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THE NATIONWIDE GUIDE TO 

THE SHOPS BELOW OFFER A FULL RETAIL SERVICE TO CANOEISTS, STOCKING A LARGE SELECTION OF 
CANOES & ACCESSORIES FROM ALL THE LEADING MANUFACTURERS -TOP SERVICE & EXPERT ADVICE 

VISIT YOUR NEAREST SHOP NOW-THE ALL VEAR ROUND lEIDf l I CANOE EXHIBITION 
30 Hunter Street 
Prestwick KA9 1 LG Ayrshire 
Telephone: 0292 78558 

' ~ Scottish Agents for all 
1 _\. Major Canoe & Accessory 
~ Manufacturers 

LAMMER LAWS 
LEISURE 

Lammerlaws Road, Burntisland 
Fife Scotland Tel: 0592 874270 
Open 10.00 to 6.00 Mon to Fri 
(Weds till 8.00) 
& 10.00 to 5.00 at Weekends 
A Full Range of Canoeing, 
Sailing & Sailboard Equipment 
Available 

THE WILD 
WATER CENTRE WAVEFORM 

The Mill Glasshouses 
Pateley Bridge, Harrogate 
North Yortc:shire HG3 SQH 

64 Millgate, Newark, Notts. 
Telephone: 0636 700362 
Open: 9.00 to 5.00 Mon to Sat 
Most Makes of Canoe & 
Accessories Available 

VALLEY CANOE PRODUCTS LTD 
Private Road 4, Colwick, 

Nottingham. 
Tel: 0602 614995 

Open weekdays 8.30-5.30 
Saturday 9.00-12.00 

A full range of canoes and 
accessories. Cy) .,,..1 Specialists in sea kayaks. 

~~ 

""'ff /BREAKOUT 
THE LEISURE SHOP 

57 DAI£ RD, MATLOCK, DERBYS. 
DE4 3LT 

TEL: MATLOCK (0629) 57148 
Wide range of canoes and accessories 

from al leading manufacturers 
Open 9_30-5.30. Closed Thurs & Sun 

STAN COOPER 
WATERSPORTS 

Bala (0678) 521059 
Unit 9, Bala Industrial Estate, 
Bala, Gwynedd, N. Wales. 
All Leading Makes 
of Canoes & 
Accessories Available 

WE ST Open 9.00 to 5.00 
Mon to Sat , 

MIDLANDS 
CANOE CENTRE 
112 New Hall Street, Willenhall 
Telephone: 0902 634567 
A Full Range of Canoes & 
Equipment for Beginner or 
Expert Alike 

WYE KAYAKS 
31 East Street, Hereford 
Telephone: 0432 265453 
Open 9.00-5.30 Mon to Sat 
Huge Stocks of Canoes, 
Kayaks, Outdoor Equipment 
& Accessories. Expert Staff 

Open 9.30-5.30 
Mon to Sat 

Shepperton Marina, 
Felix Lane, Shepperton, Middlesex 

Telephone: 0932 247978 /225988 
Large Range of Canoeing, 
Windsurfing & Outdoor Pursuit 
Equipment. Canoe Tuition & Full 
Demo Facilities on our Private Lake. 

WAVES PORTS 
5 Tudor Court, Harold Court Road, 
Harold Wood, Hornford, Essex. 
Telephone: 04023 73371 
Open 9.30 to 5.30 Mon to Sat 
(Closed Tues) 
Full Range of Canoes & 
Equipment from the Shop or 
our Van at most Slaloms 
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MOBILE ADVENTURE 
Mobile ~re Ud. is an appn:Mld 8.C.U. Centre. 

MOBILE ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT SUPPLIES 
BRITAIN'S LARGEST RANGE OF CANOES 

UNDER ONE ROOF 

INTRODUCING OUR OWN NEW RANGE OF 
OPEN CANOE 
RAYNARD TOURER 
Suitable for both doubles and Solo paddling, at home on both 
Canals and Big Whitewater. Designed with the B.C.U. award 
scheme in mind a good all round canoe for both family and centre 
use. 

Built with a Dylan Hull, Mahogany Gunnels and light-weight 
aluminium thwarts and carrying handles, this model features end 
caps and our comfortable bucket seats as standard. 
Length 16'5" Width 34" Depth 12¼" Weight 50Ibs 

RAYNARD CRUISER 
The Cruiser is our double Canoe, at 17'6" a little long for solo 
paddling, but just right for those extended Canoe Tours or Camping 
Trips, with a massive carrying Capacity equally useful for the family 
of 2 adults and up to 3 children, or that 3 month Canoe Camping trip 
in the wilderness you've always dreamed of doing. 
The Raynard Cruiser has been chosen by the Ganges Challenge 

'86 Expedition to paddle 1,300 miles down the River Ganges in 
India. 

Built to the same high specification as our Tourer, the Cruiser 
features a sliding bow seat as standard. 
Length 17'6" Width 35¼" Depth 13" Weight 53Ibs 

These two new designs have been developed and tested by 
ourselves on and for our courses over the last 18 months, and at last 
we can say, we've got it right, and we are now happy to market them. 

For our full colour 1986 brochure of courses in the UK and abroad 
write or phone us at: 

MOBILE ADVENTURE LTD 
Bridge Works, Knighton Fields Road West, Leicester LE2 6LG 
Tel: (0533) 830659 

Photo. M. Wardle, Loch Oich 

WATEASPORT WHOLESALERS 

NAVTI SPORTS DRY BIN 
the best way to keep your equipment dry and safe 

until needed. 

A new range of really waterproof containers featuring 
an attractive red screwtop complete with 'O' ring 

waterproof seal. 
Four sizes: 

6 litre £4.95 
Diameter 200mm (Sin) 
Height 230mm (9in) 

Neck Opening 135mm (51 ,in) 

14 litre £8.95 

26 litre £10.95 
Diame1er 310mm (121 ,m) 
Height 400mm (16m) 

Neck Operung 200mm (&n) 

42 litre £14.95 
Diameter 270mm (l0¾1n) Diameter 390mm ( 151,m) 
Height 270mm ( !OJ ,in) Height 390mm ( 1511m) 

Neck Opening 200mm (Sm) Neck Opening 2ll>mm (llm) 

Ideal for canoeing, camping, expeditions and centres. 
AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD CANOE EQUIPMENT SUPPLIERS 

OR IN CASE OF DIFFICULTY COITTACT: 04023 73371 

Wal!!~ ~,,__.a,i 
FIVE OAK GREEN, TONBRIDGE, KENT. 

Tel: Paddock Wood (0892-83) 2128 
CATCH THE SPIRIT OF CANOEING 
with one of our large range of fibreglass kayaks . 

General Purpose, Slalom, 
Whitewater, Tourers, Doubles, 

and Canadian Canoes. 
We also stock Pyranha and Ace polyethylene canoes. 

Large showroom and shop, stocked full of accessories and 
many canoes. 

Canoe lessons with experienced BCU senior instructor, 
Demo boats available. Repair and hire service. 

CAN YOU SURVIVE? 
• EXCESSIVE GOOD FOOD 
• REAL ALE HUNTS 
• BLINDING SUNSETS 
• WAKING UP TO POUNDING SURF 

IF SO, THEN YOU'LL ENJOY 
A TOP CLASS CANOEING COURSE 

WITH 
OUTDOOR ADVENTURE 

CONTACT: JEFF GILL B.C.U. COACH 
ATLANTIC COURT (R4) WIDEMOUTH BAY, BUDE, 

CORNWALL EX23 0DF TEL (028885) 312 
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NEW APPOINTMENTS AT 
BCU HEADQUARTERS 

Finance Officer - Miss A. Cassidy 
Annmarie joins the Headquarters Staff after 
six years working for Pannell Kerr Forster, 
Chartered Accountants of Nottingham, whe­ 
re she gained experience covering many 
aspects of accounting. Born, bred and edu­ 
cated in Nottingham, she now splits her time 
between Flexel House and Holme Pierrepont, 
where she and Mike Haslam are in the 
vanguard for the Headquarters move next 
year. 

Press and Information Officer - 
P.C.H. Ingram 
Peter will be known to quite a few people in 
the canoeing world, as he was for many years 
the Activities Secretary of The Scout Asso­ 
ciation, where he was responsible for the 
development of Water Activities. 
After a career in the Army, seeing service in 

many countries abroad, Peter joined Messrs. 
Selfridges in London on the retail manage­ 
ment side, before moving to his previous 
post. One of his earlier tasks was the setting 
up and management of Longridge as National 
Scout Boating Centre, where he received his 
first and only training as a canoeist under the 
eagle eye of Ernie Wykes (Secretary of the 
BCU Racing Committee). 

Nationally, Peter is also well known as one 
of the organisers of the Great Children's 
Party, the Royal Fireworks and other similar 
"happenings". Amongst his new responsibili­ 
ties will be the editorship of CANOE FOCUS 
and promoting the Union nationally. 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 
Membership of the Union 
The membership details are held at the BCU 
Offices on computer. Under the terms of the 
above act, any member has the right to object 
to the data relating to him being held in this 
way. The same information is then held and 
processed manually. The Union has already 
given an undertaking that the membership 
records on computer, will not be disclosed or 
made available to any source outside the 
Union's own organisation. Members will rea­ 
lise that the manual process will result in 
delays in information, CANOE FOCUS and 
membership benefits reaching them, as these 
will be dealt with after the computerised mail 
distribution. Should any members of the 
Union, wish to register their objection, they 
should contact the Administrator at the BCU 
Headquarters. 

British Canoe Union Committee 
So that the Union's Committees who may 
keep their records on computer will not be 
required to register individually, the Union will 
be negotiating with the office of the Data 
Protection Registrar for a "group registra­ 
tion". It would be helpful if the Secretaries of 
Committees which fall within this category, 
could inform the Administrator at the BCU 
Headquarters. 

Clubs 
Unincorporated clubs which hold personal 
data on computer are generally exempt from 
the obligation to register under the act as long 
as the data relates only to club members who 
have been given an opportunity to object to 
such dat_;i being held. Unfortunately, registra­ 
tion still has to be considered by those clubs 
which, although not incorporated, nonethe­ 
less keep computer records related to non­ 
members. This is likely to be the case where a 
club organises open events and stores on its 
computer information about participants. 
Many such participants will not be club 
members and the exemption from registration 
will no longer apply. 

CAN YOU HELP? 
A chance to extend international relation­ 
ships. A Czechoslovakian Canoe Club is hop­ 
ing to visit the United Kingdom in August/ 
September this year (3-4 weeks) and want to 
link with a Canoe Club in this country. They 
will have their own transport and camping 
equipment, so are looking for a Club to help 
advise them of possible waters to use, and 
other domestic arrangements. In turn they 

·would offer similar services for a return visit at 
a later date. 

Anyone interested is asked to contact Peter 
Ingram, Press & Information Officer at the 
BCU Headquarters. 

CAN YOU DESIGN A 
WINNING MEDAL? 
This is your opportunity to design a new 
medal to be awarded to the winners of BCU 
competitive events. If a suitable design is 
submitted and approved, the designer will 

receive a specially mounted set of one gold, 
one silver and one bronze medal. You need 
not be a professional designer or artist, as 
final artwork will be produced by a design 
studio. So, don't just talk about your ideas. 
Put them down on paper and enter the com­ 
petition. This is your chance to win a medal! 

Guidelines for Designs 
1. You may submit designs for one or all of the 
following: 
a) A medal suitable for all occasions 
b) A flat water medal 
c) A white water medal 
2. The diameter of the finished medal will be 
approximately 2" -2½" 
3. A simple design is often best - it is difficult 
technically to reproduce fine detail. 

Please send your designs to BCU Head­ 
quarters, to reach us not later than 1 August 
1986. The winning design will be announced 
in Canoe Focus, at a later date. 

YORKSHIRE AND 
HUMBERSIDE 
DEVELOPMENT 
BCU Yorkshire and Humberside Regional 
Development Plan may not be the first but it is 
one of the best. Responsible for its produc­ 
tion and much of its writing is David Gent who 
is to be congratulated on a first class docu­ 
ment. The BCU had the opportunity of mak­ 
ing a presentation of the plan to a gathering of 
the Chief Leisure and Recreation Officers of 
the Region. Carel Quaife, the National Deve­ 
lopment Officer, explored ways in which the 
BCU in the Region could help local authorities 
with their objectives which he was sure would 
also benefit canoeing. David Gent explained 
the BCU Region's aim to appoint a canoeing 
contact in each local authority area, so that 
Leisure and Recreation Officers would have 
an instant point of contact on canoeing 
matters, thereby making it easy for them to 
give careful consideration to canoeing when 
making any plans. These contacts would not 
necessarily have all the answers themselves, 
but they would be able to obtain informed 
information and opinion quickly through the 
regional and national BCU framework. This is 
a good idea that other Regions could do well 
to copy. 

THE 'CHALLENGER' 
BUOYANCY AID 
A note in the last issue of Focus stated that 
the Challenger buoyancy aid, manufactured 
by Splashsport, had now been withdrawn 
from the BCU/BCMA Standard BA 83. 

The statement should have made clear the 
fact that all Challenger buoyancy aids cur­ 
rently on the market, which bear the BCU/ 
BCMA Standard label, were manufactured in 
accordance with the terms of reference of the 
Standard. 

Recent purchasers of Challenger buoyancy 
aids which bear this label need not, therefore, 
become concerned. 

The Challenger Cadet and the Challenger 
Plus are not affected in any way. 
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-•AVONCRAF»----- 
Together with leading names of the canoe world, offer you 

the most comprehensive range of products available. 
The PRIJON "INV ADER TS" and 
"TAIFUN" kayaks are the worlds first 
production Blow Moulded High 
Molecular Polyethylene kayaks, 
offering superior strength due to 
computerised thickness control and 
high molecular density resulting in a 
rigidity and design performance equal 
to the best in glass boats. 
Europes best selling kayaks will be on 
display on our stand at the Crystal 
Palace. 
GRUMMAN ALUMINIUM CANOES:­ 
Over half-a-million Grumman Canoes 
have been constructed since 1946. That 
is more than all the canoes and kayaks 
in Europe. Grumman canoes are 
lighter-stronger and asthetically more 

appealing. As well as being paddled, 
they can be sailed, rowed or motor 
powered. Grumman canoes should last 
a lifetime. Ten different models are 
available . 

SCHLEGEL PADDLES:- Erich Schlegel 
pioneered the composite paddle nearly 
10 years ago. Today the Schlegal 
paddle is known to all knowledgeable 
canoeists as being the ultimate in 
paddle contruction and design. 
AVONCRAFT stock 14 Schlegel models 
for kayak & canoe. 

KOBER PADDLES:- A range of canoe 
and kayak paddles for all those that 
prefer the esthetics of wood and quality 
of KOBER. 

.. L~ GRUMMAN ,, 
Send l Bp stamp for our colour brochure:- 

AVONCRAFT, BURROWFIELD, WELWYN GARDEN CITY, HERTS. AL7 4SR. 
Tele: 0707-330000 
U.K. Agents for :- 

PRIJON KAYAKS-SCHLEGEL PADDLES-GRUMMAN CANOES-KOBER PADDLES. 
Stockists for:- Ace Perception - Wild Water - Harishok - Lendal paddles 

Suppliers to:- H.M. Forces - Education Authorities - Canoe Clubs - Exporters 
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ENJOY BRITAIN'S 
WATERWAYS BY CANOE 
A CORRECTION 
Those who have the above leaflet published 
jointly by the British Waterways Board ( BWB) 
and the Union, are asked to note that on the 
last page, the telephone number of the 
BWB's Information Centre should read "01- 
2626711'. 

FRITZ OTTO DAVID 
HIRSCHFELD - Obituary 
Oliver Cock pays tribute to David Hirschfeld, 
one of the significant figures in the develop­ 
ment of British canoeing. 

David Hirschfeld first came to England in 
1933, when he escaped from Berlin and Hitler. 
He was given to understand that he could 
remain in the UK only if he started some kind 
of business. In any case, he decided that he 
preferred to be his own master and, as canoe­ 
ing was beginning to show signs of revival, he 
decided to build folding canoes in his own 
local garage. He called his little enterprise 
Tyne Folding Boats. He took to the water 
himself and frightened the daylights out of the 
coastguards by going afloat on the sea, padd­ 
ling round a headland and landing in the next 
bay. This made me get the bug and I asked to 
buy the first canoe he sold. Actually, I got his 
fourth, and I still have the invoice to prove it: a 
Tyne Sports Two-Seater. 

It was not long before he outgrew his little 
back-yard workshop. In a minor step or two 
he moved to Richmond on Thames in 1936, 
where he set up his works in slightly more 
spacious surroundings at the Tower Garage, 
now knocked down and replaced with resi­ 
dential accommodation. 

His canoeing enterprises grew and grew, 
but this did not stop him from actively canoe­ 
ing. He joined the Canoe Camping Club, went 
on many trips and gave demonstrations of the 
then mysterious, Eskimo Roll. In fact, I think 
he introduced the Put-Across method of rol­ 
ling to this country. This is the roll he taught in 
the Richmond Baths. I was one of his early 
pupils, and a very bad one at that, being 
terrified of being underwater and spending 
most of my time climbing up him instead of 
getting on with learning the technique. He 
was the club's President from 1976 to 1981. 
Thereafter he became one of its Vice Presi­ 
dents. 

Again, he had to move, to St. Margarets 
near Twickenham, where he also had a home 
over the premises. 

At the beginning of the War, all 'enemy 
aliens' whether refugee or otherwise were 
taken in for interrogation, and David found 
himself for a time interned at Kempton Park. 
More questions and those whom the powers 
realised were friendly were quickly released 
again. 

David went back to making folding canoes. 
The Admiralty wanted canoes for raids on the 
enemy coast and David was asked to make 
them. Their Lordships did not know anything 
about canoes and wanted a seam the full 
length of the keel; but after a struggle he 
managed to convince them this was not 
necessary. They did not know much about 
costs either because one day, after he sub­ 
mitted a bill, they phoned and asked if he 
meant £5000 instead of the £50.00 invoiced. 
Being a very honest man, he said that the 
£50.00 was correct. He later told us that at the 
time he wanted to bite his tongue off! Of such 
are honest men made. 

But there were moments when one could 
say that he wasn't very good with money 
either. One Easter Meet on the Great Ouse 
when there was a frost and lots of lovely white 
snow about, he capsized, his money came 
loose and he swam around gathering up lots 
of lovely white £5 notes. At the end of the day 
he apparently decided he had had enough. He 
went home. In August 1950, at the age of 60, 
he proved that he was still very active, by 
crossing from Dover to Wissant in just under 
six hours, in the company of Henry Ron, both 
of them in single seaters. 

His family, his canoeing and canoe building 
were his life; but eventually there comes a 
time when one wants to slow down. He sold 
Tyne Canoes Ltd to a company who gave the 
impression that they were going to make a 
fortune, but they knew nothing about canoes. 
Sadly, it was not long before Tyne Canoes 
disappeared from the market. 

But the closing of the business did not stop 
David from canoeing. He made many trips to 
Finnish Lapland, Canada and Greenland, to 
name but a few places. However, he was 
beginning to be in poor health. He had rheu­ 
matic fever as a boy, and now he had a dicky 
heart as a result. His doctor told him he should 
stop canoeing. David tried to make the doctor 
understand that pushing a light canoe gently 
along was much less work than carrying 13 
stone along on a walk. The doctor did not 
understand but David continued canoeing 
nevertheless. 

The quality of life, not the quantity, was of 
ultimate importance to him. In fact he took a 
short paddle the day he died: Sunday 9 
March, 1986, aged very nearly 86 years. 
We give heartfelt condolences to his family. 

We know that his soul rests in Peace. 

LEAMINGTON 
AID THE DISABLED 
Royal Leamington Spa Canoe Club has rec­ 
ently completed the first part of a major 
project to provide facilities for disabled canoe­ 
ists. Helped by donations and by practical 
assistance from the local Community Service 
Team they have provided a ramp to give 
easier access to the water. The Club hopes 
that others will follow their example. To give 
practical help they have produced an informa­ 
tion pack, which is available from the Director 
of Coaching at BCU Headquarters. 

CANOES CALLED 
ON LIFEBOATS 
60 TIMES IN 1985 
The Royal National Lifeboat lntitution (RNLI) 
have made an analysis of their figures for 1985 
which show that lifeboats were launched 60 
times to help canoes and saved seven lives. In 
1984 lifeboats were launched 45 times and 
saved 31 lives. The most common cause of 
trouble was adverse conditions (20) followed 
by capsize (18) and vessel overdue (13). Four 
of the services were carried out in winds over 
force seven and nine in darkness. The major­ 
ity of the rescues (44) were carried out by 
inflatable or rigid inflatable lifeboats and 13 
were with the co-operation of search and 
rescue helicopters. 1985 was the busiest ever 
year for lifeboats with 3,813 launches and 
1,623 lives saved - the second greatest 
number of lives saved in peacetime. The cost 
of running the lifeboat service in 1985 was £21 
million, all of which came frotn voluntary 
income. They suggest that canoeists can 

support the RNLI by joining Shoreline, the 
RNLl's membership scheme. The minimum 
subscription is £6.00 and members receive the 
quarterly magazine "The Lifeboat" and are 
entitled to wear attractive insignia, ties and 
sweaters. Young people under 16 can also 
help by joining Storm Force, the junior mem­ 
bership scheme. Individual membership is 
£3.00 and groups of ten or more can join for 
£1 each. Members receive their own exciting 
magazine, Storm Force News, four times a 
year, a membership certificate, badge, 
stickers and a full colour poster. Details of 
Shoreline and Storm Force can be obtained 
from: The Royal National Lifeboat Institution 
at West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset, BH15 
1HZ. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
We regret that despite the efforts of our staff, 
who are working seven days a week, delays 
are still occurring with processing member­ 
ships. It would greatly assist the membership 
secretaries if you would clearly state your 
name, address, membership number and ex­ 
piry date when applying for renewal. 

Please also note that your membership is 
due for renewal immediately after the date of 
expiry. Requests for speedy processing of late 
renewals cannot be accommodated, as this 
would result in applications from members 
applying at the correct time being delayed. 
Late renewal of membership also results in 
loss of all benefits, including insurance, BWB 
licence etc. So please check your renewal 
date and allow the Post Office and BCU 
Headquarters sufficient time to process and 
return your membership card. 

ROYAL ALBERT DOCKS 
RACING COURSE 
A steering committee has been formed to 
prepare for the development of a 2000 metre 
Canoeing and Rowing Course in the Royal 
Albert Dock. The first meeting took place on 
22nd April. The Canoeing Course will be nine 
lanes x 1000 metres. There will be suitable 
land based facilities for major national compe­ 
titions; for training of squads from club to 
international standard; and to house host 
clubs including a youth training project. No 
residential accommodation is proposed but 
there is a good mix of campsites, caravan 
parks and hotels locally. 

SCENIC LENGTH OF 
LLANGOLLEN CANAL 
RE-OPENED 
The upper length of the Llangollen Canal, 
which was closed to navigation following a 
landslip in January 1985, was officially re­ 
opened on the 18th April 1986 after the 
completion of repairs and associated embank­ 
ment stability works. 

The Llangollen Canal, which has two im­ 
pressive aquaducts and provides scenic views 
along the valley of the River Dee, is one of the 
British Waterways Board's more popular rou­ 
tes for canal holidaymakers. The repair has 
been completed on schedule in time for the 
summer. 

Whilst the hillside was being stabilised and 
the canal re-instated the opportunity was 
taken by British Waterways Board to streng­ 
then more than 2000 yards of canal embank­ 
ment between Trevor and Llangollen. This is 
designed to avoid further unscheduled disrup­ 
tion to navigation. 
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MAIL ORDER - a full range of canoe gear 

COURSES Residential and non-residential 
Introductory days • Alpine White Water 

HIRE Available to accredited instructors. 
Contact: Paul Hughes, Cat Crag House, 

Graythwaite, Newby Bridge, Cumbria LA12 SBA 
Tel: Newby Bridge (0448) 31384 

BALA CANOE/KAY AK SLALOM 
AND 

WILD WATER RACING SCHOOL 

Dates 5/6 Apr.; 17/18 May; 19/20 July; 20/21 Sept. 

For Paddlers of all ages and ability 

Courses based on the River Tryweryn 

• Accommodation 
«Showers and changing facilities 
• Modern Coaching techniques end 
equipment 

OTop ~oa~hes f) 
,-~~,--·. ~. . ' ~·~·····~: ·.:a 
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Further details from 
Stan Cooper Watersports 

Unit 9, Bala Industrial Estate, Bala, Gwynedd 
Telephone: (0678) 521059 
or Shrewsbury (0743) 64611 

A Wales Tourist Board Joint Marketing Promotion 

CANOES 
SLALOM • TOURING • GENERAL PURPOSE 

All colours available - Very competitive prices 

(W PHOENIX PLASTICS 
Unit 11-19, Sanderson Centre, Leesland Road, Gosport. 

Tel: Gosport 525448 

r----------------------------, 
1 ROUGH OUTSIDE - SMOOTH INSIDE 1 
I • Superb accommodation • Heated indoor pool • Recreational paddling • White water • Sea touring I 
I • Beginners • Improvers • Advanced • Instructors P.I I 

OSailing OWaterskiing OBoardsailing OClimbing OCruising ac.. ~~~~RN:r~RTS , m·~ CENTRE , 

: Name <dd,m I anai : 
L For colour brochure send to Plas Menai, Caemarfon, Gwynedd 1155 1 UE. Tel: (0248) 670964 LI 
- - - - - ''THERE'S NO PLACE QUITE LIKE PLAS MENA!" - - - - - ~ _ 

Bring a little excitement into your life 
Plas y Brenin G The National Centre for Mountain Activities . 

CLIMBING : CANOEING : SKIING : ORIENTEERING 
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.:..-=~-=...:_; 



THE 1986 ISLE OF THAN ET 
CANOE MARATHON 
On Sunday 20 April 1986, the second Isle of 
Thanet Canoe Marathon took place. This 
event which includes paddling on sea, river, 
and dyke conditions is quite unique in the 
canoe marathon racing circuit. The dange­ 
rous waters of the North Foreland coast and 
the shallow, quick draining estuary of the 
Pegwell Bay area prove quite horrendous for 
the racing kayaks. 

The course which is thirty-six miles in 
length starts at Margate Harbourand follows 
the East Kent towards Reculver where the 
competitors portage from the sea into the 
privately owned River Wansum. This in itself 
is quite unique as the River Wansum is a good 
fresh water fishing ground and there is keen 
competition for the river rights. So far the 
local canoeists have ensured that for, at least 
one day a year, the river can be paddled. From 
this first portage the route follows the small 
and narrow River Wansum for seven miles. 
This stretch offers one difficulty in that there 
is a pedestrian railway crossing which must be 
crossed and obviously trains can cause a 
delay. (Time is allowed for those who are 
stopped). 

A second portage brings the competitors 
onto the River Stour, a tidal river which offers 
no major hazards apart from the continuous 
bends which always seem to encourage 
motor boat owners. The course then follows 
the river past the Cinque Port town of Sand­ 
wich and flows through the sand and mud to 
the Pegwell Bay estuary, an area renowned 
for difficult tides as they are shadowed by the 
difficult Goodwin Sands. In Pegwell Bay a 
convenient line of posts has been laid enab­ 
ling canoes to follow the main stream flow. 
From Pegwell the route follows the Thanet 
Coastline past the towns of Ramsgate and 
Broadstairs, the well known South East surf 
spot at Joss Bay, the treacherous headlands 
of North Foreland and Foreness Point, and 
thence back to Margate. 

Tight rules and regulations are set for the 
race. There are no competitors allowed under 
the age of 16 years, and those under the age 
of 18 years must have their parents written 
consent. Because of the vast open water and 
as many of the boats used are designed for 
racing, good safety measures have been ar­ 
ranged. The race organisers have enlisted the 
support of three of the local yacht clubs, H. M. 
Coastguards, and two lifeboat stations. As 
the waters are demanding for the canoeist 
and it takes the average person seven hours to 
complete the course, the organisers are con­ 
scious that good safety cover has to be 
provided. 

The event is supported by TV South, who 
provide the first prize of a canoe to the value 
of £300. The winners this year were P. Wells 
and M. Wells in a K2 who established a new 
course record of 5 hours 11 minutes and 48 
seconds, knocking off over two hours from 
last years standard. In second place were L. 
Bourne and R. Catch love again in a K2. Three 
other craft finished the course including the 
K1 of Terry Russell last years winner. Seven­ 
teen craft started the race, but force eight 

winds blowing at times around the north 
foreland saw many withdraw. 

The organisers, Thanet Canoe Club, were 
also sponsored by over thirty-four different 
local companies which brought in consider­ 
able revenue for the race. The race organisers 
also believe they have organised an event that 
is a must for the "achiever". They gained 
considerable support from TV South and 
from the various radio stations in the area. 
The local press also covered the event during 
the year in their weekly news. Although 
marketing is now well developed locally, they 
hope that in future years they will attract the 
numbers of canoeists that they feel the race 
deserves. It is interesting to note that several 
French canoe clubs asked for details and it is 
hoped that in the years to come the race will 
attract a large entry from overseas. 

Prizes being presented to the winner by Mr. 
Roger Gale M.P. for Thanet North. 
(Photograph - Guy Baker) 

SLALOM ROUND-UP 
Selection for the 1986 Great Britain teams got 
under way at the Tryweryn on 22 March, 
followed a week later by the Premier Division 
event at Grandtully in Scotland, with the final 
selection at the Tryweryn 'Graveyard' event 
on the 19 April. Places in the Senior Europa 
Cup, Pre-Worlds, Intermediate Teams and 
the Junior Worlds Team were at stake. The 
Tryweryn event was the first major domestic 
event under the new slalom rules and the 
course was technically demanding requiring 
3/4 reverse moves from the majority of 
paddlers. There were no real surprises with 
Richard Fox, Liz Sharman, Martyn Hedges, 
Chris Arrowsmith/Paul Brain all winning 
comfortably. Other results of note were those 
of Jim Jayes and Andy Gladwin, 2nd and 3rd 
in MK1 with 2 clear runs apiece, Karen Davies 
a convincing 2nd in LK1 and David Janes a 
surprise 4th in C1. 

Easter Grandtully was at its most demand­ 
ing slalom level with conditions that were the 
equal of most continental rivers. The heavy 
physical requirements of the course were a 
good complement to the technical problems 
posed at Bala the week before. In Kayak, Fox 
and Sharman were outstanding, both of them 
winning by an 11 seconds margin. In Cana­ 
dian, Hedges and Arrowsmith/ Brain were 
even more emphatic with margins of 17 se­ 
conds and 15 seconds respectively. Other 
notable results came again from Jayes and 
Gladwin in MK1, Gail Allan and Karen Davies 
in LK1 and Mark Delaney and Dave Janes in 
Cl. In the Youth event Gair Outhwaite in 
MK1, lshbel Grant, Heather Corrie in LK1 and 

Mike Wharton in C1 all looked impressive on 
the heavy water. 

The third event on the 'Graveyard' section 
of the Tryweryn made up the final part of the 
selection. This was shorter and faster than the 
other two events on a more continuous 
downstream rapid not dissimilar to many 
continental sites. George Davis, Tryweryn 
manager, has done a superb job in developing 
the access to this site and it must be one of 
the most enjoyable spectator slaloms in the 
country. Results were fairly predictable with 
the same class winners as before. New faces 
to show were Melvyn Jones 3rd in MK1, Alan 
Gillibrand 3rd in Cl, Sue Ward 3rd in LK 1 and 
Clive Richardson/Colin Thompson 3rd in C2. 

The following have been selected to repre­ 
sent GB Slalom Teams in 1986:- 

Europa Cup/Pre Worlds: Mezzana 28-29 
June; Seu 5-6 July; Bourg 10-13 July 
MK1 - Richard Fox, Jim Jayes, Andy 

Gladwin 
LK1 - Liz Sharman, Gail Allan, Karen 

Davies 
Cl - Martyn Hedges, Dave Janes, Mark 

Delaney 
C2 - Chris Arrowsmith/Paul Brain, 

Alan Meikle/Colin Brown 

Pre-Worlds; Bourg St. Maurice 10-13 July 
MK1 - Ian Raspin, Melvyn Jones, Russ 

Smith 
LK1 - Sue Ward, Jane Wilson, lshbel Grant 
C1 - Pete Bell, Bob Doman, Alan 

Gillibrand 
C2 - Andy and Mike Smith, Clive 

Richardson/Colin Thompson; 
Andy Rance/Bill Horsman 

Junior World Championships; Spittal 
16-20 July 
MK1 - George Spittal, Gair Outhwaite, 

Dave Crosbee 
LK1 - Joan Cawthray, lshbel Grant, 

Heather Corrie 
C1 - Ben Geddes, Michael Wharton, 

Gareth Marriott 

Intermediate Team; Mayerhofen 7-8 
June: Marano 14-15 June 
MK1 - Brian Melia, Adrian Welsh, Keith 

Brown, Tony Leaver, Rob Wright, 
Len Shackleton, Richard Luke 

LK1 - Anita Owen, Claire Pallet, Carol 
Jones, Kay Longrigg 

SLALOM NEWS 
The Slalom Committee wishes to remind 
paddlers that sponsorship, cash prizes, train­ 
ing grants, and payments relating to advertis­ 
ing contracts must be registered, and all 
payments administered through the Honorary 
Secretary Mr. D. Morgan. Details of the 
advertising allowed on equipment are also 
available from him. 

1986 Slalom Year Books are available from 
the Slalom Administrator Sue Wharton, £1.40 
inc p & p to members. 

Slalom competitors are also asked to notify 
divisional ranking compilers of any change of 
address. 

(Addresses shown in the 1986 Slalom Year­ 
book). 
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THE IDEAL CANOE STORE 
NEW OR SECONDHAND CONTAINER UNITS 

AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE OR HIRE THROUGHOUT THE U.K. 
FITTED OUT TO YOUR OWN SPECIFICATION, RACKS, HANGING SPACE, SHELVES 

RING WALLMINSTER LTD ON: 012357417/8 OR 0482 225811 

NIOUE 

~LASTIC 

MOULDINGS 

CANOESPORTS 
SPONSORS OF BCU MARATHON RACING 

Manufacturer of:- very successful high/ 
low line PANTHER K, and the 
CANOESPORT range of RACING 
PADDLES We can offer NEW hard wearing 
TIPPED MARATHON + SLALOM 
PADDLES in various tubes 

Hastings (0424) 812516 

CANOEING 
The 

paddle your OWft ftlll..1A Specialists in Placid Water Canoes, 
Kayaks and equipment. 

A full range of Touring. Fast Touring, 
Stable Racing and Racing Craft 
now available at sensible prices. 

Fladbury Canoeing Limited, 
Craycombe Farm, Fladbury, Worcs, 
Telephone Evesham (0386) 860663 
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WILD WATER RACING ROUND-UP 
1985/86 

' 

This season of Wild Water Racing has seen 
only one of last years National Champions 
retain his title and three new Champions 
emerge. 

In the Mens K1 events, held over 7 races, 
Dave Taylor from Newark fought off a very 
strong challenge from Richard Fox and 
regained the title he won two seasons ago. His 
victory over the championship series was 
convincing in that he won every race during 
the year, but it was never certain until both he 
and Richard had crossed the line. 

In the Ladies, Anne Plant regained her title, 
but it was not the convincing overall domina­ 
tion everyone was expecting from her. Gail 
Allan won the first Dee Race, Anne then 
gained victories at the Tees, Usk and Dart 
Races, where the longer courses probably 
suited her better. Liz Sharman then won the 
Tay Race in Anne's absence leaving the title 
to be decided on the last two races of the 
season. Anne clinched the title by winning the 
shorter Tryweryn Race but suffered from the 
effects of her fabulous Devizes to West­ 
minster Race performance and narrowly lost 
the Washburn Race at the end of the season. 

The C1 championship title race remained a 
very close fought event all season. Martin 
Hedges won three races but his entry for the 
Tryweryn was late so it did not count and he 
needed four results to get the title. Dave 
Williams won two events but had a couple of 
poor MS scores at the Dee and Washburn. 
Steve Wells won the Washburn and had fairly 
good results in the other three events that 
were to score for him. Eventually it was 
calculated that Dave Williams had won by 0.4 
MS Points to gain the National-Title. In the C2 
Goldsmith and Evans won the first four rank­ 
ing races to put the seal on their first title in 
that class. 

Ranking Positions 1985/6 
Mens KT 
1. D. Taylor, 2. R. Fox, 3. N. Stamps. 
Ladies KT 
1. A. Plant, 2. L. Sharman, 3. G. Allan. 
CT 
1. D. Williams, 2. S. Wells, 3. R. Pearton. 
C2 
1. Goldsmith/Evans, 2. Stagg/Harvey. 

English Open Championships 
Snow on the Washburn in April, blizzard 
conditions and strong winds blowing ups­ 
tream all contributed to a desperately bitter 
weekend at Blubberhouses where the English 
Open and Regional Championships were 
held. The North West Region won the Re­ 
gional title with strong contention from Lon­ 
don and South East. 

Taylor continued his dominance in the 
Mens K1 Class, but Adrian Trickett and Chris 
Humpage paddled excellently to gain good 
places and surprise a lot of people. Anne Plant 
regained some of her post Devizes­ 
Westminster form and did well to beat Liz 
Sharmar, on this short Wild Water Race. 
Fiona Mitchell started to pull back some of 
last years form to take a creditable 3rd place in 
the Ladies. 

The Individual winners of the Race were as 
follows 

Mens KT 
1. D. Taylor, 2. A. Trickett, 3. C. Humpage. 
Ladies KT 
1. A. Plant, 2. L. Sharman, 3. F. Mitchell. 
CT 

1. D. Williams, 2. S. Wells, 3. R. Pearton. 
C2 
1. Griffiths/Philip. 

Welsh Open White Water Race 
With Europa Cup selections resting on one 
race the tension was in the air at Bala for the 
Welsh Open Race held on 20 April. Starting 
immediately above the Staircase Section on 
the Tryweryn the paddlers were straight into it 
with a crash. No time for nerves or apprehen­ 
sion, six strokes and down the first chute. 

The results were fairly predictable, but with 
many paddlers opting not to contest the 
Europa Cup Races this year, the places in the 
team were open to newcomers if they could 
get a good result, and did they! 

Chris. Humpage astounded everyone, si­ 
lenced those who wrote him off as he had not 
been performing so well earlier in the season. 

He got into third place behind Taylor and 
Fox, thus giving him a Europa Cup spot for 
the first time. 

Results: 
Mens KT 
1. D. Taylor, 2. R. Fox, 3. C. Humpage. 
Ladies KT 
1. A. Plant, 2. C. Berry, 3. G. Berrow. 
CT 
1. S. Wells, 2. M. Hedges, 3. D. Williams. 
C2 
1. Stagg/Harvey. 

Team Selected For Europa Cup, 1986 
Mens KT 
D. Taylor, M. Swallow, C. Humpage, A. 
Trickett, J. Truran, K. Fraser. 
Ladies KT 
F. Mitchell, C. Berry, S. Berrow. 
CT 
S. Wells, M. Hedges, D. Williams, R. Pear­ 
ton. 
C2 
Stagg/Harvey, Goldsmith/Evans, Griffiths/ 
Philip. 

INTERNATIONAL SPRINT 
REGATTA 
Entries have so far been received from the 
USA, Canada, Norway, Hungary, West Ger­ 
many and Ireland. The event takes place at 
Holme Pierrepont on the weekend of 14-15 
June. 

COMPETITION COACHING 
CONFERENCE 
A competition Coaching Conference is being 
organised at Holme Pierrepont in 1987 on the 
weekend of 7-8 February. It is to bring to­ 
gether all the coaches from all the competitive 
disciplines. So, Coaches, book it in your diary 
now. 

LEVEN WILD WATER TESTS 
1985/1986 
This year has been a fairly quiet year for the 
33rd Leven Wild Water Test run by the Lake- 

land Canoe Club. Congratulations to Ian 
Smith of Durham for winning the Gold Dipper 
for the fastest time. He was unbeaten in every 
test he entered. Details of the next series, 
starting in October are available from J. Stil­ 
ling, 11 Carlingdale, Burneside, Kendal LA9 
6PW. 

WILL SPORTSMEN SUFFER? 
With the demise of the Greater London Coun­ 
cil, the London and South Eastern Region 
have lost their principle benefactor of regional 
sports aid grant. Without the GLC very little 
money would have been available for regional 
Sports Aid Foundation. 

The last paddlers to benefit from the GLC's 
generosity are Emma Boulton '(Wild Water 
Racing) Kerry Bugg (Sprint Racing) Guy 
Dresser (Marathon Racing) Oliver Morgan 
(Sprint Racing). It is to be hoped that the 
London Boroughs get their act together and 
enable London and South Eastern Sports Aid 
Foundation to continue its good work. 

MARATHON MARCH DRAW 
The winner of the March draw of the Mara­ 
thon Racing Scheme was Paul Lanighan of 
Fareham Canoe Club with Certificate No. 
11503. This was issued by Reading and 
Leighton Park Canoe Club on their Thameside 
Race, and they will receive a cheque for £100 
for issuing the winning certificate. 

SELECTION FOR INTERNATIONAL 
MARATHON EVENTS 
Competitors are reminded that if they wish to 
be considered for international marathon 
teams in 1986 they must submit their name to 
the Team Manager, Jim Rossiter, prior to the 
selection event. They must also note that 
entry to the Trent Marathon Selection Race 
on 19 July must be made through the Team 
Manager, and that late entry will not be 
permitted. 

Full details of the international programme 
and selection policy are available in the Rac­ 
ing Year Book, available from BCU Supplies, 
price £2.30 inc p & p, for members. 

50TH SELLA DESCENT 
The 50th Sella Descent takes place this year, 
and any paddler wishing to take part in this 
unique marathon race should direct their en­ 
quiries to Alan Laws, Chairman, Marathon 
Racing Committee. 

NATIONAL MARATHON 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
The National Championships will take place at 
Worcester again this year on the usual August 
Bank Holiday weekend. This year it will in­ 
clude some shorter distance races for lower 
division senior paddlers. Details will be avail­ 
able from Tim Phillips, Worcester Canoe 
Club, Grandstand Road, Race Course, Wor­ 
cester. 
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THE DEVIZES-WESTMINSTER 
CANOE RACE 

After the very bad winter, which had seen two 
of the waterside races shortened because the 
Kennet and Avon Canal was frozen, the 
Devizes - Westminster Committee must 
have been concerned that entries for the DW 
would be low this year, and in fact two weeks 
prior to the race, they had received only eight 
entries for the Junior Class. However, they 
need not have worried, for in the end they had 
a record number of entries, with 220 Senior 
Doubles, 66 Junior Doubles, and 75 Singles, 
over 600 competitors in all. 

The race also attracted a large contingent 
of foreign competitors with entries from Aus­ 
tria, Belgium, Finland, Holland, Sweden, 
West Germany and the United States. The 
Organisers were helped in the running of the 
race with sponsorship in the form of practical 
assistance from Lovells, the Civil Engineers, 
British Telecom, and the OKO Bank, Finland. 
The start at Devizes this year must have 

been the most chaotic ever, with the Senior 
Doubles and Singles, plus all the Juniors 
trying to start at the same time. The car park 
area has certainly been smartened up in rec­ 
ent years by the Devizes Council, and it is nice 
to note the great interest now being shown in 
the race by the local community. 

It was obvious from the Waterside Series 
that there would not be very many fast senior 
crews this year, as junior crews had recorded 
all the fastest times, with the exception of 
Kevin Smith in his K 1, who recorded the 
fastest time on the last Waterside at 4 hours 
38 minutes. 

On the start list, however, one crew stood 
out from the rest, that of Andy Freeman and 
Ian White - Andy, having competed in the 
race many times, and having a second place 

to his credit in a very competitive race in 1982. 
Ian White is better known as a Junior paddler, 
having previously won the Junior race three 
times, and held the Junior Record for a time. 

Conditions for the race were good, with a 
very strong following wind, and a good flow 
on the Thames. For the Seniors, the wind 
dropped during the night, but for the Juniors, 
it gave problems on the third day, when from 
Marlow to Windsor it gave a strong head 
wind, and one Junior crew had to be taken to 
hospital suffering from exposure. The big 
problem for the Seniors was a very dark night 
with no moon, and because the clocks had 
not gone forward, it meant that darkness fell 
earlier than is usual on the canal section. 
White/Freeman left Devizes at 14.50 on Fri­ 
day, making five hours to Newbury, they 
cleared County Lock in Reading in 7 hours 40 
minutes. Arriving at Westminster at 07.30 on 
Saturday morning, gave them the creditable 
time of 16 hours 40 minutes to take the Senior 
event. To round off their effort, they had to 
assist another crew on the finish line who had 
capsized. Congratulations to them both for 
finally winning the race they have strived so 
often to win. 

It was also nice to see a crew from north of 
the border doing well; the second placed crew 
were Andrews and Bryce of Glasgow Kayak 
Club in a time of 17 hours 10 minutes. They 
had matched Freeman/White on the canal, 
but had lost ground on the Thames. 

The Canadian Trophy was won by Wardle/ 
Buswell of the Belgrave Playhouse Canoe 
Club in 22 hours 50 minutes, second fastest 
winning time ever for a Canadian canoe. 

Mixed K2 went to Beverly Taylor and M. 
Wibrew in 20 hours 4 minutes. Special men- 

tion must be made of Ted Tandy who won the 
race way back in 1961 in a time of 21 hours - 
then a record time. This year he finished tenth 
overall in a time of 19 hours 34 minutes. He 
won't admit his age now, but with his partner, 
Clive Lewis, their combined age is certainly 
over 100! 

A major departure this year for the Junior 
race was that, due to the demise of the GLC, 
the DW Committee could not use West­ 
minster for the finish of the race on Bank 
Holiday Monday. So the Junior finish had to 
be moved at short notice, 2,000 metres ups: 
tream to the Westminster Boating Base, just 
above Vauxhall Bridge. For next year's race, it 
is doubtful whether they will be able to use 
County Hall at all. 
The Junior race was the most competitive 

event this year, with four crews in contention. 
The fastest crew from the Waterside Series, 
Dresser/Martyn, broke their stearing gear just 
after Wooton River, forcing them to retire. 
This left three crews who closely contested 
the race all the way to the finish. Coulson/ 
Elliot of Reading and Leighton Park; Glass/ 
Boxshall, also of Reading and Leighton Park; 
and Turrell/Murray of Richmond Canoe Club. 
After the first day to Newbury, they were all 
well inside the course record, and given the 
good flow on the Thames, it was only going to 
be who, and by how much. In the end, it ws 
Coulson/Elliot who shattered the record by 
over a half hour in 15 hours 1 minute, from 
Glass/Boxshall second, and Murray/Turrel 
third. 

In the Singles event, the record also went 
- this one to Robin Belcher in the fine time of 
15 hours39 minutes. Special mention must be 
made of Anne Plant, who returned a magnifi­ 
cent performance, not only in setting a new 
ladies record of 16 hours 38 minutes, but in 
coming fourth overall in the race, showing 
nearly all the men the way home! 
The fast flow on the Thames claimed 

several victims. Two boats went over Marlow 
Weir, and another over Temple; luckily, no 
serious injuries resulted. 

Finally, the Sir Louis Gluckstein Trophy for 
the crew showing the most courage and 
fortitude was awarded to the Junior Ladies 
crew from Warren Canoe Club of Victoria 
Cowan and Kate Austin, who, having 
smashed their boat up at Boultors, repaired it 
with a ladder and bucket and managed to 
finish. 

12 



1986 Devizes - Westminster Canoe Race 1986 
Senior Doubles Class 
1st Crew 
R.A. Freeman and I.M White of Hereford Kayak Club (16 hours40 mins 
6 secs) 
2nd Crew 
D. Andrews and K. Bryce of Glasgow Kayak Club (17 hours 10 mins 58 
secs) 
3rd Crew 
D.C. Hallam and R. Bushnell of Leaside C.C. (17 hours 44 mins 47 
secs) 
1st Team 
Royal Engineers C.C. 'A' (56 hours 48 mins 15 secs) 
2nd Team 
Gillingham C.C. (59 hours 7 mins 38 secs) 
3rd Team 
Leaside C.C. (61 hours 33 mins 48 secs) 
Service Crew 
N. Tomlinson and K. Ball of the Royal Engineers C.C. (17 hours 51 
mins 28 secs) 
Reserve Forces Crew 
J. Craddock and G. Eade of R.M.R. London (21 hours 51 mins 30 secs) 
Scout Crew 
C.D. Bernie and K.J. Hudson of Wokingham Scouts (20 hours 3 mins 
37 secs) 
Canadian Crew 
M. Wardle and S. Buswell of Belgrave Playhouse C.C. (22 hours 50 
mins 39 secs) 
Veterans Crew 
C.T. Newton and C.J. Tatam of Leaside C.C. (18 hours 47 mins 45 
secs) 
Mixed Crew 
B. Taylor and M. Wibrew of Gillingham C.C. (20 hours 4 mins 29 secs) 
Ladies Crew 
P.D. Cockerton and H. Jayne of Adventure Dolphin Pangbourne, (28 
hours 59 mins 22 secs) 

Senior Singles Class 
1st Place 
R.J. Belcher of Adlington C.C. (15 hours 31 mins 40 secs) 

2nd Place 
P. Lanighan of Fareham K.C. (16 hours 49 secs) 
3rd Place 
H. Syska (16 hours 27 mins 42 secs) 
1st Lady 
A. Plant (16 hours 29 mins 16 secs) 

Junior Doubles Class 
1st Crew 
D. Coulson and J. Elliott of Reading and Leighton Park C.C. (14 hours 
53 mins 28 secs) 
2nd Crew 
L. Glass and M. Boxshall of Reading and Leighton Park C.C. ( 15 hours 
1 sec) 
3rd Crew 
G.P.G. Turrell and F. Murray of Richmond C.C. (15 hours 5 mins 8 
secs) 
1st Team 
Reading and Leighton Park C.C. (47 hours 11 mins 31 secs) 
2nd Team 
Bryanston School (54 hours 32 mins 12 secs) 
3rd Team 
Warren C.C. (54 hours 38 mins 51 sec) 
Police Crew 
D.T. Miller and G.S. Booth of Metropolitan Police Cadets (18 hours 43 
mins 13 secs) 
Scout Crew 
P.A. Lowe and G.J. Lowe of Leicester Scouts (18 hours 25 mins 13 
secs) 
Ladies Crew 
S. Cocking and K. Chinnery of Metropolitan Police Cadets (20 hours 55 
mins 7 secs) 
Schools Crew 
Leighton Park School (50 hours 19 mins 22 secs) 
Schools U/16 Crew 
P. Barnett and P. Clothier of Reading and Leighton Park C.C. (17 hours 
19 mins 2 secs) 
Canadian Crew 
H.J. Crook and M.R. Barker of Adventure Dolphin Pangbourne (22 
hours 48 mins 59 secs) 

~P\lllER(WP\Y s 
SPORTS & LEISURE 

NOW OPEN! 
The only independent Canoe & Water Sport Centre on 

the South Coast. 
CANOES by VALLEY (Demo Seiki) 
KIRTON, WYE KA YAKS (Demo Magnum KI) 
ACE,THE NEW JAVELIN by JR 
NOMAD - TRY THE BOAT - Richard Fox 
3 times world slalom champion will use 
Equipment by Wild Water Ml Sea Reach 
PADDLES by NEW WAVE 
WET SUITS by SOLA & HANGTEN 

SURF SKIS by RENAGADE Ml 
(First Plastic Ski on the Market) 
RAIDER MASTER 
SWIM WEAR by SPEEDO - others to come 
DIVING to come - WATER SKI 
SURVIVAL AIDS 
TEE-SHIRTS & SWEAT TOPS BY 
SURFSTYLE,SOLA,BODY GLOVE 

...a. I.V~-J ~ ~ ~, 

.~ ~ •• .a .a .IAU 

• Mirage ~ (iicw w,1vc ") 
62 Lagland Street, Poole, Dorset BH15 1QG {0202) 677523 

NOMAD 
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the one stop 
canoe shop! 
A BCU approved centre in the heart of wild 

water country. 

Including: 

• Competition Canoes and Kayaks 

• Wetsuits, Paddles 

• Thermal Clothing 

Touring Accessories 

• GP Canoes and Kayaks 

• Buoyancy Aids 

• Roofracks and Accessories 

• Sea Kayaks and Accessories 

• Rescue and Survival Aids 

• Gloves and Mitts 

• Spray Covers 

• Throwlines 

• Instructor, Expedition, Explorer Jackets etc. 

• Repair Tape, Repair Kits 

• Cleats, Pulleys, Expedition Equipment 

• Harnesses, Helmets 

• Cagoules, Boots 

~ ...••. 
Unit 9, Bala Industrial Estate, Bala, Gwynedd. 

Tel: (0678) 521059 or Shrewsbury (0743) 64611 

WETSUITS 

Direct from our factory. 
Superb value, top quality, 
Wide range, large stocks, 
Quick delivery. 
Double-lined Long Johns 
from£28.95 
Jacket & Trousers £52.95 
Quite unbeatable. 

See For Yourself - write or 
ring for free brochure, 
or call in. 
DOLPHIN WETSUITS 
(Aquaquipment) 
3/4 Ashwell St., St. Albans 
Herts, Tel: 66666 

BAGS 
PADDLES 

& 
BOATS 

to improve your image 
Ring and ensure that your new gear gets 

free delivery to the next northern slalom visited 
by our trailer, or sent direct by mail order 

from 

I tf }8f ~iliiM 
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Trade Dews 
cleats, shackles, resins, paints, ropes, spars, 
boat covers and trailers. 

Mr. Rod Martin, Watersports Centre, 
Braintree Road, Dunmow, Essex (0371 5220). 

OTTERSPORTS PADDLE MITS 

EALTHY EA "<IG 
Cooking balanced, nutritious meals can be 
quite a problem, on extended journeys. 

A product which not only solves all the 
hassles associated with cooking, but provides 
a delicious, convenient and simple meal is the 
Vegeburger and VegeBanger manufactured 
by the Realeat Company. 

Both these meat-free mixes come in easily 
stored packets, which won't be harmed by 
the odd wave or two, and ensures a balanced, 
nutritious dish. 

The 'Burger and Banger' are made from 
selected natural ingredients to unique recipes 
and are available in three flavours: Herb and 
Vegetable, Chilli and No Salt. All you need to 
add is water and an egg to produce an 
expedition dish to remember. 

Vegeburger and VegeBanger retail for 59p 
per packet and are available through health 
shops, branches of Boots and most major 
supermarkets. 

EXPEDITION 
A pioneering British canoe expedition to cross 
the North Sea in June is receiving consider­ 
able support from Cody Electronics, who will 
be supplying the five-man team with all the 
necessary telecommunications equipment to 
make the 100 mile journey from Zeebrugge to 
Felixstowe in safety. 

Electronics hardware will include the new 
Aquastarcom 900, a fully hermetically sealed, 
submersible hand portable radio. 

Cody will be hoping that the five members 
of Tees Kayak Club will break the record of 31 
hours which was set between Ostend and 
Felixstowe in 1976. The journey between 
Zeebrugge and England has never been at­ 
tempted before and is a much tougher task. 

Dave Hellawell, who leads the team, is a 
winner of the classic series (Devies to Wet­ 
minster and the Arctic Canoe Race) in a 
marathon canoe. He is the BCU's Northern 
Region Coaching Organiser and a National 
Coach. Dave is delighted that Cody Electro­ 
nics will be supplying the radio equipment to 
the expedition, which is one of the winners of 
this year's Canadian Club Uncommon Chal­ 
lenge of the year competition. The team 
tested the equipment in training runs off the 
Ayrshire Coast in April. 

D 
For those of you who like to stay dry, warm 
and comfortable while canoeing, then this is a 
must. The Dri-Jak is a totally waterproof 
paddling jacket with welded seams and Dry­ 
Suit seals at the neck and cuff. Initially these 
seals feel strange, but the wearer will soon get 
used to them - the concept of staying dry 
takes longer. 

The Dri-Jak is not sealed around the waist, 
but has a simple drawstring. This is probably 
the safest sollution to the problem of swimm­ 
jng in the cag when a sealed waist may result 
in the cag filling up with water. 

A lot of thought and testing has gone into 
_ this product which is reflected in its price of 

£45.00. However it is worth paying the extra, 
if you can afford it, to know you are going to 
stay dry. 

Wavesports, 5 Tudor Court, Harold Wood, 
Romford, Essex. 

THE BASIC ROAMER 

This useful little gadget costs only £1.30 
members, £1.60 non-members (both inc 
p&p). It is designed for use with the 1 :50,000 
OS map, and incorporates over 20 handy 
features, including 1 /10m, 1 /8m, 1110km, 
5km, and 2 mile scales; 100m, 200m, 300m, 
400m, and 500m radius cut-outs; 12 and 24 
hour clock face; compass points/bearings; 
1 / 4 grid square cut-out; degree angles; 100yd 
scale and one nautical mile. Available from 
BCU Supplies. 

D TE E E 
The BCU Approved safety helmet marketed 
by Wild Water, is now available from BCU 
Supplies in royal blue, orange or red at £14.50 
members, £15 non-members (both inc p&p). 

ELD .!'-IDT' ,E 
The latest catalogue from Field & Trek costs 
£1.50, but provides a comprehensive col­ 
oured guide to the established products in 
outdoor equipment. 

TRYLON'S ONE-STOP CANOE 
p 

Trylon's new refurbished Canoe Shop, offers 
a full range of thermoplastic canoes, including 
Europa, Mirage, Dancer and Jumper from 
Ace, plus buoyancy aids from Wild Water 
including De-Luxe, Shortie, Instructor and 
Cojak. Paddles by Freeblades, Mark Gees, 
Ottersports and Ml plus 2oz competition and 
4oz standard cags from Harishok and Wild 
Water. 

Trylon Ltd, Thrift Street, Wollaton, Nor­ 
thants. (0933 664275). 

NEW ESSEX WATERSPORTS 
CENTRE OPENS 
A new Watersports Centre opened in Great 
Dunmow, Essex on 16 April which caters for 
all watersports including surf and sail board­ 
ing, as well as sailing, rowing and canoeing. 
Stocks include wet suits, paddles, oars, 

Paddle Mits are now being manufactured by 
Ottersports Limited. Looping onto the kayak 
paddle loom, they give the paddler's hands 
complete protection from wind and rain. 

Made from 4oz Neoprene coated nylon 
material, in flame red, royal blue or yellow, 
they retail at £5. 75 per pair (including VAT), a 
small price to pay for personal comfort. 

Ottersports Limited, 61 Bunting Road, Nor­ 
thampton, NN2 6EE (0604 719933). 

A modern replacement for the conventional 
roof rack, the Pacer Quick-Fit, a new product 
from Shorfast Limited can be fitted or 
removed in seconds and stows in less space 
than a pair of gum boots. Although designed 
originally for sailboards it is equally suitable 
for carrying canoes, . surfboards, ladders, 
timber or any other awkward long load. 

The Pacer comprises two self-coloured 
foam pads, which are non-absorbent and 
resistant to sunlight, together with nylon 
coated gutter hooks, rot proof straps and 
quick release cam buckles. It will fit any car 
with conventional gutters, while a simple 
adapter kit is available for those without. 
Retail price of the Pacer Quick-Fit is £26.75 inc 
VAT. Shorfast Limited, Charles Street, 
Chester CH1 3EL. 

SORRY, JOHN 
A review of the Suunto Compass was carried 
in the last Focus. This appraisal should have 
been attributed to John Kuyser. 
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CANOEING THE GAME 
FAR NORTH THE 
NAME 

For 
the Final 
Frontier 

Unit 3A 
Ullswater Road 

Longhill Ind. Estate 
Hartlepool 
TS25 1UE 

Tel. (0429) 235737 

For more details on our 
Pedigree Products. 

ALPHA+ 
1st the natural position for the 
ALPHA, let it take you there, put 
yourself ahead of the rest, leave 
the opposition at the wake. 

FIREFOX 
For the Wild Water racing 
beginner, or the experienced 
paddler demanding W /W touring, 
fast, stable - The FIREFOX. 

VENTURER 
When the GOING 
GETS TOUGH the 

" . • , VENTURER GETS 
~ GOING, from Chris 

Hare, a major 
frontiersman in sea 
kayak exploration. 
The VENTURER - for 
those who want the 
best, for discoveries 
yet to come. 

HARRIER 
The all purpose kayak, giving 
confidence to the novice whilst 
offering the experienced an 
exciting kayak. High 
manoeuvrability in all aspects of 
canoeing, stable in W/W but 
buoyant and easy to roll. 

HYDRA 
Low line medium buoyancy, 
slalom orientated, general 
purpose kayak. 

SEE OUR 
DRAGON BOAT 

IN AID OF 
SPORT AID 

Write or ring Chris Hare (as seen in the McNulty ad) 

ARGOE POLYETHYLENE 
TOURING KA V AK WITH LARGE 
COCKPIT 

£123 INC. V.A.T. 
WHITEWATER INSTRUCTION KA V AK 

COMING SOON 

TWICKENHAM CANOE CENTRE 
18 Beauchamp Road. Twickenham, Middlesex, TWI 3JD Telephone 01-892 8979 
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by Sam Crymble 

Sam Crymble is in charge of canoeing at Glenmore Lodge, the Scottish Sports Council's activities centre in the 
Cairngorms. He took part in the Annapurna expedition, and has paddled in Norway, Sweden and Canada, 
besides touring extensively on Scotland's white water rivers. Sam is interested in all facets of canoe sport. This 
has recently involved him in paddling the open canoe. 

Every canoeist in this country - that is those proper 
canoeists who kneel in their boats and propel them 
with a single-bladed paddle, must have by now 
heard the name of Bill Mason, author of the book 
Path of the Paddle and star of the instructional films 
of the same name. 
The canoe used to demonstrate all the various 

techniques is a 'Prospector 16'. In his book he states 
'When it comes to choosing the perfect canoe its no 
contest, the Prospector 16 wins on all points.' 

Can this be true? Or is it just a load of Canadian 
bull .... ? Can the Prospector 16 really be that much 
better than all the other canoes I've paddled? Well, 
at the end of January this year I had a chance to find 
out, and to visit the factory where they' re built to see 
exactly what goes into them. 
Tim Ward's small workshop is tucked away in the 

wilds of the Chiltern Hills. Here, with the help of two 
staff, like himself active paddlers, he turns out a 
range of general purpose canoes and kayaks. The 
Prospector is undoubtedly the flag-ship of his range. 
Indeed, its presence in the UK is a tribute to Tim's 
immense personal interest and commitment to 
canoeing. Inspired by the Path of the Paddle films, 
and the clean aesthetic lines of the Prospector 16, he 
sought out Trail Head, the company who build the 
Prospector in Canada, and arranged to build the 
boat here. Of course, the Prospector was originally 
designed and manufactured in cedar strip and can­ 
vas. Could an eighty-year-old design, blue-printed 
for traditional materials, survive being built in space­ 
age material? I was soon to find out, 

How is it put together? 
The Prospector is laid up as one piece, in a two-part 
mould. Once the laminate has set, the two halves of 
the mould are separated and the hull popped out. 
This method of moulding gives a very strong unitary 
construction with no seams to join up or subse­ 
quently to split. An overlap of materials down the 
middle gives a double thickness of laminate along 
the keel-line. The basic lay-up consists of one layer 
of 2oz chopped strand mat, followed by a layer of 
16oz woven rovings. Reinforcing to the hull is 
provided in the form of 4" wide. strips of 2mm 

· Coremat laid transversely at intervals along the hull. 
Tim explained to me that Coremat with its high 

flexural strength is much superior to the alternative 
'traditional' types of reinforcement. Because the 
material is so porous, it can be thoroughly im­ 
pregnated with resin and a good bond can be 
achieved between the sandwiching laminates. This 
high strength resin bond eliminates the problem of 
delamination. 
With the hardened hull out of the mould finishing 

can get underway. Even using pre-prepared ma­ 
terials, this stage takes about twice as long as the 
laying up of the hull. 
Tim uses imported American Ash for trimming. 

Apparently this has much better resistance to rot 
and to fungal attack than the more commonly used 
mahogany. The production of the wooden trim is 
farmed out to local craftsmen. Mark "Gees", a name 
well-known in the canoeing world, prepares the 
inwales, outwales and end caps. The seat units are 

· made up by a local cabinet maker and the seat bases 
are woven by a "wee woman" in the village. 
What impressed me most was how carefully all 

these component parts were married together. 
Wood surfaces were pre-varnished before as­ 
sembly, particularly those "inside" surfaces and end 
grains which would be hidden when the whole 
canoe was assembled. This surprised me, as while it 
was just the sort of pains-taking detail that one 
would indulge in for oneself, it wasn't the sort of 
thing I would have expeted a major manufacturer to 
take the time to do. This in fact prompted me to ask 
Tim that if he were building a Prospector for his own 
use, what improvements would he incorporate? 

I think it says a lot that he couldn't think of any 
changes or improvements he would make on his 
current off-the-shelf production model. As he says, 
he builds the boat the way he thinks it should be 
built, and then works out the cost in time and 
materials afterwards. In fact, he reckons that his 
current canoes are better than the original Canadian­ 
built canoe he imported. He uses only stainless steel 
screws, bolts and fittings as opposed to the original 
mixture of mild-steel and brass, and he has rede­ 
signed the wood-trim at the bow and stern to give a 
smoother finish. 

How does it handle on the water? 
After spending two days in the workshop I was 
dying to get onto the water. On a freezing cold 
January day, with the Thames in flood and Marlow 
weir thundering below, I didn't feel inclined to try 
out anything fancy, like Capistrano Flips or even 
support strokes, but the short time I had in the canoe 
was long enough to convince me that Bill Mason is 
right. The Prospector 16 does stand head and 
shoulders above the opposition. 

The boat is exceptionally lively, it accelerates 
quickly, the narrow bow section cutting through the 
water quietly and easily without that annoying slap, 
slap, slap of water on the hull. This narrow section 
flares out to nearly full beam, by the bow seat, which 
should mean that the Prospector will have the ability 
to ride over, rather than plough through, bigger 
waves. The hull has modest tumble-home (approxi­ 
mately 2cms) so the paddle reaches the water easily 
and the gunwale stays kind to the hands. 
The hull has a slightly rounded section, so that 

initially one feels marginally less stable than in a 
flat-bottomed boat. It's only when one adopts the 
recommended close-kneeling position at one side of 
the canoe that the shape of the hull-section comes 
into its own. With that slight lean correcting the 
assymetric action of the paddle, the canoe runs dead 
straiqhtwith hardly any need for corrective strokes. 
As opposed to any other canoe I've paddled, one 
doesn't have to force the Prospector over to attain 
an acceptable lean. 

Similarly, the slightly rockered hull is sensitive to 
wind, current and to correct seating position. Even 
moving slightly forward or backwards produced a 
noticeable effect on the trim, and thus the perfor­ 
mance of the boat. If I had any criticism, it would be 
that for solo paddling I felt that the centre mounted 
thwart should be moved slightly stern-wards. On the 
test I ended up bracing behind the centre thwart so 
that I could trim the boat correctly. Obviously this is 
an opinion shared by Bill Mason - the bulk of the 
photographs in Path of the Paddle show him knee­ 
ling behind the thwart. This is not an insurmountable 
problem however. The thwart can be moved for­ 
wards or backwards by simply drilling the gunwale at 
the appropriate points. Tim can mount the thwart in 
the desired position at the production stage. 
The slight rocker in the hull assists turning. The 

boat spins round on the spot with a couple of sweep 
strokes. On the move, it only required a slight 
modification of a normal stroke to initiate a turn. 
At just under £400, the Prospector 16 represents a 

hefty investment, but no more or less than its 
competitors. My own feelings are that it's the sort of 
canoe that the British Canoe Union need to adopt 
and promote for their new series of tests and awards 
in the open canoe. For too long people have been 
turning up for testing in open canoes, in which it was 
just about impossible to perform the required 
manoeuvres. In the Prospetor 16 we have a canoe 
which has the specification, and the performance 
characteristics, which will allow canoeists to use 
their complete repertoire of strokes and skills. 

Specifications: Length - 16 feet, Depth - 14 inches, Width 
- 35 inches, Recommended capacity - 850 pounds, Col­ 
ours - Grass green or deep red (others available to order). 

Prospector Basic: GAP/Polyester resin hull, one piece GAP 
moulded gunwhale, suspended plywood bench seats. 
Weight - 70-75 pounds. Price - £299.75. 

Prospector 16: GAP/Polyester resin hull, American Ash trim, 
nylon weave seats. Weight - 70-75 pounds, Price - 
£373,75, 

Prospector Classic: Kevlar/Vinylester resin hull, American 
Ash trim, dished portage yoke, woven cane seats, VCP 
hatches. Weight - 50-55 pounds, Price - £683.10. 

The Prospector range, is available from: Chiltern Canoes, 
(Tim Ward Canoes and Kayaks}, Northend, Turville Heath, 
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, Oxon. 1049 163 767) 

17 



SOMETHING 
COMPLETELY DIFFERENT 

The first edition of the Scandinavian 
Water Race will be taking place this 
summer. The event is open to ca­ 
noeists and windsurfers. Four ca­ 
noeing classes: K 1 ladies and gent­ 
lemen, C 2 and non-competitive. 
Two windsurfing classes: one open 
and one non-competitive. 
The course is 130 km long, following 
Strorns Vattudal i northwestern 
Jarntlano, 30th July - 2nd August. 
There will be four stages, one per 
day, varying in length between 20 
and 40 km. Half an hour's break du­ 
ring each stage. 
The race begins in the mountains of 
Norway, winding past reindeer, 
cloudberries, char, elks, chantarel­ 
les and salmon-trout all the way 
down to Strornsono. After every sta­ 
ge there will be guided mushroo­ 
ming, berry-picking and fishing 
tours. 
The Scandinavian Water Race offers 
sensational prizes. There will be 
SEK 55.000 in cash and about SEK 
25.000 in goods to be won. 

This is an ideal race to follow by car. 
There will be any amount of amuse­ 
ments - side shows, markets, live 
entertainment, competitions and 
outings. 
We will also be arranging-a special 
competition on one of these four 
days - Dunderklumpsloppet - for 
children, tourists, fitness enthu­ 
siasts, families and others who may 
not be up to the full 130 km. Activi­ 
ties will include visits ashore, sau­ 
sage-grilling, coffee breaks etc. 
Enrolment fees SEK 195 and 75 in­ 
clude refreshment drinks, meals at 
the end of each stage and a diplo­ 
ma. 

•.. - - - - - - - - - - - -. 
I I would like to know more about: I 
I o The Scandinavian Water Race I 
: o Frostviksfjallen : 
I Complete and return to I 
I Frostviksfja_l_l, Box 73, I 
I S-830 90 GADDEDE I 
l S"!!de.!!, J 
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Placid Water Canoeing 

r 

1 

Placid Water Canoeing is 
canoeing for fun and fitness 
It's Canoeing for all, whatever 
their age and ability 
It's Canoeing, safely, on the 
water, not in it 
It's Canoeing for those who wish 
to potter, for the tourist, for the 
jogger-on-water, for the 
marathon paddler, andthe 
Olympic athlete. 

There is a coaching scheme 
for Placid Water Canoeing, and 
there are well over two thousand 
miles of suitable, available 
waterways. 

In the Jubilee Year of the 
BCU, discover, use and enjoy 
the Placid Waters of Britain. 

From canoeing the canals and slow moving rivers of Britain ... 

IN PLACID WATER CANOEING THERE IS 
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 
Placid Water Canoeing is not new. In fact, the 
oldest established clubs in Great Britain are 
based on journeying, and distance and sprint 
racing on 'placid' water. 
What is new, is the development of a 

system of coaching, and a progression of 
skills, craft, and activities, related to a canoe­ 
ing programme based entirely on placid 
water. 

David Train 
• 
t 

Stephen and Andrew Train - world silver medallists in C2 10,000m 

The person who has developed and promoted 
these ideas is David Train. 

David commenced paddling as a family 
man, originally with the Viking Club at Bed­ 
ford. In 1973 David moved to Fladbury, a 
small village situated on the placid river Avon 
in Worcestershire. There, he established a 
club, which, in five short years, became a 
major force in the marathon and sprint racing 
world, largely because of the interest of pa­ 
rents, as well as the youngsters. It is now a 
club of over 200 members of all levels of 
ability, from parents who started in their 
forties, to top class Olympic squad paddlers. 

In recent years, David himself made an 
impact on the marathon and sprint racing 
scene nationally, as architect of the Open 
Racing Scheme. He has given a great deal of 
thought to the system which is necessary for 
the success of a club based on flat water. This 
has become known as 'the Fladbury philoso­ 
phy'. 
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Fladbury canoeing Ltd Sponsor 
BCU Placid Water Coachin2 Scheme 

The BCU Coaching Scheme is pleased to announce that 
FLAD BURY CANOEING LTD is to sponsor the Placid Water 
Coaching Scheme. 
The proceeds of this sponsorship will directly assist the 

develor---a anti promotion of ..,.,'lcid ···-~c- cano 
THE PLACID WATER 
COACHING SCHEME 
The teaching and award scheme was started 
in 1984 to encourage the development of 
Placid Water Canoeing. Since then, 500 
teachers have been trained and many clubs, 
schools, youth and scout groups are using the 
scheme. 

The Scheme is aimed at bringing canoeing 
to people of all ages and levels of ability. The 
initial teaching is done in stable, open cockpit 
canoes and kayaks where there is little chance 
of capsize, and because of the cockpit size, 
any fear of being trapped is removed. The 
Award Scheme starts by teaching the basic 
kayak and canoe strokes and moves through 
four grades to include the use of open cockpit 
craft on moving and open water. Badges and 
certificates are awarded at the four levels. 

Having taught the skills, there are then 
other achieving Awards. The first set are a 
series of time/distance standards in the Olym­ 
pic class Kayaks and Canoe. The second are a 

series of awards for the completion of the half 
and full marathon distance in canoe or kayak. 

Newly introduced is a series of tests based 
on performance over 500 metres. These 500 
metre tests are used by the BCU Racing 
Committee to establish the necessary stan­ 
dards for participation in national regattas at 
Holme Pierrepont. They are also useful indi­ 
cators of the division in which a newcomer to 
Marathon could usefully start - but they are 
not mandatory in this respect. 

The Placid Water Teacher is provided with 
this array of awards, so that within the coach­ 
ing scheme, he can not only teach the skills 
but can introduce his pupils to the many 
activities that take place on placid water. 

TEACHER AWARD 
This is the basic award for those teaching on 
placid water using open cockpit canoes and 
kayaks. Candidates must attend a two day 
course which covers safety, access, the philo­ 
sophy of placid water canoeing, and canoeing 

activities. It is suitable for teachers, scout and 
youth leaders. Courses are available at a 
number of locations. 

Candidates must be capable of handling 
open cockpit kayaks and canoes to the Grade 
II standard of the Placid Water Skills Tests. 
However, these requirements are covered on 
the courses. Test Certificates do not have to 
be produced. 

SENIOR INSTRUCTOR 
Placid water canoeing lends itself to a club 
based activity, involving journeys from the 
base, touring, trails, club handicap racing, 
achieving marathons, marathon and sprint 
racing. The Senior Instructor Award is for 
those capable of instructing, leading and 
organising a unit based on this approach to 
canoeing. 

Training courses are available at a number 
of locations. Assessment is at Fladbury. Also 
at Fladbury are courses for endorsement of SI 
Inland and Sea to Placid Water SI. 

PLACID WATER RACE 
TRAINER AND COACH 
Aimed at those who are interested in coach­ 
ing for competition. Race Trainer courses are 
available at a number of locations. 

For the latest details of courses contact the 
British Canoe Union. 
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THE KAYAKS AND CANOES 

The 14' open cockpit stable tourer which is the basis of the scheme. 
Featured is the Poly Pippin 

The 17' open cockpit fast tourer. This can be used for journeying as 
well as lower level marathon and sprint racing. 
Featured is the Discovery 

The 17' stable racing kayak. This craft marks the transition to ... 
Featured is the Blenheim 

The 17' full specification Olympic flat water racing single kayak {K1J. 
Featured is the Spartan 

The 14-17' open canoe especially suitable for family touring, and 
expeditioning. A fun and fitness boat for all. 
Featured is the Victoria 

The 19' fast touring canoe. Suitable also for marathons. 
Featured is the Merryweather 

The 21' double stable racing and marathon canoe. This is the 
transition boat to the ... 
Featured is the Kirkes 21 

17' full specification flat water racing single {C1). 

The scheme also incorporates use of touring and racing doubles and kayak and canoe 'fours' - K4 and C4. Activities 
include regular club handicap races, and tours, besides participation in marathon and sprint racing. 

Placid Water Canoeing offers progressive participation in fun and fitness canoeing for all the family. 

*RESOURCES*RESOURCES*RESOURCES*RESOURCES*RESOURCES*RESOURCES 

Licenced for Freedom 
BCU members enjoy the right to paddle all 2,000 miles of 
British Waterways Board rivers and canals without extra 
payment. 

The BCU membership sticker is accepted as a licence 
for all the Board's waterways. 

This gives the placid water paddler access to the major 
navigations, besides myriad quiet canals and back­ 
waters. The opportunities for unhindered paddling in 
beautiful surroundings, as well as exploring city and 
suburbs, are endless. 

Dos and Don'ts 
A free leaflet is available from the BCU office, outlin­ 

ing the simple code of conduct which applies to the use 
of BWB waters. 
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CANOEING 
''The 

for fun, family and fitness 

GET STARTED WITH THE NEW 

POLY-PIPPIN 14 
£99 + VAT 
Designed by David Train. 

A general purpose, placid water, polythene, 
kayak/canoe - for teaching and touring - 14 feet long, 

open cockpit, stable and straight line craft - 
for schools, clubs, centres, scouts and individuals. 

FLADBURY CANOEING Ltd. 
Run by experts in the field of Placid Water Canoeing. 

A full range of Canoes and Kayaks for paddlers of all ages and levels of ability. 
Paddles, bouyancy aids and spraydecks. - Advice on all your canoeing needs. 

CANOES KAYAKS EQUIPMENT 

Write for nearest stockist to: 
Fladbury Canoeing Ltd, Fladbury, Worcestershire, Tel: Evesham 0386 860663 
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KIIP UP WITH THI MIN IN A 
[&AYBDliiRACING KAYAK 

Anne Plant did in the gruelling 125 Mile D-W Race! 
Finishing FIRST in the Ladies and a fantastic FOURTH in 
the Mens, using her Kevlar COUGAR. Well done Anne! 
Nottingham Spring Regatta:- 
WING: FIRST, Second, Fourth 

FIRST and Third 
FIRST, Second, Third - 1 0,000M KIM 
FIRST in all three KIM events. 

500M KIM 
1000M KIM 

MIDAS: 
GA YBO (International Canoes and Kayaks) Limited, 
Bellbrook Industrial Estate, Bell Lane, Uckfield, 
East Sussex, TN22 1OL. Telephone: Uckfield (0825) 5891/2 

THI CHOICI Of THI CHAMPIONS! 
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No 5 May 1986 - Published by The British Canoe Union 

WHO WANTS A SLALOM COURSE? - 
CANOEISTS DONT! 
That canoeists don't want the Slalom Course at 
Holme Pierrepont could be the conclusion that a 
non-canoeist would reach judging by the general 
response, so far, to the Jubilee Appeal. 

Have your ears pricked up? No? Well, let's con­ 
tinue. I know that such is not the case; canoeists do 
want the Slalom Course, but the reverse conclusion 
can be reached if you look at the financial facts in 
this way. 

Cost of the Slalom Course - £2¼ million - yes, 
MILLION - that's £2,250,000 - a lot of noughts. 
Source of funds - the general public through The 
Sports Council and Nottinghamshire County Coun­ 
cil to the tune of £2,150,000 leaving the British 
Canoe Union - that's you and me - to raise 
£100,000, of if you prefer it, 4½% of the total. 
With 15,000 individual members (8,000 of them 

slalomists) and nearly 700 canoe clubs, £100,000 
represents less than £7 per head or around £140 per 
affiliated club. In our Golden Jubilee Year, you 
would have thought that we canoeists could easily 
raise and would want to raise such a sum. After all, it 
represents just 13p per week each. That's the theory 
- just 13p each week for a year, from every member 
of the British Canoe Union (or £2.70 per club per 
week). What's the reality? After three months of the 
Golden Jubilee Year, we, as 'Canoeists', have raised 
just £3,000. 
Those of you who took part in the pledge sheme 

may think you have done your bit. Maybe, but I think 
that our pledges should now be followed up with a 
real financial commitment to the Slalom Course we 
said we would support. 

I can already hear the grumbling from the masses: 
'Canoeing already costs me too much in entry fees'; 
'My BCU membership is too much'; 'Little Jimmy 
can't afford a new paddle'; 'Why should r support 
Slalom, my sport is ... canoeing'. 

Every single excuse you can think of is just that - 
an excuse. Canoeing in all its facets is your sport, 
you are a member of the BCU - pressed man or 
volunteer - it's immaterial. The rest of the sporting 
world, the Sports Council and Nottinghamshire 
County Council see you, me, us as 'the canoeist'. 
'The canoeist' says he wants the Slalom Course at 

Holme Pierrepont, pleads for it for over ten years, 
and then, when asked to pay a little, a very little, 
towards its cost, appears reluctant to do so. The 
problem is that, although this might not be true, to 
the non-canoeist it appears to be very much the 
case. And when 'the canoeist' next asks for help to 
finance a World Championships, an international 
trip, or fight an access case, the answer will be NO. 
The British Canoe Union (that's you and me, 

remember?) now finds itself in an embarrassing 
situation. On the one hand it wants the Slalom 
Course; on the other, its membership (that's you 
and me too) does not want to pay its share? True or 
false? 

Prove the non-canoeist wrong. Put your hand in 
your pocket now, and donate 13p per week to your 
own sport in the next year. Remember, the tax payer 
is paying £145 for each and every member of the 
BCU (or £1,640 per club) to build the Slalom Course. 
As a canoeist you should be more than willing to pay 
your 13p. 
MIKE HASLAM 
JUBILEE APPEAL ORGANISER 

You have read the article, now is the time for you to 
act. If you really do want a Slalom and White Water 

Course at Nottingham, if you really do believe in 
your sport of canoeing and want to support it, send 
a cheque for £7 today to the address below: 

1--:------, 
BRITISH CANOE UNION 
- JUBILEE APPEAL 1986 

Please find enclosed my cheque for £7 made 
payable to the BCU Jubilee Appeal, as my 
personal contribution towards building the 
Slalom and White Water Course at the 
National Water Sports Centre, Nottingham. 

Name: _ 

Address: _ 

Return to: Brrtish Canoe Union, 45/46 H~h Street, 

LAddlestone, Weybridge. Surrey. KT151JV ...I ------ 
200 CLUB - SECOND DRAW 
The winners of the second 200 Club draw were - 

BONUS PRIZE J.L. Oliver, Lincoln £6.00 
STANDARD PRIZE W.J. Black, Tonbridge 

£3.00 

BARCLAYS BANK - SUPPORT THE 
JUBILEE APPEAL 
Barclays Bank PLC have generously donated £200 
towards the Jubilee Appeal, the first of many dona­ 
tions, we hope, that will come from the world of 
commerce. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

UPDATE 

Just to remind you of the Appeal schemes already 
started: 

JAC CLUB 
The direct way of supporting the Appeal. £5 for 
annual membership and you get Free runs on the 
White Water Course. Concessionary Rates on Jubi­ 
lee Appeal Promotions; Other Privileges from time 
to time. 

FOUNDER MEMBERSHIP 
Of the National Canoe Centre. A Life Membership 
Scheme designed to raise money specifically for the 
NCC. Minimum membership fee £1CJO. 

LOAN CERTIFICATE SCHEME 
A way of supporting the Jubilee Appeal - and you 
get your money back. You loan the BCU any amount 
of money you like for a minimum of 2 years. It is 
invested in the Jubilee Canoeing Foundation la 
charitable trust) and the interest accrued goes to the 
Jubilee Appeal. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
Full details of the JAC Club; Founder Membership 
and the Loan Certificate Scheme are available from 
the British Canoe Union Headquarters, 45/47 High 
Street, Addlestone, Surrey, KT15 1JV. Cheques 
should be made payable to the 'BCU Jubilee Ap­ 
peal'. 

Have A Ft utter With The 200 Club 

The idea: 200 people pay £1 per issue of Canoe 
Focus for the six issues from April '86 to February '87 
making of total of £6 each. After each issue there is a 
PRIZE DRAW plus extra BONUS DRAWS for those 
who enter for every draw. 

Win: 
Every Issue: A £10 and a £20 prize* 
Every Other Issue: A £50 Bonus Prize" 
February '87 Issue: A £100 Bonus Prize* 
Promoter: Mike Haslam c/o BCU HQ ....---------------- ....• 

Yes I am interested in taking part in the 200 Club lottery starting with the April '86 issue of 
Canoe Focus. I am a BCU member or a member of a BCU affiliated club 

Name _ 

Address _ 

£1 for one . I enclose £S for all 200 Club Lottery Draw(s) - Cheques payable to Jubilee Appeal Fund. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I ~-----~---------~ "Prize money directly related to the number of people participating but it will always represent 50.8% of 

takings. 
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PUT A BRICK IN THE 
WALL - SEND £1 
The latest Jubilee Appeal scheme to be 
launched is specifically for the National 
Canoeing Centre. The "Put a Brick in the 
Wall" scheme is designed to get your initials 
permanently on show at the National Canoe­ 
ing Centre. The idea is this: 

Your order a brick with your initials on, and 
each brick is placed in a wall within the 
structure of the National Canoeing Centre. 
Bingo! With luck you end up with a whole wall 
of people's initials! (if not, the roof falls in). 
Seriously - interested? Then send a £1 depo­ 
sit now, payable to the Jubilee Appeal, so 
that we will know how many bricks to order. It 

is estimated that each brick will cost around 
£5-£6 but without an exact number, the cost 
cannot be confirmed. Act today, and have 
your initials permanently on show. At the end 
of the scheme, a catalogue listing the full 
names that go with the initials and a "brick 
plan" will be produced for the "brick people". 

GREETINGS FROM 
POLAND 

We have received the following greetings 
from Polski Zwiazek Kajorkowy:- 
Dear Sporting Friends 
The 50th Anniversary Jubilee of the British 
Canoe Union in 1986, gives us the occasion 
for sending to you our cordial congratulations 

.--------------- I TO: BCU JUBILEE APPEAL 

I 
I 
I I NAME: 

I ADDRESS _ 

I 
I Return to: BCU, Flexel House 45/47 High Street, Addlestone, Weybridge, 

Surrey KT15 lJV L-------------- 

"BRICK INTHEWALL" 

Please order for me bricks with the following sets of initials - 

___ (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

(A maximum of three initials per set). I enclose £1 deposit (non-returnable) per set. 

-- 

-, 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

...J 

in the name of the Polish Canoe Federation. 
This comes with deep conviction of our heart­ 
felt wishes. 

You can take pride in the fact that in all 
directions of your activities you have deve­ 
loped canoeing uniformly, beginning with 
touring and extending with slalom and Olym­ 
pic racing. This can give you great satisfac­ 
tion. This makes us somewhat envious as we 
were unable to develop our activities in the 
various disciplines to achieve the good results 
of the BCU. We do not however resign 
ourselves to this situation, as your good 
example is ever a stimulus to our activity. 

Besides your 50th Anniversary, we also 
envy your magnificent Sporting Centre at 
Holme Pierrepont. We wish you well with its 
further extension and look forward to the 
opening of the slalom course. 

We assure you that Polish canoeists regard 
you as good friends who always welcome our 
mutual contacts in every field. According to 
the old Polish custom, we wish you a further 
100 years of prosperous activity. 
Edward Serednicki M.A. 
Vice President 

DISCOVERING THE 
CANALS 

Fladbury Canoeing are helping Mike Haslam 
discover the canals of the British Waterways 
Board by providing him with the "Discovery", 
a fast touring Kl ideally suited for Mike's 2000 
mile paddle to raise money for the Jubilee 
Appeal. Following his last article, full report 
on Mike's further progress around the canals 
will appear in the next Appeal News. 

£7.90p 

Top Quality Sweatshirts 
for leisure or training 

BRITISH MADE from heavy quality cotton with 
thick fleece backing. All seams covered. 
Generously cut to make a really superb jersey 
which is extremely comfortable for all sports 
training and leisure wear. Style: Raglan sleeves 
and crew neck. 
Sizes 34" - 44" Colours: White.Blue 
We suggest you order one size larger than normal 
as the shirt should be loose fitting. 

White crew neck Long Sleeved T SHIRTS. Top 
quality BRITISH MADE garments of superb 
value in 100per cent Cotton. 
Bertie T Shirts £3.60p (White with Blue 
(Short Sleeve) motif) 
Bertie T Shirts £4.90p(White with Blue 
(Long Sleeve) motif or Red with 
Jubilee Sweatshirt £7.90p Black motif) 
(Blue or White) 
Jubilee Slipover £8.60p 
(Navy or White) 
Jubilee Sweater £9.20p 
(Green or Maroon) 

BRITISH MADE from top quality Acrylic, with double V neck. 

'FLUFFY 
BUGS' 
Bertie style 

35p 
Canoe Sticker 
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You can fit any car 
on a Thule roof rack. 

As you can see, Thule roof rack 
systems are somewhat stonger than 
ordinary roof racks. 

They're also a lot more adaptable. 
They fit just about every car on the road. 
Even sneaky ones with no gutters. 

In fact they've been chosen as 
original equipment by General Motors, 
Saab, Volkswagen Audi Group, and Volvo. 

Adaptability doesn't just stop with 
the car, however. 

Thule systems can be adapted to 
carry all kinds of special loads. 

Sailboards, skis, canoes, cycles, 
camping gear. You name it, we have a 
special fitting to carry it. 

Having the world's best roof rack 
system means that some people prefer 
to acquire our racks the cheap way. 

In the middle of the night. 
So our systems have not just one 

special anti-theft device, but several. 



And any load. 

Just in case you think we've become 
carried away with ourselves over exotic 
loads like hang-gliders and windsurfers, 
we hasten to add that Thule Roof racks 
are also very good at carrying rather 
more ordinary loads. 

Like Granny's trunk or the 
occasional sideboard. 

If you have the load, we have the 
roof rack. Find it in all good motor 
accessory shops, or specialist outlets. 

r---------------, I To: Thule, Harry Moss International Ltd, I 
I Heming Road, Washford Industrial Estate, Redditch, I 

Worcester 898 OAE. I want to be proud of my 
. I roof rack. Please send me your colour leaflet. I 
I Name:____________ I 
: Address:__________ : 

I THUii" ==== : 
I ( SYSTEM J THE FIRST ROOF RAC~ I L ~ll_H_A _Di~~E_! ~ ~~ ~EI~N~.J 



WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL DO •.. 
Take a trip to Whitewater. We choose our stock as carefully as you choose your own equipment. 

For example, If you're up the creek without a paddle choose from four specialist designs by Nimbus. 
Nimbus aimed for perfection when they created their range of wood crafted paddles - and perfection 

Is what you can expect. 
And If it's headgear you're looking for, give yourself a headstart with Romer. There's a choice of four 

helmet designs which combine a quality of construction you can rely on, with practical details you'll find 
invaluable. 

WHITEWATER - PRODUCTS FOR THE PERFECTIONIST. 



Dear Fa1:us_. 
BUOYANCY AIDS 
Dear Focus. 
Something that happened to me the other 
day may be of interest to other readers and 
worth thinking about. We were paddling the 
River Tees in March in rather extreme weather 
conditions (we had to abandon the trip later 
as the river was frozen completely for a 
considerable distance) and I was using an 
Explorer buoyancy aid. This buoyancy aid 
incorporates a webbing safety harness used 
with a plastic quick release buckle. Due to the 
low temperatures of the water, the harness 
webbing became completely frozen solid. It 
was clear that it would be extremely difficult, 
if not impossible, to release from the harness 
if need be, as the frozen webbing would not 
pass through the quick release buckle. This 
obviously has important implications in emer­ 
gencies. 
This type of webbing/plastic quick release 

buckle is widely used on tow lines etc, also, 
and the same problem would therefore occur 
in extreme weather conditions. 
Although it is fairly rare to have this sort of 

extreme weather conditions, I feel it is worth 
bearing in mind this situation when using 
quick release buckles and webbing in the 
water. 
Colin Tee, Harrogate. 

TRY TRYWERYN 
SEPTEMBER 7th/8th 1985 
Dear Focus, 
In answer to recent letters to Focus as regards. 
paddlers not being able to use the full stretch 
of the river i.e. International Slalom Course 
and above the Graveyards etc., the charges 
that were complained about did include a 
camp site fee and it was up to each individual 
if they wanted to use the camp site facilities or 
pay elsewhere. 

I sympathise with Phil Davies as to the 
problem of access to a parking point. This 
was due to a misunderstanding between the 
owner of the field and his family and not our 
doing, we hope this has now been eradicated. 

However, I would like to point out that TRY 
TRYWERYN is exactly what it says and we 
would greatly appreciate the experienced 
canoeists to help the less experienced. 
J.B. Gregson, Pershore. Worcs. 

Dear Focus 
Some of your readers with 'kamikaze' pals 
may sympathise with these sentiments; 
Up in Scotland one dark day, 
"Chris the paddles" chanced to say; 
"There's a river that I know, 
It's only just grade Ill or so" 
I said, "O yes?", and like a fool, 
I signed for Chris's swimming school. 
It dawned a dark and dreary morn, 
But to go paddling I had sworn. 
I left a warm and comfy bed, 
I must be funny in the head. 
The rapids then at just grade three, 
Looked more like grade thirteen to me. 
Down soaring drops it foamed and bubbled, 
My eyes beheld and I was troubled. 
As I broke in, my hopes a dimming, 
I know that soon I would be swimming. 
Down hurtling gorges then I passed, 
The next bit happened very fast. 
I missed a breakout, hit a tree, 
Down went paddles. boat and me. 
Down the Eden I did float, 
Minus paddles, clutching boat. 
Banging knees and cracking head, 
I thought that soon I would be dead. 
By some strange fluke I stayed alive, 
The paddles though did not survive, 
I couldn't hold them back you see, 
They're probably in the Irish Sea. 
I've learned my lesson very well, 
Will I go paddling now? Like Hell. 
And nothing quite gives me the shivers, 
Like Chris's so-called easy rivers. 
Paul Hockaday. Llandudno. 

RIVER ITCHEN 
Dear Focus 
We act for the Test and ltchen Fishing Asso­ 
ciation which represents the owners of fishing 

rights along the whole length of the River 
ltchen and the former ltchen navigation 
canal. 

Our attention has been drawn to an article 
in your last issue under the heading 'ltchen to 
Paddle' which alleges there are existing un­ 
disputed rights of navigation over the canal as 
well as implying that these may also arise over 
the river itself. The purpose of this letter is to 
make it clear that no such rights exist over 
either the canal or the river. 
The matter is of immediate importance 

because the article was recently produced as 
justification for trespass by canoeists on the 
property of a member of the Association. We 
are pleased to note that the trespass ceased at 
once as soon as the true position was drawn 
to the attention of those concerned - but to 
their considerable irritation at the unnecess­ 
ary nuisance caused them by the inaccuracy 
of the article. . 
As members of the Canoe Union will appre­ 

ciate, riparian owners and others with fishing 
rights are entitled to protect their legal inte­ 
rests. In the circumstances. and to avoid any 
further misunderstanding, we are instructed 
to make it clear that all appropriate steps will 
be taken to protect these rights including by 
proceedings in the courts if this unfortunate 
necessity should arise. 
Dutton. Gregory & Williams 
Solicitors. Winchester. 

Roger lrwin, RRgional Access Officer. 
BCU Southern Region replies: 
The Sports Council have recently published a 
report by Arthur Telling and Rosemary Smith, 
two distinguished academic lawyers, which 
examined the rights of navigation on English 
waterways. In the report, relating to the River 
ltchen (page 23) they summarise 'On the basis 
we conclude that the right of navigation over 
the original course of the river has existed 
since "time immemorial". 
To sum up: 

(i) There is an undoubted common law 
right of navigation over the tideway to 
Woodmi/1; 

(ii) On the balance of probabilites, there is a 
common law right of navigation from 
Woodmi/1 to Winchester over the ori­ 
ginal course of the river; 

(iii) There is a common law right of naviga­ 
tion from Winchester to near Aireford 
either from time immemorial or by virtue 
of implied dedication; 

(iv) There is a statutory right of navigation 
over the canal. 

r------------------------, 
I ONE FOR THE CLUBS 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Your- Club name on the Slalom 
Course at Holme Pierrepont. 
How? By inscribing your Club 
name onto the concrete rim of the 
course at "paddlers" eye level. 
Send a £5 deposit now to the 
Jubilee Appeal. The total cost 
(approximately £50 per inscrip­ 
tion) will depend on the number 
of Clubs interested and will be 
confirmed at a later date. 

Yes, The club is interested in the 
Club Inscription Scheme. Please put our name on the list. A cheque for £5 (deposit) is 
enclosed. 

Signed: -,-- __ 

Name:: ~ 

Address: _ 

Date: _ 

L , Return to BCU HO 45/47 High Street, Addlestone, Weybridge, Surrey. KT15 lJV ------------------------ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

...I 
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HOLD TIGHT! 
LIMPETS ARE BACK 

Valleys original Neoprene Spraycovers are back 
in production - Sea or Slalom cockpit sizes - 
with or without vest top. Standard £23.00 inc. 
VAT. Vest Top £39.00 inc. VAT. Taped and glued 
seams - unique elastic tube design 

STAYS ON-STAYS DRY 

GET STUCK IN - GET A LIMPET! 

~ n l 1
1 2L2i - y )B #, r- ,-...._.......--- 

CANOE PRODUCTS LTD., PRIVATE RD.4. COL\iVICK, 
TEL: 0602 - 614995 

NOTTINGHAM 

suoyancY .Aids 
All aidS use soft c1osect-cell pVC 

buoyancy fQarn 

cha111pio11 
,he ultimate. \ightvJeight 
cornpetition vest. 
features: 
* Exceptionally soft buoyancy 
foam. shaped for maximum 
comfort and freedom of 
movement _ 

* Ultra light. yet strong rip-stoP 
nylon covering 

* Neat elastic side adjustment 
colours·. Red. Blue or Grey 

with contrast lining 

AIDS ARE Siz6 )(S·S·M L 

Send for our Free list of Stockists 

SHOWROOM: OPENMON-SAT9-5pm 19BRUNSWICKST DARWEN,LANCS BB32AJ TEL0254-75737-71456 



A CANOE GUIDE TO 
ELAND 

Published by CAN/ 
Available from BCV Supplies £2.25 
members £2.95 non-members (both inc. 
p&p) 

A very neatly produced and useful guide to 
the rivers, loughs and coast of Northern 
Ireland has been edited by Stephen Creber on 
behalf of the Canoe Association of Northern 
Ireland, with information supplied by several 
contributors. 

The guide lists all the canoeing waters, and 
provides more detailed notes on the popular 
areas. 

HERE TO LAUNCH 
YOUR BOAT 

Published by Barnacle Marine 
ISBN 09487888 00 3 
Available from BCV Supplies £3.15 
members, £3.95 non-members (both inc 
p &p) 

Although intended for boats requiring a 
trailer, this guide to over 500 landing sites 
around the coast, estuaries, and inland navi­ 
gations, should provide useful information for 
club cruises, and for those individual canoe­ 
ists who like to leave nothing to chance. 

MES 
by Dave Ruse 
Published by A & C Black 
ISBN 0-7136-5612-3 
Available from BCV Supplies £7.25 
members, £8.25 non-members (both inc 
p &p) 
Reviewed by Guy Baker 

Canoe Games provides dozens of ideas for 
activities both for serious training and fun 
canoeing, with an empl)asis on the latter. 

There are over 300 games, offering limitless 
variations suitable for all levels of ability and 
every water situation. 

They are described and illustrated under the 
following headings - The Pool, Flat Water, 
Open Water, The City, The River, Freestyle, 
Competition. At the beginning of each sec­ 
tion, the reader is reminded of the dangers 
that may be involved with each environment, 
and the precautions which, if followed, will 
make a safer session. 

Some of the games are conversions of 
playground activities that many instructors 
will probably be familiar with, but it is invalu­ 
able to have these written down, as it serves 
as a useful reminder to all the games you may 
already know, and the many you don't - or 
cannot recall when you need them. Many are 
specific to the use of canoes, and it is here 
that you will be amazed by the possibilities 
offered by the canoe or kayak for fun, enjoy­ 
ment and adventure. 

The game descriptions are simple and brief, 
and well depicted, with amusing illustrations 
adjacent to the instructions. 

Most instructors who are involved with 
teaching canoeing will use games at some 
stage, so for all of you who want to expand 
your knowledge past raft walking and tag, 
then this book is a must. Thank you Dave, for 
taking the time and trouble to share your 
extraordinary imagination. Canoe Games is 
approved by the BCU. 

by Janet Collins 
Published by Blackie 
ISBN 0-216-91840-5 
Available from BCU Supplies £5.95 
members, £6.45 non members (both inc 
p &p) 

'Barty' is a good-hearted 9-year-old, but with 
unfortunate physical characteristics which 
make him the butt of his peers' jokes, and 
misplaced adult sympathy. 

In a chance meeting at a local slalom, Barty 
meets Dan, who introduces him to-canoeing. 
The potential which canoeing has to help a 
person to establish self-respect, and find him 
or her self accepted by club-mates through 

sharing common adventures, is well exp­ 
loited. In the case of Bartie this is particularly 
moving. 

The canoeing references are well made, 
with a minimum of technical innaccuracy, and 
licence, to fit the story. 
'Barty' earned for Janet Collins the Kath­ 

leen Fidler Award for outstanding new writers 
of fiction for 8-12 year olds. 

Bill Endicott's acclaimed book on slalom 
techniques, To Win The Worlds is now 
available from BCV Supplies. 
£10.25 members, £11.25 non-members 
(both inc p & p) 

Calling all Slalom Photographers 
It is planned to hold an exhibition of slalom 
photographs at Holme Pierrepont on the 
occasion of the Jubilee Weekend 13-14 Sep­ 
tember. This exhibition will be the culmination 
of a competition. All photographers are chal­ 
lenged to submit their work for consideration. 
Details can be obtained from Mr. Tony Tickle, 
40 Tanners Street, RAMSBOTTOM, Nr, 
Bury, Lanes. BLO 9ES. (Daytime telephone 
number 061.205.9425). 

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE 
SOLUTION 
Our adverts are the same, 
Our slalom will be different 
For fuU details enclose S.A.E. 
Chris Berry, llandysul Paddlers, 
GiHachwen-lsaf 
Llandysul 
DYFED, SA44 4HU 

PGL require B.C.U .. S.l.'s and oth.ercanoeistswith 
considerable experience to instruct children or 
families for long or short periods between March 
and October. Minimum age is 18 for the U.K. and 
20 for France. Applicants for France should have 
Canadian experience. All posts are residential. 
Details and application form from:- -=~ Application Department 

L PGL Young Adwnture Ltd 
820 Station Street •= --=-- Ross-on-Wye HR9 7AH 

Jobs 18-30's Tel: (0989) 64211 
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A Heavy-Duty Fully Motorized Camera 
with Underwater Capabilities 

THE IDEAL CAMERA FOR THE 
CANOEIST, THERE'S NO MORE 
WORRY ABOUT GETTING YOUR 
CAMERA WET. SO YOU CAN TAKE 
YOUR PHOTOGRAPHS ON THE SEA 
IN SURF ON RIVERS IN RAPIDS. FOR 
FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE WRITE 
OR PHONE . 
WE ARE THE SOLE SUPPLIER IN THE 
CANOEING TRADE. 

JD Heavy-Duty 
..,&:'Auto Exposure D Strobe -e,... 2-meter ~ Auto El water Protection L__/ Film Advance 

CANOEING AT ITS BEST 
SIERRA, TORQUE, SHORELINE, BLITZ, 

TORNADO 
DESIGNED TO WIN BUILT TO LAST 

WHEN YOU COME TO NORTH SHORE 
YOU WILL FIND THAT QUALITY IS NOT JUST A WORD, 

BUT A WAY OF LIFE. 

~Ol2Tt-i ~1701:2~ =~~ 
deiil!ni ~:~;~:L~~.LL FARM. V 

CLEVELAND. TEL 0642 710350 _., ~ 
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by Paul Airey 
Sea canoeing has in recent years enjoyed a 
large increase in participation due, no doubt, 
to the increasing frustration of inland paddlers 
with the lack of access to our white water 
rivers. It may well disturb some of the sea 
paddling fraternity to learn that if present 
proposals are realised then popular sea canoe­ 
ing areas are likely to be subject to increased 
byelaws and restrictions for all sea based 
sporting activities. 
The 1981 Wildlife and Conservation Act 

provides the framework for the designation of 
Marine Nature Reserves (MNR) and to date 
there are seven MNRs around the coast, 
namely Scilly Isles, Lundy, Skomer, Bardsey, 
Menai Straits, Loch Sween and St. Abbs. 
The Department of the Environment have set 
an eleven stage procedure called 'the formal 
non-statutory consultation stages' before an 
MNR can be designated: stage 10 being 'a 
resolution of problems' and stage 11 being 
presentation to the Secretary of State. The 
proposed reserves are at different stages of 
development. For instance, Bardsey is at 
stage 2, being the 'broad identification of the 
nature and duration of restrictions required to 
achieve the objectives'. In contrast, Skomer 
and the Menai Straights are at stages 6, 7, and 
13, which involve the thorough investigation of 
existing byelaws, possible shipping restric­ 
tions involving IMO (Intergovernmental Mari­ 
time Organisation) and the preparation of a 
full case. 
Why is it deemed necessary to designate 

areas as MN Rs? It may be pertinent to answer 
this from the Nature Conservancy Council 
( NCC) point of view using the Menai Straits as 
an example. The area is significant in its varied 
geology and the unique habitats it provides 
for flora and fauna facilitated by an unusually 
strong tidal flow in a constricted channel. A 
brief examination of points of interest may be 
followed on the map (attached) starting at the 
NE end of the area. 

Red Wharf Bay (or Traeth Coch) provides a 
nursery ground for flat fish, Puffin Island and 
Penmon a rich limestone habitat underwater, 
Traeth Lavan is used by nationally significant 
numbers of waders, for example one percent 
of the British population of redshank, oyster 
catcher, dunlin and curlew overwinter on the 
fine sediments exposed here. The section 
from Menai Bridge is considered unique 
because of the strength of current and the 
shallowness of the water. Since the 1950s a 
close monitoring of the Swellies has shown a 
decrease in the variety of the species. Bait 
digging without backfilling is thought to be 
damaging the populations of a giant rag­ 
worm; peeler or soft shell crab collection for 
bait involves turning stones some of which 
form fish traps or 'goradau' of archaelogical 

significance dating back perhaps to the thir­ 
teenth or fourteenth centuries. The least dis­ 
turbed by the fishermen and most noticeable 
examples of these goradau to canoeists will 
be on either side of the island with the White 
House, Ynys Gorad Goch, near the Britannia 
Bridge. The Foryd Estuary south of Caernar­ 
fon is silting due to Townsend's Cordqrass or 
Spartina, an accidental hybrid orginally colo­ 
nising Poole Harbour. Most of Abermenai and 
Ynys Llanddwyn are already a terrestrial Na­ 
tional Nature Reserve and support from time 
to time breeding populations of terns, shags 
and seals. 
The major concern seems to be the decline 

in water quality mainly for the following rea­ 
sons: - 
(i) It is already acknowledged that the Irish 
Sea is the most radio-active sea in the world. 
(ii) Merseyside waste is dumped in Morecam­ 
be Bay resulting, for example, in high turbid­ 
ity and a recent increase in mercury levels. 
(iii) Local water authorities not only discharge 
sewage into the Straits but improve water 
courses that drain off local upland areas, 
'improved' by the use of chemical fertilisers, a 
high proportion of which runs off into the 
drainage system. 
(iv) Certain anti-fouling on boats and yachts 
contains TBT and can affect marine life (al­ 
though this problem is envisaged solved at 
national level with legislation to cover paint 
manufacture). 

Combine these with the ponding effect of 
the Menai Straits in that one tide will not 
'flush' the Straits, and the problems of pollu­ 
tion can be appreciated. 

However, a number of questions are now 
pertinent. Namely, will the MNR, if 
designated, have the slightest fighting power 
against the major considered pollutants of the 
area? Will it have teeth to bite British Nuclear 
Fuels, the Welsh Water Authority (or its 
private successor), Merseyside Metropolitan 
Authority (or its successor), the EEC and 

Welsh Farming Policies? Rather unlikely, I 
feel, but it would have sufficient clout via the 
invoking of existing dormant byelaws or the 
creation of new byelaws to directly affect the 
small boat user, yachtsman, canoeist and 
fisherman. An examination of the Consultat­ 
ive Document (Third Draft) of the proposed 
MNR together with an educated guess or two 
can point to areas likely to gain protective 
byelaws which may affect the canoeist. 
"It will be necessary to set aside specific 

parts of the foreshore as sanctuary zones so 
as to provide undisturbed habitats for rag­ 
worm and other vertebrates". Given that the 
Swellies represents one of these areas and 
landing or embarking involves disturbance of 
the foreshore, draw your own conclusion. 

Some concern has already been expressed 
by canoeists' disturbance of seals on Puffin 
Island and of shags at Llanddwyn. 
"Disturbance to nesting cormorants and 

shags sometimes occurs when canoes and 
other small boats approach too close to the 
islets off Ynys Llanddwyn where these birds 
breed. To minimise disturbance to nesting 
seabirds off Ynys Llanddwyn a voluntary ban 
prohibiting canoes from approaching closer 
than 50 metres during the nesting season 

_ /January to May) is required. The co- 
operation of the BCU and of other small boat 
users is being sought. If this fails, it may be 
necessary to obtain a bye/aw to achieve the 
same end." 
The NCC seem determined to see the 

designation of MN Rs in a relatively short time 
despite the established existence of at least 
six SSSls in the Straits, for example. This 
may mean that if their present attempts are 
frustrated the Secretary of State may sanc­ 
tion less problematic (or democratic) stages 
for MNR designation. 
As canoeists we must be seen as a body to 

be environmentally aware and sympathetic to 
the conerns fo the NCC - this we may 
demonstrate by co-operating at Ynys Llandd­ 
wyn, for example. Of paramount importan­ 
tance, however, is the need for us to be well 
represented at each and every one of the 
consultation stages of all proposed reserves. 
We cannot leave our interests to be repre­ 
sented by other bodies such as the Royal 
Yachting Association given that our needs in 
particular areas may not always be realised by 
others. Let us be aware in case a reassurance, 
such as that provided at last October's Coach­ 
ing Conference at Plas Menai by NCC's Mike 
Gash, that the MNR will have little effect on 
our sport, lulls us into a false sense of secur­ 
ity. 

Once the MN Rs are designated it will be too 
late for complaint, consultation and change 
- get involved now if you live in any of the 
proposed areas. 
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EXPEDITI 
In 1986 more than 15 canoeing expeditions 
are leaving Britain for expeditions outside of 
Europe. Some of the highlights will be the first 
British trip to China; a youth expedition down 
the entire length of the Ganges; a disabled 
group doing a first descent in Iceland; a solo 
circumnavigtion of Japan and a descent of 
the Dudh Kosi using canoes and microlights. 

The British Canoe Union has approved ten 
expeditions this year which will be eligible for 
sponsorship of equipment from the Wild 
Water Centre. Typical of the grants awarded 
to youth expeditions this year is one that will 
help a youth trip to Arctic Norway and a 
Brittany Coastal trip led by a 17 year old. 
Applications for Youth Grants can be made to 
the BCU at any time of the year with no 
preconditions attached. 

The Paul Vander-Molen 

A Charitable Trust is being formed in Paul 
Vander-Molen's memory to assist those cau­ 
ses with which he had a close personal con­ 
nection including: Leukaemia research and 
treatment; helping Disabled People in 'Out­ 
ward Bound' pursuits; and furthering the 
range of exploration techniques. 

A Trust Deed has been deposited with the 
Charity Commissioners, and approval is 
awaited. The Royal Geographical Society has 
agreed to be associated with the new Founda­ 
tion. 

Your generous help is sought in this worthy 
work. If you are able to help, please send 
stamped addressed envelope for a pledge 
form to The Model Farm House, Church End, 
Hendon, London NW4 4JS. 

Sky Mamby Nez Naz Tour to 
arch 1986 

by Guy Baker 

In March this year I joined a group of English 
paddlers, Dave Mamby and Company, for the 
first British Kayak Expedition to Morocco. We 
had some French River Notes to give us 
background information and went with the 
idea that this trip would not pose too many 
serious paddling problems - after all the 
Germans did not rate Morocco. We were to 
be pleasantly surprised. 

A cheap return flight to Tangiers (£95 re­ 
turn) enabled three of us to miss out on the 
drive across Europe, and therefore met up 
with the others at the airport. Nine of us 
crammed into the Sherpa van and with the 
music blaring we were off, introducing the 
locals to the Sex Pistols. 

Two days drive and we were in the Middle 
Atlas Mountains. The nights were cold but on 
one occasion I was pleased to spend what 
turned out to be the coldest night, with a local 
Berber and his family. On returning to join the 
others next morning, I found them covered in 
frost inside their gortex bivi bags. John Gat­ 
field had suffered more than the rest, being 
also wet inside his entrante bivi bag. 

Our first river, the Oum er Bia, dropped us 

in at the deep end. Most of the rivers we had 
come to paddle were dependent upon snow 
melt. This one was spring fed as well and had 
the most volume of the six rivers that we 
attempted. After inspection of the top fall of 
over 100 feet, where the river burst out of the 
cliff, we decided to get on a little lower down. 
Over half the team were wearing a dry suit of 
some description. Three of us had the new 
'Dry-Jak' from Wavesports and were ex­ 
tremely pleased with them. This river was 
great fun, with lots of fast flowing grade Ill-IV 
water. Some parts the French had portaged, 
but we, British, decided to run. 
'It's OK on the left' was the well quoted 

instruction from John Gatfield. This resulted 
in most of the team ending up in a large hole 
to be released into some vicious trees result­ 
ing in two swimming. The bemused faces of 
the local berbers were indicative of what must 
have been going through their minds. 'Why 
do these people come down our river, throw 
themselves under the trees, sit in their boats 
upsidedown, and frantically thrash about with 
their paddles before swimming to the side?' 
At times I agreed with them, especially when 
Dave Mam by became well and truly broached 
with his chest pinned to a rock in the middle of 
the river. From my position downstream I was 
able to watch Dave with the water pluming 
over his head and to see his face go through 
various contortions and colours as he tried to 
free himself. I remained where I was ready to 
pick up the pieces as the others dashed back 
up the bank. Dave eventually freed himself 
and stood up on the rock, looking very shaken 
and pale. We all had a good laugh, as is usual 
after a close shave. 

The next day we did some more of the same 
river and spent an hour or so looking for the 
van which Allen the driver had skilfully hidden 
from us and himself. After Allen's initial 'Yes, 
well, we'll see you down the river', our ren­ 
dezvous arrangements became a little more 
formalised. The roads were good and we 
were lucky that where they were unsurfaced 
they had dried out from the rains which 
otherwise would have made them impass­ 
able. This didn't stop one villager from runn­ 
ing up to tell us that we couldn't go on any 
further. He then offered us tea. We had by 
then developed a taste for mint tea? NEZ NAZ 
- there was very little beer in this strict 
muslim country and our duty free had long 
since disappeared, mostly in John's direction. 
We consulted the King of Nez Naz, Dave 
Higgson, and stopped. 

This man told us we would need mules to 
go on. Something he could arrange - 
surprise! surprise! We had to wait for the 
following day but spent an interesting evening 
in his house rolling balls of Kuskoos, not a 
game, but preparing our own local food. His 
daughters, danced for us as we clapped our 
various football supporters rhythms. 

The mules arrived complete with J-bars and 
we set off for the river. Our guide was careful 
to steer us away from the road which was no 
worse than the one we had arrived on. The 
'rip' was in but we had enjoyed it so called it a 
'con'. 

This next river, the Tessaout, was to be the 
first that we planned to stay on overnight. 

Moving further South to Marrakesh - not 
without incident - we entered the High 
Atlas. Getting cocky now about the French 
grading and our ability to paddle the portages, 
we decided to attempt the Memphis and the 
Memphis Gorge. The notes said 'under no 
circumtances enter the gorge'. We had spent 
half a day trying to do a reconnaissance of the 
gorge from the sides. Having been suffering 
from a stomach complaint - I was unable to 
go on the reconnaissance so was a prime 
target to be wound up about what to expect. 
We set off down the river at 3.30pm. Every 
blind corner hid 'the big drop'. We thought 
we were paddling what had frightened the 
French until we came to the 'horror show'. A 
fifteen foot drop led to a boulder strewn 
channel with vertical sides, that then nar­ 
rowed to less than 20 foot before the river 
went round the corner where we could see no 
more. So this was why the guide said 'do not 
enter the gorge'. 
We started the climb out at 5pm. By 8pm in 

the dark, and more than 600 feet above the 
river, we decided to leave our canoes and 
return the next day. We made it back to the 
van around 10.30pm, having travelled over 
what was described by Dave Higgson as 'not 
good crutching country' - an understate­ 
ment. What a way to spend your birthday I 
thought to myself but the others had bought 
me a cake courtesy of Donald Beam - how 
sweet! 

Returning the following day we found it 
was too far for us to attempt to carry the 
boats back to the road, so we lowered the 
boats to the river well below the 'Horror 
Show'. This enabled us to look back up the 
river at the second half. We could have done 
it. We paddled the remainder of the river, 
returned to the van, packed up and left. 20 
miles away, Mike Hewlett said 'We could 
have run that rapid'. Everyone looked at each 
other with the thought of the portage still 
fresh in our minds. There was not complete 
agreement, but we turned the bus round and 
back we went. The following day we ran the 
whole of the Memphis Gorge - an extremely 
exciting piece of water. It offered no oppor­ 
tunity for protecting many of the drops, shu­ 
tes or rocks nor for returning upstream to help 
a paddler in trouble. Grade V water at its most 
committing. 

Our final river after a two day drive through 
the middle of the Atlas Mountain was the 
Oued et Abid. This was the most attractive 
river I have ever paddled with fantastic rock 
formations, gorges, high cliffs, trees and even 
monkeys, which threw stones at Dave. 
The French had taken four days, but with 

the benefit of their notes we spent one night 
on the river and again knocked off all the 
portages. 

Just when we thought it ws all over and on 
the way back to Tangiers, we encountered 
some huge surf, and spent two days trying to 
get a sun tan. 

Anyone interested in going to Morocco, 
bearing in mind that our transport covered 
over 7,000 miles, should contact Guy Baker at 
the BCU Headquarters. 
This gave us a chance to use our super new 
'no expense spared' dry bags, imported from 
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the United States by Mamby Enterprises. We 
later discovered that he did not buy one - 
they cost £20 each. 

The French had taken three nights to com­ 
plete this river which they graded Ill, IV and V. 
We planned to do it in one. Ross Perdy was 
not too keen to spend a second night on the 

river as he had decided against taking a 
sleeping bag. So a hard push was made at the 
end of the second day to finish. 

We were half way across the reservoir 
which marked the end when an almighty 
thunder storm started. As we approached the 
dam wall, our pick up point, - some of us 

saw Allen in the van drive off - up to his 
tricks again. As there were no signs of the 
storm abating we gratefully accepted the 
hospitality of the dam keeper. Allen returned 
around midnight worse the wear for partaking 
a local beverage, fermented fig juice, which 
he had located in a nearby garage. 

// 
/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

Now you really can have music wherever you go! 
/ 

The Aquaman is a completely waterproof casing specially designed to 
protect all kinds of personal stereos and their headphones from the 
damaging effects of water and damp or penetrating sand, dust and dirt. 
It's easy to use, comfortable to wear and safe to handle having the ability 
to floa(with contents inside or be fully immersed without risk of damage or 
electric shock. 
Price £7 .60 inc. p&p in UK (Members) / 

/ / 

/ 
/ 

/ 
/ 

~~/ /~-- 
The ,>Yaterproof valuables bag. 
Ideal for keeping money, watch, camera, documents and other valuables 
safe and dry. It can be conveniently worn round the neck or alternatively 
carried by the adjustable cord attached. Aquasac provides complete 
watertight protection to a depth of 5 metres and measures 165mm wide x 
280mm high. 
Price £4. 75 inc. p&p in UK (Members) 

/ 

/ / 

How to Order - Use the BCU Supplies Order Form sent wifh this magazine or send a cheque, postal order or Access card number, stating your address 
and requirement details to:- The British Canoe Union, 45/47 High Street, Addlestone, Weybridge, Surrey KT15 1JV. (0932) 41341 - 24 hrs. 
Prices - Prices include despatch from Addlestone, usually within five working days, and no-quibble guarantee. L ,. / 
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SAFETY FIRST 
Look for the approval emblem 

Buoyancy Aids which have passed the BCU/BCMA BA 83 Standard tests. 

Aqaatec I Palm Splashsport 
Aquatec Canoeist X-plore Challenger Cadet 

Junior Competition Sportique 
Crew-ver 

I 
Sportsman Challenger Plus 

Canoe Adult Champion 
P&H Canoe Junior 
Polo Trailaway 

Spindrift 
Harishok I Pyranha Valley Canoe Prodacts Centres Model Racer 

I 
Competition Chevron Junior Chevron Instructor Gold Label Shortie White Water Chevron Standard Tabard Junior Gold Label Shortie XS 

Chevron Expedition Tabard with pockets Hakka 
Chevron with zip Tabard Junior 

Lifeguard 

I 
Canoe 

Wavesport Watersports Vest - Junior 
Sea Beach Derwent Watersports Vest - Teenager/Adult 
Standard Gold Slalom Gold 
Instructor Gold Marathon Gold Wild Water MI Designs 

I 
Expedition Gold Junior Gold Deluxe Zipped Shortie Expedition Moby Dick Competition Cojak Shortie Instructor Moby Dick Ceka River Sprint Sportswear Original Explorer 
Race Sport Shortie RX 

Nomad I Sports Vest Sport Instructor Junior Shortie Junior 
Pro-Am Competition Vest Standard Sports Slalom X 

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

BANK HOLIDAY 
(AUGUST 23/24/25) 

THE NEW NOVICE/DIV 4 SLALOM 
BEING HELD AT LLANDYSUL WEST 
WALES HAS GOT A LOT TO OFFER 
BOTH SEASONED SLALOMISTS 
AND NEWCOMERS. 
THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS WE 
ARE ABLE TO MAKE THIS A SUPER 
WEEKEND FOR YOUR CLUB BY 
PROVIDING YOU THE PADDLER 
WITH A REFRESHMENT MARQUEE, 
CANOEING VIDEOS SPECIAL 
JUDGES FACILITIES AND MUCH 
MUCH MORE. 

FANTASTIC TROPHIES AND PRIZES 
+ 

MONDAY IS FUNDAY 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
BANK HOLIDAY 

(AUGUST 23/24/25) 
THE NEW NOVICE/DIV 4 SLALOM 
BEING HELD AT LLANDYSUL WEST 
WALES HAS GOT A LOT TO OFFER 
BOTH SEASONED SLALOMISTS 
AND NEWCOMERS. 
THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS WE 
ARE ABLE TO MAKE THIS A SUPER 
WEEKEND FOR YOUR CLUB BY 
PROVIDING YOU THE PADDLER 
WITH A REFRESHMENT MARQUEE, 
CANOEING VIDEOS SPECIAL 
JUDGES FACILITIES AND MUCH 
MUCH MORE. 

FANTASTIC TROPHIES AND PRIZES 
+ 

MONDAY IS FUNDAY 

-~------!--- 
THE SOLUTION IS ON PAGE 31 
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LATE NEWS 
GOLD FOR RACING 
SQUAD IN MECHELEN 
Our Olympic Canoe Racing Squad struck gold 
in Mechelen (Belgium) over the weekend of 
3-4 May 1986 when Jeremy WEST and Gray­ 
son BOURNE won the mens K2 10,000m race 
in impressive style. They out sprinted crews 
from Russia, Poland and Belgium in the final 
150 metres with a controlled burst of speed 
that left the remainder of the 12 boat field for 
dead. 
Another exciting finish in the K1 10,000m 

saw Paul WELLS powering through for a 
silver medal behind Terechowies of Poland, 
with Keven SMITH taking the bronze in this 
29 boat race, which included two paddlers 
each from the Soviet Union, Poland and 
Rumania. Britain's second 10,000m silver 
medal came when the K4 crew of Paul 
WELLS, Laszlo CIZILLANO, Chris BALLARD 
and Duncan BLYTH finished just seventeen 
seconds down on a strong Soviet Union 
crew. Belgium were third. 

In the sprint races pride of place went to 
Jeremy WEST with a magnificent effort in the 
K11000m final, when after a bad start Jeremy 
fought his way back to the front mark only to 
be caught, literally on the finish line, by the 
two Soviet Union paddlers. A bronze medal it 
was, but a defeat it was not. 
The British team finished in fifth place in the 

Olympic style medals table, behind the Ger­ 
man Democratic Republic, Soviet Union, 
Rumania and Poland. In the overall points 
table the mens kayak team were placed 3rd 
and the whole team came 4th amongst the 12 
competing nations. 

WASHBURN SLALOM 
10-11 MAY 
A relatively dry weekend saw a good entry in 
the Premier event held at Washburn. The 
course set on the upper stretch of the river, 
below the dam, had an additional hazzard of 
gusting crosswinds which made the gates 
somewhat erratic at times. In the MK1 Jim 
Jayes led after the first run, but was overta­ 
ken on the second by fast clear runs by Russ 
Smith and Andy Gladwin. In the LK1 first runs 
set the standard with Liz Sharman finishing 
ahead of Jane Wilson and Karen Davies. 
These were not improved upon during the 
second runs. Robert Doman led the way in 
the C1 with David Jones snatching second 
place from Pete Bell having gone clear in the 
first run. The C2 saw Chriss Arrowsmith and 
Paul Brain maintaining their superiority over 
Mike and Andy Smith. 
The team races provided the start to the 

second day, with the MK1 race being clearly 
won by Nomad/Stafford and Stone, Richard 
Fox recovering from a bad cold joining up 
with Melvyn Jones and Andy Gladwin. In the 
LKl, Liz Sharman, Gail Allen and Karen Dav­ 
ies under the banner of the "A Team" finished 
20 seconds ahead of their nearest rivals. Then 
came the sprint races which provided good 
spectator interest. This was helped by an 
excellent commentary by John Gosling, so 
that wheresoever positioned on the bank, 
those watching could be kept informed of 

progress elsewhere and finishing times. The 
MK1 was surprisingly won by Donald 
Johnstone of New Zealand, followed by 
Melvyn Jones and Russ Smith. Liz Sharman 
was the clear winner in the LK1 followed by a 
good result from Sue Ward ahead of Jane 
Wilson. In the C1, David Corke came to the 
fore with Mark Delaney and Pete Bell follow­ 
ing, and Mike and Andy Smith captured the 
C2 prize. 

CALENDAR - ADDITIONS 
AND AMENDMENTS 
MARATHON RACING 
7 Sep Bath-Bradford - Please note change 
of date (from 1 June), S Missen, BOARC, The 
Boat House, Barton Farm, BRADFORD ON 
AVON, Wiltshire. 
28 Sep Hasler Finals at Lincoln Canoe Club, L 
Oliver, Cotswold, High Street, REEPHAM, 
Lincoln, LN3 4DP/ 
20-22 Jun Erne Canoe Rally, R Livingstone, 
Share Centre, Smith's Strand, LISNASKEA, 
Co Fermanagh. 
CANOE POLO 
One Day Course for Players 
15 June Luton 
5 Oct Nottingham 
Two Day Courses for Potential Coaches 
5-6 July Luton 
5-7 Sept Hull 

CANOEING AT THE NATIONAL 
GARDEN FESTIVAL 

The National Garden Festival at Stoke-on­ 
Trent is being billed as the Greatest Day Out in 
Europe in 1986. It opened its doors to the 
public on 1 May and was officially opened by 
the Queen on 8 May. It will run until 26 
October and in the meantime is expected to 
attract over 3.5 million visitors to its 180 acre 
site. 
Among the attractions are 80 theme gar­ 

dens, spectacular sideshows, exhibitions, 
music, dance and drama, and events in and 
around the Festival Marina. 
Together with the British Waterways 

Board, whose Trent and Mersey Canal runs 
alongside and into the specially built marina, 
the BCU have put together a programme of 
canoeing demonstrations and competitions 
to attract the interest of this vast leisure­ 
seeking public. 
"Come and Try It" 
Under the co-ordination of Keith Falconer, 
the LCO for Staffordshire, there will be oppor­ 
tunities for the general public to try out 
canoeing in the stable, placid water kayaks 
and canoes designed by David Train which 
are featured in this FOCUS. 
Canoe Polo 
A Polo weekend has been scheduled for the 
16 and 17 August. The event is being co­ 
ordinated by Phil Bennett, West Midlands 
Region Polo Representative, 94 The 
Straights, DUDLEY, West Midlands, DY3 
3HB. 

B Barfoot, 18 The Cedars, DUNSTABLE, 
Beds, LU6 3JB. 
ELAN VALLEY MINI SLALOM 
- 15 JUNE 
Demonstration canoeing event at Elan Valley 
Estates Open Day. Also other static displays 
and a rare chance to see the Caban Dam's 
turbines in operation. Welsh Water Authority 
are keen to see canoeing well represented at 
this public event. E. MacGregor, 'Balquhid­ 
der', The Reddings, CHELTENHAM, Glos 
GL51 6RY. 
MIKE JONES RALLY 
- 6-7 DECEMBER 
Full details in October CANOE FOCUS. 
JOHN DREW MEMORIAL RALLY 
- 20 JULY 
Open to all ages and abilities. Canoeing at 
Langstone and Portsmouth Harbours, Hay­ 
ling Island or Isle of Wight. Camping facilities 
available. No entry fee - all contributions to 
John Drew Memorial Trust. Mrs1S Lawson, 27 
Broadlands Avenue, Boyatt Wood, EAST­ 
LEIGH, Hants SO5 4PP (0703 618708) 
PLAS Y BRENIN MINI TRIATHLON 
- 20 SEPT 
Five mile fell run to 2,200 feet. 32 mile cycle 
race. Two mile canoe race. C. Trotman, Plas y 
Brenin, CAPEL CURIG, Gwynedd, L 124 OET. 
SPORT AND LEISURE EXHIBITION 
- 25-27 JULY 
To be held at Calshot Activites Centre. D P 
Promotions Ltd, Oueensway House, 
OUEENSWAY, Southampton, SO1 1 BL. 
YOUTH AFLOAT FESTIVAL 
- 28-29 JUNE 
'Come and Try It' Sessions in a variety of 
water-borne activities. R Prytherch, Poole 
and Dorset Adventure Centre, Hercules 
Road, Hamworthy, POOLE, Dorset, PH1 
54JA. 

Canoe Slalom 
It is hoped that a slalom demonstration in 
some shape or form will be mounted during 
the early part of August. This will probably be 
a dual slalom race. Clubs and/or individuals 
can obtain details from BCU Headquarters 
from June onwards. 
Canal Rally 
A fun event for all types of paddlers will take 
the form of a rally along the Trent and Mersey 
Canal with its finish in the Garden Festival 
Marina. Details of how to enter will be avail­ 
able from the West Midlands Region or BCU 
Headquarters. 
Trade Show 
Members of the Canoe Trade have been 
invited to exhibit in the Marina Building to 
enhance the demonstrations on the water. 
Details from BCU Headquarters, again from 
June onwards. 
We hope that those of you who visit Stoke 

during the next six months have a really 
enjoyable time and will find time to support 
your fellow canoeists helping to promote our 
sport. 
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CANOES - KAYAKS -_ll.CCESSORIES 

LIGHTWEIGHT 
COMPETITION CAG 

Sizes: S, M, L. 
Price: £11.99 inc. 

p&p in UK (Members) 

RECREATION CAG 
Sizes: S, M, L. 

Price: £11.99 inc. 
p&p in UK (Members) 

RAIN JACKET 
Sizes: S, M, L. 

Price: £17.50 inc. 
p&p in UK (Members) 

How to Order - Use the BCU Supplies Order Form sent with 
this magazine or send a cheque, postal order or Access card 
number, stating your address and requirement details to:- The 
British Canoe Union, 45/47 High Street, Addlestone, 
Weybridge, Surrey KT15 1JV. (0932) 41341 - 24 hrs. 
Prices - Prices include despatch from Addlestone, usually 
within five working days, and no-quibble guarantee. 
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COMMENT 

HELP US TO 
HELPYOU 
By RON EMES 
Director of the British Canoe Union 

Progress with work on the Holme Pierrepont 
Canoe Slalom Course was last reported in the 
January 1986 issue of Canoe Focus, publ­ 
ished at Christmas. 'The Hole', pictured on 
the 2 November 1985, appeared, even at that 
time, shortly after work had begun on the 23 
September, to be enormous. Now, six 
months and a winter later, it is gigantic. Even 
those who have spent the last ten years or so 
poring over plans, models, drawings, and 
artistic impressions of the Course, have been 
surprised, indeed overawed, at the sheer 
scale of the operation. A 19 acre site, the 
excavation of 100,000 cubic metres of earth, 
and the use of 15,000 cubic metres of con­ 
crete for walls, bases and beaches, is quite a 
spectacular undertaking, and now that the 
course is nearing completion, the vision is 
becoming a reality. Work continues fairly 
much on schedule, although the hardest, 
coldest, wettest, windiest, most miserable 
winter that most of us can recall, has not 
helped. There was a slippage of six weeks in 
January/February, some of which has now 
been recovered, and if the weather smiles in 
May and June, the contract will be finished on 
time, and within budget, by the end of .Julv. A 
month's commissioning period to iron out the 
gremlins in the Course, and the official open­ 
ing during the weekend of the 13/14 Sep­ 
tember of the World's most exciting and 
spectacular artificial slalom course will pro­ 
ceed on schedule. To everyone's amazement 
and delight, Laing's have experienced no 
major problems since the contract began; no 
oil, coal, or archeological remains, have hin­ 
dered progress, and other than the minor 
difficulties that arose as a consequence of 
re-siting the National Canoeing Centre, work 
has proceeded entirely according to plan. 

Drawings for the Centre building have now 
been prepared, and are soon to be submitted 
for detailed planning consent, on the basis of 
modifications agreed with Nottinghamshire 
County Council and the Sports Council, and it 
is anticipated that construction work will 
begin in September or October this year, to be 
completed by May 1987. The building has 
been designed, for financial reasons, in three 
phases, the first to incorporate the Head­ 
quarters administrative facility and Course 
services; the second, changing rooms, Club 

room, and Bar; and the third, a Boat House. 
The cost of phases one and two is estimated 
to be £400,000, and the Union are reasonably 
confident that funds will be available for the 
necessary work to be undertaken, providing 
enough support is forthcoming from the 
membership. About £60,000 will be needed, 
and this is in addition to the £100,000 that has 
been committed to the Sports Council as a 
contribution towards the cost of the Slalom 
Course. Mike Haslam, the Jubilee Appeal 
Fund organiser, has the herculean task of 
raising the funds required, but he is despe­ 
rately anxious to obtain the co-operation of 
each and every member so that he may 
guarantee success. The response of the 
public funding authorities to the ambitious 
proposals presented to them by canoeists, 
has exceeded the aspirations of even the most 
wildly optimistic supporters of a National 
Canoeing Centre. Something like £2,000 per 
member of the Union has been subscribed by 
tax and rate payers - a vast sum of money. 
To date, with some notable-exceptions, the 
same confidence, commitment, and generos­ 
ity, has not been demonstrated_ by a substan­ 
tial majority of the Union's membership. No 
doubt canoeists are little different from other 
sportsmen and women, they merely await the 
appropriate stimulus before springing into 
action and overwhelming Mike with offers of 
support, bright ideas for fund raising, and 
promises to assist with his endeavours. Al­ 
though disappointed, he is confident that 
once he is able to catch the imagination of the 
canoeing community, he will obtain the res­ 
ponse he requires. Surprise him - assist him 
with the task of raising sufficient funds to 
enable the establishment of a unique water 
sports and recreational facility that will be the 
envy of the World's water sports enthusiasts. 
Just a little effort by many is all that is 
required. Help him to help you, and the 
future of your National Canoeing Centre 
is assured. 

0 
THE'BIRMINGHAM 

BID 
Readers of the sporting press will have 
learned that Birmingham's bid for the Olympic 
Games has gained considerable momentum 

since first launched in mid 1985. As a late 
starter in the seven horse race for the 1992 
Games, Birmingham has moved from rank 
outsider to second favourite, narrowly led by 
Barcelona, the home of Juan Samaranch, 
President of the International Olympic Com­ 
mittee. The final vote to decide who will host 
the greatest sporting jamboree in the history 
of the world, will be taken in October, at the 
session of the International Olympic Commit­ 
tee to be held in Lausanne, Switzerland. The 
result will determine the future of British 
Sport in general, and canoeing in particular, 
well into the 21st century. Should the Games 
be awarded to Birmingham, the agreement of 
the Organising Committee to include Slalom 
canoeing in the Olympic programme for the 
first time since 1972, in addition to Racing 
canoeing, will undoubtedly have a dramatic 
effect upon our sport. The provision of equip­ 
ment and facilities at the Holme Pierrepont 
Canoe Slalom Course, which cannot be af­ 
forded within the existing budget, would be 
guaranteed. Media attention, previously a 
rare treat for our international competitors, 
would be assured, and canoeing as one of the 
relatively small and privileged groups of Olym­ 
pic sports, could expect to attract the same 
sort of public interest and attention expe­ 
rienced in the United States, before, during, 
and after the Los Angeles Olympic Games. 
For those who enjoy canoeing spectaculars, 
the next five or six years could well prove 
particularly exciting; 1987 the World Canoe 
Sailing Championships at Lymington; 1988, a 
bid for the World Marathon Championships; 
1989, a bid for the Europa Cup Slalom and 
Wild Water Racing Finals; 1990, a bid for the 
Junior World Slalom and Wild Water Racing 
Championships; 1991, talk of the World Ju­ 
nior Racing Championships; and in 1992, the 
Olympic Slalom and Racing events, should 
the Birmingham bid prove successful. Hope­ 
fully, in 1993, we can take a rest from all this 
activity, and think about what we will be 
doing to celebrate the year 2000. 
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Focus Classified 
Trade advertisements at 15p per word 
(minimum £3.00) must be pre-paid, ads of 
a personal nature will be published free on 
submission of membership number. 

FOR SALE 

A VARIETY of second hand Kayaks including K2 
Racing, Kl Racing, Kl W /W Racing, GP snipes and 
GP Touring Boat. All reasonable condition. All for 
sale at very reasonable prices. First come, first 
served. Contact: The Warden, Harlow Outdoor 
Pursuits Centre on (0279) 32031. 
COMANCHE Canoe and Spray Deck, all 
purpose/Slalom Kayak Brand new - paddled once. 
Glitter Deck & Diolen Hull. £100 o.n.o. Please 
contact Jane Ingram or Paul Upton. Eastbourne 
(0323) 642997. 
'KIRTON Glider K2'. Used in 1986 Devizes/ 
Westminster. Reasonable condition. Handles fitted, 
new over-stern rudder. £85. Tel: Brighton 566158 
evenings. 
BARON Hot Ski 8' 4". Red/Gold glitter finish, good 
condition, as seen in BCU Handbook, only £100: 
Ring Neale Pike on Crediton 3728 after 5.30pm. 
COMANCHE Kl unused. Glitter deck. Good 
condition. Needs some attention. £90 o.n.o. Tel: 
Lichfield 268538. 
SEA Touring Kayaks: Biadaka/Biadaka Explorer - 
no rigging/accessories - £100 each. Contact: R. 
Royce, 18 Belle Vue Park, Sunderland (0783) 228636 
(evenings). 
NORDKAPP H.M. Cape Horn. Kevlar/carbon fibre. 
Fully expedition equipped. Used one trip only. 
Selling at below the price of a fibreglass Nordkapp. 
A bargain at £475. Tel: 0507 86 789. 
NEW 6 canoe trailer £235. Kent. 0732 850145. 
GA YBO Meister Supreme, diolen, good condition 
£75, Palm Reflex 85 (special) Surf-ski, unused £200, 
Paddles: Freeblades 204 RH £25, Mark Gees 
Championship 206 RH £30. Neoprene decks, 
buoyancy bags, helmets etc. For full details phone 
Tim: 048632 384 (Surrey). 
MERIDIAN Sea Kayak in excellent condition, with 
bulkheads, hatches, footpump, skeg, spraydeck, 
very little used. £250 ono. Phone Hastings (0424) 
423071 evenings. 
FJORD SEA KAYAK. Expedition model - hatches, 
chimp deck pump, deck lines, recessed deck , 
fittings, recess for compass, retractable skeg. Used 
once only. £350. Tel Eastbourne (0323) 30787 after 
4pm. 

COURSES 

BIRMINGHAM SCHOOL OF CANOEING - 
beginners to advanced courses (daytime/evening) 
in all aspects of canoeing including rolling clinics, 
river rescue training, surfing weekends, wild-water 
holidays etc. Ring or write (SAE): Greg Parkes, 96 
Barrs Road, Cradley Heath, Warley, West Midlands. 
B64 7HH. Tel: Cradley Heath 67896. 

HOLIDAYS 

CANOE QUEST - Adventure holidays in the 
Scottish Highlands, exploring the beautiful Spey 
Valley. Experienced instruction for beginners & 
intermediates/all equipment/ 
home cooking/small groups/riverside 
accommodation. Brochures - 63a Hamilton Road, 
Brighton, Sussex. Telephone 0273 566158 
(evenings). 
ADVENTURE HOLIDAYS and Canoeing Courses. 
Canoeing, Sailing, Yachting, Windsurfing, 
Waterskiing, Climbing, Caving, Archery, Assault 
Course, Abseiling, Fishing, Riding, and other 
Activities. Holidays for unaccompanied children, 
families and adults during July, Aug, Sept, and 
schools all year round. Canoeing courses from 
beginners to proficiency on sea and inland. The 
Centre is a Converted Manor Farm with comfortable 
accommodation and separate sleeping sections for 
adults and children. Four acres of ground and 
assault course, sports field, climbing wall, lecture 

rooms, gym and Coach House Bar. We provide 
evening talks, films, bar b que and Disco 
entertainment. For brochure write to lain Garland, 
Courtlands Centre, Nr. Kingbridge, S. Devon T07 
4BN. Tel: 0548 550227. 
RIVER RAMBLING on the Creuse (Val de Loire, 
Central France). 1 and 2 week holidays. Unspoilt 
river scenery, superb food, small friendly hotels. 
Grumman Canadian canoes. Training provided as 
required. Free brochure: Headwater Holidays, 
Freepost, Northwich, Cheshire CW8 3Bfl, or phone 
(0606) 782011. 
DERBYSHIRE ACTION HOLIDAYS. 
Canoeing/Multi-activity holidays. Peak National 
park B & B/Camping near Matlock Bath. Action! 
Brochures - Kirby House, Winster, Derbyshire. 
Telephone: 062988.716. 

FOR HIRE 

CANOES, trailers and tuition for hire. Kent. 0732 
850145. 

PUBLICATIONS 

COSMIC KAYAK TOURS - a Cartoon Adventure 
by Foxy £1.50 inc. pp. from A. Fox, 375 Milkwood 
Road, Herne Hill, London SE24. 
WATCH OUT for the Black Hole. 

EXPEDITIONS 

SUMMER holiday, canoeing in the South of France, 
an ideal introduction to white water on the Ardeche, 
Allier and St. Pierre de Boeus, £190 all inclusive. 
Contact: Guy Baker 01-853 2644. 

WANTED 

SECOND hand Cl Slalom at reasonable price, for 
Group beginning in Sport. Will buy, or exchange 
Slalom IC1 or W /W Racing Kl. for appropriate boat. 
Contact: Brooking on Harlow (0279) 32031. 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

CANOEISTS required, Tl and above, to work 
Sundays, some evenings and to accompany activity 
trips. Also, sailors needed, RYA Intermediate and 
above. Contact: Jane Melvin, Beauchamp Lodge 
Youth Club, 2 Warwick Cres. London W2 6NE. 01 
289 3389. 

INSURANCE 

CANOE INSURANCE - send sae for full details to 
Joan Baker, JB Insurance, Field Cottage, High 
Street, Madingley, Cambridge. ALSO SAILBOARD 
INSURANCE. 
CANOE INSURANCE - Special low rates for BCU 
members. Contact Weller & Co, 16c Main Ridge 
West, Boston, Lines, Telephone: 0205 65505. 

ACCOMMODATION 

WEST CORNWALL. Kelynack Caravan & Camping, 
St. Just. Modern caravans, facilities and secure dry 
storage in sheltered valley. Group rates; an ideal 
centre. Tel: Penzance 7876 33. 
SELF CATERING HOSTELS for groups around the 
Peak District. Grin Low (Buxton) Hopton and the 
Wharf Shed (Cromford). Fully equipped. Ideal bases 
for outdoor activities. For leaflet write to the County 
Planning Officer, County Offices, Matlock, 
Derbyshire or telephone Matlock 3411 ext 7121. 
Derbyshire County Council. 
NETHYBRIDGE, SPEY VALLEY. Very comfortable, 
self catering, choice of converted Smithy, Hay Loft 
and Bungalows, sleeping 4-10. Contact Brian 
Patrick, Chapelton, Forres, (0309) 72505. 
CANOEING for all levels on the 
SANNA-INN-PITZTALER ACHE-OETZTALER 
ACHE. Our camp site is right on the bank of the 
Sanna. New proprietor, FUZZ! HUBER, offers 
special rates for British canoers. Glacier ski-ing 
nearby (equipment available). Guided mountain 
tours. For details contact: Fuzzi Huber, 6500 
Landeck, Muehlkanal 1. Tel: Austria 
05442-4454/ 4636. 
ANGLESEY, RHOSCOLYN. Group 
accommodation, up to 20 in 3 dorms. Self or full 

catering. All facilities for year round use. 300yds 
from beach and outstanding coast. Ideal base sea 
tours, surfing, overfalls. Camping available. Phone 
0407 860469. 

WYE VALLEY canoeing weekends, full-board from 
£37 p.p. BCU approved (0732) 850145. 

TRADE 

WHOLESALE PRICES - You cannot beat 
'JACK MATE' for price, quality, outstanding value 
and quick service. Suppliers of Cups, Medals, 
Tankards, Spoons, Plaques etc. High quality 
Engraving Service. Hand Embroidered Gold and 
Silver Wire Badges, Woven Badges (Customer's 
own design). Write now for coloured catalogue to­ 
'Jackmate', 56 Staunton Road, 
Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey KT2 5TL. Tel: 
01-546 5616. 
KENT WATER SPORTS for all canoes and. 
accessories Slalom - GP Boats top brand names for 
all canoe equipment. Club discounts available - 
Mail Order Service, Phone, write or call our 
showrooms at 15 High Street, Strood, Rochester, 
Kent, Telephone 0634 724403. 
CHILTERN CANOES have moved, to offer the most 
complete service under one roof. Comprehensive 
range of canoes, kayaks, equipment, GRP materials, 
mould hire, canoe hire, BCU approved repairer. 
Access/Visa welcome. Northend, Nr Henley, Oxon. 
Phone 049 163 767 for directions and fast mail order 
service. 
ISOKINETIC TRAINING - Fast speed, high 
intensity exercise. Simple and safe way to develop 
specific strength for canoeing. Used by 7 National 
teams. Write/phone for details: Richard Fox, 
lsosport (CF) 154 Lichfield Road, Stone, Staffs 
ST15 SPY. Telephone 0785 817016. 
CANCARVE DESIGNS - Hand made wooden 
models of kayaks, canoes, etc. for display, trophy or 
souvenir. Models can be made to your own 
requirements. 5 Shanklin Place, Beaconhill Green, 
Cramlington, Northumberland. Tel (0670) 713640. 

MAIL ORDER 

SUNRAY 'J' BARS/SUNRAY UPRIGHTS - 
£15.90 Post free from: SUNRAY GP (CF) Low Mill, 
Whittle-le-Woods, Chorley. Tel: 02572 68161. 
HANDS FULL? GRIPPED? GET SPECTACLES that 
can't fall off, Spec-Line, High Street, Stoke Ferry, 
Kings Lynn, (0366) 500466. 

FILMS AND VIDEOS 

CHRISFILM & VIDEO LTD., The Mill, Glasshouses, 
Pateley Bridge, Harrogate, North Yorkshire, HG3 
50H. New titles available - Solo Basic, Doubles 
Basic, Solo Whitewater, Doubles Whitewater, Song 
of the Paddle and A Breath of Whitewater, VHS and 
BETA. Send foolscap s.a.e. for full list of canoeing 
and other outdoor sports videos. Telephone: (0423) 
711310. Telex 57986. 

STOLEN 

PYRANHA "Image '65" Kevlar/Carbon Slalom 
Kayak. Red deck, blue seam & cockpit. 
"FREEBLADES" 204 left. Alloy Shaft Slalom 
paddles. Any info. concerning their whereabouts 
(reward) contact: Gail Allan Tel: Home (0532) 
755584. Work (0532) 786878. 

INTERNATIONAL CANOE EXHIBITION 
COMMITTEE 
Applications are invited for the position of 
MINUTES SECRETARY for the above Committee. 
The successful applicant should reside in the Lon­ 
don or Home Counties area and have secretarial 
skills. Hours of work, are expected to be approxi­ 
mately ten hours every two months. Financial rernu­ 
neration is negligible, but satisfaction in helping with 
the running of a major exhibition will be untold. 

Seriously, the Committe needs a Minutes Secret­ 
ary, whose responsibilities will be preparing agen­ 
das, minutes of the meetings and generally assisting 
the Exhibition Organiser with the paperwork. Is 
there a volunteer in or near the London area who 
could help in this way? If so, could you contact Guy 
Baker at the BCU Headquarters. 
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The Mill, Glasshouses, 
Pateley Bridge, Harrogate, 
North Yorkshire, HG3 SQH 
England. Tel: (0423 )711624 
Telex: 57986 WILWA G 

Wild Water equipment from dealers worldwide. 
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