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SUNDAY 
MORNING. 

By the end of 19 9 2 the majority 
paddlers were using the Reven~ 
had taken the polo market 
probably the highest pert/r; 

The Revenge is now m~ 
the ideal choice for t, 
durability and flexibili 
high performance deli 
Revenge's successful 
manoeuvrability and 
paddling. 

Clubs and universities 
adaptability especially i 
beginners, white water a~ 
(The Revenge's large keyho 
beginners and white water pa~• ~ 

For safety in polo, recessed soft poly ~e Revenge 
(also helps prevent damage to swimming pools) and for white water 
harder poly ends are available. 

For further details on any of our products please call us on 
(0602)320155. Fax(0602)327177. 

n 11e. V 11e. ri • ,, 11e. 
IN ROTO MOULDED POLYETHYLENE 
The best of both worlds 

The P & H Company, Station Road, 
West Hallam, Derbystiire. DE7 6HB 
Tel: (0602) 320155 Fax: (0602) 327177 
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Front Cover Photo: Eric Jackson of .,tlie 
the Open Boat Section of the World A.! 
In this section and won the Mens Kaya 
Your contributions make Focus happen. The quality and variety of news, articles, reports and photographs depend on the submission of material from 
you, Very few contributors are professional writers and photographers. Please don't be put off writing because you have no experience! Canoe Focus 
Is all about canoeist to canoeist dialogue: a paddler's magazine written by paddlers. 
Technical Information. Contributions are acceptable in clear handwriting or typed (double spaced). PC disks (3.5 or 5.25) can be read from 
most Word Processing programmes especially if saved as an ASCII file. MacIntosh Files saved as DOS or ASSCI can also be scanned. Photographic images 
are preferred on transparencies (colour slide). Artwork and line drawings should be clear and large. All material is accepted on the understanding that the 
BCU and it's agents cannot be held liable or responsible for loss or damage, although every care and effort is taken to safeguard material. 
A help sheet is available for potential contributors. Please send a SAE to the Editor. 
The next Copy elate is the 28 DECEMBER 1993. Material arriving at FOCUS after this date cannot be included in the FEBRUARY issue. 



PADDLE 
SPORT 
*Ailtjc1,.,,.. 
WATER SPORT 

From December I st - new larger luxury 
showroom and full workshop facilities 

plus 
a 20 acre teaching and demo lake all within a country park setting. 

Call and see us soon. 

INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
Up to 12 months (retail purchases over £250) 

Ask for full details 

GROUP BUYERS PACKAGE DEALS 
EG. 6 kayaks + decks + paddles + bouyancy aids from 

£ 1470 inc VAT and delivery 

LARGE RETAIL SHOWROOM 

i#G?ii::i 
WE ARE CLOSER THAN YOU THINK 

STRA TFORO IO MINS 
WARWICK IOHINS 
COVENTRY 20 MINS 
BIRMINGHAM 30 MINS 
NORTHAMPTON 40 MINS 

PARK FARM ESTATE 
COMPTON VERNEY, NR. STRATFORD UPON AVON, WARWICKSHIRE CV35 9HJ 

TEL/FAX: 0926 640573 

OXFORD 25 MINS 

WORCESTER 30 MINS 
EVESHAM 20 MINS 
CHEL TENHAl'1 45 MINS 
CLOUCESTER 45 MINS 
LEICESTER 35 MINS 
LONDON H-40 60 MINS 



DIRECTOR'S COMMENT 

What a year 1993 was for British Canoeing with seven Gold, Five Silver and Seven Bronze medals 
in World level competition and combined membership of the BCU,SCA, WCA and CANI passing the 
20,000 watershed, whilst membership in other sporting Governing Bodies declines. 

Our most recent sporting successes include yet another World Champion in Bridget Thomas the 
new Ladies World Whitewater Rodeo Champion and Bob Campbell's Silver medal in the squirt cat­ 
egory. Rodeo is a new development in the competitive future of the sport and it is apparent that we 
have athletes more than capable of performing at world level. 

On the subject of future winners, I was very privileged to be invited to the Womens Sports Foundation 
Champions of the Future Award Luncheon at the Park Lane Hotel, London. Sponsored by Tampax 
the awards are designed to encourage and assist young lady athletes to reach their full potential in 
the three categories of Coach, Team and Individual. Canoeing had three finalists they were Clare Fox 
in the Individual and Rebecca Train/Suzanne Fowler who went on to win the team category. 

Anyone reaching the finals of these prestigious awards can be justly proud as the Womens Sports 
Foundation represents Women athletes in all sports. 

As we go to press I am very pleased to reveal that several of our top athletes are under consid­ 
eration for the top one hundred awards. Supported by the Foundation for Sport and the Arts and admin­ 
istered through the Sports Aid Foundation the idea is to give Britains most outstanding Sportsmen 
and Women substantial grants to enable them to undertake full time training. 

A PLEA FOR HELP 
With success comes problems and to help 
with ever increasing workload at the BCU 
office can I ask all members to quote their 

membership number when telephoning or writing in. 
We can of course service even more members, but it 
helps to us to give our immediate priority to those in mem­ 
bersh i p. 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
Happy Christmas from everyone at the BCU office to 
all our readers and Good Paddling in 1994. 

BOXED DISPLAY 
Paddlers: Do you want to be a member of BCU Council 
and have your say ? 

THE TREVOR BAILEY 
AWARDFOR 
ENDEAVOUR 
We are pleased to announce that the first ever recip­ 
ient of the Trevor bailey Award for Endeavour is Mr Bob 
Porter of the barking and Dagenham Canoeing Squad. 
The panel felt that Bob showed outstanding dedication 
and commitment to the club and its members. It is hoped 
that the award will tie presented to Bob by a member 
of the late trevor Bailey's family during the weekend of 
the International canoe Exhibition in february. 

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING OF THE 
BRITISH CANOE UNION 
The AGM of the British Canoe Union will be held on 
Saturday 12 March 1994 at the Westminster 
Boating Base. 

Members are reminded that Article 1 B(b) of the 
Union's Articles of Association requires that any motion 
for discussion at the Annual General Meeting not 
originating from the BCU Council, shall be: 

Signed by two full* members entitled to vote and to 
be lodged with the Secretary (Director) before 1 
January 1994. 

Article 13(c) requires that the nominations of can­ 
didates for election as elected members of the BCU 
Council are put forward in the form of such a motion. 
Nominations should be accompanied by a pen portrait 
of the candidate up to 100 words maximum in leng\h. 
As a consequence of elected members of the BCU 
Council completing their two year electoral term there 
will be five vacancies for membership of the Council. 

Members entitled to vote include the following 
classes of membership only: 

1. Adult Basic; 2. Life Comprehensive; 3. Adult 
Comprehensive {also full and life members under the 
old system) 

Only members as designated in * above are eligi­ 
ble for nomination as elected members. 

Paul Owen 
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International 
Canoe 
Exhibition 

The Canoe Exhibition returns 
to Crystal Place in 1994. All the 
usual attractions will be there 
including a full pool programme. 
Extra catering arrangements 
have been made and there will 
be improvements in the stand 
layouts, including a one way 
system, which should reduce 
the hustle and bustle some­ 
what. Full details of booking 
arrangements are enclosed in 
this issue of Focus. Canoeing 
for people who are disabled 
There will be an open forum at 
1430 on the Saturday and Sunday 
of the International Canoe 
Exhibition for paddlers who are 
disabled, and/or helpers. The 
forum will receive a report from 
the chairman, and on the 
Saturday will elect the Committee 
for the ensuing year. There will 
be opportunity also for views to 
be exchanged on current devel­ 
opments, such as Handykayak 
and Canoeability. 

,\'ominations 

Nominations for election to the 
Committee, which must be pro­ 
posed and seconded by adult 
comprehensive or basic mem­ 
bers must be received by the 
Director of Coaching at the BCU 
Office by 31 December 1993. 

York's Coaching 
1~·ve11i11g 

Yorkshire and Humberside 
Region will be holding a canoe­ 
ing and coaching evening at 
Bennets Park Pool, Leeds on 
the 9th February at 7.00 pm, All 
paddlers welcome Geoff Good, 
BCU Director of Coaching plans 
to attend. Further details from 
Ron Rymer on 0423 330323 

RECEPTION AT 
ROYAL CANOE CLUB 
BCU President Albert Woods and Director Paul 
Owen joined 70 guests to honour the new 
Sailing World Champion Robin Wood, who with 
Mark Goodchild and Michael Fenwick also suc­ 
cessfully challenged the USA for the historic New 
York Canoe Club International Challenge Cup at 
the World Championship regatta held in San 
Francisco Bay in August. 

At the reception which was held at the Royal 
Canoe Club Clubhouse at Teddington Sir Peter 
Yarranton, Chairman of the Sports Council pre­ 
sented photographs and mementos to the win­ 
ning team. He also welcomed members of the 
ICF Sailing Committee, who were holding their 

annual meeting at Ravens Ait Centre, Kingston­ 
upon-Thames. Sir Peter said that it gave him great 
pleasure to honour British Sporting Achievements. 
He also praised the work for all those who 
worked at international level for the promotion 
of sport. 

Per Sjhoult of Sweden, Chairman of the ICF 
Sailing Committee, replied on behalf of the 
guests and congratulated the British Team on 
their success and thanked the Club members who 
had worked hard to make the reception so 
enjoyable where many past and present canoe 
sailors had been able to come together. 

Peter Wells 

Above: Sir Peter Varraton presents Robin Woods with a memento 

Children's Charity Paddle 
The Reverend David Ella of Canvey Island will paddle 
from Lechlade to Southend Pier, solo in an open canoe, 
to raise funds for the Childrens society. The 205 miles 
will take David 14 days. He has been paddling a little 
over a year and holds the BCU Instructor award. Much 

of David's work is working with young people and paddling with 
them in the Canvey Island area. 
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Unit3A 
Ullswater Road 

Longhill Industrial Estate 
Hartlepool TS25 1 UE] 

Cleveland 
Tel 0429 235737 
Fax 0429 865341 

IM/0#0/1 
Tke-M-,,, 
1(11" 

e{J.l(alial( 

oaeoe« 

* Fits any kayak, specifically 
designed for sea kayaks 

* Easily stored on rear deck 
* Stable outrigger 
* Upwind facility 

* All crossings within 
your reach 

CANOE & KAYAK 
SPECIALISTS "tO ~ 

~o~ 
• 
• 

• 

Courses: group or individual, 
beginner or advanced 

Suppliers to local Authority, HM Forces, 
Youth Groups, Clubs and 
Individuals etc. 

Demo Boats on River Tees, only 60 
seconds from the door 

44 THE BANK, BARNARD CASTLE, 
CO. DURHAM, DL12 8PN TEL: (0833) 37829 

From ~I clisbtlt'tf +o urtt:1,'spu"-d 
acuplt,11c:4 h!J f/1044s1,md.s of ptlopl, 
,;, f,v~ Ye4rs 

Built to latest EEC 
Regulations 
Custom made service 
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Tampax, 
Awards STUDENT PROJECTS 

Kayak Doubles team Rebecca 
Train and Suzanne Fowler are 
the winners of the 
Tampax/WSF Winners of the 
Future award, worth £2000. 
Since 1990. Rebecca and 
Suzanne have won the British 
Junior National Champion­ 
ships and achieved Bronze 
Medals in the Senior Cham-pio­ 
nships in 1992 and 1993. At the 
Junior World Championships 
earlier this year they were 
Britain's Highest Placed pair 
at 10th position and achieved 
their own personal best time. 
Rebecca and Suzanne both 
aged 17 , have trained togeth­ 
er for three hours every day, 
for four years and their pro­ 
gramme encompasses run­ 
ning, swimming, weight 
training and canoeing. They are 
both studying for three A lev­ 
els and hope to become phys­ 
iotherapists. 

About this time of the year various colleges 
and schools have students getting involved 
in design or research projects which are 
Canoe related. Graham Mackereth of Pyranha 
has voiced the feelings of many other man­ 
ufacturers (and the BCU Information ser­ 
vice) 'We would wish to help but we don't have 
the time available .... the problem is that the 
requests are so vague that it appears they 
would like us to do the work for them .... 

Pyranha, other manufacturers and the BCU, 
are keen to give students as much help as pos­ 
sible : here are some suggestions Enclose 
a SAE Ask Specific questions (not what is 
the best canoe design?) Put your request 
in a questionnaire format and please do 
some research before asking the experts. For 
the cost of a 50p stamp a helpful guide on 
researching your student project is avail­ 
able from the BCU. 

Foundation 
for sport 

and the arts 

FOUNDATION 
FOR SPORT AND 

THE ARTS 
The ever generous Foundation has again supported many canoe­ 
ing causes in it's latest round of grant support. Overall almost £13 
million has been given out recently, about £130,000 of which goes 
to canoe related activity. Notable grants have gone to the following: 
SCA for purchase of access land to Grantully; BCU Rodeo 
Contribution to World Championship team; Ladies Himalayan Kayak 
Expedition; Taunton Canoe Club; Salisbury Canoe Club and 
Millbrook Canoe Club, all for Club premises. 

Ladies 
Himalayan 

Kayak 
Expedition 

SLALOM NEWS 
TEESIDE 

DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 
SPONSORS 
SLALOM 

The TDC is to sponsor the 
first national indoor canoe 
slalom event ever held in the 
United Kingdom. It will be 
held on Sunday December 
12 at Sheffield's Ponds Forge 
swimming Pool and has been 
organised by the BCU Slalom 
Committee. It is intended to 
provide a taste of the real 
thing in advance of the open­ 
ing of the Tees slalom course 
which is being built as part of 
the £50 million Tees Barrage 
project. 

It is hope that over 200 
slalomists will compete at 
Sheffield in all the usual slalom 
classes. 

WCASLALOM 
COMMITTEE 

The WCA Slalom Committee 
are running a winter mini-slalom 
series at Mile End Mill, Uangollen 
on Saturday 4th December 
1993, 8th January 1994, 5th 
February 1994, for further details 
contact: D Lloyd, Brynffynnon 
Hall, Graigadwywynt, Ruthin, 

Clwyd, LL 15 2TF Tel: 0824 
704522 

SLALOM COACH 
TOPS WELSH 

AWARDS 
Slalom Coach Lara Tipper 
has received the Best Female 
Coach of the Year award from 
the Welsh Sports Council. 
Lara, based in Capel Curig, 
North Wales coaches the GB 
under 18 ladies team and has 
guided five of them to domes­ 
tic titles this year. 

Surfers against Sewage 
A Surfers against Sewage member has been granted legal aid in 
a personal injury case against Southern Water PLC who alleged­ 
ly were responsible for the polluted water which caused his illness. 
This will create an interesting precedent for canoeists who also 
find themselves ill through immersion in polluted sea water. 

New Rodeo Event 
A new event has been added to the calendar. On January 2 at Holme 
Pierrepont Slalom Course there will be a competition for all lev­ 
els with some fun new categories. Open Boats and Doubles 
are welcome and there will be a special event for the more 
mature paddler. There will be Music during the event and a party 
the previous evening. The HP course will be available for free prac­ 
tice on New Years Day . More Information and entry forms from 
'Frostbite Rodeo' 17 Cambridge Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham 
NG2 5NA. SAE Please. 



WHITEWATER 
7~~~ 

Shepperton Marine • Felix Lane • Shepperton • Middlesex TWl 7 8NJ 

For those 
special 

Christmas 
presents that 
you REALLY DO 
want, then send 
your family and 
friends to see us. 

visa, access, switch 0932247978/225988 mail order service 

Due to a cancelled export order 

BAIDARKA & 
DAWN TREADER ODIN 

CLASSIC SEA KAYAK 
Designs by Derek Hutchinson 

LIMITED NUMBER AVAILABLE 
Kayaks are of expedition specification and include front and rear waterproof 
compartments (large oval hatch), full deck rigging and a retractable skeg. 

A fitted pump is extra. 
For further details contact: The P&H Co. Station Road, West Hallam, Derbyshire. 

Tel: 0602 320155 Fax: 0602 327177 
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British 
Paddlers 
VVorking 
Abroad 

There has been much dis­ 

cussion regarding BCU 

qualifications recently 

and this now stretches 

to British Nationals work­ 

ing abroad, particularly 

in France, where ski 

instructors have been pre­ 

vented from working 

unless they hold the 

French equivalent. BCU 

Coaching Service has 

started to make some 

progress on clarifying the 

situation and avoiding 

major problems and hap­ 

pily a BCU qualification 

continues to open doors 

worldwide for those seek­ 

ing employment. 

Somerset Paddler Tim 

Maud, 21, has secured 

employment for Rainbow 

River Expeditions, based 

in Katmandu. An ex­ 

slalomist Tim was a mem­ 

ber of the 1992 British 

Colleges Expedition which 

paddled the Colorado 

French based Michael 

Bruce, will again be run­ 

ning his popular French 

Alps Canoe Rally in late 

May and has added a 

number of courses 

throughout June and July 

which are aimed at first 

time Alpinists. He can be 

contacted at Mont de lans, 

38860 les 2 Alpes, France. 

OBITUARY 
JACK LOWES 

Coach Northern Coaching Panel 
Following severe illness for several 
months Jack Lowes died in hospital on 
Tuesday 31 August 1993. 

It is very difficult to know where to 
start writing a tribute to Jack except to 
say that in the last 15 years of his life 
we, in canoeing, had the privilege of 
working with him and he had the plea­ 
sure of his friendship. 

His motivation towards helping assist­ 
ing others enjoy the outdoors, which he 
enjoyed so much, lead him naturally into 
instructing and teaching canoeing. 
Commencing with Boys Brigade and 
Scout groups and eventually with the 
Coaching Panel as LCO in the North at 
the Regional Courses run mainly at 
Hexham Northumberland. As LCO for 10 
years Ja"ck was a mainstay within the 
North East Coaching Panel to which he 
gave many hours of his time. 

As well as being an excellent teacher 

and examiner Jack's attention to detail 
and empathy with all groups was reflect. 
ed in the high regard in which he was 
held. His dry sense of humour lies 
behind many a story told by his canoe­ 
ing colleagues. 

At the celebration of his life and 
career. held on Saturday 4 September 
1993 tributes poured in from all sides 
reflecting the impact he had made in his 
profession and through his canoeing. 
Along with about 280 others at the 
Thanksgiving Service people gave 
thanks for the privilege of knowing and 
working with Jack Lowes. 

Our thoughts and sincere best wish• 
es go to Marion his wife who support­ 
ed Jack in his every activity and path 
through life and who cared for him lov­ 
ingly through his final illness. 

Dave Hellawell 

TONY HETHERINGTON MEMORIAL 
Cullen canoeist Tony, who drowned in Austria earlier this year, is to have a granite memorial erect­ 
ed in his memory on the Giant Steps, on Sunniside Beach between Cullen and Findlater Castle. 
Tony originally built the Giant Steps on the coastal footpath. 

THINK ABOUT IT~ 
Thoughtless Canoeists were who dumped their craft 
at sea have been slammed by coastguards as 'irre­ 
sponsible'. Four Auxiliary coastguards, the 
Hunstanton inshore lifeboat and a helicopter from 
RAF Coltishall were called to the search after a 999 
call. Reports from the public that people had been 
seen dumping the canoe and coming ashore, result­ 
ed in the search being called off. Coastguard Colin 
Tomlinson said 'It was thoughtless and stupid to 
have left the canoe at sea without alerting anyone. 
It was a waste of our time and we might have been 
needed for a real rescue elsewhere.' 

RNLI walk 
On a more positive note, Bill Pretty will cover over 500 
miles along the South West Coast Peninsula Path in 
aid of the Lifeboat Charity, the RNLI. Sponsorship of 
any form will be gratefully received: money, food, equip­ 
ment etc. Please make cheques payable to the RNLI 
and contact Bill at 49 Coniston Crescent, Burnham, 
Slough, Berkshire SL 1 &EE 

BCU 
LICENCE 
LATEST 
NEWS 

Negotiations are continuing 
with the National Rivers 
Authority (for the Medway, 
Thames and Anglican Waters) 
and with the Broads Authorityj 
. These licences might stiU be 
included in the BCU Licence 
package for 1994. 

If any member is renewing 
any of these licences before the 
next edilion of Focus (February) 
please check progress with 
the BCU Office first. 

Wey At the Tine of Going to: 
press the ienewal for the licence 
to 1he RiverWfil'jfrom 1 Jaruiryl 
1994 has not been agreed 
with the National Trust. If you 
plan to canoe the Wey after that! 
date, contact the BCU Office or1 
Wey Kayak Club. 
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If You Want It 
We Have Got It 

CONSULTANCY & 
~ 

CANOEING 
EQUIPMENT 
Warehouse on site 

(jnoe. 
MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS 

Canoe Focus is now designed and produced 
completely on Apple Macintosh DTP, using Quark 
Xpress 3.1 • For the benefit of advertisers who 
send their disks to bureaus for output to film or 
bromide you can now send in your finished 
design on disk direct to Raven Publishing where 
the studio can place the image direct on the page, 
if the file is in Quark Xpress 3.1 , or run to film 
via our imagesetter and conventionally stripped 

in if the file is Pagemaker 4. Please remember when 
sending a disk to canoe Focus all TIFF and EPS files have 
to be included with the Quark Xpress or Pagemaker 
file. Regarding fonts please phone Raven Publishing to 
confirm that we hold the same faces on our system. 
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and hanalyhints 

There are a number of stages during any canoeists development where they may spend more time 
out of the boat than in it: for some of us lesser mortals this can be semi-permanent/permanent state! 
Having said this, the skills of swimming in white water; with or without your boat hardly gains 
a mention in any canoe course syllabus or basic white water course. However; I would suggest that 
swimming in white water is just as vital a skill as route selection or the ability to correctly use a 
throw bag. It is my hope that during this article to outline a number of approaches, methods and 
suggestions, all with the aim of making white water swimming as safe as it possibly can be. 

With regard to the act of - -- 
swimming, over confidence and 
misplaced pride ('I never come 
out of my boat!') are as bad as 
too little confidence. Once over, 
how many attempts you have at 
rolling (if you attempt at all) is a 
matter of experience and the abil­ 
ity to read the geology of a river 
bed; some deeper sections of 
river allow you to have three 
of four or even more attempts, 
while other shallower sections, 
after pre-inspection, may tell 
you to allow one quick snap 
roll before being upside- down 
in the boat is more problemat­ 
ic than being out of it. 

In fact, it may be the case that 
while running some very shal­ 
low drops with reef- like fea­ 
tures, the abandoned-ship 
method, as soon as your sup­ 
port stroke fails, will be the 
safest option around. Needless 
to say any exit out of the boat 
should be as quick and pur­ 
poseful as possible. 

The Thirds Rule 
(When to Swim) 
This is something that I've adopt­ 
ed from stopper work where I 
divide my energy levels into 
three. I use the first third of my 
reserves in trying for a suc­ 
cessful roll; if this fails the sec­ 
ond third will be taken up by 
swimming, sorting various bits 
of equipment out, taking evasive 
measures while in the middle of 
the river or rapid and holding a 
rescue bag (if one is used). 

The last third is used for the 
post swim boat search; bank 
scrambling and general physi­ 
cal recovery. The latter two in this 
Rule of Thirds can certainly 
leave the fittest of paddlers in a 
pretty exhaustive state, partic­ 
ularly if the swim taken is less 
than pleasant. 

Swimming with 
your Gear 
The general advice about hold­ 
ing onto the boat at the stern 
{the up stream end) and pad­ 
dles is a sound one. The boat 
itself when fully bagged out can 

offer considerable support to 
any swimmer. (In addition it can 
be used as a fender against 
rocks and other obstacles; even 
so, this method must be used 
with caution, and care must be 
taken that your teeth are not in 
direct line with the end of the 
plastic boat). Unfortunately, the 
second bit of equipment tends 
to get in the way, and the best 
method for getting them to the 
bank safely is to throw them 
using a javelin style method 
towards the nearest side of river­ 
side bush. 

One situation you must avoid 

at all costs is to get yourself 
placed between your boat and 
any solid obstacle, if this sce­ 
nario seems likely to happen 
immediately push the boat away 
from you and swim in the oppo­ 
site direction. 

If all is well, holding onto 
your boat both makes you more 
visible to rescuers, be them 
boat borne or on the bank and 
will have a tendency to slow 
down the rate at which you float 
along. The decision when and 
if to release the boat must be 
taken with regard to a number 
of factors. Amongst them speed 
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and competence of chase 
boaters, the position of throw 
bags on the bank and most 
importantly, what the next fifty feet 
of river has in store for you. If 
approaching a large, well- fanned 
eddy the boat may be pushed 
against the eddy line, swam 
after and re- collected once in 
the slack. 

If you are approaching any 
form of holding stopper (which 

I Skills 
is difficult to identify from a 
swimming position) the floating 
boat may behave differently to 
its swimming owner. The boat 
generally being more buoyant 
will tend to get caught in any 
stoppers' returning surface 
wave, usually getting turned 
side on in the process. The 
swimmer being relatively less 
buoyant will often be sub­ 
merged as they drop into the 
stoppers' slot and be flushed 
out with the under current of 
the river, of course each stop­ 
per has differing features and 
therefore may need differing 
courses of action. If you find 
both yourself and your boat 
caught in the stopper the deci­ 
sion here, whether to let go, or 
to hang on, is difficult to advise 
on; although generally I would 
suggest that if in doubt, let go. 
Quite often more damage is 
done in a stopper by forty five 
pounds of revolving plastic and 
a tired swimmer if both are 
caught in the backwash than if 
the two were separated. 

Defensive and 
Aggressive 
Swimming 
If you find you've either left the 
boat, or the boat's left you, the 
safest policy to be taken is to 
adopt the first of two simple 
positions. Defensive swimming 
is best where you find yourself 
in the middle of strong flowing 
water (white water is always 
more powerful than you think) 
where self protection and con­ 
servation of energy are your 
main priorities. Figure A shows 
the correct position. the pelvis 
should be held as high out of the 
water as possible; the legs point­ 
ing downstream, slightly flexed 
and spread to allow them to be 
used to fend off boulders, rocks, 
etc. Never try to stand up in 
mid stream the danger of foot 
entrapment is real on any kind 
of river. 

The head, as far as possi­ 
ble should be held above the 

water and should be looking to 
see what's coming up in the 
river and ready to spot throw 
bags. The arms, again, should 
be spread out to the sides, sta­ 
bilising the paddler on his/her 
back and producing a butterfly 
motion which will allow you to 
position yourself for the deep­ 
est water channel (usually the 
downstream vees) via a kind of 
human ferryglide. Indeed, use 
all the various features of the 
river to slow yourself down, 
stop to allow a better chance 
of gaining a throw bag, and 
keep yourself out of trees. A 
number of texts, mainly 
American in origin, show and 
describe methods of climbing 
on to partly submerged trees in 
an effort to avoid entrapment. 
In my own painful experience 
this doesn't work well and I 
would not advise anybody to 
attempt this. The best method 
for trees is to keep away from 
them, they are killers. 

Although not very common in 
this country, in very deep water, 
say ten feet or more, a more 
upright and alert stance may 
be adopted. This may have 
advantages in big standing 
waves or haystacks as it allows 
the timing of breathing to be 
less stressful. 

Aggressive Swimming. Once 
you've selected your route to the 
bank side or spotted a large 
collecting eddy, roll onto your front 
and adopting a life saving front 
crawl stroke (figure 8) swim 
like a person possessed. Keep 
the head out of the water so 
last minute alterations of route 
can be taken. Remember, in 
any situation where you're out 
of your boat, the best rescue is 
self-rescue. A well practised 
defensive/aggressive swimming 
technique can have you on the 
bank before your buddies have 
realised what all the fuss is 
about. While making those last 
few frantic strokes to the bank 
do not be in any rush to stand 

up; only when you can grab 
hold of boulders and drag your­ 
self nearer the edge and the 
water is no more than eighteen 
inches or so deep, is it safe to 
stand up. 

Receiving a Bag 
Although this area has recent­ 
ly gained much attention and 
is, in fact, a centre component 
of a number of courses, I would 
suggest that the following 
method provides greater secu­ 
rity and comfort to the receiv­ 
er. Most bags will be thrown to 
the swimmer in a defensive 
swimming situation. Once 
received, (if it misses swim to 
the thing if safe to do so) tuck 
the rope under the arm pit 
which is nearest the bank of the 
thrower, hold the rest of the 
rope, or bag across the chest 
in a normal position. Keep your 
legs akimbo to help prevent a 
rolling tendency. The advan­ 
tage of this lower point of 
anchor is it tends to keep the 
shoulders and head of the 
swimmer above the water, 
which in turn, is a safety con­ 
sideration. (See Figure C). 

Bill (Freshwater) ~ 
Taylorn 

A. 
Defensive 
Swimming 

B. 
Aggressive 
swimming 

C. 
Recieving a Bag 

SUMMARY 
Swimming, like any other skill, should be practised. It is a technique we are often asked 
to perform in the most adverse conditions. A Swimmer who takes both the correct evasive 
and assertive measures is a safer paddler and is less likely to call to other members of their 
team for help. 

ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN: 
1. Decide before you need to when it's safe, or best to swim. Use Rule of Thirds. 
2. Practice in safe conditions both aggressive and defensive swimming. 
3. Don't wait to be rescued, enact a self-rescue plan. 
4 . There are no hard and fast rules about holding onto equipment - treat each individual riv 

rapid as a separate case. 
Enjoyment of whitewater canoeing should not be denied to somebody who has not developed 

a roll. Swimming can be just as an important part of canoeing skills as a sweep stroke. It needs 
both teaching and practice if this skill is to be used to prevent injury and expensive loss of equip­ 
ment and pride. 

{jnoefocus top tips /Ht('J' I J 



new 
I was bored and not really enjoying my 18 day Grand Canyon trip. It 
was my trip: I had waited the eight years for my private permit to come 
through and now I was bored. JVhy I was bored was simple: there was 
no real challenge, the white water is big but simple: head down the green 
tongue and lean into the waves as they come: the organisation is 
large but easy: there is an industry in Flagstaff serving your every need 
for running the river. Admittedly the scenery is spectacular but this was 
the third time that I had run the Grand Canyon in twelve months. I want­ 
ed something more interesting, something dijf erent, something that required 
a back of an envelope to plan and organise rather than being able to run 
it in one~ head. 

My previous trip down the Grand had been as a 
"responsible adult" for the "First British Youth Expedition". 
I had been reasonably responsible and the youth had thor­ 
oughly enjoyed their "Expedition" and I had enjoyed their 
trip, enjoying their enjoyment; but the trip had been easy, 
the "youths" could paddle their kayaks with their eyes shut, 
three of them even running Lava without their pad­ 
dles. I felt I needed a challenge. 

Spectacular River 
From this though process the disabled trip materialised. 
I had been on the first kayak trip down the Coruh River 
in 1982 and returned to the river on six occasions to guide 
groups down the river. It is a spectacular river for white 
water: 150kms of good white water with the longest flat 
stretch being about 5kms. It has warm water: most white 
water runs suffer from cold water either from glacial melt 
or a release from the bottom of a dam. Also the river has 
a road alongside for its length - usually a detraction on 
multi-day trips but for a disabled trip an advantage. A dis­ 
abled trip seemed like an ideal excuse to go back to Eastern 
Turkey, a part of the world that I have grown to love. So 
it was for all these altruistic reasons I decided to run a 
disabled trip down the Coruh. 

With grant aid from the BCU expeditions committee 
and the Jubilee Canoeing Foundation and the Mike 
Jones award from the Churchill Memorial Trust, I could 
pay the helpers' travel expenses. I felt that this was only 

fair as they would have to be helping rather than having 
fun "playing the river". There is nothing worse than 
having to paddle past a great play hole or miss a surf wave 
because you are rescuing a swimmer, guiding a pad­ 
dler down the rapid or paddling "safety kayak" for the raft 
Also there would be the problem of disabled mobility on 
the bank. River banks are not designed for physically dis­ 
abled people! 

"Project A.A.ET." 
Then things got complicated. I had a phone message "Ring 
Jib Ellison it's slightly urgent". So I did and discovered 
that "Project R.A.F.T.'s" world rafting championship 
was having to consider moving from Norway for a com­ 
bination of reasons including Norway's decision to 
resume commercial whaling. Jib wanted to know if the 
event could be run on the Coruh at short notice. I said 
"Yes" and found myself on a whirlwind tour of Eastern 
Turkey, showingJib and the Minister for the Development 
of Tourism in Turkey around the river, meeting the 
Minister of Tourism himself and flying back to Britain four 
days later. The Ministry agreed to host the event and Jib 
agreed to include the disabled as an entry to the cham­ 
pionships as part payment for my help in running the event 
So with forty seven working days to go the world rafting 
championships were moved and I had to be there to help 
with the on-site organisation, I also had the disabled trip 
to run and they would arrive in Turkey ten days before 
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the event; also before that Jez Taylor and David Goldstrom, 
the organisers of the European rafting championships 
were coming out to see the river and facilities with a view 
to moving their event to the country. Well, all this 
stopped me getting bored, but I needed both sides of a 
large envelope to plan! Also I would not want to do the 
drive from London to Erzerum, over 4000kms, towing 
a trailer with 23 kayaks in a 12 year old transit in four and 
a half days (including the 22 hrs on two ferry crossings) 
on a regular basis. 

What happened? For the first week Cam McLeay. a rafter 
friend of mine who also owns runs "ADRIFT" rafting hol­ 
idays on the Coruh and Zambezi rivers, had volun­ 
teered to help with the expedition. The original plan had 
been to spend the opening few days paddling down 
the Euphrates learning the skills we would need and dis-­ 
covering the limitations that the group might have. 
This had to be cancelled. The PKK had stepped up its strug­ 
gle for an independent Kurdistan and declared war on 
Turkey. The part of the Euphrates we wanted to paddle 
was in their sphere of influence. We "relocated", (been 
with Americans all summer). to the upper Coruh which 
would have the same water conditions but without the 
spectacular scenery. Starting below Bayburt the river has 
some easy rapids: some waves and holes to play, eddies 
to practice in/on. It has beaches to camp on and is 
remote from the road 
and villages and so 
made it possible to sort 
everything out without 
the "help" oflocal kids! 
But what happened? 
Maggie surfed a wave in 
a double Topolino and 
grinned, Steve paddled 
a single kayak with no 
problems until Frank, his helper, got distracted and 
stopped talking so he did not know where to go, Steve 
has been blind from birth. (He also got confused when 
everyone talked all around him). Dave tried the double 
kayaks he gave the dukkie a go but he settled for the raft 
and rowing it, we spent the rest of the trip designing and 
refining the seat to which Dave had to be strapped: 
Dave had fallen from a tree when working for the 

Forestry Commission and is T9 paralysed (that is from 
the rib cage down). He has to be strapped to a chair oth­ 
erwise when he pulled on the oars he moved forward rather 
than the oars backward. Keith fitted in into any boat we 
had spare: he never complained (but didn't say much any­ 
way). Donald was there telling us again (and again) 
about a previous time he was here. It was his fifth time 
down the river, he is not disabled but he is 72. Bob pad­ 
dled his own canoe. He has polio in both legs but has been 
paddling for years. 

World Champs 
Then we got to Ispir the starting point for the world 
champs. Here "the river steepened and went into a nar­ 
row gorge". We had the time for the luxury of a prac­ 
tice run down the river. Now we had to stop the fun of 
playing around with the crafts we had at our disposal 
and practice rafting. There was no way that we could 
enter the competition with a paddle raft: we had to have 
a rowing frame. We just did not have the strength to 
paddle the raft: though the paddlers had the strength, 
upper body strength, it needs to be anchored to the raft 
through sound legs or it loses much of its power. Then 
we had the problem that should Dave drop an oar he 
was unable to reach forward to grab it again because he 
was tied to his seat back: this meant that someone had 

I had a phone message "Ringjib Ellison it's slightly urgent". So I 
did and discovered that "Project R.A.F.T. 's '' world rafting 
championship was having to consider moving from Norway for a 
combination of reasons including Norway's decision to resume 
commercial whaling. 

to be there to pass him the oar. We also decided _that it 
would be safer if, for the bigger rapids, I rowed the raft; 
a dropped oar in a big rapid could lead to a flip which 
would be very serious for our team. The thought of hav­ 
ing everyone, especially with Dave strapped (with quick 
release buckles) to the seat, Steve blind Keith and Bob 
with limited leg movement and Maggie with both bad 
legs and confused vision, all swimming in a major rapid 
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was horrendous. We always had at least a kayak and a 
double Topolino in attendance. (The double topolino 
has the advantage that the back paddler can control the 
boat while the front paddler sees to the rescue.) 

Parade 
Just as people were getting tired and people were want­ 
ing something extra, Project R.A.F.T and the world 
championships started. So it was back to Erzerum and 
the parade down the main street with all the other 
teams and marching bands, us holding up the parade with 
our team on sticks and wheelchairs, and speeches and 
then the cocktails and the reception party. After the open­ 
ing ceremonies and the fiiendship float the competitions 
started in earnest: the first event was the orienteering. 
After five minutes to transfer the eleven points from the 
master map to our map we then had to paddle down the 
river collecting the numbers written on all the check points. 
We came 13th out of thirty two. We had some major advan­ 
tages over the other teams; we knew where the check points 
where ( I have run the river at least twenty times and also 
helped set the course!) but we did also collect the check 
points "properly" this meant that we left wheelchairs on 
the roadside so that we could lift Dave Tuttle from the 
raft to his chair then he could "run" up the road and col­ 
lect the number from the check point. Also there were 
four check points on a loop - run to be collected; we col­ 
lected these numbers with Steve Pimm running the 
3.5kms with me guiding. The numbers weren't in Braille 
so a protest was registered! The next couple of days 
were taken up by the "one world one river" eco-confer­ 
ence and the rescue event, both practice and competi­ 
tion. The event was a major challenge for the disabled 
team: we had to paddle down the river, pick up a swim­ 
mer, pass through a "gate", flip the raft, go through 
the next gate, right the raft, collect every one back into 

the raft, paddle to the bank, and get to the finish pole. 
At the same time we had a kayak paddler who had to pad­ 
dle down the river through the one gate, perform an eski­ 
mo roll, paddle through the next gate and paddle to the 
finish line, get out and pull the kayak up the bank, clip 
it to a rope and then get to the finish pole. Bob Boyce, 
the polio victim, was our kayak paddler. He made it to 
the finish line where he had to crawl out of his kayak and 
clip the kayak and then crawl to the finish line. The raft 
run went to plan though it was a somewhat imaginative 
interpretation of the rules that enabled us to compete. 
We came second to last but were the crowd's favourite. 
The eventual overall winners of the event presented 
their rescue event prize to the disabled team as a recog­ 
nition of their "inspiration and example to all". As one 
competitor said to me as we were carrying everyone back 
to their wheelchairs and sticks. 'That was amazing, it even 
jerked a tear from me". 

Downriver 
After that there was the downriver race and the slalom 
even ts. The downriver event was over a l 7kms course; once 
again it had major rapids on it which I had to row as a 
result we had to change pilots twice and then Andy 
wanted to get some video film from the raft so he had to 
get into the raft and I had to paddle his kayak. We came 
way down the results but would have been seven places 
up the results has we come in 50 seconds faster. The slalom 
event was hard for us; we had opted to take the practice 
day off as we felt we needed the rest. So, apart from Steve, 
we ran the slalom course almost blind and then had to 
have Andy videoing in the boat for the second run. We 
did the kayak runs in double topolinos, Donald Bean and 
John Pearson did the Cataraft events and produced the 
run of the day, for the spectators, with a perfect back loop 
in the stopper at gate three. This also resulted in John 
joining the disabled team temporarily with a badly 
gashed and bruised calf muscle. 

The end of the raft slalom had us arguing about our 
run: we should have done better; we had not trained 
for the event; we had no one person calling the shots; 
we were not a cohesive team. We came last. When the 
recriminations subsided into tactful silence I remarked 
to Dave, one time Scottish downriver champion that his 
competitive spirit had returned, "never went away" was 
his reply with a grin! 

We had lots of grins over the three weeks. 

Dave Manby 
Dave will be running his guided 
Coruh River trips again in 1994 



The Whitewater Wand 
A new paddle from a new source: the first of a 

new generation of paddles for the next generation 
of paddlers. 

The Wand is lightweight and strong and is 
engineered to withstand all that you and your 

chosen water can throw at it. 
Available in three blade shapes: Big, for big fun 

Standard, for general fun 
Assymetric for more fun 

Three shafts: Titanium 
Carbon Fibre 
Aluminium 

The Blades are injection moulded polymide composite blades, strengthened with glass. 
Unspeakably strong and damage resistant.' 

Positive non-slip grip shaft 
All materials used in production of these water toys are recyclable 

Prices start at £69.99 and for a limited introductory period we have special offers on the full range. Interested ? 
Send a SAE for brochure order form and list of stockists and your nearest available demo paddles to: 

Grinning Brat Paddles, PO Box 140, South PDO, Nottingham, NG2 5NJ 

ROTHER VALLEY WATERSPORTS CENTRE 
3-7 PARK HILL, SWALLOWNEST, SOUTH YORKSHIRE 

TEST TtlE sEST 

SCHLEGEL LONG JOHNS 
AINSWORTH SHORTIES 
from £20 - £1 oo VESTS 
SAFETY AIDS SHORTS ,, I BUOYANCY AIDS DRY SUITS 

FLARES DRY TOPS 

THROW BAGS OVER 200 

HELMETS IN STOCK 
HOOK KNIVES all sizes 

PYRANHA 

DISCOUNTS 
GROUPS/CLUBS/QUANTITY PURCHASE 

--> ?M- STANDARD AND GUTTERLESS PLUS 
ALL ACCESSORIES IN STOCK 

ROAD TRAILERS 
CUSTOM BUILT TO YOUR OWN 

SPECIFICATIONS. SAFETY CAGES, 
BRAKES, LIGHTING BOARDS ETC. 

0% FREE CREDIT 
PAY YOUR DEPOSIT PLUS 3 POST­ 

DATED CHEQUES OVER THE 
FOLLOWING 3 MONTHS 

SHOP ONLY- 
2MILES from Ml 
2MILES from SKI CLUB 
3MILES from RVCP 
7 MILES lrom SHEFFIELD 

MAIL ORDER 
FREE DELIVERY 

Anywhere in mainland UK 
RING FOR DETAILS 
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Slalom News 
Tees Side National Indoor 

Pool Slalom - 
Ponds Forge, Sheffield. Sunday 12 
December - invitations have been 
despatched to all divisions, all cate­ 
gories! Spectator charges £1 adult, 50p 
child/Senior Citizen. There are twenty 
complimentary tickets available - 2 each 
to the first ten requests accompanied by 
sae's received by Slalom Development 
Officer, address below. 

Slalom Yearbook 
1994 issue will be distributed towards the 
end of January. If you've changed 
address since completing your 1993 
registration form, you must remember 
to inform your Divisional Ranking 
Compiler before Christmas so that your 
Yearbook is sent to the correct place. 

Mini-Canoe Exhibition - 
Ponds Forge International Centre, 
Sheffield 12 December 1993 will be held 
in the foyer all day at the Tees Side 
National Indoor Canoe Slalom - what a 
chance to get that Christmas present 
you've always wanted! 

New "Guide to Judging" 
Available now - diagrams/information for 
all those of you looking to join the 
happy band of qualified Officials. Cost 
£5 - cheque payable to BCU Slalom 
Committee, address below. 

Entry Cards 
For the 1994 season - available from Mrs 
Irene Osborne - send sae to 9 Stanton 
Place, Mansfield, NG18 5PW. 

Like to check to see whether you've 
been promoted at the end of the season? 
Telephone Slalom Development Officer 
• number below. 

Bibs for 1994 
Apply anytime after the end of January 
- do please remember to update your 
National Association membership - you 
need to be a full member for competition. 

Volunteers sought 
There must be a willing soul out there 
somewhere who can store and admin­ 
ister our spare sets of Slalom Bibs and 
we're also looking for a volunteer to 
route our sets of BCU approved hel­ 
mets to Organising Clubs running Div 
4/5 events. Please contact Slalom 
Development Officer for more details. 

Coaching Courses 
Our Coaching Development group has 
been busy revamping the Slalom 
Coaching structure - watch out for the 
new scheme which will be launched in 
February at the International Canoe 
Exhibition, Crystal Palace. 

Further information on any of these 
items from: Sue Wharton, BCU Slalom 
Development Officer, 117 Preston Road, 
Chorley PR6 7AX Tel: 0257 262051 Fax 
0257 231180 

BRITISH· OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS 
AND PREMIER EVENT 
RIVER DEE LLANGOLI.EN OCTOBER 23 /24 

It may not have been a contest of 
the highest quality and it may 
not have stirred the crowd view­ 
ing from the bridge at Llangollen 
on a bright October Saturday, 
but its riveting conclusion stirred 
and warmed the blood. 

With Richard Fox and Melvyn 
Jones in Europe , it was left to the 
comparative youngsters to provide 
us with the entertainment we have 
come to expect as this last ranking 
event of the Premier series which 
doubles up as the one-off British 
Open Championships. 

Around two hundred competitors 
thronged the town in search of 
glory, and for some, the battle to 
remain in the Premier division, but 
those relying and indeed, after the 
wettest October for years, expect­ 
ing a surging torrent of a Dee they 
were to be disappointed and only 
found a mere trickle with Town Falls 
far less intimidating than usual. 

Saturday's men's individual 
kayak event saw Andrew Raspin two 
seconds up on Shaun Pearce after 
first runs, but in the end, Andy must 
have been relieved to finish winner 
and British Open Champion by just 
four tenths of a second. Shaun's 
result here gave him the edge over 
19 year old Paul Ratcliffe who had 
been leader of the ranking series up 
to the last event, so it will be Shaun 
who will quite deservedly sport the 
number one bib next season. 
Results highlight our strength in 
the category, as just under 50% of 
the top twenty men are under 21, 
surely cause for optimism for the 
future! 

Trying to imagine a paddler as 
skilled as Olympic Champion, Liz 
Micheler, as brimful of canoeing 
intelligence as Myriam Jerusalmi 
and younger than both and you 
see Lynn Simpson, winner of the 
British Open event by six seconds 
and outright winner of the women's 
ranking series. This has been some 
year for Lynn - well prepared for each 
challenge, she began and finished 
as favourite. 

Richard Domney, the twenty 
four year old from Camberley also 
completed the double in the 
Canadian singles event, just pip­ 
ping Mark Delaney for the Open 
title by two tenths of a second, but 
convincingly winning the '93 rank­ 
ing series. His fight back to fitness 

following injury now almost com­ 
plete, his win over Marriott at 
Nottingham earlier in the month 
and his confidence putting him on 
top of the class. 

There are few things in life you 
can rely upon, a change of time 
for a favourite TV programme with 
video already set up and a Canadian 
doubles category dusted and done 
within ten minutes. Only six crews 
contested the Open with brothers 
Steve and Phil Green of Olney 
Paddlers taking Gold and the hon- 

• ours in the overall ranking series. 
Mike Millar and Stuart Pitt chased 
them all the way, but it will take 

years of commitment, concentration, 
and dedication to match the skill and 
experience of current Wor1d doubles 
leaders who have competed togeth­ 
er for what in some cases is as 
long as fifteen years. 

Results Winners are British Open Champions 
Kl Men 

1. Andrew Raspin, P&H/Tees, 161.22; 
2. Shaun Pearce, Team O'Neill, 161.47; 

3. Rob Wright, Shepperton, 163.62 
KILadies 

1. Lynn Simpson, Nottingham Univ./P&H, 179.59; 
2. Maria Lund, Stafford & Stone, 185.43; 
3. Penny Briscoe, Arrowcraft, 185.62 

C1 
1. Richard Domoney, Desperate Measures, 179.22; 

2. Mark Delaney, West Lothian, 179.49; 
3. Bill Horsman, Du Pont, 181.71 

C2 
1. P Green/S Green, Olney Slalom Paddlers, 184.66; 

2. M Millar/S Pitt, Forth, 187.97; 
3. T Walling/G Walling, Shepperton, 204.56 

British Junior Champions 
K1Men 

Under 18 Champion: Tim Morrison, Banbury, 167.17 
Under 16 Champion: Alex Burt, Warrington, 179.46 
Under 14 Champion: Tim Baillie, Aberdeen, 191.95 

KILadies 
Under 18 Champion: Nerys Rowlands, Vat Racers, 198.54 

Under 16 Champion: Helen Cardy, Kingston, 199.40 
Under 14 Champion: Laura Blakeman, Staffs & Stone, 218.59 

C1 
Under 18 Champion: Colin Scotland CR Cats, 194.66 

Under 16 Champion: Andrew Hamilton, Staffs & Stone, 219.86 
C2 

Under 18 Champions: J Roden/A Roden, Staffs & Stone, 216.71 
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PERSONAL SERVICES!! 
If you are looking for something special in sea or squirt kayaks - come to the experts in custom building. We offer 
the widest range of designs for all shapes, sizes and levels of experience. Choose your boat and then we can cus­ 
tom fit hatches, bulkheads, pumps, seats, compasses, deck fittings, rudders and skegs. With a colour choice from 
hundreds and special patterns, you can suit yourself. 

VALLEY CANOE PRODUCTS LTD., ROAD 4. COLWICK ESTATE, NOTTINGHAM 
TEL(0602)614995 FAX(0602)614970 

KENT CANOE SERVICES 
AVONCRAFT SOUTH 

Large Canoe Shop offering friendly advice on: 
Boats from: Prijon, Pyranha, Perception, Dagger, Ace. 
Demo boats inc. the new Prijon Avenger & Gambler 
Accessories from: Palm, Playboater, Nookie, Ainsworth, 
Schlegel, Stohlquist. And Much, Much More! 

B.C.U. Approved Canoe School run by B.C.U. Coach, contact Grant Seamen for the 
1994 programme. 
Map Opening Times 

Mon - Closed 
Tues - 9.30 - 5.00pm 
Wed - 9.30 - 12.30pm 
Thurs - 12.30 - 8.00pm (Late night shopping) 
Fri - 9.30 - 5.00pm 
Sat - 9.30 - 5.30 
Sun - Canoe Courses 

Directions: We are 3.5 mins from 12 - M20/J2a - M26 New House Farm, Kemsing Road, Wrotham, Nr. Sevenoaks, Kent TNl5 7BU Telephone: 0732 886688 
Service you can take for granted!! 
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Women's 
Canoe Polo 

Slalom Committee Announces 
the new Slalom Skill Awards 

North West If you are 
interested in improving 
your confidence and 
abilities in a canoe, polo 
is an ideal game to 
learn. About a year ago 
a group of women pad­ 
dlers in Manchester 
formed a new Women's 
polo team, Castlefield 
Comets, and since then 
we have entered just 
about every competition 
possible, and thorough­ 
ly enjoyed losing almost 
every match. We're in it 
for the fun of playing the 
game. (Which is a good 
job really!) 

Nevertheless, it would 
be good to be able to 
play other womens' 
teams of similar ability, 
so we are aiming to run 
a North West Region 
women's league starting 
in early 1994. We would 
like to encourage as 
many women and girls 
as possible to come and 
join in. 

Anyone interested in 
entering a team should 
contact Marienne Yates 
on 061 969 0181, or 
Affinity Watersports on 
061 833 1500. 

If you're interested in 
canoe polo, and don't 
have a team to play with 
then again please ring 
and we will try to find a 
team for you to play 
with. If you don't 
already play but are 
interested in learning 
then we hold practice 
sessions on Tuesday 
evenings 9-10pm at 
Broughton baths in 
Manchester. All are wel­ 
come who have some 
previous canoeing 
experience. 

The league will proba­ 
bly be run as three or 
four tournaments; each 
played on a Saturday 
evening in a local swim­ 
ming pool from 5-9pm, 
Jan-May 94. Please let 
us know as soon as 
possible of your 
interest. 

Look forward to see­ 
ing you in the pool. 

MARIENNE YATES. 

Aimed primarily at beginners with a view to providing a progression of skills- orientated tests 
which when completed, will build confidence and improve allround skills. We believe that 
canoeists will find the scheme invaluable and will follow it to both improve general technique 
and to sharpen technical skills. 

Successful candidates will receive a certificate, a metal lapel badge and a boat sticker 
tor each Grade achieved. 

Currently there are two flat water tests, Grade 1 and 2. Each of these awards is to be per­ 
formed in either a closed cockpit kayak or in a canadian canoe on a stretch of placid water 
or in a swimming pool of at least 50 metres in length. 

Two further tests on different grades of moving water will be introduced with each 
grade having a clear list of requirements and target times. Some knowledge of Canoe Slalom 
rules and organisation will also be necessary. 

Slalom Skill Award Grade 1 

To be performed in either a closed cockpit kayak or in a canadian canoe on a stretch of placid 
water or in a swimming pool of at least 50 metres in length. 
1. Enter your boat and secure spray cover completely unaided. 
2. Paddle forwards for 50 metres in a straight line and then turn round a single pole or buoy using 

forwards 
sweep strokes. 
Target Time 60 seconds 

3. Complete two circuits in a figure of eight formation using forwards and reverse sweep strokes 
between two poles or buoys placed four metres apart. 
Target Time 45 Seconds 

4. Demonstrate an emergency stop. 
5. Demonstrate a capsize drill. 
6. Swim 50 metres in full canoeing equipment as required for Canoe Slalom. 
7. Understand the difference between a life jacket and a buoyancy aid. 
8. Identify all personal canoeing equipment required for Canoe Slalom. 

Slalom Skill Award Grade 2 

To be performed in either a closed cockpit kayak or in a canadian canoe on a stretch of placid 
water or in a swimming pool of at least 50 metres in length. 
1. Paddle for 50 metres along placid water and return, turning through three suspended poles or 

buoys using sweep strokes and the early stages of a bow rudder. 
Target Time 55 Seconds 

2. Paddle in a forward direction through a single gate 1.5 metres wide without breaking the pad 
die stroke. 

3. Paddle backwards in a straight line for 50 metres, turning around a single pole or buoy usinq 
reverse sweep strokes and paddle backwards to the start. 
Target Time 75 Seconds 

4. Complete a sideways movement using draw strokes at the bow and stern, moving the whole 
boat. 

5. Attempt a support stroke. 
6. Show a knowledge of a slalom course i.e gates etc. 
7. Show that the principles of scoring, timing, Jury etc, are understood. 
In order to achieve the award, it is necessary to pass in all above skills. 
Further information from: The Scheme Administrator 10 Crow/and Road Hartlepool TS25 2JJ 

CHARLES WELLS NATIONAL 
INTER-CLUB FINALS 1993 

Held once again at Cardington, 
this annual competition was as 
successful as ever. Twenty 
Five clubs and more than three 
hundred canoeists took part in 
what has become the "fun" 
event of the year where our 
Division 4 paddlers rub shoul­ 
ders with GB Team Members 
from Premier Division and all 
compete on the same course. 

Winning club was Stafford 

and Stone Canoe Club, with 
Shepperton SCC and Heme! 
Hempstead in second and third 
places respectively. New Club 
Salisbury took the trophy award­ 
ed to the highest placed Club 
without a Premier or Div 1 com­ 
petitor and Yat Racers from the 
South West Region won the 
special sporting award. 

Not only did sponsor Tom 
Wells present T-Shirts to all 

competitors and officials and 
prizes galore to the winners, 
he offered to sponsor the event 
for the fifth time in 1994 - quite 
an accolade for the sport, for 
Slalom Executive Organiser, 
Jim Croft and for all those com­ 
petitors who have taken part and 
created such a marvellous 
atmosphere at what has turned 
out to be the ideal site for the 
National Inter Club Finals! 
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EQUIPPED FOR ADVENTURE 

CANOEING/CLIMBING/DIVING 

021-559-0701 
78 OLDBURY ROAD, BLACKHEATH 865 0JS 

. ~~ ·~ '-A..A. •.....•.. 
For slalom information including craft from Perception - Reflex, "- 
Nomad, Pyranha and Arrowcraft together with accessories from 
Wild-Water, Freeblades, Propulsion, MI, Diamond, Bushsport etc. 
Please contact Melvyn/ones 

Information on all other requirements, Personal and Contract, 
including Ace, Prijon, Pyranha, Perception, MI, Coleman, 
Arrowcraft (new Aquabat) and accessories from Chang, Tornado, 
Helly-Hansen, Javlin, Lendal, Schlegal, Kober, New Wave etc. 
Please contact Tim Houghton 

Telephone: 0902 634567 

West Midlill\da Canoe Centre, 
l lZ Newhall Street, Willenhall, Wesl. Midlands WV13 ILQ. 

VISA ACCESS 
TEL: 0995 602114 
FAX: 0995 601404 

CARSTANC ADVENTURE 
THOMAS'S WEIND 
GARSTANG, LANCS 

No. 1 IN THE NORTH WEST FOR OVER 20 YEARS 

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
CONQUEST 'E' W/W KAYAK - INCLUDING BULKHEAD - FOOTREST - BACKSTRAP ON"' 111~ - THIGH GRIPS - AIR BAGS - 1,,1 :ir:.~25 
CYPHUR 'E' W/W KAYAK - ABOVE SPEC - - ONLY 1.333 
ALSO 
PIROUETTES 'S' - MIRAGE CLUB - TUFFY MASTER - TUFFY VISION 
FALCHION - FREEFALL - MOUNTAIN BAT - ROTOBAT - STUNT BAT - MAGIC BAT 
CYPHUR 'E' - CONQUEST 'E' - TAIFUN ETC - PLUS OLD TOWN DISCOVERY 
119 - 158 - 174 AND LOADS OF GEAR 

STOP PRESS 
WATCH CANOE FOCUS IN 1994 FOR OPENING OF OUR NEW ADDITIONAL OUTLET "GARSTANG ADVEN­ 
TURE AT RAWCLIFFE HALL" 

DAVE 'N' MARV THANKS TO All OUR MANY CLIENTS FOR MAK­ 
ING 1993 THE BEST YEAR SO FAR - NOW 
WATCH FOR AN EXCITING 1994 

{jnoefocus 



SPRINT RACING 25th WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Copenhagen 1993 

The Train brothers 

II he Championships were 
taken on by Denmark 
when the Swedes who 

were scheduled to run the event 
backed out due to lack of 
finance. Lake Bagaersvard has 
been sued as a canoeing venue 
many times, most recently as the 
arena for the World Marathon 
Championships in 1990. It is a 
natural lake which forms the 
focal point for a Nature Park. Due 

The fortunes of the British Team were as follows: 
K1 500m 

Ivan Lawler. 8th in sernitmals. 1 :46:45 
Frnalists In this event· FIN. AUS. DEN. ITA. SUI. SVK. CAN. NOR. HUN 

Winner: Mikko Kolernainen, Finland. 1 :41 96 
C1500m 

Enc Jamieson. 8th in Final. 2:00 55 
Finalists In this event: BUL. HUN. CAN. SVK. GER. CZE. RUS. GBR. ITA 

Winner: Nikolay Buhalov. Bulgaria. 1 :54 02 
K1 500m 

Andrea Dallaway, 8th In semifinals. 2:00 15 
Finalists In this event GER. SWE. CAN. FRA. HUN. POL. USA. ITA. AUT 

Winner: Birgit Schmidt. Germany. 1 :53:00 
K2100m 

Burns/Bourne. 5th In repechage. 1 :38:45 
Winner Bluhm/Gutsch. Germany. 1 32 37 

C2 500m 
Crowther/Love. 6th in semifinals. 1 5018 

Winner Kolonics/Horvath. Hungary.1 :46:40 
K2 Women 500m 

Gilby/Thorogood, 7th In repechages. 1 54 76 
Winner Olsson/Andersson. Sweden. 1 :48 56 

Men K4500m 
Wynne/Vansomeran/Dorrell/Clark. 8th in repechages. 1 3174 

Winners Denisov/Tishyenko/lvannik/Goroby1. 124 80 
K1 men 1000m 

Ivan Lawter. elirnmated In sermtmat. 3:52:36 
Winner: Knut Holmann. Norway. 3:42:49 

C1 men 1000m 
Andrew Train. 8th In final. 4 22 37 

K2 men 100m 
James Block/Ian Tordoff. 4th In repechages 3 38 99 

Winner Bluhm/Gutsche. Germany. 3 21.80 
C2 men 1000m 

Andrew & Stephen Train. 8th in Final. 3 56 56 
Winner: Nielsson/Frederiksen. Denmark. 3:49:52 

K4men 1000m 
Wynne/Vansomeran/Dorrell/Clark 7th In repechages. 325:75 

Winners Re1neck/Kegel/Wohllebe/Von Appen. Germany. 3 04 80 
C4500m 

Crowther/Love/Train/Tram. 6th in semifinals. 147 69 
Winners Boldizsar/Novak/Hoffmann/Szabo. Hungary. 1 33 95 

Although times are quoted above it Is as well to remember that from day to day the weath­ 
er conditions cause considerable variation in the times. and on this particular course 
conditions changed even from race to race. The fastest times recorded at this regat­ 
ta are noticeably slower than the times recorded by the same paddlers In Barcelona last 
year vanation due mainly to weather and temperature differences 

5,000m EVENTS FOR WOMEN 
K1 

Andrea Dallaway. 8th. 
1st SWE. S Gunnarsson. 22:39:76: 

2nd HUN R Koban. 22:40 63 
3rd GER. B Schmidt. 22:42:91 

K2 
Helen Gilbey/Alison Thorogood. 12th 

1st GER. Porthwich/Schuck 213351 
2nd HUN Donusz/Meszaros. 21 33 73 

3rd ROM Simion/Toma, 2140:32 
10,000m EVENTS FOR MEN 

K1 
Ivan Lawler. 4th. 42: 15 92 

1st DEN. Thor Nielsson. 421207 
2nd NOR. Knut Hollman. 42 12 81 
3rd SVK. Aura Szabo. 42 14:41 

K2 
Graham Burns/Grayson Bourne Retired u 

1st HUN. Abraham/Borhi. 38 43 34 
2nd SWE, Sundqvrst/Olsson, 38:43 98 

3rd NOR. Toppe/Ribe. 38 49 70 
K4 

Slater/West/Block!Tordoff 13th 
1st Germany, 3523:38 
2nd Poland. 35:28:50 
3rd Russia. 35:33:75 

C1 
Andrew Train. 4th. 47:52:49 

1st HUN, Zsolt Bohacs. 4 7: 11 :29 
2nd CZE. Pavel Bednar. 47 18 94 

3rd GER. Andreas Dittmer. 47:25:99 
C2 

Andrew Train/Stephen Train - Silver Medal 
1st DEN. Nielsson/Frederiksen. 42: 18 58 

2nd GBR. Train/Train. 42:26:33 
3rd NOR. Toppe/Hibe. 38:49:70 

to the irregular shape of the 
lake, the buoyed course ran 
slightly diagonally towards the 
stands, rather than parallel to the 
spectator area, this made for 
viewing difficulties. 

All the necessary facilities had 
been installed on a temporary 
basis, as the park had to be 
restored to its natural state imme­ 
diately the championships were 
over. This did not detract from the 
efficiency of the organisation in 
any way and all essential instal­ 
lations worked very well. The 
starting blocks introduced for the 
World Championships in Paris 
were used again here with great 
success and the chances now of 
a false start occurring have been 
reduced to an absolute minimum. 

Although the Opening 
Ceremony was preceded by a 
short period of very heavy rain, and 
there was another downpour dur­ 
ing the heats of the Womens K2 
heats, the weather generally was 
sunny and fairly warm. The wind 
direction was a strange phenom­ 
ena, seemingly blowing around 
the lake and being a headwind 
for part of the course and a tailwind 
for the rest. Watching from the 
finish line position it was apparent 
that wind conditions were extreme­ 
ly variable from race to race but did 
not produce unfair conditions from 
lane to lane. 

The opening ceremony was 
modest, effective arid Danish. In 
my opinion very appropriate and 
with suitably brief speeches from 
the local mayor, the organising 
body and Signor Orsi of the ICF. 
The ICF flag was "delivered" from 
Paris (1991 Wor1d Championships) 
by a Viking Ship rowed down the 
lake by a local canoe club, while 
red kayaks and white canoes pad­ 
dled into the form of the Danish flag 
on the water in front of the stands. 
The competing nations were each 
introduced as one paddler bearing 
a placard with the country's abbre­ 
viated name came forward into 
the arena. 

The ICF have made various 
efforts in recent years to attract the 
media to canoeing events, and 
this year the programme was var­ 
ied yet again so that all finals of 
500m and 1 000m events for men 
and women were held on the 
same day (Saturday). The (Heats 
and repechages of 500m events), 
Thursday (Heats and repechages 
of 1000m events), Friday (semi 
finals of all events). Sunday was 
completely devoted to 5000m 
races for women and 1 0,000m 
for men. 

This was the last time these 
longer events were to be included 
in the World Championship pro­ 
gramme as they had been deemed 
unattractive to the media. However, 
come Sunday, the number of spec- 

tators watching, cameras whirring 
and the press room positively 
bursting with activity, actually 
belied this misguided opinion. 

The British Team travelled out 
by air to Copenhagen on the 
Tuesday before racing began with 
very little time to attend to the 
standard preliminaries such as 
boat weighing and measuring. 
This produced the usual last 
minute panics when boats proved 
to be slightly concave in section 
and fittings necessary to be 
weighed with boats were still on 
their way from the airport. It 
seems obvious to suggest that 
more time should have been 
allowed, but apparently the cost 
of an extra day in Denmark for the 
team was completely prohibitive. 
The Danes were making quite 
sure that the Championships cov­ 
ered their own costs. 

This Championships boasted 
more countries entered than ever 
before, which is not really sur­ 
prising when we realise that the 
might of the USSR has now been 
divided into eight separate states, 
Czechs and Slovaks are now two 
separate nations and Croatia has 
begun the replacement of 
Jugoslavia. Not all those entered 
actually arrived however: the 
Cubans were reported to have 
defected to the USA on their way, 
and the bus bearing the Estonian 
team broke down near Stockholm 
and they were forced to abandon 
their journey. 

Racing began at 8000 on both 
Wednesday and Thursday with 
races at 1 0 minute intervals. The 
race plan adopted fair1y recently by 
the ICF has made for much more 
competitive racing in the early 
stages of the competition. Those 
not qualifying for semi finals direct­ 
ly from heats then race in 
repechages. From the repechages 
are selected for example the first 
4 of the fastest 5th. Taking this 
fastest loser ensures that those pad­ 
dlers who are not in the front of the 
race still have something to go 
for and still may get to the semi­ 
finals as fastest 5th. This system 
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us also used when the 9 finalists 
are selected from 2 semifinals. 
From each semifinal the first four 
are taken plus the fastest 5th. 

The award for the top mens 
Kayak nation and top mens Canoe 
nation was given to Hungary: best 
womens team to Germany, and 
top nation overall to Hungary. 
Although these nations were obvi­ 
ously very strong, the medals gen­ 
erally seemed to be well distributed 
amongst the nations, with Denmark 
performing well in front of their 
home crowd, Sweden still show­ 
ing great strength, especially with 
their womens team and a few 
medals going to Russia and the 
new states of Latvia and Ukraine. 

The mens K1 500m and 1000m 
results were unique in that neither 
Germany or Hungary took medals. 
Germany did not qualify for the 
finals, Hungary came 7th and 4th 
respectively and medals went to 
Finland, Canada and Australia in 
the 500 and Norway, Denmark 
and Romania in the 1 OOOm. 

Each team must have had 
their disappointments and disas­ 
ters as well as their successes. 
Italy must have been delighted 
that Scarpa and Rossi took the 
Silver medal in the K2 1 OOOm but 
it must have been a terrible blow 
to moral when World Champion, 
Josefa Idem capsized before the 
line as she was about to take sec­ 
ond place in the womens K1 
500m and did the same again on 
the first leg of the 5000m K1. The 
Italians also quite literally sus­ 
tained another blow very shortly 
after the start of the K4 1 OK when 
their boat was holed and they 
sank in front of the stands. 

It was a friendly and enjoyable 
championships without serious 
controversies, scandals, disqual­ 
ifications or any other problems 
surfacing to spoil the atmosphere. 
Next year, inspite of moves to get 
arrangements changed it seems 
that the Championships will go 
ahead in Mexico. 

Special congratulations to 
Stephen and Andrew train, our sil­ 
ver medalists and to finalists 
Eric Jamieson and Ivan Lawler 
who so nearly reached a medal in 
the K110K 

Di Lawler 

FREE 
CAP 
WORTH£4.95 
Just buy one of our great value sweat 
shirts with the canoe logo of your 
choice, and we will give you an 'Ocean 
World Canoeing' cap worth £4.95 
absolutely FREE OF CHARGE. 

1. ·CAN'9EIST 

-~2. 
CANOE 

3 ~· -1..0~­ . aw-..A~ ~r, 
MAIAT"ON 4. 

5. &,,,z(;p>J,,, 
Wild Water Racing 6_ 

CANOE 

7. ~ 
CANOE 

SPRINT s. 

11• RAPTlftG 
PADDLE·a 12- 

each high quality sweat shirt comes in 
navy, grey or white, and has the Ocean 
World Canoeing logo printed in a luxu­ 
rious fully washable flock on the front. 
The sleeve is printed with any of the 12 
logos shown above. Sizes come in S, 
M, L, XL. 
Send your order plus £16.95 (£15.95 + 
£1 P&P) per shirt to: 

Ocean World, Canoeing Offer, 
High SL, Cowes, IOW, P031 7RR 

Credit card holders may telephone their 
order on: (0983) 291744. 
Full catalogues or information on 
CANOE CLUB CLOTHING (with 
discounts) available on request. 
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Surf report, Saltburn­ 
by-the-Sea, 7th 
October 1993: 
"Conditions are very 
big. surf is 8-10 feet 
with a light offshore 
wind. Very difficult to 
get outside". 
It's seldom we have 
conditions like these 
on the East Coast. 
Normally swells are 
limited to about 4 feet, 
although with prevail­ 
ing South ?Westerlies, 
the wind is often 
offshore giving clean, 
"green" waves 

Narth 
9 I 10 October 
The competition was due to start 
on Saturday morning, so the go 
ahead was given at the phone­ 
in on Thursday evening. Hopefully 
things would calm down a bit by 
Saturday. 

The entry was one of the 
largest at a BCU surf event this 
season although numbers are 
fast increasing as paddlers redis­ 
cover the thrill of surfing. Forty 
five paddlers in all some choos­ 
ing to double up in the Freestyle, 
Ski, Ladies, Junior and Novice as 
well as the Open Slalom. 

Novice Entrants 
What was especially encourag­ 
ing was the fact that 29 of the 
entrants were novices. Most of 
whom were first time competitors 
and surfers who hadn't had a 
local event to enter for several 
years. Of course, there were 
also the regular contingent from 
the SouthWest, some of whom 
had driven all night to get to 
Saltburn in time to sign-on at 
9.00am. Their long journeys 
would be well rewarded. 

Conditions on Saturday were 

very good. The swell size had 
decreased to 4-6 feet, and the 
wind stayed offshore, giving a 
clean shape but also a heavy 
break to paddle out through. 

Unfortunately, conditions for 
judges weren't as good. In typ­ 
ical Northern fashion, the rain 
came down in buckets for a cou­ 
ple of hours in the morning thor­ 
oughly soaking everyone. 

Saltburn saw the unveiling of 
a new prototype surf kayak 
designed by Mark Richards. This 
may be a rival to the Mega Jester 
that has dominated kayak surf­ 
ing for the last two or three years. 
It is yet another indication of the 
resurgence of interest in surf 
competition that is growing with 
every event. 

By dusk on Saturday, all dis­ 
ciplines had been run through to 
the Quarter Finals. 

A meal had been laid on at the 
local campsite for competitors 
and friends that night. Plenty 
of potatoes, and naturally, the 
Southerners wore their under­ 
clothes on their heads - as one 
does in Devon! 

If Saturday's surf had been 
good, then Sunday's was near 

perfection. And the sun shone! 

Slalom 
In the Slalom, we saw outstanding 
performances from Gary Adcock, 
winning the event from Clive 
Kerswell in second place. One 
screaming wall ride from Clive 
pushed Simon Discombe into 
third and Steve Earl finished a 
creditable fourth. 

Steve had a better result in the 
Freestyle final, winning from Don 
Mclellan (the surfing stormtroop­ 
er) in second, James Manser 
third and the real star of the 
weekend, young Malcolm Fawcett 
from Blyth in fourth. 

Malcolm went on to win both 
the Novice and Junior finals in fine 
style against very strong com­ 
petition. 

The Ladies event was won by 
Jo Leach from Marianne Spender, 
and Gary Adcock completed his 
double by beating Terry Benton 
in the Ski final by only one point. 

One outstanding feature of 
the competition was the depth of 
local talent. These paddlers, 
often surfing in relatively uncom­ 
petitive boats were able to give 
the regulars a good run for their 

money. Hopefully we can main­ 
tain this momentum and contin­ 
ue to run competitions "Up North" 
and possibly persuade Northern 
paddlers to compete in the South 
Western and Welsh events next 
year. 

Thanks must go to Nick Noble 
from the Saltburn Surf Shop for 
his help with surf forecasting, to 
Mike Corner from Lanbaurgh 
Borough Council for the loan of 
the control caravan and PA sys­ 
tem, and to Darren and Lynne 
Clay for their organisational help 
throughout the weekend. 

Let's hope 1994 continues 
where this left off! 

Eric 
Chacksfield 

Results Open 
Slalom 

Freestyle 
Novice 

1. Gary Adcock, 175; 
1. Steve Earl, 39; 

1. Malcolm Fawcett, 89; 
2. Clive Kerswell, 160; 
2. Don Mclellan, 28; 
2. Simon Gregory, 88; 

3. Simon Discombe, 152; 
3. James Manser, 26; 

3. Colin Tee, 85; 
4. Steve Earl, 118; 

4. Malcolm Fawcett, 21; 
4. Terry Benton, 77 

Juniors Ladies Ski 
1. Malcolm Fawcett, 97; 

1. Jo Leach, 52; 
1. Gary Adcock, 77; 
2. Don Mclellan, 83; 

2. Marianne Spender, 42; 
2. Terry Benton, 76; 
3. Craig Bell, 82; 

4. Matthew Shaw, 43; 
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Right: 

Chris Taudevin 

flies the flag to 

fourth place. 

Photo Kevin 

Danforth 

The first breakfast after landing in Ducktown, Tennessee set the tone for the uihole eoet 
geordie paddler and breakfast will never seem the same again. A common l,anguage d 
Eventually the rodeo team settled on BLT's and biscuits and gravy. It was breakfast, 
rience Rodeo, but not as we know it. Fortunately whitewater has a global language an. 
The Format 
The Championship was to be decided on two sections of 
the river: a freestyle event on Entrance Rapid, and the hole 
riding event on the infamous Hells Hole. The squirt pad­ 
dlers were to compete on Torpedo Rapid and Hells 
Hole. 'Entrance' is 800m of good varied grade three-ish 
and the venue of one this years slalom World Cup races. 
The course ended up, after much discussion, as a rough 
water slalom course without gates, the paddlers making 
attainments (upstream moves) and touching set rocks 
(marked by traffic cones). Extra points were awarded by 
making reverse ferry glides, by surfing the wave above 
Grumpies (naughty stopper) and the whole thing timed 
to split those on equal points. Hells hole is a short steep 
stopper, guarded upstream by a short steep wave and very 
quirky. It was definitely an acquired taste, the sort of stop­ 
per which needed time to suss out and make friends with. 
Our first sight of Hells hole revealed the local paddlers 
making it look easy, linking horizontal and vertical 
moves. Newcomers, on the other hand, struggled to 
stay in the hole! : if Jan Kellner, current world champi­ 
on, can't get it wired after half an hour the hole is defi­ 
nitely 'way quirky'. 

For the four days leading to the event, each team 
was given one hour per day practice time at HH : with 
19 British paddlers this worked out at about 3 mins per 
day to practice the stopper on which 70% of the final 

marks would depend. Extra time could be grabbed 
between 4.30 and whenever the water was turned off 
(usually 6.00) but this entailed scrapping up the eddies 
with the other 60 plus paddlers. On reflection the best 
training session was the one held in the dark late one 
evening with the street light on the bridge turned around 
to shine down on the hole. 

The EVENT 
Saturday Freestyle down a rapid turned out to be a 
slalom without gates, and quite a challenging heavy 
course at that. The buzz word was 'attainments', basically 
gaining ground upstream and points awarded for moves 
in completed, extra points were attained for reverse 
moves. For many of the paddlers the course was too 
slaom, two dimensional and too much of a surprise. As 
one paddler remarked 'I was ready to ring a bell on a string 
whilst surfing, or hand roll, but I gave up slalom 'cos it 
was hard work. This course hurt my arms' Best of British 
on the day Bridget Thomas and Pete Orton, both winning 
their respective events and setting up good medal poten­ 
tial for Sunday. Significantly both have long Slalom 
backgrounds. The squirters (squirtists ?) had a mixed day 
at Torpedo in the Flatwater Choreography: the crowd placed 
them highly, but the judging left them well down the order 
with it all to do on Hell Hole. This was an achievable tar­ 
get for Bob, Chris & Simon however, as they had impressed 
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t. Southern fried hospitality meets weary 
vided, displaced and regi,onally inverted. 
t not as we know it. Later we were to expe­ 

d the Ocoee is a fine river. .. liquid esperanto .. 
all during training. Open boat, by comparison with the 
North American continent is not big in Britain. Open boats 
with airbags, saddles straps and Eskimo roll potential are 
still novelties to us limeys. Our three boaters, Collins, 
Faragher and Crooks were looking for fun, experience 
and knowledge. All three were there for the taking. 
Throughout the week Loe! Collins addressed Hell's 
Hole with some intent. Hand paddles in open boat 
Loe!? Self christened 'Volvo Crash Dummy' had his 
numerous training wipeouts, lumps and bruises justified 
with a very creditable 8th place, against very strong 
competition, including Paul Mason, son of the leg­ 
endary Bill. Who says this is not real Open Boating? 
The quality of competition is reflected in this Focus 
front cover: Eric Jackson's smooth and vertical 360 only 
grabbed 4th place. 

Sunday 
The event kicked off late due to a long and detailed ver­ 
bal explanation of how the competition would be run and 
judged. Chief Judge Frank Mayer did his best to patient­ 
ly explain the system and deal with the paddlers questions. 
It is easy to be wise after the event but this could have been 
avoided with a simple information sheet some weeks prior 
to the event. Frank had been given a lot to deal with in 
a short time. All paddlers were to have three one minute 
rides in the hole. Speed back up the eddies would play 
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a major part. After some heated protests (by American 
paddlers) on the previous day's results the Cl paddlers 
hit the water for their final. Pete Orton and Steve Block 
from the UK were in hot form along with the eventual 
winner, Alan Braswell. There was no reasonable explanation 
why Pete should finish fifth, particularly after winning the 
Freestyle event the previous day. The crowd and experienced 
judges amongst us placed Pete and Alan close with 
Blockie in third. The results were not announced until 
the evening medals ceremony. There were no British smiles 
until the women's event. American locals Roxanne 
McDonough and Susan Gentry were the hot tips, along 
with Sandra Schmidt, the current world champion. All 
made the final along with Bridget Thomas and Vicky Young 
of GB. The final reverted to a more familiar head to head 
and this quite quickly sorted those with less stamina. 
Surprisingly Sandra went out against Susan Gentry and 
left Roxanne to slug it out with Bridget in the Final 
head-to- head. After a dead heat and a re-run the Hells 
Hole first position was given to Roxanne McDonough: 
Bridget however became overall world champion thanks 
to a good Freestyle, the previous day, and steady skills per­ 
formed with a consistently cool head. 

The squirt event displayed on one level all that was bad 
about the event Late rule and format changes, uncertainty 
over judging and the reduction of three rides to one sixty 
second ride. Did we really travel halfway round the 
world for one minute of competition? On another level 
Bob Campbell produced a brilliant ride under unbelievable 
pressure. Almost faultless, technically excellent with 
flair, poise and originality it was a privilege to watch. Silver 
medal did not really do it justice but there was much con­ 
solation in having both Bob and Chris Taudevin ( 4th) beat 
convincingly the father ofSquirt,Jim Snyder. The mens 
surface boat event produced an exceptionally high stan­ 
dard of technical paddling, if a little short on show­ 
manship. Many of the visiting paddlers simply had to work 
to hard to stay on the wave or in the hole and it was left 
to Jan Kellner as the only European hope to battle it out 
in the head to head finals. Our lads generally lost time 
in the eddies, and lacked enough practice time in the hole. 
No excuses but British Rodeos are very different. Moves 
are marked on style and content and head to heads 
have been known to last half and hour ! Speed in the eddies 
is not a high priority (good elbows are ) . 

The major manufacturers now design specialist play­ 
boats and this championship was a major test bed for rad­ 
ical new designs. Dagger and Pyranha had paddlers in 
composite prototypes, Perception had plastic proto­ 
types. The big big moves reflected the possibilities of the 
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radical designs: cartwheels and multiple retendos were 
common and the margins between surface boat moves 
and squirt moves were definitely narrowed. It was notice­ 
able that most of the top eight paddlers were in proto­ 
types and three of the top four in composite boats. 
Jan Kellner ended up head to head with Bob 

McDonough for what turned out to be the battle for 
fourth place. Local opinion rated Bob as the favourite. ( 
Hells Hole is sometimes called Bobs Hole) Kellner had 
to work hard to produce more than Bob to oust the man 
from his own stopper, and convincingly did just that. As 
Jan was in a higher volume kayak his performance was 
even more impressive. The effort needed left Jan in 
calorie debt and he just failed to make the final. USA 
slalom team refugees Scott Shipley and Eric Jackson 

not, infant Rodeo has reached puberty: when the top pad­ 
dlers in the world meet to compete for that very title, 
there is inevitably some strong desire to win. This 
is the cleft stick of running a world champi­ 
onship 'fun' event: how can you keep the fun 
and still run an event which bestows the giddy 
status of 'Worlds best' ? 

It is probably fair to say that these 
championships 'struggled with the 
concept'. There were much grum­ 
blings about the judging, judging 
formats, access to water for practice, 
information flow, and general organi­ 
sation. The main bone of contention was 
the adoption of a points per move scoring sys­ 
tem and the near absence of non-american 
judges. (One British judge only in the surface boat V ~u­ 
class) Over the course of the weekend there were 
many unhappy paddlers, confirming the wisdom of , 
abandoning this points scoring system in Britain whilst 
Rodeo was still a toddler. How can any judge accurately 
score technical moves delivered with speed over such a 
short time lapse without video playback?. Using video I 
was able to log, in slow motion, Mark Lyall (USA East) 
producing seventeen moves (all scoring) in a 23 second 
ride ! !. Even if you can count that quickly, you can't 
write it down at the same time. Even the old fuddy dud- 
dies in Cricket have a camera in the stumps theses days. 

At the Monday morning meeting many issues con­ 
cerning the sport and its future were discussed : The 1995 

The BCV Great Britain Rodeo Squad would like to thank all of their many and 
generous sponsors including: Foundation for Sports & The Arts, Pyranha,Prijon, 
Perception, Valley, Wild Water, Palm, Nookie, Playboater, Smiths, Sub Zero, Jack 

Wolfskin and anyone else they forgot to mention. Thanks to Pippa at Thomas 
Cook and Customer Relations at British Airways. 
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were left in the final 
head to head for the 
world title. As well as 
Olympic standard fit­ 
ness and technical 
depth these two had 
the showmanship 
necessary to lift the 
event to world status. 
After a fast and furi­ 
ous flurry of flash 
Eric was adjudged to 
have done a little 
more than Scott to 
take the crown. Eric 

also wound up the crowd and entertained. We remem­ 
bered what this Rodeo lark is supposed to be about. 
Worthy champion Eric also competed in Cl and Open 
boat, with respectable results showing all round ability. 

Comment 
The second world championship venue was awarded to 
the USA in an informal discussion between competitors 
after the 1991 Worlds at the Bitches, Pembrokeshire. The 
friendly attitudes of the paddlers in Rodeo suggest that 
even world championships can be arranged on the back 
of envelopes. A good and laudable premise, given that 
the whole ethos of whitewater rodeo is the fun of taking 
part, meeting like minded paddlers, paddling and find­ 
ing out about new rivers. For most domestic paddlers this 
is exactly why they tum up bleary-eyed and motorway-numb 
at all hours of the weekend in place like Hurley, 
Nottingham and Ramsey Island : they socialise, they 
paddle, most folks have a great time, and in the end some­ 
one wins. There is unfortunately a potential problem when 
the winner is given 'World Champion' status. Like it or 

/if/~1 :!S rodeo world champs {jnoefocus 

World Championships will be organised by Germany 
and will take place on Augsburg Artificial Slalom Course. 
Many of the organisational difficulties will be ironed 
out at a Pre-Worlds next year. Discussion also covered ICF 
recognition for the discipline, and general talk on the way 
forward. Growing pains are inevitable in an emerging and 
exciting sport the general mood was positive. Rodeo must 
not lose the grin. Talented paddlers won medals, new tricks 
were seen, new boats were designed and Eric Jackson 
reminded an appreciative audience of paddlers of what 
big fun looks like. Thanks Eric, you made us smile. 

Kevin Danforth 
(Un-official Rodeo Team Coach and 
Social Sec"1'tary, on his Holidays) 
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~~ . - - Mens's Kayak '·- 

US East 
Canada 
Canada 
US West 
US East 
Canada 
Germany 
GB 
GB 
GB 

Results 

1. Eric Jackson 
2. Scott Shipley 
3. Shane Benedict 
4. Jan Kellner 
5. Bob McDonough 
6. Lee Bonfiglio 
7. Dan Gavere 
8. Corran Addison 
16. Shaun Baker 
18. Paul Currant 
24. Justin Bunn 
26. Jason Buxnon 
27. Andy Middleton 
28. Ray Huclsplth 
31.PaulFletcher 
42 Paddlers frodl}IIJ. 
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US East 
NZ 
us 
GB 
GB 
us 

US West 
GB 
US East 
GB 
US East 
US East 
SWest 

Germany 
US East 
Canada 
US West 

NEWBURY CANOE CLUB 
Waterside Series 1994 

In February and March 1884 Newbury Canoe Club will be running the 
Waterside series of races. 

The series comprises 4 marathon canoe races held at fortnight­ 
ly intervals over increasing distances. The 1993 series attracted an 
entry of over 1100 paddlers over the 4 weekends and we are hoping 
that next year's series proves as popular. 

The 4 races are an ideal build up to the famous Devizes to 
Westminster race, held over the Easter weekend. 

Newbury Canoe Club medals are awarded after each race, but those 
paddlers who have completed all 4 races of the series also qualify for 
the highly prestigious end of series trophies and shields. 

Details of the race dates and distances are as follows: 

Race A: Sunday 6th February, Great Bedwyn to Newbury 13.5 miles 
Race B: Sunday 20th February, Newbury Circuit 23 miles 
Race C: Sunday 6th March, Pewsey to Newbury 23 miles 
Race D: Sunday 20th March, Devizes to Newbury 34 miles 

If you would like further details and an entry fonn please write enclos­ 
ing a stamped addressed envelope to: 

Lyn McLaren Hillside House Hungerford 
Hill Lambourn Berks RG16 7NN 
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ROBIN HOOD WATERSPORTS 
NIEGA STORE 

PYRANHA, 
TUFFY, 
PERCEPTION, 
Ml, PRUON, 
COLEMAN, 
OLDTOWN, 

THE NORTH'S 
WETSUIT WAREHOUSE 

OVER 500 SUITS 
IN STOCK 

REPAIRS ON SITE 

MLM,YAK, ~ ===:;:;;:..1.~­ AINSWORTHK' 
SOIL.EGEL 

LOWEST l'IIICES FOIi 
COLUBES, SCOUT OIIOUPI, 
N.M. FOIICES. SCNOOLS • 

l:IENTIIES ETC • 

•• - 

Canoe Centre 
OPENING TIMES: 
MON to FRI: ~'>' 
9.15amto6pm •• :• ~ 
SAT: 9, 15am. ;! 
toSpm 
LATE NIGHT 
THURSDAY 
TILL8PM 

152 Leeds Road, Heckmondwike, West Yorkshire 
WF16 981 Tel: 0924 443843 

TEL:0742 488688 
F.A..X: 0742 488689 

66-70 Station Road, Halfway ,(near Eckington) Sheffield S19 5G 'U$f off M 1 jUJ:l,C. 30) 
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r D's agony column 
DR D's Agony Column This page will become a regular feature depending on demand. If you have a question relating to any aspect of 

paddlesport, our distinguished panel of experts will be able to help. Send your queries to Agony Column, Canoe Focus, BCU HQ. 

Dear Dr D 
In view of the recent tragedies 
and loss of life my club has 
become increasingly con­ 
cerned over the understanding 
of risk, responsibility, liability 
and negligence.Our past record 
is sound although some minor 
incidents have happened from 
time to time, and we are most 
certainly not complacent. Our 
Honorary Secretary has recent­ 
ly received documents from the 
BCU on Safety Policy, Safety 
Checklist, Personal Safety, and 
Insurance Benefits and 
Procedures. We are currently 
examining these and docu­ 
ments from other sources with 
a view to issuing a club policy 
statement on safety. 

I have read the recently pub­ 
lished 'Recreation Handbook' 
(BCU Touring and Recreation 
Committee, Aug 1993) and found 
it contained little or no guid­ 
ance in the aspect of safety. I 
understand that the aim of this 
publication is to assist organisers 
in the running of regional tour­ 
ing events, and I am at a loss to 
understand why this most impor­ 
tant subject has not been more 
fully covered on a document of 
this nature. Will you please have 
your distinguished panel of 
experts to be Judge and Jury to 
apportion blame in the attached 
hypothetical case study. (Derek 
scripted a worst case scenario 

involving the death & perma­ 
nent injury of two unaccompa­ 
nied youngsters on a BCU 
regional tour) In addition, how 
would they advise on prevention 
and repetition in the future ? 

I would recommend that the 
BCU Policy statement on Safety 
is included in all publications on 
'How to do ... .' for all aspects of 
the sport. Not to do so in the 
Recreation Handbook I think 
was negligent. 
Derek Clitheroe Hon 

Chairman, Milton 
Keynes Canoe Club. 

DrDReplies 
I am not sure I can stand as 
Judge and Jury on this one, 
but I will try and clarify the 
issues involved. All BCU docu­ 
ments are produced in good 
faith to help volunteers. In this 
case the guide was written, as 
you point out, to help potential 
organisers of events, and does 
make the basic assumption that 
the organiser knows enough 
about the event being run, includ­ 
ing it's special hazards, if any, 
and will arrange safety cover · 
accordingly. I know from attend­ 
ing all sorts of events around the 
country safety is practically 
addressed by organisers at 
signing on, either in signs or 
handouts and where there are 
potential problems these are 
highlighted, or safety provision 

supplied. A good example of 
this is the type of documentation 
given out at the Mike Jones 
Rallies, or the Coquet Island 
Sea Race. 

There is no doubt that event 
organisers need to be especially 
wary of the safety aspect: gone 
are the days when like minded 
paddlers could gather and pad­ 
dle informally, naturally taking 
care of newcomers and the weak 
and wobbly. In your scenario I 
feel blame if any, should lie with 
the group they were originally 
paddling with as well as the 
organiser for not realising how 
inexperienced the youngsters 
were. Most tours encourage 
conversation & camerardie : 
one of the main reasons for 
organised tours are to meet 
other paddlers. If litigation was 
the outcome of a fatality/injury 
on a BCU Tour it would be the 
domain of the courts and our 
legal system to determine 
whether or not negligence had 
occured, given the full particu­ 
lars of each case. My legal mates 
tell me that a likely outcome, 
given that reasonable precau­ 
tions had been taken by the 
organisers (including following 
BCU Safety & Touring guidlines), 
would be 'misadventure'. In 
other words an accident with­ 
out an individual or organisa­ 
tion at fault. Back to the guide. 
The BCU Press and Information 

Officer, Kevin Danforth, is cur­ 
rently compiling a comprehen­ 
sive catalogue of all the handouts 
and documents produced by 
the Union, nationally and region­ 
ally and the amount of infor­ 
mation produced is staggering. 
One of the difficulties in pro­ 
ducing publications is deciding 
what the reader needs and what 
he may already know. It could 
be argued that if the organiser 
of a hypothetical event was not 
already aware of the safety 
aspects of the sport( and the 
myriad of BCU Coaching scheme 
leaflets and advice) he would 
be unlikely to organise the event 
in the first place. If we assume 
the organisers are switched on 
and active in the sport, those 
dangerous weirs in your sce­ 
nario would be covered safety 
wise (as in Liffey and Exe 
Descents ?). However, we live 
in times of litigation and the writ 
and it is just as well to be over 
cautious, in spite of the excel­ 
lent safety record of BCU tours. 

Your suggestion of including 
the Safety document in the guide 
has already been taken up. 
Organisers who would like a 
full copy of Derek's letter/script 
of disaster and a copy of the 
safety document to go with their 
guides please send an 
SAE to the BCU Office ~ 
marked "Dr D, Safety". & 

Congregated Canoeists Competition ... 
Yet more entries! As mentioned in the last issue I decided to let the competition run for another issue and the results are shown below. 

Dear Dr D: Dear Dr D: plished K4 or C2 team is a def­ 
Noun of congregation for As a recent newcomer to the inite 'Capability of Canoeists'. A 
canoeists sport, I feel that I am able to reply group of novices is a 'Wet of 

Don't listen to my Dad to this competition with the Canoeists', but the general term 
(October Focus), they're not appreciation that my recent ex- is a 'Tide of Canoeists' unless 
a drench of canoeists they colleagues in 'Joe Public' have of course there are too many 
are a SPRAY (sort of like for canoeing. then it is a ·wash of Canoeists'. 
flowers, though not exact- Let me explain; Nigel Murray's As you see, to use one col- 
ly) ... Except if they paddle suggestion should surely be a lective noun for such a com­ 
like my Dad they're a 'Drench of Dragonboaters.' The plex problem would surely be a 
FLOUNDER especially when start of a regatta can only be a terminological in-exac- ~ 
like him they spend a lot of 'Confusion of Kayakers', where- titude. .~~ 
time underwater peering at as, in stark contrast, an accorn- NEIL OSBORNE...I. 
the bottom presumably look- 
ing for other fish. 

MIKE MURRAY 
(Viking Kayak Club) 

Winner 
Dear Dr D 
For a collective name that 
covers all the many vari­ 
eties of canoeing, from white 
water to marathon, to sea 
kayaking I suggest a FLOW 
of canoeists. When the dic­ 
tionary describes 'flow' as ' 
to glide along as a stream; 
to move easily; to move in 
waves; to hang loose; to be 
present in abundance', I can 
think of no better way of 
describing this wonderful 
sport of ours, 

John K. Ruthven, 
Sleaford. 

P.S My Dad says I should ask 
for a float jacket because he 
is going to shove me in the 
river. 

Dear Dr D Here are my attempts at the noun for a congregation of canoeists: 
Grade 1 A fellowship of canoeists, all peaceful like a church congregation. 
Grade 2 A glide of canoeists, as the water now moves slightly quicker. 
Grade 3 and 4 A mob of canoeists, all fighting to get into the best stoppers. 
Grade 5 A froth of canoeists, just able to see the odd helmet or stern of a boat. 
Grade 6 An asylum of canoeists, YOU MUST BE MAD TO PADDLE THIS! 

PAUL RADLEY 
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ACCESS COMMITTEE NEWS 
Simon Banbury takes over from the retiring Simon Dawson. 

The Access committee expresses their thanks to Simon Dawson for his effort 
and hard work. Simon Banbury, Regional Access Officer for the Northern Region 
steps into the breach and hopes to take things forward again carrying on the progress 
made by his namesake and predessor. Simon has had experience of managing 
access in an upland area and white water paddlers particularly should welcome 
his input. The Northern region has one of the best access models with the Tyne 
Agreement. In a baptism of fire. Simon is currently involved in investgating a seri­ 
ous incident on the River Wear, in his own region. The alleged shooting incident 
has resulted in the somewhat diluted charge of 'Using abusive and threatening 
behaviour, likely to cause stress to members of the public'. The case has been 
deferred until the 25 November. We await the outcome with great interest. 

RIVER DART 
History: 
The River Dart in Devon rises 
on Dartmoor and flows into the sea 
at Dartmouth, being tidal from 
Totnes. There are no known daims 
to rights of passage or navigation 
above the tidal limit. For many 
years canoeists have been allowed 
to use the non-tidal stretches of 
the Dart below Dartmeet during the 
game fishing close season. Initially 
this was under the terms of an 
informal agreement negotiated 
between Totnes Canoe Club and 
the River Dart Preservation Society, 
(the riparian owners body). The 
number of canoeists using the 
river rose considerably over the 
years, a fact which caused increas­ 
ing problems with inconsiderate 
parking and changing by canoeists 
at the main access and egress 
points, Newbridge and Holne 
Bridge. The massive increase 
in use combined with problems 
of enforcement led to the BCU tak­ 
ing over responsibility for the 
agreement and to the new con­ 
ditions of use which took effect in 
1989. The main changes over 
previous usage were that the 
Dartmeet section now had a 
reduced season due to its impor­ 
tance as a salmon spawning area, 
but to compensate for this the 
'loop' section had its season 
extended for a month. All paddlers 
are meant to have a number on 
their boat (which would show that 

they had permission to be there, 
and that we are controlling num­ 
bers), and the issues of careless 
parking and immodest changing 
are higher profile. This agree­ 
ment was, and still is crucial to the 
future of canoeing on the Dart; with­ 
out it I firmly believe that the ripar­ 
ian owners would have stopped 
canoeing altogether, something 
which would be have been moral­ 
ly questionable but legally enforce­ 
able. A contraversial aspect of the 
agreement is that the owners 
insisted that it should apply only 
to BCU members or to groups 
led by BCU members, a stipula­ 
tion which has been much criticised 
in some areas of the canoeing 
press. Their reasons for this are 
quite simple. Firstly, we are expect­ 
ed to enforce the agreement and 
the only sanction that we can 
have is the threat of removing 
BCU membership. Secondly, the 
owners have a signed agreement 
with the BCU as the parent body 
for canoeing in Britain (England?) 
so they expect us to be answer­ 
able to any problems. Clearly this 
can not be the case if the problems 
are created by non-members. 
Thirdly, we can inform canoeists 
of the terms of the agreement 
through the BCU Yearbook, 
Access Officers and Canoe Focus, 
all of which are available free to 
members. Consequently, I do not 
consider it unreasonable or improp- 

er to restrict the River Dart or 
any other river on which agree­ 
ments are negotiated through the 
BCU, to members only. Aware 
of the unrest amongst local peo­ 
ple whose land we use to gain 
access to the river, in 1990 the SW 
Regional Committee of the BCU 
purchased a small piece of land 
beside the river, thanks largely to 
the generosity of local clubs and 
paddlers. 

The Current 
Situation: 
The first season or two under the 
new agreement went fairly well, 
but things have gone downhill 
since then. Far too many 
canoeists now turn up without 
having sought permission from 
Kevin Chamberlain, far too many 
park on and around Holne Bridge 
without any consideration for 
local people whose access roads 
are blocked, and some still pad­ 
dle during the fishing season 
whenever the river level is up. 
The unsuitability of our land for 
parking prevented any develop­ 
ment of the site and the tradi­ 
tional egress point at Holne 
Bridge has continued to be used. 
At the end of last season 
(February 1993) the owner of this 
land, Mr Patrick Simpson, 
informed us that he would no 
longer allow canoeists to cross 
his land at Holne Bridge but 

intervention by the Dartmoor 
National Park on our behalf led 
to improvements to the bank 
there, allowing our continued 
use. It should be added that our 
land was a crucial bargaining tool 
at this time. 

During this season we have 
continued to battle against those 
who have no respect for the 
access agreement Large numbers 
of paddlers have been confront­ 
ed by Kevin Chamberlain or me 
for not getting permission to be 
there, we had an untimely pirate 
run of Dartmeet and one group 
almost lost the entire agreement 
due to their conduct on the loop 
during the weekend of 9/10th 
October. The situation has got 
to get better. The major land 
owner in the area (who is sup­ 
portive of canoeing) is now very 
old; his son, who is most decidedly 
not supportive of our sport, will 
inherit all of his father's land. The 
implications for us are clear, and 
very threatening, so we have got 
to prove that we are responsi­ 
ble, reasonable and trustworthy. 
Let's hope that the small minori­ 
ty who fail to meet those standards 
do not lose everything for the 
rest of us. 

Adam Box, Regional 
Access Officer 
29th October 

1993 
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Send your letters to: Dear Focus, BCU HQ. John Dudderidge House, Adbolton Lane, West Bridgford, 
Notts NG2 5AS. Tel: (0602) 821100 Fax: (0602) 821797 

ACCESS LETTERS 
Dear Focus 
I would be most grateful of you 
could highlight some problems 
that we have been exp­ 
eriencing on the River Dart 
recently, namely: 

1. On the weekend of October 
9th/10th there was some unbe­ 
lievable behaviour on the 'loop' 
section from groups of canoeists 
who have since been contacted 
and banned from the river for 
the rest of the season. They 
used foul language amongst 
themselves and at members of the 
public and at other canoeists, 
they left one of their group walk­ 
ing naked around Newbridge 
carpark, and they blocked the 
road at Haine Bridge by parking 

their minibus stupidly. As a result, 
I had complaints from other 
canoeists who were quite rightly 
worried about the future of canoe­ 
ing on the Dart, from Dartmoor 
National Park officers, from the 
riparian owners and from the 
police at Ashburton. 

2. In the same week that I 
had approached the riparian own­ 
ers about an extension to the sea­ 
son for the Dartmeet section a 
group of four paddlers openly 
pirated that section. We will not 
now have the hoped for exten­ 
sion for this season. 

3. During regular checks by the 
LAO and RAO almost half of the 
paddlers on the loop have been 
found to be canoeing without 

Dear Focus 
The following is a translated copy of a letter 
sent to my Company from the Association 
Durance Eau Vive which is the development 
agency for the Southern French Alps. Although 
I have a commercial interest in this area my 
main concern is as a canoeist who has had 
many enjoyable years paddling the Durance 
and its tributaries. Please note the concern over 
white water activities. 

All we have to do to comply with local access 
agreements is to read the notice board set up 
at most of the access points on many of the rivers 
in that area. No canoeing before 9am, off the river 
by 6pm. This seems a very reasonable request, 
considering many of the unreasonable access 
agreements we have in our country. 

"During 1993, The southern Alps Development 
Agency is undertaking a study of clientele in order 
to appreciate the economic impact of white 
water activities on the Durance and to better 

consent, contrary to the terms 
of our agreement. 

There are times when I think 
that canoeists are their own worst 
enemies, as iliustrated by these 
cases. Fortunately, an increasing 
number of people are becoming 
aware of the threat to their sport 
from such cases and are acting 
on it themselves. I would partic­ 
ularly want to thank those paddlers 
who confronted the idiots 
described in (1) above, and who 
phoned me to warn me of the 
likely complaints from the ripar­ 
ian owners. 
Adam Box, Regional 
Access Officer, ~ 

Devon and . ~1 
Cornwall. 

understand the tourist clientele. 
This framework has led us to meet with the 

various users of the river and significantly with 
the fishermen. 

You are doubtless aware that the latter group 
do not always react well when faced with the 
development of white water sports. 

Today the findings of the study indicate that 
the problem is essentially linked to the behav­ 
iour of sportspeople in that the hours of use are 
not always respected. 

It would seem that the participants of the white 
water sports are not always aware of the mini­ 
mum respect which is to be paid to the other users 
of the river. 

Perhaps you could give your organisation as 
well as your clients a few guidelines on this mat­ 
ter, without, however restricting the pleasure of 
their descent. 

S J Woodward. BCU SI. 

Dear Focus 
On Tuesday 5th October 1993, 
while on our way to paddle the 
River Clyde, (S falls - Crossford) 
we were approached by the 
owner of the Meadow at our 
access point, which is at the lay­ 
by between Crossford and 
Kirkfieldbank. 

The owner, Mr McDermot, 
showed us two sets of tracks left 
by canoeists who had dragged 
their canoes across the meadow 
the day before. Mr McDermot 
went on to explain that the mead­ 
ow contained many wild flowers 

and that was the reason for his 
request that paddlers carried 
their canoes down the path on the 
right hand side of the meadow. 

The request seemed all the 
more reasonable when we dis­ 
covered that the same man reg­ 
ularly cuts down the grass and 
maintains the path, for no other 
reason that we can see but for 
our benefit. 

At no time was access threat­ 
ened, indeed, he was talking at 
the same time about putting ropes 
up along a steep part of the path 
to help us carry our canoes down. 

He also, when the Council raised 
the height of the wall at his field, 
toyed with the idea of fitting a 
stile but rejected this idea because 
it would cause us (canoeists) too 
much trouble, so instead he 
moved the gate posts out so we 
can get in past his locked gate. 

These are just a few of the 
things he has done for our ben­ 
efit so come on, do your body a 
favour and carry your canoe 
down the path to the river. 

Sean Harkin - ~ 
Monklands ~1 
Canoe Club 
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egional round up 
!Vice-Chair's Chatj 

·Accelerating Expansion' 
is the theme for our next 
four years. It is also the title 
of the BCU Development 
Plan, which has been wide­ 
ly acclaimed as one of the 
best in British Sport. When 
you study the details of the 
BCU objectives, it is clear 
that the expansion needs 
to be generated at grass 
roots level, vvhere the 
regions operate. This 
means that the regions 
have a major role in accel­ 
erating the BCU expan­ 
sion. 

When vve talk about the 
Regions, vvhat vve really 
mean is all the affiliated 
clubs and individual mem­ 
bers in each region. The 
role of the Regional 
Committee is to get our act 
together. Success is direct­ 
ly proportional to the sup­ 
po rt that clubs and 
individuals give to their 
region and the extent to 
vvhich they become 
involved in regional activ­ 
ities. Let's make 1994 the 
year that regional events 
and activities take off. An 
excellent Nevv Year reso­ 
lution for clubs and regions 
would be to talk regularly 
about the vvay in vvhich 
they can help eachother. 

And finally, a very prac­ 
t i ca I point. When you 
receive communications 
from your region, do 
please reply and reply 
quickly. One dedicated 
regional secretary has 
observed that she has 
written over 200 letters 
and had only 12 replies! 

Charles Hicks 

Eastern 
Discussions with the NRA and 
Broads Authority on licences are pro­ 
gressing; any club with an exist­ 
ing arrangement please keep the 
Regional Committees and BCU 
office informed. The consultation 
period for the management pro­ 
posals for Whitlingham Country 
Park, Norwich, which includes plans 
for a water activities site, runs until 
31 December. 

Free publicity! Remember that the 
Eastern Region Banner and BCU 
signs are available for all events; con­ 
tact Jim Croft or Mike Lewis. 

Winter events include ER Slalom 
Series, Essex Race Series, Norwich 
and Cambridge Hare and Hounds 
(details in Newsletter). 

Judith Fynn 

East Midlands 
Thank you to all who helped others 
enjoy canoeing in 1993. 

To find out who is on your 
Regional Committee and what their 
1994 plans are, make sure you get 
and read your copy of the Regional 
Yearbook. 

Start the New Year with a pad­ 
dle on Sunday 2 January at 10.30am; 
starting point on the telephone infor­ 
mation line 0602 850930. There 
will be a river trip on the first week­ 
end of every month. All welcome. 

Pool Slalom - Saturday 15 
January starting at 6.00pm at 
Bramcote Leisure Centre 
Nottingham. Open to all paddlers. 
Enter on the night. 

Whether you are a Splash of 
Canoeists or a Roll of Canoeists, 
Happy Christmas and see you pad­ 
dling in 1994. 

Ann Hart 

London & 
South East 
The AGM in November saw the 
retirement of Brin Hughes as 
Regional Chairman. Brin was one 
of the small group of paddlers that 
first met to set up the Region in 
1980. He became chairman in 1983 
and, despite several attempts to 
resign, (fiercely resisted by the 
committee), he occupied the post for 
1 0 years: from those heady days in 
the 1980s when we actually had a 
full time regional development offi­ 
cer, to the much more restricted 
financial climate of recent years. 
He also represented the Region 
on the English Affairs Committee, 
which he chaired for several years. 
Paddlers in London & South East 
owe him an enormous debt and 
we all wish him well for the future. 

Chris Childs 

North 
The list of officers for 1993/94 will° 
be in the next Northern Paddler; 
alternatively contact David Pope. 
Many thanks to all who have helped 
with regional activities; organisers, 
paddlers and supporters, especially 
for slaloms, the Tyne Tour and the 
Durham Raft-up. We look forward 
to continuing support in 1994 which 
will see the start of events at the Tees 
Barrage. 

Will organisers of 1994 events, 
courses, tours and competitons 
please forward dates ASAP to Dave 
Pope or myself. As your Regional 
Editor may I say a big thank you to 
ALL of you for your help and support; 
please keep the information coming. 

Mary Armstrong 

North West 
An excellent season - a good 
Regional meet at Holme Pierrepont 
in May; we have booked the same 
weekend for 1994 (May 28-30). 
60 North West canoeists supported 
the World Triathlon Championships 
at Rivington by providing safety 
cover. 

The Coaching Calendar has 
been successfully completed - look 
out for your new one in the next few 
weeks, contact your LCO. 

Roy Hitchings 

South 
Congratulations to RLP, Basingstoke 
Canal, Banbury and Pangbourne 
Canoe Clubs who finished 3rd equal, 
8th, 11th equal and 15th respectively 
in the September Hasler Finals at 
Evesham. The Region finished 3rd 
out of nine. 

On Sundays 9, 16, 23 and 30 
January 1994 Eyot Boat Club have 
again kindly agreed to host our 
Regional Hare & Hounds training 
races on the Thames at Henley 
(contact Charles Hicks, 0252 
850657). All welcome - check-in time 
from 1 0am, first start about 10.30am. 
Cost u2 per seat (proceeds assist 
SR competitive canoeists with grant 
aid). 

A varied programme of Southern 
Region recreational events is planned 
for 1994. Details will be published 
soon in a Regional Newsletter to 
clubs. 

Charles Hicks 

South West 
By the time you read this the 
Regional AGM will have passed 
and there may have been some 
changes on your Regional 
Committee. I invite you to consider 
for a moment the great deal of work 
that individuals throughout the Union 
do on your behalf. The Union 

employs very few full time work­ 
ers, and most of these are based at 
the BCU office in Nottingham. 
Thanks are due to the members 
who are prepared to freely give up 
their spare time to provide the struc­ 
ture that the sport of canoeing 
requires. The members of Regional 
and National Committees, the 
Coaching Officers and Panels, the 
Access Officers, the Event 
Organisers and all who work at a 
local level to provide the club struc­ 
ture. Please give them your support 
in the coming year. 

Dennis Walls 

West 
Midlands 
All paddling sections of the West 
Midlands have enjoyed a successful 
year. The competition paddlers 
have excelled across the area with 
many new names entering the rolls 
of honour. The Solihull 60 kilome­ 
tre doubled last year's field and 
proved a smashing success! 
Recreational paddling proved as 
ever popular, with assorted tours tak­ 
ing place on most grades of water. 
The Pershore Camp Weekend and 
the Anglesey Sea weekend are 
worth special mention. 

A new Regional River Guide 
will shortly be obtainable from Mike 
Nicholls. Tel: 021 360 2136. Look out 
for the 1994 Regional Handbook 
early in the New Year. The Chairman 
and Committee send seasonal 
greetings to all canoeists and kayak­ 
ists and to look forward to more 
paddles together in the New Year. 

Rosemary Preece 

Yorkshire & 
Humberside 
The last twelve months have been 
a time of slowly building on the 
successes of previous years; to 
maintain this work we do need will­ 
ing volunteers. Have you a hidden 
talent that will benefit canoeing? 
Please contact me, your Regional 
Chairman, on 0756 753101. 

October 93 saw the launch by the 
NRA, of the Calder and Derwent 
River Catchment Plans. It is vital­ 
ly important that we respond in 
detail to these plans to register 
canoeing as a significant activity 
that needs a say in their future 
management. Norman Taylor, Vice 
Chairman, is again coordinating 
the regional responses. Would you 
ensure that he receives your com­ 
ments and information on past 
canoeing activities on these ~ 
rivers, on 0532 737393. ~ 

Mike Twiggs •••• 
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The National Mountain Centre 
Our 1994 programme is more 

comprehensive than ever before. 

White Water Kayak 
Sea Kayak 

White Water Canoe 

BCU Award or personal 
improvement. Call for our brochure. 
Plas y Brenin, The National Mountain Centre, 

Capel Curig, Gwynedd, LL24 0ET. 

Telephone: 06904 384/366 

Demo sets available 
using Lendal tubes 

Tel:0923 4B4824 & 

h------------------------------, To: Cotswold, Broadway Linc, South Cerney, Circnccstcr, Gloucestershire. Gl7 5UQ. Tel: 0285 860612 
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OPEN 
SEVEN 
DAYS A 
WEEK Tel & Fax 

0705 467334 

Oo/olNTEREST 
ON ALL PAYMENTS OVER £300 PART EXCHANGE CONSIDERED 

Personal callers welcome 
EUROPE'S LEADING WETSUIT CENTRE 

BARGAIN BARGAIN 
WETSUITS TO CLEAR 

Sola Long Johns Now 
£39.95 £29.95 

Sola Eclipse Performance Now 
Long Johns Back Zip £69.95 £49.95 

Typhoon 
Typhoon Long John & Bolero 

£125 £79.95 COMPLETE PACK 

PADDLES 
From Andrew Ainsworth Designs 

Top quality paddles at affordable prices. 

K70 
K90 
KI00/1 
KI00/2 
Kl00/4 
CI00/1 
Cl00/2 
Kl06/2 

ABS flat blade 
RIM flat blade 
All round, curved rim 
As Kl 00/ I, with blade graphics 
As KI 00/2, with alloy edge 
RIM Canadian paddle 
As CI00/1, with blade graphics 
Asymetric racing rim blade 

OW 

£23.05 
£38.59 
£49.60 
£57.75 
£78.75 
£25.00 
£21.00 
£63.00 

Kayak paddles available in sizes 180. 220cm please state 
left or right handed. 
Canadian paddles sold uncut, 165cm long (trim to required 
length). 

SURF CHECK LINE 
0839 337760 
WETSUIT SIZE CHART 

MEN HEIGHT CHEST WAIST 
SMALL 5'4'-5'6' 34'-36" 27'-29' 
MED SMALL 5'6'-5'8' 36'-38' 29'-31' 
MEDIUM 5'8'-5'-10' 38'-40' 31'-33' 
MEDIUM TALL 5'11"-6'0' 38'-40' 31'-33' 
MED LARGE 5'10"-6'0" 40"-42" 33•.35• 
LARGE 6'0"-6'2" 42"-44' 35•.37• 
EX LARGE 6'2'-6'4' 44'-46" 37•.39• 

WOMEN 
UK10 EX SMALL 5'5'-5'6' 32'-34' 24'-26' 
UK12 SMALL 5'6'-5'7" 34'-36' 26'-28' 
UK12/14 5'7"-5'8" 34'-36' 26'-28' 
UK14 MEDIUM 5'7"-5'8" 36"-38" 28'-30' 
UK15 MED LARGE 5'7"-5'8" 37"-39" 29'-31' 

SPECIAL OFFER 

Shore 4mm Blind 
Stitched Steamer Boots 
Shore Arctic 5mm 
Blind Stitched Steamer Boots 
With Zip 

STARTER PACK 

• Falchion general purpose kayak 
eABSPaddle 
• Standard adjustable spraydeck 
ecag 
• Buoyancy Aid 

WAVE SKIS 

RAIDER 
The Cruiser 710", 8'4", 8'/0" 
Ideal for beginners and recreational use 
The Wedge 6'8", 71", 76' 
Performance sld for intermediates 
The Legend 75" 
Top intermediate ski 
The Pro 70", 72', 74" 
Competition ski - ideal for radical turns 
The Ocean Rocket 73', 76", 79" 
Advanced, fast ski - ideal for Euro conditions 

DIRTY HABITS 
AV70 6'10" 

NORTHNEY MARINA 
HAYLING ISLAND 

HAMPSHIRE 
PO11 0NH 

All round ski, ideal for ladies and juniors 
AV90 72' 
RecreationaJ ski for adults 
Surf rider ffO" 
Superb for heavier recreational skiers 
XP75 & XP95 70", 74" 
Performance skis - intermediate through to advanced 
Ripski 73' 
Extreme, radical design 

Accessories 
Da Kine Paddle Leash 
Ocean & Earth Stretch Cover> 76", 8'0" 
Balin Scat Pads 
Paddle Edging 
Thruster Fin Set 
Adjustable Double Foot Strap 
Seatbelt 

£19.95 

£24.95 

£ 337.25 

£ 337.25 

£368.00 

£ 379.00 

£ 345.00 

£ 355.00 

£ 365.00 

£ 375.00 

£ 395.00 

£14.99 
£ 27.99 
£ 12.99 
£ 3.99 
£ 14.99 
£ 18.99 
£ 18.99 

CAGS AND CLOTHING 

Spray tops from 
Palm centre cag heavy duty 
Palm Rodeo cag soft-feel tactel 
Palm dry cag 
Palm double seal dry cag 
Hyperdrive cag 
Yak fleece top 
Yak breathable dry cag 

HELMETS 

Protec Small, Medium & Large 
AP2000 One size, adjustable cradle 

BUOYANCY AIDS 

All of our buoyancy aids are BCU approved and comply 
with the new European specifications and carry the C.E. 
mark of approval. 

ONLY £299.00 Yak XO 
Simple, well cut, general purpose buoyancy aid, 
bright orange and yellow. 
Yak Slalom 
Cut for maximum ease of movement. Snug fit 
obtained by two side adjusters. Red or yellow. 

£ 337.25 Yak XF 
Similar in cut to XO. Features one pocket on the 
front. Lavender colour with red and yellow flashes. 
Yak XE 
For serious expeditions, white water or instructors. 
Features higher buoyancy, two front pockets, one 
back pocket and quick release chest harness. 
Palm Rodeo 
Slalom style cut buoyancy aid with front zip and 
chest belt. Suitable for whitewater use, rodeos 
playboating etc. 

KAYAKS 

AA SEAL OF APPROVAL 

PYRANHA 
Stunt bat From £399 

Magic Bat From £399 

Master 

DAGGER 
Crossfire 

Freefall LT 

MEGA 
Jester Pro 

Juggler 

~Enigma 

£19.95 
£35.95 
£54.99 
£62.95 
£84.95 
£61.99 
£28.99 
£95.99 

£ 29.95 
£ 22.95 

£ 39.95 

£ 39.95 

£ 43.95 

£ 99.95 

£57.99 

From£399 

From £440 

From £475 

From £399 

From £299 

From£349 

MAIL ORDER HOTLINE 0705 467334 2 MAJOR STORES ON NEXT DAV DELIVERY THE SOUTH COAST 
Personal callers welcome 

MAIL ORDER 
Shore Boards, 20 Shore Road 
East Wittering, Chichester 
West Sussex PO20 BDZ 

FAX ORDER 
0243 673759 

TEL ORDER HOTLINE 
0243 672315 

~----------------- =al~ 

NEXT DAY DELIVERY 
Phone today & receive the goods tomorrow 

Order in safety to an approved Mail order company. If you are not completely satisfied 
with the goods return unused within 14 days for full refund 
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ook & video review 
reviews by Kevin Danforth 

White Water Kayaking : River Skills 
Price £14.99 
Rapid Productions 

Produced by two 
coaching scheme 
members and a cam- 

eraman/director in the 
Northern Region this is an 
attempt to provide paddlers 
with an insight into running 
white water rivers. It is 
pitched at paddlers · who 
have got the hang of basic 
strokes and are looking to 
progress to white water. Shot 
in North-umberland and 
Scotland the vid is profes­ 
sionally produced and of 
good technical quality. I 
found some of the content 
questionable: The opening 
sequence of the presenter 
being rescued from a lumpy 
swim and looking a bit cold 
and emotional during his 

preamble would not be my 
choice of opening footage if 
I wanted to encourage par­ 
ticipation in whitewater. 
Other wrinkles include non­ 
standard river signals and 
some odd emphasis and ter­ 
minology .. I found it difficult 
to understand why the pad­ 
dlers avoided teaching some 
obvious easy ways of stay­ 
ing upright and getting their 
novice charges to relax and 
smile. Despite these criti­ 
cisms the work is a laudable 
effort and would cause fruit­ 
ful discussion on paddling 
courses. Some good points: 
real beginners with real prob­ 
lems, natural rivers with rock 
and tree hazards and a 
woman leading the team 

Alone at Sea 
Dr Hannes Lindemann 

This is a new edition of a tale which needs telling 
again to a younger generation. One of the clas­ 
sic seafaring voyages of all time, Lindemann's 

solo crossings of the Atlantic are presented in this 
new edition with colour 
photographs. Would you 
canoe from The Canaries to 
the Virgin Island in a fold· 
ing canvass Klepper canoe 
? Once was amazing, twice 
demands a remarkable man, 
prepared to journey farther 
into himself than most men 
dare and in the name of 
medical science. In his own 
words 'I wish tor the read­ 
er to be able to sense that 
this book deals with honest 
adventures which were 
accomplished without the 
help of others. An inspira­ 
tional work you must read 
: where are the hatches to 
my sea-double ? 

LATE NEWS 
Back in stock with BCU Supplies, Canoeing by 
the American Red Cross. Previously reviewed, 
this book is worth mentioning as it is consid­ 
ered by most Open Canoe Paddlers to be their 
Bible. Price £9.99 

down rapids. Good try by 
two coaching scheme mem­ 
bers and worth a look. 

The Big 
Drops 
Roderick Nash 
Price £8.95 

This book is a personal 
guide to the writers expe­ 
rience of ten legendary 

rapids of the American West. 
Although written from the stand­ 
point of rowing boats and rafts 
there is much whitewater pad­ 
dlers will identify with here. Rod 
covers the history, myths, leg­ 
ends and fact of big water runs on 
a number of classics including 
the Colorado, the Rogue, the 
Green and the Tuolomne in an 
accessible style. A right riveting 
read and a great stocking filler for 
anyone heading way out west. 

Canoe Ability 
Length 12 Minutes 
Price £12.99 

Looking for something 
different - looking for a 
good use to put that 

Coaching qualification too? Then 
consider CANOE ABILITY. 

Funded by a grant from the 
Sports Council, this film follows a 
group of paddlers from the 
Yorkshire and Humberside Region 
and the Federation of Disability 
Sports Organisations on a river trip 
down the light whitewater of the 
Calder River. With some short 
sequences filmed in the Pool at 
Ponds Forge, this is a sheer joy 
to watch. With the smiles on 
everyone's faces, it's hard to tell 
who is enjoying our sport more - 
the instructors or the students - per­ 
haps this is the way it should be. 

Available now in Standard 
VHF Format, this video will by 
early November be available with 
subtitles and signs for the hard of 
hearing, with a third version avail­ 
able for the Blind, which we are 
advised will be out before 
Christmas. 

Videos Heads Up 
Length 28 Mins 
Price £19.99 

This is an occasionally 
funny, mostly serious and 
always practical look at 

how paddlers deal with mishaps 
on the river. 

Nasty things can and do hap­ 
pen as we all know, and Heads 
Up! shows those nasty things 
happening. But this is not all 
doom and gloom, instead Heads 
Up! presents a wealth of useful 
techniques for both staying out of 
trouble and getting your buddy out 
of a tight spot. 

With the able help of safety 
gurus Les Bechdel of "River 
Rescue" fame, this film deals 
with strainers (fallen trees) foot and 
body entrapments, undercut 
rocks and panicked victims. 
Sequences demonstrating the 
latest in rescue techniques and 
punctuated by dramatic real life 
situations. 

The American Canoe 
Association said "If you take your 
River Running seriously and 
want some new tools in your 
safety tool box, then don't miss 
Heads Up!" 

{j.noe focus book & video 1,,u.!.1 , -; 



1993 
IIFermanagh district 

Council laid on a wine 
(and cheese & onion 

crisp) reception and the con­ 
ference was opened by the 
Chairman of the council. We 
were then given a talk and slide 
show on the development of the 
canoe trail on Lough Erne. This 
is a Fermanagh Council Project 
which shows a very positive 
commitment to developing 
access and facilities for 
canoeists on the Erne water­ 
ways. Ten sheltered campsites 
with toilet blocks and show­ 
ers have been built at strategic 
points along the canoe trail - 
which will be available free to 
canoeists on trips in this very 
beautiful area of Northern 
Ireland. Keys for these ameni­ 
ties will be available from the 
Canoe Centre. 

After this the wine flowed freely 
as did the crack - and by 2.00am 
the problems of GANI, the BCU 
and the World in general were 
solved - so we all retired! 

Saturday Morning 
Saturday morning dawned bright 
and calm and saw the confer­ 
ence members taking en mass to 
any and every open canoe avail­ 
able. For many it was a chance to 
experience solo paddling and to 
learn some of the relevant skills. 

The Hon-President of GANI 
- veteran kayaker Stanley 
Littlewood stepped into an open 
canoe for the very first time and 
was instantly hooked. Meanwhile 
Clare Medland, Chairman of Gani 
Council, succeeded in performing 
a forward loop in an aquatic bicy­ 
cle on flat water! 

After lunch Davy Maxwell (BCU 
FC) gave us a practical talk on 
canoe sailing for the lay paddler. 
The principles of centres of efforts 
and lateral resistance became 
clear as the paper sails, dagger 
boards and canoe drifted around 
the flip chart. 

The rest of the afternoon was 
spent squirting, slaloming and 
swimming with K- boats. Again this 
proved to be a valuable session 
with participants gaining experi­ 
ence in the new branch of canoe 
sport in squirting and the much 
neglected areas of k-boat racing 
and slalom. 

On Saturday evening we trav­ 
elled to the French Alps and East 
Greenland. 

The former gave an insight 
into costs access and the avail­ 
ability of lower and medium grade 
water - which can make Alpine 
paddling available to many more 
than just the extreme WW adren­ 
alin junkie. 

Jim Shields then gave a superb 
lecture and slide show on the N.I 
East Greenland Expedition this 
summer. His humourous style of 
presentation and the quality of 
slides ensured that this was one 
of the best lectures we have had 
at a conference. 

Jim also gave us a lot of insight 
into the lifestyle and traditions of 
the East Greenland Inuit people 
which was fascinating and not 
unlike some of the habits of pad­ 
dlers over here! 

Sunday Morning 
Sunday morning dawned even 
brighter and calmer than Saturday 
- which was a shame as we 
weren't going paddling. Instead we 
locked ourselves in the briefing 
room and thrashed through rele­ 
vant coaching issues. 

The session kicked off with 
an outline of the recent develop­ 
ments that the coaching panel 
had been implementing over the 
last year - and the chance for 
participants to feedback their 
views/ideas on some of the 
changes and plans. 

There was also some discus­ 
sion on next years conference. The 
following points were noted: 

It was felt that February might 
be a better time to run the 
Conference as there are less 
other paddling events happen­ 
ing at that time. 

Idea 
Some ideas for topics for the 
Conference were also put for- 

ward: River and Sea Safety and 
Rescue, Equipment Forum, Open 
Canoeing, Membership benefits, 
improving our service, Car boot 
canoe sales, Regulation/accred­ 
itation of centres. 

The conference then went 
on to look at first aid and 
lifesaving requirements for 
coaching qualifications. A lot of 
discussion surrounded this and 
the following points were 
generally agreed upon. 

There should be a greater 
level of First Aid required for 
coaching awards. However this 
should be a short, concise (6hrs 
approx), water related course - 
as many standard courses pass 
over important areas for canoeists. 

Canoe Safety and rescue tests 
should be maintained for coach­ 
ing awards but duplication of res­ 
cues should be avoided in training 
and assessment courses. 

For bank instruction and pool 
work l~esaving skills are important. 

Some consideration could be 
given to turbulent water rescue 
skills in the rescue tests i.e sea, 
surf and white water as tech­ 
niques are altered. 

It was also noted that there is 
a public and media perception 
that watersport instructors should 
have lifesaving ability. 

CANI Pool Award 
Finally we spent some time look­ 
ing at the development of GANI 
Pool Awards. Two groups looked 
at this and came up with quite a 
different scheme. However both 

agreed that the emphasis should 
be on fun and participation. 

One group looked at a scheme 
under the titles of drown proofing, 
boat control and confidence in 
and under the water. They came 
up with three levels of achievement 
based on these titles. 

One group looked at making 
use of pool slalom, polo and pool 
rodeo to develop star test type skills 
with achievement levels based 
on the ability to participate rather 
than assessing pure skills. 

Keith Fitszimmons agreed to 
chair a working group comprising 
a couple of folk from each group 
to come up with a format to be pre­ 
sented to the next conference in 
February. A number of club reps 
agreed to go and experiment with 
these ideas over the winter. 

Stanley Littlewood then 
presided over the prize draw 
for items kindly donated by 
Palm Canoe Products and the 
Share Centre. 

Finally Stanley closed the 
Conference by thanking the organ­ 
isers, participants and those who 
gave such stimulating talks and 
congratulating GANI on such a suc­ 
cessful weekend. 

The organisers wish to thank 
the following for their spon­ 
sorship and assistance in mak­ 
ing the Conference such a 
success: Fermanagh District 
Council Lakeland Canoe Centre 
and their Staff Palm 
Canoe Products Ltd~ 
Share Centre, Lisnaskea . ~ ~ 
Tollymore - The N.I 
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UK Canoeing Fatalities 1989-1992 
Compiled by Pam Peatroy and Paul Kilham 

Total. No of Fatalities 1989-1992 = 26 
This chart shows the total number of fatalities per year in the 
UK from 1989-1992. It is difficult to make general state­ 
ments or to observe patterns/trends, as the information 
available to us is not consistent. We have based our infor­ 
mation on various news articles sent to us via the press cut­ 
tings service. 

The following are points and issues raised from reading 
through those reports and are highlighted here to remind us 
all of the due care and attention needed regardless of what 
or where we paddle. Four fatalities occurred to people pad­ 
dling alone, two of whom were very experienced paddlers. 
Seven fatalities occurred to people paddling in groups of only 
two. Six people died as a result of shooting/dropping over a 
weir. Seven on grade IV water, nine on 0-1 grade, three at sea 
and 1 resulting from excessive alcohol. As in previous 
years, the lack of Buoyancy Aids was prevalent in eight of the 
fatalities, seven of whom were inexperienced paddlers - 
information about swimming ability is not available in all cases. 
Information about the paddling experience of all fatalities is 
also incomplete, but it would appear that there is correlation 
between inexperience and buoyancy aids not being worn. 

1989 4 FATALITIES 
4on Rivers 
R. ltchen: Male (8) playing on 
river unsupervised with 2 friends, 
open canoe capsized, no buoy­ 
ancy aid worn. 
South Tyne: Male (32) paddling 
gorge section alone, water level 
high, S.I fully equipped, reason 
unknown. 
R. Calder: Male (28) capsized on 
weir, recirculated in stopper 
R. Thames: Male (24) disap­ 
peared while canoeing alone, 
found drowned, no buoyancy 
aid worn. 

1990 5 FATALITIES 
4on Rivers 
R.Conwy: Male (42) capsized 
after shooting weir then swept 
over main falls originally on pur­ 
suit of "lost" boat. 

A.Severn: Male (21) capsized & 
went to bank. Went back into 
water to retrieve paddle. Drowned. 
No buoyancy aid. 
R.Esk: Male (17) hired boat, 
capsized on top of salmon leap. 
Swept over weir, recirculated in 
stopper, drowned. 
R.Findhorn: Female (24) cap­ 
sized in gorge section and trapped 
by undercut boulder. 
1 on Sea: At Christchurch Male 
(38) died of heart attack after com­ 
ing ashore during canoe race. 

1991 10 FATALITIES 
6 on Rivers 
R. Leny: Male (15) got into dif­ 
ficulty above Falls of Leny, swept 
down falls. 
R. Coquet: Father (35) and Son 
(14) capsized on weir, recirculated 
in stopper and both drowned. 

To try and learn something from these fatalities we should 
emphasize the following: 
a. Those who paddle alone, in difficult or unfamiliar situations, 

are seriously increasing the risks involved. 
b. Always wear a closely fitting buoyancy aid on white water. This 

reduces the risk of snagging on tree branches. 
c. Take care when trying to retrieve "lost'' equipment. Three deaths 

occurred when paddlers were trying to retrieve boats or 
paddles. 

d. Never bow to peer group pressure, get to know your limita­ 
tions. 

e. Check suitability of equipment. Footrests and additional 
buoyancy are essential for shooting weirs and white water pad­ 
dling. 

f. Don't become complacent! Accidents happen on all grades 
of water from I - V. Don't assume you are safe just because 
you know the river! Take extra care when running rivers at dif­ 
ferent levels from its usual state, be it high or low. 

g. Always be aware/on the look out for other paddlers in your 
group. Canoeing is only as safe as we make it. 

No spraydecks worn. 
R. Wye: Male (15) capsized and 
drowned, no buoyancy aid worn. 
R. Cherwell: Male (40) cap­ 
sized open canoe and drowned. 
Excessive alcohol. 
R Wharfe: Male (23) not in boat, 
washed over Linton Falls attempt­ 
ing to retrieve abandoned kayak. 
Water level high. 
2on Lakes 
Lough Neagh: Male (23) cap­ 
sized in deep inlet, drowned, no 
buoyancy aid worn. 
Bala Lake: Male (70) canoe 
sailing, capsized, heart attack. 
1 on Holme Pierrepont Regatta 
Site: Male (44), K2 swamped, 
capsized, drowned. No buoy­ 
ancy aid, no spraydecks. 
1 at Sea: Male (26) found dead, 
still in capsized Kayak in Menai 
Straits. 

1992 7 FATALITIES 
Son Rivers 
A.Lune: Female (32) Open 
Canoe capsized, eventually 
washed under trees where buoy­ 
ancy aid hooked onto branch. 
Woman drowned. 
R.Nene: Male (33) and Male 
(29) swept over weir and 
drowned. Both in "home made" 
kayaks. 
R. Arun: Male (13) capsized 
and became trapped under con­ 
crete bridge. Water level high. 
R. Ogwen: Male (26) capsized 
in very high water, trapped under 
tree, drowned. 
1 on Loch Linnhe: Female (27) 
paddling alone, body found 
washed ashore. 
1 at Bitches: Male (22) pre­ 
sumed capsizede. Body retrieved 
by lifeboat. 

Our first priority is to standardise the information received. We 
can then plot any trends that may emerge. If we are to learn any­ 
thing at all from these fatalities, then co-operation is required from 
all involved. We also believe there is an urgent need to educate 
the general public regarding the wearing of life jackets or buoy­ 
ancy aids when on the water. The lack of buoyancy aids by 
inexperienced paddlers is the only common trend to be plotted over 
the past ten years. Inexperienced paddlers introduced to canoe­ 
ing through the BCU should already be aware of the necessity to 
wear buoyancy aids. A Plea To All Members! We are currently col­ 
lecting information on canoeing accidents and near misses, in an 
attempt to produce a bi-annual report on canoeing fatalities 
1993-94. The report will take a similar format to that of the 
American Task Force reports. If you have had any fatalities or near 
misses for that period, then please let us have a short report. The 
purpose of the publication is to improve the safety of the sport by 
sharing the experiences of those fatalities or near misses so that 
we can all learn from them. It is not our intention to point the fin­ 
ger of blame at anybody and confidentially will be guaranteed for 
those who wish to seek it. Please forward your contributions to: 

Pam Peatroy & Paul Kil ham, 2590 Lad broke Grove, London, W10 6HF. 

{jnoefocus fatalities /"'/!.'' ,'J 



FIVE OAK GREEN, NR TONBRIDGE, KENT 
Tel: 0892 832128 

LARGEST SHOWROOM IN KENT 
BARN FULL OF CANOES AND KAYAKS .,...,,... .....,,. ... ~ I ~ D•"'' 

1'""-~·~ ~ 
MAIL ORDER 

Sale Now On. Open Sundays 11.30-2pm 

Advertisers 
Please note the last date 
for receiving advertising 
material for the February 

issue is 4th January. 
For More Information Please 

Contact Sandra Smart 
on 0480 496130 

JERSEY CANOE CLUB 
Second Sea Kayaking Symposium 

27th May - 3rd June 1994 

Lecturers From A Variety of European Countries 

Practical Sessions, Informative Lectures & Guided 
Paddles in Local Waters, Full Social Programme & 

Activities for the Family 

Details From... Kevin Mansell, 177 Quennevais Park, 
St. Brelade, Jersey JE3 SGD 
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~ ~ .. .S- 
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THOMAS'S WEIND 
GARSTANG, LANCS 

No. t IN THE NORTH WEST FOR OVER 20 YEARS 

VISA ACCESS 
TEL: 099S 602114 
FAX: 099S 601404 

,a - 
TEL, 0639 711068 TEL, 0269 69~726 

~ 

RIIIL ()R!)ER ~ 
CONTACT MIKE JENKINS 

THE CENTRE FOR PADDLESPORTS 
ANAL BANK, RESOLVEN 

EATH WEST GLAMORGAN SAU -4DP 
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PYRANHAPROSPECTOR 
Tradition and Style 
PROSPECTORS come in all 
shapes and sizes: It has, like 
many canoes, evolved over 
many years. So I was quite 
keen to see what Pyranha 
had produced. 

At first glance the boat is a 
well made, traditional looking 
boat. The classic lines have 
been retained and the charac­ 
ter of the original boats not lost. 
This may be due to the fact 
that Pyranha have based their 
design on a wood strip 
PROSPECTOR that they import­ 
ed from Canada. Consiquently 

there is no keel, as you have on 
some versions, and the free­ 
board appears quite small, this 
does mean the crash and bash 
merchants may not like this 
boat. The purist will love it. 

A closer inspection reveals 
that Pyranha have certainly got 
to grips with Royalex. A quike 
look straight down the keel line 
shows a classic crossection. 
The slight tumbelhome curves, 
effortlessly, into the bildge which 
blends, seamlessly, into a gen­ 
tly curved hull. I have to admit 
I had expected to see a flat hull 
ready to oilcan at the first chance, 
but I was more than happy to be 
disappointed. The hull is symet­ 
rical with about three inches of 
rocker. The full bilges mean 
that when paddled on its side the 
rocker is increased. This isn't as 

hard as it sounds as this boat has 
good secondary stability and 
is "solid" when keeled over, this 
also lowers the gunnel even 
more and allows for low and 
relaxed style. 

Enough looking, what does 
it paddle like? The hull hardly flex­ 
es in the water and gives a con­ 
sistant performance. Consistantty 
good, that is. The gentle rock­ 
er ensures that the boat has 
plenty of directional stability yet 
is manoverable, this is partial­ 
ly due to the curved crossection. 
In moving water it performs 
well: here the slight rocker is an 
advantage as it reduces the 
need to trim the boat exces­ 
sivly. The bow and stem provide 
little windage but provide enough 
height to prevent small waves 
splashing into the boat. 

Pryranha have produced a 
great open canoe that comple­ 
ments the Traveller. The 
PROSPECTOR is a definite 
step up-market and should pro­ 
vide good competition for the 
other boats in its class. It is a real 
pleasure to paddle and any­ 
one who enjoys good classic 
design should try one. I'm sure 
you will start seeing them on the 
water very shortly. Paddle over 
and ask for a go. Just remem­ 
ber the owner will ask for it 
back and you'll have to ask the 
next person down for a sec­ 
ond go. You'll probably 
want one. 

Loel Collins 
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DAGGER FREEFALL LT 
Air Time in a Purple Slipper 
There is no getting away from 
it, I definitely am a long boat 
paddler, so when I was asked 
test the Freefall LT I cringed 
a little and wondered how I 
was going to manage to put 
all my prejudices aside, and 
write an objective review. I 
need not have worried, the 
boat took care of it all. 

To look at, the LT looks 
appears identical to its bigger 
brother. On closer inspection, 
with two boats side by side one 
can see where the changes 
have been made. The back 
end is smaller with less volume, 
the front end has a slight reduc- 

!ion in volume and the 'arabi­ 
an slipper' nose has been 
toned down to a slight upturn 
at the bow. 

But what does it do on the 
water? Well to look at I expect­ 
ed a sluggish heavy beast with 
very little flair or panache, how 
wrong could I have been? 

On the water the LT excelled 
beyond my furthest expecta­ 
tions. Obviously manouverability 
is one of its strongest charac­ 
teristics, spinning on a sixpence, 
yet in a straight line she runs well 
with none of the usual direc­ 
tional twitches common to this 
type of boat. Quick off the mark 
and relatively fast to accelerate, 
the boat holds its forward speed 
well through the lumpy stuff, 
often critical when approach­ 
ing awkward drops through bro­ 
ken turbulent water. This must 
be attributed to its unique bow 
profile and water-shedding bow. 

The boat trims well allowing 
the centre of turning to be moved 
forward and back with little effort. 
The usual sitting position of 

Dagger's is continued on this 
boat giving a high degree of 
comfort and maximum effec­ 
tiveness of edging. The craft 
holds an edge well being very 
stable (even when cocked right 
over on its side) and giving a 
good degree of control in tight 
technical water. 

My biggest surprise was just 
how well the boat responded to 
reverse edging, or edging the 
boat to the outside of the turn. 
It was remarkably easy to stem­ 
dip the boat on fast turns - 
amazing for a boat that size 
and a paddler of 11 stone. The 
LT is very stable in the air, does 
not go deep on drops and sur­ 
faces quickly after drops, 
although its name rather sug­ 
gests it would perform well on 
these areas. 

Due to its responsiveness 
the boat is also very satisfying 
to play in. Though its design 
limits the extent to which one can 
perform, it will still surf well and 
pull enders with the right 
hydraulics around. 

Blessed with the usual safe­ 
ty features one has come to 
expect from Dagger including 
broach loops, the craft is pro­ 
duced at a very high standard. 
There is ample space for stow­ 
ing equipment for trips at the rear 
end and a smaller area behind 
the footrest at the bow. With a 
large range of colours avail­ 
able and good graphics the 
boat is visually very attractive. 

All in all, an excellent boat 
with lot more to offer than just 
drops. Highly manouverable, a 
fine example of modern boat 
design, and with a free drinks bot­ 
tle what more could one want? 
A backrest with the boat would 
be a nice finishing touch. 

Test Pilot: BOB~ 
TIMMS 

Available From 

Palm Canoes, 

Bristol 
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AVONCRAFT NORTH 

CARLISLE CANOES 
EVERYTHING FOR THE CANOEIST 
FROM BEGINNERS TO ADVANCED 

WHITEWATER 
OPEN CANADIAN CANOES IN STOCK 

GRUMMAN, INKAS, 
DAGGER OLD TOWN, COLEMAN 

KAYAKS IN STOCK 
PRIJON (THE FULL RANGE), PERCEPTION, DAGGER, 
ACE, IMPULSE PLUS FULL RANGE OF ACCESSORIES 

MAIL ORDER 
VISA - CARLISLE CANOES, 41 WIGTON ROAD, 

CARLISLE, CUMBRIA CA2 7AX 
TEL. (0228) 31703 

COLLYER-SMITH MARINE 
End of Season PRICE BEATERS 

I 

ALL THE MAJOR NAMES 
GAYBO/PERCEPTION 
A.C.E., COLEMAN 

OLD TOWN, WILDWATER, OTTERSPORTS 

Plus our own range of Kayel kits and 
G.R.P. Canoes and Kayaks. 

Granta," Kayel and Typly are registered trademarks 

~" 

980ATS LIMITED Ramsey Huntingdon Combs PE17 lEZ. Tel: (0487) 813777 

PERCEPTION 
Dancer 
Dancer XT 
Corsica S 
Pirouette 
Pirouette S 
Spectrum 
Kiwi 
Kiwi2 

~ £299 
~ £319 
'Nl.Q £339 
'N-1.Q £339 
"N.tQ £339 
~ £289 
~ £180 
~ £265 

61 Magdalen Street, 
Colchester 

Tel: 0206 797833 

ACE 
Europa Basic 
Ml 380 GP 
Ml 415 Tourer 
Voyager445 
Explorer Twin 

hBQ £185 
~ £259 
~ £225 
~ £225 
~ £299 

ACCESSORIES 
Paddles, Cags, Spraydecks, 
Helmets, Buoyancy Aids, 
Wetsuits, Drysuits. 

Our activities include Canoeing (flat and white 
water), Caving, Climbing, Abseiling, Orienteering 
etc. Also catered for are Leadership/Teambuildingt 
Management Development courses, plus train­ 
ing for a range of competitive events such as 
Ten Tors. 

Open and available for bookings all year round, 
'If 

Wydemeet, Hexworthy, Yelverton, 1!} 
Devon PL20 6SF. Tel: 03643 215 '~ 

FOR EITHER 

SEX 
QJ:? ~(-1.~D 

wetsuits 
AT UNBEATABLE PRICES 
Long John • '1EA~;;~;~rw • .·, · .. 

Also m.ut» to rnt1,1surtJ st•rvwt• 

ACE WATERSPORTSWEAR 
Bt"1('.1~tone Corner. Britannia Rodd 

K,nqsvvood. Bristol BS 1 ':, 2BJ 
Telephone Brostol 10?77' 675065 

DELAPRE BLADES 
MANUFACTURERS OF 

ALL TYPES OF PADDLES FOR 
ALL ASPECTS OF CANOEING 

UNIT 6, STRATHCLYDE BUSINESS CENTRE, 
POTTERY STREET, GREENOCK, PA 15 2UH 

Tel: 0475 743433 
Fax: 0475 745945 
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lassifiecl & directory 
FOR ADVERTISING DETAILS PHONE (0480) 496130 

holidays/courses 

:-;, ,ul lie 11-I Entin nun, 11I :ii 
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l\·p! re 
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BCU APPROVED 
We require the Servioes of a 
Competent and Experiencoo 
B.CU. Senior lnslruclor ( Sea), lo 
lead our Canoeing Team dwing 
1994. Candidates should be com­ 
mitted lo leaching Canoeing on 
the Sea and assisting with the 
development of a programme lo 
suit all abililies. 
The Cantre is prepared lo offer 
suitably experienced Candidates 
en attractive package of Remu­ 
neration together with In-Service 
training in other arees oJ Out­ 
door Education and Youth Work. 

For lurlher details please contact 
Chris on 0702 612770. 

~eControl 

BCU Approved 

Canoe Control Courses 
Beginners to advanced kayak. 

Winter 93-94 
Kayak French Alps. Summer 94 

Details: Stuart Woodward, 
3 Vale Lane, Axminster, Devon 
EX13 5PX. Tel: 0297 33123. 

TRIED TESTED 
TRUSTED 

BCU COURSES - PROF/QENCY. 
INSTRUCTOR & SENIOR INSTRUGOR 

TRAINING & TESTING 
ADVANaD WHrrE WATER COACHING 

AUTUMN SURF & ROCK HOP WEEKENDS 
NEW YEAR WITH A DIFFERENCE 

How much better could your paddling be? 
How much fun con you have in o weekend? 

!rs time to find oot ... 
For a copy ol oo, 93/94 brochun,, pleas, phone« write lo 
Andy 11iddle1on, Twr-y,r.l~ Outdoor Centre, SI. Oo,ids, 
Qyfed, SA62 6QS. Tet 0437 710391. Fax: 0437 721838 

holidays/courses 

Adventures Worldwide 
Canoeing, rafting, trekking, biking, 
skiing, mountaineering. 

Chile, Nepal, Alaska, Canada, Russia, Iran, 
New Zealand, Africa, Iceland, Greenland, 
Europe. Colour brochure 

Peak International 0296 624225 

Canoe USA Mid-West USA camping 
and canoe trips, gentle scenic river trips, 
whitewater available, three beautiful 
unspoilt locations. Vast choice of leisure 
activities off the river. Rafting available. 
Paddle down rivers unchanged for cen­ 
turies. First class riverside camping facil­ 
ities, plenty great fishing. For more info 
contact: 081-464-0729, David Tadman, 
Flat 3, 23 Crescent Rd, Bromley, Kent. 
BR13PN 
French Alps canoe rally 28"5-11/6I94 and 
French Alps whitewater experience 18"6- 
9/7 /94. Special packages available - 
further details: Michael Bruce 01033 
76801995. 

Anglesey, Rhoscolyn 
Group accommodation, up to 36 
in 8 bedrooms. Self or full catering. 
All facilities for year round use. 300 
yards from beach and outstanding 
coast. Ideal base sea tours, surf­ 
ing, over/alls. Camping available. 

Phone: 0407 860469 

accommodation 

Dartmoor. Camping Barn. At Holne 
(O.S. SX06696) close to River dart. 
Showers, toilets, cooking facilities. Cosy 
and cheap. Sleeps 14. tel Katie (03643) 
271 for further details. 
River Dart, Devon, Middle Stoke Farm, 
Haine, Ashburton, TQ13 7SS. B&B, 
comfortable accommodation, good food, 
friendly atmosphere, drying facilities. 
Tel: (03643) 444 
lnchree Chalets & Bunkhouse, Onich, 
Fort William, Inverness-shire, Tel/Fax: 
Onich (08553) 287. Situated in the midst 
of some of the finest white water. Suitable 
all grades. Pub restaurant on site. Less 
access problems. 
Mid Wales - converted barn, 4 miles 
from Upper Wye at Rhayader. Superb 
panoramic views in peaceful setting. 
Ample parking, shower, central heat­ 
ing, big breakfast. Tel: Graham and Sue 
Lewis on 0597-811262. 

equipment/services 

ROGUE ('\('\ 
& rt.u« r 

RIVER-WEAR \ 1,111• c·,,t 111c·11,,·.11 
S P.)I C I AL I ST tl'-111'...' llc'"l'l\'llc' 
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0768 881003 Seals unG~:~::, s;~~~~r:_ ~~o tori Repair or DI Y 

Special Offers/Sea Kayaks. We quite 
often have demonstration kayaks with a 
slight cosmetic fault. Send an SAE for our 
up to date list of Kayaks available. The 
P&H Company, Station Road, West 
Hallam, Derbyshire DE7 6HB. Telephone 
0602 320155. 

HUMPI 
BOARD TROLLEYS 
I Still I~ I thebest .,,,,. _ 
rangeof j I 
Sailboard 
Trolleys THe New , •• a 

CANOE/BOARD BUDDY 

~-M-Pl_T_C_Yc_,_·_TRAJ_L_··_·_CAN_OE/SAJ __ Leo_··_D_-< 

See your local stockist or send for 
further informa1ion to:- 

Humpit Board Trolleys, Alma Cottage, 15 Glencoe 
Road, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset BHS 2DW 

Tel: (0202) 721221 

Sports Sandals for men and women 

US made, du~ density 
contoured rubber sole 
for comfort and long life. 
Fully adjustable Velcro" 
colounul scraps for a snug f1t 

For a free brochure call today · 
071 611 OS83 
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equipment/services 

This Is a 
SAFETY KNIFE er.-... 
The knife is available at the following 

addresses in the UK: 

Palm Canoe Products Limited. 
Harbour Road, Portishead, 

Bristol 8520 9BL.Tel: 0275-842740 

No Limits at Current Trends. 
Adbotton Lane, West Bridgford, 

Nottingham NG2 5AS. Tel: 0602-813222 

Whitewater Consultancy. 
Wilkes Head Square, Llandysul, 

Dyfed SA44 4AA. Tel: 0559-362083 

Outdoor Action. 
55 Tattymacall Road, Libellaw, 

Co. Mermanagh, 
N. Ireland BT94 5GR. Tel: 0365-87605 

Sward Sports Ltd. 
Mill farm, The Fox, Purton, Swindon, Wilts 

SN5 9EF. Tel: 0793 772323 

HANSON SAFETY HB 
Box 108,236 23 HOLLVIKEN SWEDEN 
Answcrphonc & Fax +46-40 45 02 60 

Cancarve Designs, Hand made 
wooden canoe models and trophies. 
For details write or telephone 5, 
Shanklin Place, Beaconhill Green, 
Cramlington, Northumberland, NE3 
SHA. Tel+ Fax: 0670 713640 

for sale 

Pouch Classic single folding kayak. 
£350. Eurocraft 'Rapid Explorer' inflat­ 
able canoe. £400. CSC 'Tourer" mould­ 
ed kayak. £110. All nearly new, fully 
equipped. Tel: Relford (0777) 709828. 
Trailer canoes and accessories. Will split, 
Price negotiable. Part exchange. Custom 
wetsuits and outdoor gear sales. 
Discounts. (0222) 692108 
'For Sale' Stunt bat, as new, offers 
£300. Dry Suit, as new £150. Tel Dave 
(0274) 880306 

Birmingham School of Canoeing 
BCU APPROVED CENTRE 

Est. 1985 Prop. Greg Parkes 
1993 Courses on offer: 

BEGINNERS TO ADVANCED KAYAK 
OPEN CANOE COURSES 

ESKIMO ROLLING 
CANOE SAFETY & RESCUE TESTS 

COACHING COURSES - 
Supervisor, Instructor, 
SI Training/Assessment 

PRIVATE TUITION AVAILABLE 
ALSO: NEW CANOE CLUB 

FRENCH SELF CATERING COTTAGES 
AND HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES/COURSES 

Please ring or write for brochure to: 
MIKE PHILLIPS, 21 Heathfield Rd, 

Bewdley, Worcs DY12 1JT 
TEL: 0299 401872. 

Bed and breakfast, en suite. Also bunkhouse 
accommodation/ showers with breakfast option. Ample 
secure parking. Dinbren Hall, Llangollen LL20 8EB. 

Telephone 0978 860640 
Newtonmore - Independent Hostel. 
Sleeps 1-18, great facilities. Kathryn 
Main, Craigellachie House, Main Street, 
Newtonmore, Inverness-shire PH20 
1DA. 0540 673360. 

Advertisers 
Please note the last date 
for receiving advertising 

material for the February issue 
is 4th January. 

For More Information Please 
Contact Clair Pearce 
on 0480 496130 

situations vacant 

GREY CORRIE LODGE 
ROYBRIDGE 

For the Highlands 
Mountaineering, Skiing 
Hill-Walking, canoeing 

On A86 - Fort William 12 miles 
Adjacent to Roybridge Hotel. 

Private bunkrooms for 2, 4 or 8 
persons. Complete self-catering 
with heating. showers . toilets, 
drying rooms. all bedding and 

Jog fire. 
All inclusive in price 

Tel: Spean Bridge 0397 712236 

(PROVIDER OF HIGH QUALITY COURSES FOR SCHOOLS & GROUPS) 
REQUIRE SPECIALISTS IN TEACHING OUIDOOR PURSUITS. POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

IN NORTII WALES, FRANCE AND SPAIN FROM APRIi/MAY - SEYl'EMBER 1994 
(WHOLE PERIOD ONLY) 

INSfRUCTORS: Must be qualified to "Instructor" level with 
national governing bodies. 

ASSISI'ANT INSfRUCTORS: Must be registered as training for the above 
awards. 

SUPPORT SfAFF 
(KITCHEN & MAINTENANCE): Outdoor background preferred. 

Apply in writing with full CV (including dates available, contact phone 
numbers and your governing body membership numbers) to: 

TIM BOWRY, ACORN VENTURE IJMITED, 137 WORCESTER ROAD, HAGLEY, 
SfOURBRIDGE, WESf ~UDI.ANDS. DY9 0NW 
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situations vacant 

Seasonal Instructor required April to 
August and Mid-May to August 1994. Are 
you energetic, enthusiastic, believe in team 
work, and like working with young peo­ 
ple? Candidates should be 18 or over and 
a qualified RY A and/or BCU instructor. 
Experience in other activities an advan­ 
tage. Accommodation available and 
excellent opportunities for further BCUIRY A 
training. Write to:- Thames Young 
Mariners, Riverside Drive, Ham, Surrey, 
TW10 ?RX. Tel. No. 081-940-5550 
enclosing your CV. 

Two volunteer assistant activity instruc­ 
tors and two senior activity instructors 
required from March 1994 at a Christian 
run Activity Centre. For further informa­ 
tion contact: Venture Associates, Carroty 
Wood, Higham Lane, Tonbridge. TN11 
9QX. Tel: 0732 363995. 

Canoeing Instructors. Residential and 
non-residential vacancies at children's 
watersports centres in Surrey & Berkshire. 
4-16 weeks, June-September. Full/part­ 
time. Excellent salaries and enjoyable 
working environments. Further details: 
Freetime Leisure Limited, Tel: 0483 
740242. 

Required for summer '94. Raft guides 
with white water experience, cooks, (to 
cater for 30 staff) drivers. German speak­ 
ing an advantage. If you wish to join 
the hardworking Feelfree team in-Austria 
next summer, please send an SAE to 
Personal Dept, Feelfree, 5 Frodsham 
Street, Kelsall, Tarporley, Cheshire. 
CW60RP. 

Summer vacancy for an instructor expe­ 
rienced in Rock Climbing, Abseiling, 
Canoeing, (Loch and Sea)Windsurfing . 
Canoeing qualttications essential plus dri­ 
ving licence. Small privately owned 
Activity Centre. For further details please 
apply - Eviedale Centre, Evie, Orkney 
KW17 2PJ Scotland. 

Calshot Activities centre. Outdoor 
Pursuits (Watersports) instructors March 
- October 1994. A combined Training and 
Instructional post for those with previous 
experience in Outdoor Education, providing 
an opportunity to improve and ex1end a 
wide range of Outdoor and Development 
skills. Details and application forms from 
Mr D.K. Evans, Operations Manager, 
Calshot Activities Centre, Calshot Spit, 
Fawley, Southampton, S041BR enclos­ 
ing a large SAE. Tel: Fawley (0703) 
892077 

The Lake District. We are looking for qual­ 
ttied and experienced staff to join our team 
for the 1994 season (March-October). 
Canoeists, climbers, sailors as well as 
catering, domestic, PCV drivers and 
support staff. For further details and an 
application form contact Newlands 
Adventure Centre, Stair, Keswick, 
Cumbria, CA12 5UF. Tel/Fax: 07687- 
78463 

Manor Adventure require experienced 
multi-activity instructors from February 
1994 onwards. Qualified canoeists pre­ 
ferred: 3 star and above. BCU Senior 
Instructor position also available. For 
application form and further informa­ 
tion, please ring Manor Adventure on 0584 
73333 

ACTIVITY INSTRUCTOR REQUIRED 
For a busy Girl Gulde activity centre 

during May to September 1994. 
Short and long term contracts 

available. 
Candidates (over 18 years) should be 

enthusiastic and enjoy working with 
young people. 

Ideally the candidate should have 
a Guide or Scout background, although 
not essential. Activities include Canoeing, 
Climbing, Abseiling, Archery and Skiing. 

Candidates should hold B.C.U l or T.l 
with canoe safety test and/or B.M.C sin­ 
gle pitch supervisors award. Experience 
in the other activities is an advantage 
although full training is given. 

Application forms and details avail- 
able from: Blackland farm, 

Grinstead lane, 
East Grinstead, 
Sussex RH19 4HP 
Tel: 0342 810493 

INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED 
Superchoice Adventure require 
canoe and nrulti activity instruc­ 
tors from March to September 
1994. Challenging and reward­ 
ing jobs working with British 
school groups. 

Canoeists should be a minimum of 
TI in either kayak or open canoe 
although I preferred. 3 star also 
considered as we organise TI 
training and assessment courses. 

Activity Instructors should have 
some experience in working with 
children but qualifications are 

CANOEISTS 
WANTED 

PGL requires B.C.U., S.l.'s 
and other canoeists with 
considerable experience to 
instruct children or families for 
long or short periods between 
March and October. Minimum 
age is 18 for the U.K. and 20 
for France. Applications for 
France should have Canadian 
experience. All posts are 
residential. 
Application Department, 
PGL Young Adventure ltd 

Alton Court -=~ Penyard Lane (820) a Ross-on-Wye 
~ Herefordshire 

;:;:: ==HR95NR 
lDVENTURE Tele (0989) 767833 

RANCH ADVENTURE 
HAS VACANCIES FOR 

KAYAKING INSTRUCTORS 
Beginning January 1994. 

With climbing and/or sailing 
experience. 

Qualified and enthusiastic. 
Working within a Christian team. 

Contact: 
Cy Walter - Chief Instructor 

Ranch Adventure 
LLANBEDR 

Gwynedd LL45 2HS 
Tel: 034 123 358 

Managenwnl Development 
Organisation seeks freelance (prefer­ 
ahlv female) outdoor technical staff. 

Ideally mature, sensitiv«, 
experienced and qualified. Contact 
Rowena Chapman on CO-H21 27'JIUO 

LONGRIDGE SCOUT 
BOATING CENTRE 
Require qualified Instructors 

(min Tl) from June to 
September '94' to help run 
canoeing and sailinSJ courses 
together with 11eneral help 

around the centre. Applicants 
should have a baczqround in 
Scouting or Guiding. In addi­ 
tion we are also Jooi:linSJ for a 
SailinSJ Instructor to start in 
May until September. For 
more information please 

contact 
The Manager, Longrldge 
S.B.C. Quarry Wood Road. 
Marlow_ Bucks_ SL7 tRE. 

Tel: 0628 483252 

situations vacant 

INSTRUCTORS AND TUTORS 
AT SKERN LODGE 

Long and short term, February - November, 
National Governing Body (NGB) and NVQ 

qualifications wanted. Drivers over 21 preferred. 
Multi-activity and Training opportunities in the 

School. Youth and Corporate markets. 

VOCATIONAL TRAINING 
18+ persons seeking longer term training to 

nationally recognised qualifications considered. 
Must be swimmers with some experience and 

plenty of enthusiasm. 
Government schemes for the unemployed 

(6 months minimum) also available. 
Apply in writing initially to: Operations Department, 
Skem Lodge, Appledore, Bideford, Devon EX39 I NG. 

Tel: 0237 475992. 
Selection in December 1993 and February 1994 

GREATER LONDON 

wanted 

Kayaks and Canoes wanted, sets of ten, 
with trailers, plus accessories. Ring 
(0874) 842266 or write to: Lakeside 
Caravan Park, Uangorse, Powys, Wales. 
LD3 ?TR. 
Wanted Used Canoes. Christmas deals 
on all new equipment sales. Canadian 
canoes from £100, doubles £BO, custom 
wetsuits. Tel (0222) 692108. 

Di RECTORY 

NORTH 

,, " 
Garstang ~ 
North West Canoe Shop of the 90's 
Stockists of Palm, Ace, Pyranha, Gaybo 

Perception. Repair & Hire Service. 
Unit 1, Pringle Court, Thomas's 
Weind, Garstang, Lanes PR3. 
0995 602114 (24hr Answer ser) 

Fax: 0995 601404 

SOUTHERN 

lWICKENttflM & WHITEWATER e.., ..•...••. -. e-....-e:.--- 
Now the finest canoe shop in the 

known universe 
Canoe and kayak specialists. Courses, hire, 

instruction, equipment. The complete 
outfitters, mail order service available. 

Shepperton marina, Felix Lane. Shepperton, 
· Middlesex TW17 8NJ. Tel: 0932 247978 

GREATER LONDON 

Woodmill 
Canoeing & Outdoors Activities Centre 

Woodmill Lane, Swaythling, 
~)555993 

Canoes, paddles and accessones rrom leading 
manufacturers. Demonstration boats available. 
Huge range of courses for all levels. Write or 
;itone for full programme. BCU approv~ 

THAMES & CHILTERN 

CANOE RESCUE EQUIPMENT AND 
ACCESSORIES INCLUDING 
GREEN SLIME THROWBAGS 
./"J, MAIL ORDER 
/ SERVICE «""'- AVAILABLE 

CONTACT: SUZV, 2 VICTORIA CLOSE, 
EAST MOLESEY, SURREY, KT8 9SQ 

TEL: 081 941 2714 

marsport 
CANOES & KAYAKS 
215 London Road, Reading 

Tel: 0734 665912 
Fax: 0734 352484 

Canoes, Kayaks, Paddles and 
Accessories: All advice and 
supplies for the competitive 

or leisure paddler. 

WEST COUNTRY WALES 

_, -"- Suppliers of Kayaks 
~ and Canadian Canoes 

~~]j~
::--.._, Paddles, Clothing 

/ .r " and all canoe 
;_ · accessories 

HAZE ENTERPRISES 
25 Primrose Hill, Tockenham, 

Wootton Bassett, Swindon, Wilts 
Tel: 0793 852904 

DEE KAYAK & CANOE 
SCHOOL 

B.C.U. - W.C.A. Approved 
65 Harwood Lane, Rossett, Wrexham. 

Clwyd. LL12 0EU 
Tel: 0244 570157 (24hr Ans) 

Courses for beginners. 
Send SAE for full programme. 

All BCU Coaching awards 

WORCESTERSHIRE 

Tel: 0559 362083 0860 290750 
Largest stockist of canoeing 
equipment in West Wales 
Huw Evans · The Old Shop 

Wilkshead Square 
Llandvsvl , SA44 4AA 

DEVON 

POLY PIPPIN 14 
The original polythene open cockpit 
kayak (ideal for beginners) 

THE 'BELL BOAT' 
A totally new approach to teaching 
paddlesport. 
For details contact Steve Train 
T.L Elliott & Co Ltd, Wolverton Hall. Peopleton, 
Pershore, Wares, WR10 2AU 

Tel: 0905 840813 
Fax: 0905 840002 

A range of versatile open canoes 
that offer excellent 

performance and value. 
Send an SAE. for details to: 

Open Canoe Co., 2 Keep Cottages, 
Berry Pomeroy, Totnes, Devon. TQ9 6LH. 

Telephone 0803 866215 

{j.noe focus 
/- 
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er11bers classified 
Please forward all adverts to appear in the Members Classified direct to 

BCU Headquarters in Nottingham. 
MEMBERS ADS FREE 

FOR SALE 
K2 Mystere, white, complete with handles 
and spraydeck, never used. Open to sen­ 
sible offers Tel: 0202 575553 (Bournemouth) 
Thule Roof rack: 55cm lift £100, 2 x Canadian 
Airbags £17 XL Dry Sac u10. 
Nordkapp Sea Kayak, Hatches, Bulkheads, 
Rudder, Yellow Deck, White Hull, Neoprene 
Spraydeck, Good condition, £300 ono. Tel: 
Dave Hart, Shrewsbury 07 43 709680 
Baidarka with spraydeck, split paddles in 
good condition £250·Tel: 051 625 1762 
(051 625 1762) 
1 Olympic spec Reflex Barcelona, very 
good condition £375 ono Tel: 0665 603176 
Falchion all rounder, hardly used, ww thigh 
braces, 4 airbags, spraydeck VGC £180. 
Schlegel paddles allrounders 204cm, used 
6 times, excellent condition £65.00. Premier 
II Slalom K1. Kevlar competition construc­ 
tion, good condition for age £100 Tel: 0275 
855725 eves (Bristol) 
Open Canoe Granta Sportsman 400. 
Professionally built in first class condition £250 
ono call: 0816541835 (south London) 
2MK1 Aeroquatics both in fair condition £225 
each or £400 pair. Contact Steve: 0273 
667788 ext 614 day or 0273 584307 eves 
(East Sussex) 
Pyranha Mountain Bat, ww spec, mould­ 
ing mark on deck, but in good condition £ 175 
Tel: 0246 414346 
Perception Dancer Yellow ww spec, VGC, 
one lady owner £250 ono. 2 Corsica S 
kayaks ww spec Teal & Magenta £220 
each. Raider Ocean Rocket Surf Ski short 
leg length £220 Bristol: 0272 591103 
C1 WW racer, Joker, Full kevlar epoxy, (very 
light) Blue, outstanding condition £300 tel: 
0235 816451 
Corsica S green, full plate footrest, airbags 
and bow cap, In good condition £275. con­ 
tact Shane or his machine on Chester 
(0244) 349239 
Slalom K1 concept Primo. All kevlar, well 
looked after. Looks nice, turns well. Suit light­ 
mid weight paddler Tel: 0622 812755 (Kent) 
North Shore Tornado slalom kayak £ 130 ono 
Tel: 0703 894904 (Southampton) 
K1 marathon/sprint boat, Jaguar or sim­ 
ilar, preferably all kevlar, must be in good 
condition. Please phone 0254 831007 
(Lanes) 
2 Aquabat Sports, Lime Green, ww spec, 
VGC, little used, Bargain price £175 each 
tel: Horsham W Sussex 0403 263797 
day/eve 
6 x K2's, 4 Mystere + 2 Mirages all one year 
old. Ideal DW boats offers in the region of 
£475foreach. Tel:0480217881 (Cambs) 
Jenson !CF marathon C2, fast light boat 
in excellent condition, fitted foot pumps, 
adjustable seats, lull spraydeck ideal DW boat 
£350 ono. Tel: Richard 0533 374998 after 
6pm. 
Dancer XT good condition, Node Cap, 
Backstrap, YAK spraydeck £200 ono Tel: Bill 
0509 812759 
Injury forces sale, Pyranha Master, full WW 
spec, excellent condition, £250. Ottersports 
split blade paddle £25 ono and new Tornado 
long john wetsuit size L (44) £50 ono All excel­ 
lent condition. Tel Katie: 0423 781497 

. (Harrogate) 
Arrival of new baby (Rotobat) forces sale 
of a Snipe fibreglass cane, vgc. Red, white 
& black,~ red Ml paddle £50 ono. Tel: 0737 
362891 (anytime) 
Prijon T Canyon, 12 months old, full ww spec 
£250 Tel: Julian 081 640 5731 fro contact 
number. Could deliver. 
Corsica S. magenta, vgc, with airbags and 
back strap £220 ono. Tel: Gary 0203 597465 
Coventry. 
Baidarka Explorer, lovely boat, red & 
white, hatches, skeg, decklines £350 ono Tel: 
(w) 0414454551 (H) 03552 21275 

Talon K1, Cream & Red, full carbon con­ 
struction used only 8 months on Nottingham 
Regatta Course £675 ovno Tel: Colin 0525 
378707 (Beds) 
Mountain Bat x 2, full ww spec, 1 x pink, 
1 x green £275 each Tel: 0522 689969 
Pyranha Master - full ww spec (including 
alloy bow cap) Very good condition, only 6 
months old £300 ono. Simon evenings only 
0924 463855 (W Yorks) 
Rotobat full ww spec (crosslinked) yellow 
£225 Pyranha neoprene spraydeck for 
above £25, Ml general purpose slalom 
paddle suit 5'8" -5'10" paddler£20 ono Tel: 
0772 613086 Lanes 
Prijon T-Taifun, good condrtion, full ww spec 
& deck lines & two line system. Offers 
around £300 Tel: Steve 0203 459048 
Coventry 
Impulse Fanatic Slalom C1, Kev/Carbon 
construction with spheretex deck in pur­ 
ple. Fitted straps, little use, excellent con­ 
dition £4 75 Tel: Notis 0602 892680 
2 lazer plastic kayaks £100 & £150 plus 
Ainsworth kayak paddle, helmet, buoyan­ 
cy aid, spray deck £50 Tel: 0743 709680 
Perception Spectrum Two yellow plastic 
spectrum touring kayaks, 2 years old, excel­ 
lent condition £160 each or £300 for both . 
Tel: Andy Beharrell 0202 841254 (Between 
Barn & 6pm) Hanis 
WWR C1 - Mustang in Kevlar by Gaybo 9kg 
VGC, offers. Ultra Gil Slalom C1, Diolen stiff 
and watertight £40. Phillpette training exer­ 
cise machine £50 Tel: 0827 874647 (Warks) 
Ace Flash plastic canoe, white. Standard 
spec, (but also includes thigh brace) little use, 
excellent condition £200 Tel: Jo 0602 
234704 (Notts) 
AQII - year old, excellent condition, new stem 
and bow air bags £350 ono call Zoe: 071 396 
5339 (day) 
Sea Kayak: P&H lcefloe, little used, in 
good condition. Royal blue deck, white hull, 
hand pump, compass and spray deck £300 
Tel: 0977 704615 (W Yorks) 
K1 Kirton Kayak Lancer, good condition 
with O/s rudder £130 Tel: Gavin Jones 
0242 231938 
K2 Eclipse Stratos with complete kit. 
Excellent condition £400 Tel: 0483 417678 
Perception Dancer with YAK neoprene 
spraydeck (unused), Perception paddle, 
helmet (unused) and bouyancy aid (large). 
Perception Mirage (unused) paddle, spray­ 
deck, and bouyancy aid (all unused). Dancer 
£200, Mirage £150 or exchange both for 
Canadian. (Can deliver). Thule Roofbars (to 
fit guttered cars) £15.00. Tel: Brian 0246 
281963 (Chesterfield) 
Chestnut 16ft Pal Canoe Built by original 
Chestnut Co £380. Also 16ft cold moulded 
veneer canoe with GRP sheathing £180 Tel 
or Fax: 0933 314672 
Perception Reflex (plastic) Teal Green VGC 
£200 ono. Tel: Coventry 0203 667101 
Eclipse Rapier K1, marathon boat V. Good 
condition. Glass construction. Blue with 
dark blue trim. Standard seat inc £185 Tel: 
081 7428601 (West London) 
Reflex Slalom K1, by Concept. Kevlar 
sandwich hull. Deck? Has neeed repairs. 
Would suit a beginner to slalom or a Div 2/3 
paddler wanting a second training boat. 
£60 ono Tel: Steven (081) 777 2896. 
Fanatic C1 slalom canoe (P&H) kevlar 
carbon multi layer hull and spheretex deck, 
good condition £150. 1 Pair of Schlegel 
"medium" wings u60. Tel: 0480 212679 
Matt.(Cambs) 
13'6" 4mm ply kayak, 36" beam, open 
seat cockpit, including paddles. Suitable 
youngsters, hardly used £50 Tel: Bury 
(Lanes) 061 764 5277 
Pyranha Master - cross linked, yellow 
(almost full ww spec) VGC, one lady owner 
£250 ono Tel: Jennifer 041 776 2701 
(Glasgow) 

K1 Cleaver X, excellent condition, under 1 
year old. Carbon construction £475 ono, 
includes cover. Move abroad forces sale. Tel: 
0734 462476 (Reading) 
Red Dancer (with airbags) good condition 
£200 Tel: Tim 0924 498117 (W Yorks) 
Pyranha Tufty Odyssey two years old, 
good condition used for placid water only while 
I learned to canoe. Offered with spray deck, 
security loop and buoyancy bags for £120 
ono. Please phone Tim or his Dad Tel: 
(Swindon) 0793 765143 
Anorexia is for Sale! She is my Faldbury 
Discovery K1, ideal for those first attempts 
at Marathon. With red deck and white hull, 
she has been lovingly cared for, is in first class 
condition, and is offered for sale at £250, com­ 
plete with lightweight support blocks (to 
protect the rudder) and home-made spray 
deck. Conact Martin on 0457 871220 
(Oldham) Reasonable delivery arranged. Why 
Anorexia? She's thin and malkes me nervous! 
K2 Foxbat, ideal OW boat sound condition, 
bargain at £120 Tel: 0753 540668 (Windsor). 
Rotobat, X-link, nose cap, backrest, bouyan­ 
cy bag, full plate footrest, green, good con­ 
dition £250 (0946) 862009 (Cumbria) 
Umnak Sea Kayak, sealed hatches, foot 
pump, adjustable footrests, back rest, deck 
fittings, yellow deck, white hull, very stable 
£250. Tel: 0946 82009 (Cumbria) 
Grey C2 all kevlar carbon VGC £600 Tel: 
Slade (Day) 071 283 7500 ext 5925 (Eves) 
0268 271781 
Roofracks: Thule Roofrack to fit Astra or 
Corsa with locking cover caps £35 ono, 
Fiat roofrack to fit 5 door Fiat Uno £25, 
Full frame Paddy Hopkirk roofrack to fit 
guttertess roofs £15 Tel: Chris 091 3880569 
(Durham area) 
Rotobat full ww spec, price negotiable 
VGC Tel: 0222 692108 Cardiff 
Fibreglass kayaks, paddles and spray­ 
decks. Full set of 11, excellent for novice/club 
sell as a set (discount) or individually £395 
ono Tel: A Falconer 0653 84227 (York) 
Ziggy first, slalom kayak (narrow seat) 
kevlar hull VGC. £220. Rotobat, whitewa­ 
ter spec with spraydeck, good condition 
£150, Ocean Rocket surf ski 7'6" (suit short 
leg) wrth power belt and adjustable footstraps 
£250 VGC Tel: 0532 688978 (Leeds) 
Red Pyranha Freestyle, also white 
Perception Mirage, both WW spec and in 
good condition £130 each ono. For further 
details Tel: 0904 691598 (York) 
Boxer K2 2 years old excellent condition £350 
Tel: 0280 703119 
Reflex, Kevlar/Diolen construction. 
Adjustable footrest. Black with fluorescent 
flashes. Very smart boat almost unused 
excellent condition £300 Tel: 0272 522574. 
Three Poly Pippin 14 with spraydecks 
used this summer only, six months old. 
Excellent condition £130 ono Tel: Paul 
0625 527503 (Cheshire) 
Prijon T Slalom, yellow, good condition, 
bouyancy bags £200 ono Tel: 0895 441665 
(Yiewsley) 
2 Green Palm Aqua Bats. Good condition 
used only in swimming pool £150 each 
Tel:Andy days 071 956 6689 Eves 0525 
717161 
Slalom C1, Gaybo Design strong design 
ideal as learner/club boat. Tel: Mark 0462 
671332. 
Yellow Dancer XS, WW spec, with deck­ 
lines £170 ono. Tel: Eves 0483 450018 
ask for Julie. 
2 Glass fibre Snipe kayaks in excellent con­ 
dition. Ideal for beginners. £50.00 each 
Tel Dorset 0963 62655 
Slalom Canoe, Good condition with back­ 
rest £55.00, also AP2000 crash hat, yellow 
with adjustable cradle £15.00 only used a 
few times. 081 4502723 (evenings) 

Stuntbat for sale. Good condition. 
Whitewater spec. linear, pink. £250.00 with 
deck 

LOST&FOUND 
Found 1 paddle and helmet at Salford, 
on River Avon 3 October 1993. Tel: 0934 
820360 

WANTED 
Enigma Plastic Squirt boat. Tel: Andy 
days 071 956 6689 Eves 717161 
Enigma Plastic Squirt Boat, in good con­ 
dition (preferably purple) willing to travel or 
meet within reason. Phone Matt after six on: 
0457 83 4837 (Lanes) 
K1 Jaguar or similar, preferably all kevlar 
and must be in good condition Tel: 0254 
(Lanes} 831007 
Perception Slasher C1, in any condition & 
at any price ! Tel: Dorset 0963 62655 
Moonraker singe! white hull, ply deck, 
sports preferred. Paul on Leeds: 0532 
691191 
Hudson or Huron Canadian Canoe. Tel: 
Alistair, Bath (0225} 872107 
Topolino Spud must be in good condi­ 
tion. Any colour (As long as it's green or red) 
Nice price for needy student. Tel: Tim 0924 
498117 
Desperately seeking WW River Racer 
C2 back left any condition considered con­ 
tact Ian (0678) 521167 or David(0743) 
363590 
K2 any condition considered for Exe 
Descent etc. Tel: 0703 894904 Southampton. 
Dri Cag or semi-dri cag in good condition, 
prefer small size Tel:0603 483563 Norwich. 
Open Canoe: Any condition but must be 
watertight, buyer will collect from any area 
Tel: Adam 0602 701122 (Notis) 
15ft Hudson or Huron Canadian Canoe, 
contact Alistair Tel: 0225 872107 Bath. 
Folding Kayak any make. Would part 
swap with lcefloe or straight cash. Peter 
Adams 62 Main Street Lambley Notis, NG4 
4PP Tel: 0602 312587 
Mirage K2 or similar required. Tel: 0985 
214473 or 0380 830195 
Plastic Sea Kayak wanted, Tel Dave Hart, 
Shrewsbury 0743 709680 
Canadian canoes, damaged, buckled or 
holed Coleman canoes wanted for parts and 
attempted repair. Local scouts will be very 
grateful, will collect from anywhere. Tel: 
Simon 0288 354039 (Bude - Cornwall) 
Nordkapp standard hull (retractable skeg?) 
or swap for Skerry RM Tel: (w) 0414454551 
(H) 03552 21275 
Jester, Sabre or Enigma, anything con­ 
sidered. Please ring Nick on 051 494 2957 
or if not there 0271 24077 

MARATHON COACH 
Written applications are invited for 

the post of part time 
National Marathon Coach. 

The basic role will be lo coach 
club coaches and competition 
trainers to ensure a continuing 

increase in 
standards in the UK. 

Anticipated working period 
approximately 20 hours per week. 
Remuneration package of around 
£10,000 per annum. For further 
details and application form 

contact: 
The British Canoe Union, John 
Dudderidge House, Adbolton 

Lane, West Bridgford, 
Nottingham, NG2 SAS. 

Please enclose C.V when return­ 
ing application form. 
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Raven Marketing Group, Cromwell Court, 
New Road, St Ives, Cambs, PE17 48G 
Code Name Page 
103 ACE WATER SPORTS 43 D 
225 AUTOMATIC SURGERY 35, D 
225 AUTOMATIC SURGERY 43 D 
104 AVONCRAFT O.B.C D 
105 BUFFALO 7 D 
108 CAPEL CANOES 40 D 
190 CARLISLE CANOES 43 D 
Rep~Directto: CHRIS HARE MARINE 7 D 
226 COLLYER-SMITH MARINE 43 D 
169 COTSWOLD 35 D 
112 CURRENT TRENDS 47 D 
219 DELAPRE BLADES 43 D 
191 FOUR SEASONS 7 D 
116 GARSTANG ADVENTURE 21, D 
116 GARSTANG ADVENTURE 40 D 
117 GRANTA BOATS 43 D 
231 GRINNING BRAT PADDLES 17 D 
118 HAYLING TRAILERS 7 D 
227 IMPULSE CANOES 47 D 
232 KAYAK EXPERIENCE 40 D 
228 KEVIN MANSELL 40 D 
208 KENT CANOE SERVICES 19 D 
121 MOUNTAIN STREAM ACTIVITIES 43 D 
177 NOOKIE PADDLESPORT 23 D 
201 OCEAN WORLD 23 D 
124 PADDLESPORT 4 D 
125 PALM CANOE PRODUCTS 11 D 
126 PERCEPTION KAYAKS IBC D 
229 PLAS Y BRENIN 35 D 
123 THE P&H COMPANY I.F.C. D 
123 THE P&H COMPANY 9 D 
206 ROBIN HOOD WATERSPORTS 30 D 
197 ROCKY COVE 21 D 
147 ROTHER VALLEY SPORTS 17 D 
162 RAS DEX 47 D 
179 SDS WATERSPORTS 30 D 
222 SHORE WATERSPORTS 36 D 
230 STONEHENGE CANOE CLUB 24 D 
185 TWICKENHAM & WHITEWATER 9 D 
136 VALLEY CANOE PRODUCTS 19 D 
150 WEST MIDLAND CANOE CENTRE 21 D 
138 WHITEWATER CONSULTANCY 23 D 
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Absolutely Awesome 
Rubber 

Technology 
Ras Dex 
Neoprene 
Spraydecks 
Tel/Fax 0602 520019 

Fashion Designer Studios, 69173 Parliament Street, Nottingham NG! 38B 

AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD CANOE SHOPS 

MAIL ORDER IS OUR SPECIALITY 

Impulse* 
Canoes 
IJJk1s1~~ 

.A 

Slalom Kayak 
Designed arid manufactured by 

IMPULSE CANOES 
GARSTANG 

Now available 
For the lighter paddler 

"Go on be a devil" 
Demos available contact: 
Pete, Mark, Russ or Joel 

Unit 6 Creamery Ind. Est., Kenlis 
Road, Barnacre Garstang, 

Preston PR.3 IGD 
Phone/Fax 0995 600201 

(j.noe Jorn, /HI/!,'' 4 7 



eople & politics 
A new occasional series highlighting activies around the BCU. In 
future these pages will cover news and views from the committees 
and provide a platform for discussion. Please send your input to 

People & Politics, Canoe Focus,John Duddreidge House, Adbolton 
Lane, West Bridgeford, Notts NG2 5AS 

Declaration of Interests 
There are many BCU members who were keen 
canoeists first and then started commercial ventures 
that serve canoeists' needs. A good many of them also 
serve the Union as assiduously as voluntary officers 
do, and the Union would be poorer without their ser­ 
vice. 

The Articles of Association of the BCU are that 
those who have 'A commercial interest in canoeing' are 
not eligible to serve on Council or to serve on any com­ 
mittee of the Union other than as a non-voting co-opted 

member. Currently there are several members of 
Council and the various BCU committees who appear 
to fall foul of this rule. 

The Council believes these individuals should be fully 
involved in the decision making process of the Union 
and not merely on the fringes as non-voting co-opted 
members. This is why at the next BCU AGM the 
Council is putting a resolution to the AGM to change 
the BCU to a system of' Declaration of Interests'. 

Articles of Association to Introduction 
If the resolution is passed the holding of a commercial interest would 
no longer mean you could not serve on a BCU committee. Instead 
the following would apply: 
1. All members present at BCU Council or its accountable committee meet­ 

ings, who know they have, or think they might be thought to have, a com­ 
mercial interest in an item that is about to be debated make a personal 
declaration coupled with an offer to withdraw, and if permitted to 
stay, not to vote on it. 

2. The meeting will then decide there and then whether to ask the mem­ 
ber to withdraw, or to stay for the discussion, and in that case to 
speak if invited to do so. A dispensation to allow the declarer to vote 
should be exceptional, and be minuted, with the reason for the dispensation. 

3. Council or the relevant committee concerned will maintain a register 
in which interests thought by members to be likely subjects for decla­ 
rations are recorded, (this can be the minutes), but it does not remove 
the need for declaration on the agenda item when it arises, because its 
existence in the register (minutes) might not be known to all present. 

Council has already passed standing orders to these above effects and should the AGM accept the res­ 
olution to delete the words in article 11 (2) "Or has a commercial interest in canoeing" a declaration of 
interest will become operational. This will allow affected members to be able to continue to serve on 
BCU committees and Council and not be lost from administering the sport. 
The council hopes you vote to support the resolution. 

David Gent Chairman of Council 

;,11~, I, People/politics {jnoe focus 



Jptteia 
Performance Clothing 

-==---- £0R JUsr 
PLUsr324•2§ 

P&p PER ORDER 

For warmth all year round, our 1994 sea­ 
son jacket is cut to provide freedom of 
movement and can be worn alone or 
under a waterproof. 
Now with even 

Normally 
£34.99 

Available in 3 colour 
combinations 

Rainforest/Copper 

At just £24.95 (plus p&p) this is one of the 
most heartwarming bargains of the winter 

ff TELEPHONE 
- - YOUR 

ORDER TODAY 

(0923) 
252805 
FOR 

IMMEDIATE 
DISPATCH 

Now with improved styling 
benefits.High cut collar for 
extra warmth, elasticated 

cuffs to keep out draughts, 
placket behind zip for 

weather protection, chest 
pocket fasteners with a 

press-stud, elasticated waist band, 
and generous zipped pockets for security. 

~--------------------- 

YOU MAY PUR­ 
CHASE BY VISA 
SWITCHCARD 

ACCESS 
OR 

BY CHEQUE 

CULVERHOUSE 
96 The Parade 
· Watford 
Herts WD1 2AW 

ORDER FORM FOR ORDERS 
PLACED BY POST 

No SIZE COLOUR RAIN I PRICE DAMSON NAVY FOREST 
/PLUM /DAMSON /COPPER 

Ox SMALL DOD£ 
Ox MEDIUM ODD £ 
Ox LARGE ODD £ 
CJx X LARGE ODD £ 
Ox XX LARGE ODD £ 
Please forward me the 

POSTAGE PER ORDER £ 3.00 - 
above Winter Fleece Jackets ENCLOSED £ 

Name . 
Address . 

I 

.......................................................... Postcode . 
J~~ . 
I Please debit my ACCESS O VISA O SWITCH O CARD EXP. DATE 

11 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I'----' L----=====;;:... ___. 
LSignature ···.J --------------------- 



nder 
Editor's page 

IN YOUR 
FEB ISSUE 

The return of 

my favourite 

paddle 

The return of 

the BCU Club 

profile 

The new1994 

yearbook 
covering 
events, 
calendars, 
and all the 
BCU 
information 
you will ever 
need .... 

and all the 
usual news 
and views 

Yakkity Yak 
A positive new devel­ 
opment on the letters 
front is our new ini­ 
tiative with YAK. From 
the February issue 
the Focus letters page 
will be known as 
'Yakkity Yak and a 
prize of Yak equip­ 
ment will be given for 
the best letter. See 
you on the water (or at 
a meeting?), or hear 
from you by letter. 

THE BIG PICTURE AND THE IVORY TOWER 

Recently I received a letter from a coaching scheme member who is a friendfpaddling acquaintance and coach­ 
ing scheme member who was making a few comments and criticisms of the BCU in general, and Focus. Whilst 
he has some valid points and some of the areas were certainly worthy of discussion he talked of some of his friends 
who 'felt' or 'were given the impression' that the BCU (big letters) did this, that and the other and they as mem­ 
bers felt small, insignificant even, in the general scheme of things. This is an unfortunate perspective and in many 
ways and understandable one. For want of a better phrase this could be referred to as Ivory Tower syndrome. 
The odd thing is as far as paddlers are concerned it is only a tower if you want it to be. The writer then uses phras­ 
es like 'political insiders' and then expresses the opinion that the BCU (big letters again) is 'becoming less demo­ 
cratic and more authoritarian in it's responses'. As a paddler, a paid up member and salaried BCU officer I am 
happy that the writer can express an opinion. The writer and his acquaintances are a small number of our 20,000 
paddlers. How many did he have the time to talk to listen to, to canvass the opinion of ? A dozen ? Twenty ? Perhaps 
the writer could have said 'here is the perspective from me and my mates in the coaching scheme in Anytown'. 
I am privileged to talkflisten to all varieties and species of paddler and there are some interesting (and as ever, 
conflicting) views on what the big picture looks like from your piece of the water. The BCU is ideally a reflection 
of it's member paddlers and does genuinely attempt to be democratic: if it fails to communicate successfully at 
times it is simply because of the number of people involved and limited resources. These problems are constantly 
being addressed and efforts made to improve. I believe that the BCU office is far better at this than when I first 
became a member. Our writer does offer to get involved at local level: brilliant and commendable. It would be 
great to have his input on a regular level but he should beware. The week after he is electedRCO!LCO/fLAO the 
image of 'Joe Paddler' may inexplicably shift and he could well find yourself inside the ivory tower (only to find 
that it doesn't exist, except in the minds of your mates, the other paddlers). Strange concept this insiderfoutsider 
notion. It exists in all aspects of British life. Joe Paddler rightly points out that most people do not have the 'time 
or inclination to get involved in the committees· Given the choice between a sunny evening out paddling, or a 
night round the regional committee table voluntarily working out the nuts and bolts of moving the sport forward, 
there is often no contest. Most go paddling, but feeling a part of the democratic process depends on you get­ 
ting along to that very meeting, and the BCU AGM, and reading every bit of Focus (even the boring bits), and read­ 
ing CoDe. If you skip a year's membership you will feel left out or uninformed. Another reason for maintaining 
qualification by membership. Oh and by the way turn to the Comment page and find out how to get yourself elect­ 
ed into the top room of the ivory tower (BCU Council): you will need more than twenty votes, but surprisingly, 
not that many more. This is your chance to get hold of the wide angle lens to help others see the big picture. 

I almost forgot the Focus criticism: yes I agree I have been a bit harsh and aggressive in editorial treatment 
of ·moaners'. The writer knows me from coaching activity: I much prefer positive input. It takes the same time 
and effort to suggest ways of improvement as it does to moan about something not being right. Specifically your 
concern of 'the loss of Focus as an objective and fair mouthpiece for a range of views' is I feel unfounded. You 
still have the mouthpiece, let me have the views. In the last two months most of the letters I have received for 
Focus have been published in this issue. I have left out one which was libleous and one that was malicious (and 
unsigned), and one that was a personal attack on a voluntary officer. I can find space for genuine concerns like 
yours (sorry about the small print) : there is no censorship, or hidden agenda. Thanks for the letter: it voices much 
the same views I had when I first joined, until I realised how much the BCU is multi-faceted and complex for 'a 
small organisation', as you put it. Paddlers are all different and individual, some liking flatwater, some rough, 
some competitive, some anti-competition, some salt water, some fresh ... and on and on. The wonder is that we 
are a body of anything at all. However as a FLOW of canoeists please write to FOCUS, and keep the dialogue and 
discussion going. 

Saint You Aint! 
Some members have shot off a letter to us to query their 
canonization. Those elevated to Sainthood on the 
address label for the past issue of Focus will be dis­ 
appointed to learn that the letters · ST above their name, 
are merely the mailing house · stutters' code to indicate 
the contents of the package. 

They could equally of course, indicate· Silly Twerp'! 

When Did you last 'club' 
your local editor? 
Does your Press Officer submit regular reports on 
club activity or individual successful ventures of spe­ 
cial interest? Regular reports will achieve a good level 
of publicity over a period of time. 

This keeps a positive image of the sport in the pub­ 
lic eye. It attracts new members for the club and the 
sport. If things do go wrong it provides credibility for 

the club to help mitigate potential damage for the sport. 
Centrally we try to obtain publicity for our major 

achievements. It is a time consuming process, heavy 
on resources; and of questionable direct value in rela­ 
tion to the results obtained from the effort required. 

At local level, however, it is possible to attract a rel­ 
atively high level of exposure. And this publicity is of 
direct benefit in that it recruits adult members to the club 
concerned. Canoeing deserves better publicity. Efforts 
are being made from the centre, to achieve it. By far 
the greater potential exists with the local club, however. 

A survey of papers a little while ago revealed a sur­ 
prising, and pleasing amount of regional coverage. 

If your club doesn't have a Press Officer - someone 
whose job it is, not just something the poor old 
Secretary is expected to do - why not press for an 
appointment to be made? 

Come to that - why not volunteer? h 
Kevin Danforth 

;)/,~/" ">// ender {j.noe focus 



THE NEW 

SENSATIONAL 

PERCEPTION 

PIROUETTE 

Bellbrook Business Park, Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 1 QU 
Telephone: 0825 765891 Fax: 0825 763707 



GAMBLER The most outstanding world class medium 
volume whitewater kayak to hit the British market. 

Hydrodynamically tailored to maximise the efficiency 
of acrobating whilst white water paddling. 

Comfortable, sporty and manufactured from the 
unbeatable blow moulded polyethylene BMP. 

AVENGER The most successful radical kayak from 
Prijon in a decade. Low volume, stable and acrobatic. 
From white water to surf, this dream kayak becomes a 
reality for acrobating surfing freaks. Already a winner 
in Japanese and UK rodeos. Manufactured from the 

unbeatable BMP. 
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STOP PRESS ... CONGRATULATIONS BRIDGET THOMAS 
Gained first place at the World Rodeo Championships in the USA paddling the most 

successful production rodeo boat yet - THE PRIJON AVENGER 

>A 1/0NCRI AfT ..,_ The largest stockist for London and If I It ,.. the South East for PRIJON, 
SCHLEGEL, GRUMMAN, INKA, H.F., 

VISA MAIL ORDER llfEIII ROMER and many other leading 
~ world products. 

ALL BROCHURES ENQUIRIES DIRECT TO AVONCRAFT 
Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9am to 5.30pm Saturday 9am to 1pm 

Burrowfield Industrial Estate, Welwyn Garden City, AVONCRAFT North: Carlisle Canoes, 41 Wigton Road, 
Hertfordshire AL7 4SR. Carlisle, Cumbria CA2 7AX 

Tel: (0707) 330000 Fax: (0707) 333026 Tel: (0228) 31703 
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