
Expedition 
.____ _ ___, Nova Scotia 1990 



~- 

Canoeing is about to enter a new era of possibilities. 
Not just among water sports enthusiasts and 

serious canoeists, but for all the family. 
Leading the way with a range of six models is 

Coleman, the number one choice of canoeists worldwide. 
From the thrill of white water to just relaxing 

on lake or canal, a Coleman canoe is not only highly 
versatile but very secure, which means you can 
concentrate on enjoying yourself. 

Made in one-piece from RAM-X,® this almost 

indestructible material flexes under impact and hos a 
"memory" that keeps it in shape. 

A Coleman canoe will outlast anything else on 
the market. 

The patented sloping keel reduces sideslip, 
ensuring a streamlined performance in all conditions. 

Hulls are wide and flat for maximum stability, 

whilst the bow and stern of each canoe is foam-filled 
giving added bouyancy. 

Available from 13' to 11; they're also exceptionally 
light, comfortable and will rlde on most car tops. 
Our 17' canoe will accommodate up to 4 people. 

All of which means that any canoe bearing the 
Coleman name is built to withstand anything, built for 
fun and excitement, built to lost through years and 
years of vigorous use, built to go wherever you go. 

In short, built to take it. 

Available at all good outdoor product retailers. The Colemon Company, Parish Wharf Estate, Harbour Road, Portishead, Bristol, 8S20 90A. Telephone: (0272) 845024. Fax: (0272) 849255. 
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by BCU Director, 
Trevor Bailey 

The International Canoe 
Exhibition, a milestone in the 
canoeing year, is behind us. At 
one stage it looked as though 
we might not get there through 
the snow! Saturday was quieter 
than usual, but Sunday was the 
usual hubbub. I was pleased to 
be able to talk to so many mem­ 
bers - some of you . had also 
taken the opportunity to talk to 
senior voluntary officers on the 
BCU stand. Congratulations 
and thanks to everyone who 
played a part in another suc­ 
cessful event. 

At headquarters, we are 
continuing our efforts to pro­ 
vide more support to affiliated 
clubs in March every 
affiliated club was sent a free 
copy of the first edition of the 
BCU Clubs Handbook. A sec­ 
ond edition is already planned 
and suggestions for additional 
items are very welcome, so 
please send in your comments 
and ideas. The Access and 
Touring Officers Handbooks 
have also been produced 
recently and these too were 
circulated free to clubs. 
Further copies of all three pub­ 
lications are available from 
Headquarters (£2 to members 
and affiliated clubs, £3 to 
others) 

The handbooks are desig­ 
ned to help clubs to provide 
more canoeing opportunities 
especially at introductory level 
and to make BCU membership 
more attractive to the wider 
public. Hopefully, if events are 
run more frequently on water 
close to population centres, 
then more people will take up 
canoeing and join the BCU. The 
emphasis at the moment is on 
placid water paddling the most 
common type of water near 
population centres and a huge 
untapped market. The British 
Waterways licence makes 

BCU membership highly 
attractive to the placid water 
paddler. A seminar at Holme 
Pierrepont on March 17th, 
attended by regional rep­ 
resentatives, introduced the 
concept and provided training 
on setting up more regional 
activity. In particular, the semi­ 
nar launched the new BCU 
Time Trial Badge aimed at 
encouraging fun paddling on 
placid water, fast touring and 
marathon racing. The system is 
very simple and a trial can be 
run by any club officer or 
coaching scheme member. All 
times are attainable in touring 
boats. Full information and sim­ 
ple paperwork is available 
from BCU HQ or see page 30 of 
the clubs handbook. 

As you will read in Helen 
Mullineux's article, the BCU 
made a loss in the last financial 
year. In real terms, the loss was 
£15,000, the £45,000 referred to 
by Helen refers to the actual 
result against budget. Because 
of oneoff items and certain 
accounting changes the posi­ 
tion is complex, and I intend to 
write fully in next Focus detail­ 
ing where the BCU money 
comes from and where it goes. 

BCUCOUNCIL 
Helen Mullineux reports on 
February's meeting. 

The main problem raised was 
an unforseen deficit of £45,000 
on this years' budget. The three 
main areas of overspending 
were: 
1. Coaching this normally 
breaks even. No increase in 
star test charges led to income 
down, expenditure up. Action: 
raise star test charge to £2. 50. 
National coaching conference 

·was cancelled due to lack of 
interest - some expenditure 
could not be recovered. 
Update of services: new coach­ 
ing directory. Action: this was a 

-one off not a regular expense. 
2. Publications £20,000 over­ 
spend. Action: we are chang­ 
ing to having 'Focus' published 
by RMG Media who will deal 
with advertising, layout etc for 
us at agreed rates. Editorial 
control is still with BCU. 
3. Supplies also made a loss. 
Action: we have franchised out 
supplies and are guaranteed a 
£4000 income. 

Naturally the forth coming 
budget will be under severe 
pressure. Fortunately we have 
managed to make a saving of 
£15,000 on next years' 
mortgage. Our assets have 
been reduced, but we are still 
solvent. 

Sports Council is insisting 
that the running of Holme Pier­ 
repont Water Sports Centre 
goes out to tender next year. As 
a whole it makes a loss, but the 
slalom course breaks even. We 
have set up a technical commit­ 
tee to investigate the BCU hav­ 
ing some control over the 
slalom course (yes, the Sports 
Council can just ignore the 
massive financial contribution 
we made!). 

Committees are to discuss 
the morality of sponsorship by 
tobacco companies. 

Rafting - we can't just ignore 
it; it will affect canoeing. There 
was a wide ranging debate, 
with opinions fed in from 
affected committees, points 
made were: 

"There will be complications 
from the access point of view" 
"But it could be worse if we 
have no control". 

"Commercial rafters could 
afford to buy access and 
squeeze canoeists· out". 

"But if we are governing 
body for both sports we could 
ensure that canoeist were writ­ 
ten into agreements bought by 
rafters". 

"Commercial rafters are 
interested in us being their 
governing body they want 
something quickly". 

"Separation could occur late 
if appropriate, but we could not 
necessarily unite two separate 
bodies later even ifit would be 
for ~e best this has· happened 
in Switzerland". 

"Raft and canoe have one 
governing body in France. This 
has brought benefits such as 
rafters agreeing to keep off riv­ 
ers when WW Racers are 
training and competing". 

"SCA don't want to cover raft­ 
ing". 

"WCA do want some level of 
control over rafting". 

"Private rafts will be seen as 
more serious than pirate 
kayaks and they will be 'our' 
pirates". 

"But at least we can explain 
about access problems and 
environmental damage in the 
pages of 'Focus". We have a 
responsibility to educate raf­ 
ters too". 

"The National Watersports 
Centre . have decided that 
canoeists should be the people 
to set standards for raft guides." 

"Many raft guides are 
canoeists already''. 

"White water racing and 
competitive rafting fit well 
together and could benefit 
each other". 

The upshot of the debate was 
that we should cover rafting as 
well as canoeing. A group has 
been set up to see how best to 
do this, to liaise with all affected 
committees and rafters to 
finalise details. There will be a 
further report at next council. 
Watch this space. • 
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RACE THE ARCTIC 
A new sea kayak race is being 
planned by the Norwegian 
Canoe Federation to take 
place during the first week in 
August. A total distance of 
280km is to be covered by the 
event, all within the Arctic Cir­ 
cle, the land of the Midnight 
Sun, taking in the Lafoten/Ver­ 
teralen island group. The 
organisers promise spectacu­ 
lar scenery, including old fish­ 
ing villages, whales, seals and 
sea birds. If you are interested 
in taking part, write to Arctic 
Sea Kayak Race, Race Commit­ 
tee, PO Box 243, 8001 Sortland, 
Norway 

NEWCENTRE 
OPENS 
Lumbetts Mill Activity Centre 
has recently opened at Tod­ 
morden in the Pennines. The 
Centre buildings are an 
eighteenth century mill tower, 
renovated by the famous 
steeplejack Fred Dibnah. All 
the major outdoor activities will 
be catered for and the Centre 
has been specifically designed 
to suit the disabled. 

JUBILEE FOUNDA­ 
TION GROWS 
Last year's donations to the 
Jubilee Canoeing Founda­ 
tionQCF) have been 
announced and they total 
£4467. The JCF is a permanent 
grant making fund set up by the 
BCU to enable and encourage 
young people and the dis­ 
abled, to take part in canoeing. 
The fund started in a small way 
but funds have been built up 
progressively to the present 
total of £ 17221. Last year, the 
trustees were particularly 
delighted to receive some 

donations from sponsored 
events - totalling £765. Initially, 
the aim of the JCF is to build up 
funds in the Foundation's early 
years, giving grants to a sum 
equivalent annually to the 
income on investments. The 
1990 beneficiaries were the 
East Midlands Special Needs 
group, who were presented 
with £500 from the Founda­ 
tion. Donations to the JCF, how­ 
ever small are always very 
gratefully appreciated by the 
Trustees, please send them c/o 
the BCU Office in Nottingham, 
who will also provide advice on 
applying for grants. 

BCU EXPEDITIONS 
Four expeditions have been 
awarded BCU approval this 
year "exceptional, committing 
trips in wilderness areas of the 
world, well organised and 
likely to bring credit to their 
members and the sport of 
canoeing" They are:- 

The Anglo-Soviet North­ 
land Expedition to the Tajmyr 
Peninsula in Arctic Russia; this 
is the first time a joint Anglo­ 
Soviet sea kayaking expedition 
has taken place, one of its aims 
is to paddle around the most 
northerly continental point in 
the world. 

The Rio Feutaleufu Expedi­ 
tion, to make the first descent 
of the river from its source, 
Lake Situacion down to Lake 
Yelcho. The river descent is 
about 100km and the expedi­ 
tion will be self supporting, 
trekking by donkey to the start 
and carrying all provisions in 
the boats. · 

The Rain Forest Expedition 
to NW Sumatra is to attempt the 
first descent of the Peusangan 
river from Lake Tawar to 
Bireuen. 

The island of Dominica, in 
the Windward Isles is to be the 
destination of another group, 
led by Brad Lincoln, who also 
led the successful Atlas Kayak 
Expedition last year. The island 
is quite small - only 289 square 
miles in total - but is thought to 
contain a large number of 
worthwhile rivers and the 

group hope to accomplish a 
number of first descents. 

Three youth expeditions 
were also approved; Portway 
School have organised a trip to 
Arctic Norway, sea kayaking 
and whitewater rafting; the 
Yorkshire Schools Exploring 
Society, including a blind girl, 
Lisa Boocock, are to attempt 
the circumnavigation of Lake 
Titicaca in Peru; and Kent 
young explorers have planned 
a "Rhine Challenge" to pad­ 
dle the river by open canoe 
from its upper reaches to the 
sea - some of the participants 
in, this expedition are physi­ 
cally handicapped or sensory 
impaired 

RAVINGMAD? 
Meanwhile back home in 
Blighty, all has not been totally 
quiet on the Western front. 
Dave Crooks, who works for 
the Open Canoe specialists, 
Mobile Adventure, and Phil 
Blain, who also works occasion­ 
ally, have accomplished the 
first descent of the Swallow 
Falls by Open Canoe. The 
Swallow Falls, at Betws y Coed 
in North Wales have been shot 
a number of times by kayak but 
never before in an open boat. 
The happy event took place on 
January 16th and the boat used 
was a specialist whitewater 
canoe, the Dagger Caper. Its 
all on video, or do we mean 
video nasty, so if you'd like to 
see it, give Mobile Adventure a 
call. 

INTERNATIONAL 
TOURS 
The BCU Touring and Recrea­ 
tion Committee are organising 
trips to various International 
tours this year. They are: The 
Tulip Rally in Holland, 27 - 28 
April, the Veluwe Rally, also in 
Holland, 28 - 29 September and 
the Tejo Rally in Portugal at the 
end of April 1992. For details of 
the Tulip Rally, contact George 

Davies, 59 Olney Rd, Ember­ 
ton, Olney, Bucks, for details of 
the other two, contact Colin 
Kempson, 108 East St, Olney, 
Bucks, MK46 4DJ (0234 711833) 

SEAKAYAKC~IC 
The third Anglesey Sea Kayak 
Classic (Iuly 27-28) is offering 
real cash prizes in return for a 
few hours interesting paddling 
with the tide along the scenic 
North Anglesey coast, starting 
and finishing in Cemaes Bay. 
This year, the prize money is 
being doled out for each 
design of sea kayak entered, 
first Numbott etc. If only two 
Numbotts enter, the first home 
would be that much wealthier! 
A lone Numbott races against 
other loners in the Odds and 
Bods class. To book your wave 
on the last weekend in July, 
phone the race organiser 
(0407)710103 
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CANOE THE UPPER 
SEVERN 
The 11th and 12th May could 
see the waters of the Severn 
swelling with more open 
canoes than have been 
recorded on a meet anywhere 
else in Britain - last year over 
100 crews took part and the 
event grows year by year. It 
has developed into a grand 
social gathering for open boat­ 
ers, last year even a few 
slalomists popped by to take a 
look and couldn't believe so 
many canoes existed! If you 
fancy a good days paddle, con­ 
genial company and a few 
beers, give Roger or Sue 
Drummond a ring on (0743) 
365022. • 

• 



FOSTER ROWE 

Nigel Foster, Ray Rowe and 
Andy Middleton have formed a 
new company, FOSTER 
ROWE, producing kayaks, 
buoyancy aids and cagoules 
for instructors and high level 
performers in sea kayaking, 
white water and inland touring. 
The three make an imposing 
trio; are all well known BCU 
coaches; Ray Rowe is editor of 
the current BCU handbook and 
author of the acclaimed book, 
"Whitewater Canoeing"; Andy 
Middleton founded and is 
director of Twr y Felin Outdoor 
Centre, one of Britain's most 
popular sea canoeing and hot­ 
dogging venues; Nigel Foster 
runs his own canoeing school in 
North Wales. 

Foster Rowe's products are 
fo include the 18' 'Legend' sea 
kayak and a short coastal 
kayak, the 'Beluga', the Foster 
Rowe 8KG buoyancy aid - 
featuring easy access pockets, 
integral quick release tow line 
and the innovative Hitch Hiker 
diagonal back pocket - and the 
'Anglesey' cagoule with its 
'double cuff system, a fleece­ 
lined handwarmer pocket and 
wire rimmed hood for 
improved visibility - available 
in both Tactel and Goretex. 

NEWP&HTEAM 
David Crosbee (Mens Kl), 
Lynn Simpson (Ladies Kl), 
Mark Delaney (Cl) and 
Osborne/Shreeve (C2) form 
the P & H team for the 1991 
slalom season. This represents 
the final phase of P & H's "Mas­ 
terplan", aiming for P & H to be 
represented at the Olympic 
Games in 1992. The Masterplan 
scheme is open to any paddler 
in any division, details are 
available from P & H. 

P & H have recently secured 
the rights to manufacture the 
reflex Barcelona and moving 
from the slalom scene, have 
recently fitted a larger rear 
deck hatch to all their popular 
sea kayak models. Kayaks in 
stock with the smaller rear 
hatch are being reduced by 
,33% on current list prices. 

NEWOUTDOOR 
COMPANY 
FORMED 

Chris Hawkesworth Ltd have 
announced that as from March 
1st all their trading interests 
have been hived off into a new 
company 'Mont. be!' (UK) Ltd. 
MB (UK) is a joint venture bet­ 
ween the largely family owned 
Chis Hawkesworth Ltd of Har­ 
rogate in the UK with 
'Mont.bell' of Osaka one of 
Japan's largest outdoor com­ 
panies. 

The Wild-Water', YAK, 
Mont.bell, and Zero Point 
brand names will all now ·be 
manufactured, imported, 
exported, designed and distri­ 
buted under the 'Mont. bell' 
banner. (YAK - the neoprene 
and playboating company - 
was taken over by CHL last 
June). 

World slalom champion 
Richard Fox joins the new com­ 
pany as marketing director. 

PALM WIN EXPORT 
AWARD 
Palm Canoe Products have 
won an Export Award for their 
performance in 1990. The 
award was presented by Wil­ 
liam Waldegrave MP to Palm's 
managing director, Andy 
Knight. Palm canoe clothing 
and accessories have become 
established as some of the top 
selling imported brands in 
Scandanavia, Central Europe 
and Japan. 

THULE ROOFRACKS 
APPROVED 

Thule's roofracks have been 
given approval by the AA, the 
first roofrack manufacturer to 
be so accoladed. The roofracks 
were particularly praised for 
their purpose-designed attach­ 
ments, robustness and easy to 
follow assembly instructions. 
The AA test included factory 
trials and a road test under 
motorway conditions. 

YBA SHOPS CHANGE 
OWNERSHIP 
Two Directors of YHA Adven­ 
ture Shops pie have 
spearheaded a management 
buyout of the retail arm of the 
Youth Hostels Association. The 
two are Garry Haydon and 
Singh Chana, they take on the 
chain of 14 retail outlets which 
will continue trading as "YHA". 
The shops will continue to sell 
YHA membership and offer 
discounts to YHA members 

PYRANRA'S NEW 
ACCESSORIES 
Pyranha launched a new range 
of accessories at the Canoe 
Exhibition; the Professional 
Extreme Buoyancy Aid con­ 
tains over I 0kg of buoyancy 
(recommended minimum 6kg) 
and incorporates a belay/tow­ 
ing harness, a quick release 
karabiner park and pockets for 
throwbag, knife and camera. 
The Professional Breathable 
Dry Cag has developed from 
the very popular standard 
Pyranha Dry cags. Manufac­ 
tured in cyclone coated micro 
filament material, the Profes­ 
sional cag includes a twin seal 
system for the spraydeck, and 
cuff protectors to prolong the 
life of the wrist seals. 

PEAK'S NEW 
BUOYANCY AIDS 

Peak Performance Sports have 
added two new buoyancy aids 
to their range, a competition 
polo vest and a junior bouyancy 
vest. The polo vest is similar to 
Peak's other competition vests, 
with added foam protection 
under the arms and around the 
chest area, available in a ladies 
(shorter body) and mens ver­ 
sion. Both use a shoulder 
adjustment system which ena­ 
bles the garment to fit different 
size people and are available 
to order in team colours. The 
Junior bouyancy aid is based 
on Peak's ladies/youth size, 
with a reduced width foam 
panel. The garment has secur­ 
able shoulder straps which 
enable the size to be adjusted 
as the child grows. 

NEWWATERSPORTS 
SHOW 
A new exhibition, the Central 
England Watersports and Boat 
Show is planned for 9 - 12 May. 
The Exhibition is due to take 
place in the grounds of Himley 
Hall near Dudley in the West 
Midlands, and aims to promote 
the affordable end of the 
marine market. (eg canoes!) 



Fast Touring 
& Sea Kayak 

Decklines 

Aluminium strengthening rib 

Large cockpit 

chamber seat 

CONSTRUCTION: Rotomoulded in extra 
strong, durable, ultra-violet stabilised, linear, 
repairable, polyethylene 

COLOUR CHOICE: Natural, Red, Yellow, Blue, 
Green, Violet, Tundra, Russet, Mahogany 

LENGTH: 445cm 

WIDTH: 62cm 

HEIGHT AT FRONT OF COCKPIT: 28 cm 

COCKPIT LENGTH: 81 cm 

WEIGHT: 21 kg 

£f-i A. C. Canoe Products (Chester) Ltd. fl°4f~~~ P.O. Box 62, Chester, CH1 3JX England. Tel:(0244) 311711 

Decklines 

,~ Rudder 

Fax: (0244) 318890 
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GLASS FIBRE KAYAKS ASSYMETRIC RACING 

Ardeche double 269.00 

POLYETHYLENE KAYAKS 
ACE Fl.ATWATER 
Europa 
Falchion 385 
Jumper 
- Colour Extra 
- Iundra/Rus se: Z,tra 
ACE RUNNING \A. ,_,,E:.:.R _ 
Cadence · -·- · 
Europa 
Falchion 
Flash 
Valeta 
- Colour Extra 
- Tundra/Russet Extra 
ACE WHITEWATER 

222.95 
222.95 
206.00 

17.00 
27.00 

279.95 
269.95 
269.95 
269.95 
279.95 
20.00 
30.00 

Cadence 
Flash 
MX340 
Valeta 
- Mustard/Magenta 
ACE TOURING 

339.95 
329.95 
379.95 
349.95 

F.0.C. 

Voyager 445 
- Colour 
Ml 

249.95 
F.0.C. 

Ml 335 Sport 
Ml 335 Pro 
Ml 370 Sport 
Ml 370 Pro 
Ml 380 Recreation 
Ml 380 Sport 
Ml 380 Pro 
Ml 415 Tourer 
Ml 415 with Alum 
Stringer 

PALM 

;;99,95 
359.95 
2"{5.00 
310.00 
249.95 
289.95 
329.95 
239.95 

249.95 

Aquabat Popular 
Aquabat Sports 
- Colour Extra 
PERCEPTION 

214.95 
272.95 

15.00 

Dancer XS 
Dancer 
Dancer XT 
Corsica 'S' 
Corsica 
Mirage Club 
Mirage W. Water 
Kiwi 
Reflex 
Spirit 
PRIJON 

398.00 
338.00 
357.00 
398.00 
357.00 
210.00 
274.00 
193.00 
357.00 
398.00 

Invader x 340 LT WT 
Invader X 340 
Taifun XW 300 
T Slalom XW 320 
T Canyon XW310 
Topolino Spud 
PYRANHA 
Everest 
Everest XL 
Everest WW 
Everest WW XL 
Master 
Master XL 
Master WW 
Master WW XL 
Mountain Bat 
Mountain Bat XL 
Mountain Bat WW 
Mountain Bat WW XL 
Mountain Bat Extreme 
Rotobat - Pool 
Robobat 
Rotobat XL 
Rotobat WW 
Rotobat WW XL 
StuntBat 
StuntBat XL 
StuntBat WW 
StunlBal WW XL 

341.00 
395.00 
395.00 
395.00 
395.00 
395.00 

349.00 
425.00 
437.00 
479.00 
349.00 
425.00 
437.00 
479.00 
359.00 
43400 
447.00 
488.00 
566.00 
225.00 
295.00 
369.00 
372.00 
416.00 
369.00 
434.00 
437.00 
489.00 

Up grade kits are available for all 
Pyranha's range of kayaks POA 
AINSWORTH 
Eagle Special 229.00 
Eagle Touring 299.00 
Extreme - Comp Slalom 299.00 
Mogul Comp Bat 275.00 

SLALOM COMPETITION 
EXTRA, PREMIER, IMAGE, 
EXTREME, REFLEX RANGES 
Diolen Competition 431.25 
Diolen Ccmpetition 

Epoxy 
Kevlar 2 Comp 
Kevlar 3 Team Epoxy 
Carbon/Kevlar Comp 

460.00 
540.50 
632.50 
575.00 

CANADIAN CANOES 
Coleman 13' 409.00 
Coleman 15' 439.00 
Coleman 17' 459.00 
Coleman Gold Medallist 529.00 
Coleman 16' Outback 539.00 
Coleman Scanoe 540.00 
Grumman 15' D.Ended 662.00 
Other Grumman models P.0.A. 
Perception Gyramax 403.00 
Traveller 16 from 523.25 

SEA KAYAKS 
Sea Lion 517.00 
Chinook 490.00 
Sea Hunter Fully Rigged 609.50 
Huntsman Fully Rigged 530.15 
Kodiak 363.40 
Kodiak Fully Rigged 568.10 
Spectrum Basic 290.00 
Spectrum Fitted 385.00 

SURF SKIS 
Palm Wave Rider 
Palm Wave Patrol 
Palm Christo 7'3" 
Palm Christo 7'5" 
Palm Lazer 
Dirty Habits AV70 
Dirty Habits AV90 
Dirty Habits XP75 
Dirty Habits )(P95 
Raider Legend 
Raider Cruiser 
Raide, Wedge 
Raider Pro 
Breaker 225 
Breaker 245 

209.95 
219.99 
374.95 
374.95 
329.95 
300.00 
300.00 
340.00 
340.00 
299.00 
295.00 
299.00 
340.00 
189.95 
199.95 

Ainsworth Mistral Alloy 
Shaft 
Mistral Comp Shaft 
Sea Touring Alloy Shaft 
Sea Touring Carbon 
/Epoxy Shaft 70.00 

Lendal Power Master 55.95 

BUOYANCY AIDS 

54.95 
70.00 
54.95 

Shorti Junior/ 
X small 
Crewsaver Slalom 
Crewsaver XFI 
Crewsaver Flo 3 Pocket 
Crewsaver XE 1 
Wildwater Shortie 
Wildwater Expedition 
Wildwater Explorer 
Wildwater Explorer 
Leader 

Wildwater Competition 
Vest I.C.F 

Yak Toastie 
Ainsworth Shortle 

from 27.95 
36.95 
39.95 
49.95 
79.95 
39.95 
69.95 
99.95 

119.95 

39.95 
44.95 
36.50 

CRASH HELMETS 
Ace Competition 
AP 2000 
AP 3000 
Wildwater Std. 
Wildwater Competition 
Com bi Grade 4 Plus 
Protec 
Romer Eskimo 
Romer Kajak 
Romer Canyon 

12.95 
19.95 
28.75 
19.99 
19.99 
34.95 
34.95 
34.95 
54.95 
64.95 

SPRAYDECKS 
Ainsworth Adj.H.Duty 
All Round STD&BIG 
Fully Adjustable 
H.Duty for P.E. 
Gasket Deck 
Bush Deck Slalom 
Bush Deck P.E. 
Bush Deck C.1 
Y.A.K. 
K.I. racing no zip 
K.I. racing with zip 

20.99 
15.95 
21.45 
18.95 
49.95 
36.00 
38.00 
40.00 
49.45 
21.27 
22.95 

SURF SKI ACCESSORIES 
6.95 

13.99 
3.99 

18.99 

Velcro Seat Belt 
Metal Buckle Seat Belt 
Seat Pad Self Adhesive 
Power Seat Pad 
Leashes 
Telephone Leash 
Wax 
Std Fin 
Thruster set 

from 11.95 
16.95 
1.75 
5.99 
16.10 

OTHER SURF ITEMS 
Pop-out surf boards 
single, double, tri-fins 

from 139.99 
Belly Boards from 44. 95 

PADDLE KITS & 
ACCESSORIES 

Jointing Ferrules 3.95 
Canadian T Handle Male 2.50 
Drip Rings per pair 1.00 

CANADIAN PADDLES 
RIM Allround ClOO 25.00 
Bent Shaft C 103 36.22 
Schlegel Allround 44.00 
Schlegel Rapid 44.00 

KAYAK PADDLES SLALOM 
ABS/ALUM 17.95 
ABS Jointed Shaft 24.95 
R.I.M. Flat K90 30.00 
R.I.M. All round K 100 40.00 
Slalom Polo P800 60.00 
Comp Slalom Polo 70.00 
Extreme P800+ 80.00 
Schlegel Touring 67.00 
Schlegel Allround 73.00 
Schlegel Allround DL 83.00 
Schlegel Slalom 810 77.00 

CAGS 
Standard Gui 29.95 
Wildwater Allround 39.95 
W.W Kosi 7 ozs 59.95 
Kosi Cag + 79.95 
Pyranha Dry 53.95 
Ainsworth neo waist 31.50 

CANOE CLOTHING 
Pogies paddle mitts 
Pogies 40 below 
Pogies Canadian 
Arctic Mitts 
Neoprene Hood with 
Velcro Adj 

Surf cap 
½ finger gloves 
Neoprene/leather gloves 
Lita Longjohns 
Lita L. sleeve top 
Lita S. sleeve top 
Spec Savers 

7.95 
11.95 
11.95 
21.95 

14.50 
3.95 

15.95 
16.75 
16.95 
16.95 
15.95 

from 2.95 

CANOE FOOTWEAR 
Reef Surf Slaps from 8.95 
Neoprene Socks 9.95 
Okewind Slippers 9.50 
Neoprene Boots from 22.50 

CANOEING ACCESSORIES 
Toggles (pair) 
Back Strap 
Notch Footrest 
Aluminium Footrest 
Keeper Footrest 
Repair Tape small 
Repair Tape large 
Rudder Assembly 
Neoprene Glue 
Skeg Universal 
Glassfibre Repair Kit 
Back Strap (plus) 

1.20 
from 8.45 

13.60 
14.95 
14.50 

1.45 
5.00 
21.25 
2.95 

18.95 
7.95 
7.95 

Sportswise 1st Aid Kit 
Perception Hip & 
Knee Pads 

Perception Bulkhead + 
Fixing Kit 

Perception Set of 
4 Air Bags 

WW Rear Pair Air Bag 
WW Set of 4 Air Bag 
Nose Caps 
(State Model) 

21.95 

11.50 

25.00 

34.50 
19.95 
37.95 

from 5.75 

ROOFRACl<S 
3 Metre straps 
5 Metre straps 
Vertical Post pair 
J-Bars pair 
Upright Covers 
Loadcarrier Guttered 
Gutterless 
High Foot Commercial 
Lock Wires 

5.95 
8.95 

18.95 
18.95 
2.95 

43.50 
80.50 
69.50 
9.95 

SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT 
Survival Bag l man 1.50 
Survival Sag 2man 2.50 

EXPEDITION EQUIPMENT 
Large B.D.H. 6.99 
Medium B.D.H. 5.99 
Small B.D.H. 4.99 
Seals for the above 1.25 
Waist Tow Line 14.95 
Heavy Duty Tow Line 20.95 
Green Slime Throw Bag 23.95 
Expedition Throw Bag 34.50 
Gregson 1st Aid Kit 21.95 
Dry Sac Roll Top 

Small 12.95 
Medium 14.95 
Large 17.95 

Paddle Leash deluxe 7.95 
Line & Track 5mm line 21.90 
Line & Track 8mm line 32.90 

WETSUITS 
Junior Longjohns from 33.00 
Whitewater Longjohn 49.95 
.Gui Force 5 Longjohn 55.00 
Gui Force 7 Longjohn 85.00 
Bolero for the above 50.00 
Gui l pc Convertible from 95.00 
Lycra Rash Vest 18.00 
Shorts Standard from 39.90 
Zipped Vests 34.00 
Winter Steamers from 109.00 

CANOE TRAILERS 
Custom made to your exact 
requirements. Prices on 
application. 

CANOE SCHOOL 
Our B.C.U. School operates 
mainly from April to September 
and offers Novice, Intermediate 
and Advanced courses. Please 
ask our staff for details. 

CANOE HIRE 
Our Marina premises are situat­ 
ed on the banks of the Thames, 
with a lake alongside. We hire a 
wide range of Kayaks and Cana­ 
dian Canoes. 

POST & PACKING 

Mainland U.K. Canoe by courier 
£25.00. 
Kayak Paddle by courier £15.00. 
For other orders under £30 add 
£2. 
For orders over £30 add 5% of total 
value. 
All prices include VAT where 
applicable. Prices are subject to 
change without prior notice. 

WHITEWATER· FELIX LANE· SHEPPERTON 
TEL: 0932 225988 FAX: 0 

· TW17 8NJ 
4 3 1 5 2 
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EASTERN 
Eastern Region launched its 
bimonthly newsletter at the 
beginning of March with a cir­ 
culation to all BCU clubs in the 
Region. If there is not a copy on 
your club notice board ask 
your secretary where it has got 
tel 

News and information to the 
Editor Ron Hodgson, 6 Pad­ 
dock Road, Buntingford, Herts 
SG9 9EY. Copy dates are the 
last day of April, June, August, 
October and December for 
delivery within 10 days (I 
hope). Please note the follow­ 
ing corrections to the Eastern 
Region Yearbook Page 36: Ron 
Vessey, 13 Oakroyd Avenue, 
Potters Bar, Herts EN6 2EH and 
Dave Rudland, 19a Westerham 
Avenue, Edmonton, London N9 
9BT. 

EAST MIDLANDS 
Providing opportunities for 
canoeing for women is a high 
priority in the region, led by 
committee member Ann Hart, 
1 Denewood Ave, Bramcote, 
Nottingham (0602 288413) 
Assisted by Pearl Mulholland 
(0332 558263) she is planning 
an early evening fun event in 
May for teenagers, mothers 
and families at Darley Abbey. 
A wide variety of events where 
any canoe will do - cups of tea 
for spectators rounders and 
football for the kids. Newcom­ 
ers who like the experience 
can go on to the Midland Canoe 
Club Star Test session, a few 
weeks later. Full information 
from Ann or Pearl, who would 
be delighted to give help or 
advice to clubs in the region 
wanting to run similar events. 
The region is still looking for a 
slalom representative offers to 
Chairman, Reg Robinson (0636 
706486) 

LONDON AND 
SOUTHEAST 
REGION 
Congratulations to the winners 
of the Regional Pool Slalom, 
held at Alleyn's School Pool on 
12 January. The mens Kl was 
won by Andrew Wronski from 
Batchworth and the first lady 
was Louise Hilton from Whit­ 
more. The first London and 
South East paddler in the C 1 
event was Steve Hunt and the 

C2 was won by G Walling and 
T Walling from Whitmore. 

This years' Regional White 
Water training weekend at 
Holme Pierrepont will be held 
on 10/11 August There will be 
opportunities for paddlers of all 
levels of experience to practise 
their skills. For further details 
send an SAE to Paul Newman, 
20 The Rise, Hempstead, Gil­ 
lingham, Kent ME7 3SS. 

Congratulations are also due 
to Meridian who won the 
National Polo League Division 
1 and to Martlet (paddling as 
"Bucket and Spade") who won 
Division 3 South. 

NORTHERN 
The Northern Sports Council 
Roger Hopson Trophy has 
been awarded to the BCU 
Northern Region for develop­ 
ment work including access - 
well done everyone! Minutes 
secretary needed for Northum­ 
bria side of region. Volunteers 
to Jerry Tracey (0434) 683409. 
Also contact Jerry Tracey 
about weekly time trial races at 
Tyne Green, Hexham. The 
poorly supported regional 
wildwater championships 
were won by R Smith of Bar­ 
nard Castle (mens Kl) and Lisa 
Rae of Coquet CC (Ladies Kl). 
Contact Eddie Palmer (0434) 
27031 for information on Sports 
Council grant aid. Coaching 
panel AGM 25 April 730pm 
Ruyton Comprehensive 
School. Details from Martin 
Meling for Sea Touring Com­ 
mittee summer meeting in the 
Farne Islands area 21 - 23 June. 
Contact Vicky Brown, 27 The 
Turn, Loansdene, Morpeth 
NE61 2DU about Coquet CC's 
"Round the Island" race on Sun­ 
day 9 June and other events 
over the weekend. 

NORTHWEST 
The Region is arranging for 
paddlers to have a sweatshirt 
with their club name, NW Reg­ 
ion and a choice of design. A 
competition is being held to 
select designs. Send your 
entries to Suzanne Moore by 2 
May at 19 George Street, Pat­ 
ricroft, Manchester M30 ORG. 

The Region has use of Holme 
Pierrepont at Bank Holiday 
weekend 25 and 26 May. 
Paddlers from other Regions 
are welcome. However, parts 
of the course will be for NW 
Region paddlers only at 
specified times. There will be 
white water coaching, fun com­ 
petitions and full safety cover. 

The Region's Dee tour is on 
27 and 28 April, Bangor-on- Dee 
to Chester camping at 
Farndon. Organiser Margaret 
McCulloch of 5 Acuba Grove, 
Higher Tranmere, Birkenhead 
142 5LY. 

The Regional Newsletter 
can be obtained from Mike 
Burt, 19 Millhouse Lane, Croft, 
Warrington, £2 for four issues. 

WEST MIDLANDS 
West Midlands Rally Holme 
Pierrepont 27/28 April open for 
all, offering a wide variety of 
canoeing activity. 

Advance bookings £7.25 per 
day less £2.00 BCU members. 
Details from Mike Hubbard at 
78 Derrydown Road, Birmin­ 
gham B42 1 RT enclosing SAE. 

Ackers Trust Marathon 18 - 
19 May 35 miles around the 
Canals of Birmingham - the 
Venice of England. Details SAE 
from Dave Bateman, The 
Ackers Trust, Golden Hillock 
Road, Small Heath, Birmin­ 
gham B 11 2PY. 

Wye Tour, Ross to Mon­ 
mouth 23 June 20 miles in the 
valley of the Wye details from 
Mike Hubbard, 5th 
Paddlathon, Birmingham and 
Papworth Heart Foundation 
Rally River Severn 2 June 
Bridgenorth - Bewdley 25 miles 
details from Mike Hubbard. 

Upper Severn open canoe 
rally open canoes only. Details 
Drummonds outdoor (0743) 
365022. 
WM Mini slalom, all informa­ 

tion SAE from Peter Jones, 14 
Chaddersley Road, Halsowen, 
West Midlands. 

YORKSHIRE AND 
HUMBERSIDE 
The first River Washburn even­ 
ing release is on Wednesday 8 
May from 4.30pm to 8pm, with 
subsequent evening releases 
on Wednesday 29 May, 19 June 
and 10 July. BCU cards must be 
produced otherwise paddlers 
will have to take out Taster Day 
membership at £3. 

The Regional newsletter 
Yhorkie has been sent to all 
club secretaries for circulation. 
Anyone not having received 
their copy should get in touch 
with their club secretary and 
nonclub members can obtain a 
copy by sending SAE to 
Marianne Spender, Long Rig­ 
ging Farm, Booth, Halifax HX2 
6SZ. 

The Division 4 and 5 slalom at 
Copley, near Halifax on the 
River Calder is being revived 

and run jointly by Pennine and 
White Rose Canoe Clubs on 
the weekend of 18 and 19 May. 
Entries to R Haigh, Woodhill 
Gardens, Leeds LS16 7DD 
(0532 612442), 

SOUTHWEST 
Good news for clubs - there is 
no longer a deadline for sub­ 
mitting projects. The Regional 
Committee will consider sup­ 
porting suitable plans at any 
time. 

Once again will clubs and 
other groups please keep the 
Regional Committee informed 
of any interesting local projects 
in which they are involved or 
discussions with Local Author­ 
ity Sports Development Offic­ 
ers. Problems too, keep the 
details coming to the Regional 
Committee. 

The River Barie, 
downstream from Tarr Steps, 
as now open until the end of 
April thanks to the co-opera­ 
tion of the riparian owners. 

More training weekends and 
refresher/upgrading courses 
for qualified competition 
traineers are planned for late 
spring. Details will be sent to 
listed trainers shortly. 

Arrangements are being 
made to reschedule the Holme 
Pierrpont weekend from July to 
8/9 June. Hopefully, more junior 
and school clubs will be able to 
come. 

SOUTHERN 
1991 is the first full year that the 
Kennet & Avon Canal has been 
open., If you did not manage to 
do the 7 April Devizes to Honey 
Street Southern Region tour 
contact Ted Moulding (0908 
676343) about the remaining 
five tours down the K & A, from 
Honey Street to Reading, on 
Sundays 5 May, 2 June, 7 July, 1 
Spetmeber and 6 October. 
Each is about 9 miles, followed 
in some cases by visits to local 
attractions. 

Our thanks to Eyot Boat Club, 
and the participants, for a most 
successful series of Hare and 
Hounds training faces on the 
Thames in January. 

Copies of Southern Region's 
1991 Directory can be had from 
Ian Davey (0252 621381) price 
50p (£1.00 by post). 

Stop press: Royal Opening of 
the Basingstoke Canal (by the 
Duke of Kent) on Friday 10 
May. • 



RIVERTILL­ 
(TRIBUTARY 
OF RIVER TWEED) 
NORTH 
NORTHUM·BERLAND 
There is currently a difficulty at 
Twizell Mill, which is just above 
the road bridge where 
canoeists have to take out 
unless they are going on to 
paddle the Tweed. 

The owner is not seeking to 
hamper navigation, but is suf­ 
fering from parties using his 
front garden to portage the 
large weir right in front of his 
house. The weir can be a prob­ 
lem, as it is shootable with care 
in flood, but the sill is often too 
shallow to shoot. Portage is dif­ 
ficult, as there is a cliff footpath 
which is a Right of Way which 
passes around the back of the 
house and can be used. The 
owner is particulary con­ 
cerned when he is in residence 
and fishing, not so when he is 
absent. 
Will all prospective users 

please contact the LAO, Pete 
Clark, at Windy Gyle Centre, 
30 West St, Belford, Northum­ 
berland. Tel (0668) 213289. 

This applies especially to 
Youth Groups ie, Scouts, Police 
Cadets, YMCA who have tradi­ 
tionally used the river for years. 
There are likely to be further 
changes in this situation during 
summer 1991. 

ACCESS 
DO YOU CARE ENOUGH? 

Of the 12,000 miles of river in 
England and Wales, a small 
fraction (less then one sixth) 
are available to you as of right. 
For the rest, you must plead 
with often - possessive anglers 
and landowners for the right to 
use their water. 

Now the anglers have united 
with the landowners to 
threaten those precious few 
miles. Last year, after a long 
and expensive legal struggle, 
Water Heritage (supported by 
the BCU) secured some mod­ 
est protection for canoeists 
rights under the Rights of Way 
Act. This was too much for the 
Landowners and Anglers to 
abide, they are now uniting to 
pay for an appeal to the House 
of Lords to have the judgement 
overturned. 

Through scare tactics, they 
are hoping to gain sympathy by 
claiming that the Act would 
allow hundreds of miles of pre­ 
viously undisturbed rivers to 
be invaded by craft of all kinds. 
This is plain nonsense, anyone 
who has read the Act will 
understand that it only applies 
to those waters which have in 

RIVER EDEN the past, or are at present used 
asofnght. 

A success story has emerged But 10,000 miles out of the 
from the River Eden Agree- 12,000 is not enough for them, it 
ment. The agreement col- is evident that they are out to 
lapsed 12 months ago and a stop canoeists from using the CLEAN UP OUR 
free for all situation had 
developed. The agreement •--------------------' RIVERS CAMPAIGN 
was re-established in January but there is now access to the The second specimen letter (to 
last year, and since then has Eden of some description your local Water Supply pie) 
been working extremely well, throughout the year, although will appear in the next Access 
with only minimal unauthorised some months, this is in spate THE NORTHERN Extra (to be circulated with 
canoeing - a reflection not only conditions only. It is essential to REGION'S FIRST June Focus). 
on the efforts of Jim Wilson, the contact Jim Wilson well in 
Access Officer but also on the advance, as a booking system 
goodwill of paddlers who have has to be administered. 
stuck to the rather complex 
terms of the agreement. The 
riparian owners, evidently, are 
delighted with the way the 
agreement has been working - 
the 1991 arrangements have 
just been reviewed and access 
to_ the river has been almost 
doubled. The owners are now 
talking about providing a new 
egress point and a dry field for 
parking. The access arrange­ 
ments are rather complicated 

2000 miles or less which are 
available to them through the 
Act. 

To defend what we have 
gained will be expensive. 
There will be no help from the 
public purse to defend this 
case in the House of Lords. 
Only if sufficient funds can be 
collected will your rights be 
protected. The sum required is 
huge: but on the other hand 
there are many canoeists who 
we are sure will recognise that 
their sport is threatened by 
rich and powerful bodies who 
are determined that a sport 
which causes no erosion, noise 
or pollution and leaves no trace 
of its passing should be stop­ 
ped at .all costs. 

lf each reader of Canoe 
Focus contributed only £1, your 
rights can be defended. But 
please send more if you can 
afford it, we need your help 
and support. Contributions 
should be sent to Water Heri­ 
tage Rights of Way Fund, PO 
Box B30 35 Westgate, Hud­ 
dersfield, HD! IP A. Note: If a 
donor wishing to contribute a 
larger sum would prefer to do 
so through a fund having charit­ 
able status this can be 
arranged. Please write to the 
above address for further 
details. 

and Jill Bolton from the North 
West.and Mike Twiggs, the 
Access Committee Chairman. 

On the Saturday afternoon, 
the work of the NRA was consi­ 
dered and a National Park rep­ 
resentative joined in. This was 
quite a mega session, where 
the group heard from Cameron 
Durie, NW. NRA Fisheries and 
Recreation Divisional Manager 
about fisheries work in detail, 
its organisation, and its financ­ 
ing. 

In the all BCU sessions, 
canoeists' dirty linen was 
washed apropos the problems 
on the rivers. The region 
expressed its concern about its 
own growing popularity with 
tourists ironically, as lots of 
people have worked for this 
but it brings new problems. 
The Lake District is now satu­ 
rated, all year round, and 
Northumberland is now com­ 
ing under pressure as people 
discover one of England's hid­ 
den corners. 

The communication prob­ 
lem came up time and time 
again how to make sure that 
access information gets to 
canoeists, and how to 
adequately sample peoples' 
views on what they want, with­ 
out expensive paper surveys. 

The group also went canoe­ 
ing! Gust to prove that access 
people can) . 

• 

RIVERCRAKE 
AGREEMENT 
The River Crake agreement 
(Nov 1st-March 31st) is also 
reported to be working well. 
The Cumbria access team are 
now investigating other poten­ 
tial agreements, with some 
encouraging noises from the 
riparian owners of the river 
Kent. 

BCU Northern Region man­ 
aged to hold their first ever 
Access Seminar on the 
weekend of February 8 10 at 
Hawse End Outodoor Centre, 
Derwentwater. This was 
despite some of the worst 
weather of the winter, which 
trapped in all but three of the 
Northumberland contingent. 
Cumbria was cold but fortu­ 
nately more or less snowless! 

The group was run by Mike 
Mills and Eddie Palmer, RA O's, 
and welcomed as guests Chris 

TO CHANGE THE 
LAW 
A special meeting of the BCU 
Access Committee was held in 
early March to consider "What 
Changes do we Want in the 
Law" Canoeists are always say­ 
ing the law should be changed, 
but how? should we be aiming 
to amend existing laws? com­ 
pletely new laws? can the 
European Law help? Your 
views please, and a full report 
will be in next Access Extra 
(with June's Canoe Focus) 



~·perception®~ 
THE 11MIRAGE CLUB'' 

This classic favourite is now available in a "club" version. Fitted with comfortable seat, 
full length ethafoam buoyancy, end grab loops, decals and "keepers" adjustable 
footrests. An excellent kayak for individual or centre use. A long waterline assists 

directional stability while a high rocker allows easy manoeuvrability 
Available in red and natural. 

RRP only £210 inc VAT 
From all good stockists 

AVAILABLE NOW 
CORSICA 11511 

A paddler's dream 

A short, medium volume, hot performance kayak. Highly responsive and fast. 
THE kayak that has taken the US Rodeo Circuit by storm. · 

New safety features: Broachloop, revolutionary new endloop system, moulded safety 
foam grip, large cockpit. 

Perception Kayaks, Bellbrook Business Park, Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 1 QU 
Telephone 0825 765891/2 



"Striking fear into the hearts of its 
victims, the Vampire surprises its 
prey with the sheer speed and 
efficiency of its devastating attack". 
Extract from the novel "Vampire" 
by N. Eckpuncture 

VAMPIRE - THE NEW POLO KAYAK 
FROM P & H 

LA~RJt 
Contact: The P & H Company, Station Road, West Hallam, Derbyshire. 

Tel: 0602 320155 

We can obtain for you almost any 
canoe, kayak or surfski from almost 
any manufacturer. We can also let 
you pay for your purchase with 3, 6 
or 9 monthly cheques. No fuss, no 
delays, minimum details required. 

3,6or9 
MONTHS 

I NO INTEREST PAID I 
For any further information please 
do not hesitate to contact us. 

g0:01\.# 0602 320155 

II 

..... CSJ ..... 
The REVOLUTIONARY new sail rig for open 
canoes. Assembly time under 5 minutes on land 
or on water, then hoisted in 2 seconds and 
dropped in I second from the rear seat. Sail can 
be set low for open waters or up to 16ft high 
(from the 6.5ft mast!) for ghosting along riuers 
with high banks. No boom to hit heads and 
stows in its mast and small bow bag. 2yr sail 
warranty. Spars fully anodised with stainless 
fittings. Mail order available. 

Contact us now or uisit our harbourside 
showroom for a comprehensive range of 
Canoeing and Sea Survival Equipment and 
courses. Canoe Store ( also offe]r'7 
equipment for hire, 1 a// 7 

backed up by tuition ~ (:\ 
from experienced i½' and qualified / _ 

staff. -· -- ,," 

.---::::- j 
=------=.~ 

• LEADING & BUDGET BRANDS 

• ALL ACCESSORIES 

• KAYAKS • SURF SKIS • CANADIANS 
WITH SAIL AND MOTOR OPTIONS 

• TRY BEFORE YOU BUY POLICY 

• ACT/ON VIDEO LIBRARY AND SALES 

• FULL FIRST AID STOCK • SURVIVAL AIDS • ·FLARES 

• TRADE-INS AND PACKAGES 

• BR/TISH CANOE UN/ON 
INSTRUCT/ON & TESTS 

'BLISTERS' PACK 
For runners and canoeists 

an essential BLISTER 
prevention and treatment 
package for use before. 
during_ and after sport. 

• COLEMAN 
• PYRANHA 
• PERCEPTION 
• PALM 
• M.I. 
ETC. 

• SUlY 
• BUSHSPORT 
• McNULTY 
• ACE 

• VALLEY 
• SCHLEGEL 
• AINSWORTH 
• LIFEGUARD 

• PR/JON 
• PHOENIX 
• WHITEWATER 
• CREWSAVER 



Coming soon . 
TheBCUMap 
A comprehensive Guide to 
canoeing sites and facilities in 
the UK, in pictorical form. The 
BCU Map is offered free of 
charge to BCU members! To 
claim your copy, send an A4 
size envelope and 32p in 
stamps. Non members please 
send above plus a cheque for 
£1.50 

The Unique Guide to the 
Countryside 
Michael Woods (Editor) 
Unique/Templar Publication 
ISNN 105-870956-05-2 
£11.95 

lication. For 1991, the pub­ 
lishers have selected Wetlands 
and Lowland Rivers particu­ 
larly featuring the otter, which 
has been on the verge of 
extinction in this country. 

The Wetlands section of the 
Guide is both a celebration of 
the beauty and diversity of wet­ 
land habitats and a practical 
guide, encompassing species 
identification, important wet­ 
land sites and who to complain 
to if you find evidence of pollu­ 
tion along your favourite 
stretch of river. Also of interest 
to canoeists is the section in the 
Guide about getting around in 
the countryside without caus- 

The Otter - once on the verge of extinction 

The Unique Group, chaired by 
Noel Edmonds, have pub­ 
lished this handbook with the 
aim of making a positive con­ 
tribution to the environment 
and this is a key element of the 
Unique Guide. For every copy 
that is sold, a donation is made 
to the Woodland Trust, towards 
planting new broadleaved 
woodlands. As well as giving 
countryside information 
where to stay - travelling 
around - suggested walks - 
wildlife and plant identification 
guides - a constant theme is the 
threat to the countryside from 
pollution, roadbuilding, insen­ 
sitive agricultural practices 
and what can be done to 
safeguard endangered 
habitats. 

The Guide is planned to be 
an annual, highlighting a 
specific habitat with each pub- 

ing undue distress to its natural 
inhabitants. The Guide is quite 
critical of some of the less sen­ 
sitive ways of exploring the 
countryside, and it is hearten­ 
ing to see the canoe hailed as a 
relatively pollution free mode 
of transport! The Guide also 
includes sections on photo­ 
graphy, first aid and 100 
recommended walks,com­ 
plete with maps and route 
descriptions. Main con­ 
tributors are Michael Woods, 
Heather Angel, Professor Chris 
Baines, Dr Johnny Binks, Glynn 
Christian, John Craven, Judy 
Halpin, Simon King, Tony 
Soper, Alan Titchmarsh and 
David Tomlinson. 

Available from most good 
bookshops, if you have diffi­ 
culty obtaining a copy contact 
The Unique Group direct on 
(0794)301042 

BRITISH WHITEWATER 
by Terry Stony 
ISBN O 09 467770 0 
£10.95, Constable 

This Constable Guide covers 
Terry Storey's personal selec­ 
tion of the hundred best canoe­ 
ing rivers in England, Wales 
and Scotland and is by far the 
most comprehensive whitewa­ 
ter guide yet to be published. 
Terry Storry is a BCU coach at 
Plas y Brenin, and the 
guidebook bears testimony to 
his experience and expertise. 
As well as the popular classic 
runs, there are many of the less 
well known and smaller rivers. 
The format is similar to Consta­ 
ble's climbing guides, the riv­ 
ers being arranged by area, 
with star ratings and a general 
area description. There are 29 
maps, black and white photo­ 
graphs and the book has a 
waterproofed cover. There are 
general interest chapters on 
river grading, hydrology and 

access, although Terry Storry's 
views on the political debate 
surrounding access may be 
found contraversial by some. 
No specific access information 
is given for any of the rivers, but 
an outline of the general situa­ 
tion is included in the chapter 
on access. 

Gems of White Water of the 
High Alps by Josef Haas 

English Translation by Fred 
Wondre 
ISBN 3124-87685-124-6 
Rosgarten Verlag Publishers 

I fell in love with this book 
before I opened it, alone read it 
- the photographs on the front 
and back covers are superb 
and the book itself (a glossy, 
hardback, large format affair) is 
packed with colour photos of 
the kind that inspire one to 

· instantly pack a car and head 
for the nearest ferry port. On 
further investigation, the book 
is a guide to the Upper Dur­ 
ance Basin, listing and describ­ 
ing almost all the runnable riv­ 
ers in the Durance and Ubaye 
basins. It is an Italian publica­ 
tion, but the English translation 
is printed alongside, expertly 
and sensitively done by Fred 
Wondre. There is a map for 
each river, with gradings, 
access /egress points and 

specific dangers. The descrip­ 
tions are quite long and 
describe the scenery, accom­ 
modation possibilities as well 
as the characteristics of the 
river descent. 

Not a book to carry with you 
on your travels, but a real treat 
to inspire yourself with before 
you go. Available from Fred 
Wondre, Clarendon Lab, Parks 
Rd, Oxford OX! 3PU 

II 



Last year I put a survey in 
'Focus' on items not resolved at 
the 1990 AGM - mainly issues 
that could not legally be put as 
motions to a Company AGM, 
but certainly deserved discus­ 
sing. 

Twenty seven people 
replied, so obviously there was 
no massive weight of opinion 
one way or the other. Not 
everyone answered all the 
questions, but there were some 
very strong feelings expres­ 
sed. Several people enclosed 
quite lengthy and constructive 
letters with their survey returns 
-thanks. 

So, here are the results with 
additional comments taken 
from the letters. 
Commercial Interests 
People who have commercial 
interests in canoeing should be 
allowed to hold influential posi­ 
tions on BCU committees. 
Yesl4 Nol3 

Many of the people who said 
'Yes' actually said 'Yes but' 
for example: 
'Yes' - but only one or two' 
'Yes' - but a limited number' 
'Yes' - but only if you can't fill 
the post with non-biased 
people' 
'Yes' - providing they don't pur­ 
sue their commercial interest' 

One person voting 'No' was a 
canoe shop owner who felt 
very strongly that it would be 
human instinct to promote your 
own interests and the BCU 
should be kept independent. 

BCUAGM 
If the BCU AGM was held at 
Crystal Palace would you 
attend a 4-5 hour meeting on 
the Saturday evening? 
Yes6 No 17. 
Comments: 
'4-5 hours too long' 
'There should be a clear, timed 
agenda' 
'To expensive to stay overnight 
in London' 
'Hold the AGM at an event or 
organise a conference around 
it' 
Election Results 
Should election results and 
votes on motions at the AGM be 
published? (In Focus or Hand­ 
book) 
Yes27 No0 

The overwhelming feeling 
was they should be put in 
Focus. 

Finance 
Do you accept that your mem­ 
bership fee covers parts of the 
sport you don't participate in 
and is this fair? 
Yes22 No 3 
Comments 
" .... would like a breakdown of 
how membership fees relate to 
the branches of canoeing. 
Does access subsidise slalom 
or vice versa?" 

" .... little option but accept it... 
seems that competition 
receives far too much attention 
and finance .... this is not fair but 
I would not want to see diffe­ 
rent aspects of the sport split 
up". 
"Membership fee should be 
spent out in ratio to part of the 
sport that members come 
from". 
"The cost of competition train­ 
ing and events should be paid 
by competitors or clubs 
involved and not subsidised by 
the recreational canoeist". 

Access Policy 
Should there be a full survey of 
members on access policy. 
Yes 25 No 2 

Comments 
"Access is the key issue facing 
paddlers in this country. BCU 
should give priority funding to 
it". 
" ..... a simple, tabulated sum­ 
mary of rivers and agreements 
regularly in Focus". 
"Promote the many miles of 'no 
problem access ( eg placid 
water) we already have" 
"No survey, most members 
won't reply and this will open 
the door for militants". 
"A survey might make the BCU 
sound less like the voice of 
authority and more like the 
voice of members". 
"Tell Sports Council/Parlia­ 
ment/European Parliament we 
have done everything possible 
to negotiate with anglers; they 
won't make reasonable prog- 

ress so BCU can't take respon­ 
sibility for paddlers' actions 
any longer". 

Other Comments ... 
... not based on the survey: 

" .... suggest a tendency to prom­ 
ote white water as 'the only' 
activity". 
"SCA is a friendly group, BCU is 
like a bureaucratic civil ser­ 
vice". 
"I like the new membership/ 
finance arrangements". 
"More details in 'Focus' about 
forthcoming events, especially 
touring and social". 
Many events in Focus have 
already taken place". 
" .... like to see the Constitution 
more democratic". 
"Persuade Council it is heading 
a union - a collection of indi­ 
viduals and working for their 
benefit, protecting their rights, 
not running a glorified club". 
"Include a 'road test' of new 
canoes/kayaks as a regular fea­ 
ture in Focus". 

I will be raising these issues 
for discussion at the next Coun­ 
cil meeting. 

Sorry it has taken a year to 
collect the results, analyse 
them and publish. Wheels 
grind slowly - I did my best. 

Belen Mullineux 

-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- - ·-- -- - 
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BRITISH CANOE UNION 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

For use until 31 October 1991 by those living in England. (See over for classes, benefits and notes) 
I/We wish to apply for BCV membership as indicated below. I/We agree to be bound by the rules and regulations of the Union. I/We accept liability 
Jor my/our (£1) in the unlikely event of the Union's liquidation. 
DATE · SIGNED . 
SURNAME TITLE OTHER NAMES . 
ADDRESS . 
................................................................................... POSTCODE (very important) . 
All subscriptions run until 12 months from the end of the month of joining 
(Residents of Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales should ap,E!}: to CANS/SCAIWCA) 
Have you been a BCU member previously? YES D NO LJ Please give your age group Under 18 D 18-25 D 26-40 D Over 40 D 
Please tick (Y) the membership required: 
Adult Basic £11.50 D Adult Comprehensive £20 D Life Comprehensive £310 D Under 18 Basic £7 D Under 18 Comprehensive £IO.SOD 
* If you are an adult member your spouse and children under 18 can each be family members in your category. Please indicate the numbers required 
in the boxes below and give their names overleaf. D Family Basic@ £6 = £6 D Family Comprehensive@ £9.50 = £ 
Please tick (Y) optional extras re~ed - 
£500 Canoe Insurance @ £7 .SO LJ £500 Canoe Insurance plus £250 Equipment Insurance @ £12.50 D Canoeing Handbook @ £14.50 D 
TOTAL PAYABLE= £ 
D I enclose my cheque/money order 
DI would like to pay by ACCESSNISA and I have given details overleaf 

SEND FORM AND TOTAL PAYABLE TO: 
BCU Adbolton Lane, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 SAS 
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For the Active Paddler 
Crewsover, Britain's leading designer of Lifejockets 
and Buoyancy Aids hove a range of BSI and BCU 
Approved models suitable for white water, slalom, 
expedition and leisure canoeing, each specially 

tailored for it's purpose. 
To learn more of our 1991 range of canoe products 

- write for our free colour catalogue. 

fn1CREWSAVER 
, a a r 

Crewsaver, Mumby Road, Gosport, Honts P012 1AQ. Tel: 0705 528621 

TWO NEW SEA KAYAKS! 
SEE THEM UNVEILED AT THE INTERNATIONAL 

ANGLESEY SEA SYMPOSIUM 
3rd-10th MAY 

THE PINTAIL 
SMALL & LITHE - A DEVELOPMENT OF THE ANAS ACUTA 

THE SKERRY R.M. 
ROTOMOULDED IN H.D. POLYTHENE WITH BUil T-IN SKEG & R.D. FITTINGS 

BOTH HA VE V. C. P. OVAL HA TC HES - BIG AND WA TERP ROOF 
Details of ALL THREE from: 

VALLEY CANOE PRODUCTS LTD, PR/VA TE ROAD 4, COL WICK, 
NOTTINGHAM NG4 2JT, ENGLAND. TEL 0602 614995 • 



Card Organiser - Leather 4. 95 
Key Ring ~ Leather .85 
Member's Sew on Badge 1.00 
Blazer Badge 1.50 
Members Tie - Navy 6.15 
Tie Pin/Lapel Badge 2.20 
Canoe Lock/Cable (Padlock not supplied) 6.00 
Smurf Canoeist 2.55 
Cadet Badge .60 
1 Canoeists' badge .20 
1 do it ..... with the BCU' button badge .20 
Keep safe 1.50 
Competition Cagoule (Red) M, L 19.40 
Recreation Cagoule (Red) M, L 19.40 
Pullover (Red, L/lllue, Beige, Gn:y), M, L 13.25 
Sweatshirt (Red, Black, Navy, Maroon) M, L, XL 13.50 
Tm a Paddler' T Shirt - M, L 5.00 
Tm a Paddler' Vest - S, M, L 4.70 
Tm a Paddler' baseball cap 3.85 
Polo Shin (Red, white, pink, navyJ S, M, L 10.40 
Widget Wallet 2.95 

l.9.. MJ?LIL O!l(rJYE/1( l.9.. 
.(incorporating BCU Supplies). 

VIDEOS 
Kayak Handling 
Path of the Paddle Solo 
Path of the Paddle Solo and Doubles WW 
Mastering Kayak Control 
A Taste of White Water 
Kayaking - The basic skills 
Canoeing - The basic skills 
River Rescue 
Rollin' with Nolan 
Play Paddling with Bob McDougall 
Getting Down Under - Squirtboat 

25.80 
36.50 
36.50 
21.95 
26.15 
26.15 
26.15 
31.95 
21.95 
21.95 
21.95 

IECIINJQUE 
Canoeing - TheFladbury Way 
US White Water handbook 
Canoeing skills and techniques 
White Water Kayaking - Ray Rowe 
Eskimo Rolling for Survival 
Sail Your Canoe 
The Squirt Book - Jim Snyder 
Beginners Guide to the Kayak 
Basic Essentials of Canoeing 
River Rescue - Bechel and Ray 
Take up Canoeing 
The White Water River Book 
White Water Safety - Hardy 

Canoeing down Everest 
Paddles to the Amazon 
Raging Rivers, Stormy Seas 
Argonauts of the Western Isles 
Canoeing Across Canada 
Iceland Breakthrough 
Keep it Moving - Baja by Canoe 
Paddling Hawaii 
Rivergods 
River Days - Travels on Western Rivers 
Blue Water Summer 
First Descents 
Innocent on the Middle Fork 
Mississippi Madness 

2.65 
5.95 
5.95 
,8,95 
8.95 
3.95 
7.95 
6.95 
3.95 
9.95 
2.95 

10.95 
9.95 

A comprehensive range of accessories for canoeists 
Prices quoted are correct at time of printing 

•raw 
British White Water - Storry 
Guide to the Waterways of the British Isles 
Canoe Touring in East Anglia 
River Wye 
Austria and Bavaria 
Alpine White Water 
French River Notes 
Where to Launch Your Boat 
Guide to Northern Ireland 
Scottish White Water 
River Thames Guide 
Rivers of the West Midlands 
Snowdonia, White Water, Sea & Surf 
Rivers of Cumbria 
Guide to Scottish Rivers 
Canoeists Guide to the East of England 
Alpine Canoeing 
WW Runs & Touring Rivers of S Wales 
Run River Run 
Canoeing Ontario's Rivers 
Italian White Water 
New England White Water Rivers 
Rivers of Costa Rica 
Rivers of the South West 
Washington White Water 
White Water Canoeing - Southern Norway 
White Water Guide to Kayaking USA 
Broads and Fens 
OS Waterways Guide: South/0:nlnl/North 

~~lliftlf MlM\11ttt1!1tS 
oastw 

Broadlands 
River Thames 
River Severn 
River Wye 
British Waterways Board 

1.30 
3.75 
1.30 
1.30 
2.80 

COAClll'\G SI LDY PACKS 
The Coach in Action 
The Body in Action 
Safety and Injury 
Improving Techniques 
Mind Over Matter 
Planning and Practice 
Set of Above Six books 
The Coach at Work 
Physiology and Performance 
Safety First 
Above three NCF Manuals 
Crib Cards 

2.50 
2.50 
2.50 
2.50 
2.50 
2.50 

13.50 
5.50 
5.50 
5.50 

15.20 
4.95 

1-11,1,ss A\D I RAl'\('\G 
Stretching - Anderson 
Sports Injuries - Read 
Inner Game of Kayaking 
Fitness for Sport 
Nutrition for Sport 
The Outdoor Athlete 
Sporting Body - Sporting Mind 
Sporting Injuries - Self Help guide 
Athletic Ability and Anatomy of Motion 
Triathlon training 

9.99 
6.95 
3.00 
5.95 
5.95 
9.95 
5.95 

10.95 
13.50 
8.95 

• 

TRAVEL 
4.25 
4.50 

12.95 
10.95 
14.95 
12.95 
12.95 
8.95 

14.95 
13.95 
3.95 

10.95 
7.95 

12.95 

ise rxavigauon 
Exercise in Coastwise Navigation 
Sea Canoeing - Hutchinson 
Practical Guide to Sea Canoeing - Jeffs 
Sea Kayaking - Dowd 
Sea Kayaking - Hutchinson 
Fundamentals of Kayak Navigation 
Commitment and Open Crossings 

~WW!flltfflt1f : u moe !"lames 
Hypothermia, Frostbite & cold injuries 
Kayak Cookery 
The White Water Source Book 
First Aid Manual - Red Cross 
Emergency Medical Procedures 
Hypothermia - Death by Exposure 
Mountaineering First Aid 
Wilderness Medicine 
In Search of Adventure 
Safety in Outdoor Education 

~YISl!t>W!U 

10.95 
4.50 
3.25 
1.95 
6.00 
5.15 
.50 

5.05 
2.95 
3.50 
6.95 
5.40 
6.90 
4.95 
4.00 
4.50 
8.95 
5.50 
7.95 
8.95 
2.75 
7.95 
9.95 

12.95 
7.95 

11.95 
7.95 
5.95 
6.95 

" 4.65 
7.95 
6.95 
8.95 
9.95 
9.95 

16.95 

" 7.50 
6.95 

11.95 
4.95 
4.95 
7.95 
3.95 
6.25 
5.95 
3.75 

· anoeing - American Red Cross 
New Wilderness Canoeing & Camping 
The Canoe - Roberts 
The Wood and Canvas Canoe 
Birchbark Canoe 

BCL HOUSE l'LBLICA'I 1O\S 

Boatbuildcrs Manual 
Canoe Guides Handbook 
Canoecraft 
Canoeing Wild Rivers 
Path of the Paddle - Mason 
Song of the Paddle - Mason 
The Open Canoe - Riviere 

Blazing Paddles 
Kayak - Nealy 
Kayaks to Hell - Nealy 
White Water Tales of Terror - Nealy 

8.90 
11.75 
30.00 
13.95 
9.95 
6.95 
5.95 
9.95 

15.75 
12.95 
12.95 
9.95 

HUMOUR 
12.95 
8.95 
3.95 
4.50 

Canoeing Handbook 
Binder - for loose leaf logbooks 
Slalom Yearbook 
Wild Water Yearbook 
History of Canoeing in Britain 
Canoeing for Disabled Persons (1989 Ed) 
Canoe Polo Coaching and Tactics 
Polo handbook 
Chest Harnesses - use in White Water 
Throwlines - use in White Water 
Weir Wisdom 
Canoe Focus Binder 
Touring Log Book 
Coaching Logbook - stitched 
Coaching Logbook - loose leaf 
Logbook continuation sheets 

Ad vanced skiing · 
Mountain Biking 
Handbook of Skiing 
SAS Survival handbook 
Mountain navigation 
Mountaincraft and Leadership 
Adventure Sports - Rock Climbing 
Manual of Modem Rope Techniques 
Orienteering - Skills of the Game 
Cross Country Skiing 
Freeheel skiing 
Windsurfing - Improving Technique 
The Mountain Bike Way of Knowledge 
Venturing Underground 

14.50 
3.50 
2.50 
2.00 
.80 

3.00 
2.50 
1.10 
1.10 
1.10 
1.65 
5.75 
1.50 
1.20 
1.20 
.75 

GENERAL OUTDOOR BOOKS 
8.95 
8.95 

10.95 
10.95 
4.50 
9.80 
8.95 
8.95 
9.95 
9.95 

10.95 
5.95 
4.95 

10.95 



MAIL ORDER FORM 

Full Name: Membership Number: 
Teleohone (Dav) 
Full Address 

Post Code: 

QTY DESCRIPTION SIZE COL PRICE 

Remember to add £2 post and packing if your order is over £10 value £ 

PLEASE NOTE: Prices quoted apply to BCU and Current Trends members - 
non members add 10%. Orders under £10, carriage free. All other orders, add £2 postage and 
packing. Overseas orders add 25% of total order value to cover postage and packing. 

Total remittance £ 

Method of Payment: Cheque/ Postal Order/ Credit Card 

Credit Card Number: 

Name of Cardholder: 

(Please indicate) 

Expiry Date: 

Signature: 

Please return this form to: Current Trends Mail Order, Adbolton Lane, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 SAS England 

'CANOESPORT 
SPECIAL' 

CURRENT TRENDS MEMBERS' MAGAZINE 

For details of our complete mail order range, including the 
latest books, guides, gear and accessories, why not send for 
'CANOESPORT SPECIAL'. For just £1.95, this magazine 
gives you a comprehensive listing of what we have to offer, 
membership of Current Trends, a 'money off voucher and 
superb articles and information on all aspects of canoe sport. 

The Complete Adventure Experience 
From Holme Pierrepont 

* Full range of kayak and canoe courses 
(inc. BCU Coaching awards) 

* Continental Adventure Paddling - 
Europe, Africa and the Americas 

* Action Breaks and Action Sport Specials 
* Mail Order (incorporating BCU Supplies) 
* Tel: 0602 818844 

* Superb range of boats, accessories and 
clothing for both on and off the water. 

* New exciting lines for spring and summer 
* Interest free credit on purchases over £100 
* Isosport and Phill'pette training sytems 
* Open 7 days a week 
* Tel: 0602 813222 

The Complete Adventure Equipment Shop 
at Holme Pierrepont • 
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FOR SLALOM PADDLERS ONLY? 

!As you can see from my 
'address I come from Lowestoft 
in East Anglia, not exactly the 
closest place to either Holme 
Pierrepont or any decent 
whitewater. However, I and my 
friends really enjoy our white­ 
water paddling and regularly 
make the effort to travel long 
distances to good whitewater. 

On the 3rd February 1991, I 
travelled to Holme Pierrepont 
with a couple of friends to use 
the artificial whitewater 
course. 

We were somewhat amazed 
at the attitude of a female pad­ 
dler on the course, who inci­ 
dentally was wearing a crash 
helmet with 'England' 
emblazoned on it. Just because 
I was in between the poles on 
one of the gates when she 
came haring down the course I 
was subjected to a tirade of 
abuse, generally along the 
lines of: 
- "the course is for slalom com­ 
petition paddlers not for any­ 
one else". 
- "recreational paddlers are a 
waste of time". 
- "next time if you do not get out 
of the way when I want to go 
through a gate I will do you 
physical damage". 
- "I am insured and you are not 
so I can really damage you 
(and your boat) and it won't cost 
me a penny". 
- "all recreational paddlers 
should give way to slalom 
paddlers". 

As the course was open to 
the public I fail to see why "re­ 
creational paddlers" should be 
subject to this kind of abuse, 
indeed, if this is the attitude of 
"competition paddlers" (and I 
hope it is not) then in the long 
run all it is likely to promote is 
violence between canoeists 
(hardly good for the sport). 

Ta be honest I and my 
friends are little impressed 
with both this kind of attitude 
from single canoeists and the 
attitude to recreational 

paddlers in general. 
At recent "Open Tours" (eg 

Tryweryn) whitewater racers 
have been given specific times 
when they can race (and no­ 
one else is allowed on) yet they 
still get on the river when 
recreational paddlers (and 
Learners!!) are enjoying them­ 
selves and expect them to get 
out of the way. A friend of mine 
was actually pushed out of the 
way with a paddle when the 
whitewater racer came around 
a sharp corner at speed. I will 
be the first to admit that there 
are a small number of recrea­ 
tional paddlers who need to 
clean up their act as far as 
safety and good manners are 
concerned (ie sitting in stop­ 
pers for hours on end when 
others are waiting or trying to 
paddle through it), [thanks to 
the kind person who pushed 
me over on the Tryweryn last 
year so that they could get 
back into the stopper quicker]. 
However, this seems "small 
beer" when compared to the 
seemingly growing negative 
attitude of competition 
paddlers towards recreational 
paddlers. 
SUGGESTIONS a) When 
"Open Tours" are arranged, 
keep them for recreational 
paddlers, or at least weight the 
time over the course of the 
weekend towards them (not so 
that they can only paddle Satur­ 
day night and Sunday after­ 
noon!!!). b) When Holme Pier­ 
repont is open to the public 
either clear the poles out of the 
way or make it clear to the 
competitive paddlers that the 
course is open to the public 
and they may not be able to 
complete all the gates due to 
people being in the way. 
Surely good sense must prevail 
otherwise as I have said before 
violence will erupt between 
canoeists - not good for anyone. 

PaulDiamon 
Lowestoft 

SURPRISE AND 
SADNESS 
It was not with surprise but sad­ 
ness that I read John Hartland's 
letter in the last issue of Access 
Extra, nor was I surprised at the 
way it was presented. I have 
known John for many years and 
he is a colourful character 
around the Club and has, I am 
sure, a greater knowledge of of 
the requirements of those who 
sit on the river. 

The Canoeists Guide to the 
Waterways is a good booklet 
but is somewhat out of date and 
it is not that easy to get hold of. 
It is generally bought by 
people who probably do not 
belong to the BCU. It is what I 
would term as a novice infor­ 
mation book. 

The public landing steps at 
Monmouth can at times be con­ 
gested but whether I have 
been rowing or canoeing I 
have never personally found 
any problem and it goes with­ 
out saying it is safer to be out of 
the main channel and in the 
side of the river bank for indi­ 
viduals and groups when there 
are other craft around. 

The rubbish problem at 
Monmouth is quite interesting 
as the public carpark attracts 
many people who picnic 
alongside the river and the 
Wye Valley Walk travels 
within a metre of the Club 
which many thousands of 
people use every year and I am 
also reliably informed by an 
old gardener that dogs urine 
can seriously damage grass 
(what me take the .... never!!). 

For anyone who does 
experience problems on the 
Wye or specifically at Mon­ 
mouth I am always available for 
advice on Monmouth (0600) 
3461. 
GSymonds 
WCA Local Access Officer 

KINGFISHERS AND 
SALTY SEA DOGS 
Most canoeists know a 
kingfisher or a mute swam 
when they see one, and it may 
make a noteworthy part of their 
canoeing day when they do so! 
How many canoeists however, 
realise that the kingfisher was 
subject of a national survey this 
year and that their sighting may 
·have been a valuable record. It 
isn't long before you meet salty 
sea dogs who have survived 
gales, paddled through the 
grey dog to the Garvellochs, 
met otters, sea eagles and even 
basking sharks. 

Basking sharks, it turns out, 
are little understood and at the 
same time the subject of a 
Marine Conservation survey. 
They are, second to the whale 
shark, the largest fish in the 
world. Some grow to more than 
30 feet in length. Basking 
sharks are killed for the oil their 
livers contain and, while they 
are seen around the British 
coastline every year, their 
numbers are falling. 

The MCS survey plans to find 
answers to these questions and 
asks those who encounter 
basking sharks to complete a 
survey card. It is certainly a 
topic of conversation in the pub 
at night if you've met a basking 
shark the length of your kayak 
that day - the MCS survey 
could use that sighting, 
whether 2 weeks or 20 years 
ago. Details, however scant, 
are useful but if you can supply 
date, time, numbers, size, what 
they are doing, distinguishing 
marks, scars, precise location 
(grid ref) then either send to 
MCS for a survey form or send 
details to Doug Hardie, who 
seems to have mey so many of 
late that he's well practised at 
filling the forms and could 
probably collate and assess 
how big the canoeist contribu­ 
tion to the survey is: 
Marine Conservation Society, 
9 Gloucester Road, Ross on Wye, 
Herefordshire HR9 5BU 
Doug Hardie, 
Croft End, Plurnbland, Aspatria, 
Cumbria 

Mike Mills, 
Cumbria 

WOMEN IN CANOEING 
GROUP 

A big thank you from Chris 
Lawler to everyone who 
helped out at Crystal Palace - 

the stand was a huge success 
and at least 600 women filled in 
the questionnaire. Thanks too, 
for all the photographs that 
were kindly donated. 



THE CLASSIC 

ALL WEATHER 
LEISURE 

RUG 

Features: 
100% wool · Black Watch Tartan · 
Durable olive green PVC backing · 
Wipe dean or wash as wool· Totally 
wind and water proof . Integral 
handles · Open at one end 

Ideal for: 
Picnics· Beach · Fishing ·Shooting· 
Knee warmer · Car seat cover · 
Sleeping bag . Spectating · Shelter 
from showers · Carrying case · Gar­ 
dening cushion . Pet mat 

Awarded the 'Design Coun­ 
cil Selection' for its design, 
materials and British work­ 
manship, the KARRIRUG is 
excellent value for money. 
Made from 100% Scottish 
Black Watch Tartan wool, 
the rug is large enough 
(4' 'J' x 5') to seat a family of 
four in comfort and the 
wipeable pvc backing 
ensures you stay dry on any 
damp ground. 

ONLY£29. 95 Plus£2.75p&p 

The lightweight rug can be 
easily folded into a water­ 
proof bag with strong carry­ 
ing handle and one open 
end enables use as a large 
sleeping bag. 

TOKARRIRUGLTOOOP.O. 80X58 
HUNTINGDON PE189DP 

£29.95 (plus£2.7Sp&p) 

PHO NE 0480-66033 (office hows) 

NAME . 

ADDRESS . 

............................. POSTCODE . 

SIGNATURE . 

I enclose my chequefp.o. Im£.. .made 
payable to KARRIRUG or please debit my Actts.slV'$. 

~~o.l I I I I I I I I I I I I I 111 
VISA- ACCESS EXPIRY MM i II 
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• Models to carry 
up to 21 canoes 

• Choice of Stowage 
Boxes 

• All models include lights 
ar d jockey wheels 

• Built to latest EEC 
Regulations 

• Standard Trailers Ex Stock • Made to measure service 

HAYllnCi TRAllERJ 
THE HAYLING TRAILER COMPANY 
254A Havant Road Hayling Island Hampshire P011 OLW 

Tel: 0705 464176 

s 

-·.·t~-·. 
Accessories from Ainsworth~Badger, Bushsport, Chang, 
Crewsaver, Dolphin, D.R.H., Q 
Lendal, Mont· Bell, Palm, .Jll·s 
Pyranha, Sub-Zero, 
Splashsport, Suzy 
and Wild Water. 

- • New Camping and 
Backpacking Department. 

• Lycra wear for sports and 
leisure activities. 

• Mail order enquiries 
welcomed. 

• Open canoe & kayak hire. 
• See our mobile trade stand 

at events. 
171 High Street, 
Chesterton, 
Cambridge 
CB41NL _ 
Tel: (0223) 311411 ~ 

Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9.30-6, Thursday 10-8, Saturday 9-5 

• 



WORLD STUNT 
BOAT 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 
The date for the first World 
Stunt Boat Championships has 
been confirmed as July 12th 
and 13th at the "Bitches", St. 
Davids. To date entry enquiries 
have been received from 5 
countries. 

A special deal for spectators 
has been arranged for the 
weekend. An all in cost of 
£10.00 per person covers 
return transport to the island, 
landing fee and camping in 
addition to a boat sticker for 
those wishing to paddle out­ 
side of the competition time. 

A variety of Rodeo and play 
craft will be available for trial 
over the weekend. A licensed 
bar and barbecue will also be 
in attendance with rumours of a 
live band on the Saturday night! 

Due to the high numbers of 
spectators anticipated the 
organisers suggest early appli­ 
cation in order not to be disap­ 
pointed. 

INFORMATION 
White water rodeos have been 
held in the UK and USA for a 
number of years and it is this 
growing interest that has led to 
the staging of the World Stunt 
Boat Championships. 
Within the competition itself, 

the competitor's ability to 
retain control whilst paddling 
among the surging waves, 
whirlpools and stoppers will be 
tested to the full in the following 
events: 
Sunmg: One of the most 
impressive features of Ramsey 

Sound is the Big Wave, which 
only forms when the tide range 
is high. The speed of the water 
over the Bitches is so great that 
paddlers end up surfing below 
sea level. Juggling, headstands 
or plain good surfing are all 
part of the game. 
Stopper Riding: The Cauldron 
stopper is bigger than most 
canoeists would venture into on 
a river, yet it is relatively safe 
due to the depth of water. If 
there is a groundswell running, 
the face of the stopper can 
reach 2 metres. Moves in the 
stopper usually include pop­ 
outs, pirouettes, hand surfing 
and such like. 
Sprint: A mass start will take 
the competitors around the 
Bitches rocks; a short but 

highly testing course including 
racing across 200m of grade IV 
salty water. It will be critical to 
get the line right to avoid being 
washed off course and through 
the rapids. 
Skill Test: Twenty five feet of 
seal launch will start this event, 
and the rest is being kept sec­ 
ret, though it is likely to involve 
bells, hoops and rolling. 
Squirt Boats: It is hoped to 
include an event in squirt 
boats; one competitor will com­ 
pete for each country towards 
the team trophy. 

Applications should be 
made to; World Stunt Boat 
Championships, c/o Twr-y­ 
Felin, St Davids, Pembroke­ 
shire, DS62 6QS. 
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It can't be that far from home to 
work but the lethargic pace of my 
ancient bike (and even more 
ancient legs!) gives plenty of time 
to daydream, especially when the 
North Wales drizzle merges road 
and mountain into a dull grey one. 
I sometimes wonder if there is a 
heaven for sea canoeists where 
the seas are calm and skies are 
blue. Friendly winds, towering 
cliffs, golden beaches, immacu­ 
late surf, caves, passages, arches 
and stunning wildlife are all part 
of this dream. There can't be many 
places and times in this country 
where such reveries could be 
realized but this summer a group 
of Coventry teachers came close 
to it. 

In consultation with Plas Doi y Moch, 
the city's outdoor education centre, they 
chose to spend just over a week on 
Lewis in the Outer Hebrides. The excite­ 
ment of imagining this place where none 
of us had been, let alone paddled, rose to 
a crescendo and culminated with gasps 
of joy as the van and trailer crept slowly 
round the final tortuous bend to be met 
by a view that exceeded expectations. 

The camp at Kneep is a small patch of 
sheep grazed green backing onto the 
golden strand of Traigh Na Berie. More 
than just a field this land is know as 
"Machair" which is a combination of 
peaty acid soils, loch systems and 
alkaline deposits. 

This unusual juxtaposition does not 
occur to the same extent anywhere else 
in Britain and here, only fifty yards from 
the water's edge, it resembled a high 
alpine meadow with a profusion of yel­ 
low Bog Asphodel, purple Frog Orchids 
and a riot of Ragged Robin. With crystal 
clear waters lapping the soft, sandy 
foreshore and enticing islands dotting 
the horizon, there was definitely a hint 
of the Caribbean. Amenities were pleas­ 
antly few, the hordes were kept at bay 
and we shared the small toilet and stand 
with a handful of locals who happily 
excused our intrusion. The charge of 35p 
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per tent per night brought our total 
accommodation costs to £17, several 
pence being deducted I'm sure for help­ 
ing the crofter one morning collect the 
seagull strewn rubbish. 

There followed a week of exploration, 
amazement and discovery. Good 
humour and fun were constant compan­ 
ions. Although these four men and four 
women had only met a couple of times 
prior to the trip they proved a caring and 
sensitive bunch as the expedition T 
shirts and early morning cups of tea tes­ 
tified. Rather than cover vast distances 
the group was more interested in closely 
following the impressive coastline, roe­ 
khopping and creeping into caves 
searching for sleeping seals. Plas Doi y 
Moch's fleet of general purpose plastic 
boats with skegs were preferable to hav­ 
ing more specialised craft. Moreover, 
eight miles from camp was a beautiful 
surf beach. Mangersta Sands accommo­ 
dated an impressive Atlantic swell and 
pushed up well formed "creaming" 
green waves which crashed majestically 
on to yet another absolutely deserted 
bay, pollution free and golden. The sun 
shone in a big blue sky, gannets dived, 
canoes looped and on that day paradises 
were found. 

A major attraction of exploring a 
coastline by canoe is the feeling of being 
the first person ever to enter a certain 
cave or to touch a particular rock, along 
with the sensation of not knowing what 
lay round the next corner. On a beach 
two miles from the camp small surf tem­ 
porarily found our attraction and halted 
our progress for a while. The longshore 
wind pushed us gradually and inexora­ 
bly into the corner of the bay and as it did 
so everyone became slowly aware of an 
all-pervading smell the like of which had 
no register in our 306 years of collective 
memories! Amongst the boulders a dead 
sperm whale lay sadly disintegrating, 
virtually indistinguishable but for tail and 
jaw between which oozed thirty foot of 
blubber. Even at a distance of twenty 
yards the putrid odour tore at the throat 
and clung to clothes. Holding the nose 
and breathing through the mouth was a 
temporary and not totally effective solu­ 
tion. 

INL 
BEHOI 
HEBI 

PHIL ECCLES­ 
Outdoor Ed1l 



UDES 
Plas Dol-y-Moch 
cation Centre 

That evening a gang of tour returned 
to the beach to remove some of the teeth 
as grisly souvenirs before they were 
gone forever, washed away by succes­ 
sive tides. To an on looker the bizarre 
scene must have been reminiscent of 
Monty Python as four men, armed with a 
comprehensive tool box, marched 
across the sand holding their noses. Of 
all the equipment at our disposal only the 
12" adjustable wrench made any impact 
on the 6" teeth and then only with an 
almighty struggle. 

As the jawbone had lodged between 
huge boulders it was only just possible to 
reach down and fix the wrench, give a 
couple of twists before the lungs began 
to burst and the inadequate dentist had 
to leap clear gasping for fresh air. Defeat 
stared us in the face. The solution to our 
problems was a combination of 
ingenuity and stupidity which must have 
caused no end of mirth for the others, sat 
at a safe distance watching our ridiculous 
activity through binoculars. Dividing into 
pairs it was just about possible for one 
man to struggle with the wrench whilst 
his partner held both their noses! 

Two days later found us in the marvell­ 
ous archipelago north of Great Bernera. 
In Kyles Campay we were suddenly 
confronted with four tall dorsal fins flash­ 
ing through the water at speed about a 
hundred yards away. For a period of 
about ten minutes the group experi­ 
enced both absolute elation and com­ 
plete fear as the Pilot Whales arched out 
of the water breathing with a hissing 
snort. Could they really have been 
friends with the beast whose mouth we 
had raided only 48 hours previously? As 
if completing the investigation of those 
puny surface animals, clad in garish col­ 
ours, one of the four cleared the water 
completely. Thirty feet of whale flying 
through the air left us all aghast. After 
that they were away, gone with a 
flourish. 

Behind Pabay Mor, a superb island 
with an idyllic lagoon on its northern tip, 
we encountered a scruffy looking fishing 
boat with a Mallaig registration. A 
diminutive figure clad in battered 
oilskins was using a pressure hose to 
wash down the decks and the 70 foot 

boat rocked gently on its anchor chain. 
We paddled over to enquire about the 

weather, thoroughly expecting that the 
reply might at best be a vague John 
Kettleyism. As I fired an opening greet­ 
ing the figure turned, revealing a very 
bonny young woman with a twinkling 
smile and tassels of long blond hair. 
"Aye" she said "Sure we have a weather 
report." From the cabin came the sound 
of electrical whirring and in a jiffy she 
was back giving me a weather map of 
Northern Europe freshly printed out on 
the onboard fax machine! 

All too soon it was time to go. Like Lord 
Leverhulme, the owner and benefactor 
of much of the island early this century, 
we had done a fair amount and yet some 
of our schemes had failed, foiled by 
weather and time. A return seems inevit­ 
able and fired our thoughts as we slowly 
hauled ourselves off the Machair and into 
the van for the last time. After a week on 
the West coast Stornoway suddenly 
resembled a major conurbation with 
what seemed like most of its 21,000 resi­ 
dents out on the streets making the most 
of the warm soft light of a midsummers 
eve. There was music in the bars and a 
carnival atmosphere around the quay­ 
side. Perhaps those unenviable dark 
and drizzly Northern winters cause a 
burst of euphoric social energy in the 
summer months. With typical island 
friendliness a local fisherman handed us 
a large bag of crabs' claws which we 
cooked that night by moonlight 
bivouaced on a quiet headland sneaking 
a couple of hours sleep before the 0530 
ferry back to Ullapool . 

.As the islands sank slowly into the 
horizon the conversation drifted wist­ 
fully. It would seem that there is a 
grain of truth in that old Gaelic saying, 
"You can take a man out of the bog but 
never the bog out of the man." 

Coventry Teachers 
Sandra Arch Pauline Rowan 
Ian Lever Peter Gaskell 
Bobbie Haughton Jackie Fulton 
Keith Clarke Jim McCluskey 
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~ Fo WASH HANGING 
The first of a series of arti­ 
cles by Richard Ward, 
National Marathon Coach, 
on the skills used in mara­ 
thon racing. Wash hang­ 
ing or wave riding is prob- 
.ably the most practised 
skills in marathon and l 0 
Ian racing. It can also 
prove a useful technique 
for groups of placid water 
tourists sharing the work 
on a long paddle. 

The drag created by any 
boat moving through the water 
kicks up a series of small waves 
to the side and to the rear. A 
paddler riding these waves 
can gain advantages in much 
the same way as a surfer rides 
ocean waves. 

Diag l 
The waves created through 

forward movement 

To learn the technique it is 
best to observe the waves or 

wash as it forms behind a rac­ 
ing boat. You will see that there 
1s not Just one "Wash" but a 
series of waves getting smaller 
the further away the boat gets. 

SIDE WASH 
To use the waves at the side, 
position your boat l * I.Sm to the 
side and half a length behind 
the leading canoe. When the 
correct position is achieved the 

<<> --::> , 
1·15m I 
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Diaq 2 
Positrorunq on the 

Sidewash 

bow will sit lower than normal 
in the water, and paddling at a 
given speed will be easier. The 
bow will also tend to be drawn 
in towards the leaders paddle 
so be careful to avoid running it 
over. At this stage, relax, con­ 
centrate on maintaining your 
position and enjoy the ride. 

If you are too far forward, you 
are attempting to paddle uphill 
(no advantage)1 The bow of 
your boat will be higher than 
normal. Too far back and the 
same will happen, except you 
will be sliding off the back of 
the 2nd wave. 

THE BACK WASH 
The waves to the rear of a boat 
also provide an opportunity to 
wash hang. There is not so 
much pull but steering is 
easier, especially for rudder­ 
less craft. 

C 

Diag3 
The stern-wash 

positioning 

THE "V" WASH 
Riding the "V" is similar to sit­ 
ting on the stern ·wash except 
the lead boat will have boats 
either side sitting on its wash 
creating a V shape wave 
behind. The V wash provides 
the best pull but can be bumpy. 

Diag4 

There are however drawbacks 
of the V wash: it is a long way to 
the front if the finish is near. 
Constantly hogging the "V" 
won't help your popularity rat­ 
ings either. 

The main problems when 
learning to wash hang are sta­ 
bility and steerage. Practise is 
the only way to overcome this. 
Try moving around on the wash 
and get a feel for it. Whilst the 
washes from canoes are only 
inches high they provide con­ 
siderable force on the boats 
handling, so make sure your 
rudder is working well before 
practising. Most important of all 
be patient with yourself and 
others when "washing", it takes 
time to learn. 

Slalom 
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THE ALAN HAR­ 
WOOD TROPHY 
A new Veteran's Trophy has 
been commissioned by Mrs 
Pattie Harwood in remem­ 
brance of her husband Alan, 
who was killed in a canoeing 
accident on the 11th of Feb­ 
ruary last year - just one week 
away from collecting the vete­ 
ran's trophy himself. This 
achievement was not Alan's 
only ambition, he put a lot of 
energy into helping other 

. people in Slalom and 
organised many weekends up 
in the Lake District and Scot­ 
land for both novices and more 
experienced paddlers. 

Besides the new Trophy 
being commissioned a Trust 
has been set up in memory of 
Alan to carry on the work he set 
himself named The Alan Har - 
wood Trust. Its objective is to 

send under privileged chil­ 
dren on activity courses, giving 
them opportunities usually out­ 
side their grasp. 

To raise money, the trust are 
this year organising a new 
event, the Hilbre Sea Race on 
May 18th, starting from 
Thurstaston. The race has clas­ 
ses for Ki's, K2's and under 4 
metres, entry details from Mar­ 
tin McKettrick, 19 Southcroft 
Rd,· Wallasey Village, Wal­ 
lasey, Merseyside 145 8QT. 

Donations to the Alan Har­ 
wood Trust are always wel­ 
come, however small, please 
send them to Vincent 
Milhench, 9 Belfort Road, 
Gateacre, Liverpool, 125 2QJ 

We all miss Alan, he's left a 
big hole in Friends of Allonby 
and Peninsula and I do not 
think it will ever be filled. 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 
Only £7.50 for 5 Issues (One Year) Delivered to your door! 

- Articles by International Coaches - Training Tips - 
Mega Photos - All the News - Something for each Division! 

Name _ 
Address, _ 

Division _ 

Town County Jostcod~--- 

Please send your completed application form, with a cheque for £7 .50 
payable to the Slalom Executive, to:- 

Slalom Magazine, 
Hartwood Hill Farm, 117 Preston Road, 

Chorley, Lanes PR6 7 AX 
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--t< Courses for all abilities --t< The highest standards 
of safety, equipment and instruction under the guidance 
of our highly qualified staff --t< All equipment and 
protective clothing provided * Accommodation in an 
award-winning centre --t< Excellent food, cosy bar and 
indoor pool 
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Plas Menai, Uanfairisgaer, Caemarfon, Gwynedd LL55 1 UE 

Telephone: 0248 670964 • Answerphone: 0248 670597 
A Sports Council for Wales National Centre 
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the material 
difference 

SPLASHSPORT - As producers of the highest quality canoe wear we have chosen MILAIR, 
the Official Sponsors to the British Canoe Slalom Team, as fabric suppliers to provide you 
with the best performance garments available to canoeists today. Our range of quality products 
includes: 

CAGOULS 

BUOYANCY AIDS 

SPRAYDECKS 

DRY CAGOULS 

For all seasons, from lighter weight designs in 
P.U. Coated nylon to heavy weight fabrics in 
neoprene coated nylon and breathable Milair 
Tactel. Features include choice of neoprene 
collars and cuffs and waist with fully taped 
seams. 

Designed for comfort yet practical and 
fashionable. Range includes, Pullover, zipped, 
slab and shortie styles for personal, centre and 
competition use. 

Protection and reliability at all paddling levels. 
Fully adjustable decks available in Neoprene and 
P.U. coated nylon together with full neoprene 
models featuring shock cord or flat rubber edging. 

For Maximum dryness made in Neoprene coated 
nylon and Milair Technique XP. Features, soft 
latex neck and wrist seals, with wide neoprene 
waist band. 
Together with Dry Pants, Paddle Bags, Cockpit Covers, Paddle 
Mitts, Bibs, Roof Rack Straps n 
and Wetgear Bags. c::::ivP 

Send for free colour brochure, c-lj])(hffi c-ljJQc-l[Po ~ 
price lost and nearest stockist. CJ CJ CJ 
24 HAAWOO0 STREET, DARWEN, Ill 
LANCS B83 1PD. TEL: 0254 705737 SHOWROOM: OPEN MON-SAT 9 A.M.-5 P.M. 1111 





'You see, the sun sinks into the mud where the 
nver begins, far over there. All night it is 
washed by the water as it is carried 
downstream, in the morning it tises bright and 
clean where the Zembezi meets the sea. Jan & 
Fiona Teede. 

To many, mention of the Zambezi con­ 
jures up thoughts of raging white water, 
canoeing at it's most extreme and 
expedition style paddling, accessible to 
just a privileged few. 

Paddling in the early morning light 
with a light breeze blowing upstream, 
we were now beginning to realise that 
the Zambezi had much much more to 
offer than the challenge of white water. 
Of course, we were later to experience 
the power of the river and experience 
what must be one of the world's greatest 
white water runs, but for now, we were 
experiencing the best of the Zambezi - 
unspoilt, scenic, wild, remote and 
abounding in wildlife. Our journey was 
neither technical nor physical, but an 
adventure into Africa. 

The part of the Zambezi from Kazan­ 
gula in Western Zimbabwe to 
Kangemba in the east, is generally 
known as the 'middle Zambezi'. Much of 
it, including the man-made Lake Kariba, 
is lined with some of the most beautiful, 
dramatic, lush scenery and wildlife in 
Africa, and includes four national parks: 
Zambezi, Victoria Falls, Matusadona and 
Mana Pools. 

Downstream of Lake Kariba, we pad­ 
dled into perhaps the finest of these 
parks, Mana Pools. Everyone was quiet, 
intense and alert, eyes flitting first across 
the water, onto the bank, then skyward, 
in an effort to indulge in all there was to 
see. Quietly paddling by riverside pas­ 
tures, feet away from the most prolific 
game herds in Africa, non-one could 
have imagined the spectacle of great 
colonies of carmine bee-eaters nesting 
on the river banks or in a frenzy of flight 
above our heads. Goliath herons, yellow­ 
billed and marabou storks harvested on 
fish stocks at the rivers edge, whilst ham­ 
merkops occupied themselves diving 
for frogs and African skimmers cut the 
water with their lower mandibles skim­ 
ming for fish. And above all of them, the 
magnificent Marshall and Fish eagles 
swooped in play. 

The reality of our journey was that we 
were witnessing the October gatherings 

of elephant, buffalo, eland, impala, 
zebra, kudu, baboon and many others 
close to the river for their first watering of 
the day. 

Whilst not particularly having to be 
concerned about the technical aspects 
of paddling, the river flows swiftly being 
wide and open, and a healthy respect 
had to be paid to the basking crocodiles 
and hippo 'pods', the content of the latter 
varying from sighting a couple of pairs of 
ears and not much more, to the number 
that made one paddle somewhat faster. 

This adventure was an escape with 
idyllic days spent on the most magical of 
rivers, long lunchtime siestas to evade 
the intense heat of the day, and 
spellbinding evenings spent under the 
stars and mosquito nets. AB dusk fell and 
turned to night, the call of the wild was 
ever present. 

More than any river, the Zambezi 
epitomises everything canoeing has to 
offer the paddler whatever their level of 
experience. After our open canoe safari 
on the lower river, we flew to Victoria 
Falls via Jabulisa - a game lodge on the 
edge of Hawange National Park, to 
embark on a two and a half day kayak 
safari covering two main sets of rapids - 
Sansimba and Kandahar. AB on the lower 
river, there is a proliferation of animal 
and birdlife on the banks and both in and 
by the river. But in contrast, the rapids on 
this section provide an alternative exhil­ 
aration and the terrain changes to 
intriguing islands as the Zambezi flows 
with force over shelving river beds, and 
calmly through narrow channels. 
Mike and Julie Devlin 

These canoeing and kayaking adventures 
into Zimbabwe offer the perfect means of 

exploration and wildlife viewing in the 
remotest of situations. They need not be 
the exclusive pleasure of the hardened, 

experienced and skilled paddler. The Cur- 
rent Trends Zambezi Explorer trip, run in 

conjunction with Temp Travel Ltd and 
Shearwater Adventures (Zimbabwe) cov­ 
ering both canoeing and kayaking safaris 
is open to the complete novice or improver 
and also provides the chance to raft the 

superb Zambezi gorge (one day). Further 
details of this and other adventure paddl­ 

ing trips can be obtained from Current 
Trends, Adbolton Lane, West Bridgford, 
Nottingham NGZ SAS. Tel: 0602 818844. 



18 Beauchamp Road, 
Twickenham, Middlesex 
TWl 3JD 

Telephone: 
081-892 8979 

London's Leading Retailer of Canoeing Equipment 

ntario is ••• 
Glorious golf on wonderful wide open courses, fabulous fishing in her rivers, superb sailing on 
lakes the size of seas, canoeing and rafting in unspoilt wilderness, brilliant colours that change 
with the season and quiet beaches that stretch as far as the eye can see ... There are plane trips 
and boat trips, fly drives and tailor made holidays for eveyone. To find out why Ontario should 
be your next holiday spot.call us or see your local travel agent. 

• ACC[SSIBl[ 
• ISOlATION 

Midhurst Walk, West Street, Midhurst, West Sussex Tel: 0730 812535 • HO l I a AY s 
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MARATHON 
NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
1992 
HASLER 
FINALS 
1992 & 1993 

Any club wishing to host either 
of the above events should con­ 
tact David Green C/O Kirton 
Kayaks, Marsh Lane, Crediton, 
Devon, EX 17. 

RACING 
HANDBOOKS 
The 1991 Canoe Racing Year 
book is now available priced 
£3. 00 including postage and 
packing from David Green at 
the above address. 

MARATHON 
INTERNATIONALS 
Britain is sending teams to the 
following Internationals this 
year: 
Portugal - Lisbon 24th April to 
29th April 
Holland - Eindhoven 10th May 
to 13th May 
London - Royal 16th August to 
18th August (Grand Prix I) 
Germany - Berlin 26th Sep­ 
tember to 30th September 
(World Cup) 
Czechoslovakia - Bratislavia 
3rd October to 6th October 
(Grand Prix 3) 
India - Asian Grand Prix 24th 
October to 31st October 
The teams have yet to be 
selected, but selection will be 
on the basis of continuous 
assessment at the following 
events. 
Oxford Doubles 7th April 
Reading Singles 28th April 
Fladbury Singles 26th May 
Oxford Doubles 23rd June 
Medway Singles 14th July 
Royal Grand Prix 17th August 
National Championships 
24th/25th August 

The Oxford race 7th April 
together with races earlier in 
the season and the Devizes to 
Westminster will form the basis 
of selection for Portugal. Selec­ 
tion for Eindhoven will take 

ASIAN GRAND PRIX OH DEAR!! 
A British team is to attend the 
Asian Grand Prix - a twenty six 
mile race on the Ganges Canal 
in India. The event takes place 
in late October and the team 
will be selected from paddlers 
of a suitable standard who are 
prepared to pay their own air 
fares. Mobile Adventure have 
arranged for sponsors of the 
accommodation and subsis­ 
tence costs in India and are 
negotiating for a reduction in 
Air Fares from AIR INDIA who 
have already agreed to trans­ 
port boats free of charge. Addi­ 
tionally they will sponsor the 
selection event. 

Anyone interested in being 
considered for the team should 
contact Colin Broadway, 
Mobile Adventure Ltd, Bridge 
Works, Knighton fields Road 
West, Leicester LE2 6LG. 

place after the Reading race on 
April 28th whilst the team for 
the Royal Grand Prix and India 
will follow the Medway 
marathon on 14th July. Final· _ 
teams for Berlin and Bratislavia 
will be confirmed after the 
National Championships 24th/ 
25th August. It should be stres­ 
sed that selection for any event 
will be based on Continuous 
assessment at the races lead­ 
ing upto the selection date. 
Selection Forms are available 
from Jim Rossiter. 

The Sports Aid Foundation 
have given grants to a number 
of marathon paddlers for the 
1991 season. They are: Ivan 
Lawler, Graham Burns, Paul 

INTRODUCING .... 
A new face on the Marathon 
Committee is Richard Ward, 
newly appointed National 
Coach with responsibility for 
developing marathon coaching 
at Regional and Club level. 
Richard plans to set up a net­ 
work of representatives for dis­ 
seminating information and 
supporting local initiatives. 
Local training days are plan­ 
ned for paddlers and club team 
leaders. 

The last Canoe Focus con­ 
tained some adventurous name 
spellings so apologies to Marie 
Ward more widely known as 
Barrie Ward, Rod and Lesley 
King/Rob Kaven better know 
as Rod and Lesley Kinch. Also 
the dignitary who received the 
D/W scroll was Baroness 
Blatch CBE Minister of the 
Enviroment. 

Wells, Chris Ballard, Gregory 
Slater, Jackie Eastwood, Alison 
Thorogood, Sandra Troop, 
Steve and Andy Train. 

NEWTEAMBUS 
At long last the Marathon Com­ 
mittee pas acquired a new 
team bus. Purchased from Ley­ 
land Daf the Committee was 
able to buy a G registered veh­ 
icle at a heavily discounted 
price. 

FORSALE 
I bet you can't guess? Yes, one 
blue "82" Sherpa Mini bus with 
2.0 litre petrol engine for £1600 
including racking system 
Enquiries to Jim Rossiter, 101, 
Whyteleafe Road, Caterham, 
Surrey. Telephone (0883) 
346631. 

SPONSORSHIP 
Thanks to Pete Travis the new 
Marathon Sponsorhsip 
brochure has been completed. 
The four page document is 
available to send out to pros­ 
pective sponsors and is availa­ 
ble from Pete Travis, 3 Fane 
Road, Marston, Oxford, OX3 
Orz. Telephone (0865) 727388 

DMSIONAL 
SYSTEM 
The Marathon Committee have 
established a working party to 
examine the Divisional System 
and to make recommendations 
of improvements that can be 
made. One idea is to have stan­ 
dard times for courses on 
which promotions can take 
place and a move towards 
promotion on performance and 
ability rather than on just win­ 

Photo: Blinkborns Photography ning races. 

COACHING 
Tibor Herbent is to run an 11th & 12th May and full details 
Instructors Coaching Course are available from Tibor 4, 
for Canoe Racing techniques. Chiltern Leys, Coundon, 
The course will take place on Coventry, CV6 !BL. II 
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MARATHON (cont.) 

SO WHY WEREN'T 
YOU THERE? 
Each year I attend the Interna­ 
tional Canoe Exhibition At 
Crystal Palace and I must say 
for each of the past three years' 
I have gone home on the Sun­ 
day wondering if its all been 
worth while. The exhibition has 
degenerated into a bring and 
buy sale and the so called Hall 
of Canoe Sport is so detached 
from the main exhibition that it 
is often missed. Many of the 
volunteers sit either chatting 
amongst themselves or holding 
ad-hoc committee meetings. 
The number of admissions pas­ 
sing through the gate has 
decreased as have the quality 
of all of the stands with very few 
exceptions. 

From a flat water point of 
view I met no one that I didn't 
already know. A presence at 
Crystal Palace even for a volun­ 
tary committee is an expensive 
activity and from a personal 
point of view one is left to con­ 
clude that it is money better 
spent elsewhere. So why 
weren't you there and why 
didn't you bring a dozen of your 
friends? The exhibition com­ 
mittee is looking at the possibil­ 
ity of changing the venue in 
future years and I am sure that 
they will be examining the 
whole layout and organisation. 
I believe that we are in danger 
of changing the venue but not 
the leopard's spots. It is your 
exhibition and should be the 
show case of our sport and so 
what can be done to re*estab­ 
lish it as such and attract you 
there next year? 
Editor's Note 
A survey, conducted at this 
year's Canoe Exhibition, asked 
visitors for their views on the 
future format and venue of the 
Canoe Exhibition. If you have 
strong views and were not at 
the Exhibition, or did not fill in a 
survey form, please address 
your comments to: the Exhibi­ 
tion Organiser, International 
Canoe Exhibition, British 
Canoe Union, Adbolton Lane, 
West Bridgford, Nottingham 
NG2 SAS 

II 

CANOE POLO 
The Climax of the 1990/1991 
division one season was once 
again a tense and very close 
affair. Luton Tigers, Meridian, 
St Albans A and Dudley all 
began the tournament with a 
chance of taking the league 
title. St Albans were a pre-tour­ 
nament favourite, but after 
Meridian ended Lutons' chal­ 
lenge beating them 2 - 0 in the 
first match, St Albans' game 
against Meridian became cru­ 
cial to theoutcomeofthecham­ 
pionship. St Albans' piled on 
the pressure in the first half, but 
Meridian defended patiently, 
counter attacking when possi- 1 
ble and half way through the 2 
second half took the lead. St 3 
Albans' began to attack with 4 
more urgency, but made an 5 
uncharacteristic mistake which 6 
enabled Meridian to score 
again into an unguarded net. St 
Albans' scored a very late con­ 
solation goal, but it was not 
enough to stop the title race 
swinging Meridians way. 

St Albans' subsequently lost 
2 - 0 to Bere Forest to all but 
end their challenge and Meri­ 
dian went on to beat Dudley 1 - 
0 to finish The Midlanders' 
chances, and they then sealed 
the championship with a 3 - 0 
win over Viking. St Albans' 

NATIONAL LEAGUE DIVISION ONE - 
COVENTRY26JANUARY 

defeated Dudley 6 - 1 in the last 
match of the season to take sec­ 
ond place, with Dudley third 
and Luton fourth. 

Meridian are now the only 
team other than Bere Forest or 
Tigers to have won the league 
in its eleven year history. Meri­ 
dian's striker, Paul Harrison, 
also took the top scorer award. 
Andrew Leafe 
FINAL POSITIONS - 
DIV ONE OPEN 1990- 
1991 

Meridian 
St Albans A 
Dudley & Sandwell 
Luton Tigers 
Bere Forest 
St Albans B 

POINTS 
48 
46 
43 
42 
42 
34 

7 Viking 34 
H Humbersiders 25 · 
9 Tufty 24 
10 Athletico Chicken 21 
26TH JANUARY RESULTS 
Luton - Meridian 0-2 
Dudley - Humbersiders 5-0 
Bere Forest - Viking 2-1 
Meridian - St Albans A 2-1 
Humbersiders - Luton 0-1 
Dudley - Viking 2-1 
St Albans A - Bere Forest 0-2 
Viking - Humbersiders 3-2 
Dudley - Meridian 1-2 
Luton - Bere Forest 3-2 
St Albans A - Humbersiders 

3-0 
1-0 Dudley - Luton 

Bere Forest - Humbersiders 
0-1 
3-0 
2-6 

Meridian - Viking 
Dudley - St Albans A 

RACING 

Steve Jackson receives the 
keys for the GB racing team's 
brand new minibus, purchased 
with assistance from the 
Everard Foundation 



,anha 

--c Dave Newbould 
Pyrcmha photo competition winner 
River Aion Croesor 

ACamMcLeay 
Belynd Kille River (Russia) 

--c Lake Windermere • 
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The polo knockout champion­ 
ships were once again held at 
Crystal Palace, and unlike pre­ 
vious years' the first round of 
the senior competition on 
Saturday produced several 
surprises. Defending champ­ 
ions Dudley went out of the 
tournament after drawing with 
Meridian B and then losing on 
penalties (no extra time being 
played this year) and St Albans 
B lost on penalties to second 
division side Friends of 
Allonby. The 1986 champions 
Woodmill also went out to the 
seeded Luton Tigers who were 
fourth in the league this year. 

Three of the quarter finals of 
the senior competition were 
played late Saturday afternoon 
and again provided a major 
shock. Warriors came back 
from a goal down to draw with 
league champions Meridian 
and then the division two 
(north) side knocked out the 
tournament favorites on penal­ 
ties. St Albans A, runners up in 
the league this year fared no 
better. Bere Forest made no 
mistake however and cruised 
through to the semi finals beat­ 
ing fellow division one side 
Viking 4-1. 

Friends of Allonby defeated 
Meridian B 3-2 on Sunday 
morning in the last quarter 
final, to give a semi final line up 
containing two second division 
sides and none of the national 
leagues top three. 

The ladies quarter finals saw 
St Albans A and Mutineers 
come through comfortably 
against Dragon and White 
Rose respectively. This was 
then followed by the youth 
competition which was already 
at the semi final stage, follow­ 
ing regional eliminating 
rounds. Tynemouth beat 
Nomad 3-1 and Friends of 
Allonby defeated Taunton 5-1 
to make it an all northern youth 
final. 

The ladies semi finals again 
saw St Albans A win comforta­ 
bly, beating Humbersiders 5-0. 
Mutineers had a closer game 
against St Albans B but still 
came through 3-1 winners. 

The senior semi finals saw 
first division triumph over sec­ 
ond when Bere Forest 
defeated Warriors 2-1 and 
Luton Tigers beat Friends of 

CANOE POLO 
1991NATIONAL 
CHAMP! ON SHIPS 
Andrew Leafe 

Allonby 1-0. Both games were 
very close and the second divi­ 
sion teams did themselves 
great credit, both playing posi­ 
tive attacking polo, and Luton 
could consider themselves 
particularly fortunate since 
their winner came with only 
forty seconds of the match 
remaining. 

The ladies final was 
expected to be a close game, 
with St Albans A having beaten 
Mutineers 4-2 to win the league 
three weeks previously. On 
this occasion however it was 
Mutineers who took the early 
initiative with two goals in the 
first half. St Albans fought back 
in the second half but could not 
quite find the net and 
Mutineers went further ahead 
from a direct free throw two 
minutes into the second half. St 
Albans finally got the goal they 
deserved for their efforts, but 

Photo: Richard Janulewiz 

with only one minute left and 
two goals down they were 
forced to throw caution to the 
winds. Mutineers caught them 
on the break to score into an 
open net to give a 4-1 final 
score and Mutineers their fifth 
national championship victory. 

The youth final was also a lit­ 
tle one sided, with Friends of 

Allonby scoring three goals in 
three minutes in the first half 
against Tynemouth. Tyne­ 
mouth had a good spell of pres­ 
sure in the second half which 
resulted in a goal, before 
Allonby scored again from a 
controversial penalty to win 4-1 
and take the national youth title. 
It was a double celebration for 
two Allonby Players, since 
Ginny Coyles also played for 
ladies champions Mutineers 
and Stuart Moffat had also 
played for Allonbys bronze 
medal winning senior team and 

later was given the news of his 
selection for the Great Britain 
polo squad. 

The open final began with 
Luton Tigers having much of 
the early pressure. Bere Forest 
goalkeeper Richard Spicer 
was forced to pull off several 
good saves to keep his side in 
the game. The match remained 
goalless at half time, and the 
second half started unusually 
with Luton penalised for not 
being ready on time. The pace 
of the game quickened, and 
play became more open, 
switching quickly from one end 
to the other, until, in the third 
minute, Forest finally broke the 
deadlock, Dave Fancourt 
finishing off a neat move. Luton 
fought back, but gave away a 
direct free throw which Gary 
Linton fired into the net. Forest 
withstood a late surge from 
Luton to win 2-0 and claim the 
national championship for a 
record eighth time. 

Congratulations to Mutin­ 
eers, friends of Allonby and 
Bere Forest for winning their 
respective classes, and for 
contributing to a very enter­ 
taining tournament. 

The canoe polo champion­ 
ships yet again provided great 
entertainment for visitors to the 
exhibition, and although the 
penalty shoot out may not have 
been popular with leading 
players it enabled some real 
cup giant killing to take place. 
The 1991 tournament may well 
be remembered as the year of 
the underdog! 
Photo: Peter Astles 



WETSUITS 
WETSUITS 
WETSUITS 
WETSUITS 
WETSUITS 
Direct from our factory. 
Superb value, top quality. 
Wide range, large stocks. 
Quick delivery. 

QUITE UNBEATABLE 
Write or ring for 
FREE brochure and 
Price List. 

DOLPHIN 
WETSUITS 
Ashwell Street, 
St. Albans, 
Herts, 
Tel: ( 0727 ) 40404 
Fax: ( 0727 ) 40406 

FACTORY SHOP OPEN 
TUESDAY - SATURDAY 
9.30 am - 5.30 pm 
Late THURSDAY 
CLOSED MONDAY 

• 
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For slalom information including craft from Perception - Reflex, "-- 
Nomad, Pyranha and Arrowcraft together with accessories from 
Wild-Water, Freeblades, Propulsion, MI, Diamond, Bushsport etc. 
Please contact Melvyn /ones 

Information on all other requirements, Personal and Contract, 
including Ace, Prijon, Pyranha, Perception, MI, Coleman, 
Arrowcraft (new Aquabat) and accessories from Chang, Tornado, 
Helly-Hansen, Javlin, Lendal, Schlegal, Kober, New Wave etc. 
Please contact Tim Houghton 

West Midlands Canoe Centre, 
112 Newhall Street, Willenhall, West. Midland9 WVl3 ILQ. II 
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ORTHUMBRIA 
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' Tel: 0365 87605 ®'ir[Q)©J©J!Rl 
Fax:036587605 l\©irll@li:il J 

55 Tattymacall Road 
Lisbellaw Co. Fennanag 

N. Ireland BT94 5GR 
Canoes · Watersports · Camping 
and Climbing Gear· Outdoor Action 

Wear Fleece Clothing 

44 The Bank 
Barnard Castle 
Co. Durham 
DLl28PN 
Tel: 0833 37829 n.~ lfl••iuz1.- #(,f,_,.,1,,"· .:,,.-,,,,.' 

Canoes, equipment, coaching. For 
all occasions. Specialists in slalom 
and white water. Contact Len and 
Russ Smith. 

WHITE 
WATEA 

Tel: 0267 237093 0860 290750 
Largest stockist of 

canoeing equipment in 
West Wales 

Huw Evans · Trefynys 
Penlel · Carmarthen · SA22 7HU 

(.i;~(~1~;1-~-;_..-».:.1:;,,,;,~.?l 1£~t.:i "'.C- '";,f·~~ 
"~WEST,:COUNTiRY ;., 
~~l*Th\'i/i:':)x~?f~~~~r:.f!- 

CANOES 
SURF SKIS 

Full range of accessories 
ATLANTIC AQUA SPORTS 

Albert Street, Penzance 
Cornwall TRIS 2LR 
Tel: 0736 65757 

Discount to any dub member 
.,I, 

y ' 
Garstang ~ 
North West Canoe Shop of the 90's 
Stockists of Palm, Ace, Pyranha, Gaybo 

Perception. Repair & Hire Service. 
77 Hazelhurst Drive, Garstang 

Nr. Preston, Lancashire 
0995 602114 (24hr Answer Ser.) .I. 

f· 
~noe ..s'tote~~ 

Dolphin Quay, Queen Street, 
Emsworth, Hanis, PO10 7BJ 
Tel: 0243 372234 Fax: 0243 375088 

Budget and leading brands, retail, hire 
and BCU qualified tuition. Kayaks, surf 
skis and Canadians with sail and motor 

option. 

y PLAYBOATER 
The very best river running and hot­ 
dog equipment from the world's 
leading manufacturers. Mail order 
Access/Visa. Minutes away from 
the best Thames weirs. 
Playboater Ltd, The Haymi/I Centre, 
112 Burnham Lane, Slough, Berks 
SL 1 6LZ. Tel/Fax (0628) 667507.,). 

y 

DAWSON 
CAIIOll118 SYSIUIS 

SQUIRT IOATS 
PLAY IOATS 

IOUYANCY AIDS 
RESCUE HAR 
HCIUTRAPS 
HOT TOPS 

RIVER GUIDES 
COACHING ,..~,.~­ ,.. ,,..,,,, ...,, ,.. -· • 

CANOES & KAYAKS 
215 London Road, Reading 

Tel: 0734 66591 Fax: 0734 352484 
Canoes, Kayaks, Paddles and Acces­ 
sories: All advice and supplies for the 

oompetitive or leisure paddler. ./. 

Please mention 'Canoe Focus' 
when replying to advertisements 

,wii;K66t~ l/Jv&~l;;!? 
London's Leading Retailer of Clnoelng 

Equipment 
Caooe and kayak specialists. Courses, hire, 
instruction, equipment. The complete ootfittera, 
mail Olde< service available. 

18 lleeucllamp Road, Twldcenllam, 
MkldlMex TW1 3JD. Tel: 081 892 8979 

Simon Dawaon, 71 Tumer Street, The ......_., 
Nott ••••••• NQ2 2H, Toi: (0902) HU03 

Strand Glassfibre &@· 
Canoe Centre ) 

444 Stratford Road 
BirminghamB114AE 
Tel: 021 772 3099 
Superb range of canoes and accessories 
from leading makers. Vast range of glass 
fibre and resins plus all anciJJiaries. 

Strand Glassfibre & , 
Canoe Centre @ 

129 Laidlow St. McLaren 
Ind. Estate, Glasgow . 
G58LA 
Tel: 041429 0377 
Superb range of canoes and accessories 
from leading makers. Vast range of glass 
~bre and resins plus all anciJJiaries. ,!, 

Strand Glassfibre &@ 
Canoe Centre 

1/3 Embankment Lane 
Plymouth PL4 9LQ 
Tel: 0752 672000 
Superb range of canoes and accessories 
from leading makers. Vast range of glass 
fibre and resins plus all ancilliaries. 

HAZE ENTERPRISES 
25 Primrose Hill, Tockenham, 

Wootton Bassett, Swindon, Wilts. 
Tel: 0793 852904 

. A 47 Queen Street 

~ )I•= Derby 
(oWDlrtly~ral) 
Tel: 0332 42245) 

Stockists for Ml Designs, Canoes and 
Vinta Windsurf boards, also accessories 
Mountain and water-sports. Demonstra- 

tions available by request . 

• 
Any advertising enquiries regarding 

CANOE FOCUS Trade Directory should be 
addressed to: 

RMGMEDIA 
CROMWELL COURT 

NEW ROAD 
ST.IVES 

CAM BS. PE17 4BG 

Advertisements in the Trade Directory are 
priced at £95 for a whole years insertions plus VAT 

Copy should be supplied to RMG Media or 
Telephone 

TRACY SIMPSON 

0480 496130 

r , 
WATERWAYS. 

Stockists of: 
Wave Skis & Canoes (Palm, 
Perception etc) Paddles, 

Wetsuits and all accessories. 
62 Lagland Street, Poole, Dorset 

Tel: 0202 677523 

y~ 
~ 
The Sea and Surf Experts 

South West's leading canoeing and 
surfski centre. Where you can try 
before you buy and prompt mail 
order service. 

30 Fore St. Heavitree, Exeter 
0392 219600 

y 
Strand Glassfibre & @ 

Canoe Centre 
313 Gloucester Road 
Harfield Bristol BS7 8PE · 
Tel: 0272 244075 
Superb range of canoes and accessories 
from leading makers. Vast range of glass 
fibre and resins plus all ancilliaries. 
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CRYSTAL PALACE 
POOL SLALOM1991 

Once again the National Pool 
Slalom proved that it doesn't 
need to be rough to be tough! 

On Saturday, the regional . 
qualifiers and some invited 
prominent paddlers raced in a 
head-to-head knockout com­ 
petition for places in round 4 
and the finals on Sunday. 

The pool slalom is renowned 
for tight aggressive competi­ 
tion with more than the odd 
shock for paddlers and spec­ 
tators alike - this year was no 
exception. On Saturday, 6 KlM. 
5 Kl L's, 5Cl'5 and C2's were to 
go through to Sundays event 
out of the 66 starters. Ambridge 
and Rouch headed the C2 
class, Bill Horsman ran a good 2 
seconds clear of the Cl field, 
Junior Sally Masters topped the 
Ladies class by 3 seconds, and 
Sooty just won the mens event 
by 0.3 seconds. A good number 
of juniors pushed through, 
including Junior Worlds Silver 
Medallist Peter Buckley, J16 
Champions James Croft and 
Corrie Johnstone and J14 
Champion Clare Fox. Out went 
more top names than there is 
room to mention and so to Sun­ 
day. 

In round 4 on Sunday, the 
regional qualifiers took on the 
cream of the nations top 
paddlers. . 

Drama ran throughout the Photo: Chris Worrall Brain 
Mens Kl event; first off were DMSION S or BCL' members' Yearbooks. 2nd Rich Osborne/Perran 
Richard Fox and Rob Wnght, With prizes for all age groups, Shreeve 
only to be called back for a re- VOUCHER Ul2 to Ul8 and special plastic 3rd Andy Smith!I'ony Brown 
run after a faulty start. James Have a go at Slalom with the boat prizes too! Junior 
Croft nearly took Melvyn Jones special discount voucher So whether your boat is old John Burt/Richard Elsworth 
scalp, then made an error on which gives you £1 off entry or new, plastic or fibreglass, Cl 
the last gate. Back at the Fox/ fees at any Division 5 Slalom. come along and find out how 1st Peter Orton 
Wright rerun, Fox hit a gate You'll find at least one every much fun there is in slalom 2nd Chris Wilson 
and Rob Wright hit form to weekend, listed in the Slalom canoeing! 3rd Bill Horsman 
knock the World Champion out ~----------------------.. Ladies 
of the finals. 1st Lisa Micheler 

Clear runs were the order B C U SLALOM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2nd Lynn Simpson 
for the day for the Ladies and (£1 £"'LAL0.'61 If/ti,_ 3rd Heather Corrie 
Cl's, Lynn Simpson and Bill . tJ• ,., rvvv'HER £1 J Junior 
Horsman leading their classes This voucher can be used as part payment Corrie Johnstone 
into the finals and Arrowsmith/ . , Kl M 
B . h d. th C2, of the entry fee at any DIVISION 5 Slalom l t R b W . ht ram ea mg e s even s o ng 
with a penalty. ranking event during 1991 season. 2nd Shaun Pearce 

The final - round 5 - with the One voudJer <¥1{r ~r enu;r 3rd Ian Raspin 
pool a fever pitch of excite- ., Junior 
merit, as was Albert Woods .., Peter Buckley 

who set the scene from the 
commentary box. 

The C2 event was packed 
with quality and well won by 
Arrowsmith and Brain. No bet­ 
ter spectator sport than C2's 
pirouetting and rolling! C 1 
Peter Orton nearly brought the 
house down with an inspired 
win, justifying his promotion to 
Premier this year. 

Lynn Simpson just lost to Lisa 
Micheler in the final, the 
pirouette and roll again prov­ 
ing decisive. 

In the mens Kl event, the 
absence of the world champion 
in the final promised good hard 
racing for the title and that we 
got, with Rob Wright winning a 
dramatic final against the 
National Champion Shaun 
Pearce. 

Junior trophies went to Peter 
Buckley, Corrie Johnstone and 
C2's Burt and Elsworth. 

Congratulations to Don Ras­ 
pin for a very well run event 
helped by Tony Arrowsmith's 
excellent timing, a challenging 
course from Alan Edge and a 
team of hawk-eyed ICF judges. 
Ray Croft 
POOL SLALOM RESULTS FOR 
SUNDAY 17 FEBRUARY 1991 
C2 
1st Chris Arrowsmith/Paul 

• 



The classic range 
Hudson Classic 
Northern Prospector 
Trapper Classic 
Freedom 13 

The ultimate in solo canoeing 
designed by Sawyer - another 

classic from the Canadian Canoe People 

• 
Unit 3A 

Ullswater Road 
Longhill Industrial Estate 

Hartlepool 
Cleveland 
TS251UE 

Tel: (0429) 235737 
Fax: (0429) 865341 

Garstaue ~ 
CANOE SHOP 

77 Hazelhurst Drive, Garstang Nr Preston Lancashire 

(0995) 602114 (24 hour answer service) 

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFER 
THE LATEST - Ml 380 PACKAGE 

Ml 380 Kayak+ Paddle +Adjustable Spray Deck 
+ Skeg + Buoyancy Aid 

COMPLETE PACKAGE ONLY £239.95 

NORTH WEST ORDER NOW 

~/ 
- .ri ! C: LJ r- -=- ACTIVITIEY 
(...- .- &.. ..; :: :: V I CENTRE 

Celsbot Son Fewtey Southempton 504 !BR 
Telephone Fawley (0703) 892077 

Britain's Premier Sea Canoeing Centre offers a 
complete range of courses for 1991 including: 

1, 2, 3 star, Proficiency and Advanced 
Training and Assessment 

BCU Safety Test Assistant Lifeguard 
Training and Testing. 
Instructor and Senior Instructor 
Training and Assessment. 
White Water - Wales and the French 
Alps. 
Sea - Solent and the West Coast of 
Ireland. 

Groups - We can provide tailor made courses for Canoe 
Clubs, Scouts, etc (Group discounts available) 
Women's Courses - Canoeing, Sailing, Windsurfing. 

Personal 
Performance 

Safety 

Coaching 

Expeditions 

British Canoe Union Ring for a full colour brochure 
Approved giving details of these and 

• Centre courses in Dinghy Sailing, 
~ Windsurfing, Power Boat 

Handling, Downhill Skiing and 
many others 



Canoeing and 
Water Quality ----- One of the major anxieties 

in the sport of canoeing is 
water quality. Are we 
going to catch Weil's dis­ 
ease from rolling practice 
in the local canal? Is it a 
good idea to capsize in all 
that algae? Recently a 
number of letters appear­ 
ing in the canoeing press, 
with tales of illnesses 
attributed to canoeing in 
polluted water, indicate 
that there is a very real 
problem. 
With the exception of Weil's 

disease, most of the infections 
which can be contracted from 
the recreational use of water 
are considered to be minor, 
although at the time they seem 
anything but minor! Compared 
to the risk of drowning, the 
risks associated with contract­ 
ing an illness from canoeing 
may be very small. However, 
before paddling a new stretch 
of water, most people inspect it 
and judge from previous 
experiences before reaching a 
decision on their chances of 
surviving unscathed. Unless 
there is an obvious source of 
pollution, it is very difficult to 
reach a similar decision with 
regards to health risks. 

At the end of 1975, the UK 
adopted the EC Directive on 
the quality of bathing water (75/ 
160/EEC). This introduced 
maximum levels of various indi­ 
cator bacteria which are leg­ 
ally allowed at designated 
bathing waters. After a slow 
start, with only 27 bathing areas 
designated, the UK now has 
over 400 marine sites. Last sea­ 
son, 78% of these complied 
with the faecal indicator bac­ 
teria standard of the Directive. 
Unfortunately for the inland 
canoeist, the UK has no desig­ 
nated freshwater sites. 

A team from the Centre for 
Research into Environmental 
and Health (CREH) is propos­ 
ing to carry out a study on the 
health effects from the use of 
fresh recreational water using 
the artificial slalom course at 
Holme Pierrepont, and the 
River Tryweryn at Canolfan 
Tryweryn as their study sites. 

The study will involve a 
detailed questionnaire, and 
brief medical examination 
given to participants, on the 
morning of each event. During 
the study 6 extensive water 
samplings will take place, with 
the samples being analysed for 
a range of bacteria and viruses. 
A brief questionnaire, design­ 
ed to assess exposure, will be 
given after the days' activities. 
Symptomology will be deter­ 
mined by follow-up question­ 
naires one and four weeks after 
the initial exposure. 

It is hoped, that by compar­ 
ing two different sites, and the 
differing illness incident rates 
between canoeists and non­ 
canoeists, the degree of risk 
can be assessed. 

The study will take place on 
the following weekends: 

April 27/28 
West Midlands Rally 
Holme Pierrepont. 
May 11/12 
Tryweryn Open Tour 
Bala 

If you are planning to attend 
either of these events, and 
would like to participate, or 
even if you are just curious, 
please contact (enclosing a 
SAE): 
Loma Shipman 
30 Walton Road 
Stockton Heath 
Warrington WA4 6NL 
Work(0925)861522 
Home(0270)586298 

"Canoeing on Holme 
Pierrepont - a risk to 
your health?" 

Pyranha Mouldmgs Ltrruted 
Marmo V11Jage, 

Preston Brook. Runcorn. 
Cheshire WA 7 3DW 

Tel (0928) 
716666 

• 
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CLASSIFIED SALES 
Arrowcraft Flyte 400 competition 
slalom kayak. Excellent condition. 
Kevlar II construction 11 months 
old. Really smart boat. Offers 
invited on (0392) 214697. 
Bat Mark 5 mould, very good con­ 
dition, ideal for good cheap 
playboat. £100 ONO Tel (0203) 
667101 
C2 WWR Guillard Feeling, Kevlar, 
Ex. French Team, fully fitted, good 
condition £300 ONO. 2 X MI car­ 
bon, Canadian racing paddles £30 
Tel (081) 3982623 
Circle One 2 piece wet suit. Size: 
small adult, blue, very good condi­ 
tion, £40 ONO. Tel: Leighton Buz­ 
zard 374359 
Coleman Ram X 16' Gold Medallist, 
used a maximum of 6 times, pristine 
condition, £380 ONO, contact Nor­ 
man Liley (0332) 833620 after 6PM 
or (0332) 249520 daytime 
CSC tourer (yellow) excellent con­ 
dition, hardly used. Very stable 
ideal for beginner, complete with 
footrests £125 ONO will reduce 
price if buyer collects. Tel Garry 
(0635) 4 7554 
Derwent mini Blitz childs kayak 
with spraycover, excellent condi­ 
tion £95. 6'10" Zappa surf ski with 
tree great family fun machine, very 
good condition £80. Tel (0532) 
688978 
Derwent Shuttle Sprint Kl slalom, 
old but in excellent condition, blue/ 
silver glitter fade deck, poly 
buoyancy, kevlar hull. Not to be 
missed at £200 ONO. Tel: Dave 
(0268) 756169 evenings 
Extra Slalom Kayak, answers to the 
name of Zippee, needs a good 
home. Careful woman owner will 
exchange for Reflex, £i60 contact 
Lisa (0665) 603176 
Extra tiny Slalom Kayak ideal for 
young/small paddler bargain at 
£165 ONO. Tel: (0602) 782615 
Lawler paddling machine, vgc £55. 
Kl seat offers. Kenilworth (0926) 
58357 
Marineply K2 needs renovation but 
useable £20. Three ti'glass tourers 
dirty but durable £15 each. Pro­ 
ceeds to school. Tel (081) 464 3512 
Marlin WWRKI full kevlar, 12 
months old £260, Bushsport Pro­ 
deck to fit £15 each. Proceeds to 
school. Tel: (0203) 348513 evening 
MI 370 slalom Floe full expedition 
spec including compass. Reason 
for sale new personalised Ice Floe 
on order from P & H £275. Tel (0203) 
665829 
Sea Kayak P & H FJORD expedition 
model one year old, very little use. 
Sea master paddle, paddle float 
and spraydeck, excellent condi­ 
tion £400. Tel: (0738) 21746 even­ 
ings only 
Sea Kayak P & H Orion Expedition 
Spec. Extras: retractable skeg, 
foam seat, hatch behind seat, Gui 
Neoprene spray deck, deck pump. 
One year old, excellent condition. 
Tel (0394) 411741 ext 369 

Snipe £50, slalom boat (Warhorse) 
£35, both supplied with spray 
decks, tel Chris (031)667 0687 
Spray Deck for 18' Grumman 
Canoe clw 3 personnal spray cov­ 
ers. New and unused Lancer Kl 
(Kevlar) choice of 2, both as new, 
barely wet, o/s and u/s rudders, 
one with foot pump, never raced, 
£400 each. Contact Dave 
(0482)653073 
Yellow dancer vgc, with decklines, 
nose cone and airbags £150, one 
white dancer with nose cone, 
decklines and airbags vg as used 
mainly for surfing £150, one white 
dancer, as above, and also in good 
condition £200. All come with 
either yak deck bushdeck or 
twinseal. Also young teenagers 
wetsuit £25. Tel (0460) 20046 Even­ 
ings, can deliver. 
Xenon SL fibreglass slalom canoe, 
Wild Water spraydeck and MI 
paddles, very good condition £ 120. 
Tel: (0636) 892640 

LOST AND FOUND 
Lost on the R Dee North Wales dur­ 
ing the Welsh Canoe Association 
Tour Saturday November 10th. 
One pair of M I Slalom paddles, 
kayak, epoxy shaft and marks 
Helen. Last seen at about 4.30pm 
just below the Town Bridge. Tel 
(0734) 481425 
Reported lost One orange Rotobat, 
3 ABS paddles, 2 Schlegel paddles. 
Found: I SLR camera, I Canadian 
paddle, I pair of glasses and other 
smaller canoeing items. Please 
send a full description and a 
stamped addressed envelope to: 
Mike Jones Rally, clo Betws Y Coed 
Sorting Office, Bews Y Coed, 
Gwyneed LL24 !AA. 

WANTED 
A cut down Kl, in good condition, 
suitable for a J14 paddler. Tel: 
Richard Hendry (0324) 556939 
Almost new WWspec Aeroquatic, 
pref with bush or yak deck will pay 
£250 ONO. Tel: Dave (0202) 692850 
Espada, also childs kayak. Tel: 
Peter Corrin (061) 439 1193 
Jenson 21' Racing Canadian or Kir­ 
ton 21' Racing Canadian. Tel (0734) 
482447 
KI Limfjourdan or any older KI 's or 
K2's and wooden kayaks/canoes. 
Will collect anywhere. Tel (0905) 
55007 
Mould for Shuttle Slalom, can col­ 
lect. Tel (081) 464 3512 Prospector 
Canoe. Tel Chesterfield (0246) 
208135 
Slalom kayak, low volume G/F for 
repair project. Must be cheap. Any 
condition considered. Tel: (0761) 
70496 
Touring C2 17 Foot or longer in 
good condition with paddles. Tel: 
(0703) 769499 
John Griffin Water Rat canoe any 
condition. Tel: Mr Bishop (0277) 
623802 

WE NEED YOUR PHOTO'S 
FOR OUR 

1992 BROCHURE 
THEME: 'OPEN CANOES' 

1st Prize. : Discovery 17 4 Canoe 
2nd Prize: Any 2 Grey Owl Paddles 
3rd Prize : £50 voucher 

All runners up, and for all photo's used, 
a Cascade Waterproof Boundary Bag. 

Closing Date: 11th October 1991 
Send your slides to the address below, giving details of 
camera, film and situation and not forgetting your name 

and address. 
Results printed December Focus 

Please supply SAE if you require your slides returning 

Phone, fax or write for our FREE 36 page colour brochure, 
detailing over 88 very different open canoes and all the 

accessories your will ever need. 

MOBILE ADVENTURE LTD. 
BRIDGE WORKS, KNIGHTON FIELDS ROAD WEST, 

LEICESTElil LE2 6LG 

Tel: (0533) 830659 
Fax: (0533) 440454 II 



Canoe Courses 
Beginner - Rolling - Whitewater 
Residential weekends on 
site and transport inclusive 
package to Devon & Wales 
BOWLES OUTDOOR CENTRE 
Tunbridge Wells (0892) 665665 

II 

July-October. Stay at a new 
purpose built outdoor activity 
centre in Calderdale's rugged, 

beautiful countryside. All groups/ 
individuals catered for. 

LUMBUTTS MILL 
Lumbutts, Todmorden, Lanes. OL 14 6JE. 
Tel: 0706 814536. Ref: A 110 

Derbyshire County Council. 
Residential accommodation for 
groups in the Derbyshire Coun­ 
tryside at Buxton, Cromford and 
Wirksworth. Ideal bases for out­ 
door pursuits or educational visits. 
Send for a free leaflet to The Acting 
County planning Officer, Derby­ 
shire County Council, County 
Offices, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 
'.-lAG, 

PARSON HOUSE FARM OPC 
Offer the following Canoe Expeditions 

Dordogne River · France 15-26th May 1991 
and 4-15111 June 1991-Some 300 miles - 

12 days. £350 fully inclusive. 
Canoe Expedition Canada - 27th August to 

11th September 1991 Oxtongue uke­ 
Algonquin Ulke - Petawawa River etc. 

£1350.00 fully Inclusive 
Interested? Then write to: 

Paul or Martin at 
Parson House Farm OPC, 
Langshaw, Sheffield S11 7TZ 

Telephone: 0433 31017 

Overseas Canoeing Trips 
Budget personal and vehicle 
breakdown and recovery insur­ 
ance. White water covered world 
wide. Also cheap accommodation 

in French Alps and Mediterranean 
with or without ferry crossings. Plus 
summer ski and multi-activity holi­ 
days . Mike Bruce, Alpine Options. 
01033 76801995. 
French Pyrenees. Canoeing, · 
kayaking and rafting, touring and 
W.W. Other activities available - 
mountain biking, walking etc. 
Groups and inviduals. 
Tel: (010 33) 68 59 07 27. 

PRESELI SEA CANOEING 
Explore the spectacular Pembroke­ 
shire coastline. paddle our amazing 
tide races. rock-hop with the seals' 
Small groups. a friendly centre. he 
you novice or budding expert. 
/'hone to di .... cw;s requirements '" write for 
slctuils: 
Parcynole Fach, Mathry, Pembrokeshire 

SA62 SHN Tel: 103481837702 

To advertise in Canoe Focus Classified: 
Boxed advertisements £6 per column cm (semi-display). 
Lineage 30p per word (mm. 20 words). 
Contact: Trac_y Simpson, Raven Marketing Group, New Road, St. Ives, 
Cambs., PE17 4BG. Tel: (0480) 496130. 
B. C. U. members private sale advertisements are free of charge 
up to -30 words. 
Contact: BCU (classifieds) Adbolton Lane, West Bridgford 
Nottingham NG2 SAS 

at outdoor centre in North Devon. 
Phone 0237 477637 for details. 
Outdoor Pursuits Instructors 
required for summer 1991. Multi­ 
activity programme based in 
Cheddar Somerset, particularly 
canoeists, cavers and climbers. 
Contact Mike or Ruth, Country 
Wide Weekends, 'Driftway' Drive 
Road, Old Couldsden, Surrey CR5 
IBN. Tel: 0737 551530. 

Canoeing Instructors and 
Directors. 
Residential and non-residential vac­ 
ancies at children's watersports 
centres in Surrey and Hampshire. 
3-6 weeks in July and August Good 
salaries, further details: 
Leisurework Limited, PO Box 367, 
Woking, GU21 !AH. Tel: 0483 
721211. 

Nigel Foster Canoeing Ventures. 
Holidays, trairLing and guiding in 
classic kayaking areas: Snowdonia, 
Scotland, Faeroe Islands, west 
coast of Ireland surf, Lundy. For 
details telephone 0248 602058 or 
write: 5 Tan-y-Bwlch, Mynydd, 
Llandegai, Bethesda, Gwynedd, 
LL57 4DX. 
Liffey Descent and Arctic Canoe 
Race. Contact us now for full 
details of our packages; make it 
easy on yourself. Sporting Travel 
Services, 7 Melbourn Street, Roys­ tof Herts., SGS 7BP. 0763 242867. 

6 M• ~iMt•j•LiU•Hi 
lnchree Chalets & B'llllkhouse, 
Onich, Fort William, Inverness­ 
shire, Tel Onich (08553) 287. 
Situated in the midst of some of the 
finest white water. Suitable all 
grades. Less access problems. 
Scotland Nr Glen Coe. Cottage at 
Portnacroish by Loch Linnhe. 
Accommodates 8-9. Heating, Fire. 
Good base for sea, river and moun­ 
tain activities. Tel: (0442) 863534. 
The Management and staff of the 
White Lion Hotel, High Street, Bala, 
Gwynedd, welcome all canoeists 
and visitors. Bar meals available 
12-2pm and 6-9pm. Weekend rates 
for supporters. 
Canoeists - Accommodation for 
parties of 4+ in 2 superb comforta­ 
ble cottages, close Bala town. 
Lock-ups for canoes. Drying room. 
£ 10 person. (0678) 520 l O l. 

Residential Childrens 
Activity Centre 

Kingswood is all year round resi­ 
dential Computer/Activity centre in 
Shropshire. We are currently look­ 
ing for young, enthusiastic staff with 
relevant experience, and/or qualifi­ 
cations, and most of all a genuine 
interest in working with children. We 
have vacancies in the following pos­ 
itions: Multi-activity instructors, Cat­ 
ering Assistants, Maintenance and 
Laundry Assistants. Full board, 
accommodation and wages pro­ 
vided. If interested please call Lyz 
or Anne for an application form on 
09074 6141 (office hours). 

Instructors required. Canoeing, 
climbing, water skiing, surfing and 
others. Vacancies from May to July, 

~ ~- .•.. 
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Instructors required for our 
centres in France, Spain and 
· the UK for Summer 1991 
(May-September). Qualified 

experienced canoeists, 
windsurfers. climbers. land 
yachters, should contact: 

Acorn Venture, 
137 Worcester Road, Hagley, 

Stourbridge, DY90NW 
Tel.· (0562) 882151 

WE WANT 
PADDLERS 

PGL require B.C.U. s.rs and other 
canoeists with considerable experience to 
instruct children or families for long or 
short periods between March and 
October. Minimum age is 18 for the U.K. 
and 20 for France. Applicants lor France 
should have Canadian experience. Ali 
posts are residential. 
Details and application form from:­ 
Application Department 
PGL Young Adventure Ltd 
820 Station Street ~- 
Ross-on-WyeHR97AH = -==-= 
Tel: 0989 764211 Jobs 18-30's 

THE Y.H.A. ACTIVITY 
CENTRES 

Instructors required at our two 
Activity Centres at Edale & 
Llangollen. Positions exist for 
candidates of varied levels of 
experience and qualification in 
a wide range of outdoor and 

adventure activities. 
For further details and an appli­ 
cation form contact: 
Nick Willis 
Edale Youth Hostel 
Rowland Cote 
Netherbooth 
Edale 
SHEFFIELD S30 2ZH 
Tel: 0433 70302 

TRADE 
Eskimo's Canoe Store: sea kayaks 
and accessories from the country's 
leading manufacturers. Demonst­ 
ration boats from Valley, North 
Shore, Pyranha, McNulty and P&H. 
Open 7 days a week, 12 months a 
year. Eskimo's, Twr-y-Felin Out- 

door Centre, St Davids, Pembroke­ 
shire 0437 72039 l. 
Performance Sports outdoor 
Centre for all canoes and acces­ 
sories, slalom/GP Boats, top brand 
names for all canoe equipment. 
Club discounts available - Mail 
Order Service. Telephone, write or 
call our showrooms at Tolegate 
Lane, High Street, Strood, Roches­ 
ter. Kent ME2 4TG (0634) 724403. 
Interest Free Credit - Buy your 
next canoe or kayak over 3, 6 or 9 
months. No interest. Any make, 
anywhere in the country - tele­ 
phone or write with your order. 
Remember, 3, 6 or 9 months to pay, 
no extra charges. The P & H Com­ 
pany, Station Road, West Hallam, 
Derby DE7 6HB. Telephone 0602 
320155. 
Carlisle Canoes, everything for 
the canoeist from beginner to 
advanced white water paddler. All 
leading makes in stock including 
Prijon, Schlegel, HF, Pyranha, Ace, 
Wild Water, Old Town, Coleman, 
Palm, Perception, New Wave. 
Open 7 days (Sunday by arrange­ 
ment). Contact Carlisle Canoes, 
Pennywise Shop, 41 Wigton Road, 
Carlisle, CA2 7 AX Tel: 0228 31703/ 
37658. 
The Watershed 091-272-2225. 
Call in or mail order. Schlegel, Per­ 
ception, Pyranha, Coleman, Grum­ 
man, Old Town, Romer, H.F., Pri­ 
jon, etc, etc. 3 minutes from the Al. 
Serving the North East and 
beyond. Unit 1, Elliott Terrace, 
Elswick, Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE46UP. 
Sunray GPs. Canoe shop, supply 
canoes and accessories for all. Dis­ 
counts for clubs and groups, 
schooIB and colleges, scouts and 
guides. Demo boats available. 
Write, phone or call, Sunray GP 4a 
Boulton Road, Adlington, near 
Chorley Lancashire. 0257/483362/ 
480680. 
'Manual of Ply/Epoxy Canoe 
Construction' with over 70 illustra­ 
tions. Includes plans and details for 
converting your canoe to sail £8.50 
Visa/Access. For free catalogue of 
Canoe plans send an S.AE. to Sel­ 
way Fisher Design, 15 King Street, 
Melksham, Wilts, SNl2 6HB. 
Special Offers/Sea Kayaks. We 
quite often have demonstration 
kayaks with a light cosmetic fault. 
Send an SAE for our up to date list 
of kayaks available. The P&H Com­ 
pany, Station Road, West Hallam, 
Derbyshire DE7 6HB. Telephone 
0602 320155. 
Canoeing Fabrics, breathable 
waterproofs, P.U., neoprene 
coated nylon, polycotton, waxed 
cotton, Cordura, Ventile. Pile, 
fleece and stretch fabrics. Buckles, 
webbing, shockcord, velcro and 
much more. Patterns for all outdoor 
gear. Discounts. For samples/ 
prices stamp please. Tor(Ca) 3 
Fryer Street, Runcorn, WA7 IND. 
lsosport Training Systems. 
Isokinetic equipment for fast 
development of strength and 
power. Unit 1, Blaenau Gwent 
Workshop, Bryn Mawr, Gwent NP3 
4BL. 0495 312239. 
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\NATER 
CONSULTANCY 

EVERYTHING FOR THE CANOEIST 

RIVER DART 
Mountain, 

Stream~ 
Activities 

Instructor Training/Assessment: 10-12 May £67 
Senior Instructor Training/Assessment: 11-13 Oct £72 
Introduction to Whitewater Skills: 
13-15Sept. 18-200ct£62 
Other courses available by arrangement 
All courses include full board accommodation 
Chalet, sic accommodation for groups up to 16. All 
rooms centrally heated. Drying facilities. Guides and 
instructors available through the season. 

Canoe Courses 
1991 

For details contact: 
Mountain Stream Activities, 
Wydemeet, Hexworthy, Yelverton, 
DEVON Pl20 6SF. Tel: 03643-215 

~~@ ~@W@~ ~~@~~Il~ 
@rru@~~~~w 

27th JULY 1991 
OPEN REGArrA FfM SA/UNG blNGN/ES 

(iWlltt'tr Cemges Ba!/) -J?INIOR SLALOM RACES -WINOSVRRN(}. 
lf!Jf_ Thls ~ar CASH PRIZES will ulst1 he 17Wl7Metl 1'8r !'tr.rt C1711H h8hW! 

of eucl, mal:e/o'es1g11 /,, li+e ,,,,,,',, .SEA KAYAK CLASSIC NACE. 

ALL THE MAJOR NAMES 
GA YBO/PERCEPTION ACE COLEMAN 

WILD WATER OTTERSPORTS 
ALL FROM STOCK ALL AT KEEN PRICES. 
PLUS our own range & Kayel Kits & Navtiraid Folding Kayaks 

~ 

•• Ask for our "Special Offer" c® discount list •• 
OATS LIMITED 

~ :.," Ramsey, Huntinqcon, Cambs., Eoglaod V Telephone: Ramsey (0487)813777 
® 'Granta' 'Kayel' and 'Typty' are registered trademarks 

FOR EITHER 

SEX 

• 
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DRUMMOND 
~~ 
KAYAK AND CANOE CENTRE 

Courses For Experts & Beginners 
River Severn Resource Centre 
Sales, Rental, Tuition, Advice, 

Books, Maps, Guides 

Call, Phone or Write 
South View, Severn Bank, Shrewsbury SYJ 2JD 

0743 365022 

Britain's friendliest mail order 
company 

We can supply you with the right canoeing 
product at the right price 

THE ONLY CENTRE 
WITH SO MUCH 50 CLOSE 
SURF • WllD WATER • ROCK HOPPING • SEA TOURING 
• FlAT WATER FOR LEARNING • QUALITY SHOP • .··s,. BAR• ACCOMMODATION1ft- f'~" . FOR CANOEISTS •• ;' 
, ~ . All THE PADDUNG YOU COULD .I 
~J .' ' WANT IS TEN MINUTES FROM 

• OUR FRONT DOOR 

WHY GO ANYWHERE ELSE? 
FOR A COPY OF OUR FREE COLOUR BROCHURE, PLEASE 
CONTACT: ANDY MIDDLETON, TWR·Y· FELIN 
OUTDOOR CENTRE, ST. DAVIDS, DYFED. SA62 6QS. 
PHONE 0437 720 391. FAX 0437 721 838. 

MOTORHOME HIRE 
Hiring a UK Motorhome will provide you and your team with 
mobile, 5-star luxury - anywhere. 
* Superbly appointed choice * Ferry and Campsite 

of 2, 4 or 6 berth. booking service. * Modem equipment, * Easy to drive. 
cooker, shower, toilet * Canoes pack on the roof. * UK or Europe. * Roof-racks available. 

a vn. 1riocornom.:> 
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BROCHCRE HOTLl\:E 081 759 7943 

READER 
ENQUIRY 
SERVICE 

NOTE: 
Pl C:1\SE \VRITE DIRECT TO ANY ADVERTISER 'I\ THIS LDITION IVHO 
DOES NOT APPEAR BELOIV 

Code Advertiser Page Code Advertiser Page 

FOR THE COST OF ONE 
STAMP YOU CAN RECEIVE 

MORE INFORMATION 
ABOUT ANY OF THE 

'FOCUS ADVERTISERS IN 
THIS EDITION 

JUST TICK THE BOX AGAINST 
THE RELEVANT COMPANY AND 

MAIL THE COMPLETE COUPON TO: 

II 
CANOE FOCUS 
P.O. BOX300 

PETERBOROUGH PE1 5TQ 

101 AC CANOES 
102 ACCESSIBLE ISOLATION Ltd 
103 ACE WATER SPORTS 
104 AVONCRAFT 
105 BUFFALO 
106 CALSHOT ACTIVITY CENTRE 
107 CANOE STORE 
108 CAPEL CANOES 
109 CHRIS HARE MARINE 
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112 CURRENT TRENDS 
114 DOLPHIN WETSUITS 
115 DRUMMOND OUTDOOR 
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116 GARST ANG ADVENTURE 38 0 
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121 Mt. STREAM ACTIVITY 45 0 
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AVONCRAFTGIV~~ YOU TH~ WO~lD'~ f IN~~l CHOIC~ 

Visit our warehouse facility and see the 
largest stocks of kayaks, canoes, 
paddles, safety equipment and 
accessories available from all the 
Worlds leading names:- Prijon, 
Grumman, H.F., Romer, Ace, 
Perception, Arrowcraft, Old Town, 
Coleman to name but a few. 

Opening Hours: 
MON-FRI 9am-5.30pm SAT 9am-1 pm 

The leading innovator of the toughest yet 
blowmoulded high density Polyethylene kayaks, 
renowned for their rigidity and unequalled safety 
features. These include the Taifun, T Slalom, T 
Canyon, Yukon, Gattino, Topolino, Topolino Duo, 
Invader and Seayak. 

•AVONCRAffi 
Burrowfield, Welwyn Garden City, Herts. AL7 4SR 

Telephone: (0707) 330000 Fax: 0707 333026 



THE INNOVATORS 
Paddlers using Wild-Water equipment don't just take part. 
They WIN World Championships. 
They WIN against the Elements. 
They WIN against the odds. 
Wild-Water - Function and Beauty. 
Wild-Water - We lead, others follow. 

The complete raft - everything with a 
purpose, expertly thought out. 
Buoyancy Aids 6kg to 1 5kg. 
Cags - waterproof to breathable. 
Helmets - standard and Combi. 
Wetsuits - longjohns to vests. 
Raft by EuroCraft. 
Ready for the river. 

nturer, Explorer Leader, Explorer Buoyancy Aids. 
Helm:e.ndard and Combi. ' sf>r ~al, Singleseal adjustable. 
Cags - I a Goretex Kosi Dry Top. 
Paddles - Dd le rque shafts with Twister Blades 

You know, like we know, that you wouldn't want 
anything less. 
Kayaks courtesy of Perception (UK) 

ee,lie equipment - canoeing foe tM 
u3of. . 
Cags - adjustable $/Covers. Wetsuits. 
Buoyancy Aids. Throw lines and bags. 
Zipless Shortie and Hots - everything 
the Paddler requires. Extra Heavy duty 
if you need it. 
Bus courtesy of Bewerly Park Centre. 

THERE IS ONLY 
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