 

Open Canoes by ... 

. . ·. . 

EXCELLENCE IN DESIGN. EXCELLENCE IN CltflFTMANSHIP 
Contact 

t::.IJ!,J//5, Frodsham St., Kelsall, Tarporley, Cheshire. CW6 ORP. 
1~· Tel: 0829 52634 Fax: 0829 52634 

Also available from Platty + Kayaks & Canoes, 
: 1~ Derwentwater Marina, Portinscale, Keswick, Cumbria CA 12 5RF !~ Tel: 07687 71447 
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lass if ied & directory 
FOR ADVERTISING DETAILS PHONE (0480) 496130 

holidays/courses holidays/courses 

GREY CORRIE LODGE 
ROYBRIDGE 

For the Highlands 
Mountaineering_, Skiing 
Hill-Walking, canoeing 

On A86 - Fort William 12 miles 
Adjacent to Roybridge Hotel. 

Private bunkrooms for 2, 4 or 8 
persons. Complete self-catering 
with heating, showers , toilets, 
drying rooms, all bedding and 

log fire. 
All inclusive in price 

Tel: Spean Bridge 0397 712236 

SEA KAYAKING 
To start or improve 

Wales, Scotland, Shetland 
Nigel Foster 

0248 - 602058 

Anglesey, Rhoscolyn 
Group accommodation, up to 36 
in 8 bedrooms. Self or full catering. 
All facilities for year round use. 300 
yards from beach and outstanding 
coast. Ideal base sea tours, surf­ 
ing, overfalls. Camping available. 

Phone: 0407 860469 

BCD COACHING 
COURSES 

Courses at all levels available 
throughout Feb/March 94. 

For details contact: 
ACORN VENTURE 

TRAINING DEPARTMENT, 
137 WORCESTER ROAD, HAGLEY, 
STOURBRIDGE, WEST MIDLANDS 

DY90NW 
TEL: 0562 887260 

Wilderness Sea-kayaking, (Ireland-West) 
Established Centre, (15 years) 

Vast Experience, (Cape Hom plus) 
Expedition Equipped Sea Kayaks 

Approved, (Irish Tourist Board, ICU) 
Other Programmes, (Walking/Sailing etc) 

Phone Mary 010-353-9543411, 
Little Lillary Adventure Centre, 

Salruck, Renvyle, Co Galway, Ireland. 

LITTLE Kl LLA.RY 
Adventure Centre 

Plas y Brenin(M~J 
The National Mountain Centre 
Our 1994 programme is more 

comprehensive than ever before. 

White Water Kayak 
Sea Kayak 

White Water Canoe 

BCU Award or personal 
improvement. Call for our brochure. 
Plas y Brenin, The National Mountain Centre, 

Capel Curig, Gwynedd, LL24 0ET. 

Telephone: 06904 384/366 

holidays/courses 

TRIED TESTED 
TRUSTED 

BCU COURSES - PflOF/CIENCY, 
INSTRUCTOR & SENIOR INSTRI/GOR 

TRAINING & TESTING 
ADVANaD WHITE WATER COACHING 

AUTUMN SURF & ROCK HOP WEEKENDS 
NEW YEAR WITH A DIFFERENa 

How much better could your paddling be? 
How much fun con you have in o weekend? 

I( s lime to find out... 
fix o copy ,I"' 93/94 brochure, ~ease phone or write lo 
ADdy l~ddleto,, Twr-y-hlin Otrtdoor Centm, II. Oovids, 
Qyfed, 1.162 601. Tel: 0437720391.Fox: 0437 721638 

Binningham School of Canoeing 
BCU APPROVED CENTRE 

1994 Courses on offer: 
beginners to Advanced Kayak 

Eskimo Rolling 
Intro & Intermediate White Water 
Women only Intro. White Water 
Canoe Safety and Rescue Test 

Supervisor Award 
Instructor & SI Training & Assessment 
Advanced Sea Proficiency - Brittany 
Alpine White Water - French Alps 

Open Canoe Courses by Arrangement 
Self catering Cottages - Brittany 
Private Courses br Arrangement 

Please contact: 

~

/KE PHILLIPS, 21 Heathfield Rd, 
Bewdley, Worcs DY/2 1JT 
TEL or FAX: 0299 401872. 

La Jametiere, Normandy 
B & B or Half Board 
Up to 10 guests 
Leisure activities with Bill & Carole, 
friendly, qualified instructors. 
Personal tuition in: 
• Windsurfing 
• Canadian canoeing 
• Horse-riding 
• Mountain Biking 
• Dinghy-sailing 

Beautiful lake, near sea, excellent coun­ 
try accommodation with private bar. 
Tel: (010.33) 33.49.83.67 

s,f .£; ?at/4 
Sport1~ 

Canoe USA Mid-West USA camping and 
canoe trips, gentle scenic river trips, white­ 
water available, three beautiful unspoilt loca­ 
tions. Vast choice of leisure activities off the 
river. Rafting available. Paddle down rivers 
unchanged for centuries. First class river­ 
side camping facilities, plenty great fishing. 
For more info contact: 081-464-0729, David 
Tadman, Flat 3, 23 Crescent Rd, Bromley, 
Kent. BR1 3PN 

Canoe Courses and Adventure Holidays 
on sea, surf, river and Dartmoor. 
Youngsters, adults and family multi adven­ 
ture courses including canoeing, sailing, 
water-skiing, climbing, yachting. Specialist 
sea canoe courses, proficiency to advanced. 
See our video. Please contact Mr D. gar­ 
land, Courtlands centre, Kingsbridge, S. 
Devon TQ7 4BN (0548) 550227. 

equipment/services 

Thi$ is a 

SAFETY.KNIFE 

~ 
The knife is available at the following 

addresses in the UK: 

Palm Canoe Products Limited. 
Harbour Road, Portishead, 

Bristol BS20 9BL.Tel: 0275-842740 

No Limits at Current Trends. 
Adbolton Lane, West Bridgford, 

Nottingham NG2 SAS. Tel: 0602-813222 

Whitewater Consultancy. 
Wilkes Head Square, Llandysul, 

Dyfed SA44 4AA. Tel: 0559-362083 

Outdoor Action. 
55 Tattymacall Road, Libellaw, 

Co. Fermanagh, 
N. Ireland BT94 SGR. Tel: 0365-87605 

Sward Sports Ltd. 
Mill farm, The Fox, Purton, Swindon, Wilts 

SNS 9EF. Tel: 0793 772323 

HANSON SAFETY HB 
Box 108,236 23 HL>LLVIKEN SWEDEN 

Answcrphone & Fax +46-40 45 02 60 

ROGUE ("\(;\ 
&/·1./:1:"C/:" 

RIVER-VVEAR 
SPECIALIST 

0768 881003 Seals 
LANG~!~!:v s;~:,~~~t~:,~ rnti Repair or DI Y 

See yow local stockist or send for further infonnat.ion to:­ 
HUMPIT TROUEYS ANO LANDSURFERS 

Alma Cottage 15 Glencoe Road, 
Paitstone, Poole, Donlet BH12 2DN. Tel: 0202 n1221 

HALGAR OUTDOOR 
PURSUITS EQUIPMENT 

Tel: 0274 880306 
ALL TYPES OF CANOES 

AND KAYAKS, 
EQUIPMENT AND 

CLOTHING SUPPLIED. 
CANOE & KAYAK REPAIRS. 

TRAILER REPAIRS. 
OTHER OUTDOOR PURSUITS 

EQUIPMENT SUPPLIED. 
BOOKS, MAPS, GUIDES AND 

VIDEOS. ADVICE ON EQUIPMENT. 
NO OBLIGATION 
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accommodation 

River Dart, Devon, Middle Stoke Farm, Holne, 
Ashburton, TQ13 7SS. B&B, comtortable 
accommodation, good fO0d, friendly atmos­ 
phere, drying facilities. Tel: (03643) 444 
lnchree Chalets & Bunkhouse, Onich, Fort 
William, Inverness-shire, TeVFax: Onich (08553) 
287. Situated in the midst of some of the finest 
white water. Suitable all grades. Pub restaurant 
on site. Less access problems. 
Mid Wales - B & B, 4 miles from Upper Wye at 
Rhayader. Superb panoramic views in peace­ 
ful setting. Ample parking, shower, central 
heating, big breakfast. Tel: Graham and Sue 
Lewis on 0597-811262. 
Newtonmore • Independent Hostel. Sleeps 
1-18, great facilities. Kathryn Main, Craigellachie 
House, Main Street, Newtonmore, Inverness­ 
shire PH20 1DA. 0540-673360. 
Meloch MIii. Close Treweryn 2 mins Bala. 
Comfortable accommodation twin or single 
rooms. Excellent breakfast, safe off-road park­ 
ing. Groups welcome. Phone 0678-520101 
Dartmoor. Camping Barn at Holne (O.S. 
SX6696) close to River Dart. Showers, toilets, 
cooking facilities. Cosy and cheap. Sleeps 14. 
Tel Katie 0364 43920 for further details. 

RIVER DART, 
LANTERNS INN. 

Near Holne. En-suite accommodation, 
family room available. Groups wel­ 
come. Drying facilities. Food available 
7 days. Spacious free parking - 10% 
Discount on food and accommodation 
for canoeists. 

Tel 0364 652697. 

for sale 

PROTECT 
YOUR CAMERA 

Don't take risks wiih the elements - send 
for details of .our protective covers and 
watertight housings for SLR, video and 

compact cameras. 
Dept CF DRY· TECH The Studio, Did 

School, St. Anne's St. Grantham, Lines 
NG31 9AG Tel: 0476 592724 

situations vacant 

SEASONAL VACANCIES 
for 2 canoeing/sailing/windsurfing . 
instructors. Must be BCU and RYA 
qualified and willing to help with 
daily running of establishment. For 

more information contact: 
Wendy and Ray Davies. 

LAK~SIDE CARAVAN PARK, 
Uangorse, Brecon, Powys LD3 ?TR. 

Tel: 0874 84226 

CANOEISTS 
WANTED 

PGL-requires B 
and other canoe 
considerable ex 
instruct children 
long or short pe 
March and Octo 
age is 18 for the 
for France. Appl 
France should h 
experience. All 
residential. 
Application Oep 
PG.L Young Adv 

pt;L 
~DVENTURE 

::.u., S.l.'s 
sts with 
-erience to 
or families for 
iods between 
ier. Minimum 
U.K. and 20 
cations for 
ave Canadian 
osts are 

EDALEAACTIVITY CENTRE 

A number of vacancies exist for Senior 
Instructors, Lead Instructors, Seasonal 
Instructors and Storepersons. 
For further details contact: 
Edale YHA Activity Centre, Rowland Cole, 
Netherbooth, Edale, Sheffield S30 2ZH. 
Tel: 0433 670302 

LONGRIDGE 
Scout Boating Centre 
Are running the following 

courses: 

SENIOR INSTRUCTOR 
Training/Assessment 
11-13 March 1994 

INSTRUCTOR 
Training 

22-24 April 

INSTRUCTOR 
Assessment 
23 April 

To book one of the these courses 
please contact Steve Finch, 

Langridge SBC, "Quarry Wood 
Road, Marlow, Bucks. SL7 IRE. 

Tel: 0628 483252 

EDAL'AACTIVITY CENTRE 

This busy and growing centre approved by 
MLT8, BCU & 8OF requires a: 

SENIOR INSTRUCTOR (OPERATIONS) 

Candidates should hold NG8 Instructor 
level qualifications in a number of out­ 
door activities with higher level qualifica­ 
tions in at least one to enable the instruction 
of a wide variety of such activities to clients 
on activity holidays through to technical out­ 
door activity training courses. The sue· 
cessful applicant will be involved in the daily 
running of the activity operation and as such 
will have experience in staff training, 
supervision, facility management and cus­ 
tomer communications and relations. 

For further details contact: Nick Willis 
(Chief Instructor), Edale YHA Activity 
Centre, Rowland Cole, Netherbooth, Edale, 
Sheffield S30 2ZH. Tel: 0433 670302 

INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED 
Superchoice Adventure require carioe 
and multi activity ipstructors from March to 
September 1994. Challenging and reward­ 
ing jobs working with British school groups. 

Canoeists should be a minimum of Tl in 
either kayak or.open canoe although I pre­ 
f~rred. 3 star also considered as we organ­ 
ise Tl training and assessment courses. 

Activity Instructors should have some 
experience in working with children but 
qualifications are not essential as full train­ 
ing given. 

FOR RECRUITMENT PACK AND APPLI· 
CATION FORM CALL SUPERCHOICE 

ON 0273 670047 (24HRS) 

Climbing, Caving and Orienteering instruc­ 
tors and assistants required at multi-activity 
centre in Ardeche, France from April to August 
1994. Minimum age 21, command of French an 
advantage, but experience of working with 
children essential. For information and application 
form, write to: Village Camps (Ardeche), CH- 
1854 LEYSIN, Switzerland. 
Canoe, kayak Instructors and assistants 
required at multi-activity centre in Ardeche, 
France from April to August 1994. Minimum age 
21, qualified to BCU Supervisor, Instructor or 
Senior Instructor level, depending on position 
applied for. Experience of other activities and 
command of French an advantage, but expe­ 
rience of workng with children essential. For infor­ 
mation and application form, write to: Village 
Gamps (Ardeche), CH-1854 LEYSIN, Switzertand. 
Qualified canoeing and climbing instructors 
required at outdoor centre in North Devon from 
March to July. Phone 0237-477637 for appication. 
OKANAGAN CANOE HOLIDA VS. 
Adventure in rapids or experience nature on 10 
warm rivers by day, comfortable lodge by night. 
Experience is not required. Special weeks for 
children, seniors, handicapped or experts. 
Open canoe and kayak courses. See our video 
at Canada House in London or order by mail 15. 
Ring or fax us today at 604-762-8156. RR#1, 
Kelowna, V1 Y 7P9 
BRITISH COLUMBIA • CANADA 
Qualified watersports instructors required for 
May to October 1994 in busy lakeside location. 
CV'.s to - Paul Hodgson, Reivers of Tarset, 
T.he Comb, Greenhaugh, Hexham, 
Northumberland, NE48 1 RU. Telephone (0434) 
240245. 

Canoeing Instructors. Residential and non-res­ 
idential vacancies at children's watersports 
centres in Surrey & Berkshire. 4-16 weeks, 
June-September. Full/part-time. Excellent 
salaries and enjoyable working environments. 
Further details: Freetime Leisure Limited, Tel: 
0483 740242. 

ACORN VENTURE LIMITED 
(PROVIDER OF HfGH QUALITY COURSES FOR SCHOOLS & GROUPS) 

REQUIRE SPECIALISI'S IN TEACHING OUTDOOR PURSUITS. POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
IN NORTII WALES, FRANCE AND SPAIN FROM APRIUl\tAY · SEPTEMBER 1994 

(WHOLE PERIOD ONLY) 
INSfRUCTORS: Must be qualified to "Instructor" level with 

national governing bodies. 
ASSISTANT INSfRUCTORS: Must be registered as training for the above 

awards. 
SUPPORT SfAFF 
(KITCHEN & MAINTENANCE): 

Summer vacancy tor an instructor expert­ 
enced in Rock Climbing, Abseiling, Canoeing, 
(Loch and Sea)Windsurfing . Canoeing quali­ 
Iications essential plus driving licence. Small pri­ 
vately owned Activity Centre. For further details 
please apply - Eviedale Centre, Evie, Orkney 
KW17 2PJ Scotland. 

Outdoor background preferred. 

Apply in writing with full CV (including dates available, contact phone 
numbers and your governing body membership numbers) to: 

TIM BOLDRY, ACORN VENTIJRE LIMITED, 137 WORCESI'ER ROAD, HAGLEY, 
SfOURBRIDGE, WESf MIDLANDS. DY9 0NW 

STAFF REQUIRED 
We require staff for the 1994 summer season (April - 

September) to help run Windsurfing, Canoeing, 
Sailing, Mountain biking, Rock climbing etc. 

Applications in writing only please to: 

Bala Adventure & 
Watersports Centre, 
4, High Street, 
Bala, 
Gwynedd LL3 7 ~G 

N~tw~ 
INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED 1994 SEASON 
Qualified Instrutors required at our Multi Activity centre for the 
1994 season. Climbers, Sailors, Canoeists etc. Season starts mid 
March finishes end October. Wage includes full board and lodging. 

Full training given prior to and during the 
season. Applicants 18 years or above. 

Apply for details 
Joe Constable, Adventure International 
Belle Vue, Bude, N. Cornwall EX23 HJP 
Tel: 0228 355551 

PJas y Brenin 
The National Mountain Centre 

Temporary Instructor required 
Plas y Bren in invites suitably qualified and experienced persons to apply. The min­ 
imum mountaineering qualification is full MIC and candidates ideally should also 
hold a BCU SI and be active paddlers. 

The post is being offered on an initial ten month contract. For an application form 
and further details please contact Dave Alcock, Plas y Brenin, Capel Curig, Gwynedd, 
LL24 0ET. Tel: 06904 384/366 
Closing date for completed applications is 11th February 1994. It is intended that the successful applicam 
will be available 10 start work on 7th March 1994. 

The Sports Council is an equal opportunities employer 
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C 1-ASSIFIED 
for sale 

UYINCi or SRLINCi 
a used canoet Call 

0363175914 

The Canoe 
Trading Post 
GREATER LONDON 

/J1RECTORV 

NORTH 

r ' 
Garstang- ~ 
North West Canoe Shop of the 90's 
Stockists of Palm, Ace, Pyranha, Gaybo 
Perception. Repair & Hire Service. 

Unit 1, Pringle Court, Thomas's 
Weind, Garstang, Lanes PR3. 
0995 602114 (24hr Answer ser) 

Fax: 0995 601404 

SOUTHERN 

TWICICENttflM & WttrTEWflTEJt . . .. d'a ••.. _. ??.....-e>-- 
Now the finest canoe shop In the 

known universe 
Canoe and kayak specialists. Courses, hire, 

instruction, equipment. The. complete 
outfitters, mail order service available.· 

Shepperton marina, Felix Lane, Shepperton, 
· Middlesex TW17 BNJ. Tel: 0932 247978 

GREATER LONDON 

Woodmill 
Canoeing & Outdoors Activities Centre 

Woodmill Lane, Swaythling, 
Sourpton S02 2JR Tel: (0703) 555993 

Canoes, paddles and accessones irom leading 
manufacturers. Demonstration boats available. 
Huge range of courses for aO levels. Write or 
;i:hone for fuU programme. BCU approve_:! 

THAMES & GHIL TERN 

CANOE RESCUE EQUIPMENT AND 
ACCESSORIES INCLUDING 
GREEN SLIME THROWBAGS 

~" CONTACT: SUZY, 2 VICTORIA CLOSE, 
.EAST MOLESEY, SURREY, KTS 9SQ 

TEL: 081 941 2714 

MAIL ORDER 
SERVICE 

AVAILABLE 

marsport 
CANOES & KAYAKS 
215 London Rqad, Reading 

Tel: 0734 665912 
Fax: 0734 352484 

Canoes, Kayaks, Paddles and 
Accessories: All advice and 
supplies for the competitive 

or leisure paddler, 

WEST COUNTRY WALES 

DEE KAYAK & CANOE 
SCHOOL . 

B.C.U. • W.C.A. Approved 
65 Harwood Lane, Rossett, Wrexham, 

Clwyd. Lll 2 OEU 
Tel: 0244 570157 (24hr Ans) 

Courses for beginners. 
Send SAE for full progranne. 
All BCU Coachint awards 

KIRTON WATERSPORTS and 
ALTERNATIVE SURF COMBINED TO MAKE 

Tlf SOUTll WEST'S BIGGEST CANOE SHOP. 
BESIDE THE EXE FOR EASY DEMOS 

FOR FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL ADVICE. 
CALL IN or PHONE 

A/5 WA TERSPORTii, IS THE QUAY 
EXETER. 0392 421831/219600 

WORCESTERSHIRE 

POLY PIPPIN 14 
The original polythene open cockpit 
kayak (ideal for beginners) 

THE 'BELL BOAT' 
A totally new approach to teaching 
paddlesport. 
For detail• contact Steve Train 
T.L Elliott & Co Ltd, Wolverton Hall. Peopleton, 
Pershore, Worcs, WR10 2AU 

Tel: 0905 840813 
Fax: 0905 840002 

Tel: 0559 362083 0860 290750 
Largest stockist of canoeing 
equipment in West Wales 
Huw Evans · The Old Shop 

Wilkshead Square 
tlandvsvl · SA44 4AA 

DEVON 

A rang:h:ft "off:t~~~n::tanoes 
performance and value. 
Send an S.AE. for detaiJ.s to: 

Ope,n Canoe Co .• 2 Keep Cottages, 
Bury Pomeroy, Totnes, Deoon. TQ9 6LH. 

Telephone 0803 866215 

members classified 

Please forward all adverts to appear in the 
Members Classified direct to 

BCU Headquarters in Nottingham. 
MEMBERS ADS FREE 

FOR SALE 
Ml 370 Slalom VGC full plate footrest, magen­ 
ta £170 ONO. Mirage, white, full WW spec 
VGC £150 tel: 0504 43937 or 0850993046 
Clearout! Dancer XS teal green £220, Dancer 
XT red inc. deck lines £21 O, Valela red inc. deck 
lines and back strap £180, Freestyle red £155, 
C1 Fanatic Evolution carbon/kevlar sphere­ 
tex construction, slat seat £270, Cl Devastator 
£60, K1 Nomad Pro-am Extra £100, KW7 very 
good condtion £55. Also various youths and childs 
wet suits, buoyancy aids, cags etc. 0873 
880344 (Gwent) 
Aleut Sea II. All white, black trim, foam seats, 
recessed compass, front c/pit steering through 
deck pumps, purchased April 93. Divorce 
forces sale £1300 ovno, Tel 0603 300346 
(Norwich) 
2 Palm Aquabat Sports, 1 used twice £250, 
1 other £150, also 1 Gui 3mil steamer sixe 
10/12 £70 & 1 Gui longjohn size 10/12 £50 ono. 
will separate Tel: 0348 874757 (Fishguard) 
For Sale (due to poorness!) Slalom Mysterie 
K1, Full Kevlar epoxy, Kevlar 2 hull, 7.5kg, 
minor damage to deck. no lines on hull and slalom 
assymetric blades £260. Tel: Graeme 041 339 
4168 (Glasgow) 
2 Klepper Arius folding touring canoes, dou­ 
ble seaters, unused, retail at £2,500 offers 
£2000 ono. Tel: 0483 579016 
Aqua Bat ww spec, good condition, £200 ono 
Tel: 0376 349707 (Braintree) 
Baidarka Explorer Expedition, Excellent con­ 
dition £280, Tel: Brian Williamson 041 620 
0008 (Glasgow) 
Sea Kayak P&H Dawn Treader Odin, all 
white, black trim, 2 bulk heads, 3 hatches, 
retractable skeg, very fast, vgc £375 ono Tel: 
0253 852832 (eves) 0253 872653 (day) (Lanes) 
Perception Corsica ·s· 2 years old, red, fitted 
backstrap & full plate footrest £245.00 Tel: 
Gravesend 0474 537467 
Robert Saunders Space packer GT light­ 
weight tent, hardly used £100 Tel: 081 599 0740 
(Romford) 
K2 Stilletto, sandwich construction, good con· 
dition £250, K2 Stilletto, glass/diolen con­ 
struction, solid marathon boat, u/s rudder 
£250.00, Rapier Kl, new, glass construction £250, 
Scarba Sea K2 £580, 2 x Junior Racing K1 13'6" 
long, new £150 each. Ring George: 0602 
819758 (Netts) 
Glider K2 VGC, plus two spare seats £250 ono, 
Trapper touring double, orange, vgc £200, 
one glass slalom boat "Nomad" £90 Tel: 0303 
238895 
Dancer XS (iade green) plus spraydeck, ideal 
for younger/smaller paddler, £200 ono, Tel: 
0364 653068 (Devon) 
K2 Puma, o/s rudder, with seats inc, an old but 
very use able boat, marathon construction £ 120 
ono. Contact Mark 0705 503162 (Hants) or 
Paul 0225 754943 (Wilts) 
Mirage 4 K2, o/s rudder, foot pump, handles, 
seats, used once only, excellent condition, 
ideal for DNJ, emigration forces sale £495.00 
Tel: 0705 503162 (Hants) 
Large Canoe Trailer, braked, will take approx 
fifteen boats, plus K2s, never been used £1,200 
Tel: 0223 60125 
Ottersports GRP 16' Canadian inc, paddles. 
Well used but serviceable £125ono, Perception 
Mirage, scratched but sound £125 ono. Contact: 
2 Evelyn Drive, Leicester, LE3 2BT 
Rotobat, ww spec, new backrest & end grab, 
hot pink, good condition £220 ono Tel: Mike 0245 
323271 (Essex) 
Magic Bat, limrted edition, 9 months old, full ww 
spec, hip pads with gasket neoprene deck inc, 
£385ono. Tel: 0621 828164 Eves (Essex) 
Aleut Sea fl & Legend, full spec very good con­ 
dition, £850 & £600 Tel: 0407 763324 (Anglesey) 
Wave Ski Plam lightning 7ft 7in, good condition 
£120 ono Tel: 0494 724152 (South Bucks) 
Prijon Gambler, 6 months old, teal colour 
with heavy duty airbags, £300 Tel: Sue 0494 
447853 (eves) (High Wycombe) 
Mould 14ft x 2ft (approx, over flanged edge) 
for fibreglass solo kayak. Age unknown. 
Collectors item? Space needed, Donation to 
Scout Canoe Club Tel: 081 642 3720 
Polo Bat, Arrowcraft Dash, blue, kevlar deck 
and diolen hull, reinforced ends and sides, 
good condition, £130. Slalom C2 glitter blue deck 
good condition, no straps in back, front right, back 
left, with two paddles £110. Also Tiki wet suit, 
full length, sleeveless, hardly used 23inch 
inside leg £35 Tel: P Bromsich 052785 3303 
Pyranha Rotobat, Crosslinked, Yellow, ww 
spec, Good condition, £250 ono. Contact Dave 
Webb 0372 466385 (Surrey) 

Squirt Boat, Valley, Bigfoot Shred, VGC, also 
practically new Playboater twin seal deck, 
squirt video and book, complete package £850 
Tel: Nie 0708 457151 eves only (Essex) 
Pyranha Master x linked, ww spec, full plate 
and aribags, small repair, £175ono: Also Alaska 
Sea open water kayak, VCP hatches, Decklines, 
used twice £275ono Tel: 0902 850864 (Staffs) 
Blue watertight barrels 18 inch high, 13 inch 
diameter £5 each, a couple of used small 
adult/large child longjohn wetsuits £10 each. Tel: 
Cheddar 0934 743775 
Roofbars: F0<d roofbars f0< Ford Granada. Used 
only once £40 ono Tel: Cheshire 0270 522629 
Sea King, Sea Kayak, built for big sea paddler, 
loads of room, two bulkheads and hatches. 
Reliable and very strong. £100. Tel: 0963 
40788 (Somerset) 
New Classic 2/3 Man Canadian Canoe, cedar 
strip and epoxy construction. Gilpatrick design. 
Paddles included £700 Tel: 0248 853683 
(Anglesey) 
lndespension 6 kayak Trailer. Excellent con­ 
dition £150 Tel: 0248 853683 (Anglesey) 
Rapide II WWR in carbon kevlar epoxy con­ 
struction · quick boat with not significant dam· 
age £175. Rapier Kl good basic boat with 
u/stem rudder £50 phone Telford (0952) 581528 
or 581995 
Freestyle whitewater spec. good solid unbent 
boat £125. Suri Shoe 2.5m tatty but fun £20 Tel: 
Telford (0952) 581528 or 581995 
K1 Flat water tourer by Ottersport. Buff fibre­ 
glass, fitted rudder, fully adjustable, footrests 
and seat.Folding backrest.Decklines, good 
condition. £200 ono. Tel: 0472 359172 (Grimsby) 
Pyranha Mountain Bat, ww spec, excellent con­ 
dition £175, Pyranha Rotobat ww spec, excel­ 
lent condition £175, Pyranha Master x 2 excellent 
condition £100 each Tel: 0704 879066 
(Merseyside) 
Weekender Sea Kayak, full sepc, VGC, £300 
for quick sale. Tel: Paul 0947 893333(w) 0947 
893278 (H) Whitby 
Pyranha Magic Bat. Aquamarine ww spec, (incl 
backstrap and airbags) one year old, VGC 
£295 ono Tel: 0734 757290 (daytime) 0344 
775364 (evenings) 
C1 · Revolution' Concept designs, kevlar two 
construction, good condition, surt lightweight pad­ 
dler £125 Tel: 0602 724839 (Notis) 
Black Mountain Bat, full WW spec, VGC, 
£320 ono Tel: 0272 465258 (Bristol) 
Slalom Kayaks, Kevlar Extra, battered £50 
Equipe 78, Kevlar, 1 minor repair £100. Image, 
Kevlar, VGC £175. All boats are excellent 
value, can deliver. Tel: Dean 091 272 2225 
(Newcastle Upon Tyne) 

WANTED 
Perception Dancer (S) in good condition, for 
ww and flat water use. Can travel Tel: Kent 0634 
813029 after 17:30hrs 
Spud or similar, anything considered, will 
pay approx £225 for reasonable boat, Call 
Mike 0245 323271 (Essex) 
WWR Savage or similar in very good condition, 
will collect, Tel Nigel 0244 679578 
Fast and light C2, Winnona ICF C2 or similar 
for serious attempt at 1995 DW - Advice wel­ 
come Tel Simon Hammond 0288 354039 
Ml370 endcaps, front and back wanted. (New) 
Retail price paid. Tel: Richard 0243 582110 
Fast Lightweight Racing K2, Kevlar or Carbon 
Construction. Tel: John 0225 840107 or Scott 
0225 330857 will collect. 

LOST AND FOUND 
Ainsworth Paddle, orange blades with the 
name E Jack written on them. Lost Saturday 13th 
November on A Dart, Haine Bridge onwards. 
Tel: 071 636 9799 
Found on Dee Tour, 14 Nov, at Town Falls, 1 
Ainsworth Paddle, Tel: 0244 344669. 

STOLEN 
Topolino Duo, red with crease marks at mid 
point and front, German address appears 
inside both cockpits and on airbags. Any infor­ 
mation please contact: Carmarthen Police 
Force: 0267 236444. 

WE NEED YOU 
Canoeing Lifeguards and Instructors required 
for our expanding new canoe club, persons liv­ 
ing in Nottinghamshire required with the Bronze 
Medallion to assist at our pool sessions at 
Portland Baths in the Meadows area nr Trent 
Bridge, interested persons, please contact 
Dave Clifton: 0602 781120 
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1933 to 1994 
g~ 

60 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN CANOEING 
Come and visit our NEW showroom where we stock 
Perception, A.C.E., Pyranha, Coleman, Oldtown, M.I., 
Valley, P+H and Ottersports Canoes and Kayaks. We 
also have the whole range of WIid Waler clothing and acce&­ 
sorles on display. Plus our own world renowned range 
of kayak kits and G.R.P. Canoes and Kayaks. 

OR slmply phone (0487) 813777 and ask for our NEW free 
mall order catalogue 

Discounts available for councils, educational authorities, 
canoe clubs, scouts and bulk orders. 

GRANTA BOATS, Ramsey, Huntingdon, Cambs PE17 1 EZ 

WHITEWATER 
7~~~ 

At 
Shepperton Marina 
Felix Lane 
Shepperton 
Middlesex TW 17 8NJ 
HOW TO FIND US 

BRITISH RAIL MAIN LINE TO SHEPPERTON 

PHONE 
0932 

247978 
or 

0932 
225988 

MAIL ORDER UK & WORLDWIDE 
CREDIT CARDS - ACCESS OR VISA 

COURTESY BUS FROM STATION 
EQUIPMENT - COURSES - HIRE - REPAIRS - INSTRUCTION - 

HOLIDAYS - ETC. FROM NOVICE TO EXPERT - BCU QUALIFIED 
STAFF FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE AND HELP - MAIL ORDER SERVICE 

no limits & current trends 
ONE STOP SHOP AT 
HOLME PIERREPONT 

plus Peak Performance 
Factory Outlet 

For all your 
paddling gear 

Price list & details of our mail order 
and interest free credit from 

NO LIMITS 
Adbolton Lane, West Bridgford, 

Nottingham NG2 SAS 
orphone0602813222 

1994 KAYAK & CANOE 
PROGRAMME 

BCU COACHING COURSES 
ADVENTURE PADDLING 

at Home and Abroad 
AUSTRIA - FRANCE - NORWAY - USA 

Beginners to Advanced 

For full programme for '94 contact 
CURRENT TRENDS 

Adbolton Lane, West Bridgford, 
Nottingham NG2 SAS 
or phone 0602 818844 
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Designed for the 
Wild Water Woman. 

M any manufacturers 
could be rebuked for 
not catering properly 

for female paddlers in their 
many shapes and sizes. Palm 
have addressed this problem 
with the introduction of the 
Canyon ·s· buoyancy aid, which 
has been developed for ladies 
or anyone else that finds the 
standard Canyon a little long in 
the body. The body of the exist­ 
ing model has been recut and 
some of the components 
rearranged to allow a marked 
shortening of the buoyancy 
aid without losing any of the 
technical features. 

Members of the Ladies 
Himalayan Kayak Team were 
supplied with the buoyancy aid to 
help provide feedback in the final 
stages of it's development. 

Comfort and Fit 
(including 
swimming) 
With three members of the team 
measuring in at 5'5" or under, 
the small size "fitted like no other 
buoyancy aid has fitted before". 
All six of us found that the cut and 
the fitting straps made the Canyon 
S a very comfortable and func­ 
tional buoyancy aid. Movement 
whilst paddling was unrestrict- 

ed, but this is achieved without a 
corresponding loss of buoyan­ 
cy. The level of buoyancy became 
apparent on the few occasions 
when a swim was called for, with 
the swimmers coming quickly to 
the surface despite the best efforts 
of some raft munching holes. 
The sung fit also meant that we 
had no problem with the buoyancy 
aid riding up and restricting vision 
during a swim. 

In additions the shoulder and 
chest compression straps proved 
useful for further tailoring the 
Canyon S to our strange shapes. 
Once the buoyancy aid has 
been adjusted it would not need 
resetting. 

Safety Features 
The Canyon S has a front zip 
and two fitting buckles at the 
waist and upper chest. These 
provide a snug fit and would be 
easy to unfasten quickly should 
the need arise. The chest safe­ 
ty harness is secured by a plas­ 
tic cam buckle, backed with a 
stainless steed load spreader. 
The metal loadspreader is incor­ 
porated as a fail safe feature 
which only needs to be used 
where a quick release is not 
required. It is for example invalu­ 
able when setting up safety 

cover from the bank when the 
person providing the cover is 
using a short belay to position 
themselves over something very 
nasty. An added clip for tidying 
the end of the chest harness 
webbing was liked by some, but 
regarded as unnecessary and 
easily lost by others. 

The Cowtail, Krab and 
Karabiner pocket are well designed 
with the elasticated tape provid­ 
ing the necessary length with­ 
out the risk of entanglement. The 
large Krab allowed fast attachment 
to boat end loops. The whole 
system could be easily operated 
using one hand - an important 
safety consideration. The only 
improvement to the system would 
be to further extend the velcro to 
prevent the Krab from slipping out 
of it's pocket. 

A plastic knife attachment 
point is provided. We used stan­ 
dard diving knives and jack 
knives and found that the tab did 
not assist with attachment. 
Several team members removed 
the tabs and devised their own 
systems for securing knives. 

Pockets 
We were happy with the amount 
and variety of pockets. For expe­ 
dition use in particular, we found 
the back pocket to have ample 
room for chocolate, suncream, 
sunglasses, waterproof maps, 
and a small emergency first aid 
kit. Even after all of this there 
would still be room for a cagoule 
or a thermal. At that point you 
would have a nice bit of padding 
for lying back in the boat on the 
back deck. This pocket is easy to 
open yourself and the shoulder 
press stud is a nice finishing 
touch, but as expected you would 
need some help to get things 
out of the pocket and to reseal it 
after use. The pockets all remained 
sealed throughout many an 
impressive trashing - except on 
one occasion. 

Of the two front pockets the 
bottom left was the most useful 
and provided enough room to 
store a waterproof camera. The 
great beauty of this pocket is an 
inside plastic loop for attaching 
expensive items such as cameras. 
This loop is built in with quite a low 
breaking strain as a safety pre­ 
caution (so that the loop would rip 
out if a camera was snagged in 
a tree etc). The pocket also has 
a fastex buckle to reinforce the vel­ 
cro seal. A nice thought except that 

the buckle slips. 
The top right pocket is small 

and presumably designed for 
carrying car keys or a whistle. 
Another internal loop would be 
useful here. 

Summary 
An excellent buoyancy aid for 
women or shorter men who 
are running rivers at Grade 3+ 
and who are involved in pro­ 
viding bank support. The 
Canyon S looks as if it will be 
very hard wearing. It provides 
maximum comfort and boasts 
a high standard of safety fea­ 
tures in the chest harness and 
flotation provided. 

Samantha Turner 

Available from : 

Palm Canoe Products, 

Harbour Road, Portishead, 

Bristol 8S20 9BL. 

Tel: 0275 842740 

Do 
I have amongst my jumble of 
canoe related possessions a 
pair of wooden Lendal Nordkapp 
asymmetric paddles, circa 1975. 
I well remember using them for 
the first time. Precision jig and 
tooling had produced an engi­ 
neered article complimented by 
a fine craftsman finish. They 
were a joy to use and handle, if 
somewhat heavy. 

Some eighteen years on I 
have experienced similar plea- 
sures with the nineties equiva- 
lent in technological advances 
from Lendal, namely their all 
carbon, modified cranked 
asymmetric Nordkapp 
paddles. The blades are 
based upon their tried and 
well tested Power-master 
range. They are laid up 
marginally heavier to con­ 
tend with maritime ele­ 
ments, and are available 
in a range of colours to 
suit all tastes. Loom colour ~ 
is as Henry Ford's famous 
saying, " ... any colour so 
long as its black". 

It's in the loom design 
that sea paddlers are like­ 
ly to find the greatest ben­ 
efits. The shaft can be -------- 
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Pyranha Acrobat 300 
F allowing intensive 

research and proto­ 
typing since the mid­ 

dle of last year, the Acrobat 
is the result of improvements 
and tweaking triggered by 

both the feedback from Rodeo 
paddlers, and the close obser­ 
vations of the designer. This 
sort of dialogue has taken 
place in slalom and river rac­ 
ing competition for some time 
but Rodeo, as they say is a 
whole new jar of worms (or 
cookies?). Mix the metaphors 
yourself, but cookies taste 
nicer. Is it a hot cookie or not? 

The boat is 3 metres long, 
fairly skinny and quick, with 
volume in the foredeck and a 
slashed down back deck. 

ordkapp Paddles 
supplied in a range of flexibility 
from that of a cast iron bar, 
grade 3, (without the associat­ 

ed weight), to the supple­ 
ness of a wooden shaft, 
grade 1 F. A centre split­ 
joint permits an infinite 
choice of blade angles, 
mine are set at 80 degrees 

As a ·straight loom" 
paddler I initially found the 
Modified Crank concept 
hard to grasp, (please for­ 
give the pun), but once 
handled and used the 
blades set into a natural 
position. A definite differ­ 
ence Is noticeable around 
the wrist area. I've now 
used my blades during 

several races and on one mem­ 
orable trip to the Eddystone 
Lighthouse (24 n.miles). The 
usual wrist fatigue associated 
with such trips and races, 
seems no longer noticeable. 

Overall paddle lengths can be 
supplied to Slit incliviclual require­ 
ments. With a weight of around 
970 grams (21b 2oz) long hours 
in the cockpit with raised arms 
are made easier with these light­ 
weight wonders. Drip rings, (an 
old Idea rarely seen these da1 

makes a welcome return, if my 
dry sleeves are anything to go by. 

Any criticisms? The blades 
are brittle and will not take to 
kindly to rock hopping, but since 
most of my canoeing is of a tour­ 
ing nature, my days of boat 
bouncing are few and far 
between. 

The paddles are a distinctive 
improvement over their wood­ 
en forerunners. The same pre­ 
cision craftsmanship Is 
noticeable without the extra 
weight. Clearly a set of sea 
blades for the nineties. 

P.S Lends/ have advised 
they w/11 be changing their 
blade production to an epoxy 
process In the near future. 
This w/11 result In llghler blades, 
less prone to chipping. 

Nlgel Hingston 

Available from: 

Lendal Products Ltd, 

30 Hunters Street, Prestwick, 

Ayrshire, KA9 1 LG. 

Telephone 0292 78558 

Fax 0292 671298 

Describing it like this makes 
it sound like a cut down slalom 
boat but whilst there is a 
pinch of slalom design in its 
history it is all new and 
designed around the stunts 
playboaters pull rather than 
working tricks with the limi­ 
tations of existing designs. 

The front volume gives 
predictable enders and pirou­ 
ettes, with good airtime, pro­ 
vided you are not too heavy. 
The low volume stern allows 
held-tailies, screw-ups and 
cut backs. The boat is short 
enough and fast enough to 
allow cartwheels, in the right 
hands, at the right spot. 

The most innovative feature 
is the hull design. This is all 
new. Hard chines on a play­ 
boat sound radical but work 
to assist lift in the bow whilst 
surfing. New different and 
suprisingly efficient. As an 
out and out surf kayak the 
acrobat will deliver. Would 
the surf rules allow it access? 
Shame if they don't, watch 
out if they do! 

Stopper play is fine too, 
but probably needs a finer 
touch than most paddlers are 
used too. In fact paddlers 
generally will have to adapt to 
the kayak; it will do the 'out of 
the ordinary' for the out of 
the ordinary paddler and it 
will force the skill issue. 
Perhaps it is the first plastic 
kayak with more performance 
potential than most of the 
paddlers who will sit in it. 
Don't be put off by this, it 
will make you improve as a 
paddler and as a result play 
better. The usual Pyranha 
features are there, keyhole 
cockpit, full plate footrests, 
good end grabs, moveable 
seat. A real forward in play­ 
boating and the first produc- - 
tion boat to come out of the 
World Rodeo Championship 
test bed. 

Hot cookie? This one takes 
the biscuit. Get a bite soon. 

Kevin Danforth 

Prices from : £399 to £475 

depending on specification 

Available from: 

Pyranha Mouldings, 

Marina Village, 

Preston Brook, Runcorn, 

Cheshire WA7 3DW 

Tel: 0928 716666 
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Growth of Membership & Fair-weather Me1nbers 

Anogance or Fact? 
Dear Kevin Danforth 
Being one of the fair-weather canoeists mentioned in 
this arrogant article, I find it sad and insulting that you 
have chosen to ignore why people have left the BCU 
or let their membership lapse. 

It was exactly that kind of arrogant attitude that 
caused me to let my membership go. Sadly, there is 
no alternative to destroy your monopoly! 

I also have my Mountain Leader status. Am I fair­ 
weather for not belonging to the BMC? I have personal 
insurance (freedom of choice) for both. I regularly take 
people out on both activities, and believe that I am safe, 
but only the BCU keeps demanding money as mem­ 
bership to keep certificates to say I am safe. Does safe­ 
ness depend on a membership charge? 

Ironically I have enjoyed some of the other articles 
and had thought that the BCU had changed. There is 
more variety to appeal to all paddling types now, in 
Canoe Focus. You have successfully destroyed my 
new found confidence in the BCU. Well done. 

Sue Rodway, Taunton 

DearSue 
If I have destroyed your confidence in the BCU, my 
apologies, the article was written as a heartfelt response 
to dealing with the aftermath of Lyme Regis in the BCU 
office and my personal irritation at the attitude of sever­ 
al hundreds (no exaggeration) of ex-members qualified 
demanding instant reinstatement (and of course instant 
revalidation) immediately after the tragedy. Is it fair and 
reasonable to expect someone who had last been qual­ 
ified in 1978 to be reinstated with a ticket which would enable 
him to be trusted (at least on paper) with other people's 
kids on the water? Would that individual be capable of pass­ 
ing the same award in 1994? 

Paper qualifications do not instantly provide safety nor 
does the ritual payment of a membership fee. The main 
reason that qualifications are dependant on member­ 
ship is so that you are kept up to date and well-informed 
(Focus/Code) and that you are active, involved and a sup­ 
portive part of over 8000 practising instructors of canoe­ 
ing. If you think that dutifully paying a membership fee makes 
you a safe or good instructor, and is what the BCU are all 
about then you are not aware of where your fees actual­ 
ly go. A developing, progressive coaching service needs 
to be funded otherwise it cannot service it's members. Staff 
need wages. 

My point was simply that some ex-members were re­ 
joining in haste when really they should have been part 
of the team all along. Another important point to consid­ 
er is that this policy was voted into place by NCC and Council, 
the elected representatives of the membership. If you don't 
like it, make a move to change it. 

My point was a straightforward one, if a little to blunt­ 
ly and directly put for some people: if you remain a mem­ 
ber and support your sport through the BCU then it is 
reasonable to expect every benefit and a prompt efficient 
service. What actually happened after the Lyme bay 
tragedy is that BCU staff were pressured into dealing with 
the problems caused by people renewing membership (and 
qualifications) because it suited them at the time. Hardly 
fair. The problem did not stop there. The clamour for 
renewals unleashed a torrent of information calls 'Is Joe 
Bloggs a Senior Instructor?', 'I've "lost" my certificate 
and the boss wants to see proof that I am qualified' or 'I 

passed my SI ten years ago but I never received my cer­ 
tifate and I can't remember who passed me'and so on .... 

The situation also unearthed a few bogus instructors 
and even fake certificates! In this climate I was making a 
point that continuous membership avoids problems all round, 
and does help us the BCU service our loyal members more 
effectively. Here is a sum: 300 lapsed instructors paying 
membership for 4 years at today's rate = £30,000. Makes 
you think? 

It is misleading to compare one sports national body 
against another: often they are entirely different in aims 
and aspirations and the way they are funded: but if you 
must, here goes ..... 

A better infonned comparison with the BMC undennines 
your argument. To qualify as a basic Mountain Leader (sum­ 
mer) will cost you a minimum of £700 at today's prices. 
To qualify as a BCU instructor will cost you a maximum 
of £100 at top commercial rates. This leaves you £600 (24 
years BCU membership or less if you choose Life 
Membership). 

You have already paid a high rate for your BMC tick­ 
et and then you would have to pay BMC membership to 
get their magazine and benefits (or to be more correct, High 
magazine plus two pages of BMC editorial.) 

The BCU is interested in why members leave but we 
do not have the time or resources to chase up lapsed mem­ 
bers; we are too busy looking after the interests of those 
who continue to pay for a good cost effective service. This 
is a question of priority. 

Am I arrogant or in possession of more factual infor­ 
mation? Incidentally this letter was the only negative 
reaction to that Ender. Thanks to all those who wrote, rang 
and thanked me personally for being so direct. 

Enough ranting and raving: good paddling for ~ 
1994 -~1 

Kevin Danforth, Editor 
Separated at Birth? Competition 

from page36 
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QUATTRO 
FURY "SPRINT" 
MYSTIQUE 
MAVERICK 

ADVENTURE• EXPLORATION• COMPETITION 

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR FURTHER INFORMATION. 
THE P & H COMPANY, STATION ROAD, WEST HALLAM, 
DERBYS DE7 6HB. TEL: 0602 320155 FAX: 0602 327177 



GO WITH THE FLOE 

SPECIALISTS IN RESIN TRANSFER MOULDING AND COMPOSITE TUBES 
30 Hunter Street, Prestwick, Ayrshire KA9 1LG Scotland Tel: 0292 78558 Fax: 0292 671 298 
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