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CANOE LOCK-IT 
BCU·insurance scheme approved 

Your BCU membership includes insurance, 
but without this lock your boat and paddle 
are not covered for theft. 
Available from 
BCU Supplies ~ 
Pyranha Watersports Centre 

A Canoe Supply Co 
Product 
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Editorial 
11CANOE FOCUS" ON THE NEWS STANDS 
Relatively few governing bodies of sport in 
Britain will have emerged unscathed from the 
effects of those twin scourges of our times, 
inflation and recession. The British Canoe 
Union is certainly not to be counted amongst 
the few, having just closed their books on yet 
another difficult financial year. Balancing the 
accounts has never been a simple undertaking 
for the keepers of the Union's purse, and the 
growing demand for expansion and improve 
ment in services has necessarilyto be tempered 
with the need for sensible financial manage 
ment. "Canoe Focus" is of course, like most, 
caught up in the vicious spiral of escalating 
costs and reducing financial support, and 
despite the valiant endeavours of the Editorial 
Board to improve the standards of their public 
ation, when ingenuity has been stretched to the 
limit and management skills exhausted, it really 
all comes down to money. Yet another reduction 
in the Focus budget for 1 983 has obliged yet 
another rationalisation of production costs, and 
the unfortunate victims on this occasion are 
CHAMELEON PRESS, the Printers of "Focus" 
for the past three years. Sadly, but necessarily, 
the Editorial Board have been compelled to seek 
alternatives to those available from Chameleon, 
and in the event have appointed DDMA Ltd. as 
their printers and design consultants. The new 

arrangements will minimally reduce the cost of 
producing "Focus", but more importantly will 
make available to the Editorial Staff a professional 
design service. Thus, the opportunity will be 
provided to achieve the high standard of 
presentation which is so important for a 
successful magazine. Readers may judge for 
themselves whether the ambitions of the 
Editorial Board have been realised, for this issue 
of "Focus" will bethefirstofthe "new improved" 
version. Another first for "Focus" will be the 
launching of the magazine on the news stands 
this Christmas. Successive Editors have 
grappled with the imponderables of "going 
public" since the early days of "Canoeing in 
Britain" back in the fifties. The crucial question 
has always been, should the magazine cease to 
be a publication for members, by members, and 
about members, so that it might broaden 
readership interest, increase circulation, attract 
more advertising revenue, and subscription 
income, and so enable the production of bigger, 
better, and more frequent issues! Well ..... the 
imponderables still exist, what has changed is 
the confidence of the Editorial Board to sell their 
magazine to non-members of the Union, and 
hopefully in so doing persuade them to join the 
ranks of organised canoeing. Wish us luck, see 
you in Smiths. 

Membership - have we got it right? 
It is too soon to wax eloquent regarding the 
response to the · Union's radical approach to 
membership·, reported in the last issue of 
"Canoe Focus". That it is not a failure however, 
is beyond dispute, and the early indications are 
that it may well be a resounding success. By the 
beginning of the 1983 membership year, that 
is the 1st November, 1 982, new members and 
renewal applications received for all classes of 
membership, other than Family members, were 
in excess of those received by the same date last 
year. Hopefully this encouraging news will 
prompt the Council of Management to now 
provide as a matter of urgency, a new low cost 
Associate membership category for those 
canoeists not requiring the same standard of 
service as Full members. This most obvious of 
membership classes could not be provided 
earlier as the potential reduction of income to 
the Union arising from the loss of Full members 
was considerable, and the very delicate balance 
of the accounts that is maintained between 
surplus and deficit does not permit the luxury of 
financial optimism. However, it does at last 
seem reasonably certain that the Union will be 
enabled to provide a membership package that 

will include a range of benefits that can be sold 
at a price that is directly related to the needs of 
their customers. All has not been sweetness 
and light of course, there have been some 
mumblings and grumblings down at t'rnil, and 
the odd complaints regarding the new 
membership package have been received at 
Headquarters. However, it is reasonable to 
argue that 4 letters of criticism and over 3000 
membership applications could hardly be 
described as a substantial minority ofobjections, 
even though most would readily admit that 
canoeists are wielders of the paddle rather than 
the pen. Dare we hope that the Union's 
Membership Working Party got it right when 
they reported that - 'There are fundamentally 
two sorts of potential members of the Union - 
those who require an improvement in the 
existing benefits of membership and who will 
pay for them, and those who wish to be 
associated with, and be informed about the 
Union's activities, but who do not require the 
same standard of service as the former." It does 
seem they were not far out with the first part of 
their statement, for the second part we'll have to 
wait and see. 



FOURTEEN 
Goon REASONS WHY 

GAYBO 
CANOES & KAYAKS 

CosTMoRE 
1 Over thirty excellent designs to 

choose from. 

2 Only first quality materials ever 
used. 

3 Expert knowledge of materials & 
their use. 

4 Superbly equipped-Temperature 
controlled factory. 

5 Skilled workforce in first class 
working conditions. 

6 Quality control at all stages of 
production. 

7 Customer built Boats with no 
hidden extras. 

8 Liaison with material 
manufacturers to keep pace with 
all latest developments. 

9 Durable boats - built to last. 

10 Boats built to BCMA/BS MA 91 
standards. (unless otherwise 
ordered). 

11 Guaranteed back up service. 

12 Canoeing Directos who know 
the requirements of the sport. 

13 Continuous assessment of 
construction and development. 

14 
YEARS EXPERIENCE IN CANOE MANUFACTURE 

[GAYBD~] WHERE QUALITY COUNTS! 
Sole UK Agents for Kober Paddles and REC. Buoyancy aids. Stocks 
of canoeing accessories and ancillary products available from our 
showroom. 

(International Canoes and Kayaks) Limited 
GAYBO LIMITED, Bellbrook Industrial ESTATE, Bell Lane, Uckfield, TN221QL, East Sussex Telephone: Uckfield (0825) 5891/2. 

Showroom Open: Monday-Friday 0930-17.00-Saturday 10.00-14.00 
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JONAH AND THE SAIL 
In a recent endeavou rto create greater harmony 
and understanding between canoeists and 
"qrottv vachties", Mrs. Sandy Irwin that well 
known canoeist from the Southern Region 
Coaching Panel, recently "tagged" along on a 
Solent yacht cruising trip organised by the 
National Sailing Centre at Cowes. The intrepid 
crew's journey to Cherbourg was cut short by 
an imminent gale warning for the Portland, 
Wight sea areas, and a coastal trip to Weymouth 
was seen as the wise alternative. A near disaster 
was avoided when in heavy pounding seas off 
St. Albans Head, the 32 foot yacht broke its 
mast, and the forces created by the mast and 
sails dragging in the water threatened to capsize 
and sink the stricken yacht. Thanks to the 
skipper's experience, and Sandy's inherent 
instinct as a sea canoeist to dowhatwas right, at 
the right time, the yacht was saved by cutting 
away the rig, the only blow to professional pride 
being the sighting of the incident by some third 
party, and the eventual arrival of the Swanage 
lifeboat, the crew of which insisted on towing 
the yacht into Poole Harbour. 

Due to the harrowing nature of their 
experience, it was decided that the crew should 
put straight back out to sea. The Centre 
provided a brand new boat, which leaked water 
through hatches and companionways for the 
remainder of the week. The crew claimed this to 
be an omen brought on by the presence of a 
female canoeist within their midst! By the end 
of the week however, a strong bond of 
friendship and mutual respect for each other's 
abilities had been forged. 

It is interesting to note that throughout this 
very wet and windy week, Sandy was the only 
one to stay dry and warm. The other crew 
members have since ordered the sea 
expedition cagoules which Sandy designed 
and makes for use at her own centre. When 
asked how she felt at the time of the 
"dernastinq", Sandy replied, 'I wish I'd had my 
kayak handy, I'd have felt a lot happier'. 

MIRTH WITH MANCHESTER 
The September issue of the Manchester Canoe 
Club Newsletter, contains a witty, and sardonic 
piece entitled 'Now here is next year's news. 
most of which is devoted to the British Canoe 
Union and its goings on. Space does not permit 
reproduction of the whole of this very 
entertaining epistle, but here are a couple of 
extracts, (hopefully Manchester will consider 
the whole thing to be a big enough joke not to 
take action against the Union for infringement 
of copyright). 

OCTOBER 
At Llandyssul slalom the water is high, the sun 
shines and competitors enjoy unlimited 
canoeing in perfect conditions but entries had 
been accepted without BCU numbers or the 
correct number of Robertsons Jam Golly 
stickers affixed to the cards. A spokesman for 
the Slalom Executive describes the event as 'an 
unmitigated disaster." 

NOVEMBER 
The British Canoe Union negotiates with a well 
known garden supplier and arranges for all 
members to receive, free of charge, a superior 
quality plastic garden gnome on re-joining the 
BCU. A further increase in subscriptions of £5 
is envisaged, but, as the gnomes retail at£6.50, 
the new deal is described as a "bargain". 

JANUARY 
BCU Ltd. buys a paper shredder for use in the 
office. The new machine is capable of handling 
correspondence at a phenomenal rate and, 
when used in conjunction with the cheque 
spotter, allows the majority of queries to be 
dealt with to the Director's satisfaction without 
the letters being opened. 

FEBRUARY 
BCU Ltd. appoints a "Paper Shredding 
Machine Liaison Officer" on a salary of 
£10,000 per year. At Manchester's annual 
auction sale, two hundred and ninety seven 
plastic garden gnomes are sold for 5p each. 
Three with fishing rods are sold to an air rifle 
owner for target practice. 

APRIL 
Manchester Canoe Club win the Mersey Raft 
Race on a craft constructed entirely of plastic 
garden gnomes. BCU Ltd., in a successful take 
over bid for ICI pie, offers £40 billion. The 
Editorial in Canoe Focus warns paddlers of 
"modest increases in subscriptions". 

Other than the writer's apparent hang up with 
plastic gnomes, which is slightly worrying, 
most of his forecasts have a certain ring oftruth- 
1 am reliably informed that the purchase of a 
paper shredder is being seriously considered 
for example, and certainly the experience of 
Robertsons Jams in the sticky label business 
does make them attractive potential sponsors. 
However, more from Houndog on this subject 
next issue - watch this space! 

FELICITATIONS "FEED BACK" 
The apparent demise of White Water as the, I 
quote, "official magazine of the British Canoe 
Union's Slalom and Wild Water Racing 
Committee", seems to have been signed, 
sealed and delivered, with the publication of 
'Feed Back', a new magazine for slalomists 
whose object, according to its Editorial, "is to 
help the serious slalom racer by providing 
information on a variety of topics". Houndog 
wishes good luck to both magazines in their 
search for readership. Whilst at the time of 
writing this column it is not absolutely clear to 
which market the new commercial and 
independent White Water will be selling, it is 
reasonable to suppose that it will seek to 
provide reading for those not satisfied with 
existing publications. This should mean that we 
can anticipate a dynamic, interesting and 
attractive magazine, competing with other 
similar publications for circulation, and this can 
only be of benefittocanoesport in the long term. 

PARNHAM PERAMBULATES 
Racing enthusiasts will not have forgotten 
Doug Parnham, who, when the mood was upon 
him, reigned supreme as British National K1 
Champion over most distances for almost a 
decade. Many was the time that his brilliantly 

talented performances produced apoplectic 
responses from his supporters and admirers, 
many was the occasion at international events 
that the deep gloom which was a consequence 
of miserable failure by British competitors, was 
relieved by his refusal to be overawed by the 
might of the Russians and East Germans. Well, 
from the 1st January Doug takes up a new 
appointment as the Amateur Rowing Associa 
tion's full-time Coach for Junior Rowing. He will 
take with him the experience gained from 
competition at three successive Olympic 
Games and innumerable World Championships, 
an ability to motivate that is something to be 
seen, enthusiasm and energy, and the heartfelt 
good wishes of all those who have respected 
and admired him over the years. Rowing's gain 
is Canoeinq's loss!! · 

WHITE WATER WITTE RINGS 
In his search for items of interest for his readers, 
a very laudable objective, the Editor of White 
Water Magazine, Stuart Fisher, is beginning to 
demonstrate a Freudian pre-occupation with 
what he perceives as the inevitabledisintegration 
of the British Canoe Union. His most recent 
imaginative comment, vividly describes a call 
from the Sprint, Marathon, and Wild Water 
Racing disciplines to break away and set up 
their own organisations. Surf and Sailing are 
similarly reported as expressing their dissatis 
faction with the Union, and questioning the 
value of retaining their association with other 
canoeing interests. Roger Annan, the Chairman 
ofthe Union's Sports Management Committee, 
that is the Committee responsible for overseeing 
the affairs of the competitive disciplines, was 
sufficiently concerned on reading of these 
alleged murmurings of disaffection, to pose the 
question, 'Is it true?' to a meeting of the Chair 
men of all those Committees referred to by 
White Water. Other than Surf, the response 
was blank denial. It would be idle to suppose 
that the 10 disciplines, 9 regions, 4 national 
associations, and various other interests 
represented within the Union, the 500 odd 
clubs, and 1 2,000 and more members, all 
regard the division of the Union· s resources, the 
quality of service with which they are provided, 
or the order of priorities established, as entirely 
satisfactory. I nevitablywith an organisation that 
represents such diverse interests, some will get 
more than others, and usually it will be those 
who shout the loudest who get the most. Surf, 
as a peripheral canoeing activity, with many 
participants who do not consider themselves to 
be canoeists at all, but surfers, have not enjoyed 
the support from the Union they perhaps 
deserve, though even this is arguable. As for the 
rest, they know which side their bread is 
buttered - International Grant, Preparation 
Training Grant, and Sports Aid Foundation 
Awards are just three small examples of vast 
sums of money, which together with 
sponsorship, amounts to well over£ 1 50,000 
paid out to Marathon Racing, Wild Water 
Racing, Slalom, Racing and Sailing during the 
past year. And that doesn't include facilities and 
equipment provided for their exclusive use. No 
Stuart, I fearyour prognosticating suffers from a 
lack of objective evidence, I can only give you 
2/10 for trying hard to improve the news 
quality of your magazine! 

GARRULOUS GORDON 
Those readers who consider Radio 4 to be 
entertainment, will probably have been edified 
by the "Breakaway" programme one Saturday 
morning in September when the subject of 
Canoeing was being kicked around. The pundit 
pontificating on this occasion was Gordon 
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The MIRAGE and the QUEST out-date glass fibre, just as glass fibre 
outdated wood and canvas. 

Deck and hull are one-piece rotationally moulded from the 
revolutionary and virtually indestructible high-density cross-linked 
polyethylene - giving greatest durability and virtually eliminating the need 
for maintenance and repair. 

No seams, no weak points, no leakage. 

The~est 
~ 

General-purpose Kayak, with the same high 
specifications as the Mirage, (including 
centre bracings.adjustable Yakima 
footrests and one-piece moulded 
knee braces), but with a higher 
volume.a 

• r. back-strap, 
and a longer 
in-water keel line 
(with less rocker at the 
ends) to give better 
directional stability for 
a wide variety of uses, 
including sea.canoeinq. 
touring and wpite water. 

/ 

he Mirage 

I 

Excellent directional stability and 
good on turns. Number one on 

SAFETY - centre bracings, which also 
provide buoyancy and eliminate the 

risk of deck collapse. 
·' ,,., Adjustable Yakima footrests and adjustable 

seat, together with one- piece moulded knee 
braces, providing optimum performance and 

comfort. 

If you want to know more, contact your nearest 
selected stockist, or the sole U.K. manufacturers:- 

A. C. Canoe Products (CHESTER> LTD 
P.O. Box 62, Chester, England. Tel. (0244) 311711 
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Richards, the past Director of the British Canoe 
Union. His main theme, apart from Gordon, was 
the publication of his book The Complete Book 
of Canoeing and Kayaking! No complaints 
about that, everyone's entitled to make a living, 
but during the fascinating discussions with the 
interviewer, Gordon mysteriously failed to 

mention the existence of the British Canoe 
Union as the governing body for the sport and 
recreation of canoeing, that provides detailed 
information on every conceivable aspect of the 
art. The Canoe Camping Club on the other hand 
received a magnificent plug, and good luck to 
them, but it does make you think! 

BOOK REVIEW 
Canoeing - a Puffin Adventure Sports Book by 
Peter Little and David English. 
An appraisal by Philip Blain. 

60 pages for 95 pence, a good start, cheap - 
what about the value? Clear pictures, an easy 
text,and fun to read. Withoutdoubtagood book 
to fire the interest of our novice and younger 
paddlers. 
The publication sets out with a purpose with 

simple text and diagrams to excite and 
stimulate an interest. The text is short, concise 
and easy to read and understand. Full of 
information, much can be learned, and the 
diagrams add volumes to this text, and are far 
better than the normal photographs expected 
in such books. Photographs are nice to look at, 
but the expert looping the stopper seems far out 
of touch, whereas these diagrams want you to 
explore more, firing the imagination as you turn 
the pages. After giving this book to school 
children, this is what I noticed most in the eyes 
as the book was browsed. 
The picture explaining slalom typifies the 

information shown in one diagram, explaining 
much of the workings of a slalom. I am 
concerned however, with the use of words at 
one point "These gates are placed rather 
haphazardly to give the canoeist a difficult time". 
Perhaps a better use of words could have been 
found. On turning the page however, the picture 
of the canoeist battling through a gate seems to 
cover all ills, his expression tells all. 

.. 
Start Here if You Wont 
to Pod~le Your Own Canoe 

A glaring mistake is the picture of an old type 
slalom C2 labelled a WWR C2. A 1981 
publication shouldn't have that type of mistake, 
and I am surprised by the inclusion of the 'high 
telemark' - rather a position than a stroke. But 
these few points are insignificant when 
summing up the book as a whole. In touch with 
Kayak and Canadian (how many books tell you 
how long a Canadian Paddle should be) this is a 
terrific book, good value for money, informative, 
but most important, very readable. A welcome 
addition to anybody's library. 

Patriotic Pride 
Paul Zetter, SAF Chairman, is determined that Sports Aid Foundation support for amateur 
sportsmen and sportswomen will not falter despite the recession and massive unemployment. 

In a comment article in a recent issue of the Sports Council's magazine, Sport and Leisure, Mr. 
Zetter said: "When people ask me how I can justify raising money to pay for sports training at a time 
when three million peopleareoutofwork, I replywith my own question. "Why did 12 million British 
people get out of their beds at three in the morning to watch Robin Cousins win an Olympic gold 
medal?" 
The answer, of course, is pride. Patriotic pride. When a British competitor wins a gold medal it lifts 

up our hearts .... No competitor who stands sufficiently high in the world rankings of his or her event is 
overlooked by SAF if there is a genuine need for financial assistance. 

Wild Water Racing - Putting the record straight. 
Wild Water Racing enthusiasts have quite 
properly complained that there was no 
reference in the Editorial comment "We are the 
Champions", contained in the last issue of 
"Canoe Focus", to the successes of the Wild 
Water Racers in World Championships held 
during the past decade. May we put the record 
straight, and hopefully placate the wrath of Wi Id 
Water Racers, by reporting that medals have 
been won in World Wild Water Racing 
Championships, since they were first estab 
lished in 1959 as follows- 

1971 - Marano, Italy 
Bronze Medal C2 Men's Team Event 
Allen/Williams; Bradley/Swift; Goodwin/Court. 

1975-Skopje, Yugoslavia 
Gold Medal Kl Women·sTeam Event 
H. Peacock; P. Goodwin; B. Mitchell. 

Silver Medal Individual K 1 Women- H. Peacock. 
Bronze Medal Individual K 1 Women P. Goodwin. 

1979 - Jonquiere, Canada 
Silver Medal Individual Kl Men- R. Campbell. 
Bronze Medal Kl Men's Team Event- 
R. Campbell; J. Hibble; D. Taylor. 
Bronze Medal Kl Women·sTeam Event 
H. Peacock; S. Hornby; J. Adams. 

1981 - Bala, North Wales 
Silver Medal Kl Men's Team Event 
J. Hibble; J. Truran; D. Taylor. 
Bronze Medal Kl Individual Women -A. Plant. 

1 gold, 3 silvers and 5 bronze medals in 1 0 
years, is a truly magnificent performance by any 
standards, and hopefully the red faces of the 
Editorial Staff will be a small compensation for 
their omission. 

Please send for free brochure of: 
NOVA range of competition slalom kayaks 
HARRIER HAWK all purpose kayak 
Junior HARRIER junior kayak 
HERON general purpose kayak 
HURON 14ft., 16ft., 18ft. open Canadian 
touring canoes 
HURRICANE Surf Kayak 
HUNTSMAN sea kayak 
HORIZON touring double kayak 
Tick brochure required 
Name _ 

Address _ 
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COACHING CONFERENCE ·12 
The theory and ... 

8/C. Practice of canoe poling. 
D. Sam Cook, sea canoeist 

extraordinaire tries the 
ups and ... 
Downs of a new dimension, 
the racing C 1. 
'You come and try it", 
offers rolling demonstrator 
Joe Morris from Merseyside. 

G. Venerable Coaching Organiser 
from the South West 
Ron Moore balancing the 
converted scull. 
Below: How sea canoeists 
eat fibreglass. 
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SURFS UP! 

CO-OPERATE IN 
CANOE BUILDING 

•.. l''{fO 
\/Jf:\'' 

Person or Persons to join 
Commercial Canoe Building 
Co-operative, Workington, Cumbria. 

A Commercial Workers Co-operative is planned, on the 
basis of an existing enterprise; premises, moulds, 
equipment etc. are all on hand. 
Full-time commitment and some capital will be required. 
Whilst experience in canoe construction would obviously 
be advantageous, instruction and advice will be available. 
Enquiries in writing to - 
West Cumbria Co-operative Development Group, 
c/o J. Mitchell, P. May, Netherhall Centre, 
MARYPORT, Cumbria. 

The canoe surfing season is nearly over. By the 
time this magazine is available, the British Surf 
Championships which represent the grand 
finale in the surf world, will have been held at 
Freshwater Bay in Pembrokeshire. The final 
results will be to hand, and the ranking list for 
the year will have been collated. 
This season has seen a new and very 

distinctive style of surfing emerge. This style is 
linked with the radical designs of surf skis now 
being produced. The shorter more manoeuvr 
able surf skis, which bear more resemblance to 
a short surf board, rather than the traditional ski, 
have highlighted the trend towards radical 
manoeuvres of the type never before seen in 
traditional surfing. The manoeuvres include the 
lip turn, which until this time, all surf canoeists 
have watched with envy, their boardy 
counterparts perform. This radical new style 
has also seen the demise of some of the old 
masters who were renowned for their long 
controlled runs and artistically performed 
tricks. 
This new style of surfing was in evidence at 

the English National Surf Championships 
which were held this year at Croyd Bay in North 
Devon on 7 /8 October. It was noticeable that 
no surf kayaks made the final in this event. This 
was in spite of the thought by many, that the 
conditions were more suitable for the surf kayak 
type of craft. 

The increased interest in the cornpetrnon 
side of surf canoeing, is highlighted by the 
number of competitors, over 100, who took 
part in this event. This trend was further 
highlighted by the amount of sponsorship 
which the event attracted. Major prizes of a surf 
ski and surf slalom kayak were donated by Palm 
Glass Fibre and Cornish Fibre products 
respectively. The major wet suit manufacturers 
of North Devon also made donations of custom 
made wet suits for class winners. These firms 
include 'Ra' wet suits, Alternative Surf and 
Second Skin. 
Whilst the old stagers, could be seen getting 

measured for their custom wet suits to conform 
with modern trends, the old guard could be 
seen in their 'pointy jobs' (slalom surf Kayaks) 
demonstrating the dying art of surf canoeing as 
performed in a slalom type kayak. Although 
present trends are to abolish the use of slalom 
type kayaks in surf, one can only admire the very 
high degree of skill which is demonstrated by 
the slalom paddlers at competition level. It is still 
felt by many that this tradional art should be 
maintained at all costs. 
The number of very skilled and very 

competent juniors now entering competition 
has further highlighted the expansion in this 
branch of the sport. Although a competition for 
juniors is staged at each event, their usuallylight 
bodyweights and quick reflexes, quite often see 
them competing side by side with the best of 

the seniors. This can be seen most clearly when 
two juniors made the finals of the senior open 
event. 

SANDY IRWIN 
The results of the English Nationals are as 
follows: 
Slalom 
1 st. D. Rosenberg 28 points 
2nd K. Trudgeon 27 points 
3rd G. Adgock 25 points 
4th T. Styles 23 points 
5th C. Gunningham 21 points 
6th A. Miles 20 points 
Open Class 
1st M. Rowley 32 points 
2nd R. Pountney 31 points 
3rd M. Keeble 30 points 
4th R. Green 29 points 
5th A. Knight 26 points 
6th N. Dungey 26 points 
Junior Class 
1st N. Dungey 30 points 
2nd R. Pountney 27 points 
3rd M. Alderton 2 7 points 
Ladies 
1st C. Major 29 points 
2nd J. Kent 24 points 
3rd S. Irwin 24 points 
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Weare 
• • cont1nu1ng 

the tradition 
by continual 
development 
A full range of canoes with your 
own choice of recessed deck 

fittings. Hatches, Buoyancy etc. 
Our showroom contains all your 
requirements. Ring, send S.A.E. 

or call. 

Valley Canoe 
Products Ltd., 
Private Road 4, 
Colwick, Nottingham 
Tel: 0602 614995 

Islander 
FOR FULL DETAILS, WRITE, CALL, 
OR PHONE WYE KAYAKS, 31, EAST ST, 
HEREFORD tel 265453 

•AVONCRAF» 
Visit our Showrooms and see the largest, best 
value selection of Kayaks, Canoes, Sailboards and 
Accessories in the trade. 

* Complete range of Touring - General Purpose - 
Slalom - Whitewater - Sea and Surf 
Kayaks/Canoes. 

* See the new patented Schlegel Prijon Paddles. 
New stocks of Kober and Schlegel Paddles. 
Complete range of G.P. Paddles and Kits. 

* Large range of finest value Wetsuits and 
Shorties. Boleros with Flexi Sleeves - Paddle 
Jackets etc. 

* Swedish Load Carriers - Kayak Cradles - V 
Bars. Loading Straps - Trailers. 

* Stockists of all leading brand products. 

FANTASTIC SPECIAL OFFER UNTIL 1st JUNE, 1982. 
A world famous 'KLINGER' Spray Deck or Paddle Jacket 
supplied FREE with every Kayak or Canoe purchased. 

Phone or write for our 1982 Colour Brochure & Price list. 

d ti. '- AVONCRAFT, 

'"'

lft~ \'~ Burrowfield Industrial Estate, 

~ 

Welwyn Garden City, 
Herts. AL7 4SR. 
Tel: 070 73 30000. 

Suppliers to:- H.M Forces - Education Authorities 
Canoe Clubs - Exporters. 
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COMMONWEAL TH 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
The Second Commonwealth Canoe and Kayak 
Championships were held in Australia prior to 
the Brisbane Games in the first days of October. 
The Mayor of Grafton, New South Wales, 
welcomed the Slalom and Wild Water com 
petitors to the Nymboida course, a natural 
waterway underneath one of Australia's oldest 
power stations, which had been improved and 
modified by the use of bulldozing equipment on 
the top section. Although continuous rain had 
substantially increased the amount of water in 
the river, the days of the actua I com petition 
dawned warm and dry. 
The Slalom Course ran across three distinct 

sections of the river, the tail fall, a section of 
rapids similar to the dogs leg on the Tryweyn 

and finally the Tennis Court rapid. This final fall 
was an impressive natural drop but unfortun 
ately it consisted of three stoppers each of 
which was capable of capsizing, after each 
wave, shallow ledges led on to the next. This 
configuration was responsible for a number of 
incidents which included some nasty injuries.A 
polycarbonate crash hat was split completely in 
two, Steve Chapman (N.Z.) suffered a black eye, 
scarred nose, cuts to his cheek and hands, and 
one of the C1 paddlers ground his knuckles to 
the bone after capsizing over the shallow 
ledges. In the event the Australians dominated, 
due in great part, to their knowledge of the 
Tennis Court Fall. As one continues down the 
result sheet some ofthe names make interesting 
reading. Finishing 9th in the Mens K 1 was Bob 
Campbell, far more renowned for his activities 
on the Wild Water Course. In the Womens K 1 
Sue Garriock of BRITAINS SLALOM TEAM 
finished just in front of Sue Hornby BRITAINS 
WILD WATER RACING CHAMPION, who 
went on to win the RIVER RACE in fine style. 

The Commonwealth Slalom Champions 
for 1982 are: 
MENS K1 - Ian Gardener (AUS) 286.45, 
WOMENS K1 - Gillian Warren (NZ) 375.06, 
MENS C1 - Kevin Songberg (AUS) 363.44. 
The River Race represented more fully the 

capacities of English paddlers. Dave Taylor, 
suffering from the effects of jet lag and lacking 
in knowledge of the river, finished 2nd in the 
MENS K 1, an event won by Peter Genders 
(AUS) 7 seconds faster in a time of 21 mins 
42.83. 

Susan Hornby swept away any hint of 
competition putting Lyn Goodwin (NZ), who 
finished second, over one minute behind. 
Susan retained the title she first won in 
Grandtully, Scotland, in a time of 24 mins 
23.61. The MENS C1 represented a clean 
sweep for Australia as Geoff Donavan, Glen 
Gaynor and Craig McKay, paddling on their 
home water, finished within seconds of each 
other. The winner taking 25 mins 29.26 to 
complete the course. 

LLANGOLLEN TOWN SLALOM 
As usual a crisp and bright weekend welcomed paddlers to the final leg 
of the British Championships. A new course designer appeared on the 
scene - Richard Fox, who was determined to set an unusual and taxing 
course which would give paddlers a test of all the skills. For the first time 
the start was moved down riverabout200 metres to just before the small 
fall above the Town Fall withthefinishatthe Hand Hotel.Asimilarcourse 
would be used for the International event the next weekend. 

There were some unusual manoeuvres including a paddle back up 
through the Town Bridge for gates 16 and 1 7, also a move across the top 
of the bottom fall from gate 21 to 22. 

The normal home paddlers were joined by Martin McCormick and 
David Hearn of the U.SA, over for an early practice for the International. 
Both paddlers were to prove that they had quickly adapted to the British 
waters. After the first K 1 runs we were to see Pete Godfrey in the lead with 
no sign of Fox on the leader board. He appeared to be suffering from 
effects of having to design the course, or was his course just too hard! In 
the C 1 event Hearn was dominating whilst in the Ladies event Sharman 
was narrowly ahead of Roderick. 

A few hours later the second runs had completely changed this. Fox 
had appeared on top with a result of ( 187.4) followed by Roger 
Manwaring ( 1 93.8) and Albert Kerr ( 1 94.3) who had made a return to 
training after his retirement following Canoe '81. Perhaps we can expect 
to see him in contention for a Worlds' place next summer. Everyone is 
fully aware of his capabilities and he now appears to be back in full training. 
His non-appearance in the Wine Bar would seem to back this up! 
Martin McCormick gave a very creditable performance to finish 4th, 

just ahead of Martin Welsh, a promising youngster from Ribble Canoe 
Club. 

In the Ladies event we were to see a turn around with Roderick (225.8) 
narrowly beating Sharman (22 7.3) followed byasteadilyimprovingJane 
Wilson (229. 7) with Sue Small fourth and SueGarriock fifth. David Hearn 
(21 0.2) maintained his lead over Hedges (220.0) with Les Williams 
(235.3) of Tiverton beating Bell and Cook from Bedford and Bath 
respectively. 

Following the retirement of Young/Munro from paddling, Britains top 
crew of Robin Williams and Eric Jamieson gave an impressive display to 
win the C2 class in (229.1) followed by Joce/Owen (244.1 ), Smith/ 
Smith and Read/Read of the Falcon Canoe Club in Oxford. 

The final British Rankings are:- 

K 1 Men Premier Ladies K1. C1. C2. 
1. R. Fox 1. E. Sharman 1. M. Hedges 1 . Jamieson/ 

Williams 
2. R. Manwaring 2. (S. Garriock 2. P. Keane 

(J. Roderick 
2. Joce/Owen 

3.J. Dolon 3. J. Taylor 3. Smith/Smith 
4. N.Wain 4.J.Wilson 4. L. Williams 4. Read/Read 
5. A. Kerr 5. C. Pallett 
6. P. McConkey 6. G.Allen 

SLALOM SENIOR TRAINING SQUAD 
Over the weekend the selection committee and the team management 
group met (again in Gales Wine Bar) to select the winter Training Group 
within the Policy announced earlier in the year. Whilst the main priority 
was to select a squad tocoverthe 1 983 World Championships it was also 
necessary to take into account the ongoing commitment. The squad is: 

K1 Men K1 Ladies C1 C2 
R.Fox E.Sharman M.Hedges Jamieson/Williams 
R.Manwaring S.Garriock P.Keane Joce/Owen 
J.Dolon J.Roderick J.Taylor Smith/Smith 
N.Wain J.Wilson L.Williams Read/Read 
A.Kerr C.Pallett R.Donan 
P.McConkey S.Small P.Bell 
G.Helsby C.Allen 
R.Smith 
J.Rennocks 

The squad will be holding monthly weekend meets on the Tryweryn 
with gym sessions and lecture evenings. 
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XMAS CARDS 
6 per pack-£1. 75 

1983 PICTORIAL CALENDAR-£1.95 

THE NEW 'CANOEING HANDBOOK' 
Second edition - Now in Stock - £6.00 

NEW CANOE LOCK 
Approved by B.C.U. Insurance scheme - only £8.50 

SPECIAL OFFER 
GUIDE TO WATERWAYS 

plus 
CANOEISTS MAP 

were £4.25 - Now only £3.50 the pair 

XMAS RUSH SERVICE 
Orders despatched on day of receipt 

B.C.U. SUPPLIES 
45 High Street, Addlestone, Surrey KT15 lJY 

FINEST DESIGNS 
HIGHEST 
STANDARDS 

THE BRITISH CANOE MANUFACTURERS 
ASSOCIATION 
A.C. CANOE PRODUCTS LTD., 
PO Box 62. Chester. Tel: 0244 311711 
ARROWCRAFT MARINE LTD., 
19 L1ngf1eld Close. Great Wyrley. Walsall. WS6 6LT Tel: 0922 415045 
AVONCRAFT. 
Burrowheld. Welvvyn Garden City. Herts. Tel: 07013 30000 
CANOE CENTRE KIRTON KAYAKS LTD., 
Mdrsh Lane. Credrton. Devon. Tel: 03632 3295 
GAYBO LIMITED, 
Bell Lane. Bellbrook Industrial Estate. Uckfield. East Sussex. TN22 1 OL. 
Tel: 0825 5891 
HARISHOK LTD .. 
Unit 3. Clarendon Trading Estate. Hyde. Cheshire. Tel: 061 368 9216 
JIM HARGREAVES, 
Canoe Kayak Specialist. Capel Cung. Snowdoma. Tel. 06904 210 
CHRIS HAWKESWORTH LTD .. 
Glasshouses Mill. Pateley Bridge. Harrogate. Yorks. 
Tel: 0423 711624 Telex 57986 
LENDAL PRODUCTS LTD., 
30 Hunter Street. Prestwick. Ayrshire. Tel: 0292 78558 
P & H FIBREGLASS LTD., 
Old Stanley Colliery. Station Road. West Hallam. llkeston Tel: 0602 320155 
PALM GLASS FIBRE MOULDINGS. 
Unit 12. Marsh Lane. Easton In Gordano. Bristol. Tel: 027581 4865 
TRYLON LTD .. 
Wollaston. Wellingborough. Northants. Tel: 0933 664275 
VALLEY CANOE PRODUCTS LTD .. 
Pr111ate Road 4. Colwick Estate. Nottingham. Tel: 0602 614995 
WYE KAYAKS, 
31 East Street. Hereford. Tei: 0432 65453 

FAMILIAR NAMES THAT OFFER YOU THE 
BEST IN CANOES 

Write or ru1q for full oeraus 

Take your pick 
fro111 

the Pocket People 

Expedition Jacket 
- Used by all major expeditions 

over the last five years. 

5POCKETS 

Instructor Jacket 
- For your casual bits. 
As above but with 

2 POCKETS 

And of course the best selling 
"SHORTIE" 

All and more at Crystal Palace 
and discerning Agents 
- or Mail order from: 

Chris Hawkesworth Ltd. 
Wild-Water Centre, 
Glasshouses Mill, 

Harrogate 
HG35QH 

Tel: 0423 711624, 
Telex: 57986 
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ICF To discuss 
rule changes 
Following pressure from the ICF Board, the Slalom and Wild Water 
Committee have considered changes in the rules, mainly slalom to make 
the sport more attractive to spectators and reduce the numbers of judges. 
The Committee have proposed to the ICF Executive that minimum boat 
weights be introduced, the penalty regulations be changed to simplify 
scoring, and the number of gates reduced to speed up runs. Full details 
will be announced aher the ICF have considered these proposals. 

We understand, they are:- 
1. To revert the buoyancy aid rule to a vest worn on the upper body with 
buoyancy equally distributed back and front. 
2. That the minimum boat weights will be 7 kg C 1 /K 1 Slalom, 11 kg C2 

Slalom with Wild Water boats being slightly heavier. No change to 
boat design rules except that slalom boats need a 2 cm radius on the 
horizontal plane. 

3. The Slalom course will be shortened to 24 gates. 
4. The only penalty will be 20 points for missing or touching a gate. 
5. There will be no rule on presentation. Practice events will be held at 

Lofer, Bourg St.Maurice and Augsburg in 1 983 with probable 
introduction in 1985. 

Europa cup will be two events from 1 984 which can be in the same 
country. 

OLIVER'S CHALLENGE MATCH 
REPORT BY TOM CRONIN 

The year 1958 - at least that's what you might 
have thought, had you seen the start list of a 
slalom that was held at Hambledon Weir in 
June. The event was a challenge that Oliver 
Cock threw open to any paddler who had 
competed with him in those early days. 

Six competitors took up the challenge: Jim 
Barbour (Augsburg, 1957), Bill Goodman 
(Merano, 1953), Bill Horsman (Merano, 
1953), Bill Crockett (Augsburg, 1957), lain 
Carmichael (Geneva, 1 959) and Don Lucas 
who had helped Paul Farrant in his training for 
the Geneva World Championships, 1959 
when he won his Gold medal in the K 1 class. 
There were also quite a number of veteran 
paddlers who came along, Paul Mayhew, Tony 
Cox, John Short, Frank Masters, John Lloyd, 
Chris Hazel, and Eric Blade. Heather Goodman 
(Augsburg, 195 7), Margaret Bellord and Pepy 
Mouque came along to watch. 

For the rest of us, it was intriguing to watch 
the building of a Spuhler M k.V. by Bill Goodman, 
all unfolded from a bag, and to lih that 
revolutionary canoe, the Klepper 'Jet' which 
weighed about 56 lbs. 
The course had twelve gates, with a five-pole 

barrier and two single-pole 360 ° turns. We 
tried to keep to the old rules as far as possible. 
All the paddlers were given an opportunity to 
practise on the Saturday. The weir was in good 
form, of about Div.I I I standard. 

Saturday night was enlivened by the Chalfont 
Park C.C. annual barbeque which was held in 
the old Boat House, just down-stream from the 
weir. This was to bring many memories back to 
our veterans of days when they slept on the 
floor round the old railway boiler at winter 
training sessions. Oh, happy days' With a few 
bottles of wine and some cans of beer well and 
truly down, everyone was ready for the follow 
ing day's event. 
The first runs began at the unearthly hour of 

10.30 am. Oliver went for the high cross, 
looking good, but he misjudged the flow and 
was pushed down onto the barrier and only just 
managed to pull out without hitting. By the end 
of these runs Jim Barbour was in the lead. Paul 
Mayhew, although classed as a veteran, 
demonstrated how it should be done, even 
beating some Div.I. paddlers. By the time we 
were ready to start the second runs the tension 
was beginning to build up and the expressions 
on some of the faces were those of world 
champions. 

In the end it was Jim Barbour who won the 
day, with Bill Horsman hard on his heels. Oliver 
came in third of his class. There was, of course 

some appropriate handicapping, for the ages of 
both competitors and their canoes. All in all, it 
was a great weekend, not least for the marvellous 
prizes which Bill Crockett had made for the 
occasion. Oliver was extremely pleased to get a 
miniature rocking chair with a silver paddle 

resting across the arms. He frankly admits 
hoping to get one of these ever since he saw 
Margaret Bellordgetonewhen she retired from 
the competition scene some years ago. 

Results 
Best 
Run Age Canoe TOTAL 

T.Cox 154 38 30 222 
P. Mayhew 138 60 30 228 
J. Barbour 195 40 - 235 
E. Blake 177 30 30 237 
I. Carmichael 161 54 30 245 
W. Horsman 216 10 20 246 
J. Lloyd 197 36 20 253 
0. Cock 247 - 10 257 
W. Crockett 215 28 20 263 
C. Hazel 172 66 30 268 
F. Masters 244 54 - 298 
H.Goodman 283 28 - 311 

' ! • ---'.~ 

Bill Goodman in his Spuhler MK V. Folding Kayak. 
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An ingenious design m 3mm 
double-hned neoprene. gives 
gnp warmth and the use of the 
hand without the need for re 
moving the mII 
Please state small. medium or 
large 

n 35 

separate lhumo 

This new design gives a 
sllmmer fit but the underarm 
gussets still allow a generous 
amount ol room m the 
shoulders. The waterproof no 
openmg also gives greater 
comfort m warm weather It Is 
made from 4oz nylon and Is 
available tn red. royal or red 
and royal 
Please state chest size for 
small. medium. large or extra 
large 
C1695 

cutaway palm d,v,s,on lor loref,nger 

NEOPRENE SKULL CAP 
Made trom 3mm double-hned 
neoprene. these caos are 
des,gned for use under 
helmets The scalloomg 
around the ears 
allows for unimpaired 
hearing Ideal 101 sur11ng or 
wtute water 

C4 50 

A/I prices include post and paclong Access and Barclaycard welcome 
Please send cash with order by mail or telephone w,th Access or Barclaycard number 

~~~"tY @ \a~t\\~tS 
t~eading South .... 
-Then Why Not Poplnto 

Palm 
Specialist Supplies Of: * Canoes.Kayaks& Surf Ski's * Accessories by: 

Ace Harrishot,Gull, Lendal,W.W.Centre & V.C.P. 

THE WORKSHOP& SHOWROOM 

• 
is conveniently situated 2 miles • 
from the GORDANO SERVICES 
on the MS-Junction 19. 

Palm 
Canoes and Kayaks 
Unit 12, Marsh Lane. Enton-in-Gordano, Nr. Bristol. 8S20 ONW 
Tel: Pill (027681) 4865 

Tim Ward 
canoes and kayaks 

A comprehensive range of 

Canoes Paddles and 

Accessories 

Specialists in boat repairs 

and alterations 

Henley Villa, 
Wycombe Road, 
Stokenchurch, 
Buckinghamshire HP14 3RJ. 

Radnage(024026) 2959 - 24hr 

Access, Visa, Instant Credit 

CANOES 
AT SENSIBLE PRICES 
CANOES: SLALOM, TOURING, 
WHITEWATER, CANADIAN & 
DOUBLES General Purpose 

and Trainers 
CHOOSE from our comprehensive 
range, over 25 designs catering for the 
Enthusiast, Novice and Family. Be it 
competition or fun we have it. Popular 
models inclue KW7, KW4, Snipe and 
Lindesfarne, Dauphin and Shuttle 

For details contact: 
D & S MARINE 
Limited 
Seddul Bahr, 
Allington Lane, 
West End, 
Southampton 
Tel: (West End) 3379 
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FOSTERS DRAUGHT 
INTERNATIONAL 
Llangollen - 30th/31st October 
PHOTO STORY- KEITH WILLIAMS. 

For the second weekend in succession the 
pretty border town of Llangollen echoed to the 
reverberation of loud-speaker systems and the 
crack of fibre-glass as, hot on each other's 
heels, canoeists tumbled down the Town Falls 
in pursuit of medals in the Foster's Draught 
International. 
Apart from the International Competition 

events were also held for the Home Inter 
national Championships and for the first time 
Inter-regional Championships. Practice began 
late on Friday afternoon, with a period also 
available early on the Saturday morning. One of 
the features of the event was the friendly 
atmosphere generated amongst the com 
petitors as teams representing the nine regions 
and the Home Countries walked the course 
considering how the team could best tackle 
the gate sequences instead of the intensively 
personalised approach which is prevalent at 
the usual individual competitions. 

Saturday began fairly overcast as grey misty 
clouds covered the rounded hills through 
which the River Dee passes. In the town the 
first competitors started their runs right on the 
dot of 9.30 crossing a sequence of gates 
above and below the upper weir before the 
steep drop down the Town Falls into the 
narrowing confines of the fast water above the 
bridge. Utilising the fast water below the 
bridge the third sequence of gates crossed the 
river to the final drop over the broken weir after 
which a short sprint took the competitors to 
the finishing line outside the Hand Hotel. 
Camera positions covering all sections of the 
course gave good coverage for the BBC 
Grandstand cameras which filmed the event 
for transmission the following weekend. 

For the first time the new International Folk 
Centre in Llangollen was used as the competi 
tion control centre, a facility which contributed 
to the smooth running of the whole event and 
also acted as a focal point for press, camera 
crews and dignitaries from Llangollen and the 
Foster's Sports Foundation. 

The main event of the weekend featured 
three of the reigning World Champions as well 
as many of the British Team paddlers in many 
instances representing their Home Country of 
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
The Ladies K 1 event was won by Liz Sharman 

with two clear runs the fastest of which was 
224.95. In second place the current British 
Champion, Jane Roderick, who was on this 
occasion slower on the water and was unable 
to clear the course on her second run without 
picking up a five point penalty on one of the 
early gates. In third place Ulrike Deppe, the 
West German World Champion, was unfortu 
nate enough to pick up a 50 for wrong 
presentation at a gate on herfirst attempt at the 
winding course, her clear second run left her 
still twenty three seconds behind the winner. 

In the Men's Cl International Jon Luqbill 

recovered from an early set-back at gate six to 
complete a clear run in the second fastest time 
of the day, only Martyn Hedges was faster on 
the water but in picking up a penalty for wrong 
presentation on his first run his opportunity 
was lost. The surprise in the C 1 class was Les 
Williams (GBR) who produced a fast and clear 
second run to finish only one second behind 
the World Champion in second place. In spite 
of his devastating form the weekend before 
David Hearn (USA) could manage no better 
than fourth place appearing slow on the water 
and turning in a scruffy second run which did 
nothing to dispel the problems he appeared to 
have. 

Richard Fox Britain's Kayak World Champion 
was once again absolutely dominant in his 
class. Not only fast on the water he produced 
clean and precise approaches and exits to the 
gates with a regularity that must be difficult to 
match. Both his runs down the course were 
within tenths of a second of each other only a 5 
point penalty separated the two runs even 
though the slowest time he produced would 
have still won him the competition by a clear 
margin. As it was Roger Manwaring finished 
six seconds adrift in 209.23 with James 
Dolan completing the British clean sweep in 
third place. Shane Kelly of Eire, winner of the 
pre-World's in Bala 1980, finished in fourth 

Kay/Pearton winners of the C2 Wild Water event (13 mins 38.43). 

13 





Jon Lugbi/1 (US.A) Champion of the World, demonstrates a cross 
bow rudder. 

Anne Plant spent 4 seconds sitting on a rock in the Town Fall, lost the 
event by 1 second. 

place closely followed by McCormick (USA) 
and Ericsson (SWE). Bernt Deppe the younger 
brother of Ulrike finished in thirteenth place 
having had very little time to accustom himself 
to the difficulties of the course set by Albert 
Kerr . 

In erecting the course on Friday afternoon 
Albert slipped from a ladder landing particularly 
badly on an ankle. The next morning sporting 
carpet slippers he competed in the men's K1 in 
a time which would have left him in fifth place. 
However, following advice from the British 
Teams physiotherapist he went off to hospital 
to find that he had chipped a bone in his lower 
leg, an injury which unfortunately excluded 
him from the competition for the rest of the 
weekend. 
Jamieson/Williams (GBR) destroyed the 

field in the double canoe event winning by the 
large margin of 30 seconds after paddling 
much faster on the water and picking up only a 
bad 5 as a penalty on their second run. 
The completion of the Home International 

series clearly demonstrated the dominance of 
the English team in spite of the consistent 
individual performances of James Dolon from 
Scotland, in spite of winning the first event in 

• 

Ulrike Deppe (West Germany) Champion of 
the World, finished 3rd Ladies KT. 

Grantully and again in Llangollen, a bad fourth 
in Bala made his position such that Roger Smith 
of England finished level on points in the series 
having finished consistently second throughout. 
The men's Youth Event was shared between 

two Englishmen Gladwin and Wright who 
playfully swopped places throughout the series. 
The overall results of the Regional Competition 

showed a win for London and the South East 
whose slalom paddlers narrowly held off the 
North West Region with the Eastern Region 
finishing in third place in spite of their obvious 
handicaps because of lack of water. When the 
team event was held on the Sunday morning 
the Eastern Region ran out winners by a long 
way from London and the South East and the 
North West Region who finished in joint 
second positions. 

WILD WATER RACE 
Starting above the Chain Bridge Hotel, the 
course for the Foster's International Event 
followed that of the Dee Races although 
shortened by some yards to finish outside the 
Hand Hotel in Llangollen. 

The quantity of water in the river meant that 
the paddlers capacity for picking the correct 
'line' was of great importance rather than their 
capacity to cope with big water. The major 
obstacle was the Town Falls, most especially 
for the early paddlers who were in most danger 
from the rapidly retreating slalom poles as the 
course was quickly taken down following the 
team runs. 

Kayaks and canoes crashed down the Town 
Fall in quick succession with breakouts onto 
the rocks above the bridge all too common. 
The event went fairly well to form, Kay/ 
Pearton in the C2 wiping the floor with the 
opposition, some one minute in front, crossing 
the line in 1 3 minutes 38.43. 

Dave Taylor nominated to paddle for his club 
Gateshead and beat the K 1 field to boot 
although his margin over D.R.H. Taylor (England) 
was only around two seconds. Pundits having 
tipped Jeremy Hibble to win, David Taylor had 
to repeat his run for the T.V. cameras, had to be 
satisfied with his third place over one minute 
behind the winner who had cleared the course 
in 11 minutes 51.36. 
The C1 went to Martyn Hedges who spent 

all weekend leaping in and out of one boat or 

Dennis Miller Commercial Director Watney, Mann and Truman with Liz Sharman and Jane 
Roderick 
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CANOES AND EQUIPMENT CAPEL 
CURIG 

N.WALES 

Give us a ring for friendly service 



Alan Brewster winner U 18 Wild Water Race. 

another, or racing round in his car to be at the 
correct start for the next event. Although Les 
Williams had usurped his slalom crown the 
previous day Martyn was never going to allow 
Wells or Goldsmith to repeat the indignity. His 
winning time was 14.08.11 minutes. 

I don't often feel sorry for paddlers, you 
make your own luck, but Anne Plant deserves 

some condolence. Two or three other paddlers 
had bounced off the same rock, in the Town 
Fall, during the event only Anne landed on it 
and was left sitting there some five seconds 
struggling to get away. Sue Hornby won the 
Ladies K 1 by less than one second in 1 3 
mins.08. 73, Anne was second, four seconds 
behind. 

Fox - Oh so dominant! 

Organised by the Slalom and Wild Water 
Racing Committee, the Llangollen International 
was supported by the Town Council, Chain 
Bridge Hotel and numerous local businesses. 
The event was sponsored by Foster's the 
Australian for Lager. 

At a conference of British Sports Bodies held in 
London, Watney, Mann & Truman Brewers 
announced a new development in the sponsor 
ship of minority sport. The Foster's Sports 
Foundation has set up a fund to stand with an 
initial sum of £20,000. For the year October 
1 982 to October 1983, which will be available 
in grants of up to £1,000. Sports bodies 
generally will be asked to submit applications 
to the Foster's Sports Foundation and these 
will be considered by an independent commit 
tee of eminent sports men and women - under 
the Chairmanship of Dickie Jeeps, Chairman of 
the Sports Council. In order that grants may be 
made to supplement existing sources of 
revenue for sporting bodies As a further 

t, 

extension of the Foster's Sports Foundation 
the Company is creating a new membership 
club to be launched in January 1983. Member 
ship of the club will be open to all sports men 
and women by purchase of a single item of 
"Foster's Sport" merchandise. Members will 
gain immediate benefit with £50 worth of 
discounts on a range of sports goods and 
equipment. Special discounts will be made 
continually available through a quarterly Foster's 
Sports Foundation news letter. 
All profits from the sale of the Foster· s 

Sports Merchandise will be put back into the 
foundation for distribution to sports bodies 
throughout the year. 

FOSTERS-THE AUSTRALIAN FOR LAGER 

Langford swims . 
again 
Ken Langford, the ex-British Team Coach and 
well known figure in the slalom world, is now 
competing, or trying to, at veteran level. 

Following his demonstration of how to swim 
down the Tryweryn earlier in the season, we 
were again privileged to see a repeat perform 
ance at the Llangollen Town Slalom. Unfortu 
nately his boat came off worst this time- pity he 
hadn't renewed his BCU membership with its 
free boat insurance. 

FLYING 
THE FLAG 
John Barry, Director of the Sports Council's 
National Centre for Mountain Activities, is a 
mountaineer of some repute. Since the growth 
of canoeing at the Centre, John's reputation for 
seeking challenges when pursuing our sport 
for his own ends, has become legend. 
A clue as to where he obtained his spirit of 

adventure comes through a report from Northern 
Ireland. Recently retired 65-year old Mr.Barry 
senior was located by some local paddlers after 
he had crossed, with John, from Ardrossan in 
Scotland. He was making his way to his home at 
Strabane. John Barry had to return by air due to 
other commitments, but his father, after achiev 
ing his destination, made the crossing back by 
way of Arran and the Mull of Kintyre, alone. 

I twas suggested by the Irish paddlers that he 
cover up the Union Flag on his boat before 
reaching Strabane. His reply was apparently to 
the effect that where the flag couldn't go, neither 
would he-He did. 
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RIO BIO BIO KA V AK 
EXPEDITION - CHILE 1982 
A Focus exclusive report from expedition members Jim 
Hargreaves, Terry Storry, Alun Hughes and Dee de 
Mengell - Part II. 
Following an eventful journey to Chile the party took to the Bio Bio at 
Lonquimay in the Andes. During the second day on the river our happy 
band came across some rain soaked gauchos who had brought to mind a 
hill-billy sequence from the film 'Deliverance'. 

A grinning gaucho woke us the next morning 
and two steaming piles of horse dung forced 
us from our pits. The usual fire of driftwood 
was soon alight, burning well even after a 
night's soaking. Dee's socks burnt well too, 
as the flames licked at the clothes line. Our 
food forage of the previous evening to Lago 
Maria y Jesus and the neighbouring Casas 
(farm). had resulted in neither fish nor eggs, 
so we breakfasted again on porridge. Still that 
instant muck must have some food value, for 
apart from a chocolate stop, we paddled 
Grade IV water continuously for five hours. At 
one point the paddling was so intense we 
thought we had overshot our intended camp 
site and entered Nirreco Canyon. All but one 
rapid was canoed on sight, and the difficulty 
of reading the water from the kayaks forced 
us into mistakes. Terry, who led most of the 
day, had to roll twice, and Dee went for a 
swim - another bottle of wine. 

Our map was a photostat from the archives 
of the Royal Geographical Society and was 
about as up to date as the 'BCU Guide to 
British Waterways·. Fortunately our inform 
ation from the rafters was more accurate, and 
when we saw a large tributary entering from 
the left (Oh God, not more water), we knew it 
was the River Lolco. Just past the confluence 
was a superb sandy beach sheltered, _from 
the now raging sun, by trees, and offering a 
view of Callaquen, the 10,000 ft active volcano 
which henceforward dominated the view 
from our bedroom windows. Alun and Dee 
spent the evening making plans to climb it. 

On day four, according to the Yanks, 'the s .. t 
really hits the fan', so we had figs for breakfast 
(funny how anal humour always predominates 
on expeditions). A couple of Grade IV rapids, 
followed by some Grade Ill's, and then round 
the corner appeared the footbridge. A bridge 
looked for and yet dreaded because it marked 
the start of Nirreco Canyon, a sheer sided 
gorge where the water accelerates over a 
series of drops, falling as much as 7 5ft in one 
mile. The bridge also carried the river-side 
track away up into the hills, making escape 
from the canyon virtually impossible. Here a 
broken boat would be a real problem, an 
injury unthinkable. 
The first Grade V in the canyon was 

'Juqbuster' -an early rafting trip had smashed 
a five litre jug of wine in the enormous 
stopper at the foot of the rapid. The line was 
obvious - a shoot through on the right, 
difficult to get to -and the consequences of 
missing it awe-inspiring. Terry went first, had 
no problems, and Alun too found the right 
line. Dee however, missed a high break-out 
and through half-closed eyes we watched 

him head straight into the vortex. The stopper 
grabbed his stern and he was looped end over 
end. He was trapped, alternately looped and 
rolled, until by chance his bow strayed into 
the downstream current, and he was spat out 
upside down. At this point he baled out. If he 
had stayed in his boat he could have rolled in 
the pool below, but if he had left his boat 
earlier .... ? For Jim, who had watched the 
whole incident through the viewfinder of our 
cine camera, this was too much, and he 
portaged. 

Two miles downstream we made an early 
camp to give Alun and Dee the chance to 
climb the now smoking giant, Callaquen. 
They left at 5.00 pm with rations for 1 ½ days, 
saw sense, and returned for dinner at 7.00 
pm. Our warm-up in the morning was 'Milky 
Way·, a Grade V rapid, difficult to read because 
of its chocolate colour-caused by Callaquen's 
glacial stream entering from the right - and 
hard to memorise because of its length - 
nearly one kilometre, the longest on the river. 
Terry, going first again. had to roll, and Jim 
portaged the middle section. Dee and Alun 
made it look easy. 
The next rapid. signposted by a stupendous 

200 ft waterfall falling from the canyon rim, 
we all portaged. Other parties had trouble 
here, as the name 'Lost Yak', suggests. Every 
line was blocked by huge boulders, and our 
boats were too heavy for the necessary 

technical paddling. We, at least, could not 
afford to lose a Kayak. Sti II. despite these 
rationalisations. it was the first rapid that 
none of us had paddled, and for an hour or 
two we were somewhat down in the mouth, 
more especially since we also portaged the 
next rapid. 
'Lava South' was certainly possible. A 

straight run led through five foot high stoppers. 
But the mainstream ran under an overhung 
wall. and this blocked the way out of the 
stoppers on that side of the river. No one 
wanted to risk it. Perhaps if we hadn't been 
such good friends before the trip, an element 
of competition would have up'd the stakes. 

r 
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But for us, the first rule of expedition planning 
is to go with your friends; and this combines 
well with a second principle -the journey is 
more important than its goal. 

Fortunately every rapid on the Bio Bio is 
distinct in itself, separated from those before 
and after by a relatively flat stretch of water-a 
pool-drop river. Into one of these 'flat" sections 
of Grade II below 'Lava South' -we put in.Jim 
portaged the next rapid, 'Santiago's Wall,' 
where fifty yards of Grade IV water piled into 
the canyon wall, and Alun and Dee joined him 
in lugging their boats round 'Cyclops'. 
Obviously they weren't impressed by the way 
Terry paddled this Grade V rapid backwards, 
missing the canoe gobbling hole beneath the 
Cyclops eye by inches! 'Last Laugh' was the 
appropriately named finale to this energy 
sapping day, a big dipper fun ride at Grade IV, 
a good memory for the luxury campground 
on Jose's pasture. When the storm hit us, we 
were already huddled in the non-existent 
shelter offered by the gale-shredded fly sheet. 
Within half an hour, the tributaries between 
our sleeping bags were carrying away the 
breakfast. Since we then spent two hours 
building dams on the upstream side of our 
strip of neoprene, we should not have been 
surprised by the size of the river in the 
morning. But although the line we had scouted 
through 'Breakfast Falls' the previous even 
ing, had now disappeared, and despite the 
new rows of giant 'hydraulics' marching 
across the river, we under-estimated the 
volume of the water. The result was near 
disaster. 

The smallest of the base-line stoppers lay 
close to the right bank. Even so, it had Alun in 
the water, and nearly back-looped Terry. But 
the river saved its worst for Dee. Taking the 
wrong line near the top, and unable to correct 
himself, he headed into one of the biggest 
stoppers running across the centre of the 
rapid. The nose of the Olymp IV dipped, as it 
rushed down the front of the wave. And then 
it stopped. Not softly as it would in a wall of 
water, but jarringly, suddenly, as it would 
against a wall of rock. Dee had hit a massive 
hidden boulder doing perhaps twelve knots. 
The shock was transmitted through his foot 
rest to his legs. He rolled up yelling with pain, 
strugged to the bank, and crawled out on to 
the boulders. 

Fortunately 'Papa Srnurf (Jim) diagnosed 
the badly swollen ankles sprained, rather than 
broken, and astonishingly Dee, who could not 
walk, decided he could paddle. We counted 
1 6 Grade IV rapids that day, in the so-called 
'Quiet Canyon'. One we nicknamed 'Fanq', a 
giant tooth of rock dividing the river into two 
channels, one safe, the other treacherous. 
Another we called 'Hermit South' similar to 
Hermit on the Colorado, with a giant hole to 
be avoided. These holes kept creeping up on 
us on the Bio Bio, and on the last rapid of the 
day, capsized everyone except Jim. 

Dee's foot was even more swollen at Camp 
VI, but still he refused to let it affect his 
performance. This was fortunate since we 
were about to enter 'Royal Flush Gorqe'. a 
stacked deck of rapids, each trying to outdo 
the other in flushing the unwary canoeist 
down-river. The first, 'Ace', was sufficiently 
serious at the lower end of Grade I to make 
Alun portage. None of us liked 'Suicide King', 
a Grade V rapid on a right angled bend, and 
the twenty yard portage cutting off the bend, 
was too tempting even for Dee to ignore. 
'Queen', was fortunately an easier Grade V, 
for it was the only rapid on the river that could · 
not be portaged. A severe rock climb enabled 
the whole rapid to be inspected (and photo- 

graphed) from the canyon walls. Safely 
through that, we arrived at 'One Eyed Jack', a 
Grade VI, the most serious fall on the river 
after 'Lost Yak'. One look at the four stoppers 
blocking the main channel, their far end 
closed by the canyon wall, and we were all 
rushing to help Dee with his boat. 
The last named rapid in Royal Flush Gorge, 

Ten', was a big, bouncy, Grade IV, and 
provided a good chance to do some filming. 
the movie camera was strapped to Jim's 
kayak, and the trigger extension shoved into 
his mouth. This temporary gag made us 
realise that occasional flashes of silence could 
make his conversation quite brilliant. 
The remaining rapids to 'Mountains Gate' 

were brilliant as rushing to get to the campsite, 
we did Grade IV after Grade !Von sight, stretch 
ing our nerves and necks to the limit. At Moun 
tains Gate, the sides of the canyon dropped 
away, and the river doubled in breadth. The best 
and worst was over. Setting up Camp thirty 
minutes later, we were feeling quite pleased 
with ourselves, until Terry discovered he had 
left the £200 SLR camera at Ten'. It took five 
hours to get it back. 

Seven hours paddling the next day, took us 
thirty miles to our destination, Santa Barbara. 
We might have been tempted to break this 

last day in the beautiful Andean foothills, but 
jumbo flies, with bites like hornets, kept us 
going - whenever we stopped, they started! 
So on to Santa Barbara, one unpaved street, 
two hotels, a bed for the night, and a bus 
service in the morning. Kayaks strapped to 
the roof, the bus bounced us to the railroad 
stop at Santa Fe. The romance of that name 
however, belied the reality of this one car 
hamlet, and, having dumped the canoes, we 
took a taxi to the market town of Los Angeles 
for some R & R. 

Returning to Santa Fe for the Santiago 
'nocturne', we were hard pushed to get on the 
train, because a religious festival was taking 
place up the line. So we pushed hard, using 
our paddles as persuaders, and fused the 
buffet car lighting system. This worried the 
pilgrims even less than the paddlers, and 
gaucho and gringo were soon rubbing 
shoulders in mutual hilarity at the futile 
efforts of the waiter turned electrician. But 
'Peter Sellers' had the last laugh, as shrugging 
his way past us, he said very softly, 'buffet car 
now closed'. 

Once back in Santiago Alun & Terry flew 
back to UK, Jim and Dee stayed on to do 
another river called the Maipo, but that's 
another story!. 
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Fibreglass 
Limited 

SEA CANOES 
P. & H. Fibreglass Limited now have 
available one of the widest range of sea 
canoes in the world. Whatever your needs 
we believe we have the model for you. They 
are:- 
THE UMNAK-A stable sea going kayak, 
ideal for the shorter expedition or for the 
reconnaissance. An ideal estuary or loch 
kayak. 
THE ICEFLOE -A stable, fast long range 
expedition kayak, built to withstand severe 
storm conditions which can be found in 
open waters. Already proved on many 
expeditions, including the recent Prince 
William Sound expedition. 
THE BAIDARKA EXPLORER - A fast, 
serious, sea kayak, narrower in beam than 
the lcefloe. Used on many expeditions by 
its designer. 
THE DAWN TREADER - Using the basic 
shape of the Explorer the Dawn Treader has 
been modified to give the appearance of a 
more conventional kayak. 
All the above models built by P. & H. 
Fibreglass Limited and designed by Derek 
Hutchinson. 
Demonstration models always available. 

1EXPEDITIONARV 
CANOEING IN THE 
GREEK ISLANDS IN 
19831 

BAT POLO TEAMS 
We believe, and so do many others, that we 
have the best designed and manufacturered 
Polo canoe available. 
It is incredibly fast in a straight line and 
great for stern dipping. It has also been 
approved by the Bat Polo Committee. 
It's name, of course, is simply 

POLO Price £105.00 inc. VAT 

Try one soon - demonstration boats 
always available. 
Available only from: 

P. & H. FIBRE GLASS LIMITED 

@ . . 

Old Stanley Colliery, 
Station Road, 
West Hallam, 
llkeston, 
Derby. 

We need canoeists of all ages and abilities 
with one or two weeks to spare who want to 
explore the rugged coast and islands of Greece 
next year. Individuals, clubs, and schools, 
beginners and advanced canoeists will be 
catered for according to their requirements. 
Each place will cost £195 for 1 week, £285 for 
2 weeks.and will include all travel from London, 
Canoeing and Camping equipment, and 
expedition food. All you need to bring is 
clothing, sleeping bag, some pocket money, 
and a sun hat. 
For full details contact Jethroe or Wendy 
Jeffery at 86 Bangor Street, Portdinorwic, 
Gwynedd, LL56 4PJ. Tel: (0248) 670238. 
Also available from us, Kayak and equipment 
hire, training courses and holidays. 
FISHER CHARTERS. a member of the NORTH 
WALES ADVENTURE RESOURCES group. 
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Action on access 
The last three months have seen a flurry of activity within the field of Access work. 

Our successes within the development of the team, have however been marred with some 
losses. The age old problems of redundancies and at the other end of the scale increased 
pressures of work, have meant the resignations of Mike Twiggs, Yorkshire and Humberside, and 
Jim Mooney, North East Region, having to be reluctantly accepted by the Committee. 

I would wish to record my personal thanks to both Mike and Jim, for the work which they 
carried out in their respective areas, and the achievements which they attained whilst holding their 
respective posts. They represent, a great loss to the Access Committee, and more importantly, the 
membership on whose behalf they have negotiated and represented. It is of further importance to 
note that at this point in time, replacements have not been found for either of their positions. 

On a brighter note, several regions have been very active in the formation of their teams, and 
their approach to gaining access agreements on their local rivers. 

Access and Touring 
Committees forge new links 
As the result of an informal meeting between 
representatives of the Access and Touring 
Committees, a close bond has been established 
by those two Committees. It has long been felt 
that there was a possibility of the two Commit 
tees duplicating one anothers work, but more 
importantly, essential areas could remain 
undelegated due to confusion over each others 
role. The National Access Officer, has agreed to 
act as the monitoring agency for both commit 
tees. The first essential role, was to determine 
the roles of regional access and regional touring 
officers, and to determine the specific role and 

duties of each. The following resolutions have 
been confirmed. "A Regional Access Officer 
and his team are responsible for opening up 
water not yet available to canoeists, and for 
maintaining access agreements and goodwill 
on all available water". 
"A Regional Touring Officer is responsible 

for publishing and promoting this work by 
providing information on, and developing the 
use of, all areas of inland water within his 
region for which navigation rights or access 
agreements exist". 

In order to achieve these ends it is expected 
that these officers should collaborate closely, 
in a joint attempt to promote the use of British 
Waterways and rivers by all canoeists. 

AROUND THE REGIONS 
Southern Region 
John Kuyser, the regional access officer, has 
been instrumental in the design and con 
struction of a wall chart, which shows the 
boundaries of the region and contains the 
rivers therein. A space appears on either side ot 
the chart, on one side space is provided for 
trade outlets within the region to advertise, and 
on the other side a list of Canoe Club addresses. 
Their principal interest and a notation of the 
waters they use, is provided. It is hoped the 
format will be interesting enough for schools, 
libraries, youth clubs and other public places, 
who wish to publicly display this promotional 
poster. It is felt that the theme will reflect the 
work of the access team and the agreements 
achieved for the BCU and its members. 

Eastern Region 
The Eastern Region team, continue to com 
pound their successes, where agreements at 
such venues as Dobbs Weir are well in hand, 
and where it is hoped that a pattern of use will 
be accepted throughout the year. The success 
ful completion and opening of the artificial 
slalom course at Cardington, is yet another 
instance of authorities accepting the need for 
increased and improved canoeing facilities 
within the regions. The main area of concern at 
this time is at Offord, where an unfortunate 
chain of circumstances have made it increas 
ingly difficu It for the local club to obtain access 
agreements. It is hoped that common sense 
and further negotiation will prevail even at this 
site. 

East Midlands 
The work of the East Midlands team, bears 
special mention at this time. Under the leader 
ship of Colin Broadway, this voluntary team 
have worked tirelessly in the production of 
river guides and information, and have been 
instrumental in many of the new ideas in the 
administration of access matters, which have 
been approved and adopted by the access 
committee. 

North West 
Edgar Whewell, the North West Regional 
Access Officer, continues to bombard the BCU 
offices, with his many communications, and 
his tireless approach to all things concerning 
access in the North West. For sheer enthusiasm 
and energy, Edgar· s activities are a shining 
example to us all. 

SEA TOURING 
An informative manual for sea canoeists 
written by John J. Ramwe/1 
Cost £3.30 (inc. P. & P.) 
6,000 copies sold world wide. 
Now in its tourtb edition 
Over 120 packed pages on equipment, 
survival, safety, navigation, the sea, 
charts, buoyage, meteorology, marine 
communication, expedition planning, 
use of a pool, etc. 
Available only from J. J. Ramwell, 
4 Wavell Garth, Sandal 
Wakefield, W. Yorkshire. 

t!e~~~~ ftt~~~:Pst~o~!ittees I 
outlined a plan to raise a Fighting Fund for the 
Artificial Slalom Course at Holme Pierrepont. 
(Don't put this down, it's important!) A blond 
haired Adonis in the corner chirped in with 'Tm 
not supporting that", which really led me once 
again, to wonder where the hell we are going to 
in this sport of ours. It appears more often than 
not that the interdisciplinary rivalries interfere 
with any cohesive effort that the Union instig 
ates, to such an extent that the sport of 
canoeing does nothing significant and goes 
nowhere, all the potential energy being used 
up arguing with each other, or back biting. 

If that's the way you want canoeing to go - 
bickering to the end - good luck to you! Screw 
this up and throw it away because you won't 
want to contribute to the scheme anyway. 

For those who want the whole sport to move 
on a little join me on my end of the rope, with 
enough tugging we could get somewhere but 
it requires some energy and a lot of fortitude. 

If we want numbers in the sport generally 
we have to provide a feature which captures 
the imagination, and tickles the fancy suffici 
ently for the average Johnny to get in a canoe 
in the first place. In comparison with the 
numbers in slalom boats very few people are 
introduced to the sport each year by first 
jumping in a sprint kayak or surf ski. An 
individual's horizon broadens once the initial 
step has been made because he has seen 
something he thinks he would like to do. 
The most exciting prospect has been available 

for years, you and I - canoeists haven't had the 
foresight, imagination or courage to grasp the 
opportunity we have had at the National 
Watersports Centre - to get the Artificial 
Slalom Course built. 
What sprint racer, coach, sailor or marathon 

paddler put a penny into the National Water 
sports Centre - a country park and Olympic 
Canoeing Course that could be the centre of 
canoeing excellence in this country. The answer 
is no one, it was provided by the good offices of 
the Sports Council and Nottinghamshire 
County Council and gave Flat Water Racing the 
opportunity to take off. Great! Now we need 
some effort to create a Fighting Fund large 
enough to complete the project. Canoeing (the 
whole sport), needs that artificial course but 
canoeists need to get off their great fat buts 
and demonstrate it. 

Next May Day we are going to ask you to 
take part in one of 1 8 sponsored paddles (2 in 
each region) to raise at least £10 as your 
contribution to the canoeists fighting fund. 
More information will be included in the next 
Focus along with a sponsorship form so please 
meet that target. If you're now saying to 
yourself "How do I benefit" - I can't answer 
you, I can only re-emphasise the Sport of 
Canoeing in Britain will benefit in the long run 
by continuing investment in Holme Pierrepont, 
by greater numbers to fight Access, or reduce 
membership fees etc. All you will get directly is 
a kick out of knowing the 1 1 ,000 odd canoeists 
are doing exactly the same thing at 1 0 am on 
Monday 2 May 1 983 - trying bloody hard to 
build another canoeing facility. We want 
£100,000- no joke £100,000. 

To the bronzed blond Adonis - sit on your 
arse mate, the Sports Council's not going to 
prop us up forever providing the money for the 
organisation of the sport. We must have greater 
participation - this is one way of achieving it. 
Not so Richard Fox can demonstrate his 
fantastic skill but in order that every Tom, Dick 
or Harry who wants to, can get some excite 
ment and pleasure out of canoeing without 
being threatened or even shot at for his pains. 
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ABINGDON LODGE 
ISLE ~ ~~ WIGHT 

For the ultimate in Water Sports 
Holidays for 1 983 

CANOEING. WINDSURFING. SAILING. 
From pottering to advanced activities. 

From comfortable beds to survival Bivouacking. 
From specialist courses to multi-activity. 
Free places and group discount scheme. 

All accommodation, meals, equipment, transport and 
tuition included in price. 

Write or ring today for brochure. 
r 

Affiliated to the 
British Canoe Union 

r 
Abingdon Lodge 
West Street. Ryde 
Isle of Wight P033 2QQ 

Tel: 0983 64537 Ask for Sandy. 
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Three Unique Firsts 
The opening of three unique and brand new 
canoeing facilities during the past two months 
should be regarded as an epitaph to the 
optimism, enthusiasm, and industry of the 
Union's planners and policy makers. The 
Canolfan Tryweryn White Water Canoeing 
Centre, the Bala Canoe and Angling Club, and 
the Cardington Artificial Canoe Slalom Training 
Course, have all been built as a direct con 
sequence of the British Canoe Union ·s ability to 
negotiate, persuade, cajole, and be responsible 
for, the 1/2 million pounds worth of facilities 
now available to canoeists throughout Britain. 

The Tryweryn and Bala developments were a 
product of the World Slalom and Wild Water 
Racing Championships organised by the 
Union at Bala in 1981. Cardington was the 
brainchild of the Union's Eastern Region. In all 
three cases, taxpayers and ratepayers contri 
buted 95% of the costs, but it was the 
subscriptions of members that indirectly 
provided the impetus and the organisation that 
exploited the opportunities for development 
when they arose. The Bala Canoe and Angling 
Club deserves special mention as a monument 
to the art of the possible, and is an example of 

what can be achieved by those who, despite 
their conflicting interests, are prepared to 
forget their differences and co-operate. Who 
would have believed a few years ago, that 
anglers and canoeists would be prepared to 
share the same water, the same building, and 
the same club, and jointly work to improve 
facilities for the practice of their respective 
sports. This unique example of co-operation is 
a salutary lesson to all those concerned with 
water sports, hopefully it is only the first of 
many similar projects that will be initiated 
during the coming years. 

CANOLFAN TRYWERVN 
The past five months have been an exciting 
and hectic time for the National White Water 
Centre. There has been a lot of activity and at 
the same time some frustrations as well. 

Over the summer period we have had many 
competitions, both slalom and wild water 
racing. Not only have we had Premier and 
Division One but also Division Two and Three 
competitions which have proved to be extremely 
popular. It is expected that these will become a 
regular feature of the centre. 

In mid-June the Welsh Open Champion 
ships were held on the international course 
and on September 4th and 5th the Home 
Internationals were also held there. 

September 4th also saw the official opening 
of Canolfan Tryweryn by John Disley, Chair 
man of the Joint Management Committee and 
ex-Olympic athlete. An inaugural tour for non 
competitive canoeists was organised by the 
BCU touring committee to coincide with the 
opening. 

Over this summer period 2230 canoeists 
have used the centre for training purposes. 
Usage has varied from slalom training through 
wild water and embraced advanced coaching. 
The youngest canoeist to paddle from the fish 
pass to Tvn-v-Cornel bridge was 9 year old 
Michael Coates, whilst the oldest was probably 
the manager. 

Since 1st April 1982 there has been a total 
of 94 release days usable for canoeing from 
Llyn Celyn dam, but only 40 of those days 
were actually used by canoeists. However, 
during the winter months it is hoped that there 
will be more full volume releases and that this 
will encourage more canoeists to use the 
centre. 

In the close fishing season, from 17th 
October 1982 until 28th February 1983 the 
whole of the river from the fish pass to just 
below the main road bridge in Bala may be 
used. Access may only be obtained via the 
Canoeing Management Officer for both 
summer and winter use. There will be no 
access at all during the first two weeks in 
March as this is the beginning of the fishing 
season. 
The information package about the centre is 
being updated and reprinted. This should be 
available in the near future. A telephone 
answering machine giving an up-to-date fore 
cast of water level in the Tryweryn has been 
installed since mid-May, but there have been 
teething problems with it. Hopefully these 
have now been resolved and you should now 
get the message. For those of you who would 

prefer to talk to the manager he will normally 
be available between 4.00 and 5.00 pm 
Monday to Friday to answer your queries but 

please only use this service if you need to know 
more than the forecast of water releases. The 
number is Bala (0678) 520826. 

11·5 All VOURS 
The Tryweryn white water site is available to all 
paddlers competent to cope with the water 
conditions. The grading varies according to the 
size of release. 
All that is necessary is a phone call to George 

Davis - there's a 24 hour answering service 
which tells you whether the water is on, and if 
so, at what level it's being released. Just turn 
up, pay your £1 (member rate) and enjoy a 
day's white water canoeing. 

The following definitions are used to guide 
paddlers/leaders as to the level of release. Solo 
canoeing is not permitted. 

Notes on water levels on the 
River Tryweryn 
After observation of the various levels of water 
releases from the dam the following suggestions 
are made for guidance of leaders/paddlers 
unfamiliar with the river. 

Fraction of full 
volume 

Very Low 
Low 

Million Expertise required 
Gallon 
Days 

Below 
80 

One third volume 80 

Half volume 120 
Two third volume 180 
Three quarter 200 
volume 
Full volume 250 

- Unsuitable for canoeing 
-Could be used by small groups of novice canoeists, 

in a limited way. 
- Up to Inland Proficiency Standard; Division 3 or 4 
slalomists; or Division CWild Water Racing 

Grading 

Grade II 

Grade 11/111 

- Inland Proficiency Standard or Division 3 slalomists; 
Division B Wild Water Racing Grade 111 

-Advanced Inland Proficiency or Division 1 or 2 Grade Ill/IV 
slalomists; Division A Wild Water Racing 
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THE NATIONWIDE GUIDE 
TO CANOE SHOPS 

THE SHOPS BELOW OFFER A FULL RETAIL SERVICE TO CANOEISTS, 
STOCKING A LARGE SELECTION OF CANOES & ACCESSORIES, FROM 

ALL THE LEADING MANUFACTURERS. 
TOP SERVICE & EXPERT ADVICE AVAILABLE. 

VISIT YOUR NEAREST SHOP NOW 
TO SEE THE ALL YEAR ROUND CANOE EXHIBITION 

ji,n 
l1~!9!~ifves 

CAPEL CURIG 
N. WALES 

OPEN EVERY DAY 
8.30 TO 8.00 PM 

ALL LEADING MAKES 
OF CANOES & 

ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE 

06904-210 or 323 

A CANOEING SHOP 
RUN BY CANOEISTS 

FOR CANOEISTS 

SCOTTISH AGENTS FOR 
ALL MAJOR CANOE 

& ACCESSORY 
MANUFACTURERS 

Shop and Office Address 

LENDAL PRODUCTS LTD .. 
30 HUNTER STREET 
PRESTWICK KA9 1 LG, AYRSHIRE 
SCOTLAND 
r~,~phoM: 
0292 78558 

WEST MIDLANDS 
CANOE CENTRE 

112 NEW HALL STREET, WILLENHALL 
TELEPHONE:- WILLENHALL 634567 

A FULL RANGE OF CANOES & 
ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE FOR 
BEGINNER OR EXPERT ALIKE 

OPEN MON TO SAT 9.00 TO 5.00 

~ WHITEWHTER 
SPORTS 

canoeing · surfing · wind surfing equipment 
Shepperton Marina, Felix Lane, Shepperton, Middlesex 

Telephone: Walton-on-Thames 093-22-47978 
PROBABLY BRITAIN'S LARGEST RANGE 

OF CANOES & ACCESSORIES 
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I I I I 
A press launch in September, followed by the 
official opening on 11 October by the Minister 
for Sport, Neil McFarlane, MP. paid just 
tribute to the personalities and authorities 
involved in providing a much needed resource 
for slalom training in the Eastern Region. 

The idea of building an artificial slalom 
course in the area was first put forward in 
1970. Preliminary plans were drawn up and 
presented to the Anglian Water Authority, 
and the Sports Council, and in principle the 
idea was accepted. The problem was finding 
a suitable site, and it was not until 1976 that 
Cardington was finally chosen, because within 
the Priory Park area sprint and marathon 
canoeing, as well as slalom, could be offered. 
The Anglian Water Authority were com· 

mitted to the provision of a flood relief channel 
from the Great Ouse, and so rather than the 
total cost of a purpose built course having to 
be met, it was a matter of adapting the flood 
relief channel to canoeists· needs. The other 
main advantage was that half of the project 
cost (£273,000) could be met from the 
AWA land drainage budget. Flood relief 
requirements, however, obviously took pre· 
cedence over canoeing needs, and it was 
during the design phase that the expertise of 
George Parr and Frank Goodman was of error 
mous help. They could talk the technical 
jargon of the AWA engineers, who were not 
too sure if the project could work. and man· 
aged to convince them that it would. Once the 
initial worries were overcome, then Geoff 
Pearson and Brian Elsden tackled the design 
problems with a will, and John Hesp and 
Nigel Woonton took over at the construction 

stage. Nigel became the terror of the work· 
force - everything had to be accurate to the 
last millimetre. When the course was com· 
pleted these four took devotion to duty to the 
limit-they paddled the thing! In spite of a few 
duckings, they all managed to reach the 
bottom. To these gentlemen must go special 
thanks for their total involvement in the 
project. 
The channel is 6m wide, constructed of 

concrete floor and walls, and 1 20m long, 
triple curved in plan, with a bed slope of 
1 : 1 00. With a minimum flow requirement of 
about 0. 75 cumecs, providing a depth of .5m 
the course is operable at most times. The 
maximum flow is about 3 cumecs, giving a 
depth of 1 m. A sluice allows the water into 
the channel from the Great Ouse. This oper 
ates automatically during flood periods, but 
an hour's warning is available for the GRP 
foam sandwich barriers to be removed, and 
the course cleared, should an emergency 
situation occur. 
A few paddlers are already cursing the steel 

stanchions which support the barriers. The 
2m gap between each bay leaves exposed a 
hard steel edge, which has left its mark on 
some boats, much to the delight of canoe 
manufacturers. Experiments with car tyres to 
soften the blows, are proceeding. The idea of 
water filled bags as barriers was considered 
some two years ago, but it has not proved 
possible to obtain one for testing. Should a 
better idea come forward. the existing stan 
chions can be removed quite easily. 
The efforts of Howard Darbon, Senior 

Regional Officer of the Sports Council (Eastern 

The course with barriers in position prior to opening the sluice gates 

Region), must be especially mentioned. At a 
time when the general economic climate was 
against him, his gentle form of arm-twisting 
worked wonders in producing the £136,000 
needed. The Water Authority Recreation and 
Navigation Account granted £67,000, the 
Regional Sports Council £50,000, Bedford· 
shire County Council £10,000, North Beds 
Borough Council £3,000, Mid Beds District 
Council £2,500, Cambridge City Council 
£1,000, St. Albans District Council £800, 
Northamptonshire County Council £1,500, 
Peterborough City Council £500 and North 
Herts District Council £200. The storage 
building adjoining the course was built from 
money grant aided by the BCU Slalom Com· 
mittee, and from that raised by canoeists 
from the Eastern Region. 
The course is leased to the Eastern Region 

of the BCU for 33 years, and is run by a 
Management Committee, some of whom are 
also trustees for the lease. A Conditions of 
Use document has been drawn up, which 
groups must comply with. Most requirements 
are just plain common sense and courtesy. 
Camping is available within 100 metres of 
the course, although at present there is no 
drinking water, nor toilets on site. This problem 
should be overcome, but for now campers 
should come prepared. 
The course is a permanent tribute to all that 

can be and is achieved by volunteers through· 
out our sport. Peter Wathen, Copper Harper, 
and other local paddlers stuck to their vision 
from 1970 until the time the work actually 
commenced in February 1 981. Now they are 
active in organising for groups to use the 
facility. The gratitude of all the young and 
older paddlers of the region and further afield 
who will benefit from the site is due to these 
members. For further details please write to 
Mrs P Wathen, 1 Cherwell Road, Bedford, 
Beds (sae please). 

Anglia TV's presenter being helped aboard by Copper Harper, 
for a trial run 

Richard Fox and Liz Sharman practise the course 
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Carbacraff 
RACING KAYAKS 

i/i/ - ., 
- .-- - - - - - • 

The Kayak that Champions Use 
MAIN FEATURES ARE:- 

• LOW WEIGHT - HONEYCOMB 
CONSTRUCTION 

e STRONG TORSIONAL STIFFNESS 
e SIMPLE TO MAINTAIN & REPAIR 
e FASTEST HULL SHAPE 
e 1 ½ YEARS OF COMPETITION TESTING 
BEST RESULTS IN 1982:- 
• 5th - K 1-500m - Belgrade - World Champs 
• 2nd - K 1 -Gudena Marathon Race 
• 2nd- K 1-1 O,OOOm- Nottingham International 

WRITE OR TELEPHONE: 
Carbocraft •. Barge Walk • East Molesey • 

Surrey KT8 9AJ • England 
Tel: 01-979-8264/5 

I 
I I Name _ 

I Address _ 

: I 
LOTTERSPORTS LTD., Ash Street, Northampton, England. I 

T;,L ~~9..12!.2.r E!2;5 _ - - - - - - - - - - - ..J 

Please send me your FREE CATALOGUE of 
glassfibre Touring Canoes - Various Kayaks 
(double and single) : Paddles : British 
Standards Lifejackets ; Canoeing accessories. 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
at 

I.M.MARSH 
ADVANCED DIPLOMA 

One year full-time course 
This course is intended to provide an 
opportunity for qualified, experienced teachers 
already involved in some aspects of Outdoor 
Education to extend their knowledge and 
acquire new skills in this area. It will be most 
appropriate for Geographers, Geologists, 
Biologists, P.E. Specialists and Outdoor 
Pursuits Specialists. 
The course leads on to an advanced diploma 
which provides a unique opportunity to 
combine experience and training in a variety of 
outdoor pursuits with the theoretical aspects of 
outdoor education, education, environmental 
science and human physiology. 

For further details contact: Hugh Mantle, Outdoor 
Education Section, Liverpool Polytechnic, I.M. Marsh 
Campus, Barkhill Road, Liverpool L17 6BD. 
(051-724-2321). 

PlasyBrenin 
National Centre for Ma.mtain Activities 

A residential Sports Council Centre in the heart of the 
Snowdonia National Park. Offering first class instruction, 
equipment and facilities for all levels of ability. For the novice 
and advanced paddler. Courses in the U.K and the Alps. Free 
colour brochure on requesl Write, ring or call into Plas y Brenin 
Bookings, Capel Curig, Betws y Coed, Gwynedd. Ring 06904 
280. 
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Dear Focus ... 
A FISHEY BUSINESS 

The following item, condensed, appeared in the 
Spring edition of the Salmon and Trout Maga· 
zineandwassentto us by Alan Bydewhodraws 
our attention to the conclusion, one assumes by 
the Editor. 'Ted Hinchcliffe, 61, river keeper, 
Masham Angling Club. Died on a Sunday in 
January 1982. Partyofunauthorisedcanoeists 
on the river. Using his car he overtook them as 
they paddled downstream, again remonstrating 
with them from the bank. Suddenly he collapsed 
and died. The canoeists continued on their 
way the police suggested that after Ted· s 
collapse they should lose no time in getting 
away from the river ... :· 
(Details of this deplorable affair, deserving to be 
described as manslaughter by default of decent 
behaviour, was sent in by Mr.R.C.Dales.) 

Alan Bvde echoes all our concern over such a 
tragic death, regretting that anyone should die 
defending that in which he believes. However, 
it happened, although not quite in the way that 
is suggested. 

We contacted Ken Harrap, the River Adviser 
for the area who had learnt of the incident on 
the day that it took place. He writes: 'The 
Constable told me that the angler who had 
found Mr.Hinchcliffe claimed that Mr.Hinch 
cliffe told him that he had been chasing three 
canoeists who were on the river. The Con· 
stable's reason for ringing me was that he was 
trying to establish whether there was any 
reason to believe that Mr.Hinchclitte's death 
had been occasioned by either a physical or 
verbal exchange with a group of canoeists if, 
indeed the group of canoeists existed. 

During my conversation with the Constable 
he made it clear that apart from the words of the 
angler who had found Mr.Hinchcliffe there 
was no evidence whatsoever, despite invest· 
igations he had been making, to show that 
there were any canoeists on the river at all. 

To the best of my knowledge police enquiries 
over the matter were closed with my conver 
sation with the Constable and the matter 
therefore left to rest as an extremely sad 
incident in which the angling club's Bailiff had 
died of a heart attack. 
Frankly I do not know whether there were 

any canoeists about on the day in question, but 
nothing further has come to light in the months 
which followed the incident." 

Certainly the phraseology of the letter to 
Salmon and Trout which leads one to believe 
that some canoeists virtually left Mr.Hinchcliffe 
to die, would appear to be a gross distortion of 
the facts. Clearly if this had been the position 
the Police would have taken further action. 
It is a matter of great concern to the British 

Canoe Union that any magazine purporting to 
represent the anglers should print such un 
supported allegations. This sort of reporting 
can only cause aggravation and confrontation 
at grass roots level making a situation which is 
already somewhat less than satisfactory, a 
great deal worse. 

Ken Harrap went on "my own view as River 
Adviser is one of sadness that this angling club 
should take such an aggressive stand against 
canoeists and put its Bailiffs in ridiculous 
positions of policing the river during the closed 

trout fishing season when at the very worst 
only the odd grayling angler might be found." 

Dear Sir, 
I have recently attended the Novice slalom 
organised by Bath Canoe Club at Poulteney 
Weir. Whilst I enjoyed the weekend and felt that 
on the whole the event was quite well organised 
I feel I must comment on one particular incident 
which did upset me and I'm sure did others. 

On the Sunday morning I duly got up bright 
and early to practice as I'd been unable to 
practice the previous morning due to work 
commitments.There were already a large 
number of novices on the water all patiently 
waiting to do complete practice runs of the 
course. I joined them and as you can imagine, 
had to wait quite a long time for each run. As I 
was waiting with about 1 5 other people for my 
second run, a certain Division 1 paddler came 
down the river and went straight onto the 
course to do a run. Admittedly, he didn't hold 
anyone up, but after doing his run, he came 
straight back up to the top of the weir and 
commenced a second run while I and others 
were still waiting. Again, I didn't really mind, 
although his cheek annoyed me slightly, but 
then he stopped in the middle of the weir and 
started playing around causing a lot of people to 
bottleneck on the top of the weir. He was there 
for a good while and then I couldn't believe my 
eyes when a man with a camera waded out and 
started to take photographs of this Division 1 
paddler playing on the weir. Consequently 
when my turn came for my second practice run, 
I was held up on the top of the weir, therefore 
unable to time a complete run. So in two hours 
of allotted novice practice I had 2 runs, one of 
them not being much use. Why do these people 
attend novice slaloms, does it indicate some 
insecurity in their ability to go and show off 
at a higher ranking slalom? As I have already 
said, I was quite impressed by the overall 
organisation of the event but I feel that when 
higher ranking paddlers dominate allotted 
novice practice time, something should be 
done. After all, I would have thought the whole 
point of organising a novice slalom is to 
encourage novices, not put them off. 
Ms.Glenda Prytrerch. Gwent. 

Dear Sir, 
Just a short story which may amuse! On 
Monday 30th August, 1 982, I took a party of 
six canoeists for a short trip along the River 
Ribble near Preston. As we approached a 
number of anglers I was 'tail end Charlie' and I 
heard one of them bellowing, but I could not tell 
what he was shouting. My son was in the lead 
and he stopped and waited for me to catch up. I 
said to stick close to the far bank and to say 
nothing "follow me!" 
As I came to the first angler he shouted "will 

you rescue my mate's tackle box?" I then saw 
the box bobbing about in the middle of the river. 
I towed it to the man, who by now had almost 
lost his voice as well. He was most grateful as 
the box contained not only his tackle, but also 
his jacket, money and his cigarettes. He insisted 
on giving me £2 (Salvage) so we later had a 
drink on the strength of it. Here· s to all anglers .... 
tickled? I was .... 

Stephen W Sharpe, Cheadle Hulme. 

Dear Sir, Re: Slenningford Water Mill, 
WestTanfield, Ripon 
I am writing as Manager of the above site which 
has the dubious pleasure of hosting the West 
Yorkshire Canoe Club West Tanfield Slalom. 

A month or so ago I was strongly defending 
canoeing in the canoeing versus angling 
argument and I hear as a fringe canoeist that 
slalom venues are being lost. I am certainly not 
surprised. 

Over the past 1 0 or so years whilst the Canoe 
Slalom has been run, I have had many trying 
times with cowboy canoeists, including water 
and gas switched off on the caravan site, music 
at 1.00a.m., many cases of too much drink and 
tomfoolery, litter and worst of all' fools in cars 
attempting to stock car at 50 miles per hour on 
the site. 

I must at this point say that the Slalom 
Organisers try to deal with these excesses of 
stupidity but I think it is very unfair of those 
concerned to create extra work for the 
Organisers who are after all trying to run a major 
slalom competition. 

My reason for writing this letter is the 
incidents which took place following the 
Saturday night festivities at the Staveley Arms 
in the village of North Stainley which is close to 
the slalom site when, after the pub closed quite 
a few people appear to have run riot in the 
village. 

Firstly a County Council traffic counting 
machine was sabotaged, then someone tried to 
run off with tables and chairs from the Cross 
Keys public house, house for sale signs went 
missing, two flag poles were taken down and 
bent and the flags stolen, drainage tiles were 
damaged on a building site and needless to say 
all this was not done quietly or without the 
village knowing who was responsible. 

On the road back to the caravan park a group 
of revellers were slowing down passing traffic 
and baring their backsides to the drivers, this 
being not the first such incident involving 
canoeists during the past month. My 
understanding is that the last such incident 
involved Halifax Canoe Club who were showing 
a Tanfield resident the same respect. 

Meanwhile back at the Slalom camp site I 
was having my peace disturbed by the usual 
fast cars and what sounded like seven or eight 
railway detonators going off. 

Enough really is enough. I paddle for pleasure 
myselfand I know a lot of decent canoeists. I feel 
that this is probably normal behaviour to the 
few, but it will not do for me. When the villages 
close to this site are given treatment as 
described above, I must seriously consider my 
position as Site Manager and decide whether I 
can cope with the inevitable criticism from local 
people, my employers and local angling clubs 
who say "I told you so". 

If canoeing would like us to cease to be a 
venue for canoe slalom events then I would 
breathe a sigh of relief. 
Francis R. Petchey. 

Ken Harrap, the organiser of West Tanfield 
slalom (and also BCU River Adviser for the Ure) 
comments that after organising the event for 
1 Oyears plus, he too is sick atthe excess of bad 
behaviour which took place on the Saturday 
evening of this years event-so much so that 
irrespective of whether permission is forth· 
coming from the site owners, he and West 
Yorks C.C. are seriously considering whether 
the 1983 event should be organised at all. 
Ken's present understanding is that members 
or supporters of York Canoe Club were 
responsible for the after pub rampage through 
the local village and the matter has been taken 
up with the York CC. Committee. 
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David Mamby and Peter Knowles 
(more commonly known as Green Slime) try 

TURHEV A LA HART 
Slime's original idea was to hire a minibus, 
drive it round the corner, shove a roof rack 
on, load it to the hilt, and set off. Hertz, Avis 
et al, However, don't like Turkey and quoted 
about£ 1,000 for four weeks! The next idea 
was Mike Macdonald's who suggested we 
went in Slime's Polo. I thought the first idea 
would leave too big a hole in my pocket and 
that there was not a big enough hole in the 
mint, so I went out and bought a minibus. 
"Gertie", as she became known, was a 
1970 ex-Royal Navy, ex-London school, 
Morris 250 JU minibus with 54,000 miles 
on the clock, and cost £109 - a snip. (The 
£9 was the cost of passing the MoT). 

After a week-end spent servicing the van 
and converting her to a long-distance "Cruiser" 
(and a further two months performance testing 
round London!) we were all set, though a 
couple of problems had come to light: the king 
pins were worn, to say the least, but this would 
stop the driver falling to sleep on all night 
drives; she also jumped out of reverse, and 
syncro was going on second-another blessing 
in disguise, as it would stop aspiring rally 
drivers thrashing an admittedly worn engine. 
The problem of the bald spare wheel was 
solved when I swapped my old Cortina at a 
scrap yard for a replacement wheel! 

Now we needed two more paddlers and a 
driver. Tony Ward managed to get time off 
work after Slime had written an impressive 
letter on official .. It's amazing what you can do 
with l.etraset'' paper to his boss. Dave Higson 
manaqed to afford the trip by getting a gener 
ously-paid job and an extended loan (I'm still 
waiting, Higgy) from a London building con 
tractor. Richard Dixon, a friend of both Green 
Slime's and mine, was persuaded to come 
over from Antigua and spend his holiday 
driving old Gertie down the Coruh valley while 
we were paddling the river. When he arrived 
and saw the van he questioned both his and 
our sanity, asked about 5-star insurance, and 
offered odds against our getting to Lewisham! 

After a slight delay when Slime decided to 
re-pack the van and Dixon insisted on washing 
it, we left Surbiton on the 25th June. By 
Augsberg, where we stopped for a quick 
paddle and a training swim, the control box 
was on the blink and the fuel pump was 

causing problems-and we still hadn't made it 
to Lewisham! The control box was "repaired" 
by fixing a switch in the wire to the field coil, 
and the fuel pump problem was traced-petrol 
was vapourising in the pump, thus causing 
fuel starvation. This was solved by spitting a 
couple of mouthfuls of water down a hose 
pipe which led from inside the van to a rag 
wrapped round the pump. 

Next stop Belgrade, and the water pump 
was on the way out. Unable to obtain a replace 
ment from the scrap yard we were directed to 
the local BL agent: an amazing character who 
thinks BL's are the best cars and judging by 
the way his 1 300 runs he could be right. The 
only problem was his command of English 
which beat our command of Yugoslav by two 
words - they were "No problem" - but they 
were very apt. "Can we sleep on your floor?" 
"No problem." "Can you mend the van?" "No 
problem." "Have you a new water pump?" 
"No." But he did obtain and fit new seals, 
leaving us with the problem of reversing out of 
his garage, past the thirteen or fourteen various 
Leyland cars parked in his driveway and 
garden. Next stop, Erzerum - no problem. 
2,800 miles from London, and still no sign for 
Lewisham. After a visit to the tourist office and 
the barber· s and the shoeshine boys and the 
Post Office to send those promised postcards, 
we went in search of the river. 
The Coruh river starts 7,000 feet up in the 

Pontiac Alps in the N E corner of Turkey, and 
flows down a gradient which varies between 
30 feet per mile and 1 00 feet per mile for its 
350 mile length until it arrives in the Black 
Sea, the final 30-odd miles being in Russia. 
We drove up over the mountains from the 

plain at Erzerum and down into the Coruh 
valley, where we set up camp. The river was 
small with no real rapids, just sharp gravel 
bars and irrigation dams made from trees and 
rocks. The locals, however, were totally amazed 
by the sudden appearance of a couple of 
kayaks drifting down the river. 
The following day the others set off down 

the river from the camp site whilst Dixon and I 
cleared and packed up. We thought we were 
to meet them later that evening at a suitable 
camp site. We obviously thought wrong, how 
ever, because though we arrived at a pleasant 

Every carefully organised expedition needs 
meticulous planning 

camp site with a fresh spring for water, the 
river party failed to appear. The following 
morning when they still had not appeared by 
eleven o'clock and a tractor had come which 
could tow us back across the ford, we decided 
we ought to drive back up the river to find the 
rest of the team. We found Slime and Dave 
about fifteen miles downstream ofourstarting 
point, teaching the locals how to paddle in 
exchange for their splendid hospitality the 
previous night. Tony, however, had drawn the 
short straw and gone in search of Mike 
Macdonald who had gone only two and a half 
miles downstream before holing his kayak, 
and who was supposedly waiting on the road 
side for the van to turn up with some tape, 
(This is what happens when you leave two 
Division I paddlers, a BCU senior instructor, 
and a BCU coach out on their own!) Under 
standably, Mike had grown a bit despondent 
after six hours of waiting, and had eventually 
been taken in for the night by the local English 
teacher who in the morning had sent Mike, by 
bus, to the army barracks, 45 miles away over 
the hill at lspir where, he told us after we had 
collected him, he was fed with the officers and 
waited on by privates in full uniform carrying 
.303's! After a delay of two days the tour set 
off again and Dixon and I arrived back at the 
ford forthethird time. This time, though, there 
was no tractor to tow old Gertie across, and we 
had to tow her ourselves. By this time Gerie 
was growing gills and made it across with "no 
problem" apart from the brake lights not 
working till we got back to England! 

We're here! Green Slime, 'fayed back"! 
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That's Gertie When the river's rough-pray! 

The next day on the river was gentle and 
scenic. Every so often when rounding a corner 
we would come across a fisherman fishing 
with nets who was not only friendly but fascin 
ating to watch. Unfortunately the driving got 
up to grade 5 with Dixon wishing he still had 
his Maico for a couple of the hills! The difficult 
driving and the fact that roads and maps didn't 
coincide meant that once again the river crew 
(this time five of us) failed to meet the van and 
were taken in by a local village. This village was 
an hour's walk from the road and had only 
seventeen houses to it, but the inhabitants 
provided a splendid supper, which went on 
and on arriving,- blankets, and beds to sleep 
on. Fortunately one of the villagers was a 
migrant worker home for a holiday from 
France and so we had a common language, 
though after three hours of French in a tiny 
village in Eastern Turkey I wished I had paid 
more attention at ·o· level. 

Next morning after a splendid breakfast and 
a quick canoeing lesson cut short when the 
'mayor' capsized and nearly swam the grade 
3 rapid below the village, we carried on down 
still marvelling at the hospitality. 
That night we spent at lspir where the hotel 

manager thought nothing of allowing us to 
repair a kayak on his floor, and the attendant 
locals were suitably impressed when the old 
shoeshine man discovered Hiqqv's caliper 
boot and were told that it was a result of the 
Falklands conflict! It was impossible, however, 
to find out why England had been eliminated 
from the World Cupl 

lspir marked a change in the river: the valley 
narrowed and the gradient steepened and we 
started to get good white-water paddling of 
the best kind - rapid, pool, rapid, pool, and 
every so often a longer rapid. Then we came 
across the first big rapid, a single sloping drop 
falling fifteen feet in about twenty-five with 
diagonal stoppers on either side and a large 
rock in the stopper at the bottom. We carried 
.... with all the normal excuses after a long look 
at the decidedly grade 6 route down. It was 
annoying to portage a runnable drop, especially 
as it turned out to be the only portage, but it 
was the first "big one" and the possible swim 
would not have been very pleasant. Though it 
was the only rapid we carried it was not the 
only one we got out to inspect. Most of the 
route-finding was to avoid rocks, often hidden 
in stoppers, though on a couple of drops there 
were stoppers which were definitely to be 
avoided! 

After a night camped peacefully by the river 
(until Slime decided (a) he had fleas and got 
out his dusting powder, and (b) he was going 
to burn the rubbish upwind of where everyone 
was sleeping) we were greeted in the morning 
by the local highways department. After a 
lengthy game of "Give us a clue" we decided 
they were trying to tell us that we couldn't go 
on down because it was very narrow or too big 
or not enough room, but whether this was 
referring to the road or the river or the van 
would have been beyond Lionel Blair! Three 
hours later we rounded a corner to see Gertie 
waiting for us-with a cup of tea and lunch, we 
hoped-on a bridge over the river. It transpired, 
however, that it had taken Dixon two hours to 
get that far across the bridge and he wanted us 
to see it. The small rickety bridge was made 
out of logs and had about an inch and a half to 
spare in width, and two and a half in height. 
and in addition the approach was angled. This 
meant that to 'line up' for this 'qate' he had to 
jack up the rear wheels and then move the 
back round by pushing Gertie off the jack 
several times! Butthis unorthodox manoeuvr 
ing saved a detour of at least two hundred 
miles. That night was spent in an hotel in 
Yusufeli after a few beers (the first since 
Europe) in the local beer garden. By this stage 
in the trip we were getting quite good at 
ordering in restaurants and in fact would go 
into a restaurant knowing which soup etc one 
would order, but the beer garden was very 
strange with bright coloured lights and loud 
Turkish music coming out of the badly-blown 
speakers. It was very out of place in an other 
wise strict Muslim part of the world. 
The following day we met a Swiss-Hungarian 

rafting group who were, it seemed, swimming 
the riverl They had also managed to get one of 
the rafts stuck in the middle of a rapid when a 
trailing rope had snagged, but after our effic 
ient rescue they asked us to guide them down 
the rest of the river, We agreed, but unfortu 
nately the next rapid snuck up a little suddenly 
and well, it was fun to watch from the bottom I 
After rescuing the rafts and giving them a lift 
we returned to Yusufeli for the evening to 
swap river tales and hear how they had 
escaped from Hungary to Switzerland. 
We arrived at Artvin the following day: the 

end of the river for us as Russia was down 
stream, and it's a shoot-first-ask-second 
border. All that remained now was the drive 
home: this caused Slime and Mike to say that 
they were off to have a look at the Zap river in 

Southern Turkey, and Dixon to decide to fly 
home from Istanbul. We did manage, how 
ever, to do some crazy surfing on the Black 
Sea, and to drive from Geneva to London (630 
miles) with no alternator. Maybe this was 
because we found a much shorter route back 
via the Ardechel But we drove a very devious 
route through London via the back of Catford 
to avoid Lewisham! 

Turkey was great. I had forgotten about the 
hospitality and friendliness of the small villages 
and towns. The friendliness at times becomes 
oppressive with people even hanging around 
watching you and looking for something to do 
to help! At times it makes you wonder about 
tourism: not only are you the tourist. but you 
also become the tourist attraction for the 
locals, so rare are tourists in that area. I am 
going back next year to run trips down the 
river - anyone interested, let me know: c/o 
Prestfelde, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY2 6NZ. 

paddle 
your own 
canoe! 
• Complete Range. 
• Kits or Ready built. 
• Wood or Glassfibre. 
• Kayaks, Tourers, 
Racers, Canadian //0 
canoes ff 

29 



.. NEW FOR 
1982~THE 
S-EA KING 

Features and Options available include: 
3 piece deck for easy joining: Hatches: 
Bulkheads: Deck Pump: Rubber Moulds for 
variable recessed deck fittings. 
Ask about our other nine designs and our 
range of paddles and accessories. 

Send for your free information 
pack today, or telephone: 

TRVLON LIMITED 
WOLLASTON, 
NORTHANTS, NN9 70J 
Tel: Wellingborough (0933) 6642 75 

WETSUITS 
and 
Kits 

Direct from our factory. 
Superb value, top quality, 
Wide range, large stocks, 
Quick delivery. 
Long Johns from £25.55 

Jacket & Trousers £48.95 
Quite unbeatable. 

See For Yourself. write or 
ring for free brochure, 
or call in. 
DOLPHIN WETSUITS 
AQUAQUIPMENT 
3/4 Ashwell St., St. Albans 
Herts, Tel: 66666 

9-QHRISFILM ~VIDEO LTD. 
The Mill, Glasshouses, Pateley Bridge, Harrogate, North Yorkshire, HG3 5QH. 
Film Bookings Tel: (0423) 711310 Telex: 57986 WILWA G 

Just a selection from our catalogue of over 70 
outdoor films for hire and sale. Also available 
on VHS and BET A cassettes. Send 35p for 
catalogue. 

"WILD WATER RACING" 
Training and techniques in two 
parts. 

"THE RAGING RIVER OF 
ANNAPURNA" 
1980 British Canoe Expedition. 

Ref l6/20 

Ref 16/64 

"SUN KOSI-River of Gold" 
From Australia a 48 minute film of the Aussi 
Expedition to the Himalayas. Ref 16/65 

"CANOE '81" 
World Championships 1981. Part 1 Bala, 
Part 2 Netts. Ref 1 6/66 

"URUMBAMBA" 
Sacred River of the Incas. Paddling 
Expedition to the Andes of 
Peru. Ref 16/67 

"FAST AND CLEAN" 
U.S. team preparing for World 
Championships at Jonquiere, Canada. 
Comparison of coaching 
techniques. Ref 16/70 

"SUSITNA" 
Kayakers running the first big rapid, 
Devils Creek. Ref 16/71 
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!Trade news 
NEW SHOWROOMS 
WHITEWATER SPORTS previously of Woking in Surrey have opened 
their new showrooms in Shepperton. Overlooking a marina on the River 
Thames the top floor of the marina building has been turned into one of 
canoeinq's finest retail outlets. 

Catering partly for board sailers WHITEWATER SPORTS continue to 
stock a vast range of equipment and clothing specifically for the canoeing 
market. The showroom provides a large well set out display area where 
customers can browse or ask advice of Alan Jones, the proprietor, and his 
staff. 
Well worth a visit, WHITEWATER SPORTS new address is Shepperton 

Marina, Felix Lane, Shepperton, Middlesex. Telephone 09322-4 7978. 

HOW TO BE A SHOOTING STAR! 
CLUB CANON. Launched this October, brings benefits and bargains to all 
camera users expert or beginners. 
A regular newsletter keeps members up-to-date with the many events, 

activities and offers. 
Learn how to use yourcameraatone-dayseminars held around Britain. 

Improve your photographic techniques at weekend workshops. Join 
professional photographers on assignment.Try out the latest lenses and 
accessories at camera evenings. Write in for the advice you need. Or take 
advantage of discounts on books and services. 

Publications include the colourful CLUB CANON Magazine, carrying 
interviews, reviews, techniques and outstanding picture portfolios. 
And every new member receives acomplimentarycopyof the 84-page 

CLUB CANON Handbook. 
Full details are in the CLUB CANON Membership Form available from: 

Club Canon, PO Box 104, Sheffield S 1 4FP 

WHITEWATERWEEKENDS 
INTRODUCTORY AND ADVANCED 
OUTDOOR ADVENTURE, in conjunction with the Holne Chase Hotel, are 
once again running their whitewater weekend courses on the River Dart. 
The programme operates at two levels; one for competent 'flat' water 

paddlers who want an introduction to whitewater, the other for experienced 
whitewater paddlers who want to further develop their skills. For those 
interested there will be a slalom coaching session during the weekend. In 
the evenings several excellent whitewater canoeing films have been 
arranged which can be enjoyed over a pint. Training and assessment for 
BCU awards (proficiency, advanced, 4 and 5 star) is also available. 
The weekends are run by some of the country's most experienced 

whitewater paddlers, with backgrounds ranging from expedition canoeing 
to top level competition. 
The hotel provides superb accommodation, food and facilities, all 

helping to create the ideal atmosphere. One of the best whitewater 
sections on the Dart is just a few hundred yards away, in the hotel 
grounds, and this allows easy access for sessions close to base. 

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE state that these weekends are very popular, 
so early booking is advised. 

Send for details to Outdoor Adventure, Forge Cottage, Clubworthy, 
North Petherwin, Cornwall. 

EMERGENCY PROTECTION 
An interesting emergency aid recently introduced into Britain is a low 
cost exposure wrap which the makers claim could in an emergency save 
the lives of 'adventure' sports men and women. Designed for protecting 
against the effects of exposure, the Remis wrap is small enough and light 
enough to be carried in the pocket, yet when unfolded is large enough to 
cover the averaged-sized man. 
The Remis wrap is a heat-resistant and hard wearing re-usable polyester 

film silvered on both sides to minimise heat loss from the inside and 
reflect heat from the outside. This two-way reflection provides protection 
against hypothermia in cold climates and heat exposure in hot climates. 
The wrap is also windproof and waterproof, helping the wearer to retain 
vital body heat even in wet clothes. In addition, the wrap's surfaces reflect 
artificial light and radar signals, two properties which can aid mountain 
rescue and sea rescue. 
The Remis wrap is available through many retail outlets for around 

£1.50. 

MORE NEWWATCHES 
Aimed at the sports minded lady who doesn't mind getting her hair wet, is 
CASIO'S series of water resistant quartz watches. 

Shrugging off water like the proverbial duck's back, the watches are 
internally similar, being water-resistant to a depth of 50 metres and with 
an amazing seven year battery life. Both displaytime in hours and minutes; 
pressing a button tells month and date; pressing again shows seconds 
ticking by. Calendar is automatic, needing no adjustment until 29th 
February 1 984. 
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General Purpose, Slaloms, Trainers, 
Tourers, Doubles and Canadians. 

Write for brochure and send sae to: 

CAPEL CANOES LIMITED, 
Five Oak Green, Nr. Tonbridge, Kent Tel: Paddock Wood 2128. 

$ENNEN HEIGHTS SELF-CATERING FLATS 
$ENNEN COVE, LANDS END, 
CORNWALL. IDEAL FOR SURF 
CANOEING AND SEA TOURING. 

-~~ "".'.'j~;,.,/?:.~~ - ~-----.•· ~-· .•• ./;,; .r..r~~ 
c!i- :a~lillli! __ lli_,!'11- ,.: Superbly situated above one of Britains 
r"f-"'~'.'.'° top surf beaches ideal for sea touring 

around the coves of the Lands End peninsula. 
All flats have spectacular views. Five minutes walk to Sennen 

beach. For more information contact:- JIM COTTON, SENN EN 
HEIGHTS, SENN EN COVE, CORNWALL. TELEPHONE SENN EN 
(073687) 609 or 273. 

THE NEW 
TWICKENHAM 
CANOE 
CENTRE 
The Twickenham Canoe Centre is now undernew management. Following 
alterations in the structuring of Kirton Kayaks the Canoe Centre is now 
being run by Mark Gees, the Canoe and Kayak paddle makers in 
Twickenham. 
After a six year absence Trevor Hunter, a past member of Britain's sprint 

racing team, has re-joined the paddle making business to add his expertise 
to the finest wooden paddle making business in Britain. 
The Canoe Centre is canoeing· s closest retail outlet to the metropolis 

and can be found at 18 Beauchamp Road, Twickenham, Middlesex. 
Telephone 01-892-8979. 

Membership 
Renewal 
Please note that renewal of membership is now overdue 
for all classes except certain cadets. A renewal form is 
enclosed for those members whose renewal had not been 
received as at 3rd December 1 982. No further copies of 
the magazine will besentuntilyourmembershipisreceived. 

Please note that your cover under the new insurance 
scheme is not valid unless you have renewed your mem 
bership. Full details of this cover were enclosed in the last 
edition of Canoe Focus. 

THE 
21ST 

CENTURY 
CANOE 

~LIFTS 
~ 

OFF! 

ALL LEADING MAKES OF CANOES, 
WINDSURFERS & ACCESSORIES 

LOCATED ON THE THAMES AT 
SHEPPERTON WITH 2 LAKES & THE 

RIVER FOR YOU TO TRY OUT A 
LARGE RANGE OF EQUIPMENT 

ACCESS, BARCLAYCARD & INSTANT 
CREDIT FACILITIES 

WHITEWflTER 
SPORTS 

SHEPPERTON MARINA, FELIX 
LANE, SHEPPERTON, MIDDX. 
Tel: WALTON-ON-THAMES 47978 

OPEN 9.30 to 5.30 MON TO SAT 
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Superior specification for some models includes water resistance to 
twice the depth ( 100 metres), continuous display of hour, minute and 
running seconds, calendar pre-programmed to the end of 2019, and a 
stopwatch feature. This operates with a timing interval of 1/1 00th 
second upto 20 minutes.and thereafter from one second upto 1 2 hours. 

II 
g 

PVRANHA 
Two new slalom kayaks have been introduced by PYRANHA designed 
by Graham Mackereth. Premier II,a very manoeuvrable kayak, has already 
won the Scottish Championships and the Serpents Tail Premier event. 
This new top boat is for paddlers up to 13 stone. 
The second of the two is Meran 'L', a low line kayak for paddlers upto 9 

stone but ideal for the 7 - 7 ½ stone paddler. Easy to dip but with sufficient 
buoyancy for heavy waters. 

PYRANHA have a van visiting the southern slalom events. Mathew 
Petre is running this new service which will be based in Romford. If you 
would like Mathew to visit your club or any event your club is running or 
you wish to try out demo boats please contact: Pyranha Watersports 
Centre, Marina Village, Preston Brook, Runcorn, WA7 3DW. Tel: 0928 
716666. 

WINTER HAS ARRIVED 
Instructors at the LAKESIDEY.M .CA in Cumbria are looking for elevation 
to the very top of Mount Olympus. Now that they have proved their 
capacity for walking on water Barry Howell and Ian Sadler look forward to 
receiving 'burnt offerings· in place of their usual meat and two veg. 

(Last winter was only the third occasion this century that Windermere 
has frozen over). 

THE 
MICROWAVE 

A Foam Filled High 
Performance Ski. 

Overall Length 7 feet. 
Paddlers 

Up To 14 stone. 
Prices From 
£139.00 

DRAGON 
GLASS FIBRE 
These are just two of the designs from our range 
which includes:- 

The Snipe 
Comanche 
Various Surf Skis 
Surf Kayaks 

Most of our range are also offered in kit form. 
Club and quantity discount. 
For further information contact: 

Dragon Glassfibre 
Llynfi Power Station Trading Estate 
Nr. Maesteg 
Mid. Glamorgan. 

Telephone- Bridgend 724615 

THE DRAGONBAT 
A Championship Winning Low Volume Polo Kayak. 

Prices From £71.00 
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SALTY: TALES 
REPORT ON THE BCU SEA TOURING COMMITTEE MEETING 
AT THE ANGLESEY SCHOOL OF SEA CANOEING, N.WALES 
J.J.Ramwell 

It's been a great weekend and I am now 
recovering back at work, I thought you might 
like to hear about it so here is a short report. 
When the Committee last met at Calshot, 

Southampton, in order to 'pass motions' it 
was determined to coincide our meetings 
with some attraction in order to motivate 
members to show up. We scheduled our next 
meeting for September on Anglesey from 
where, there is some exciting canoeing to be 
had. 

Our host for the weekend was Nigel Dennis 
who kindly put his School of Sea Canoeing at 
our disposal. Facilities here are ideal and this 
allowed us to enjoy a relaxed and successful 
weekend. Nigel and his School are situated at 
Trearrdur Bay only yards away from the sea. 
There is a swimming pool among the range of 
facilities and though it was not put to use as 
part of this weekend, one or two found a few 
minutes for a dip. 

Some time ago I wrote to all the Committee 
members and Regional Representatives to 
the Sea Touring Committee and invited them 
to the weekend and explained we would be 
doing some sea canoeing as well as passing 
motions· (in fact I almost did both simultane 
ously as we played in the overfalls not far from 
Souto Stack!) 

I suggested that each member bring up to 
two or three fellow paddlers with them and 
several took this up. Consequently by 1 0.00 
am on the Saturday morning eighteen of us 
were assembled at the School. After consult· 
ing the tide tables we decided to canoe from 
Cemaes Bay to Holyhead via the Skerries. 
We left Cemaes Bay shortly after high 

water and as the tides were on springs we 
were swept along at a rate of knots towards 
the Skerries. First we heard the booming of 

the fog horn; visibility was down to about a 
mile as a thick murky mist shrouded every 
thing. Soon the Island and the lighthouse 
came into view. It seemed a short time indeed 
before we were caught in the tide rips around 
the Island. Paddling to the north of the 
Skerries the main group swept down to the 
seaward side to effect a landing. 
The two of us set our compasses on 1 60° 

and allowed the tide to bounce us through 
some overfalls and eventually into Holyhead. 

No sooner had we landed than the main 
party came into view and by 5.30 pm we 
were all safely gathered in. So was a dinghy 
missing for over twenty-four hours with its 
four occupants. We had been asked to look 
out for them, in fact as we landed the Coast· 
guard asked three of the party to effect a 
search from canoes for two missing divers 
who were later rescued several miles from 
their point of dive. It appears there were few 
dull moments off the Anglesey coast even 
though the holiday season is virtually over. 

After a meal we got down to the business 
of our meeting. Chaired by 'yours truly" we 
got through a full and interesting agenda 
including plans to lay on sea canoeing meets 
of varying levels at different venues through· 
out next year-so watch for the BCU National 
Calendar and for general press releases. 

Of course we all adjourned to the Beach 
Hotel after the meeting and during this time I 
was enthralled to hear first hand of Duncan 
Richards' solo voyage from Sitka in Alaska, 
Derek Hutchinson's escapades with kites off 
the U.S.A. and Nigel Foster's incredible sea 
canoeing stories backed up with film and 
slides. 

By 9.30 the next morning we were all ready 
for some more sea canoeing. As you can see, 

very little time was wasted. Off we went to 
Portdafarch from where it was only a short 
distance to the tide race and overfalls. Being 
spring conditions they were running well and 
there were many eddies, whirls, stoppers and 
standing waves all mixed up with confused 
water. After almost an hour playing among 
this lot some of us decided to take in the 
Stacks and this we duly did. This part of the 
coastline never fails to fascinate me and the 
run through the gap between South Stack 
and Holy Island, though calm that day, can be 
quite exciting. The rock formation along the 
cliffs, a playground for climbers, is quite 
startling. 
We returned to Portdafarch through calmer 

waters and proceeded on the first stages of 
our respective journeys home by changing 
and lashing kayaks on to cars. It was at this 
time that someone commented on the two 
instructors about to take a 'bevy' of young 
sters on the sea. Here they were, all in the 
right gear, all raring to go, perhaps getting 
their first taste of being master of their own 
craft on the ocean. Tomorrow's sea canoeists 
perhaps. We salute the two in charge - 
unsung heroes, the backbone of the Coaching 
Scheme who, unlike myself who seems to 
spend too much time writing about it, actually 
get out there and do it. Good Luck to them. 

THE FRENCH CONNECTION 

. 300 metre rule 
Representations by the French Federation 
Canoe Kayak (F F CK) and CK/MER supported 
by the BCU Sea Touring Committee are now 
producing good relations between the new 
breed of French Sea Kayakist and Maritime 
Authorities and a relaxation of this rule to 
extend to 1 mile (sailboards are already 
permitted out to 1 mile) is to be officially 
announced shortly. This relaxation will only 
apply to paddlers who satisfy seagoing 
standards (BCU Sea Proficiency Kayak and 
equipment specification more or less). Further 
relaxations in the rule are hoped for in due 
course. 

Cross Channel Restrictions 
The situation is unchanged although the 
'Mirterand' Government's Maritime Authority 
has new officials and is generally more helpful 
to pleasure boating. 
That Authority maintains that Kayaks cruis 

ing the 'Pas de Calais' are a danger to them 
selves and merchant shipping and the Author 
ity will not therefore allow cross channel 
paddling. 

However, several groups, heavily supported 
by large escort vessels have crossed the 
channel since the restrictions were first 
enforced upon the Jersey group in 1979. The 
basis they have not been stopped would 
seem to be that thev are regarded as 'tenders· to 
the larger vessels and remain close to them. It is 
likely that small groups of unescorted Kayaks 
have also slipped across by launching and land· 
ing where 'Les Gendarmes· are less vigilant. 

CK/MER 
This association of sea canoeists is now well 
supported and officially recognised as the 
French Authority for Sea Kayaking. Now in its 
second year, it circulates a newsletter, liaises 
with other French groups of similar interests. 
Syllabuses for Sea Kayak Awards are currently 
under consideration. 
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CANOE LIFEGUARD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
The Gosport and Fareham Inshore Rescue Services kindly hosted the 
Corps of Canoe Lifeguards Championships at Stokes Bay in Septem 
ber. The weather on the Saturday was far from fine and although it 
tried to make up for it on the Sunday it only succeeded in raining in the 
morning. 
The competition events on Saturday were of the stimulating sort, 

being a jump-out relay race (have you ever tried changing over a 
swimmer, a canoeist and their protective clothing out to sea?); 
rescuing a 'tired· swimmer who turns out to be a member of your own 
team and therefore gives you all the help he can; guiding a canoeist 
through a maze by signals from the land; rescuing two non-swimmers 
and their waterlogged canoe (the 'non-swimmers' are local volunteers 
and are nearly always very good at acting their part); and the rescue by 
one member of each team of another, 'unconscious, non-breathing' 
volunteer. In these events there was always some form of timing but at 
the same time the lifeguard(s) had to see to the proper handling of 
their patients. 

The Sunday event is always the Main Incident, and all the teams are 
tucked away safely so that each cannot get tips from the others as to 
what is going on. On this occasion the 'Incident' consisted of two 
swimmers getting into difficulties out to sea, two members of the 
public going out in a small rowing dinghy to help them but, in their 
efforts to pull the swimmers on board, the dinghy capsizes, breaks the 
forearm of one of the swimmers and knocks one of the dinghy crew 

out and traps him underneath. On observing all this, another member 
of the public calls the lifeguards out to rescue them. 

Your correspondent had the privilege of being on the inshore 
lifeboat with the judges on board who were judging the work of the 
lifeguards while they were out to sea. More judges watched their work 
as they got the bodies ashore. It was extremely interesting to observe 
the efficiency of each team of three, and how they coped and 
organised their rescues. O.J. Cock 

National Challenge 1st GAFIRS I 
Cup 2nd St. Austell 

39 points 
34 points 

Home Challenge Cup 
(Best performance in 1st Weymouth I 
the main incident-team)2nd GAFIRS I 

28 points 
26 points 

Sea Link Trophy 
(Best performance in the 1st Dave Martyn 
main incident - 2nd James Lawrence 
individual). 

Individual Trophy Stephen Flack of Weymouth 

Apps Trophy 
(Best overall placing for 
a new team). Barking Marine Activities Centre 

GLOSSARY OF COMMONLY USED CANOEING TERMS 
The following terms have been set out to help the novice or 
beginner paddlers amongst us. 

ADIDAS TRACK GEAR: 
Posers clothing. 
ANGLERS: 
Fish hunters, often seen waving arms, 
catapulting small wriggly things and heard 
uttering obscenities. (To be avoided.) 
B.D.H.'s: 
Leaky, breakable, tough, waterproof 
containers. 
BEAVER TAIL: 
Shape of canoe after being run over by large 
truck. 
BUOYANCY AID: 
(feminine) Large rugosities on chest. 
BULK HEAD: 
Person winning event and letting everyone 
know about it. 
CAMERA: 
Expensive equipment often carried on trips, 
submerged in rough water, dropped, kicked 
and thrown. Seldom produces photographs. 
CANOEING: 
Sport where a person sits in a plastic boat 
floating down a river, gets wet and keeps 
hitting the water on alternate sides with 
long flat-ended pole. 
COLOURED DECALS: 
Found adorning old canoes, great for 
covering holes in boat and paddler. 
CRASH HAT: 
Used for head butting submerged rocks. 
Ideal projectile for hurling at mistaken 
officials. 
CRYSTAL PALACE EXHIBITION: 
Anthropological show of canoe/kayak 
designers. 
EAR PLUGS: 
Useful items for chewing on to relieve 
boredom on boring river trips. 
FIBRE PILE: 
Paddlers best clothing, red or blue, worn zip 
and beer stains. 
FOOTREST BRACKET: 
Ingenious construction enabling paddler to 
scratch itchy little toe on. 

HANDS: 
During winter - blue, rigid, oddly shaped 
objects on end of arm, vital for altering 
paddle angles. 
INSTRUCTOR: 
Administrator of tortures/Qualified sadist, 
requires little or no payment. 
KAYAK: 
Original name for canoe. Developed from 
hollowed out cow like animal from 
Mongolia. 
UFA UNDERWEAR: 
Being non absorbent, will not mop out 
canoe, dry hands, hair, etc ... 
MARS BAR: 
Staple diet of paddlers, relieves boredom, 
fits neatly into mouth. 
MONEY: 
Rarely seen tokens exchanged for gear, 
Mars bars and smelly transparent liquid 
from Arabia. 
NOSE CLIPS: 
Accessory preventing nasal objects 
polluting water. 
OUTDOOR CENTRES: 
Houses of ill repute responsible for over 
crowding water-ways. 
PLAS Y BREN IN: 
Hostelry where torture is administered in 
form of S.I. Assessment. 
POLY BAG: 
Useful on long car journeys for shouting 
'Bill' into, or taking the parrot on long 
journeys. 
RIVER: 
Moving wet object, meeting place of 
paddlers. 
ROCKERED KEEL: 
Plastic Banana. 
ROOF RACK: 
Ironmongery on car top used to scratch car 
and new canoe, breeding ground for rust. 

SLEEPING BAG: 
Smelly, greasy, once warm cocoon. 
Paddlers can be found festering in these 
during the hours of darkness. 
SPRAYDECK: 
Nylon skirt for preventing Mars bar crumbs 
getting into cockpit. 
SUNGLASSES: 
Vital for macho, cool, States type image 
(MUST BE REFLECTIVE). 
SURFING: 
Aspect of canoeing involving paddler 
breaking canoe and being impregnated with 
salt water causing rotting and overall 
weakness. 
TRAINING: 
Form of torture familiar to competitive 
paddlers. 
WETSUIT BOOTEES: 
Source of foul odour emanating from wet 
bag. 
CROSS LINKED, HIGH DENSITY, 
INDESTRUCTIBLE POLYETHYLENE 
BOATS: 
Tupperware. 

Kev Holton. Staffs. 
(Ed: Any additions to the Glossary of 
Canoeing Terms would be gratefully 
received by the management). 

The Water Sports Lobby 
Ron Emes, Director of the British Canoe 
Union, has been re-elected by the Water 
Recreation Division of the Central Council of 
Physical Recreation, as their Deputy Chair 
man and member of the Council's Executive 
Committee for a further term of two years, 
1983/85. The Water Recreation Division is 
representative of almost every organised 
water sport and recreation in Britain, and its 
membership includes such diverse interests 
as the British Association for Shooting and 
Conservation, and the Surf Life Saving Associ 
ation. It is a powerful and vocal water sports 
lobby previously chaired by the late David 
Nations, now by Derek Hales of the National 
Federation of Sea Anglers, and provides an 
invaluable forum for debating issues of 
common interest to water sports enthusiasts 
and recreationalists. 
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Focus Classified 

FOR SALE 
NORDKAPP- Kevlar - expedition prepared 
£225 OL YM P V - Diolen - good condition 
£110 Phone: Ambleside 3540 

PADDLE MITTS - Beat the frozen finger 
bogies, Paddle this winter in "hot hand" 
poggies! As used by the award winning 
Fraser River Expedition. 5oz nylon. Direct 
Mail £5.25 inc. P & P to Sue Hornby, 34 
Kelvinbrook, West Molesey, Surrey. 

P & H SURFER Good Condition. Fitted with 
Lendal Footpump £68.00 Bristol 426214 

One SNIPE, One KW7 general purpose 
Kayak almost new £80 each. Phone 0502 
513368 

25% off list OTTERSPORTS CANOES To 
clear -New stock Collected from our 
showroom POLYMARINE LIMITED Friday 
Street Chorley, Lancashire. Telephone 
Chorley (02572) 78531 & 78627 

EQUIPE 79- Kevlar Team vg condition 
Gold with outside seam £90 Mrs. Farmer, 
Petersfield 3631 

WWR Interceptor 3-Red-ldeal Div C £35 
Mrs.Farmer, Petersfield 3631 

ELECTRA - Red - Kevlar patches vg 
condition £90 Mr. Richards, Sandbach 
60383 

WWR PYRANHA- Mauve- sound boat 
£40 Mr. Richards, Sandbach 60383 

Canoes and Accessories at discount prices 
Whitewater, Ace, Coleman, Ottersport, Mark 
Gees, Hawkesworth, etc. Wide range of 
sport and recreational equipment at very 
competitive prices. Instant credit up to 
£1,000! (Send for written details) Full price 
list available from Ski and Sea Ltd Dept. CF 
25-35 Kings Road, Brentwood, Essex. 
CM144ER. 

TOURING CANOE AND PADDLE £60 ono 
Good condition. Phone Claire Lodge 
01.527.7033 

MITCHELL CANADIAN slalom paddles £20 
Pete Wood Abson 3458 

AVONCRAFT general purpose canoe extra 
strong construction Bright yellow, all 
fittings, low mileage £70 ono Phone 
024.369.4025 

KEEPING WARM? World Class custom 
made wetsuits specifically designed for 
active surface sports in a cold climate. Send 
SAE for detailed information sheet to: Rick 
Abbott, Ra Wetsuits 58 South Street, 
Braunton, N.Devon EX33 2AN. 

CANOE TRAILER for 12 boats. Lighting 
Board included - new £400. Contact John 
Ringwood 041.552.5320 

TOP QUALITY SNIPES AND APACHES 
Professionally built to surf specifications 
£79 and £75. Specially strengthened 
canoes for scouts and youth groups. 
Available to order at £10 extra. Stan Holtorp 
01.398.3118 

DELTA C1. Sandwich construction 
£120.00 ono. Phone Harlow 30320 

THE NEW LINDESFARN VOYAGER MK2 
Also the Elk competition slalom craft, just 
two of the range held by Fleet Canoes. 
Open evenings and weekends. SAE Francis 
King, 67 Westover Road, Fleet, Hampshire 
Tel: 025.14.22506 

WANTED - SEA KAYAKS by members of 
West Norfolk Canoe Club - contact Trevor 
Riches, 11 Station Road, Snettisham, Kings 
Lynn Norfolk. PE31 7QL. Tel: 
0485.42299 

SITUATIONS VACANT 
Canoeing Instructor required with 
sailing/climbing skills preferable also, from 
April to October, at The Ranch, (Christian 
Centre for youth and handicapped groups), 
Llanbedr, Gwynedd, North Wales. 
Telephone: 034.123.358. 

DRAKES ISLAND ADVENTURE CENTRE 
Vacancies exist for the 1 983 season for 
qualified or very experienced instructors, to 
teach rockclimbing, canoeing, sailing, 
caving and mountaincraft. Applicants must 
be capable of establishing a good working 
relationship as tutor to groups of students 
whilst still commanding their respect. Age 
range of students would be from 8 years 
old to adult, on courses of up to two weeks 
duration. Employment would be from 
March to September. For further details 
contact The Warden, Drake's Island 
Adventure Centre, Mayflower Centre, 
Plymouth, Devon, PL2 3DG. 

HOLIDAYS 
DERBYSHIRE ACTION HOLIDAYS 
families/individuals with qualified 
instructors -canoeinq to climbing, cycling, 
camping. Bed and Breakfast from £4.00 - 
Matlock 5 miles. Brochures from Kirby 
House, Winster, Derbyshire. Phone 
062988 - 716 

ACCOMMODATION 
Next to Wye at Rhayader Mid Wales (Near 
lthon) Special discounts for groups off 
season; excellent self catering apartments 
£2.50 pp nightly. Comfortable, clean and 
warm with all facilities. Licensed, 
gamesroom, good parking. Phone Alison 
Gallagher 0597.810735 

Oliver Cock Testimonial 
The closing date for the Oliver Cock 
Testimonial Fund will be the 31st December 
1 982. Those wishing to contribute to the 
Fund should send their donations marked 
'The Oliver Cock Testimonial Fund" to British 
Canoe Union Headquarters, Flexel House, 
45-4 7 High Street, Addlestone, Weybridge, 
Surrey, KT1 5 1 JV 

Los Angeles Olympic Games 
1984 
Sports fans in Britain are being offered the 
opportunity now to register their interest in 
going to the Los Angeles Olympic Games in 
1984. Americana Sports Travel Limited, a 
newly-formed company which has been 
appointed sole UK ticket and tour agent for 
the Los Angeles Olympics in 1984 by the 
British Olympic Association, has launched a 
priority registration scheme. For only £7.50 
per person, sports enthusiasts can stake a 
priority claim for the world's greatest sporting 
spectacle, to be held July 28 - August 12, 
1 984. for further information write to British 
Canoe Union Headquarters. 

EXPEDITIONS ADVISORY CENTRE 
Organisers of Expeditions are invited by the 
Expeditions Advisory Centre, Royal Geo 
graphical Society, 1 Kensington Grove, 
London SW7 2AR, telephone 01.581.2057, 
to submit details of their projects and 
expeditions for inclusion on the national 
register of exploration activities. 

ANGMAGSSALIK 
ROUND BRITAIN 
1st solo circumnavigation of Britain by 
Kayak. 
Honest story of depressed feelings, of 
tense excitment, tackling some of the 
worlds most demanding coastline and 
sea. 
£2.50 (incl. P.& P.) 

Available From: 
G.J. Hunter, 
1, Ockley Cottages 
Ockley Lane,Hawkhurst, KENT 
Tel: (05805) 2037 SUE HORNBY-Commonwealth Ladies K1 

Champion, Down River Racing 
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Bring out the 
best in your favourite 
sport, when you 

holiday in Europe's 
most unspoiled waters p,e Scottish Highlands 

s~ the coupon n 
Holiday Ideas '83. It also include 
and boardsailing holidays. 

Post the coupon to 
Highlands and Islands, Main 
Street. Golspie, Sutherland, 
Scotland. Or phone 040 83 3 t 00 
agy time night or day. 
r: 
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