


One source of supply for everything the paddler needs T 
NEW DESIGNS for 1984 

• SLALOM - Premier Image. 
•SURF- Crusader Surf Ski Range. 2·2, 2·35, 2·5; 
• ACCESSORIES - Canoest Bouyancy Aids ~ 

Approved to BCU/BCMA ~ 
Cags & Spray Decks. Manufactured in Neoprene Proof 
Nylon with TAPPED SEAMS T 

• Plus the Palm range of Products 
built to the highest standards. 

PftLM SU Rf SKI - LIGHTNING I & 11 for the surf ski pe1'f ectionist. 
· EUEREST ·HUNTER· COMftNCHE ·SORCERER· HOOKER· 

G.P Range of Kayaks Built to BSI · Mft 91. 
For centres or individuals 
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OLYMPIC 
PROBABLES 
1. David Upsom. Royal Canoe Club at Ted 
dington. Winner of the 500 metre K1 at the 
first regatta, probably Britain's fastest racer. 
2. Grayson Bourne. Royal Canoe Club is one 
of the older members of the British team. 
After early season training in Spain he has yet 
to reach anything like his top racing form. 
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Stockists are: 
ARROWCRAFT MARINE 
112 Newhall St, Willenhall, West Midlands 
Tel: Tim or Roger 0902 634567 
BALA CANOES 
Birmingham House, Bala, Wales 
Tel: Tony Lee 11678 5211651 
CLWYD WHITEWATER 
Foundry Road, Wrexham, Clwyd 
Tel: Trevor Snook 0978 358444 
JIM HARGREAVES 
Hargreaves Filling Station, Capel Curig, North Wales 
Tel: Jim Hargreaves 116904 210 

ALAN BROWN SPORTS 
46-48 Upper Newtonards Road, Belfast 
Tel: Alan Brown Belfast 672371 
PALM GLASSFIBRE 
Unit 12, Marsh Lane, Easton-in-Gordano, Bristol 
Tel: Andy Knight 027581 4865 
MARSPORTUK 
215 London Road, Reading, Berks. 
Tel: Paul Ralph 0734 665912 

TWICKENHAM CANOE CENTRE 
Beauchamp Road, Twickenham, Middlesex 
Tel: Mark Giddings 01-892 8979 
WAVEFORM 
64 Millgate, Newark, Nottinghamshire 
Tel: Martin Spencer 11636 700362 
WHITEWATER SPORTS 
Shepperton Marina, Felix Lane, Shepperton, Middlesex 
Tel: Alan or Jean Jones 09322 47978 
JOEL ENTERPRISES 
Holt Fleet, Worcester 
Tel: O!Kl5 m414 
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3. Andrew Sherrif. Wey Kayak Club. Seems 
to be having an impact over the short 
distances after taking a back seat to Upsom 
and Bourne in recent years. 
4. Jeremy West. Royal Canoe Club. Junior 
World's Silver Medallist from 1979, with Andy 
Sherrif in the K2 500m the crew looks 
promising. 
5. Chris Canham. Royal Canoe Club. After 
twelve months off from the sport, Chris has 
come back with a vengeance. Bronze 
medallist in a K4 in 1981, Chris's K1 1,0<XJ 
metre performance has improved beyond 
measure. 
6. If Steve Brown, Nottingham can make the 
Games he will match the performances of 
Peter Lawler, Laurence Oliver and Douglas 
Parnham in making three Olympic Games. 
7. (Only if you can get it in). Ken Smith from 
Reading won every 1,0<XJ metre event at the 
first regatta. 
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Make your own Glassfibre Reinforced 
Plastic (GRP) at home -the quick and 

easy way with FASTGLAS 
GRP is strong, permanent, weather proof. 
will bond to most materials and can be 
made to any shape or size. 
FASTGLAS kits and accessories have lOOO's 
of D.I.Y. and hobby uses. and are available 
from motor accessory and D.I.Y. outlets. aavras 
l~IS'I, c.1 .. 1,s 
For free information please send S.A.E. to: 

W. David and Sons Ltd .. Ridgemount House. I Totteridge Lane. Whetstone. London N2O OEY 

SPORTS LTD. 
STOCKISTS FOR: 

®~.!f ~\Y¼11<:l ,f/(g.Ur.1 k:- new Wd.Vc u er- 
DERWENT NOMAD MARK GEES 

=fffe!,UK!EE] Palm t-.% §-i- ;,J -, n ,,m •••• 

py,anha 0 !lENJX1l 
GAYBO ultimate 

Arrowcraft Hc11i1hok AZZALI 
l1Jkt11Ntf ~REEBlADES Marlin 

Wetsuits 

come to WAVESPORTS 
the all year round Canoe Exhibition 
5 Tudor Court. Harold Court Road 

Harold Wood, Romford, Essex 
Tel. : lngrebourne (04023) 73371 

Shop opening times: 
Monday to Saturday 9.30 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. 

Note - late night opening Thursday till 8.00 p.m. 
CLOSED ALL DAY TUESDAY & SUNDAY 

The recommended retail price of these beautifully made, genuine 
Reactolite Rapide sunglasses is £}2.95. 
They are on offer for a mere £6.95 (and this includes a crushproof case!). 

Reactolite Rapides, made by Chance Pilkington, are the fastest ,, 
reacting photochromic lenses in the world. / 

They will take just 30 secs to darken in bright sunlight any ~ 
will clear again as the light fades - ideal for outdoor activities / '-'6~ 

and motoring! ~ ~ / f>c<o~'- ~c- 
Two superb styles and three W"' 'IIIIIIIIIIIIJ 'W' ~ / ~-tl~ ~ \<,,'\Ji~~ 
colours (gilt, nickel or black). ,., "''0' "" ,., """'" ,,,. / c.1. . e,C "'~..;f.,\~c ~ \ 'J 
Also available is a handsome clip-on model //<:,~<; ~~'t;..,/J, .. c i-S."' 0 \O<,, 
sporting a gilt frame. /_,, .•.. o~"~o\."'-c ·t\1\.- () ~ Q· \O~ 
If, for any reason, you are not /~o.~c;~c~c :;\<:> <{<,,~~c- cC..,o.c cf,<>~ 

entirely satisfied simply return /2\\ <:,'-:' ~ o\ ~~q 2/ foe~\\ GI>~ 
he sunglasses and we will refun.s,., ~ ~ .•• ~ ~~"" rt,.\.<,,<o O J-<p\~ c<:>6-;; ...•• ..._ .•• ,. 

your money in full. /,...~, i,,: ~ •••. <:>~ (). ~~ ••.. ~ c- ~c '-o 
Please allow up to 14 days /4 -0~ .•. oc ,o~0 ~i,\.<,,. c;t'\.'- \<,,~~~..,~ 
for delivery. / G'l>~c!- c ~ ~ ~c;,_o,c.,\<:>\<:> 0"' ~e,c ~ 

/.~ o.~ ~~ ~v ~c ~ 
1002RR ~ "": "9~ ••••••• -. I'.. <oc~ 6c.,~ fl>"<,,"' 

0 o<:> ~' ~x- /4~ss 
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EDITORIAL 

1984 A VINTAGE YEAR 
By RON EMES - Director of the British Canoe Union 

BRITISH CANOE UNION 

® 
Development Plan 

. 
1983-1993 

• A Programme For Expansion· 

•.. ~c-u... 
"'~- =~ 
S....,.Kfl$1N 
,_ 
7;.~:F·1~1 - A....i.Wtat.1'18t:ll.t(I- 

A PROGRAMME FOR EXPANSION 

The Editorial published in the last issue of Canoe 
Focus, referred in somewhat pessimistic terms, to 
the possibility that 1984 might conceivably prove to 
be the year when the Union, as a consequence of 
apathy, indifference and lack of corporate interest, 
might restrict the rights of their members to par 
ticipate in the process of democratic government of 
their sport. The analogy of the Orwellian state was 
offered as the ultimate outcome of inertia. Whilst 
this prophetic analysis of what might be remains a 
reality, in all other respects, 1984 is proving to be, for 
the British Canoe Union and canoeing, a year that 
has witnessed the realisation of a whole range of 
new, exciting, and memorable developments. In 
particular the "Programme for Expansion", which 
identifies the most effective means of providing op 
portunities for developing the sport and recreation of 
canoeing, has finally received the approval of the 
Sports Council, after almost three years of discus 
sions and negotiations, and will be implemented 
from the 1st June this year. 
The "Programme", which seeks to define from 

amongst the infinite range of activities for which the 
Union is responsible, those measures necessitating 
particular emphasis if their objectives are to be 
achieved, recommends that the following 
developments be afforded special priority - 
1. The encouragement of greater participation in the 
sport and recreation of canoeing by developing 
regional organisation and the appointment of 
regional development officers. 
2. To continue to achieve a situation where 
canoeists can paddle all waters suitable for canoeing 
without challenge but with reasonable consideration 
for other water users, and with due regard to the law 
and conservation of the environment. 
3. The continued development and improvement of 
the Coaching Scheme, with particular emphasis 
upon the appointment of a professional competition 
coach or coaches, and the improvement of resource 
material, publications and films. 
4. The construction of the Artificial Slalom Course at 
the Holme Pierrepont National Water Sports Centre, 
Nottingham and the transfer of the Union's Head 
quarters to the Centre when sufficient progress with 
the course has been achieved. Improved facilities for 
canoesport, slalom and wild water racing sites, 
regatta courses, swimming pools for canoe polo, 
launching facilities for surf and recreational 
canoeing. 

5. The development of services available to 
members, the canoeing 'public, and commercial 
interests. 
6. Improved liaison between the Sport and Recrea 
tion of Canoeing, Educational Services and Youth 
Organisations. 
Each of these proposals is considered to be of fun 
damental importance to the overall success of the 
"Development Plan", and if the objectives specified 
are achieved, will serve as a catalyst, and will create 
opportunities for universally expanding the range of 
canoeing activity. 
The strategy to be utilised by the Union for 

developing the resources required to implement 
their "Programme for Expansion", relies upon the 
conviction, that only by expanding their services and 
increasing membership income, will sufficient 
finance be available to achieve their objectives. 
Thus, the employment of a Sales and Marketing 
Manager, and the appointment of Regional 
Development Officers in the most heavily populated 
Regions, with the most immediate potential for ex 
pansion, that is London and the South East, and the 
Midlands, are considered to deserve the most urgent 
attention. 

During the next three years the Sports Council has 
agreed to allocate an additional £85,000.00 in grant 
aid, to assist the Union in achieving its objectives, 
which includes their long term aspiration to become 
financially self-sufficient and independent, at least 
that is for the purposes of administration and 
coaching. 

Holme 
Pierrepont 

A NATIONAL CANOEING CENTRE 

To complement the approval of the "Programme for 
Expansion", we have news of even more breathtak 
ing proportions. The Holme Pierrepont Artificial 
Slalom Course project, so long an impossible dream, 
is at last a reality. Following the unprecedented 
generosity of Nottinghamshire County Council, 
who, yet again have acted in the finest traditions of a 
progressive Local Authority, when agreeing at the 
end of the year to contribute half a million pounds to 
the project, the Sports Council have allocated 1.4 
million pounds towards the cost of constructing the 
Artificial Slalom Course. Thus the 17 year old saga, 
which began in a gravel pit alongside the Trent at 
Holme Sluice, has reached the final and conclusive 
stages of development, and soon, certainly by the 
Spring of next year, the contractors will begin to dig 
on site. As has previously been reported, the green 
light for the Artificial Slalom Course, also enables 
the Union to implement its plans for transferring 
their Headquarters to the Holme Pierrepont National 
Water Sports Centre, and so provide the opportuni- 

ty for developing the Centre as the focal point for 
canoeing activities in Britain. 
Already the Council of Management has 

established a Working Party, to direct and co 
ordinate all those proceedings that may arise as a 
consequence of the establishment of the Holme 
Pierrepont National Water Sports Centre as the 
headquarters and centre for British Canoeing activi 
ty, including - 
1. The construction and management of the Ar 
tificial Slalom Course 
2. The construction of the Headquarters building 
3. Those aspects of the Golden Jubilee 1986 Com 
mittee's affairs directly associated with the Holme 
Pierrepont Development Project. 
4. The transfer of the headquarters Secretariat to the 
Holme Pierrepont National Water Sports Centre. 
At their first meeting, the Working Party agreed to 
recommend to the Sports Council, that the new 
Headquarters building should be so located, that ac 
tivities on the Slalom Course, the Regatta Course, 
and the River Trent, could be organised and ad 
ministered therefrom, thus giving practical effect to 
the general philosophy that has for so long been the 
ideal of the Union's planners, which is that the ad 
ministrative resources of the Union should be readily 
available to. those actively engaged in the sport and 
recreation of canoeing. 

Having finally, after so many years of preparation, 
procrastination, and persuasion, achieved real suc 
cess in progressing the Union's long term develop 
ment plans, there is a natural tendancy for those 
who have been involved to draw a deep breath, and 
having congratulated each other on their 
endeavours, retire in exhaustion to comparative 
obscurity. Regrettably this will not be permitted. The 
Union have merely placed their foot on the first rung 
of the ladder, and are now required to implement the 
"Programme for Expansion", build the Artificial 
Slalom Course and the new Headquarters, raise the 
£100,000.00 required from the Union during the next 
two years as their contribution to the project, 
transfer the Secretariat to Holme Pierrepont, agree 
and establish suitable management arrangements 
for the Course, achieve the targets for expansion 
agreed with the Sports Council, that is a 7½% per an 
num increase in membership, a 7½% per annum in 
crease in activities, and a 7½% per annum increase in 
the sale of services. When all of these objectives 
have been achieved, and lots more besides, then 
perhaps it will be possible to contemplate consolida 
tion, evaluation, and maybe even hibernation! In the 
meantime the following quotation from Machiavelli, 
'The Prince', seems particularly appropriate in the 
circumstances - 
"There is nothing more difficult to take in hand!' 

more perilous to conduct, or more uncertain in )!s 
success than to take the lead in the introduction ,.of a 
new order of things, because the innovator has for 
enemies all those who have done well under{he old 
conditions, and luke-warm defenders in those who 
may do well under the new." 
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TABARD JUNIOR 
(BCU/BCMA approved) 

ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

BUILT to your own 
REQUIREMENTS 

CHOICE OF CANOE 
BOUYANCY 
TO HAND 
ADD 
IN STOCK 

DON'T FORGET 

ALL THESE 

now added to our personal buoyancy range. 

Chevron yip, Expedition, Instructor, Tabard 
Instructor, Windsurfer. 
A superb range of kayaks including Nordkapp, 
Anas Acuta, Viscount, Vixen, Viper, Weekender 
Carance, Moccasin. 
TABs, Polystyrene, Polyethylene, P.U. Foam. 

Original T.B. Failsafe Footrests. 
V.C.P. hatches -tested waterproof to nearly 3 bar. 
A wide range of polyethylene kayaks, Dancer, 
Mirage, Freestyle, Rotobat etc. 
Our new C-Trim Rudder cannot be fitted to Slalom 
kayaks. 
Can be rushed to you within 24 hours. 

Just phone, Write or Call. 

Valley Canoe Products Ltd. 
Private Road 4, Colwick, Nottingham 
Tel: 0602-614995 

SCOTTISH CANOE 
ASSOCIATION 

REGATTA'S 1984. 
June 7 Scottish K1 10,000m Championship 

June 17 Rowerdennan Fun Regatta 
Rowardennan Youth Hostel, Loch Lomond. 

June 24 Scottish K 1, K2, K4 500m and 1,000m Cham 
pionships Strathclyde Park, Hamilton. 

July 22 Scottish K2 10,000m Championships. 
Linlithgow Loch, West Lothian. 

August 5 Scottish K4 10,000m Championships. 
Strathclyde Park, Hamilton. 

Further details can be gained from Mrs. A. Davidson, 9 
Lakeside Road, Kirkcaldy 105921 266920. 
Also available from the Scottish Canoe Association is the up 
dated version of the 'Guide to Scottish Rivers'. The document 
is available from The Administrator, SCA, 18 Ainslie Place, 
Edinburgh, EH3 6AU. Price £1. Please send a large SAE. 

Strathkelvin Kayak Club are reviving 'The Three Locks Tour 
ing Marathon', Scotland's answer to the Devizes to 
Westminster Classic Marathon. 

The course is run over Loch Lomond, Loch Long, Gore 
Loch, River Clyde and the River Leven. Paddlers form teams of 
three canoes, carrying all their own equipment for the 
weekend. No outside assistance will be allowed once the race 
is underway early on the Saturday morning. 

The 'Three Locks Marathon' takes place on 30th June and 
1st July 1984. Further details are available from David C. 
McWhirter, 70 Oak Drive, Lanzie, Scotland. 

PADDLES UP T. SHIRTS 
PADDLES UP SWEAT 
SHIRTS 

Printed in red 
and in sizes of 
small, medium, large 

WHITE T. SHIRTS 3.50 
GUNMETAL 
SWEAT SHIRTS 7.75 

Send cheque or postal order to: 
Slalom Schools, 2 Birch Hill Llangollen 

"~ CANOE THE M~ WEST COAST OF 
~SCOTLAND 
One week courses, including training, sea 
proficiency testing and 7-day expedition for 
proficiency levels to coasts and islands of this 
unique sea-touring area. From £93 all-in, 
reductions for students. 

s.a.e. Camoch Outdoor Centre, 
Dept. CF, Glencoe, Argyll, PA39 4HS 
Tel: Ballachulish (08552) 350/374 
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111111 
Or how to travel from Keilder to South Shields the hard way. 

The unsung heroes and heroines of the back up 
made it all possible. 

It would have been wiser to stay in bed. It was 
bitterly cold, blowing half a gale and the rain 
turned first to sleet and then hail. Once upon a 
time taking ten canoes down the Tyne from 
Keilder to the sea appeared a good idea, even 
a middle order character building challenge. 

It was rapidly acquiring the hallmarks of a 
genuine escapade and our only excuse was 
that it had been somebody elses idea. After 
six months of preparation and planning the 
original group had dropped out and we drop 
ped in with only three brief weeks to put our 
act together ... short on resources and long 
on enthusiasm. 

At six o'clock on a Friday morning we need 
ed all that enthusiasm, Keilder may only be six 
miles long but with a strong willed headwind it 
has a spiteful, almost sadistic sea which 
positively enjoys slopping water over 
everything that floats. 

By contrast, below Keilder there is a 
chronic water shortage. For canoeists the 
river hereabouts is described a "imprac 
ticable" ... meaning pick up your canoe and 
walk. Canoeing became one of life's rare lux 
uries. It was a day of mind numbing effort 
broken by pain as we fell further and further 
behind schedule. Any reasonable, unbiased 
observer would have reckoned even the gods 
were against us. He would have been right. 

Just once, for about ten seconds, the sun 
dug a tunnel through the clouds, the wind 
took a breather and there was actually enough 
water to canoe. It was a moment to savour. 
The river had a beauty different from the 
stark, remote grandeur of Keilder. It is ironic 
that it takes a man-made lake in a-man-made 
forest to give the illusion of natural, untamed 
wilderness so old and so unchanging it would 
have been in order for a cohort of Roman 
soldiery to march out of the mist. Now as we 
lost height and water the hand of man was 

Most weirs were fun, especially in the upper reaches. There was always enough water to canoe above them 
and they ended with a grand slide. 

Warden Gorge ... we expected to damage a canoe or two here. We did not despite clouting a few rocks. 
More damage was done higher up dragging canoes over the rocks. 

more obvious and the countryside gentler. 
Saturday brought a steady, never ending, 

untiring downpour carried on that everlasting 
wind but at least there was now enough water 
to canoe for most of the time. It made a plea 
sant change but could it last? 
Just below Chollerford came Warden 

Gorge ... the river's best attempt to remind us 
it could bite as well as nag. Hedged in by cliffs 
it tumbled over gap toothed rocks like a water 
borne pin table, all bouncing bells and tilt 
lights. 

A few miles further on the South Tyne join 
ed in the fun. Unhampered by dams the cons 
tant rain had brought it close to spate chang 
ing the water from a leisurely peat to a fast 
moving mud brown creased with threatening 
eddies and swirls. 

It was a bully's bluff. Paddling became 
(very nearly) optional. We careered along bet 
ween rolling pastures watched by curious 

cows. At one stage our support bus clocked 
us at over 12mph! 

The weir at Riding Mill brought our rush to a 
sudden halt. It was a lethal mass of foam and 
stoppers. Prudence insisted on a short por 
tage before we could resume our headlong 
dash downstream. The memories of Friday 
were forgotten in our exhileration. 

A final weir and a last patch of white water 
brought us to Wylam and the end of a long 
day. We had covered 40 miles and were back 
on schedule. 

It was fitting that Wylam, the birthplace of 
George Stevenson, saw the last of the coun 
tryside· and start of the Daqenham 
graveyards, derilict power stations and empty 
coal staithes ... all reminders of a lost, more 
vibrant age. 

The tide carried us down under the bridges 
into the river that saw the world's first turbine 
ship, that built liners like the Maurentania, 
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•AVONCRAF»----- 
Together with leading names of the canoe world, offer you the most comprehensive 
range of products available. 

f'c 
16 
" l> ;;: 

t~.~i ~ . :,," 
~.... . -¢ 

· PAOD~'-- 

'TAIFUN' for world leadership in performance and 
polyethylene high technology. A must for all who 
require versatility, maximum strength and zero 
maintenance. 
Join the thousands of contented 'TAIFUN' owners 
now. 
AVONCRAFT announce the franchise for all 
'GRUMMAN' Aluminium Canoes throughout the UK. 
The lightest yet most robust range of canoes available, 
with a choice of 7 models. 

**STOP PRESS**THE "INVADER" 
The ultimate Polyethylene allround recreational kayak. 
Suitable for every activity:- Whitewater, Surf, Rivers, 
Lakes. Maximum comfort No Vertical Pillars. Most 
advanced safety features yet. 
UK Importers & Suppliers for KOBER - SCHLEGEL 
- PRIJON Paddles. Large stocks of all lengths. Take 

TA/FUN 
advantage of the Mail Order Service @ £2.50 carriage 
per paddle anywhere in the UK. 
Also on display at our showroom the new 'BANOOK' 
Sea Kayak - 'ELLIMINATOR' Slalom - 'EASKY II' 
Surf Kayak - Sail Boards - Wet Suits - Boleros - 
Paddle Jackets - Buoyancy Jackets etc., - Car 
Ladder Racks - Cradles. 
SHOWROOM AT:-AVONCRAFT, 
Burrowfield Industrial Estate, 
Welwyn Garden City, Hertfordshire, AL7 4SR. 
Send 17p stamp for our new 1984 colour brochure. 
Grumman & Prijon brochure also available. 
SUPPLIERS TO:- H.M. FORCES, EDUCATION AUTHORITIES 
- CANOE CLUBS - EXPORTERS. 

• 
~Q{/lilERJY/4;;¥? 

For quality canoes at reasonable 
prices. 

Condor - Norseman - Ranger - Snipe 
- Comanche - Merlin - Elk 

Sidewinder - Voyager -Mkll etc. 

Paddles: 
Freeblades - Hydro - Lendal etc. 

Buoyancy Aids; 
Leading brand's including the 

Natwell range. 
Agents for Baron Competition boats. 
K1 - K2 - River Racers -Slalom boats 

Surf Skis etc. 
Demos and seconds available 

fantastic reductions. 
Write or Phone:- 

127a University Road, 
Southampton, Honts 

0703 583350. 

BCU Touring Committee 
Introduce 

Touring Logbook 
Members 50p Non-members 75p 

Available from 
Bryan Ward 

46 Cosforth Close 
Birchwood, Lincoln 

or from BCU headquarters 

Padstow 
fidventure 
~Holidays ,-1 

If you want a holiday packed 
with action, a new centre has 
been opened in Cornwall. 
Padstow Adventure Holidays 
has qualified instructors to 
teach sailing, wind-surfing, rock 
climbing and water ski-ing. 
Canoeing, swimming, snorkeling 
and beach barbeques also form 
part of the programme. 

You can have a weeks' course 
or, if the family is already on 
holiday in Cornwall, why not 
send the children to PAH for one 
or two days. They will have a 
super time while you have a 
break on your own. 

Further details from:- 
Mr and Mrs PAH Cullinan 
4 Riverside, Padstow, Cornwall 
Telephone: (0841) 532 383 
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that sent coal everywhere. Over there, at 
Wallsend is the replacement for the Atlantic 
Conveyor. Close by is the Sir Tristan, another 
Falklands veteran, still battered and still un 
bowed. Not far away is the Kharg built for the 
Shah of Iran and still awating collection. 

It is impossible to escape a sense of living 
history. The shipyards may be quieter but the 
river is changing not dying. More and more 
pleasure craft now lie where once freighters 
waited for the tide. 

A final bend past Jarrow brought the smell 
of the sea, South Shields and our destination 
... the yacht club. We had made it ... almost. 
The wind pushing over the last remnants of 
the tide claimed the final word by throwing up 
an awkward, rolling sea just to remind us not 
to count your chickens while paddling your 
own canoe. 

The last 100 yards of slap, rock and roll 
went on forever. The beach was tantalising 
close but toally out of reach. Almost 200 years 
ago the men of South Shields ran a 
newspaper competition which inspired the 
world's first proper lifeboat. For a time it 
seemed we could be calling on their sue- 

cessors but at last, one after the other, ten 
tired bows touched the beach. Three days of 
paddling were over. We had done it ... and 
then (what else?) the rain stopped. 

The bridge at Chollerford ... there was once a ford 
here and despite appearances the water is only a 
few inches deep. Yet, compared to higher up this 
is a positive flood. 

!SAFETY! 

.• 

SAFETY ON WHITE WATER 
A Conference attended by some 45 delegates 
representing many of the best known names 
from the canoe building trade, and experienc 
ed white water paddlers, took place at Plas y 
Brenin in January. 

Led by Nigel Timmins, head of canoeing at 
the Centre, who had represented the BCU at 
the International Conference on white water 
safety in Switzerland in 1982, the seminar 
dealt with a wide range of topics, but with a 
concentration on the incidence and problems 
of entrapment when boats become lodged 
against obstacles in moving water. 

As a result of the Conference a joint work 
ing party of manufacturers and paddlers is to 
meet. Its job will be to decide what now needs 
to be done to try to answer the many ques 
tions which have been raised. A full report of 
the conference will appear in the next issue of 
Canoe Focus. 

ACTION 
COMMENDED 
Presidential Letters of Commendation have 
been awarded by the Council of the British 
Canoe Union to several paddlers. 

Prompt and efficient action, reflecting a 
particularly high degree of personal paddling 
skill, positive thinking, and rescue ability, was 
demonstrated by the following: 
Dave Evans of Calshot Activities Centre; 
Frank Goodman of Valley Canoe Products 
and Dave Patrick of P & H Fibreglass, who 
went to the assistance of a group of French 
people in difficulties when their dinghy capsiz 
ed. The trio were assisting on a Corps of 
Canoe Lifeguards course in France at the 
time. 

Sam Roberts, of Bude Surf Life Saving 
Club rescued a fisherman who had fallen over 
board in strong surf. Nicholas Hill, of Exeter 

Canoe Club, saved another paddler who was 
in danger of drowning at Flower Pot Weir, 
Exeter. 

FEWER DROWN 
In spite of the record breaking summer of last 
year only four persons drowned from canoes 
in Great Britain. One was an experienced pad 
dler trapped against weir staunchions. One, a 
15-year old boy, a poor swimmer not wearing 
a buoyancy aid, capsized 1½ miles off the 
North Wales coast. The third, an 11-year old 
boy, also not wearing a buoyancy aid, drown 
ed on placid water whilst under unqualified 
and inexperienced supervision. The fourth, 
also not wearing a buoyancy aid, died in the 
Wye, at Monmouth, when his open canoe 
overturned. - 

The lesson continues to be that the wearing 
of a buoyancy aid or lifejacket is paramount to 
the avoidance of drowning from a canoe. 

On the sea, HM Coastguard reported 41 
significant launchings to investigate calls in 
volving canoeists. Of these, 24 incidents in 
cluded the rescue of canoeists by lifeboats or 
other powered craft. Insufficient information 
is available to make a completely accurate 
analysis. However, only about 6 of the calls 
would appear to have been to help fully train 
ed canoeists. 

Dick Richards, Area Controller for 
Swansea, who is the BCU Coastguard Liaison 
Officer reports: The overall impression is that 
the vast majority of sea canoeists do take their 
sport seriously, are safety conscious, ade 
quately equipped and have a responsible at 
titude. A minority of incidents indicate a lack 
of awareness of the potential difficulties of 
sea canoeing on the part of inland paddlers. 
The incident involving loss of life was caused 
through a complete lack of caution by adven 
turous youngsters. 

It would be helpful if all sea canoeists ap 
preciated the situation from the Coastguard's 
point of view, and realised that any informa 
tion or report, from whatever source, and 
however incomplete, which indicates danger 
to life, simply has to be checked out. Every 
stretch of UK coastline is covered by one or 
another Coastguard MRCC/SC available to 
give weather and sea conditions and log a 
note of your activities. This could save con- 

siderable investigation if difficulties do arise or 
we receive enquiries. In no sense do we wish 
to police your activity, but the better 
knowledge we have of all that is occurring on 
a 'particular patch' the more effectively and 
efficiently can we discharge our 
responsibilities. 

HAVOC AT 
HAMBLEDON 
For the third time in four years, the 
Premier/Division 1 has not been completed 
satisfactorily with the majority of the Sunday 
programme being cancelled this year. 
Again the BCU Slalom AGM has been prov 

ed right in not allowing a selection event on 
the un-natural and unpredictable Thames. 
Now after the disasters at Hambledon they 
must now consider the re-location of top class 
events. 

SLALOM ENTRIES 

IMPORTANT 
Slalom paddlers should all, by now, have 
received their 1984 year book, courtesy of the 
Post Office, the "stutters" and the long 
suffering Ranking List Compilers. 

If you have not received your copy, the 
chances are that it was YOUR FAULT. Com 
mon failings are: moving after your last event 
last season and not telling anybody; not put 
ting an address at all (eg. c/o MUCC); or just 
plain illiteracy! 

In 1985 the Post Office will not accept bulk 
mailings unless every envelope bears a POST 
CODE. This means that if you do not include a 
post code in your permanent address, you will 
not receive a year book next year. 

Please also note that if you are in Divisions 
three up to Premier you must obtain a bib 
from the relevant officer for your Division, and 
quote your bib number on all entry cards. 

Mike Carter 
Rank List Co-ordinator, 
5 Clarendon Street, 
Bedford, MK41 7SQ. 
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WILD-WATER 
LEADS 
CHOOSE FROM THE LARGEST RANGE. 
(NOW BCU/BCMA APPROVED). 

SHORTIE 
Our most popular line. 
Available in 
Small 35" 
Medium 38" 
Large 41" 
Ex Large 44" 
EX SMALL 
SHORTIE 
Similar to above but 
32", and with less 
buoyancy. 

EXPEDITION 
SHORTIE 
As the Shortie, but 
with 5 pockets. 
Good for the canoeist 
who spends long 
periods in his/her 
canoe. 
Sizes:- 
Small 
Medium 
Large 
X Large 

INSTRUCTOR 
SHORTIE 
Similar to the above, 
but with only 2 
pockets. 
Sizes:- 
Small 
Medium 
Large 
X Large 

COJAK 
Simple Slab-Type 
Buoyancy-Aid, with 
elasticated sides + one 
strap. 

One Universal Size 

ORIGINAL 
Simple, no zip, 
pullover, style. 
For canoeing centres, 
schools, etc. 
DELUXE 
Similar, but with front 
zip. 
Sizes for both: 
Small 
Medium 
Large 
X Large 

SLALOM-X 
For the slalom 
enthusiast. 
Simple, pullover, slab 
buoyancy - aid, with 
elasticated sides. 
Small 
Medium 
Large 

-. 

Send S.A.E. for brochure to: 
Chris Hawkesworth Ltd, 
Wild-Water Centre, Glasshouses Mill, Pateley Bridge, 
Harrogate, North Yorkshire, HG3 SQH 
Tel: (0423) 711624 Telex: 57986 

Our shop is open for retail sales Monday to Friday 
9.00a.m. to 5.00p.m. 
Saturdays 10.00a.m. to 1.00p.m. 
Closed Sundays and Bank Holidays. 
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COMMONWEALTH CAPERS 
Readers of the sports pages of our national 
press, will know that the English Rugby Union 
have recently caused much heartsearching 
within the Commonwealth sporting com 
munity, as a consequence of their agreement 
to tour South Africa. Now it may be that the 
average canoeist, not much caring about a 
game that involves the use of an asymetric 
ball, which to the casual observer is odd to say 
the least, caring even less about a quadrennial 
sporting jamboree that includes bowls, bad 
minton, and archery, would observe with 
considerable diffidence - So What! Well Mr. 
Average Canoeist, you are about to be 
edified. The Commonwealth Games began in 
1930, guess what was a demonstration event 
on that occasion 54 years ago in Hamilton, 
Canada? Right - Canoeing! Guess what's 
never appeared on the programme since that 
time? Right - Canoeing! Guess what should 
have appeared on the programme of the 1986 
Commonwealth Games to be held in Edin 
burgh, but for the intransigence and 
bureaucratic obstructionism of the Organising 
Committee? Right - Canoeing! It's all a long 
story, but when the constitution of the Com 
monwealth Games Federation was re-written 
in the 1970's, due to the endeavours of our 
President of Honour, J.W. Dudderidge OBE, 
a short but important paragraph was included 
which contained the words - 
"If rowing is incuded in the programme of 

the Games, only Sprint Racing Canoeing 
events may take place, and in Article 29 Row 
ing/Canoeing shall be considered as one 
sport. If Long Distance and Wild Water Rac 
ing events are included without Rowing 
events, then Canoeing shall be considered on 
its own as an additional event." 

The Edinburgh Organising Committee 
decided to include Rowing on the Progamme 
in 1986, but have consistently refused to 
acknowledge that by so doing, Sprint Racing 
Canoeing should also take place. The rumour 
is however, that the organising Committee 
will invite Canoeing to be - guess what! A 
demonstration event! It seems therefore that 
the circle has been well and truly squared, in 
Commonwealth terms at least, and we're 
back where we were in 1930. 

OLYMPIC BON VOYAGE 
This will be the last issue of Canoe Focus to be 
published before the flame is lit (and ex 
tinguished) at the XXIII Los Angeles Olympic 
Games. Houndog has previously commented 

in somewhat jaundiced terms regarding the 
more extreme commercial activities of the 
Organising Committee, and the most recent 
bulletin from our American correspondent, 
has not increased our confidence in the ability 
of our cousins across the water to sustain the 
Olympic ideal. That there will be the usual 
politicising to which our Olympic athletes 
were subjected at Mexico, Munich, Montreal 
and Moscow, is quite obvious. Even as I write, 
the Commonwealth Countries are threatening 
boycott as a consequence of the English 
Rugby Union Tour of South Africa, and the 
Russians, whilst not admitting to the word 
"boycott" appearing in the Russian/ English 
lexicon, are using "niet" with increasing 
regularity and talking about "non 
attendance". These macro-problems, are of 
course of little significance to our aspiring 
Olympic canoeists, whose total preoccupa 
tion must and should be, with completing the 
500 metre or 1,(X)() metre course at Lake 
Casitas on the 6th/11th August in the fastest 
possible time. 

As this will be the last public opportunity 
therefore, Houndog extends his very good 
wishes to all members of the British Olympic 
canoeing team, and to use a well worn 
coaching phrase, may they realise their full 
potential, go faster than ever before, enjoy 
their moments of glory, and remember they're 
British!! We will all be glued to the tele' cheer 
ing them on, sharing their success and disap 
pointment, and experiencing the pride and 
pleasure that is a natural consequence of be 
ing part of the same sporting family. 

THE GOLDEN YEAR 
News is abroad that the Golden Jubilee Com 
mittee are planning an action packed year in 
1986, and have produced an impressive and 
exciting programme to celebrate 50th An 
niversary of the Union's foundation in 1936. 
Beginning with a New Year's Day Rally on the 
River Thames, where it all began, and to 
which will be invited those veterans of 
yesteryear still capable of wielding a paddle, 
the Committee intend to organise a Round 
Britain Tour, and a series of Regional Com 
petitions in all disciplines with the Finals to be 
held at the Holme Pierrepont National Water 
Sports Centre. It is planned to present a water 
spectacular over the four days of the August 
Bank Holiday, hopefully to coincide with the 
official opening of the new Artificial Slalom 
Course and the headquarters buiding, which 
will inclue an Exhibition and Trade Show, a 
National Slalom, Wild Water Race, Regatta 
and Marathon, together with a wide range of 
other canoeing activities. Other proposals in 
clude a Banquet, the publication of a 50 year 
history of the Union, and the introduction of 
the newest canoeing discipline to emerge, 
"Canastics", It seems that there will be some 
very busy people beavering away during the 
next two years. Houndog wishes them every 
success and strength to their arm. 

SLOW MOTIONS 
An examination of the Motions submitted by 
the Board of Management of the International 
Canoe Federation, and the National Assoca 
tions to the Bi-annual Congress of the Federa 
tion, to be held in Sofia, Bulgaria on the 
6th/7th October, provides an unprecedented 
opportunity for engaging in a little Freudian 
analysis of our canoeing comrades across the 
sea. Bulgaria and the Soviet Union for exam 
ple are seeking to ban cash prizes and restrict 
their material value to 200$. Hungary does not 
consider that new international disciplines, 
such as canoe polo, should be fully recogniz- 

ed internationally, until 15 nations are actively 
involved. The Danes believe that advertising 
should be permitted on clothing at World 
Championships. The British Canoe Union 
have submitted almost as many motions to 
the Congess as the other 42 countries af 
filiated to the federation put together. Com 
miserations and sympathy to our delegates to 
the Congress, who will be seeking to repre 
sent the best interests of the Union, and to 
present rational and cogent arguments in sup 
port of their motions. 

IT WAS ALL HAPPENING 
30 YEARS AGO! 
Extracts from 'Canoeing in Britain' - 
Summer 1954 
A Promising Start 
The slalom season 1954 went off with a flying 
start. Each of the five slaloms under review - 
out of a total of 13 scheduled for this year - 
received a greater number of entries than one 
even two years ago would have thought 
possible. The standard of watermanship 
showed marked improvement. This applies 
not only to the old hands. It can already be 
said that the most outstanding feature of the 
slalom season 1954 will be the great number 
of slalomists who suddenly have moved up in 
to the top class. The systematic training 
which as been going on in a number of clubs, 
during winter and in early spring is beginning 
to show promising results. In this respect the 
efforts of the Chertsey Group of the CCC and 
of Twickenham CC are particularly worthy of 
note. 
National Championships 1954 
At the time of going to press it has not yet 
been decided whether this year the Union will 
be collaborating with the Skiff Racing 
Assocation in the organisation of a joint 
championship regatta over the Henley course 
on August 28th and 29th. Full particulars will 
be sent to all clubs in due course. 
I.W.A. Race on the Bedford Ouse 
A handicap race in canoes was held on the 
Ouse from Bedford Bridge to St. Neots Bridge 
on Sunday, May 2, under conditions of wind 
and rain. 24 boats started and 21 completed 
the course which included several portages 
and the shooting of a number of broken locks. 
The race was open to all kinds of canoe and 
John Dudderidge of the BCU was responsible 
for handicapping the craft. The 'field' includ 
ed Canadian canoes and folding canoes of 
many sizes and shapes, touring kayaks and 
racing kayaks, and the competitors ranged 
from rather unskilled to quite high standard 
racing men, all having two features in com 
mon, enthusiasm and determination. The 
winner was C. Gautier of Weston Bay CC, 
paddling a racing kayak, whilst the runner-up 
was G. Swettenham of Richmond CC in a fast 
touring kayak. The Jackson brothers, also of 
Weston Bay, came in third in a folding canoe. 
The winner's time was 2 hrs. 31 mins. for a 
15-mile course. 

A Wide range of quality Kayaks and 
accessories. Canoe Tuition by BCU Senior 

Instructor. 
Interested? 

Come and see us - write or phone 

5 Oak Green, Nr. Tonbridge, Kent, 
Tel: Paddock Wood 2128 
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CANOEING HANDBOOK 

Re-printed with minor amendments November 1982 
The most rounded work on canoeing in Britain 

every published. 
The information content is enormous and well 
organised .... the experience and enthusiasm of 
its creators is unmistakable .... an indispensable 

addition to the paddler's library .... 
Congratulations to the editor and his team - 

Journal of Adventure Education. 
SEND £6.00 + £1.00 p&p (member rate); non 

members £9.95 + £1.00: 
BCU Supplies, Flexel House, 45-47 High Street, 

Addlestone, Weybridge, Surrey. 
Available CLOTH BOUND or LOOSE LEAF (BCU ring binders 

available £2.00 extra). 

The Islander has proved itself to be a 
superb instrument for the serious sea 
canoeist Islanders are sold and used 
extensively throughout the world. This 
attractive sea kayak offers the expert 
genuine expedition capacity and 
performance without sacrificing stability, 
comfort and manoeuvrability 

WYE KAYAKS, 31 EAST ST. HEREFORD. TEL (0432) 265453 
ACCESS · BARCLAYCARD· INSTANT CREDIT 

TRYLON CANOES 
NOW AVAILABLE 

PREMIER II 
Competition slalom kayak in a wide 
range of constructions. 
Built to BCMAIBSI - MA91 
standards and approved BEU 
standards. 

Ask for detals 
Send to: 
TRYLON LTD 
Wollaston 
Northants 
NN9 7QJ 

Telephone 
0933 
664275 

AVAILABLE 
NOW 

ARROWBAT 
MOULDS 

FOR 
HIRE 

FINEST DESIGNS 
HIGHEST 
STANDARDS 

THE BRITISH CANOE MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 
A.C. CANOE PRODUCTS LTD., 
PO Box 62, Chester. Tel: 0244 311711 
ARROWCRAFT MARINE LTD., 
19 Lingfield Close. Great Wyrley, Walsall, WS6 6L T. Tel: 0922 415045 
AVONCRAFT 
Burrowfield, Welwyn Garden City, Herts. Tel: 07073 3CXXlO 
CANOE CENTRE KIRTON KAYAKS LTD., 
Marsh Lane, Crediton, Devon. Tel: 03632 3295 
GAYBO LIMITED, 
Bell Lane, Bellbrook Industrial Estate, Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 lOL. Tel: 
0825 5891 
JIM HARGREAVES, 
Canoe Kayak Specialist, Capel Curig, Snowdonia. Tel: 06904 210 
CHRIS HAWKESWORTH LTD., 
Glasshouses Mill, Pateley Bridge, Harrogate, Yorks. 
Tel: 042'. 711624 Telex 57986 
LENDAL PRODUCTS LTD., 
3J Hunter Street, Prestwick, Ayrshire. Tel: 0292 7B55B 
MARSPORT (UK) LTD., 
215 London Road, Reading, Berkshire RGl 3NY Tei: Reading 665912 
PERFORMANCE DESIGNS LTD., 
57 Dale Road, Matlock, Derbys. DE4 5FN. Tel: 0629 57148 
P & H FIBREGLASS LTD., 
Old Stanley Colliery, Station Road, West Hallam, llkeston Tel: 0602 320155 
PALM GLASS FIBRE MOULDINGS, 
Unit 12, Marsh Lane, Easton in Gordano, Bristol. Tel: 027581 4865 
TRYLON LTD., 
Wollaston, Wellingborough, Northants. Tel: 0933 664275 
VALLEY CANOE PRODUCTS LTD., 
Private Road 4, Colwick Estate, Nottingham. Tel: 0602 614995 
TIM WARD - CANOES & KAYAKS, 
Henley Villa, Wycombe Road, Stokenchurch, Bucks. 
WHITEWATER SPORTS, 
Shepperton Marina, Felix Lane, Shepperton, Middlesex TW17 BNJ 
Tel: Walton on Thames 247978 
WYE KAYAKS, 
31 EAST Street, Hereford. TEL: 0432 65453 

FAMILIAR NAMES THAT OFFER YOU THE BEST IN CANOES 
Write or ring for full details 
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Traditional Open Canadian/ 
Traditional Construction 

) 

It was as a result of a casual conversation at 
the stand of Mr. Carl Douglas, the manufac 
turer of "The Canoe" at Crystal Palace Exhibi 
tion 1983 that I ended up paddling a dream 
canoe. Like most canoe exhibition visitors 
who go to Crystal Palace each year, I look for 
something special or at least innovative. This 
year two or three things caught my eye; sail 
ing canoes in glass fibre, plastic kayaks galore 
and surpassing all else the most beautiful 
wooden traditional Canadian canoe I have 
ever seen. 

Talking to the manufacturer, Carl Douglas, 
about the form and features of this canoe I 
was immensely impressed by his depth of 
knowledge of pure design, and enquiring 
about the likely speed of the canoe I was sur 
prised at his claim of an easy 5 miles per hour. 
If like me, you are a keen Canadian paddler 
and you have been involved in Canadian ex 
peditions as fortunately I have, you will quick- 

ly realise why my ears pricked up and my 
curiosity grew. Carl has a background of rac 
ing shell (skull) construction that is known 
throughout Europe, and "The Canoe" is pure 
ly an offshoot and a hobby, but the craft 
smanship is surely a work of art. Imagine my 
amazement at being offered a paddle in this 
most beautiful craft. Having confirmed that 
the offer was serious (and checked my in 
surance for cover against damage) myself and 
Steve Derwin, K2 partner who has been 
foolish enough to suffer the Devizes to 
Westminster race on two occasions with me, 
took loan of the canoe in May last year. 

The design of the boat is for speed and easy 
cruising comfort. At 18' long and 32" beam I 
anticipated a boat that would be difficult to 
turn and steer. However, due to the lack of 
keel and an excellent hull shape we found that 
the canoe was much easier to manoeuvre 
than expected. More than anything else it 

was, however, its forward speed that showed 
its racing background and breeding. The 
seats are constructed of wicker cane and the 
front one is adjustable fore and aft in order to 
trim the boat to a variety of paddlers' weights. 
A moulded yoke centre thwart is fitted for 
easy carrying by one person which is no great 
effort considering the total weight of the en 
tire craft is less that 40 lbs. 

Under trial the only difficulty we experienc 
ed was in finding a method of maintaining 
position in the craft when paddling hard. The 
interior finish is so smooth that with a bit of 
Tees mud in the bottom and some splashed 
water the interior becomes slippy and it was 
all too easy to lose the paddling stance. Carl 
has now rectified this problem by adding an 
extremely effective non-slip interior surface to 
his list of specifications. 

Following some good river trips, Steve and 
I decided that we must enter a race to 
discover the boats true competitive potential. 
After some serious thoughts and reference to 
the USA racing manuals we sawed in half our 
best slalom paddles, put a crank in the 
shortened shafts and we were then ready to 
enter a mini-marathon at Sunderland on the 
River Wear. The gun fired and we paddled off 
against an assortment of marathon boats and 
naturally, like all local marathons, we raced 
the first 2½ miles into the teeth of a gale and 
against an ebb tide. Maintaining a straight 
course is generally very difficult in open Cana 
dian under these wind conditions, but here 
"The Canoe" showed its form and held 
course with very few corrective strokes. After 
rounding the marker bouy, with the wind and 
tide now behind us, we seemed to fly back to 
the finishing line and keep ahead of a K2 pair 
who had lost time on a sloppy turn. Whilst 
paddling into the suns reflection on a wind rip 
pled surface we must confess to hitting some 
rocks, an accident which brought beads of 
cold sweat to our brows and the expectation 
of water bubbling in through a huge hole in 
the hull. However, to our surprise, wood 
veneer as well as giving unparalleled ap 
pearance, can certainly take a knock and all 
we had succeeded in doing was scraping the 
varish a little. Event over and a quick calcula 
tion of our time showed that we had maintain 
ed over 5.5 mph, confirming Carl's claim. This 
canoe is quick. 

Well, all good things must come to an end 
and we returned our much prized Canoe back 
to its owner. There is no doubt that this is a 
most beautiful and practical canoe for family 
touring or for competition. Perhaps we will 
get the chance to paddle one again on an ex 
tended cruise; could be quite interesting! 
And the cost? Well, consider that The 

Canoe is in a class of its own in design, con 
struction, performance and sheer beauty, and 
you will not be surprised to hear that it is a 
boat for the more discerning canoe en 
thusiast, prepared to pay for the distinction 
this craft confers. After all how much would 
you pay for a genuine article of Sheratan 
furniture? 

D. Hellawell 
National Coach. 
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SAFETY FIRST 
Look for the approval emblem 

Buoyancy Aids which have passed the BCU /BCMA BA 83 Standard tests. 

Derwent (Manufactured by Wild Water) Trailaway Spindrift 
Harishok Centres Model Valley Canoe Chevron Junior 

Competition Vest Products Chevron Standard 
Gold Label Chevron Expedition 
Slalom Vest Chevron 
Junior Chevron Instructor 

Lifeguard Waterpsorts Vest - Junior Tabard 
Lifeguard Teenager/ Adult Tabard with pockets 

Narwhal Ribbed Tabard Junior 
P.&H. Polo Vest Wild Water Deluxe Zipped 
Palm Ribbed Kojak 

Junior Original 
Pyranha Competition Shortie 

White Water Junior Shortie 
Splashsport Challenger Slalom X 

Universal Shortie Expedition 
Voyager Shortie Instructor 
Turbo 
Turbo Junior 

The Standard has been jointly agreed between the British Canoe Manufacturers 
Association and the British Canoe Union. Copies are available from the BCU Office 
on receipt of a stamped, addressed, envelope. 
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International Canoe Exhibition 
CRYSTAL PALACE 

A record attendance of 12,000 people 
swelled the portals of Crystal Palace and 
yelled their heads off around the pool as 
the competitions unfolded. Polo, slalom, 
super stars and obstacle races in addition 
to a glittering display of the finest canoe 
and kayaks. 

Photos: Bob Martin. 

1. Canoe Polo - gentlest of games. Luton 
Tigers thrashed Bere Forest in the National 
Final. 
2. Lesley Smithers usually looks far more love 
ly. Liz Sharman and Sue Hornby shared the 
women's 'Superstars' competition. Alan 

Williams, World Racing Champion won the 
men's. 
3. Bushy Hedges in action in the indoor 
slalom. 
4. So that's how you paddle a C2. 
5. Luton Tigers winning a 'goal'. 
6. Mick Druce competing in the indoor slalom 
at Crystal Palace. 

5 6 
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Where Quality Counts! 

LIMITED 

"It is unwise to pay too much but it is 
worse to pay too little. When you pay too 
much, you lose a little money ... that is all. 
When you pay too little, you sometimes 
lose everything, because the thing you bought 
was incapable of doing the things it was 
bought for. 

The common law of business balance prohibits 
paying a little and getting a lot ... it 
cannot be done. If you deal with the lowest 
bidder, it is well to add something for the 
risk you run. 

And if you do that, you will have enough 
to pay for the something better." 

John.Ruskin {1819-1900} 

The Best is Available - 
The Choice is yours 

[Ii -~ B I ~l UK Agents for Kober & Schlegel Paddles, Romer Helmets, ' • Ceaco Buoyancy Aids .. Stocks of canoeing accessories and 
ancillary products availalve from our Showroom. Canoe 
Trailers to EEC Specification. 

(International Canoes and Kayaks) Limited 
GA YBO LIMITED, Bellbrook Industrial ESTATE, Bell Lane, Uckfield, TN22 lQL, East Sussex Telephone: Ucktield [0825) 5891/2. 

Showroom Open: Monday-Friday 0930-17.00 - Saturday 10.00-14.00 
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LOWENBRAU 
INTERNATIONAL RAPID RACING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

PHOTO-STORY: JOHN GRIFFITHS 
The Rapid Racing Championship took place in 
March on the Tryweryn. Four courses were 
chosen on different sections of the River Race 
course which resulted in 500m dashes down 
'The Tunnel', 'Graveyard', 'Staircase' and 
'Mill Fall'. 

Competitors from Austria, Belgium, France 
and Ireland took part as well as the top pad 
dlers from Great Britain. Noteable among the 
faces on the start were Jean Pierre Burny - 
much heralded World Champion from 
Belgium, Richard Fox and Liz Sharman from 
Slalom and Claud Benezit the World Cham 
pion at Bala in 1981. 

In the end John Dunseath and Mike Smith 
shared the Rapid Racing Championship with 
Benezit and Leroux of France taking third and 
fourth places. The ladies event went to Fiona 
Mitchell of Great Britain with Ann Plant in se 
cond place. Gail Allen of Slalom fame, finish 
ed a creditable fifth. 

A. Fiona Mitchell - pensive on Mill Fall. 

8. Susan Hornby - flying off the Mill Fall. 

C. Jean-Pierre Burney in the 'Graveyard' 
heading for his lowest result in the 
Championship. 

D. Jeremy Hibble - his Jack of 'power' show 
ed in the rough sections. 

E. Bob Campbell - just back from the States 
he improved steadily then dropped down the 
field on the 'Mill Fall'. 

F. Corrine Helm pensive on the 'Mill Fall'. 



British Canoe Union 
APPOINTMENT 

Regional Development Officer 
(British Canoe Union London and South East Region) 

Applications are invited from a self motivated person of high calibre and initiative, who is suitably 
experienced and qualified, for appointment as Regional Development Officer for the British Canoe 
Union London and South East Region. The appointment will be initially for a three year period. 

The Union is the Governing Body for the Sport and Recreation of Canoeing with approximately 
12,000 individual members and 600 affiliated clubs. Its Headquarters are presently situated at 
Addlestone, Surrey, and will move to the Holme Pierrepont National Water Sports Centre, 
Nottingham early in 1986. 
The successful applicant will be required - 
1. To support and enhance the activities of voluntary workers in the London and South Eastern 

Region in promoting and developing the sport and recreation of canoeing within the Region. 
2. To promote membership of the Union, to assist with the establishment of new Clubs, and the 

strengthening of exisiting Clubs, and to improve the service, support, and liaison with Clubs. 

The salary scale for the post will be related to that recommended by the Sports Council for 
payment to Executive Officer grade, that is commencing at £5,786.00 rising by four annual 
increments to £8,078.00 per annum. (Subject to an inflationary adjustment from the 1.4.84). In 
addition Outer London Weighting of £500.00 per annum will be paid. Normal conditions of service 
regarding leave and allowances are applicable, and a private pension scheme is in operation. The 
Officer must provide his/her own motor vehicle, for which standard mileage allowance and out of 
pocket expenses will be paid. 

Marketing Manager 

Applications are invited from a self-motivated person of high calibre and initiative, who is suitably 
experienced and qualified, for appointment as the British Canoe Union Marketing Manager. The 
appointment will be initially for a three year period. 

The Union is the Governing Body for the Sport and Recreation of Canoeing with approximately 
12,000 individual members and 600 affiliated clubs. Its Headquarters are presently situated at 
Addlestone, Surrey, and will move to the Holme Pierrepont National Water Sports Centre, 
Nottingham early in 1986. 

The Marketing Manager will be required to initiate, promote, and manage the Union's commercial 
and marketing activities to benefit the Union and its members, and will be particularly responsible 
for sponsorship, membership, publications, and expanding services related to the supply of canoes 
and equipment, and canoeing holidays, and the organisation of Exhibitions and Displays. 

The salary scale for the post will be related to that recommended by the Sports Council for 
payment to Higher Executive Officer grade, that is commencing at £8,166.00 per annum rising by 
five annual increments to £10,218,00 per annum (subject to an inflationary adjustment from the 
1.4.84). In addition a sales based incentive scheme will be negotiated, and Outer London Weighting 
of £500.00 per annum will be paid. Normal conditions of service regarding leave and allowances are 
applicable, and a private pensions scheme is in operation. The Officer must provide his/her own 
motor vehicle, for which standard mileage allowance and out of pocket expenses will be paid. 

Letters of application should be sent, together with details of past employment and qualifications, 
and the names of two referees to: 

The Director, British Canoe Union, 
Flexel House, 45-47 High Street, Addlestone, WEYBRIDGE, Surrey KT15 1JV 

(no application forms are issued) 

A copy of the job specification will be sent to all applicants. 
The closing date for applications is the 6th June 1984. 
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I Action on access I 

LEVEN WILD WATER TEST 
31st YEAR Marked a milestone in the history 
of this classic annual event. After 31 years of 
organising and running the Leven Wild Water 
Test, Eric Totty has reluctantly declared it to 
be his last. 

Eric has served the BCU well over the years 
and made major contributions within the Ac 
cess field. 
Although well into his seventies, Eric main 

tains that gentlemanly image and quiet en 
thusiasm that we have all come to respect. 
Typical of Eric is the excitement and sense of 
satisfaction he derives from being involved in 
well run events, and perhaps as a result of 
such events, receiving just one letter express 
ing gratitude for the efforts of people like him. 
This, in this largely ungrateful age, when so 
much is taken for granted is the only reward 
for service that Eric has ever sought, and 
derived great pleasure from. 

It is not surprising therefore, that Eric 
should have now decided to give up the ma- 

AN INLAND 
VOYAGE 
RECREATED 

This classic story by Robert Louis Stevenson 
of a canoe trip by river and canal, from Ant 
werp to St. Quentin, which Stevenson made 
with a friend in 1876 has inspired the Federa 
tion Francais de Canoe Kayak to recreate this 
memorable cruise. 

The final details have yet to be confirmed, 
but it is envisaged that an exploratory cruise 
consisting of a party of 8 to 10 European pad- 

jority of his committee and administration 
work to, in his own words, spend a little more 
time enjoying active canoeing. Eric would be 
the first to admit that although he still heeds 
the call to travel "far and wide", he can no 
longer do so with the same headlong abandon 
of youth. 

A piece which appeared in "The Field" in 
1980 fits Eric admirably, and acts as a worthy 
tribute: 

We in the midst of business life's alarm 
Look forward to retirement and calm 
When hectic calls to travel far and wide 
Are over and last we can subside. 
Yet when our age advances, relaxation due 
Seems to come only to the idle few. 
Thus active age still goes in search of work 
And finds new duties that it may not shirk. 
So more and greater labour is our plight, 
Indeed we find in this a new delight, 
Fresh pastures here abound in things that last, 
Still looking to the future but remembering the 
past. 

dlers of proven ability will depart from the 
Hague and travel some 460 kilometres to St. 
Quentin - near Paris. The tour will be broken 
up into 11 stages and will probably be held 
sometime between 14th July to 15th August. 
The type of boat to be used will be announced 
shortly along with the final programme. If suc 
cessful the cruise maybe adopted as an an 
nual International tour. Any paddler or pad 
dlers who may be interested in joining this 
historic cruise should contact Denis 
Cheminade, Direction Tehnique FFCK, Boite 
Postale 58, 94340 Joinville le Pont, France, 
giving details of availability and experience. 

THE 
CANOEIST 
AND 
WILDLIFE 
We are pleased to announce the publication 
of the first of a planned series of educational 
leaflets and booklets covering a number of 
topics of interest to all canoeists. 

The first leaflet produced on the wildlife and 
conservation theme should have a broad ap 
peal to all age groups although its principle 
target is the younger paddler. 

It has been attractively produced with 
photographs, live drawings and text from the 
joint staffs of the Welsh Water Authority and 
the British Canoe Union with valued sponsor 
ship from Shell UK Ltd. Other planned 
pubications are the all new and updated Guide 
to the Waterways, a series of Regional Canoe 
Trail leaflets and a club package giving detail 
ed but simple explanations of Access and 
related matters. 

The Canoeist and Wildlife leaflet is available 
now from BCU Headquarters either singly or 
in quantity for club group distribution. 

Roger Irwin, the National Access Officer and 
his wife Sandy, were amongst the Access 
Team members who were available 
throughout the weekend of the Canoe Exhibi 
tion at Crystal Palace, to answer access 
queries and offer advice on numerous topics 
and subjects. Over 600 enquiries were 
answered and hundreds of pounds worth of 
Access and Touring literature was sold or 
distributed. The chosen theme of Informa 
tion, Education and Communication was well 
received, and the number of visitors to the 
stand this year is indicative of the support the 
membership are now giving to Access Team. 
Our sincere thanks to all voluntary officers 
who helped during the weekend. 

ERRATUM 
RIVER GREAT OUSE 
Long distance canoe trails from Felmersham Reach, to read 
Navigation extends from Bedford at Kempton Mill to a point 3 
miles downstream of Denver Sluice. Due apologies made to 
all local Access workers for any problems this error may be 
caused. 

BRITISH CANOE UNION MEMBERS HANDBOOK 
YEARBOOK 1984 
Page 13 llast paragraph) RIVER MEDWAY - Should read: 
Extent of the Navigation Downstream limit - Allington Lock 
Upstream limit, the concrete arch footbridge immediately 
downstream of the flood regulating barrier at Leigh near the 
A21 Tonbridge Bypass, is now regulated by th Southern 
Water Authority Act 1982 Part IV, for which a licence fee is .........._ 
payable. Details from the Southern Water Authority, •••••••... 
Capstone Road, Chatham. Kent. MES 70A. 
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VICTORIA VENTURE 
Sea Kayak Courses - 1984. 

An opportunity to experience the prime branch of 
kayak sport. 

Our courses offer the opportunity to learn from the 
professionals whilst enjoying an expedition 
atmosphere. 

All courses are staffed by highly experienced and 
qualified professionals from the field of sea 
kayaking, which ensures that the level of 
instructions is second to none. 

Testing for BCU Qualifications is available. 

Victoria Venture are operating courses in the 
following areas during 1984: 
a. West Coast of mainland Scotland. 
b. Inner Hebrides. 
c. Outer Hebrides. 

OUR COURSE FEES ARE VERY COMPETITIVE! 

Write for an explanatory brochure and information to: 

VICTORIA VENTURE 
The Old Station, 
Nachynlleth, 
Powys. 
Please enclose a S.A.E. (Size A4) 

BCU SUPPLIES 
NEW THIS MONTH 

MEMBERS SWEATSHIRT 
GREY WITH NEW LOGO (S.M.L.XL.) £7.00 

MARSYANOI BY ALAN BARBER 
THE BOOK ON THE ANNAPURNA RIVER £4.75 

COMPETITION CAGS 
RECREATION CAGS WITH HOOD 
OVER TROUSERS 
WATERPROOF BARREL HOLDALL 

£11.50 
£11.50 
£7.50 
£7.50 

ALL MADE IN 2oz SCOTSGUARD NYLON 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE POST & PACKING 

BCU SUPPLIES 

45 High Street, Addlestone, Surrey. 

paddle your 
own canoe! 
• Complete Range. 
• Kits or Ready built 
• Wood or Glassfibre. 
• Kayaks, Tourers, 
Racers, Canadian canoes. 
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INTERNATIONAL CANOE 
TOUR FESTIVAL 1984-85 

The Canadian Recreational Canoeing 
Association under the auspices of the Cana 
dian Canoe Assocation and the International 
Canoe Federation, is pleased to announce the 
International Canoe Tour Festival 1984/85. 

Never before in the history of North 
American has the body responsible for Cana 
dian Olympic International Canoeing spon 
sored an International Canoe Tour on the 
North America Continent. A pre-world tour in 
August, 1984 will precede the formalities of 
the recognised International Canoe Federa 
tion Touring Events scheduled for August 
1-30, 1985. 

The event will take place in the Temagami 
District including Lake Temagami, Lady 
Evelyn-Smooth Water River System, Lake 
Nipissing, Lake Temiscaming and Algonquin 
Park. The event is expected to attract 4,000 
participants and an audience of in excess of 
50,000 in each of the two years. The Lake 
Temagami District has been chosen by the 
National Canoeing Assocation responsible for 
recreational paddling in Canada because of 
the circular canoe route management and the 
number and variety of canoe trails in both 

open and moving water conditions. The trails 
are both semi-wilderness and wilderness and 
span approximately 1,700 kilometers. Par 
ticipants will have a choice of a variety of 
canoe trips, varying in both degree and inten 
sity. Approximately 45,000 hours of recrea 
tional canoeing will take place as a direct 
result of this international event. 

This event enjoys the support of the 
Government of Ontario, Ministry of Tourism 
and Recreation and the Federal Government 
through various levels of assistance. 

Along with the touring events there will be a 
series of highlight events, races, regattas, 
demonstration and canoe schools as well as 
survival courses, camping equipment 
seminars and evnironmetal education oppor 
tunities. The Festival component of the tour 
will tie in numerous local events in the 
Temagami and Ontario "Near North" regions 
with the tour. 

ACCESS AND 
TOURING 

INTERNATIONAL 
In seeking to develop the Access and 
Touring interests of all canoeists, we 

have extended our brief to cover 
international events. 

INTERNATIONAL 
TOURING EVENTS 
XXI (21st Edicio del Rallye Turistie 
Esport in 

lntenational del Rio Noguera Pallaresa, 
Sort, Spain. 15/22 July, 1984. 
Organisers Address: Commissio 
Organitzadora XXI Rallye, Casa de la 
Villa, Sort, Spain. 

Rallye International de la Loue Doubs, 
France. 9/11 June, 1984. 
Organisers Address: Federation 
Francaise de Canoe-Kayak, 87 Quai de 
la Marne, 94340 Joinville le Pont, 
France. 

International Canoe Tour Festival 
1984/85 Temagami District, Ontario, 
Canada. 1 /30 August 1984. (See 
separate covering article) 

For further details contact: Rob 
Metras, Box 500, Hyde Park, Ontario, 
Canada, NOM 1ZO 

Summert 
Coming 
Weil's Disease: A Canoeists Illness? 
Dr. John Whitehead, BCU Medical Advisory 
Panel. 

"I went training on the canal on Monday and 
Tuesday. It was really hot and the canal had 
almost dried up: to keep cool we were muck 
ing about doing bow rescues and hand rolls. 
On Friday I had a bit of a temperature and a 
really bad headache. We called the doctor out 
and he said it was flu. My legs got sore and 
they were so painful later in the evening that 
we had to get the doctor out again. He sent 
me to hospital which was just as well. I 
became as yellow as a China man with jaun 
dice and very sleepy. Luckily my mum told the 
consultant I'd been canoeing and they did lots 
of blood tests and said I'd got Weil's disease. 
He said he hadn't seen a case for 20 years. Ap 
parently it was touch and go for a week or so 
and I was in hospital for four weeks. Even four 
months later I don't feel quite right and the 
doctor says I can't drink alcohol for at least 6 
months!" 

What is it? 
Weil's disease is a bacterial infection carried in 
rats urine which contaminates stagnant and 
slow flowing water. 
How serious is it? 
It can be a serious illness requiring hospital 
treatment and can lead to kidney and liver 
failure. One patient in 10 dies with it. No 
canoeist has died with it yet. 
How do I catch it? 
The bacteria are absorbed through the skin 
and mucous membranes of the mouth and 
eyes. It gets into the blood stream more easily 

if you have a minor cut on your skin or feet or 
if you do capsize drill or rolling. 
When do I catch it? 
You can get it at any time of the year but you 
are far more likely to catch it in very dry spells 
in the summer, in very slow moving or stag 
nant water or after a flash flood when rats 
urine has been washed into the canals. 
How common is Weil's Disease? 
An average of 39 cases for the whole of the 
British Isles occurs each year. Most occur in 
farm workers but last year 5 cases were con 
firmed in canoeists in Britain - two on the 
Trent and Mersey canal at Stone, one on the 
upper Thames at Hambledon, one on the 
River Soar and one on the Medway at 
Maidstone. ALL OF THEM HAD BEEN 
ESKIMO ROLLING. Since these were only 
the severe cases admitted to hospital it is 
possible there were other mild 'flu' like il 
lnesses in canoeists which were not reported. 
As you can see it is a VERY RARE DISEASE 
INDEED but 5 cases out of 39 total in the U. K. 
last year were canoeists in Britain and a fur 
ther 2 were canoeists who contracted the in 
fection abroad. Thus 18% of the cases last 
year occurred in canoeists. 
What should I do about it? 
If you feel ill after training on stagnant water 
or pools and have any of the features in the 
case history call your doctor early. The most 
common early symptoms are temperature, an 
influenza like illness and joint and muscle 
pains. TELL YOUR DOCTOR YOU HA VE 
BEEN CANOEING AND WHERE AND ASK 
HIM IF YOU CAN HAVE A BLOOD TEST 
FOR WE/L'S DISEASE. TELL THE BCU 
WHO WILL LET THEIR MEDICAL PANEL 
KNOW ABOUT IT. 
What can I do to avoid it? 
If you are an instructor or course organiser 
take sensible precautions. Be careful of stag 
nant canals and pools in hot dry weather in 
the summer or just after flash floods. Avoid 
known areas of rat infestation. If you want to 
instruct in capsize drill or eskimo rolling, 
choose relatively fast flowing deeper water or 
better still a swimming pool. 

If you are an individual canoeist. 
Avoid capsize drill and rolling in shallow 
polluted water during dry spells in summer. 
Cover minor scratches on parts of the body 
exposed to such water with water-proof 
plasters. Try to wash or shower after canoe 
ing. Wear something on your feet to avoid 
sustaining cuts in polluted shallow water. 
Broader apsects 
Clearly the disease is very rare and my view is 
that providing canoeists take sensible precau 
tions, no specific measures are warranted or 
necessary. However, because of the sensa 
tional nature and 'rarity' value of the disease 
newspapers and local opinion may over-react. 
Obviously a blanket ban on canoeing on cer 
tain rivers or at certain times of the year would 
be disastrous. Already the Medical Officer of 
Health in Staffordshire is considering the im 
position of a ban on canoeing on canals in the 
county. If you run into problems of this kind, 
don't negotiate by yourself but involve the 
BCU urgently by telephone so that you may 
be properly advised by the BCU medical 
panel. 
In summary 
1. Avoid capsize drill or rolling in stagnant 

water in hot weather during the summer. 
2. Wash or shower after canoeing in hot 

weather. 
3. Cover minor scratches on exposed parts 

of the body with water-proof plaster. 
4. Use foot-wear to avoid cutting feet. 
5. If you have a flu like illness after canoeing 

go to your G.P. early - tell him you are a 
canoeist. 

6. Let the BCU know if you contract the 
disease or if there is the likelihood of 
any local ban on canoeing because of 
the disease. 

I am indebted to Dr. Sheena Waitkins PhD 
MRCPath, Director of the Leptospirosis 
Reference Unit Public Health Laboratory Ser 
vice .for help with this article and in particular 
for the 1983 figures and to Dr. J.G. 
Cruickshank Md FRCPath, Consultant 
Bacteriologist, R.D. & E. Hospital (Wonford) 
Exeter for general advice. 

21 



WHITEWATER SPORTS 
BRITAINS BIGGEST AND BEST 

ALL YEAR ROUND CANOE EXHIBITION - TRY US 
We formed our company to offer canoeists the complete retailing service our 
great sport deserved. The manufacturer offering his own brand of goods, the part 
time sales service at competitions are not in the longterm in the best interests of a 
sport that is to expand. The comprehensive canoe store just did not exist until we 
opened some five or six years ago. In that time we have tried to expand the 
range of quality goods we offer to cover every need. The major expeditions have 
used our service for several years as they know they can compare equipment 
quickly and easily without needless travelling or correspondence. Corne and 
visit us or try our mail order service - you won't regret it. 

PRICE LIST - MAY 1984 
All prices include VAT at 15% where applicable. Prices are subject to change without 
prior notice. 
POSTAGE AND PACKING- Add 10% for orders under £20.00 (50p min). Add 5% for 
orders over £20.00. All paddles £5.00. All canoes and kayaks £12.50. For large orders we 
will calculate prices individually. 
DISCOUNTS - We will be pleased to quote competitive prices for official orders from 
clubs,education and Armed Forces. Please send details of your needs for a quotation. 

KAYAKS. 
Tyne Junior 99.00 
Comanche Budget 109.00 
Rapido or Snipe 119.00 
400 Super or Merano 119.00 
Telstar 125.00 
Sportsman 139.00 
Ardeche Double 159.00 
Tyne Open Double 179.00 
Extras available. 
Diolen Hull 12.00 
Double reinforcing 15.00 
Glitter Finish 10.00 
Gel Seam/Deck flash 5.00 each 
POLYETHYLENE KAYAKS. 
Roto Bat 115.00 
PE Surf 115.00 
Rocker 360 129.00 
Rocker 390 139.00 
Perception Dancer 199.00 
Perception Mirage Basic 104.00 
Perception Mirage 224.00 
Freestyle Centre Spec 189.00 
Freestyle Whitewater spec 212.00 
Radonee twin Seater 249.00 
POLYETHYLENE CANOES. 
Super Ardeche 279.00 
Coleman 15' 299.00 
Coleman 17' 335.00 
Note. Coleman boats come semi 
assembled - if assembly is required 
add £20.00 per canoe. 
BUOYANCY AIDS. 
Shorti (s,m,l) 19.95 
Harishok Gold Label (s) 20.95 

(m) 24.95 
(I) 25.95 

Wildwater Centre Cojak 19.95 
Expedition vest 32.95 

Life Jacket (BSn 34.00 
SPRAYDECKS (Please state boat). 
Nylon Standard 7.95 
Nylon deluxe 9.95 
Neoprene 18.50 
Neoprene deluxe 24.95 

PADDLES. 
Canadian Kit 7 .50 
Flat Kit 11.25 
Curved Kit 12.95 
Flat ABS paddle 13.95 
New Wave Hydro 29.95 
Freeblades Slalom 33.95 
Azzali Slalom 34.00 
Gees Champion 37.50 
Kober Moldau 39.95 
Freeblades Racing 33.95 
Lendal Powennaster 36.95 
ABS Canadian 9.95 
New Wave Turbo Canadian 21.95 
Azzali Canadian 24.95 
ACCESSORIES. 
Ace crash helmets 6.95 
Romer R38 helmets 10.95 
Romer R39 helmets 18.50 
Romer R4 l helmets 29.95 
GUL Cag 17.95 
4 ozs canoe cags .16.95 
2 ozs canoe cags 12.50 
Pogies paddle mitts 5.95 
Lendal footpump 12.95 
Failsafe footrest clip 0. 75 
J & R footrest 9.75 
White toggles (pair) 0.55 
Repair tape 40mm x 50 metres 3.95 

50mmx4.5 metres 1.25 
Buoyancy bags each 3.95 
set of 4 12.95 

Aquasacs , 8.00 
BDH bottles large 4.25 
medium 3.00 
small 2.50 

Green Slime's throwbag 9.95 
Economy roofrack 13.95 
Thule roofrack 24.95 
Thule highfoot roofrack 34.95 
Roofrack straps (pair) .4.95 
Vertical posts (pair) 15.95 
Casio W400 watch 17.95 
Safetv flarepack .13.95 
Survival knife 4.00 

WETSUITS. 
We stock a huge range of wetsuits from 
Gul & other leading makers. For 
example: 
Economy Long John 29.95 
Economy Long John/Bolero 55.00 
Gul canoe Long John 52.00 
Wetsuit socks 7.95 
Hardsole boots 14.95 
Gul Surllite Long John 
with matching cag 69.00 
Gul spec savers 
(keeps spectacles on) 1.95 
Neoprene Surf Cap 6.50 
Neoprene open palm mitts 9.95 
CANOE SCHOOL. 
Our canoe school at Shepperton covers 
basic to advanced courses. We can 
arrange special courses for groups. We 
also operate a canoe hire service. Ask 
for our canoe school brochure. 
WINDSURFING. 
We carry one of the most 
comprehensive ranges of windsurlers & 
accessories, & have our own club lake 
with school at Staines. We will be 
pleased to take your canoe in part 
exchange for a windsurler or vice versa. 
BACKPACKING. 
A new venture for 1984. We will be 
carrying a comprehensive stock of gear 
from Ultimate, Peter Storm, Brasher, 
Survival Aids, Karrimor, Berghaus etc. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE. 
This list is only a very small part of our 
extensive stocks - if you cannot see 
what you want phone or write & ask for 
our full price list. Better still pay us a visit 
& see what a real canoe shop looks like. 
We stock most leading makes of canoes 
& accessories, including Gaybo, P&H, 
Palm, Pyranha, Raider & Nomad. 

We are open Monday to Saturday from 9.30 to 5.30. Our address is: 
WHITEWATER SPORTS, SHEPPERTON MARINA, FELIX LANE, SHEPPERTON, MIDDX. 

Telephone: Walton on Thames (0932) 247978 or 225988. Telex: 291674. 
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STOP PRESS BARGAIN 

THESE ARE LIMITED AVAILABILITY 
END OF RANGE ITEMS 
MADE TO SELL AT 
£35 to £45 EACH 

WHITEWATER SPORTS, Shepperton Marina, Felix Lane,H-(i).~-~ "/ 
Shepperton Middx. Tel-Walton on Thames (0932)247978. · •. ' 
BRITAINS LEADING CANOEING & WINDSURFING /'. ~0~ 1 
SPECIALISTS. 
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TOURING TITBITS Regional Mystery Tour and 
Coaching Rally. 23/24 June 1984. 

The Canadian Canoe Assocation of Great Britain found last year that a Midlands venue attracted 
more members than London for their Annual General Meeting. This year they crowded the club 
house of the Royal Leamington Spa Canoe Club for a Saturday morning, under the leadership of 
vice-chairman Tibor Herbent, many got afloat through snow to break the ice and enjoy a cruise on 
the rivers Learn and Avon to Warwick Castle and back. 

Details of the Canadian Canoe Association of Great Britain can be gained from: Leslie H. Rowe, 
198 Canbury Park Road, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey. 

Touring log-books, though in short supply at Crystal Palace Exhibition, are now readily available 
at a cost of 50p to members (non-members 75p). Send direct to BCU HQ or direct to your 
Regional Touring Officer enclosing a sae 9" x 6". Remember that your RTO is your area's 
representative to the BCU Touring Committee and so he can put you in touch with happenings 
around the country and clubs in your area which have an interest in touring, what to take, what to 
wear and general safety advice. 
REGIONAL TOURING OFFICERS 
(when requiring general information, please also enclose an sae). North West Patrick Moran, 1 
Mawdaley Ave, Woolston, Warrington, Cheshire. Northern Robert Graham, 19 Halton Road, 
Newton Hall, Durham. Yorks & Humberside Colin Priestley, 5 Glen Mount, Lane Ends, Wheatley, 
Halifax, West Yorks. West Midlands Tony Crocker, Croft Cottage, Pershore Road, Upton 
Snodsbury, Worcester. East Midlands Bryan Ward, 46 Cosford Close, Birchwood, Lincoln. 
Eastern Graham Bourne, 2 Clay Hill, Enfield, Middlesex. South West Dennis Walls, 3 Endfield 
Close, Exeter. Southern Peter Baker, Ash House, 2 Tower Place, West End, Southampton. Lon 
don & S.E. Jeff Simmons, 52 Ashgrove Road, Ashford, Middlesex. 

BCU N.W. REGION 

Roll up, Roll up, to the Mystery Tour. Magic is 
in the air as the most ambitious Regional tour 
ever organised, prepares to get under way. 
Touring three separate sections of water and 
arriving back at the start point, but a different 
route, on the second day. 

If you can't carry all of your camping gear in 
your canoe, then we will transport it for you. 

Saturday lunch is next to a weir, where you 
can play if you want, with a friendly local only 
a ¼ mile away. The campsite is next to the 
clubhouse of a rowing club and the bar is to be 
opened specially for you. Local facilities, 
within ½ mile, include pubs, cinema, cafes, 
etc, and even a free canoeing demonstration 
at the local baths. 

Sunday includes a waterside cafe for those 
who don't like cooking. 

Sounds interesting, doesn't it? There is 
more besides but I don't want to give 
everything away. Parking is in a special car 
park. Don't worry about the distance - 15½ 
miles the first day and 12½ the second with 
easy grades of water suitable for all types of 
canoe. Full maps and information at the start. 

Last year I had a great response to the fancy 
dress so this year we shall be doing it again 
but on a different theme. As Saturday 23rd is 
Midsummers Eve and the Druids will be out to 
play, I want you to base your thoughts on the 
theme of 'Magic and Mystery'. Plenty of 
scope there! 

Unfortunately there has to be a tour fee as 
part of the tour uses British Waterways water 
and also a special tour sticker is to be printed. 
The cost will be: £2.50 - BCU 
members/£3.50 - Non-BCU members. 
A reduction of 50p may be obtained on pro 

duction of a current waterways licence. 
Please arrive between 9.00 and 9.45 am 

ready for a prompt 10.00 am start. 

Mike Wood 
Regional Touring Officer. 

CORUH RIVER EXPEDITION 
Are you a grade IV paddler looking for a superb big river trip? Then join 
one of our expeditions in N.E. Turkey this summer. 
• 250 miles and 6000ft of vertical descent 
• Best big water river this side of the Grand Canyon. 
• Fabulous mountain scenery, friendly locals, small groups. 
Coruh River Expeditions. Warm white water paddling. Rafts or kayaks 
in N.E. Turkey. Contact Dave Manby, The Miller's House, Little Ness, 
Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 2JE. 
Dave Manby Visuals. Films, videos, lectures on whitewater 

. canoeing world wide. Contact Dave Manby Visuals, The Miller's 
House, Little Ness, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY 2JE. 

Standing in front of the newly dedicated 
memorial to the Cockleshell Hero's are Co. 
(Blondy) Hasler and Bill Sparks of the Royal 
Marines. 
The British Canoe Union commemorate the 

raid up the Gironde River in December 1942 by 
the award, each year, of the Hasler Trophy. 
The pair of silver figures represent service and 
civilian canoeing standing in remembrance of 
Blondy Hasler's leadership of the wartime raid 
on Bordeaux which destroyed enemy shipp 
ing. Col. Hasler and Marine, Bill Sparks were 
the only survivors. 
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Holme Pierrepont 

By George& Frank 
We've got it I 

George Parr and Frank Goodman are now 
working with Nottinghamshire County Council 
Engineers and the Sports Council on the final 
drawing of the Artificial Slalom Course on the 

Trent. Work begins on site early next year to be 
completed by the World Rowing Champion 
ships in August 1986. It is proposed to move the 
headquarters by 1st January 1986. 

Holme Pierrepont 
Slalom Course 
A world class artificial slalom course with 
variable routes and controlled water con 
ditions which will cater for the competi 
tion and training needs of all slalomists 
(whatever their standards), the training 
needs -of other rough water canoeists 
and provide a unique facility for other 
forms of rough water adventure. 

General Description 
Holme Pierrepont Artificial Slalom 
Course will be the result of 10 years 
research by the British Hydromechanics 
Research Association, Nottinghamshire 
County Council, Nottingham University, 
and the BCU Water Development 
Committee. 

It will consist of an artificial channel 
between the upper and lower levels of 
the River Trent at Holme Pierrepont flow 
control gates. Obstacles, islands and 
variations in the base of the course will 
give rough water conditions suitable for 
all levels of canoeists up to international 
standard. 
The first artificial slalom course was 

built by the French at Vichy, and finished 
in 1964. The flow and slope available 
there will give grade 1-11 conditions which 
is only suitable for low level competition. 
The Germans built the first artificial 
course to international standard, at 
Augsburg, for the Olympic Games in 
1972. The Augsburg course has an im 
mediate limitation in that the flow cannot 
be controlled and so only canoeing on 
grade IV-V water is available, which is 
only suitable for top class competition. 

We have been able to avoid the mistakes 
made in the design at Augsburg which 
lead to surging water, erratic wave pat 
terns and difficult rescue conditions due 
to vertical side walls. 
The artificial course at Holme Pierre 

pont has been designed with beaches at 
either side making it easy to get on and 
off the course and gives very predictable 
wave formations. The flow of water 
down the course will be variable making 
it possible to create the ideal degree of 
difficulty to suit the differing standard of 
canoeist. 

When not in use for slalom all manner 
of 'Adventure' uses are envisaged, raf 
ting, inner tubing, sub-aqua for 
example. 
The landscaping will give natural ter 

racing giving excellent viewing facilities. 

Shoot or 1rttn water 
with aradc 2 stopper 
foUowed by a litht 
brca.koul. 

Pool with a breakout 
and eddies. 

Grade 2 ½ rapid with 
twostoppersanji 
standing waves. 

Stcadygradcl rapid 
•itha tcchnkal 
breakout to riaht. 
Holes and stoppers 
ri&htandlcfl. 

Easy route throu&h 
rapid,~aches kft and 
right. 

Grade 4 water wilh 2 
larac stoppers. L.H. 
routcaradclslow 
watcrforeuier 
route. R.H. heavier 
route with diagonal 
stoppers, Grade 4, 
futestwatcronthc 

Grade 4½ to 5 on 
riaht bank. 

Easy access to calmer 
water on the left 
which enables 
upstream paddlina. 

Grade -1 to right with 
laracburstina 
standina waves and 
stoppers. 

Water decelerates, 
waves slowly drop 
with rescue areas, 
When water is low, 
Gradel½. When 
high this area or 1hc 
course is drowned 
OUI. 

E=3 Terraced 
E==1 Viewing 
Rfo7 
~ Trees & Shrubs 

D Grassed Banked areas 

Course conditions 
indicatM are for full 
flow. 

Las resting water can be 
produc«I by regulation of 
the inlet sluice. 

Rowing Course Existing Rowing Course 
and Sprint Canoeing 

25 



THE BELLWAY BEA,VER 
CHIEFTAIN IS 

EASILY CAR:rDPPABLE 
GRP hull-lits easily on a car roof-rack-weighs only BOlbs. 

WETSUITS 

STABLE 
unique pmemed 
3 in I Trimaroo hull 
shape makes ,r so 
srable you can 
srand up in ,r.1 

PEDIGREE 
rhe Chiefrain design 
is based on the 
success/ ul Beaver 
3 in l hull design 
approved by ihe 
Bnrish Canoe 
Union. Organisers of the Operarion Raleigh 4 year round the 
world expedlt ion by young people have ordered 15 Chieftains 
for river explorarion work in the Amazon and Australasia. .---------------, 
I Name l 

I Address ! 

1-------1 
1-------1 
I for more details please telephone or wme to: I 
Bel/way Marine Ltd, I lndust11al Estate, toosen. County Durham. 

l_"el. Consett /0201! 500945/6 _ _ _ _ BCCFU 

@) Bellwav Marine 
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and 
Kits 

Direct from our factory. 
Superb value, top quality, 
Wide range, large stocks, 
Quick delivery. 
Double-lined Long Johns 
from £27.90 
Quite unbeatable. 

See For Yourself - write or 
ring for free brochure, 
or call in. 
DOLPHIN WETSUITS 
(Aquaquipment) 

3/4 Ashwell St., St. Albans 
Herts, Tel: 66666 

Experience the fun and freedom of canoeing in Scotland 
and let us provide you with inexpensive overnight 
accommodation. Or you could try one of our top value 
courses from only £54, alternatively how about a weekend 
on Loch Lomond, 2 nights self-catering accommodation, 
instruction and equipment for only £12.50 ~ 1 
For further details write to: ~As 
~~~:~:hc~~~~:n~~;:fr'1~n~s~~~i;~~n, g~t+1fl,! 

Aame ri 
ddress . 

• 
....................................................... (CFB) 



DearFa1:us ... 
SINGLE HANDED ROUND BRITAIN 
On 15th April this year, Robert McLaughlin 
set off from Westminster on a 2,200 mile cir 
cumnavigation of Britain. Over the last four 
months he has paddled along the South 
Coast, being held in storms for days on end, 
up the West Coast, across the Bristol Chan 
nel, along the Welsh Coast ( after being shot at 
by the RAF - he HAD notified the 
Coastguards prior to his crossing) along the 
top of Scotland, around the Pentland Firth. 
He completed his epic during September by 
landing on County Hall steps next to 
Westminster Bridge in London, having com 
pleted 2,093 miles! 
Congratulations! 

Dear Sir, 
Reference the short report on Robert 
McLaughlin's UK circumnavigation (page 33 
Spring). 
MOD Ranges of various kinds are common 

all around the UK coast, are indicated upon 
the 'Q' series of Admiralty charts and are men 
tioned inth Admiralty Sailing Directions 
(Pilots). Coastguard MRCC/SC's are not 
automatically informed whenever ranges are 
in u~ or likely to be in use and unless a 
specific enquiry is received we would assume 
that anyone navigating inshore through a 
range area would have checked with the 
range as part of his passage planning. Red 
danger flags are flown from the range boun 
daries ashore when firing is underway and in 
some cases the seaward boundaries are 
patrolled by range craft to warn off fishing and 
other vessels. 

I'm afraid that notifying Coastguard of your 
passage does not entitle anyone to assume 
that all possible difficulties, including the use 
of MOD ranges, have been cleared. 
S.R. Richards 
Regional Controller Swansea 
Coastguard. 

Dear Sir 
I'd like to add a comment to the letter about 
veteran competitors in Canoe Focus No.34, 
p.37. 

I see no point in preventing canoeists from 
being ranked in the normal way in divisions 
once they have declared themselves to be 
veterans. All that does is discourage people 
from competing as veterans. As it is unlikely 
that older people will rise far in the hierarchy 
of divisional canoeing, why try to stop them? 
Does it offend the egos of the young to think 
that they may be beaten by the 'old'? It cer 
tainly is not that it prevents the 'old' from oc 
cupying the divisions, they just don't admit 
their age. I reckon it's one of the most futile 
regulations I've ever come across. 
P.E. Shurr, 
Ageing Juvenile. 

Dear Sir, 
We were given your address by the 
"Deutscher Kanu-Verband e.V." 
We are a French-Germany family, the three 

of us canoe-fans (active members of the Kehl 
club). Our son, 14, would like to find an 
English friend - keen on canoeing - to 
spend 3 weeks together - during the summer 
holidays in England and Germany. We are a 
French-German family and we can't speak 
English very well. Address: George and Kris 
tiane Kirsch, Berliner Strabe 45, D - 7640 Kehl 
(across Strasbourg on the Rhine). 

Dear Sir, 
Builth Slalom Site, Builth Wells, Powys. 
I am writing to you in the hope that you will 
provide the necessary publicity in order to 

reduce, and hopefully stop, a problem that ex 
ists at the Builth slalom site. 
This site was used for a Div. 3 slalom during 

October of last year, after a lapse of approx 
imately two years. Since the slalom, canoeists 
have been gaining access to the river, across 
the private property at the slalom site. it has 
been reported that lorries, cars, trailers, etc., 
have been on this private property. 
Worcester Canoe Club have very good rela 

tions with the landowners etc., associated 
with this site. However, if irresponsible 
canoeists continue to make a nuisance of 
themselves they could quite easily cause the 
loss of an excellent slalom site - the classic 
case of a minority of canoeists spoiling it for 
the majority! 
To conclude, if people wish to go canoeing 

on the Upper Wye, and there is any doubt 
about access etc., they should contact the ap 
propriate access officer before tramping all 
over private property. 
Michael W. Hawthorn 
Slalom Captain, Worcester Canoe Club. 

Dear Sir, 
On behalf of a young Scout troop who are 
keen to add canoeing to their activities, may I 
appeal through you to any member or club 
that may have canoes (kayaks) and 
associated equipment gathering dust and 
would like to donate or offer at minimal cost 
(minor repairs can be undertaken) to contact 
me. 
We are situated just behind Brands Hatch 

between A20 and A2 and would be prepared 
to collect from any reasonable distance. As a 
BCU member and keen canoeist I would like 
to foster this interest. 
J.F. Nicholls 
22 Spring Cross, New Ash Green, 
Dartford, DA3 SQG. 
Dear Sir, 
May I bring to your notice an anomaly which 
makes the BCU appear ridiculous. 
As a schoolboy in the late 1940's I built 

myself a 14' Scout kayak, an 11' extended to 
'improve' the lines; towed it behind my bike to 
Chertsey where I camped as a member of the 
Youth Camping Association, and started 
canoeing. No bureaucracy.I joined the BCU, 
paddled the Jicwood sprint kayaks, was 
taught to roll by Oliver Cock in his folding 
Tyne Greenland kayak at the YMCA in Lon 
don, and enjoyed canoeing. Then came Na 
tional Service and work which took me away 
from canoeing until the early 1950's. I 
developed the SK method of building round 
bilge kayaks from plywood and published my 
first book - 'The Book of Canoeing', when it 
seemed to me there was no other book on the 
market which catered for the person who just 
wanted to build a canoe (kayak) and paddle it 
with a minimum of fuss - just as I had done 
twenty years earlier. I re-joined the BCU, 
became a Senior Instructor and ran a school 
canoe club. 

In 1981 I moved to Coll, a small island in the 
Inner Hebrides where there is little opportuni 
ty to coach and less to participate in competi 
tion. BCU membership seems to be an in 
dulgence. Then came Basic Membership 
which appeared to be designed just for me. 
The first snag arose when the Scottish 

Canoe Association turned down my re 
application - they do not have Basic 
Membership. So I sent my application to BCU 
HQ. Surprise, Surprise, they turned me down 
too because they have an 'agreement' with 
the SCA. 

Now CoDe is exhorting its readers to plug 
Basic Membership, Canoe Focus is extolling 
Basic Membrship (Editorial, Winter 1983) but 

nowhere does it mention that this is open only 
to English canoeists. Is the BCU an English 
only organisation? In which case it should 
surely be called the English Canoe Union. Or is 
it British? In which case all forms of its 
membership should be open to all regardless 
of where they live in the British Isles. 
Finally, on another tack altogether, why on 
earth do we need yet further bureaucracy to 
encourage paddle to paddle canoes on flat 
water? The main attraction of canoeing (as 
opposed to any form of coaching or competi 
tion - see CoDe No.17, page 11) is its 
freedom from organisation. The BCU should 
spend every spare resource on extending that 
freedom, NOT increasing its bureaucratic 
hold on canoeing. Five percent of its income 
from membership subscription does not im 
press me as trying very hard to improve ac 
cess. As for Long Distance Trails, all those 
mentioned were available in the late 1940's, so 
what is new? 

Let us have less pandering to the desire of 
some people to increase bureaucracy (and 
their own importance) and more common 
sense. 
Dennis Davis 
Isle of Coll, Argyle. 

Dear Sir, 
Improvements to the facilities at Hambelden 
Weir have been under discussion with 
Thames Water. However, these discussions 
are being jeopardised by the use of 
unregistered canoes. 

Could you please publish the enclosed let 
ter in your magazine to bring this matter to the 
attention of all concerned. 
K.I. Parkin 
Marlow, Bucks. 
REGISTRATION OF PLEASURE CRAFT. 
It has come to my attention that the re 
quirements to register vessels with this 
Authority before they are used on River 
Thames is not being observed by some 
canoeists visiting the Hambelden Weir site. 
I should point out that the maximum penal 

ty for this offence against The Thames Con 
servancy Acts has recently been raised to 
£200 and ask that you bring this matter to the 
attention of any persons who are likely to visit 
the Thames in the future. 
Any enquiry regarding the registration of 

craft should be made to:- Director of Finance, 
Thames Water, Income Section, Nugent 
House, Vastern Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 
BDG. Telephone: Reading 593300. 
Barry King 
Deputy Navigation Inspector. 

For full details of the above, or 
catalogue of the extensive range of 
holidays of all kinds on offer, write to: 
YHA Travel, 14 Southampton Street, 
London WC2E 7HY. 
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I FocusClassified I 
FOR SALE 

Expedition Gear Drums with water-tight sealed lids 
as supplied by us to leading outdoor pursuit 
centres, in sizes 30, 50 and 60 litres. These hard to 
find items can be sent to you via United Carriers. 
Telephone or write for quotation including carriage 
charges to The Canadian Canoe Company, P.O. 
Box 22, Congleton, Cheshire. Telephone 
02602.79861 

Tim Ward Canoes - On the A40 15 minutes from 
Hambledon. Call in and see our comprehensive 
range of canoes paddles and accessories from 
Wye Kayaks, Derwent, Coleman, Ace Perception, 
Gees, Kober, Harishok and many other well known 
brands plus our own designs for beginner to 
instructor. Mould hire and materials. P/Ex. Instant 
credit up to £1,000 Access, Barclaycard, Mail 
Order. Mon-Fri 9.00 am - 5.30 pm Sat 9.00 am - 
1 pm. Call, phone or write (SAE appreciated) for 
friendly service and advice. Units 2 and 3. The 
Common, Stokenchurch, High Wycombe, Bucks. 
Radnage (024 0261 959 BCMA Members. 

Kent Water Sports for all canoes and accessories. 
Slalom - GP Boats top brand names for all canoe 
equipment. Club discounts available - Mail Order 
Service. Phone, write or call our showrooms at 15 
High Street, Strood, Rochester, Kent. Telephone 
0634 724403. 

Baron Marlin WW Racer. Woven deck. Kevlar 
Hull, seat and seams polyethylene block 
buoyancy. Nearly new condition, hardly used 
£160. Telephone Guy, Ambleside, Cumbria (09661 
32000. 

Canadian Canoe Moulds. New and unused. 
Proprietry American made. To make 16' 6" and 
17' 5' models together with ancilliary floatation 
and deck moulds. Willing to negotiate on price 
with interested parties. Telephone Ken Mort 
02602. 79861 

Beach Safety Code 26p 
Expedition First Aid 90p (2nd edition) 
Canoeing Abroad This Year B5p 
All prices include p & p 
B. Sheen, 92 Par Green, Par, Cornwall. 

Henderson Chimp Pump. As new £10.00 ono 
Gone Electric. Clacton on Sea (02551 861.291 

C3 - no, not an errorl High volume Jaycee 
Slalom C3, diolen hull, excellent condition, ideal 
for WW touring, take the wife as well as the dog. 
£210.ono. Thule van roof rack £20.00 Tel. 
01.391.0299 

Flossie, a big, black, bouncy, blow up lady - 
suitable for expedition or outdoor centre. Only 20 
days of misuse and in excellent condition. 
(Otherwise an Avon Adventurer 14ft rubber raft). 
£700 (new £1,050) Bowring rig and full specialised 
equipment also for sale. Tel: 01.391.0299 

Delta C1's 
1 GAP £150.00 
1 SAN £200.00 
+ Several Racing Canadian Paddles 
Tiverton 820560 

ZENTH II 
Whitewater racing canoe 
very good condition and watertight. 
Offers around £65 or swap for slalom canoe in 
similar condition. 
Phone: G. Evans, Dorchester 64738 Ext. 44 

RENAULT 2-BAA 
Door fitting roof rack 
Suitable for most models 
Cost £24.00 
Accept 15.00 ono 
Almost New 
Phone: Ralph Tyas, Epsom 21665 

CANOE LIFEGUARDS MANUAL 
Setting up a unit, safety matters 
£7.50 Corps members 
£8.50 non-members 
Conference Report April 83 90p 
Orders/Enquiries SAE 
B. Sheen, 92 Par Green, Par, Cornwall. 
PL242AG. 

Canoes and Accessories at discount prices. 
Nomad, Ace, Coleman, Ottersport, Mark Gees, 
Hawkesworth etc. Wide range of sport and 
recreational equipment at very competitive prices. 
Instant credit up to £1,000! (Send for written 
details). Full price list available from Ski and Sea 
Ltd., Dept. CAN 23-25 Kings Road, Brentwood, 
Essex. CM14 4ER. 

P & H Surfer Mk.II. Red Glitter and Black. Good 
Condition £80. Wetsuit, spraydeck and two fins 
included. Telephone Pads tow 532698 

Two Moonraker touring Singles for sale. 
Mahogany Decks, GAP Hull, Vgc. £90 individually, 
£160 the pair. Telephone Nutfield Ridge 3201. 

Small "Wemlor" Buoyancy Aid - Almost New - 
Good condition - Price £15.00 
S. Riley, 60 Breadalbane Crescent, Motherwell, 
Scotland. 

Everything for the canoeist. New full size canoes 
form £75 - £300. Best range of equipment and 
clothing for canoeists. Mail Order, Hire Canoes, 
second hand canoes. Discounts for schools and 
clubs etc. Send SAE for price list. 
Breakout, 57 Dale Road, Matlock, Derbyshire. Tel: 
0629.57148 

Nordkapp HS in good condition. Bulkheads, 
hatches, chimp pump, decklines, £290 or 
exchange for HM model. 
Telephone Newbury (06351 45732 daytime or 44506 
evenings. 

WANTED 

Nordkapp HM in good condition. Telephone 
Newbury (0635) 45732 daytime or 44506 evenings. 

EXCHANGE 

Good condition Wildwater Dart Racing K1 for 
Good condition Racing K1 - can collect Hastings 
424114 

ACCOMMODATION 

Wye Valley. The Bredwardine Centre, seven miles 
East of Hay-on-Wye and near the Brecon Beacons 
National Park, accommodates small or large 
groups up to 45 people on a self-catering, part or 
full-board basis. In addition, a self contained 4 
bedroomed house is available for small groups and 
family use. These premises stand in attractive rural 
surroundings and are an ideal base for canoeing 
(beginners and experienced canoeists). field 
studies, and mountain walking, with or without 
qualified instruction by centre staff. Caving and 
pony-trekking in the National Park may also be 
arranged. For full details please write to The 
Bredwardine Centre, Bredwardine, Herefordshire. 
Telephone: 04974422 or 08742355. 

HOLIDAYS 

Marine Activities - Situated on slipway, 10 
seconds from beach in Robin Hood's Bay. Exciting 
canoeing in overfalls and surf, or touring (Whitby 
6 miles, Scarborough 18). Canoes and equipment 
hire, storage for your own. Full self catering 
facilities or B&B for individuals or parties. 
Excellent beer. From £7 per night. 0947 880496 

DERBYSHIRE ACTION HOLIDAYS. 
Canoeing/Multi-activity holidays. Peak National 
Park. B&B/Camping near Matlock Bath. Action! 
Brochures - Kirby House, Winster, Derbyshire. 
Telephone: 062988.716 

X-PERSEI HOUSE - The perfect base for group 
and individual canoeing holidays on the River Wye 
in Herefordshire. Low cost short breaks or longer 

stays with residential instructor and BCU 
consultant Chris Charters who can provide 
coaching to advanced standard if required. 
Equipment and transport also available. Beautiful . 
situation, comfortable rooms, great atmosphere 
and good food. Residents own bar. Full or half 
board accommodation with very special rates and 
free places for leaders. Write or ring for free 
brochure: X Persei Hose, Staunton on Wye, 
Hereford HR4 7NF (09817.308) 

INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED 

To work at a modern water pursuits centre on an 
island in the River Thames during 1984 season. 
Apply to: Deputy Warden Ravens Ait Centre, 
Portsmouth Road, Surbiton, Surrey. 

Penlan Adventure: Enthusiastic canoeing 
instructors required from 21 July for up to 6 
weeks. BCU qualified instructors essential. Further 
details: Penlan Adventure, St. Clears, Dyfed, 
SA33 4DW. Tel: 0994.230222 

MAIL ORDER SERVICE from SUZY 

Waist Tow Line ideal for all instructors or anyone 
responsible for canoeists on the water. 
Lightweight belt, easy to use and wear for quick 
and simple towing. price £4.85 
Green Slime Throw Bag Mark II for simple, fast, 
white water rescue. Now introducing a new 
improved design .which· can be carried on the 
person and with improved quality, braided non 
kink, rope. The most convenient method of 
carrying and using a throw rope. price £10.50 
Paddle Mitts "The original" in 5 oz nylon. Have 
any other pogies been used so extensively or 
successfully? 
Canada - Australia - Nepal and by GB and 
French WWR Teams. A proven design. Price 
£5.25 
All prices include P&P. Orders with cash please to 
Sue Hornby (Ref CF) 34, Kelvinbrook, West 
Molesey, Surrey. 

COURSES 

Canoeing courses and holidays. All year round 
programme covering a wide range of abilities and 
special interests. Introductory - lmprovers - 
Surf, Sea and Whitewater - Surf Specialist, 
Whitewater Specialist - French Whitewater 
Specialist - French Whitewater - Slalom/Racing 
Coaching. All BCU Awards - all equipment and 
transport povided. Superb setting in North 
Cornwall. (Residential Centre 100 yards from sea 
with private beach, residents bar and good food. 
Choice of self catering apartments or full/half 
board hotel accommodation. Group specials. 
Details - Jeff Gill, Outdoor Adventure, Forge 
Cottage, Clubworthy, North Petherwin, Cornwall. 
028885 or 056685 303 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Canoe Insurance - Send sae for full details to 
Joan Baker, JB Insurances, 17 /30 High Street, 
Waterbeach, Cambridge. 

Canoe Insurance - Special low rates for BCU 
Members. Contact Weller and Co., 16c Main 
Ridge West, Boston, Lines. Telephone: 
0205.65505 

PGL offer opportunities to work with 
children or families for long or short 
periods as activity (outdoor, sports, 
creative) instructors, Group Leaders, or 
in a wide range of supporting domestic 
and administrative roles at residential 
activity centres in the U.K. and France. 
Details and application form from 
Personnel ~- ~ =•L 
Jobs 18-30's 

PGL Young Adventure 
820 Station Straet 
Ross-ort-Wya HR9 7AH 
Tel: (0989) 64211 
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THE NATIONWIDE GUIDE 
TO CANOE SHOPS 

THE SHOPS BELOW OFFER A FULL RETAIL SERVICE TO CANOEISTS, 
STOCKING A LARGE SELECTION OF CANOES & ACCESSORIES, FROM 

ALL THE LEADING MANUFACTURERS. 
TOP SERVICE & EXPERT ADVICE AVAILABLE. 

VISIT YOUR NEAREST SHOP NOW 
TO SEE THE ALL YEAR ROUND CANOE EXHIBITION 

30 Hunter Street 
Prestwick KA9 1 LG Ayrshire 
Telephone: 0292 78558 , 

~ '~ 
Scottish Agents for all 
Major Canoe & Accessory 
Manufacturers 

LAMMER LAWS 
LEISURE 

Lammerlaws Road, Burntisland 
Fife Scotland Tel: 0592 874270 

Open 10.00 to 6.00 Mon to Fri 
(Weds till 8.00) 

& 10.00 to 5.00 at Weekends 
A Full Range of Canoeing, 
Sailing & Sailboard Equipment 
Available 

jiff1 06904-210 or 323@ 

fi~C9!!f'V8S 
Capel Curig N. Wales 

Open Every Day 8.30 to 8.00 p.m. 

All Leading Makes 
of Canoes & 

Accessories Available 

WE ST Open 9.00 to 5.00 
Mon to Sat 

MIDLANDS 
CANOE CENTRE 

112 New Hall Street, Willenhall 
Telephone: 0902 634567 
A Full Range of Canoes & 
Equipment for Beginner or 
Expert Alike 

WYE KAYAKS 
31 East Street, Hereford 
Telephone: 0432 265453 
Open 9.00-5.30 Mon to Sat 

Huge Stocks of Canoes, 
Kayaks, Outdoor Equipment 
& Accessories. Expert Staff 

WHITEW8TER 
SPORTS Open 9.30-5.30 Mon to Sat 
Shepperton Marina, Felix Lane, 
Shepperton, Middlesex 
Telephone: 0932 247978/ 225988 
Large Range of Canoeing, 
Windsurfing & Outdoor Pursuit 
Equipment. 
Canoe Tuition & Full Demo 
Facilities on our Private Lake. 

WAVEFORM 
64 Millgate, Newark, Notts. 
Telephone: 0636 700362 
Open 9.00 to 5.00 Mon to Sat 

Most Makes of Canoe & 
Accessory Available 

WAVES PORTS 
5 Tudor Court, Harold Court Rd. 
Harold Wood, Romford, Essex. 
Telephone: 04023 73371 

Open 9.30 to 6.00 Mon to Sat 
(Closed Weds) 

Full Range of Canoes & 
Equipment from the Shop or 
our Van at most Slaloms 



Conforms to B.S.1./8.S.M.A. 
Standard 91 where applicable 

Already 
acclaimed by 

the experts in the 
U.S.A. as a breakthrough 

in recreational Kayaks, 
the 'Dancer' represents a 
completely new concept. 

Only 3.5 m ( 11' 7") long, it 
is exceptionally manoeuverable 

without sacrificing forward speed. 
Suitable for heavy water, yet stable 

and easy to paddle-in surf, rivers, lakes and 
white water. For lighter male or female paddlers. 

and its tough 
The end product of years of 
development and testing, the 
'Dancer' is rotationally 
moulded in one piece by the 
unique Gyroflow technique, 
pioneered in the U.S.A., using 
virtually indestructable 
polyethylene, just like the 
already famous Ace 
Perception 'Mirage' - no 
seams, no weak points, no 
leakage. 
The 'Dancer' is now 
manufactured in the U.K., with 
the technology and back-up 
expertise of the world's 
market leaders. 

For more information, contact your nearest selected stockist or sole U.K. manufacturers: - m nc Canoe Products (CttfSTfR)LTD. 
perception :~~i!~~ ~~i: ~;le;:) ;·11111 
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