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Editorial 
The Second Annual General Meeting of the 
Incorporated British Canoe Union was held 
at the Zoological Society of London on the 
first Saturday in March. No doubt there are 
those who would consider both the venue 
and the month particularly apposite to the 
occasion, and in view of the attendance and 
the business discussed their speculations 
may well be appropriate. There were 55 
persons present, most of these were 
members of the Council of Management, 
and the remainder had been invited to the 
meeting to receive awards for their services 
to the Union. Interestingly, there were a 
number of items for consideration that 
were to say the least controversial. The 
largest deficit ever experienced by the 
Union, £9,383.00 had been reported; there 
was a motion before the meeting that 
sought to transfer the authority of the 
Council of Management to the membership 
for settling the level of annual subscrip­ 
tions and there was a potential loss to be 
reported o,f £5,000.00 or so, that had arisen 
from the organisation of Canoe '81. All this 
information had been circulated to every 
member of the Union, with their Spring 
issue of Canoe Focus, and the 1981 annual 
report and statement of accounts, thus pro­ 
viding adequate time for digestion and 
action. Approximately 1 % of the voting 
membership of the Union considered the 
occasion to be sufficiently important to 
justify their attendance, and as has al ready 
been reported, most of these had a special 
interest in the proceedings. What lessons is 
the Union to learn from this paradoxical 
experience? All the traditional features 
necessary for a well attended, lively and 
useful Annual General Meeting were pre­ 
sent. The venue was reasonably accessible, 
information had been widely circulated and 
in good time, and the business for discussion 
was interesting and controversial. Is it that 
members are not sufficiently concerned 
with the administrative activities of the 
Union? Is it that they are reasonably satis­ 
fied with the conduct of the Union's affairs? 
Is it that most consider the paraphernalia of 
meetings, motions, and management to be 
extraneous and irrelevant to their personal 
canoeing interests? 

Whatever the reason, the Council of 
Management at their most recent gathering 
agreed that it was time to relegate the 
Annual General Meeting from an occasion 
traditionally regarded as the Union's peren­ 
nial bun-fight, to that of a formal business 
meeting, strictly in accordance with the 
Companies Acts, at which there will be no 
extra-mural activity, and where it will not 
be considered a failure should no more than 
the statutory quorum (15 members) be in 
attendance. 

Whilst, therefore, the Union have clearly 
failed to attract members to their tedious 
and boring annual yawn, they have been 
magnificently successful with the organisa­ 
tion of the International Canoe Exhibition. 
The Minister of Sport, Neil Macfarlane 
graced the occasion with his presence, and 
Fosters Sports Foundation were delighted 
to have provided the Exhibition with very 

useful sponsorship. So it seems that "Times 
change and we change with them". The 
Annual General Meeting, which in the 50s 
and 60s was the social occasion of the 
canoeing year, often attracting two or three 
hundred members, when everybody who 
was anybody came to London to meet the 
hoi polloi, gossip, exchange news, and 
congregate in their separate Committees 
before or after the main attraction of the 
day, has finally sunk into oblivion. The 
opportunity it provided for socialising has 
gradually fallen to the Exhibition, which, 
with its exhausting programme of films, 
displays, competitions, conferences, sym­ 
posia, demonstrations, and the facilities 
available for viewing canoes, equipment and 
people, has limitless potential for develop­ 
ment and expansion, and most importantly 
does not cost the Union money to organise, 
indeed it provides a very generous source of 
income to their funds. 

However, to return to the original theme 
which was the 1982 Annual General Meet­ 
ing, and its business. The motion that 
sought to prevent the Council from increas­ 
ing subscriptions and imposing levies with­ 
out the consent of the membership was not 
lost, it was decimated. Not one single vote 
was cast in its favour, and during the de­ 
bate that preceeded the motion being put 
to the meeting, it was apparent that mem­ 
bers were well satisfied that the Council 
had behaved with scrupulous fairness. 
There was a general concensus view expres­ 
sed that the benefits of membership should 
be considerably improved and the cost 
thereof incorporated in subscriptions. Thus, 
the implications were that comprehensive 
insurance, including accident, equipment, 
and life, be provided, and that the services 
available from the Union should be updated. 
Inevitably arrangements of this nature 
would necessitate an increase in subscrip­ 
tions of two or three pounds a year, and 
the obvious consequence is that those who 
need and must join the Union will continue 
so to do and enjoy the improved facilities of 
membership. Those who join for altruistic 
reasons however, will be less favourably in­ 
clined, and it might well be that member­ 
ship would suffer detrimentally. Alterna­ 
tively, a much smaller subscription rate 
could be offered to those who merely wish­ 
ed to be "associated" with or support the 
Union and its activities, providing minimal 
benefits, and costing only a few pounds. 
The worrying feature of such a proposal is 
of course that those presently paying a full 
membership subscription, who were not 
attracted by the new benefits, and who did. 
not have to be full members, either as com­ 
petitors or through their involvement with 
the coaching scheme, would opt for an 
associate membership. Estimates are that 
this would cost the Union many thousands 
of pounds in its first year of operation. 
Clearly a balanced judgement, with a careful 
appraisal of the evidence available is neces­ 
sary. Fortunately for the Union, the final 
decision still remains with the Council of 
Management, and not the Annual General 
Meeting. Whilst most would agree that the 
democratic process manifest in general 
meetings of members is to be admired and 
encouraged, it is reasonable to propose that 
government by discussion will only be effec­ 
tive if people can be stopped from talking! 
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Competing in Slalom 
A State of Mind? asks Neil Shave 

• • • 

The lists of names in the Slalom Yearbook 
give some indication of the number of 
people competing seriously in this area of 
the sport. But there are others who com­ 
pete less seriously, and many more for 
whom slalom is a mystery. 

I fell into the latter group. Like many 
of my fellow recreationalists, I could pro­ 
bably negotiate a slalom course without 
making too much of a fool of myself, but I 
am not moved to take part in a real event. 
The reasons took some thinking about, but I 
came up with four: 

1) I'm not competitive 
2) I see no sense in spending a whole week­ 
end canoeing, but really only being on the 
water for about six minutes. 
3) I do not understand the rules 
4) The jargon is like a foreign language 

My conscience nudged me into looking a 
little deeper - Was there really something 
unacceptable about slalom? - Or was it just 
a state of mind? 

The Competitive Problem: The solution 
is simple, we are all competitive. Examples 
abound in everyday life ... have you never 
'competed' for the hand of a preferred part- 
ner? have you never 'competed' for a 
job? have you never 'competed' to get to 
school or work on time? 

What is slalom, apart from competing 
with all available experience, technique and 
strength to negotiate as fast as possible a 
particular course over agitated water? Per­ 
haps what has been putting me off is the 
fact that some people are so deadly serious 
about winning, that failure to beat every­ 
body else is accompanied by tears and 
tantrums. Perhaps we should remember 
that slalom is competing against the course 
and the water; the only way to judge 
whether our skills are sweet perfection being 
to see how well someone else manages. But 
it is always the course that beats you, never 
the other paddler. State of mind? 

The Time Problem: There are many of 
us who have arrived at a river bank to find 
that the river has dried up or is in flood, or 
have arrived at the coast to find the tide 
miles out or the sea torn apart by a raging 
gale. We probably get on the water for a 
few minutes, and then justify the rest of 
the weekend spent away from home by 
talking about thecarneraderie and team­ 
spirit of our fellow paddlers. Is slalom not 
much the same? A practice run and two 
live runs - perhaps seven minutes at most. 
And the rest of the weekend? It's the 
cameraderie and team-spirit that makes it so 
enjoyable. Perhaps the only real difference 
with slalom is that you know before you 
start that time on the water will be mini­ 
mal. State of mind? 

The Rules Problem. No problem. 
Before you can understand rules, you need 
to know them, and the Slalom Yearbook ex­ 
plains them very clearly. Rules govern 
which side of the road we drive on, when we 
are allowed tomarrv and how many years 
we must attend school. Almost everything 
we do is governed by rules, and it is a pathe­ 
tic argument to pretend that it is only those 
of slalom that are not to be understood. 
State of mind? 

The Jargon Problem. Every skill, every 
profession, in fact every group of people 
working at the same task, has a language of 
its own. Even the various disciplines within 
our own sport have their own terms and 
expressions. Part of the reason is perhaps 
that everyday English does not have a word 
that suitably describes every movement or 
situation or set of circumstances that specia­ 
list skills require. Part of the reason is 
perhaps that we sometimes like to be able 
to make our interests sound very important 
or talk about them without too many other 
people following the conversation. In 
either case, the normal way to pick up jar­ 
gon is to get involved with the people using 
it - the same way as a child first learns its 
mother tongue. So if your excuse is that of 

it being a 'Catch 22' situation - you cannot 
learn the language until you are involved, 
and you cannot get involved until you 
learn the language - it's not valid. State of 
mind? 

So that now all objections have been 
dismissed, let us start competing. 

Apart from boat, paddle, crash hat, 
spray deck and lifejacket or buoyancy aid, 
you need to be a member of the BCU and 
have an entry card. Blanks of the latter 
are obtained by begging or borrowing some 
from your club, or by sending a large stamp­ 
ed self-addressed envelope to: Mr R. Hardy, 
'Brevard', Church Road, Newtown, 
Fareham, PO17 6LE. The completed entry 
card (together with the fee) needs to be 
sent to the organiser of the slalom, to arrive 
not later than the Friday a fortnight prior to 
event. Instructions and a start list arrive, 
and the weekend soon comes round. Your 
first competition will be in the Novice Divi­ 
sion, although the rest of the divisional 
structure differs slightly, depending on 
whether you paddle kayak or canadian. 
Dates for the Novice (as well as other) 
events and the names of organisers appear 
on various calendars, as well as in the Year­ 
book. 

It 1s a weekend away - camping or 
caravaning - cooking for yourself or for 
others - talking about the water and the 
course - watching the preparations and 
the performances - meeting the compet­ 
itors and their companions. Every now 
and again there are a few minutes afloat, 
when the rushing of the waters and the 
reactions of the spectators spur you on. 
Officials keep careful note of the time, and 
judges allot penalty points depending on 
poles that you hit or gates that you miss. 
The highest placed competitors are pro­ 
moted to Division 4 (in kayak events), on 
the basis of 1 for every 5 starters. 

Strangers now become colleagues as 
efforts are compared - the eddy by Gate 
6, the break-out after Gate 12, the sprint 
to the finish. Out of the officials and the 
timekeepers and the judges, out of the 
scores and the penalties and the results - 
comes an atmosphere. Not of the fastest 
man being the best, but of belonging to a 
great team. 

It's not the winning, it's the taking 
part ... the only difference being a state 
of mind? See you soon. 

(Left) Slalom events take place over a weekend, and most competitors and judges camp or caravan. The scattered tents, boats and bits of 
kit hanging to dry might appear untidy to the purist, but it is home and part of the atmosphere for those taking part. (Right) A touch by any 
standard and the 5 point (second) penalty that it carries. 
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The Divisions; 
There are 6 for kayaks, starting with Novice and working 
through Divisions 4 to 1 up to Premier at the top. There is one 
structure for men and another for ladies. Canadian (or canoeing) 
events - both singles and doubles - are divided into only 4 divi­ 
sions, with the sexes competing together. Youth (under 18) and 
Junior (under 16) compete alongside others, but there is often 
an additional trophy for the fastest in the event. The most 
popular event is Mens K 1, the year having started with a list as 
follows Premier Division Position 1) Richard Fox, 2) Roger 
Manwaring, 3) Albert Kerr, 4) Nick Wain, followed by 1943 
eager paddlers as far as Ben, David, Ken and Kenneth Young - 
appearing at the bottom of Division 4, thanks to the alphabet 
and no results so far. Hundreds of others are equally eager, but 
remain anonymous in the Novice Division, until promotion 
reveals a name. 

The modern slalom boat has minimum inherent buoyancy, and 
often travels just on or beneath the surface of the water, particular­ 
ly in broken water. This, coupled with the 10 cm gap between 
the poles and the water, means that a paddler can turn his boat 
inside a gate. He must be careful, however, to ensure that the line 
across his shoulders passes through the gate completely before he 
turns, otherwise he could be deemed to have missed the gate and 
incur a 50 point penalty. 

The Course: 
The course must not be more than 800 metres long and is made 
up of a number of gates, through which a competitor must pass. 
Each gate is two poles suspended above the water, each pole 
being at least two metres long and between 35 and 50mm in 
diameter. One pole in each gate is painted with five white and 
five red bands (alternate colours), and the other pole painted in 
white and green. In both cases the bottom band must be white 
and the end of the pole at least 10cm above the water, adjustable 
in length to match the water level. A gate must be between 1.20 
and 3.50 metres wide and negotiated in numeric sequence, the 
number being displayed in black on both sides of a yellow board 
measuring 30cm by 30cm hanging from the top. The side from 
which the gate must not be attempted has a red diagonal stripe 
painted through the number. Each gate must be negotiated such 
that the red and white pole is on the left hand side of the 
paddler and this will necessitate some gates being taken back­ 
wards (known as reverse gates.) A course must include at least 
four of these and they are identifiable by the letter 'R' painted 
on both sides of a yellow board as per the gate number. In 
addition, one forward gate is nominated as the 'team' gate. It is 
marked as for a reverse gate, but with the letter 'T', and a team 
(of three paddlers) has to negotiate it within a 15 second period 
during their run. Both 'R' and 'T' boards have a red diagonal 
stripe through the no-entry side. The starting line for the course 
cannot be the first gate (·although it can be a special start gate) 
and the finishing line must be at least 25 m from the last gate. 

CHRIS HAWKESWORTH LTD. 
WILD-WATER CENTRE 
GLASSHOUSES MILL 
HARROGATE 
HG35QH 
Tel: 0423 711624/5 

OUR SHOP WILL 
BE OPEN ALL SUMMER 
UNTIL 30th OCTOBER 
WEEKDAYS 8 am to 5 pm 
SATURDAYS 10 am to 5 pm 
IF YOU CANT CALL IN, WHY NOT 
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
EXCELLENT MAIL ORDER 
SERVICE? MOST ITEMS 
AVAILABLE FOR SAME DAY 
DESPATCH. 
SEND S.A.E., OR RING FOR FREE 
BROCHURE AND PRICE LIST 

OUR FILMS 

AVAILABLE ON VIDEO CASSETTE, 
VHS AND BETA. 
COVERS A WIDE RANGE - 
CANOEING, SAILING, CLIMBING 
AND POTHOLING 

SEND 35p in stamps for Brochure. 

CHRISFILM & VIDEO LTD. 
GLASSHOUSES MILL, 
HARROGATE 
HG3 5QH 
Tel: 0423 711310 
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oeoorene 
wa,st band~ 

An Ingemous design in 3mm 
double-hned neoprene, gives 
grip, warmth and the use ol the 
hand without the need tor re­ 
moving the m,t 
Ptease state small. medium or 
large. 
£735 

separate thumb 

cutaway palm 

CANOE CAGOULE 
This new deStgn gives a 
shmmer fl! but the underarm 
gussets still alk>w a generous 
amount of room In the 
sbousdees, The waterproof zip 
opening also gives greater 
comfort in warm weather II Is 
made from 4oz nykm and Is 
available In red. royal or red 
and royal. 
Please state chest size for 
small. mechum. large or extra 
large. 
C16.95 

d1v1s1on /or forefinger 

NEOPRENE SKULL CAP 
Made from 3mm double-lmed 
neoprene. these caps are 
designed tor use under 
hetmets. The scalk>pmg 
around the ears 
allows for ummpaIred 
heanng Ideal lor surl1ng or 
wbue water 
£450 

All pnces include post and packing Access and Barclaycard welcome 
Please send cash with order by mail or telephone with Access or Barclaycard number 

Outdoor Education 
B.Ed Hons (4 years) 

B.A. Combined Studies (Sports Studies) (3 years) 

Diploma in Youth and Community Work (2 years) 

Post-Graduate Certificate in Education (1 year) 

All Undergraduate Courses commence at an introductory 
level and progress to advanced standards in the following - 
Canoeing, Mountain Work, Sailing. 

In most routes the above courses can be combined with 
Enviromental Studies, Anatomy and Physiology 
Biomechanics. 

The College is geographically well situated enabling 
fieldwork to be carried out in the immediate locality and the 
nearby Peak District North Wales is within easy reach and 
courses are run at the Cheshire Outdoor Centre on Anglesey 
which also provides the opportunity for National Qualification 
Assesments (ie. B.C.U .. R.Y.A., M.LC.) 

_For further information about the course and entry 
qualifications please write to:· The Academic Office, Crewe 
·& Alsager College of Higher Education. Crewe Cheshire. a CW1 1 DU. Tel: Crewe (0270) 583661. 

(b; Crewe+AlsagerCollege U of Higher Education 
· ~ On course for a brighter futur 

Please send me your FREE CATALOGUE of 
glassfibre Touring Canoes - Various Kayaks 
(double and single) : Paddles : British 
Standards Ufejackets: Canoeing accessories. 

Name _ 

Address c• 

-1-------------- 1 OTTERSPORTS LTD., Ash Street, Northampton, England. I 
_T~ ~!29..!2~r E~ ..J 
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It is with some humility that f don the 
mantle of my revered predecessor "Snoopy". 
It was inevitable that immediately his flair 
for fearlessly investigative journalism be­ 
came known, he would be quickly 
"snatched" from the relative obscurity of 
the canoeing press and transported to fame 
and fortune with the tabloids. Whilst his 
fans will obviously be disappointed, many 
of them will applaud this demonstration of 
the market-place economy in action - 
United Press International Ltd. had 
"Snoopy" on a metaphorical lead. Immed­ 
iately there was some prospect that hisser­ 
vices would be used unprofitably, there was 
a sharp tug and it was back to the kennel!! 
Anyhow, or as they say in some parts of the 
country "Any road up", for better or for 
worse you now have me, "Houndog", and 
whilst I may not be all that "Snoopy" was, 
I'm enthusiastic, energetic, and most im­ 
portantly it would seem, I have no business 
connections, and can therefore pledge com­ 
plete loyalty to my public - that is until I 
get a better offer. This then, being the first 
occasion that I have addressed my readers, 
may I unreservedly re-affirm the pledge that 
"Snoopy" gave to you all in his introduc­ 
tory column, but three short issues ago, 
Autumn 1981 to be precise. I solemnly pro­ 
mise that I will not be deterred from report­ 
ing truth, as I see it. I will only use innuen­ 
do, half-truths and scandal when I consider 
it necessary - I will never be persuaded by 
those without influence and authority from 
revealing all!!!, in other words I will, with­ 
out fear or favour, maintain the traditions 
of the sensationalist press. 

Albert Cracks it 
Canoeings Gordian Knot, which equates to 
solving 100 Times crosswords during a 
Council meeting, has finally been cracked 
by Albert. How to raise £3 million from 
2678 slalomists and their mums to build the 
Artificial Slalom Course at Holme Pierre­ 
pont. Albert, Albert Woods to those unfam­ 
iliar with one of the better known wits of 
the Canoeing World, is Chairman of the 
Holme Pierrepont National Water Sports 
Centre Artificial Slalom Course Action 
Committee. On receiving a recent enquiry 
regarding charges from a scout group an­ 
xious to use the Course when it is complet­ 
ed, he replied - "The first three goes will 

cost £1 million each, and after that its 1 Op 
per run"!! 

He should be so Lucky! 
I am reliably informed that the proceedings 

· of the last excretiatingly boring meeting of 
the Council of Management were enlivened, 
when new members were invited to intro­ 
duce themselves. All dutifully announced 
their names and status within the Council, 
thus .... Bryan Ward, Touring Committee; 
Paul Rea, Elected Member; Dave Stanley, 
Yorkshire and Humberside. The last to 
speak was obviously overcome by the 
enormity of the occasion and announced 
with great solemnity, "John Liddell, Erect­ 
ed Member"!! 

Time Travellers to Note 
Whilst it is wise to acknowledge that none 
of us are perfect, even though some of us 
may be, the most recent publication of 
"Canoeing" does contain an interesting 
example of the problems that beset the 
moguls of the press. A fascinating photo­ 
graph of a very old C2 negotiating the 
Merana World Championships Course in 
19-plonk, seeks a suitable caption. The 
closing date for entries into this idiomatic 
competition was given as the 10th March. 
Unfortunately Canoeing magazine was not 
delivered to subscribers until some days 
after entries had to be submitted. Ah well, I 
suppose it avoids the problem of nominating 
a winner! 

Felications Frank 
For those who seek the elixir of life, take up 
canoeing! Frank Luzmore, well known for 
many years as the Archdeacon of Open 
Canoeing, celebrated his 90th birthday at 
Richmond Canoe Club recently. Whilst he 
does not admit to personal acquaintance 
with MacGregor, he's certainly been around 
a very long time. All readers of Focus will 
wish to join Houndog in expressing their 
congratulations to Frank and expressing the 
sincere hope that he will become Canoeing's 
first centenarian. 

Piscatorial Perambulations 
Who spotted "Snoopy's" deliberate mistake 
in the last but one issue of Focus? It must 
have been obvious to all but the most illiter­ 
ate of readers. Fishermen are not adherants 
of Newton of course, he was the chap who 
was banged on the head with an apple, (or 
was that William Tell) and pontificated 
about motion. It was Izaak Walton of The 
Complete Angler to whom fishermen turn 
for inspiration, though from 'Houndogs' 
experience motion is hardly their scene! A 
remote connection has been discerned be­ 
tween these two great men however, in that 
Walton once observed - "Angling may be 
said to be so like the mathematics that it 
can never be fully learnt"!! Comments in 
reply to Waltons remarks are not invited, 
they were made after all more than 300 
years ago, and things ain't what they used to 
be! 

Perfumed Performers 
The suspicions of some of canoeing's "hard 
men", that todays slalomists are a load of 
"Pooftas", would have been strengthened 
recently when their International Manager 

took delivery from Faberge, of a crate of 
"Brut" male cosmetics, including body mist 
and other more intimate toileteries, for 
distribution to this year's Slalom Europa 
Cup Team. One hairy, hoary, hardnosed old 
hand was heard to exclaim, "How are we 
ever going to beat the • ! • ! - Russians when 
our International paddlers smell like a load 
of fairies." 

Brazilian Brainstorm 
A recent invitation received at Headquarters 
from the Brazilians, to participate in a 
canoeing tour on the Rio Bonito, provided 
a vivid illustration of humour being used as 
a means of emphasising danger - No one 
could possibly misunderstand what may 
happen to those who venture on Grade V 
and VI water. 

Olympic Oracle 
Richard Fox, World Individual and Team 
Slalom Champion, winner of last year's 
Crypton Factor, was definately promoted to 
the Premier Division of the male chauva­ 
nists, when he incorrectly answered the 
question, "In which event did British 
Women reach the Canoeing Finals at the 
1980 Moscow Olympic Games" by replying 
"K2 1000", he was only half wrong of 
course, it was the K2 500m. Its fair to 
observe that very few of Britain's lady 
racing paddlers would know how long a 
World Championships Slalom Course should 
be! 

Spanish Satire 
Focus has been searching for a really funny 
Canoeing Cartoonist for many many years, 
and they may just have found him. Jesus 
Rodriguez Inda, (no he isn't a relative) is 
the Director of the Spanish Canoe Federa­ 
tion, and he wields a wicked brush. An 
example of his work, a Christmas Card is 
reproduced on this page, and we hope that 
future publications will contain a regular 
feature from Jesus. Other canoeing public­ 
ations - follow that if you can!! 
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Kayaking- the Basic Skills (Part 2) 
Continuing our series on the basic skills, we 
cover the low brace turn, and sculling draw. 
Th is article is a condensation of chapter 5 of 
the new Canoeing Handbook, contributed 
by Jim Hargreaves. 

Low Brace Turn 
The low brace turn is a static stroke which 
requires momentum for it to function, and 
is used as a turning stroke when support is 
also required. 

The paddler adopts a similar position to 
the start of a reverse sweep stroke, except 
that the blade is not quite so close to the 
stern, and the back of the blade is flat on 
the water. By leaning onto the blade held in 
this position, drag is caused on that side of 
the craft, making it slow down. The boat 
therefore swings towards the side on which 
the stroke is applied. As the momentum 
dies, due to the dragging effect of the stroke, 
the paddler becomes unstable, and, as he 
senses the reduction in speed, sweeps the 
blade forward in an arc, in the same way as 
a reverse sweep stroke. This gives added 
stability and completes the turn. The stroke 
is often used when breaking into and out of 
a fast moving current, and enables the padd­ 
ler to counteract the flow of the water by 
leaning downstream, and at the same time 
effect a turning stroke. For many it is the 
method used to learn breaking in and out in 
simple currents, as it provides greater stabi­ 
lity than the bow rudder. In complete con­ 
trast, but for exactly the same reason, it is 
often used to break into very fast turbulent 
water, as it gives that extra little bit of stabi­ 
lity, when a capsize could be disastrous. 

The Low Brace Turn (above) Commencement 
of the stroke. (Below) Sweeping the paddle 
forwards. 

Progressions The stroke is not a techni­ 
cally difficult one to perform, and can be 
practised on flat or easy water until the pad­ 
dler is confident enough to lean well onto 
the paddle blade and sweep it forward. 

Coaching Points. The stroke position 
should be taught statically at first, and then 
applied to a moving craft on flat water. The 
faster the boat moves, the more lean the 
stroke will support. If the paddler is en­ 
couraged to commit himself from very early 
on it will make life a lot easier when he is 
introduced to fast moving water. 

The Sculling Draw (left) Drawing the blade towards the stern with the drive face opened at an 
angle of 30°. (right) Bringing the blade towards the bow with the opposite feather. 

Sculling Draw 
The sculling draw is another stroke which 
moves the canoe sideways. It may be used 
in much the same way as the ordinary draw 
stroke, for coming alongside the bank, or 
rafting up with other canoeists. It is of lim­ 
ited use in difficult conditions, as a well 
executed draw stroke is much more power­ 
ful. However, sculling is a valuable skill to 
master, as it teaches smooth and efficient 
handling of the blade under the water. It is 
an excellent exercise for developing blade 
awareness and co-ordination. 

The stroke is performed at a uniform 
distance from the gunnel, level with the 
Centre of Lateral Resistance (C LR) with the 
paddle loom as near vertical as possible. 
Start with the blade ahead of you, parallel 
with, and about 12" away from, the gunnel, 
and fully immersed. The arms are in a simi­ 
lar position at this stage to the draw stroke, 
although the top arm is best arched over the 
head, as opposed to being in front of the 
forehead, in order to lock the shoulder joint 
in position. This enables the arm to act as a 
firm support rather like a rollock. From 
this basic starting position the drive face of 
the blade is opened towards the stern at an 
angle of about 30°. The paddle is then 
taken towards the stern of the boat, keeping 
the loom vertical in the process, and an 
equal distance from the keel-line, through­ 
out. The blade travels for approximately 
three feet, and then the angle is switched, so 

that the blade is opened to the bow of the 
canoe, and sculled back the other way. This 
alternate pressure on the paddle face draws 
the boat towards it, resulting in a sideways 
movement. 

Progression. Hold the lower paddle 
blade in a similar way to that employed by 
the Japanese when holding a table tennis bat 
- that is, four fingers down one side of the 
blade, thumb down the other. This links 
the canoeist directly to the blade of the 
paddle, making it easier to master the tricky 
co-ordination of this stroke. Once the 

change from one direction to another has 
been mastered, the paddler may resume the 
normal paddling grasp. 

Coaching Points. In the sculling draw it 
is important that fluency of movement is 
achieved, particularly while the blade angle 
is being changed. The more fluid the stroke, 
the more even will be the movement impart­ 
ed to the craft. The stroke must be master­ 
ed slowly at first. Speed comes with 
familiarity. 

Check to ensure that the loom is vertical 
throughout, and that the blade is fully im-. 
mersed. Concentrate on ensuring that the 
paddler performs a symmetrical stroke, re­ 
sulting in the boat moving directly towards 
the paddle and at right angles to the CLR. 
The paddler should also be coached into 
deliberately making the bow or stern lead 
during this sideways movement. This is 
achieved by opening the blade slightly more 
towards one end of the boat or the other 
whilst performing the sculling movement, 
enabling the paddler to observe the effect 
upon the movement of his boat, which will 
help him make adjustments to the stroke. 

Sculling for Support 
This is as much an exercise as an everyday 
stroke. The canoeist obtains support from 
his paddle, whilst in an unstable position, by 
sculling it backwards and forwards on or 
near the surface. The development of this 
ability can contribute an enormous amount 
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Sculling Support sequence (left) Pushing the blade forwards. (centre) The blade moving towards the stern with reverse feather. 
(right) Commitment of body weight to the paddle. Notice low centre of gravity. Recovery is occasioned by hip flick. 

to a paddler's confidence. It is commonly 
used as a support stroke by white water pad­ 
dlers, and when performed in the extreme, 
it is virtually an eskimo roll. 

The sculling action is identical to the 
sculling draw, except that it is executed 
with the loom near the horizontal, as op­ 
posed to the vertical position. The paddler 
reaches out to the side of the boat, lying 
back to reduce the C of G to a minimum. 
The blade of the paddle is laid flat on the 
water with the drive face down, and is then 
tilted, so that the edge nearest the bow is 
lifted slightly. The blade is sculled across 
the surface towards the bow for about 
three feet. The blade is then swiftly tilted 
the other way and sculled back again. 

Throughout the exercise, the shaft of 
the paddle should be as low as possible, 
giving the stroke a wide radius, and pre­ 
senting the flattest surface possible to the 
water, thus providing maximum support. 
Once the basic sculling action has been 
mastered without too much weight being 
applied to it, the paddler should begin to 
apply pressure by leaning the boat towards 
the stroke and gradually capsizing. The 
stroke will need to be performed quicker 
as more weight comes onto the paddle. 

It is possible to capsize completely, 
still keeping the head clear of the water, 
and support the upper body on the stroke, 
or to simply lie back and scull in a near 
capsized position for a long period. To 
recover from this unstable (if you stop 
sculling!) position, the legs and hips must 
rotate the kayak about the longitudinal 
axis, while the paddler's head is kept as 
near the water as possible. This action 
is enhanced by a press downwards on the 
flat blade, and is identical to the final 
stages of a roll. 
Progressions 
1 ) Hold the paddle by the top with 

the other hand on the neck close to 
the blade. The long lever this pro­ 
vides gives a great deal of support. 
Gradually reduce the length of the 
lever. 

2) Raft students up facing in opposite 
directions, while they take turns in 
supporting each other, allowing for 
experiment without the risk of a 
capsize. First port to port, then 
starboard to starboard. 

3) In a pool, or shallow water, stand 
behind a person and tip one way, 
then the other, to put pressure on 
the stroke. 

Coaching Points. As with the sculling 
draw, fluency is important. The paddler 
should be encouraged to produce an effic­ 
ient, smooth stroke, as opposed to a vio­ 
lent thrashing action. This is a commit­ 
ting stroke which inevitably results in 
capsizes, so choose carefully the time that 
you practise it. It isn't ideal as a warm-up 
exercise for novices in March, for instance! 
Watch that the loom is kept low, it should 
be almost on the gunnel when the boat goes 
on its side. Ensure that the C of G is kept 
low by the canoeist lying well back. 

It is important that this, and indeed all 
strokes, are practised with equal enthusiasm 
on both sides. Eventually the paddler 
should be able to turn completely upside 
down and then simply scull back up again, 
regardless of which side he capsizes on. 

Bow Rudder 
This is used to turn the boat, and at the 
same time provide support which can be 
used in a variety of situations, from turning 
on flat water, to breaking in and out of the 
wildest rapids. It flows into and out of the 
forward paddling stroke very easily, and is 
therefore most useful as a combination 
stroke, when turning momentum and power 
need to be alternately applied. 

Leaning slightly forward, the blade is 
inserted level with the paddlers knees, 
drive face towards the boat, but the leading 
edge turned out at an angle of about 30°. 
The loom is as vertical as possible, and then 
the arms bent dynamically. The lower wrist 
should be bent almost to a right angle, 
while the upper arm should have the back of 
the wrist in front of the forehead. The sto­ 
mach muscles are employed to speed up the 
turn, with the legs gripping the deck firmly, 
so the boat is driven round the paddle with 
the opposite knee. 

Progressions. The simplest way to get 
into the basic bow rudder position is to 
place the blade in the water, loom vertical, 
as if preparing to do a draw stroke. Slide 
the blade forward, keeping the shaft of the 
paddle upright, until the blade is level with 
the knees. The blade is then opened with 
the wrists bending forwards, to an angle of 

30-45°. This gives the basic position of 
the stroke. To execute it when the boat is 
moving, in a technically correct fashion, is 
not quite so simple, but if practised on flat 
water at slow speeds it will soon develop. 
Gradually introduce the stroke in different 
situations until the paddler begins to feel 
the support which is provided by the water 
pressure against the vertical blade. 

Coaching Points. The most important 
points to consider are the position of the 
arms and the blade angle being presented to 
the water. The top arm should be bent in 
front of the forehead, with the wrist in 
front of the brow. The top hand is there­ 
fore reaching across to the other side of the 
boat, but the shoulder joint is not locked. 
This allows for adjustment of the arm's 
position during the stroke. The top arm is 
often spectacularly, but uselessly, wrapped 
around the head of the paddler. In this 
position, the arm is locked and very weak. 
The lower arm should be strongly bent to 
almost 90° and held close to the body. 
This utilises the strongest arm muscles and 
ensures that the levers involved are short 
and very strong. 

Bow Rudder. The top arm is deliberately 
held too high in order to show angle of the 
blade. 
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CANOES 
AT SENSIBLE PRICES 
CANOES: SLALOM, TOURING, 
WHITEWATER, CANADIAN & 
DOUBLES General Purpose 

and Trainers 
CHOOSE from our comprehensive 
range, over 25 designs catering for the 
Enthusiast, Novice and Family. Be it 
competition or fun we have it. Popular 
models inclue KW7, KW4, Snipe and 
Lindesfarne, Dauphin and Shuttle 

For details contact: 
D & S MARINE 
Limited 
Seddul Bahr, 
Allington Lane, 
West End, 
Southampton 
Tel: (West End) 3379 

WETSUITS 
and 
Kits 

Direct from our factory. 
Superb value, top quality, 
Wide range, large stocks, 
Quick delivery. 
Long Johns from £25.55 

Jacket & Trousers £48.95 
Quite unbeatable. 

See For Yourself - write or 
ring for free brochure, 
or call in. 
DOLPHIN WETSUITS 
AQUAQUIPMENT 
3/4 Ashwell St., St. Albans 
Herts, Tel: 66666 

DO YOU ENJOY CANOEING? 
1. A BEGINNER? 

Our FUNA or OL YMP RANGE are ideal for learning and/or gaining experience. 

2. A YOUNGER PADDLER? 
Our JUNIOR OL YMP is easily managed from tots to teens. 

3. A BIT HEAVIER THAN MOST? 
Our SLIPPER COMBI will fit most adults quite comfortably. 

4. GENERAL PURPOSE? 
Our OL YMP range and SANNA are used by numerous outdoor enthusiasts and centres. 

5. TOURING WITH THE FAMILY? 
Our LONG NOSE open Canadian takes two adults and two/three children. 

6. TOURING IN WHITE WATER? 
Our OL YMPIAs Hand Sare widely used in Norway, where some of Europe's roughest rivers can be found. 

7. SEA EXPEDITIONS OR TOURING? 
Our VYNECK is well proven over many sea miles and can be fitted as required. 

8. POLO OR POOL TRAINING? 
Our PERFEKT BAT is PERFECT, fast, manoevrable, competitive, comfortable. 

9. COMPETITION? 
A huge range of Canoes and Kayaks for slalom or down river! 
And if you enjoy competitive board sailing - now available - our all Kevlar HYDRO jumping board. 

' : I 
I • I 

BELLBROOK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
BELL LANE, UCKFIELD, EAST SUSSEX. 
Telephone: Uckfield (STD: 0825) 5891/2. 
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( IN BRIEF ) 
Are you keen to help paddlers succeed? 
The BCU has designed some courses speci­ 
ally tailored to your needs. 

Anyone - paddler, parent, friend - will­ 
ing to spend time encouraging, timing, and 
motivating another, is eligible. You will be 
helped by attending a Competition Trainer 
or Competition Coach course, for slalom, 
racing or wild water racing. At Trainer 
level, there is no requirement to take a for­ 
mal qualification, to hold any prior certific­ 
ates, or even to be able to canoe. The 
courses are designed to give you helpful 
knowledge which will enable you to coach 
with greater confidence and ability. 

Full details and dates have been circulat­ 
ed to all clubs, are shown on the BCU 
calandar, or are available from BCU 
headquarters (stamped addressed envelope 
please.) 

A NEW ROLE FOR HILARY 
Hilary Basher (nee Peacock) MBE, one of 
our best known international lady paddlers, 
who gave birth to a baby boy in July last, 
has been made National Competition Coach 
for Wild Water Racing. The Coaching Com­ 
mittee and the Wild Water Racing section 
jointly appointed Hilary. Her main task will 
be to provide the course and resource mat­ 
erial necessary to encourage sufficient 
people to come forward as Wild Water Rac­ 
ing coaches, and to ensure that our paddlers 
·are supported at all levels of their develop­ 
ment. 

BRITISH SCHOOLS SPRINT CHAMPION­ 
SHIPS 
The B.S.C.A. Racing Championship will be 
held at Thorpe Water Park on 3rd July 
1982. Any school or youth group who is a 
member of the School Canoe Association 
can enter the races over 250m and 1 000m. 
Whilst a major regatta is taking place on the 
course that weekend, we are told the 
'Schools' events will be separate from the 
normal inter-club races. 

100 Years On - Rob Roy goes to Israel 
The canoe in which John MacGregor (1825-1892) paddled up the river Jordan during one 
of his famous solitary expenditions, was recently air-freighted from Britain to Israel where 
it will be shown, over the next year, at Tel Aviv and other museums. 

John MacGregor was a philanthropist, writer and traveller, and is most well known for 
his exp/orations, by canoe, through Europe and the Middle East All his canoes bore the 
name 'Rob Roy'. This particular boat has for many years lain in the rafters at the 
Royal Canoe Club. 

MacGregor's most perilous journey, started in 1868, took him through the Suez Canal 
and the Red Sea and subsequently to Palestine where he navigated the Jordan and Lake 
Gennesareth. 

The canoe in which he made this voyage, and which is now on its museum tour of Israel, 
has an oak hull and cedar deck. With a length of 14 ft (4 m) and beam of 26 in (66 cm), it 
weighs 72 lb (33 kg). Seated in a cockpit, the paddler was provided with a backrest and 
footrest, and MacGregor used a double-bladed paddle similar to those he had seen in Siberia. 
A small, stowable mast and sail were also carried. This Rob Roy design has been the basis 
of many sporting and cruising canoes. 

In 1866 John MacGregor founded the Canoe Club, which became the Royal Canoe Club 
in 1873. The 'Rob Roy' was collected for packing, by Al/transport, from the Club's premises 
in Teddington. 

Our picture shows members of the /CF Board inspecting the craft on the occasion of 
their meeting in Britian. 

CONTINENTAL MAPS & GUIDES 
If you are looking for canoeing maps of 
areas farther afield than au r own pleasant 
shores, then they are available from The 
Map Shop, 15 High Street, Upton-on-Severn, 
Wares. WR8 0HJ. 

Whilst the firm is better known for supp­ 
lying mountaineering maps they have ex­ 
pressed a willingness to obtain and hold 
catalogues of canoeing information. We 
understand it takes 4-5 weeks to obtain 
maps to order from continental sources. 

BRITISH KAYAK EXPEDITION TO 
THE 810-810 RIVER CHILE 1982 
We are pleased to be able to say that 
Jim Hargreaves' four men expedition 
to the Bio-Bio was a complete suc­ 
cess. The river turned out to be even 
more outstanding than expected with 
an absolutely amazing number of sustain­ 
ed and difficult rapids. They had 6000 
cubic feet of water per second in the 
river for their run, compared with 
800 cfs on the Tryweryn for the 
World's last year. The river was at its 
lowest level for thirty years due to 
minimal snowfall during the preceding 
winter. Jim's comment was "Thank 
God for that!" The river was rafted 
last year at 30,000 cfs - the biggest 
flood in 100 years. 
The next copy of Focus will have an 
exclusive story on this trip through 
Nirreco, Quiet Canyons and the Royal 
Flush Gorge containing rapids heavier 
and, more technical than the Grand 
Canyon in Colorado. 

IN THE NEWS 
On a recent Radio 4 Natural History pro­ 
gramme, the commentator was discussing 
the difficulties being experienced by swans 
swallowing anglers' hooks, and the lead 
poisoning resulting because the poor birds 
swallow the lead shot weights. 

The member of the rescuing team with 
whom the commentator was talking, told of 
an occasion when he was called out to help 
a bird which had got itself properly hooked. 
When he had freed the swan an angler called 
from the bank: "Can I have my hook 
back?" The rescuer remonstrated with the 
angler over these problems, pointing out the 
agonies to which the birds are put; to which 
the angler replied: "Well anyway, the swans 
have no right to be on the river"! The 
rescuer's comment on this was: "There's 
just no answer to that". I get a feeling that. 
I would have blown my top. 

ADVANCED SEA KAYAK CLUB 
John Ramwell has asked us to give the 
Advanced Sea Kayak Club a plug, a re­ 
quest we are happy to comply with. 

Formed for the benefit of all sea 
canoeists the ASKC has done a great deal 
of work in communicating with and bring­ 
ing together paddlers who set forth on the 
briny. Membership is reasonably priced at 
£3 a year, cheques should be made payable 
to ASKC and sent with name and address 
to J. Ramwell, 4 Wavell Garth, Sandal, 
Wakefield, West Yorkshire. 
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WE HAVE THE TECH NO LOGY! 
Bob Gray reviews the 1982 International Canoe Exhibition 

It was not so much the shapes of canoes 
that had changed at this years exhibition as 
the ways in which they are being made. 
There is a clear indication that the manufac­ 
turing of canoes is being subject to consider­ 
able technological advances, in many cases 
using materials and techniques pioneered in 
the aircraft industry. 

Competition boats are being constructed 
lighter and more rigid, thus increasing their 
performance whilst the general purpose 
canoes can now be manufactured from 
plastics that give greater strength, have a 
longer life and need less maintenance. 

ACE of Chester were showing the ACE­ 
Perception Mirage which is imported from 
the USA. Claimed to be virtually indestruc­ 
tible the kayak is rotationally moulded in 
ultra-violet stabilised cross linked, high den­ 
sity polyethylene. Hull and deck are manu­ 
factured in one piece with adjustable seat 
and footbrace. With a length of 400 cm and 
a width of 60 cm Ace say it is a medium 
volume high performance kayak. However, 
with a weight of 19 Kg (42 lbs) it is substan­ 
tially heavier than a GRP boat of compar­ 
able design. The Mirage markets at around 
£200. 

The other rote moulded boat at the ex­ 
hibition was the Freetime which Pyranha 
import. By comparison th is craft is high 
volume but has two different size seat fit­ 
tings. In the very near future Pyranha will 
be manufacturing rote moulded kayaks in 
this country. On show was a GRP proto­ 
type of the new boat, the Freestyle, with a 
length of only 12 ft and a 24" beam. 
Graham Mackarath, managing director of 
Pyranha, said that the new design is basi­ 
cally a play boat that will handle very simi­ 
larly to a slalom kayak. 

In contrast Wye Kayaks had an Open 
Canadian canoe constructed of similar 
materials. The Coleman Canoe, again im­ 
ported from the States, is vacuum formed in 
'RAM X' an ultra high molecular weight 
polyethylene. Prices ranged from around 
£200 for the 13' version to around £300 
for 17' model which certainly compare 
favourably with prices for GRP Canadians. 

Pyranha were also exhibiting slalom and 
white water racers using Epoxy Kevlar con­ 
struction. They claim improved impact 
resistance and are able to offer a very light 
boat 6¾ Kg for slalom and 8 Kgs for the 
Whitewater racer. At a price of approxi­ 
mately £300 these boats are obviously aim­ 
ed at the enthusiast at the top end of the 
sport. 

An interesting item on the Baron stand 
was the Yakima Footbrace imported from 
America. They offer a worthwhile alterna­ 
tive to the standard footrest. Manufactured 
from aircraft-grade anodized aluminium 
they are fitted into the canoe by drilling 
two holes in the hull of the boat with 
rubber washers serving as watertight seals. 
The beauty of the footbrace is in the spring 
trigger mechanism which allows quick and 

easy adjustment with one hand - rather 
than fiddling about with rusted up wing 
nuts. The footbrace comes in three sizes 
7", 10" and 13". 

Significant new developments were also 
evident in the construction of racing canoes. 
Hydrospeed ltd. a new company to canoe­ 
ing, with new designs and production 
methods, were exhibiting their Mistral K1 
Sirocco K2 and Tornado K4. The construc­ 
tion technique incorporates composite 
materials used in a sandwich form moulded 
at an extremely high temperature, using 
honeycomb core of either aluminium alloy 
or aramid fibre. The manufacturers state 
they are able to produce a kayak which is 
lighter, stronger, and more rigid than con­ 
ventional wooden or GRP boats. 

Hydrospeed say they have introduced a 
totally new element into the design of rac­ 
ing kayaks. The 'radius of gyration' is a 
familiar concept in other boat sports and its 
applications ensures the most efficient 
distribution of weight. The location of 
weight centrally and the consequent reduc­ 
tion of weight in the bow and stern reduces 
pitching which results in more speed. With 
the new production methods they are de­ 
liberately constructing below the minimum 
ICF weights regulation. This allows the 
canoeist to concentrate the weight in the 
centre of the kayak by the addition of lead 
so that he is always racing a boat at mini­ 
mum allowable weight. The weight factor 

could be particularly significant with the K4 
because using conventional materials it is 
difficult to construct a boat to the mini­ 
mum weight and retain the degree of rigid­ 
ity that is required. 

It is claimed by Hydrospeed that the 
new boats are faster than a conventional 
kayak. It will be interesting to see the 
times these boats achieve in competition. 
Prices range from just under £400 for the 
K1. 

Two other stands with honeycomb 
aluminium K1's were Canoesport and 
Pyranha. The Carbocraft K1 is marketed 
by Pyranha at £360. They are planning to 
introduce a K2 and K4 later th is year. The 
Canoesport K1 retails at £375.00 and is 
manufactured with a more conventional 
lay-up technique by Canoesport UK. 

Meanwhile, in the pool a continuous pro­ 
gramme offered demonstrations of a wide 
range of canoeing activities and competi­ 
tions. Two cinemas featured the premier of 
Canoe 81, the official record of the Triple 
World Championships in addition to a 
number of international expedition films. 
The exhibition sponsors, Fosters added to 
the international flavour with a special ex­ 
hibition offer on their draft lager. 

There is no doubt in my mind that this 
was the largest and most successful canoe 
exhibition to be staged at the Palace. I am 
sure that many of the record attendance of 
11,555 would agree with me. 

The Carbocraft KT - one of the new breed of honeycomb aluminium boats. Pyranha 
plan to introduce K2 and K4 versions later in the year. 

FOSTERS - THE AUSTRALIAN FOR LAGER 



Breaking Point A stress-test 
report 

During the last BCU Coach Assessment 
course at Plas y Bren in in North Wales a 
number of tests were carried out on three 
different kayaks to establish:- 

1) Would a cockpit 'pod' improve "rescue" 
work. 

2) Would it strengthen the boat and make it 
safe in a wraparound accident. 

3) How much stronger is a plastic boat in a 
wraparound accident. 
Alan Byde very kindly agreed to come 

down to the Bren in for the weekend, bring­ 
ing with him two kayaks of similar weight in 
clear resin - I then decided which boat the 
cockpit pod and which the normal cockpit 
should go in. Graham Mackerath of 
Pyranha kindly reassured me that should 
we damage one of our plastic kayaks he 
would replace it. 

We first carried out tests with regard to 
the rescue aspects of the two Byde boats. 
The pod made the boat unsinkable - a quite 
unusual feeling to tip a boat on its side and 
be unable to fill it up!! One could easily 
rol I it without a spravdeck - and self- 
rescue was simplicity itself. As for X res­ 
cues, then it became a simple matter of 
going to the bow - picking it up (this was 
easy since there was little water in the pod 
anyway) turning the boat over and getting 
the victim back in. A very weak person or 
child would be able to perform a single 
handed rescue in no time at all. The de­ 
struction/strength part of the test was of 
great interest, though the problem of how 
to test the boats was very complex. We de­ 
cided to suspend the kayaks on two 2' high 
benches one at either end, and place a plank 
loaded with bricks on the centre of the up­ 
turned boat. This, though by no means a 
perfect or realistic test, was at least measur­ 
able and comparative for the three boats. 
Figures are shown below. What was interest­ 
ing was where the boats broke. Boat' A' 
with a normal cockpit, broke just in front 
of the cockpit, and would have trapped an 
occupant fairly quickly. Boat 'B' with the 
pod - first broke in a similar place to the 
other till the pod took the weight, and 
then when it did go, it broke behind the 
cockpit, thus allowing the occupant to re- 

The 'pod' takes 301 lb .... 

lease himself very easily. Most felt this to 
be a more significant finding than the 
slightly stronger force it took to break the 
'pod' boat. The plastic boat, though ad­ 
mittedly considerably heavier than the 
fibreglass boats, took a much greater load. 
The kayak, however, also folded just in 
front of the seat, and again would have 
trapped an occupant. The question re­ 
mains, however, would one have a little 
extra time to get out of the kayak before it 
folded, because of the far greater force re­ 
quired to fold it in the first place? The 
other really remarkable feature was that the 
plastic boat sprung back into roughtly the 
same shape. Left overnight in the warmth 
of the drying room, it was by morning 
perfect and one could not tell that the 
kayak had almost been bent double, 12 
hours previously! 

Conclusions. The conventional kayak can 
present problems of rescue, rolling, and 
self-rescue and in a wraparound situation is 
potentially dangerous. The insertion of a 
cockpit pod makes all the above either no 
longer a problem or at least a far less serious 
problem. The plastic boat is exactly the 
same as a conventional kayak in rescues, but 
poses similar problems in a wraparound sit­ 
uation except for the question already rais­ 
ed, does the extra time enable one to extri­ 
cate oneself before the boat folds. Further 
tests are needed to answer that. What is of 
most interest though to us, other Outdoor 
Education Centres, and anyone with 'repair' 
problems, was the fact that whereas the two 
fibreglass boats would need a mould or con­ 
siderable time in repairing them - the 
plastic boat required 12 hours in a warm 
room, to get it back in perfect shape - and 
could have been used immediately. My 
thanks to Graham Mackerath of Pyrahna 
and to Alan Byde for his time, boats and 
interest. 

Bricks Weight 
Boat 'A' - 
without pod 27 216Ib 
Boat 'B' - 
with Pod 39 301 lb 
Boat 'C' - 
Plastic 60 447Ib 

Whilst the 'non-pod' breaks at 216 lb. 

Please send for free brochure of: 
SUPA NOVA competition kayak 
HIGH NOVA competition kayak 
NOVA 81 competition kayak 
HARRIER HAWK all purpose kayak 
Junior HARRIER junior kayak 
HURON 14',16',18' open Canadian 

HURRICANE surf kayak 
HUNTSMAN sea kayak 
CHANDLERY 

Please tick the brochure required 
Name 
Address 

.............................. CF 
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THE NATIONWIDE GUIDE TO CANOE SHOPS 
THE SHOPS BELOW OFFER A FULL RETAIL SERVICE TO CANOEISTS, 
STOCKING A LARGE SELECTION OF CANOES & ACCESSORIES, FROM 

ALL THE LEADING MANUFACTURERS. 
TOP SERVICE & EXPERT ADVICE AVAILABLE. 

VISIT YOUR NEAREST SHOP NOW 
TO SEE THE ALL YEAR ROUND CANOE EXHIBITION 

-- Jim 
11~!9!!.filVes 

~ 
~' 

CAPEL CURIG 
N. WALES 

OPEN EVERY DAY 
8.30 TO 8.00 PM 

ALL LEADING MAKES 
OF CANOES & 

ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE 

06904-21 0 or 323 

WEST MIDLANDS 
CANOE CENTRE 

112 NEW HALL STREET, WILLENHALL 
TELEPHONE:- WILLENHALL 634567 

A FULL RANGE OF CANOES & 
ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE FOR 
BEGINNER OR EXPERT ALIKE 

OPEN MON TO SAT 9.00 TO 5.00 

A CANOEING SHOP 
RUN BY CANOEISTS 

FOR CANOEISTS 

SCOTTISH AGENTS FOR 
ALL MAJOR CANOE 

& ACCESSORY 
MANUFACTURERS 

Shop and Office Address 

LENDAL PRODUCTS LTD .• 
30 HUNTER STREET 
PRESTWICK KA9 HG, AYRSHIRE 
SCOTLAND 
Telephone: 
0292 78558 

x , WHITEWHTER 
SPORTS 

canoeing · surfing · wind surfing equipment 
2A Woodham Lane, New Haw, Addlestone, Weybridge 

Telephone: Weybridge (0932) 40171 
PROBABLY BRITAIN'S LARGEST RANGE 

OF CANOES & ACCESSORIES 

C• 
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Holme Pierrepont 
the dream coming true 
by Paul Rea 
With the recent announcement that Planning permission has been 
granted for the artificial slalom course at the National Water Sports 
Centre, at Holme Pierrepont, Nottingham my dream seems to be 
coming true. 

My dream has a simple idea, but far reaching consequences. I 
keep seeing Holme Pierrepont Centre, packed with canoeists from 
all branches and disciplines, for the first time being together with 
their sport. 

As I dream I can imagine a regatta on the main course whilst 
slalomists train on the dancing waters of the slalom run. Out on the 
river a group of canoe paddlers gently run their boats up to the 
grassy bank looking for the spot where they can portage over to the 
camp site. 

On another weekend I can imagine canoe sailors there whilst the 
stragglers from a marathon race make their way stoically towards 
the finish of their event on the Trent. 

Holme Pierrepont is going to be a place where, for once, we will 
start to come out of our compartments, where we can discover the 
thrill of another discipline. Its a venue where canoeing can take 
place at every level to cater for every ability. Fancy taking the 
whole club away to do all the different things, race, tour, sail, 
slalom and marathon, and then meet up to hear all about it. The 
accommodation is already there with bars and eateries as well as a 
good camp site. 

The last link in this home of canoeing is the artificial slalom 
site. The course will be a channel which will be built to divert some 
of the flow away from the Holme Sluice, giving a drop over the 
600m of over 13 feet. The course will be variable by altering the 
inlet control sluice so you can make it suitable for novice paddlers 
or world champions. We now have planning permission so we can 
start getting to grips with how to get the money to build it. It 
would be unrealistic to think of getting it all built commercially, 
so instead we are having talks with groups who are interested in 
helping us with some of the earthworks and additional talks with 
government agencies. 

But we do need the support of all canoeists for this project. 
This is why we sent you a pledge form, to ask you to say that when 
the shovels start digging, then, you would be prepared to give a 
donation. The response has been very encouraging and we hope 
that either as an individual you will post yours or as a club, to help 
with my fantasy. 

Proteus canoe club collected al I their forms together and have 
pledged £750 between the 21 of them. This is not far off £20 
each - well done Proteus. Perhaps your club could try the same 
things. We need to be able to show lots of people that canoeists are 
very serious in their desire to get the centre of canoeing in 
Nottingham. 

So please support Holme industry and remember There's no 
place like Holme. 

The Faces behind the Names 
Am I alone in finding that 
who will be at Crystal Palace 
is a bigger draw than what will 
be there. Of course the new 
designs and the new materials 
and the new accessories are of 
interest, as are the clubs and 
the expeditions. 

But no other canoeing 
event seems to bring together 
so many people from so many 
disciplines - from inland and 
sea, from competition and re­ 
creation, from small groups 
and large groups, from the 
North and the South. You 
struggle through the crowd 
like an inept slalomist, head­ 
ing for a particular stand, but 
recognising so many familiar 
faces en route that your de­ 
stination becomes forgotten 
or diverted. 

"There's the chap I met on 
a course at 'x' ." 

"There's the speaker from 
the meeting at 'y'." 

Mark Grevil/e-Giddings 

Jim Hargreaves 

Dave Patrick 

Bob Burnell 

"There's the person who 
capsized in the race at 'z'." 

And when you reach the 
stand, it is not manned by 
disinterested souls with blank 
expressions it's manned by 
well-informed staff, with 
happy faces and often fami­ 
liar names. 

Familiar, because their 
name may well be printed on 
the boat or the paddle or the 
whatever that you are buying. 
And what is more, you may 
well be discussing the weight 
of your new boat or the length 
of your new paddle with the 
chap who will be making it! 

I find it reassuring that 
those who run the companies 
that manufacture the equip­ 
ment with which I might risk 
my life, are not just entrepre­ 
neurs, but entrepreneurs with 
a past and ongoing involvement 
in the practice of the sport. 
More than that, they are as 
prepared to talk to I ittle 
Jimmy's mum about his new 
boat, as to the celebreties. 

You may argue that their 
companies are not large 
enough for it to be any other 
way - no place for the execu­ 
tive Director poised in lack of 
action at his rosewood desk. 
Is that the case? I prefer to· 
believe that it is their status as 
amateur sportsmen that is a 
greater draw than their com­ 
mercial interests. 

Tim Ward Neil Shave 
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VIDEO HIRE 
A selection of Christfilm/BCU Video Cassettes can 
be hired from BCU Headquarters at £1.25 per 
night, £5.00 per week or £5.75 per week by 
post. 

The Canoe '81 official tape is now available for 
rent or purchase for the sum of £50.00 in VHS 
or Betamax format. 

BCU HEADQUARTERS, 
45 HIGH STREET, 
ADDLESTONE, 
TEL: WEYBRIDGE 41341. 

B.C.U. Insurances 

COMPREHENSIVE CANOE INSURANCE 

SEND S.A.E. FOR PROPOSAL FORM 

JOAN BAKER 
33 Somerset Rd Histon Cambs CB4 4JS 

Phone Histon (022 023) 2781 

Send away for details to: Jeff Gill, Outdoor Adventure, 
Forge Cottage, Clubworthy, 

or Phone 056685 303 North Petherwin, Cornwall PL 15 8 NZ 
028885 312 

Also available are Multi-Activity Holidays and Day Courses. 

Long on life but short on price that's the new aluminium 17' 'Eagle', the latest and most affordable 
canoe in the Proud Grumman line weighing only661bs. Now available in kit for D.I.Y. enthusiasts at 
£260.00 + VAT. Full details from: 

The Canadian-Canoe Co. Ltd., PO Box 22, Congleton, Cheshire. 
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THE VALLEY 
Of ICE 
by Paul Vander-Molen 

• 

"The Alsek is one of the last unexplored rivers in the world. No 
one had ever made the entire journey from its isolated source to the 
sea. 

250 miles of raging icy waters which cut through the largest ice 
field in the northern hemisphere. The speed of the current in places 
can stop the salmon from climbing back up river. 

In June 1981, a team of international explorers, set out to make 
the descent from the glacier source to the ocean in 4 metre long 
single seater kayaks. 

The Alsek starts high in the Canadian Rockies at the base of a 
glacier in the Yukon and flows for some 250 miles before reaching 
the ocean in Alaska. 'The Alsek' is unique - four giant glaciers run 
perpendicularly into it, glaciers which have been known to dam the 
entire valley when in surge. It is joined by four major rivers and 
with a maximum flow rate of 48,000 cubic feet per second power­ 
ing through canyons in places, only thirty feet wide, the water 
movements become unnatural and unpredicatable. 

The Team 
There were nine of us, three of us would make the attempt in 
kayaks:- Thierry Giorgetti 20, Laurent Nicolet 23, and myself, 
Paul Vander-Molen 24. There were six in the support group - three 
travelling in each raft. Brigitte Sarres being the only woman 
member of the International Team. For the descent of 'Turn Back 
Canyon' we would be joined by Adam Wilson. 

15015 
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MT HUBBARD 

ALASKA HIGHWAY 
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The Only Way in 
We awoke 5.30 am on 22nd June and look­ 
ed up at the overcast sky. It did not look 
good: we had waited and planned for over a 
year, and it looked as if we would wait yet 
another day before the helicopter we had 
hired could transport us to the source. 
Without warning, the sun blazed through, 
and around midday (with kayaks tied to the 
feet of the Jet-Ranger helicopter) we set 
off for 'Disappointment Glacier'. 

The river runs through a remote valley 
and, as there are no precise maps of the 
area, we had to fly along the river to get an 
idea of what we were up against. The land 
was flat, the valley sides were heavily wood­ 
ed in places, and barren or ice-covered in 
other spots. The mountains were white 
with snow, and distances seemed unreal. 
The river turned a sharp left, the helicopter 
banked over and the open country started 
to close up. We had reached the canyon, 
flying as low as possible, but due to our 
speed and altitude were sti II given a distort­ 
ed scale of the rapids below. One spot in 
the eight mile long canyon looked choked 
and would require a close scout, the rest 
looked navigable. 

Disappointment Glacier 
As we left the canyon, Disappointment 
Glacier appeared a few miles ahead. A large 
river of frozen water 50 miles l_ong, 1000 
feet wide and possibly hundreds of feet in 
depth. We were completely hemmed in by 
two large rock masses. The only way in had 
been by helicopter - the only way out 
seemed to be by kayak through the canyon. 

A gentle, yet icy wind blew up the 
glacier and we decided to make a move. For 
the helicopter's safety, it had been left on 
the more solid section, some way up the 

sloping ice mass. We dediced to try to slide 
down the glacier in our kayaks, and slid 
with our legs out of the cockpit, stopping 
and speeding kayaks with our feet 'Flint­ 
stone style'. We stopped above a sheer 
edge, abseiled down the front, roping each 
kayak in turn, then took to the water. 

The Source 
In our attempt to leave no part of the 
river unexplored, we made our way to 
where it came gushing out from under 
the glacier, into a cave of ice. 

We entered the fragile looking cave: 
large blocks of ice hanging waiting to 
fall. Some had already fallen. We made 
as little noise as possible and reached a 
small stopper wave, formed just six feet 
from the rear wall. It was unbelievable 
to see so much water so close to the 
source. It takes British rivers 20 to 30 
miles to reach this sort of volume. Sud­ 
denly there was a terrifying cracking 
sound that echoed around the cave. We 
beat a hasty retreat! 

Our first impression of the river was 
that it was abnormally dirty, such that the 
rocks were camouflaged. Even in the 
height of summer, the water coming from 
the frozen ice is at zero degrees centi­ 
grade. By anyone's standards it is ex­ 
tremely cold. We covered some four miles 
as the river flowed between banks of 
earth, dotted with pebbles and rocks. 

Where Did the River Go? 
Some miles further down, we were suddenly 
halted. The entire river changed altitude, 
and instead of flowing over the glacier, went 
under it. We luckily stopped in a conven­ 
ient calm before being swept beneath this 
massive undercut. The only solution was to 

carry the boats over the top until we rejoin­ 
ed the river. The entire area looked like a 
lunar landscape. We discovered a long thin 
lake approximately the same width as the 
river we had left and pointing in the same 
direction, but there was absolutely no 
current. We put to water, paddling 'down' 
the lake - what had happened to our river? 
The icy wind blew against our direction of 
travel, we were cold and our hands were 
numb. Suddenly the lake, in a matter of 
yards, was transformed into a bubbling 
torrent as the water surged up from under­ 
ground. We had our river back again. 

With three days survival rations packed 
into our kayaks, we were to make a reunion 
80 miles further downstream with our raft 
support. We had a small I ightweight tent, 
a sleeping bag apiece and a light change of 
clothing for the evenings. We were contin­ 
ually in our neoprene wet suits, which were 
not a luxury. In this environment they were 
essential. 

Choked 
Two days on we reached the canyon that we 
had scouted two days before in the hel icop­ 
ter. It posed no great problems technically, 
plenty of nice bouncy waves. We were, 
however, extremely wary of any undercut 
sections, where the river flows under the 
rock face instead of past it. As we mano­ 
euvred round each bend of the winding 
flow, we knew that we were approaching 
the rock choke. Laurent rounded the 
following corner and screamed out, and a 
high pitched sound came echoeing back. 
Thierry and I did not need any more ex­ 
planations. We managed to stop in the 
small 'break out' and set about scouting 
the rapid. A large rock had fallen, leaving 
only inches each side for passing. This was 
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followed by a dangerous set of fifteen foot 
drops. It was not 'on'. We were forced to 
portage out and then back into the 
canyon. 

Six cut hands, three torn wetsuits, and 
five hours later we got back in our kayaks 
having climbed up and down the almost 
vertical, tree ridden, earth covered canyon 
wall. By evening the canyon was behind us 
and, like entering paradise, we came to 
where Disappointment River meets the 
Kaskawulsh river. 

The surrounding landscape had changed 
drastically. All round were hills covered 
with green trees. The contrast to the cold 
dark closed-in canyon on the Disappoint­ 
ment was striking. It took four hours to 
cross the delta of streams and lakes where 
our river joins the Kaskawulsh river. 

We camped on the bank of the Kaska­ 
wulsh on a bed of moss, hidden in the 
trees. The valley was huge and sand-bars 
lay on each side of the river. 

It is strange how one's mind is trans­ 
formed by events and circumstances. I 
was particularly worried about the bears. 
Before we arrived in Canada, I had not 
really thought about it. We had done our 
homework; we knew what to do and how 
to behave in this, the world's most popu­ 
lated area for grizzlies. The food was to be 
hung in trees or packed well away from the 
sleeping tents and absolutely no food at any 
times in the tents. 

We set off on the Kaskawulsh river and 
by 10 am had already covered some ten 
miles. It was a large river moving at a rapid 
pace, but was more or less flat water. 
There was a strong cold wind blowing in 
our faces. On the evening of the third day, 
we reached the massive delta where 
the Kaskawulsh and the Dezadeash meet. 
The volume of water becomes impressive 
and the river changes it's name to become 

The Alsek. 
Dimensions in this place are so large that 

one loses all sense of distance - what 
appear to be close horizons require hours of 
paddling to reach. That night we arrived at 
the pre-arranged meeting place; the base of a 
volcanic-type mountain. Our food had last­ 
ed three days as planned, but we had noth­ 
ing left. We set up camp and slept. 

Blown Back Up Stream 
While we had been on the Disappointment 
Glacier, the rafts had been preparing to 

leave from one of the major tributaries 
flowing into the Alsek, the Dezadeash. 
Allowing for delays caused by the wind and 
other problems, they were supposed to have 
covered their section in two days. By the 
morning of the fourth day, they had not 
arrived. When they eventually reached us 
that afternoon, we were to learn that short­ 
ly after setting off, they had been literally 
blown back up stream by gale force winds. 
They had pulled the rafts along the ban ks 
with ropes so as not to leave us too long 
without food. When the rafts reached us, 
our saucepan, made from aluminium paper, 
was leaking miserably on the fire. The six 
times used tea bag made little impression on 
the water, which was already a dirty brown. 
We were hungry and glad to see the others. 
Meeting up with the rest of the team reduc­ 
ed the feeling of isolation that we were 
beginning to experience. In this vast lost 
valley surrounded by chains of mountains 
and thousands of square miles of frozen 
waste, one feels the comfort of the group, 
but the group itself is alone. 

"Turn-back Canyon" 
We had collected all available information 
about the canyon and had studied aerial 
photos taken in 1949. It was very impres­ 
sive. It would require aerial scouting and, if 
the descent was not possible, an airlift over 
the top. With no other option open to us, 
we had to commit ourselves to a date to 
reach Turn-back Canyon. Taking the river 
speed, wind, filming, resting and exploration 
into consideration, we chose the 5th July. 
If we did nothing else, we had to be there 
by this date to rendezvous with the plane. 

On each of the following days we cover­ 
ed approximately ten miles. The river was 
wide in places, often over two miles, and 
there were frequent huge waves created as 
the river's inclination became greater, or 
when it flowed round a bend. 

At one stage Laurent suddenly disap­ 
peared over a rock ledge which extended 
over a quarter of the width of the river. The 
water flowed over the ledge and fell some 
four feet. It was not much, but enough. 
There was a huge and dangerous stopper 
forming just below - he looped but landed 
upside down and was drawn back into the 
stopper. He rolled, got a breath, and went 
back over. Occasionally the nose of the 
kayak appeared but that was all. Thierry 
and I had seen what happened but were 
helpless. The current was too powerful and 

Our mode of transport up river, kayaks carefully strapped underneath. 

too fast and we were being swept away. 
Laurent rolled over six times, each time 
being pulled over by the incredible force of 
the stopper. We were beginning to get 
worried as he had been in there for al most a 
minute. Suddenly, to our relief, he was lit­ 
erally 'spat out' and fell upside down, clear 
of the 'backwash'. He rolled up, his hlemet 
was half off, his glasses round his neck and 
his buoyancy aid twisted. He had been very 
lucky. 

Sand Storm 
Never was the effect of the wind as bad as 
the day before we reached Lowell Glacier. 
The rapids we encountered were not techni­ 
cally demanding; certain 'stoppers' required 
avoiding. The problem was the thousands 
of needle-like pellets of sand the wind poun­ 
ded into our faces. Visibility was greatly re­ 
duced. Even our snow glasses did not help, 
as they just reduced the visibility further. 
The river down-stream disappeared into a 
deep haze, as the sand was blown at high 
velocity up-river. From our maps we knew 
we were approaching the Lowell Glacier. It 
was our seventh day on the river. The Alsek 
Valley is unique in many ways. It is also un­ 
predictable. In 1884, it is recorded that the 
Alsek Valley was flooded. What was discov­ 
ered later was that the river had been dam­ 
med by a mighty mass of ice. It had 'surg­ 
ed' at such a speed that the river actually 
stopped. 

Some days later the 'dam' broke and 
millions of cubic metres of ice and water 
poured into the valley below the glacier. 
The force of the water flowing th rough 
created a hugh hole, which is now a lake 
60 square miles in area. It sits clamly at 
the base of the Lowell Glacier and remains 
as the only evidence of those events of over 
a century ago. 

Turn Back Canyon - 4th July 
By the 4th July we arrived at the mouth of 
Turn Back Canyon. The place was frighten­ 
ing. We sepnt three and a half hours getting 
to the canyon. It was freezing and small 
pellets of ice were being bombarded at us. 
We were colder than we had ever been. The 
large waves had soaked us and the members 
of the rafts, who had bailed continuously. 

We not only had to find a camp in this 
now dark, lonely, miserable place but we 
also needed to find a suitable landing spot 
for the aeroplane we had arranged to meet 
on the following day. 

The canyon gets it's name from a group 
of explorers of over a hundred years ago. 
They arrived by sea at the mouth of the 
Alsek and spent some months making their 
way inland up the valley. On arriving at the 
Canyon, they were confronted with a 
10,000 foot mountain chain on their right, 
ten miles of cut-up glacier on the left, and 
the raging torrent of river down the middle. 
They had to 'turn back' and in so doing 
named the canyon. 

On the morning of the 5th, the small 
aircraft appeared from the south and circ­ 
led around for ten minutes. The pilot had 
told us he was not even sure if he would be 
able to land. He drifted down with engines 
almost cut and put his plane on 150 feet of 
sand and pebbles right next to our camp. 
We were to use the plane to scout the ten 
miles of Turn Back Canyon to see if it was 
feasible to kayak. 

The canyon itself has been kayaked by 
only four people, but the flow rate now was 
much higher than on these earlier attempts. 

j 
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The late Thierry Giorgetti 

Looking at the dark and desolate place, we 
wondered how Walt Blackdar had attempted 
it alone over a decade ago. 

The width of the river converged down 
to a mere 60 feet at the entrance to the first 
rapid. 'Well what do you think?' we asked, 
looking at each other open mouthed. The 
first rapid looked OK, the second was a half 
a mile section of tight 'S' bends. As the ice 
cold water surged up against the walls, it 
reminded us of 'Augsburg' the Olympic 
Slalom Course - only now the volume of 
water was at least one hundred times 
greater. Large whirlpools would appear and 
disappear; the water would surge ten to 
twelve feet up against the walls and then run 
down leaving a ten to twelve foot hole. In 
certain places we should not go close to the 
walls. In others the correct line was essen­ 
tial. We watched the route taken by some 
of the icebergs. They would not have done 
well in a lower division slalom competition. 
No rocks were visible, there was too much 
water. 

After further scouting by plane, it be­ 
came obvious that the canyon was not a 
continuous jet of water but a series of com­ 
plex and demanding rapids with numerous 
places to stop. There were some places we 
would not want to paddle, but the portages 
looked OK. The worst spot was a mile or so 
of unbroken hell between the vertical can­ 
yon walls. It did not look very inviting. 
There were some tight ninety degree bends 
and in some sections the width went down 
to a mere 30 feet. We decided we should 
give it a go. 

The 6th of July 
We woke early the next morning and follow­ 
ing breakfast warmed up by going for a half 
an hour run in our wetsuits. Today we had 
wetsuit head covers and an extra jacket. 
The water was at zero degrees centigrade 
and we wanted to take no chances. We 
made some special gloves to protect the 
backs of our hands, whilst leaving the in­ 
sides free to feel the paddle. In addition, 
we each had an elastic cord connecting the 
paddle to our wrist, to help reduce the risk 

of paddle loss. Our major problem was 
the cold. We would stay together in the 
canyon and attempt each set of rapids as a 
foursome. Although we knew that in water 
like this one is alone, there is little (if any­ 
thing) that can be done to help someone 
in trouble. 

Having studied the canyon for a year, 
scouted the first two rapids by foot, arrang­ 
ed for a helicopter to film and act as secur­ 
ity, we felt we were now ready to attempt 
what is generally accepted to be one of the 
most difficult stretches of rapids in the 
world. 

The helicopter, laid on for filming, 
carried Bruno, Jean-luc and Brigitee. It 
stopped by the first rapid to film. Craig 
and Christian had decided to walk across 
the ten miles of glacier and meet us below 
the canyon later. 

Adam and I entered the first rapid, pas­ 
sed through a large turning-back wave run­ 
ning diagonally across half of the canyon 
and were to feel immediately the force and 
violence of the water - the noise was 
deafening. 

We paddled hard into a 'break-out' on 
the right hand side, and were soon going up 
and down with the water that was flowing 
so unnaturally, Ii ke water below a power 
station dam. Thierry and Laurent, seeing 
we had been stopped in our tracks by the 
huge wave, avoided it and arrived shortly 
after. The next rapids were then scouted - 
over half a mile of tight continuous 'S' 
bends. Adam and Laurent started, follow­ 
ed by myself and a small distance behind, 
Thierry. 

Tragedy 
We rounded the first bend, avoiding the 
water piling up against the rearwall. A 
whirlpool appeared and we were each, in 
turn, spun round and spat out. Laurent 
went over and rolled up immediately. The 
helicopter that was following was caught 

by a strong wind and was literally blown 
out of the canyon and forced to wait below 
the rapid further down. The canyon twisted 
and turned sharply and, with the waves and 
turbulences gushing through the narrow gap, 
it became difficult to follow each others 
progress. Our total concentration was de­ 
voted to keeping upright and avoiding the 
huge circular cushions created as the water 
surged violently against the bends. 

We had agreed to wait below each rapid 
before attempting the following section. 
Laurent and Adam reached the end of the 
rapid and some minutes later I joined them. 
There was no sign of Thierry. 

Suddenly, his paddle was noticed. 
Laurent and Adam positioned themselves on 
each side of the canyon in their kayaks. I 
climbed out and scrambled up the bank to 
look, but from where I stood I could not see 
back upstream; it was impossible to return 
by foot. 

Twenty-five minutes later Thierry's body 
was taken from the water by the helicopter 
.. half a mile downstream and too late to 
save him. Despite the air bags in his boat 
and his buoyancy aid, he and his kayak had 
passed under water and we had seen 
nothing. 

After the accident the kayaks were aban­ 
doned in the canyon and we were taken by 
helicopter to the camp below. We were 
empty with disbelief, no-one could accept 
what had happened. 

We now had to make a decision, whether 
to give up and depart by helicopter, or to 
carry on in the two rafts. We decided to 
carry on. In virtual silence, finding nothing 
to say, we set out for the sea, eighty miles 
further down. We reached it three days 
later. 

A week after rejoining civilisation we 
had the opportunity to fly back over the 
Alsek. The water in the canyon had risen 
over fifteen feet and the kayaks that had 
been abandoned at the site of the tragedy 
had been washed away. 

"One feels the comfort of the group, but the group itself is alone". 
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10 IMPORTANT REASONS WHY YOUR 
BRITISH CANOE MANUFACTURERS 

1. The B.C.M.A. record for quality and choice is second to 
none. 

2. The B.C.M.A. pioneered over 80% of canoeing and safety 
equipment. 

3. The B.C.M.A. is almost totally responsible for the 
development and manufacture of protective Helmets - 
Clothing - Buoyancy Jackets - Safety Footrests etc. 

4. The B.C.M.A. exceptional quality is recognised throughout the 
world with exports to over 50 countries. 

5. The B.C. M.A. offers the quality and standards which are 
accepted by all the Government and Educational Departments 
throughout the United Kingdom. 

FOR THE BEST RANGE OF 
THE FOLLOWING BRITISH CANOE 

A.C. CANOE PRODUCTS LTD. P.O. Box 62, Chester 
Tel: 0244 311711. 

ARROWCRAFT MARINE LTD., 19, Lingfield Close, Great Wyrley, 
Walsall, WS6 6LT. Tel: 0922 415045. 

AVONCRAFT, Burrowfield Industrial Estate, Welwyn Garden City, 
Herts. AL7 4SR. Tel: 07073 30000. 

CANOE CENTRE KIRTON KAYAKS LTD., Marsh Lane, Credition, 
Devon. Tel: 03632 3295. 

CYMRU CANOES., St. Hilary Road, Llandudno. 
Tel: 0492 77067. 

GAYBO LTD., Bell Lane, Bellbrook Industrial Estate, Uckfield, 
East Sussex. TN22 1 QL. Tel: 0825 5891. 

HARISHOK LTD., Unit 3, Clarendon Trading Estate, Hyde, Cheshire. 
Tel: 061-368 9216. 

JIM HARGREAVES, Capel Curig, Snowdonia. 
Tel: 06904 210. 

CHRIS HAWKESWORTH LTD., Glasshouses Mill, Pateley Bridge, 
Harrogate, Yorks. Tel: 0423 711624. Telex: 57986. 
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NEXT PURCHASE SHOULD BE WITH THE 
ASSOCIATION IN 1982 

6. The B.C.M.A. has been involved with the design and 
development of Canoes and Kayaks for the majority of 
Expeditions including both river and sea expeditions. 

7. The B.C.M.A. were the pioneers in the manufacture of craft 
with, Carbon Fibres-Kelvar - Diolen and Sandwich 
construction. 

8. The B.C.M.A. liaised with the British Standards Institute in the 
preparation of current safety standards of Kayaks and Canoes 
in Great Britain. 

9. The B.C.M.A. is the only Trade Association available to 
assist and advise on any technical subject regarding craft 
and ancillary equipment. 

10. The B.C.M.A. offers YOU the customer the most competitively 
priced choice of craft and accessories in Britain. 

PRODUCTS IN BRITAIN CONTACT 
MANUFACTURERS MEMBERS: 
HOWARTH SPORTS, 18, Brook Dale, Belmont, Bolton, Lanes. 

Tel: 020-481 353 or 0204 392190. 
KAMA CANOE, The Old School, Siddick, Workington, Cumbria. 

Tel: 0900 61709. 
LEN DAL PRODUCTS LTD., 18-20, Boyd Street, Prestwick, Ayrshire. 

Tel: 0292 78558. 
McNULTY SEAGLASS, Victoria Road, South Shields, 

Tyne and Wear. Tel: 0632 563196. 
P & H FIBREGLASS LTD., Old Stanley Colliery, Station Road, 

West Hallam, llkeston. Tel: 0602 320155. 
PALM GLASS FIBRE MOULDINGS, Unit 12, Marsh Lane, Easton 

in Gordano, Bristol. Tel: 027581 4865. 
TRYLON LTD., Wollaston, Wellingborough, Northants. 

Tel: 0933 664275. 
VALLEY CANOE PRODUCTS LTD., Private Road 4, Colwick Estate, 

Nottingham. Tel: 0602 249371. 
WYE KAYAKS, 31, East Street, Hereford. 

Tel: 0432 65453. 
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DEEP WATER 
BCU APPROVAL SCHEME FOR CENTRES 
A system for approving Centres and Companies which offer canoe­ 
ing holidays has recently been aqreed. 

There are two categories under which approval will be offered. 
1: Those Centres offering a high standard of specialist canoeing 
instruction; and 2. Centres offering 'adventure holidays' which 
include canoeing as a fun activity. Certain undertakings concern­ 
ing standard of equipment, and staff ratios will have to be given, in 
return for which the BCU will actively promote the scheme to 
enquirers, education authorities, tourist boards and others. 

It is hoped that Centres will co-operate in passing on to all 
those who enter a canoe during a course, a package containing a 
badge and information on the Union - in particular how to obtain 
the names of their nearest canoe club, regional secretary and coach­ 
ing organisers. Conservative estimates put the number of people in 
Great Britain who try canoeing for the first time annually well in 
excess of 160,000. 

INCOMPETENT LEADERSHIP 
The need for an approval scheme was underlined last October when 
a Mr. John Arthur Cotterill led a group of five in three slalom 
canoes and a Moonraker double on the swollen river Tamar near 
Horsebridge, Devon. 

The group got into difficulties on a grade II section, which is 
rated 111 in spate, and it ended with the death of 11 year-old Ian 
Fisher. Another boy - 14-year old Alan Turner - stayed with 
Ian for some 50 minutes after he had capsized, and almost got him 
to the bank on several occasions. Alan was not an experienced 
white water canoeist, and for his efforts gained the first BCU Award 
for Valour to be presented, which he received at Crystal Palace 
from the Minister for Sport, Mr. Neil Mcfarlane MP. 

In the Trailblazer Club's publicity material Mr. Cotterill claimed 
to 'operate to the standards of the British Canoe Union'. He does 
not hold a BCU coaching award, and has been written to as follows: 
'From the evidence given by yourself, and confirmed by witnesses, 
it is manifestly clear that you do not teach to these standards, and 
we must ask you to desist from making the misleading statement in 
your brochure. The exposure of an eleven year old, of minimal 
experience, none on white water, to the comparatively severe con­ 
ditions on the day, the inclusion of a Moon raker double, and the 
fact that you yourself capsized - which we would not expect of an 
instructor competent for the situation - are indicative of this'. 

The Trailblazers Club should not be confused with Trailblazers 
Educational Adventure Holidays, which is a bona fide company 
operated by Campamarena Holidays Ltd. of 1 a Fowler Street, 
Fulwood, Preston, Lancashire. 

REFUSED BUOYANCY AID 
A 31 year old man and his girl friend went canoeing on the 
swollen river Weaver at Mill fields in Cheshire on 15 March. The 
man's father offered him a buoyancy aid before he departed but be 
refused to wear or carry it. The pair got into difficulties above a 
weir, the boats were trapped and they were carried over. Keith 
Brammer then disappeared. At the time of going to press, the 
body had not been recovered. The 'canoe' involved belonged to the 
non specialist market. 

INVESTIGATING CANOEING INCIDENTS 
Occasionally when an accident occurs, the persons involved find 
themselves bombarded from all sides by well intentioned members, 
offering help, advice, or criticism. 

In order to ensure that all noteworthy happenings are investigat­ 
ed, but that confusion is avoided, a policy has been agreed. Reports 
and requests for action should be made in every instance to BCU 
Headquarters, who will issue an enquiry form, and agree with the 
principal regional officer concerned as to who should be appointed 
locally to be the official BCU spokesman. This officer's name and 
address can then be obtained through headquarters. 

Those with a legitimate involvement should communicate with 
the official spokesperson, and not make direct statements to the 
press, or approach the individual concerned in the case, on behalf 
of the BCU. 

Just one of the 2000 Canoeing Handbooks sold at Crystal Palace 

Book Review: 
Canoeing Handbook - 
Editor Geoff Good - Published by the BCU. 
Three hundred and fifty pages for £5-25 (B.C.U. Members) must 
be good value! A glance at the book confirms this - it is packed 
with information and covers every aspect of the sport. Its pedigree 
is a good one, not only has it called on the accumulated knowledge 
of several generations of canoeists, but its parentage is clearly the 
very successful Coaching Handbook, which, of course, it supersedes. 

The change of title is signficant, as the style of writing has been 
altered from the rather clipped notes of its predecessor to a much 
more readable format that is obviously aimed at a wider canoeing 
audience than merely members or intending members of the B.C.U. 
Coaching Scheme. While this new style certainly makes the whole 
book more readable, it also makes it a little more difficult to 
extract and digest the mountains of information it contains. 

Nine different authors offer twelve chapters and the remaining 
six are the work of the editor, Director of Coaching, Geoff Good. 
What a task Geoff must have had; and what a first-rate job he's 
made of it! The authors' differing styles hardly obtrude and there 
is very little duplication between the chapters. 

The illustrations don't tell such a happy tale, however: the 
photographs are generally good, but often a line-drawing can ex­ 
plain a point better even than a photograph. The line drawings seem 
to have been left to the separate authors - sadly, even if you can 
write it doesn't follow that you can also draw. The quality of the 
drawings varies tremendously from excellent to feeble: some so 
feeble in fact as to be almost meaningless. What a pity a good artist 
wasn't commissioned to illustrate every chapter throughout the 
book - the extra expense would have been amply repaid. 

Wisely, Geoff has steered the book away from detailed analysis 
of the competitive components of canoeing, which he restricts to 
just one chapter, but adds a good bibliography to help those who 
want more information. Several appendices are also included. 

The sheer weight of information gathered here hardly allows the 
Canoeing Handbook to be read at a sitting, but a chapter a night 
wouldn't be soporific! A happy inclusion is the chapter dealing 
with canoeing for disabled people and, long overdue, and probably 
attempted for the first time here, is a chapter describing basic canoe 
design parameters and their relation to the hydraulics of canoeing 
and the 'feel' of the canoe to the paddler. 

Destined to become the canoeists bible, this excellent book is 
not without its dogma and apocrypha. A statement like: "Craft 
should have 'open cockpits' - i.e. the knees are not trapped under 
the deck. This relieves the fear of being struck in the event of 
capsize" written in a paragraph dealing with teaching canoeing 
seems very strong when one would guess that 90% of all canoeists 
start their paddling career in a closed cockpit canoe. 

Apart from the odd minor flaw, what Reed's is to the yachtsman 
now, the Canoeing Handbook will be to canoeists in future - carry 
it in your canoe at all times and your insurance premium should 
fall! 
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•AVONCRAFr, 
Visit our Showrooms and see the largest, best 
value selection of Kayaks, Canoes, Sailboards and 
Accessories in the trade. 

* Complete range of Touring - General Purpose - 
Slalom - Whitewater - Sea and Surf 
Kayaks/Canoes. 

* See the new patented Schlegel Prijon Paddles. 
New stocks of Kober and Schlegel Paddles. 
Complete range of G.P. Paddles and Kits. 

* Large range of finest value Wetsuits and 
Shorties. Boleros with Flexi Sleeves - Paddle 
Jackets etc. 

* Swedish Load Carriers - Kayak Cradles - V 
Bars. Loading Straps - Trailers. 

* Stockists of all leading brand products. 

FANTASTIC SPECIAL OFFER UNTIL 1st JUNE, 1982. 
A world famous· KLING ER' Spray Deck or Paddle Jacket 
supplied FREE with every Kayak or Canoe purchased. 

Phone or write for our 1982 Colour Brochure & Price list. 

_ ~ ~ AVONCRAF~ 

-

~~ V~ BurrowfieldlndustrialEstate, 

~ 

Welwyn Garden City, 
Herts. AL7 4SR. 
Tel: 070 73 30000. 

Suppliers to.- H.M Forces - Education Authorities 
Canoe Clubs - Exporters. 

Specialist Supplies Of: * Canoes.Kayaks& Surf Ski's * Accessories by: 
ke Hawrishot,Gul, Lendal,WW.Centre & V.C.P. 

THE WORKSHOP& SHOWROOM 

• 
is conveniently situated 2miles Ja 
from the GORDANO SERVICES .,a 
on the MS-Junction 19. 

Palm 
Canoes and Kayaks 
Unit 12, Marsh Lane. Enton-ln-Gordano, Nr. Bristol. BS20 ONW 
Tel: Pill (027681) 4865 

FOLLOW THE LEADER: 

NORDKAPP 
For those in the foremost of exploration 

/- 

VALLEY CANOE PRODUCTS LTD. 
PRIVATE ROAD 4, COLWICK ESTATE, 
NOTTINGHAM. TEL: 0602 249371 
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IMPORTANT 
NEWS FOR 
CANOEISTS 

WHITEWATER SPORTS HAVE MOVED FROM WOKING 
WE ARE DUE TO OPEN A NEW SUPERSTORE ON 

THE RIVER THAMES AT SHEPPERTON, BUT OWING TO 
BUILDING DELAYS AT TIME OF WRITING THIS 
ADVERT CANNOT GIVE A DEFINITE DATE. 

HOWEVER WE ARE STILL GIVING OUR USUAL 
COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE FROM 2A WOODHAM LANE, 

NEW HAW, ADDLESTONE, TELEPHONE WEYBRIDGE 
(0932-40171). WE ARE ONLY A MILE DOWN 

THE ROAD FROM B.C.U. HEAD OFFICE 
OPPOSITE NEW HAW LOCK ON THE RIVER WEY. 

AS USUAL WE HAVE OUR OWN BOATS INCLUDING 
TYNE & JAYCEE RANGES, PLUS SELECTED MODELS 
FROM DERWENT, GAYBO, PYRANHA, ARROWCRAFT, 

KRAKATOA, NOMAD, WYE KAYAKS, VALLEY & 
PALM. WE ARE STILL BRITAINS TOP CANOE 

SHOP- OFTEN IMITATED BUT NEVER EQUALLED!! 

TYNE FOLDING CANOE SPARES & SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE FROM 
FRANK STEVENSON. Tel: Byfleet 43746 (Eves or Weekend) 
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CANOEING HOLIDAYS (i;)\~ > b b C 

I :'\:\\ b ~ 
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l \ 

b 

Based at Caswell Bay, one of the most picturesque and easily accessible beaches on the beautiful Gower Peninsula. You 
are free to choose your accommodation from the wide range in our brochure. This course is designed to give intensive 
instruction to the novice canoeist in the basics of the sport. Course members will be taught the basic paddle strokes and 
rescue techniques and will take part in one expedition during the week. Each Course will be supervised by fully qualified 
B.C.U. instructors and all specialist equipment will be provided. 
Write now for free colour brochure to :- 

The Information Centre, PO Box 59, Singleton Street, Swansea SA 1 JOG, West Glamorgan. 
Tel. Swansea (0792) 50821 or 468321 (24 hours). 

... on their great successes in 
the world championships at 
Bala. Over 85% of all the world's 
competitors chose to wear Ace 
helmets. 

The same high quality and 
style goes into the new range of 
ACE paddles, which are also 
available from your local canoe 
equipment stockist. 

Follow the World 
Champions-use ACE 
A.C. Canoe Products Ltd., 
P.O. Box 62, Chester, England. 

~ffij7~ 
25 



CHARLOTTE MASON 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

. (English Lake District) 
D.E.S. LONG COURSE 

IN 
OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

(Subject to D.E.S. approval) 
A NEW part-time course for serving teachers over 12 
months beginning in September 1982 and with a 
residential term atthe College in the Spring Term 1983. 

The special focus of this first course is CANOEING and 
includes the development of personal skills in: 

WHITE WATER CANOEING 
SLALOM 
WHITE WATER RACING 
FITNESS TRAINING 
RIVER & SEA TOURING 
EXPEDITIONS 

and the teaching of: 
BEGINNERS 
ADVANCED YOUNGSTERS 

Applicants should have basic CANOEING & TEACHING 
experience. 

COURSE DIRECTOR: Colin Mortlock, M.A., D.L.C., 
(B.C.U. Senior Coach) 

Further information and application forms from the 
Registrar, Charlotte Mason College of Education, 
Ambleside, Cumbria, LA22 988 . 

General Purpose, Slaloms, Trainers, 
Tourers, Doubles and Canadians. 

Write for brochure and send sae to: 

CAPEL CANOES LIMITED, 
Five Oak Green, Nr. Tonbridge, Kent Tel: Paddock Wood 2128. 

CVMRU CANOES 
OF LLANDUDNO 
PRECISION BUil T'OUALITY KA YAKS CUSTOM 
BUil T TO YOUR OWN INDIVIDUAL REQUIRE­ 
MENTS, AS WELL AS THE SPECIALIST NEEDS 
OF CENTRESAND £DUCA TIONAUTHORITIES. 
EQUIPE - EVEREST- OLYMPIA- SHRIKE 
PLUS ALL NECESSARY EQUIPMEN.T. 
~end S.A.E. for brochure or call and , ~ 0 . 
inspect our range at: 
ST. HILARY'S ROAD, LLANRHOS, J,; ~ 
LLANDUDNO. Tel: 0492 77067. '· , 

SOUTH GLAMORGAN 
COUNTY COUNCIL 
Storey Arms Outdoor 
Education Centre 
OPEN COURSES 1982 

Canoeing 
Introductory and BCU Proficiency 
................ 11 /13 June and 2/4 July 
BCU Trainee Instructor 
......................... 5/7 November 
BCU Senior Instructor Assessment 
......................... 5/7 November 

Mountain Leader Training 
........................ 23/30 October 

Mountain Leader Assessment 
........................ 23/30 October 

Details and application forms from:­ 
Robert A. Puw, Warden, 
Storey Arms Outdoor Education Centre, 
Libanus, Brecon, 
Powys, LD3 8 NL. 

.. NEW-FOR 
19821:•­ 
SEA-KING 

Features and Options available include: 
3 piece deck for easy joining: Hatches: 
Bulkheads: Deck Pump: Rubber Moulds for 
variable recessed deck fittings. 

Ask about our other nine designs and our 
range of paddles and accessories. 

Send for your free information 
pack today, or telephone: 

TRVLON LIMITED 
WOLLASTON, 
NORTHANTS,NN97QJ 
Tel: Wellingborough (0933) 6642 75 
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Afon 
Tryweryn 

After 27 years in the Army 
Physical Training Corps 
George Davis has joined the 
staff of the Union as the 
Canoeing Management Officer 
on the River Tryweryn. 

Working from an office 
near Bala, George is burden­ 
ed with the task of creating 
the system by which all 
canoeists can gain access to 
the waters of this National 
White Water Site. After 

eight years at the Army Outward Bound School this 44 years old 
captain cannot be considered as a stranger to Wales. Previously 
based at Tywyn he has a good knowledge and appreciation of the 
area and its residents. George can also draw upon the experience 
he has gained canoeing in Hong Kong, Singapore and in Norway, 
where he has been responsible for the organisation, safety and 
administration of all the Services canoeing. 

Apart from canoeing, George has represented the Army at 
modern pentathlon, cross-country running and fencing. His other 
interests include rock-climbing, skiing, windsurfing; less strenuously, 
ornithology and wine making. He sees the job of developing 
Tryweryn as a great challenge and intends to provide the best 
possible service to all canoeists. 

And so, after many trials and tribulations, and in conjunction 
with The Sports Council, Sports Council for Wales, WCA, Gwynedd 
County Council, Merioneth District Council, we have a Management 
Officer on the Trvwervn , Whilst the permanent arrangements are 
still to be confirmed we can look forward to the Afon Tryweryn 
being available to many more canoeists. Because the next issue of 
Focus is not due out until late in the year George Davis has asked 
that we print a few notes for your guidance. 
1) Advance booking procedures and a scale of charges for the use 
of the facility are being worked out. It is hoped that these will 
come into operation by mid-summer. 
2) As an interim measure, an answerphone will be installed at the 
control centre. This will give up-to-date information on water 
level and any restrictions which may apply. The number is Bala 
(0678) 520826. Do not ring the Welsh Water Authority. 
They will not accept calls about water levels/releases in future. 
3) A list of rules for the use of the facility is being formulated 
and will be available hopefully also by mid-summer. A provisional 
set of rules will be displayed as soon as possible at the control 
centre. Please observe them, particularly as regards access and 
egress, as any disturbance to the local inhabitants may prejudice the 
future development of the facility. 

Wildlife on Upper Ouse 
Recently there have been reports of canoeists using the River Ouse 
near Turvey in a most unreasonable manner. They have been going 
downstream six abreast, shouting, transistors blaring and driving 
wildfowl before them. I am sure that all would agree that such 
action is totally irresponsible, and I hope that they are not members 
of the BCU. The owner, Mr. Sanders, has no objection to canoeists 
providing they behave, but having spent years building up a fine 
nature reserve on a beautiful stretch of the river, he has no intention 
of seeing it spoilt. He requests that between MR 938536 and 
MR 940546 we keep to the right hand bank, avoiding the left bank 
which has cover used by the wildfowl, and that we go no more than 
two abreast. 

Transistor radios do not belong in such an environment so leave 
them at home - enjoy the countryside at its best - peacefully. 
P. Wathen, Regional Access Officer. 

New National Access Officer 
Roger Irwin became the National Access Officer of the British 
Canoe Union on April 1st! 

Roger joins the HQ staff having completed ten years service with 
the Home Office Prison Dept, serving as a Physical Education 
Instructor for most of that time. During his time in the services he 
became very involved with the coaching scheme and has been a 
coaching organiser since 1976. 

Latterly he became a founder member and Chairman of the 
BCU Southern Region. 

His wife and one daughter are also keen watersports enthusiasts 
and are well known in sea touring and competitive surfing. Roger 
looks forward to meeting and working with the Regional Access 
Officer's and their River Adviser's and is keen to receive any 
communications which may assist the campaign for greater access. 

ALTERNATIVE SURF 
IN DEVON 
For all sea. surf canoeing and surf catting needs. 
Stockists for all leading sea and surf canoes including 
the ultimate surf craft the Hawke Surf Cat. 

Unit 58, Heathpark Industrial Estate, 
Honiton, Devon EX14 888. Tel: (0404) 41295 

..,(''?,• ,..,~ •. ,~. F ,,, "vn '1, 
~ 

EA 
~STO 
- PLUS 

&~~CKS OF 
NTED WETSUITS. 

We have or can obtain 
Canoes, hawkecats, wetsuits, paddles, spraydecks, 
safety equipment, cagoules, thermal underware 
specialist sea canoeing needs, including survival 

equipment, fibreglass resins and mat 
AND ADVICE 
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The word 'college' is perhaps m isleading - 
it is really a school, a boy's public school 
which has achieved a name nationally for 
its scope of opportunities. Its wide range of 
subjects incorporates academic, vocational 
and sporting disciplines, as well as a very 
strong dyslexia unit. Established in 1954, 
Grenville is a scattered collection of houses 
and huts on the higher slopes of Bideford in 
North Devon. There are about 360 pupils - 
mostly boarders - and all of secondary 
school age. 

The 'scope of opportunities' within the 
sporting world makes good use of the adjac­ 
ent waters with sailing, sportsboating and 
canoeing - activity which is well directed 
into appropriate clubs. In fact, nearly all 
the sporting and vocational interests at the 
school are representated by a club, and a 
school rule decrees that every pupil under 15 
shall belong to one of them. But that does 
not make the canoe club oversubscribed, a 
situation brought about in part by year 
round and 'come rain or shine' participation 
- a prerequisite that attracts only the 
keen ... no armchair paddlers! 

The club makes no claim to fame, per­ 
haps the nearest to a champion is the 
master-in-charge, Martin Davies. He is an 
energetic chap who took to the sport in 
1976 when he was looking for a way to 
keep fit and thought he was too old for 
rugby. The decision for canoeing (as 
opposed to countless other ways of keeping 
fit) was prompted by a pupil asking 'sir' for 
permission to try out his birthday present of 
a new canoe in the school pool. 

There had previously been some compet­ 
itive canoeing on the school timetable, but 
what Martin was to introduce was to be 
primarily of a recreational nature. His 
road to experience and qualification started 
with a one week proficiency course at PG L 
in 1977, then the road to Senior Instructor 

· with a successful assessment on the River 
Dart. Picking up a Surf Trainer award en 
route (fairly essential for a club based a 
stone's throw from Westward Ho!) and 
whilst still being involved in school life­ 
saving, cross-country running and the Duke 
of Edinburgh Award Scheme - as well as 
teaching Maths and being a family man with 
two children) the club flourishes. 

It may seem surprising that the club has 
- at most - about 20 members, a number 
brought about by a large number of factors. 
Consider that the school attracts youngsters 
from all over the country (if not the globe) 
from homes to which they return with all 
the usual regularity of school holidays. That 
means that there is no local base of parents 
or past/adult members to provide direct 
assistance or support th rough a manage­ 
ment committee. Most of the time that 
leaves Martin alone, with as many young­ 
sters as he can get into one of the (four) 
school minibuses. There is sufficeint equip­ 
ment for a range of canoeing, some having 
been provided by the school (whose only 
funds come from the pupils fees) and some 
owned by individuals. 

The small number of members and the 
lack of any corporate structure is not, 
however, reflected in the spirit of the lads, 
nor in the range and frequency of their 
activity - being on the water on average 
three times a week. Wednesday afternoons 
are free from any formal school lessons so 
that every pupil can persue his enforced 

membership of a club. The canoeists take 
to the water with great enthusiasm, using 
the time predominantly for coaching activ­ 
ity across the age range, the older boys 
staying on a while longer as the evenings 
get lighter for some advanced training. 
After school on a Friday is the second wet 
session of the week, Sunday being the third 
and tending to be the opportunity for trips 
and special events. Weekend trips are not 
the easiest to arrange, with formal lessons 
on a Saturday morning and traditional 
team sports in the afternoon. 

The club has plenty of choice of water, 
ranging from the rapids of the River 
Torridge through to tackling the strong 
tides of the huge adjacent estuary, to cop­ 
ing with the surf of adjacent beaches such as 
Westward Ho! and Croyde Bay, to paddling 
the coast towards Clovelly or llfracombe. 
There is also a small outdoor school pool 
for summer use, and occasional use of a 
local heated indoor pool for those winter 
rolling sessions. Further afield, the club 
has recently participated in a slalom on the 
River Lynher, in the Mike Jones Memorial 
Wel!kend on the Dee, and in an Advanced 
Inland training course on the Wye and the 
Usk. 

To some outsiders, the prospect of a 
small club adjacent to the water may seem 
like an ideal set-up, to others the school 
environment may seem restrictive. How do 
the Grenville boys see it? 

Martin Pierce (15 and 'Mutley' to his 
friends) - "A club room wouldn't go amiss, 
somewhere where we could repair boats and 
keep the kit. Most of it is just lying around 
in the car park next to the trailer. I like a 
small club and we appreciate the great deal 
that Mr Davies does for us, but we are a bit 
confined to the Torridge and Westward Ho! 
They are the easiest to get to in the time 
available. It would be nice to paddle more 
often with different people, you can pick up 
a lot from that." 

Jeremy Palmer (15) - "It's great. It's a 
chance to get out and do something and it's 
so easy to arrange with everyone being so 
easy to contact. I have recently joined 
Grenville from Milfield School where the 
canoe club was mostly involved in flat water 
racing. The moving water here makes a 
change. It's difficult not having the holi­ 
days to paddle together and go places, but 

"It would be nice to have a club room. Most of the equipment is just lying around in the car 
park next to the trailer." 
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Mole Valley and the Swans 

Martin Davies - "I couldn't keep square 
with my conscience if I hadn't the necessary 
skill and experience." 

I have my own boat and get on the water as 
much as possible during the breaks." 

As for the leader, he says, "There are 
advantages in being able to paddle as part of 
the school curriculum, but disadvantages in 
that the same cirriculum imposes restric­ 
tions by its timetable - not least of all 
Saturday school and losing everyone during 
the holidays." Asked if there is any addi­ 
tional activity that he would like to include 
in the club programme, Martin answers, 
"Yes, even within the existing limitations 
of size and support. There are some good 
advanced sea trips in the area, like the trip 
to Lundy. But by the time the boys are 
old/skilled enough, they leave the school - 
you see most either leave altogether or go 
on to a sixth form college at 15/16." 

How about the qualifications required 
by a master taking canoeing at the school, 
"It is not the same as being under a Local 
Education Authority. At a private school 
I can do what I like and without any bits 
of paper. But I couldn't keep square with 
my conscience if I hadn't the necessary 
skill and experience." 

How do other members of the staff view 
the club? Says David Sturdee, house master 
responsible for all aspects of the welfare of 
a junior house, "I see christianity as the 
development of the mind and body to the 
full. I accept canoeing as making a signi­ 
ficant contribution to that development." 

So it is not just a way of getting out of 
chapel on a Sunday morning! 

Neil Shave 

Flasks of hot coffee ready in the Minibus 
after rolling practice in wintery cold water. 
Year round practice sessions restrict 
membership to the keen. 

Anna has been with the 'Canoeing Swans' from the start and practises eagerly in the pool in 
preparation for going out onto open water in the spring. 

Rory checking David's hand position on 
the paddles. David is blind and hopes to 
attend the Rotary International Sporting 
Event at Stoke Mandeville this year. 

In 1976, Rory Pringle was involved in com­ 
pleting his Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award 
and chose to do 40 hours community ser­ 
vice as one of his options. The choice was 
to be work with the disabled club near to 
his home in Dorking. It all went smoothly 
and a seed was planted - a seed which was 
to combine this new experience with the 
canoeing interest that had started as a child 
with his family. Canoeing was already a 
regular activity, with service at the Ravens 
Ait and Thames Young Mariners Centres, 
and successful completion of a Trainee 
Instructor Course in 1979. 

In the meantime, the 'Leatherhead 
Swans' were becoming well established - a 
club for disabled and handicapped people 
that undertakes a variety of recreational 
pastimes, but with swimming high on the 
list. Rory got to hear of the Swans and saw 
an opportunity to teach canoeing as part 
of their swimming sessions, held on a 
Tuesday evening at the Leatherhead Leisure 
Centre. 

The search started for training and 
advice in this specialist skill and - starting 
right at the top - he asked Oliver Cock and 
Geoff Good to come along to run a basic 
session one evening. They naturally obliged, 
and recommended that Rory attend a 

course at Plymouth with Ron Moore, 
Regional Coaching Organiser and an exper­ 
ienced and accredited expert on canoeing 
with the disabled. 

And so slowly but surely - helped by 
Pete Scott, a Senior Instructor who Rory 
had met at Thames Young Mariners, and 
some girls from St Theresa's School for 
Girls (who were doing community service 
for their D of E Award Scheme) the Swans 
were put afloat. 

There can be up to a dozen attending 
the canoeing session, and the two instruc­ 
tors are stretched in a situation that nor­ 
mally requires a one-to-one pupil/teacher 
ratio. But there was known to be a large 
number of paddlers in the area and Rory 
joined forces with a few others who felt 
that the masses could be brought together 
as a club, one part of whose programme 
could be to train some how to teach the 
disabled. So the Mole Valley Canoe Club 
was formed. 

Vi Hardman - Honorary Secretary of 
the Leatherhead Swans and of the Leather­ 
head Sports Council - is thrilled. "It's 
marvellous that there is now a club teaching 
able-bodied how to teach the less able­ 
bodied. Three of the Swans went to Ron 
Moore's course at Plymouth last year and 
this year we are hoping all the canoeists 
will get out of the pool onto local open 
water. There is some general and special 
equipment that we need and if we don't 
have enough money, then we'll do some­ 
thing to raise it. Just as long as there are 
plenty of people to help on the water." 

Can you help? Are you a competent 
canoeist/instructor with some time to spare. 
Your efforts will be greatly appreciated and 
rewarded by experiencing the freedom that 
the disabled can enjoy onthe water, and by 
monitoring the achievements they attain as 
they master the one-man-one-boat environ­ 
ment. Or you may know of disabled or 
handicapped people who would like to be· 
come involved in the warm family activity 
of the Swans. Either way, please contact 
Rory on Dorking 67220. 

In the meantime, Rory is still a Trainee 
Instructor and fears that his probationary 
period may have elapsed. Not a bad track 
record though. 

29 



Fibreglass 
Limited 

SEA CANOES 
P. & H. Fibreglass Limited now have 
available one of the widest range of sea 
canoes in the world. Whatever your needs 
we believe we have the model for you. They 
are:- 
THE UMNAK-A stable sea going kayak, 
ideal for the shorter expedition or for the 
reconnaissance. An ideal estuary or loch 
kayak. 
THE ICEFLOE-A stable, fast long range 
expedition kayak, built to withstand severe 
storm conditions which can be found in 
open waters. Already proved on many 
expeditions, including the recent Prince 
William Sound expedition. 
THE BAIDARKA EXPLORER-A fast, 
serious, sea kayak, narrower in beam than 
the lcefloe. Used on many expeditions by 
its designer. 
THE DAWN TREADER- Using the basic 
shape of the Explorer the Dawn Treader has 
been modified to give the appearance of a 
more conventional kayak. 
All the above models built by P. & H. 
Fibreglass Limited and designed by Derek 
Hutchinson. 
Demonstration models always available. 

BAT POLO TEAMS 
We believe, and so do many others,_ that we 
have the best designed and manufacturered 
Polo canoe available. 
It is incredibly fast in a straight line and 
great for stern dipping. It has also been 
approved by the Bat Polo Committee. 
It's name, of course, is simply 

POLO Price £105.00 inc. VAT 

Try one soon - demonstration boats 
always available. 
Available only from: 

P. & H. FIBRE GLASS LIMITED 
Old Stanley Colliery, •... 
Station Road, _ ~ c-: . 
West Hallam, · 
llkeston, ~ ,; ~ 
Derby. ',, .,- 

Senior and Assistant 
Canoe Instructors 
The Penlan Centre invites applications from 
instructors for periods of up to six weeks from 
17 July. B.C.U. qualifications and the ability to drive 
essential. Senior Instructors £40 p.w. Assistant 
Instructors £30 p.w. plus free board. 

Please write giving details of age, experience and 
qualifications to The Pen Ian Centre, St Clears, 
Nr Carmarthen, Dyfed. 

BRAND NEW NORDKAPP 
& ANAS ACUTA E::~~~T~ON 

FROM £21 PER ONLY WEEK 
ALSO SLALOM KAYAKS & ACCESSORIES 
WINDSURFERS CLIMBING EQUIPMENT 
FISHING BOATS YACHTS & DINGHIES 

ALL FOR HIRE CONTACT 
NORTH WA.LES ADVENTURE RESOURCE 
86 BANGOR STREET PORTDINORWIC 
GWYNEDD TELEPHONE 0248 670238 

Caravan Accommodation 
FREE TO EXPEDITION GROUPS 

NATIONAL CENTRE FOR MOUNTAIN ACI'MTIES 
Courses for both the novice and advanced paddler in the UK and 
Alps. Send for free colour brochure. Plas y Brenin bookings: 
Capel Curig, Gwynedd. Telephone: 06904 280. 

•
••• 

1:-'·· ,' i •r. 
J~ #- If . · <t1 

,., 
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Dearfa[us ... 
Dear Sir, 
British "Con" Union? 
Two of our recent dealings with the Union 
have led me to believe that the initials BCU 
stand for British "Con" Union! In 
September my wife returned her Division 2 
bib for refund of the £5 deposit - she has 
been unable to compete this season and will 
be in Division 3 next season. Instead of re­ 
ceiving a cheque, a voucher came through 
the post, which she had then to send on to 
another address to obtain the cheque. 

It appears that the BCU is happy to 
make a simple operation doubly expensive 
by wasting money on printing special 
vouchers and by doubling postage costs on 
both sides. 

More recently I entered the Tees 'A· 
river race in December, sending in my 
£2.50 entry fee as usual. Because of the bad 
weather the race was cancelled and the 
event re-allocated to take place alongside 
the Div. B & C races in January. However, 
because of a BCU ruling there has been no 
return of the original entry fee or carrying 
forward to the new date. A second entry 
fee of £2.50 has to be sent. Thus, counting 
150 individual entries, the holding club will 
have received £375 plus team entries for an 
event not held. 

In the case of a slalom I can see that 
there may be some considerable expenditure 
prior to the event, and the holding club may 
be justified in not returning entry fees, but 
in the case of a river race I cannot see what 
major expenditure is involved, except for 
the purchase of prizes which can be used 
for the re-run event anyway. 

Over the past few years the BCU has 
asked its members to make donations and 
pledges for various funds. I feel that they 
can hardly expect future support for its 
appeals if it makes rules which are designed 
to make money for nothing out of its 
members. 
Pete Leach, Darwen, Lanes. 

Reply from R.J. Annan, Chairman Slalom 
Committee 
The Slalom Executive is very conscious of 
the difficulties caused by the implemente­ 
tion of the use of bibs in Division 2. The 
cost of providing for Divisions 1 and 2 of 
over 1000 bibs with multiple replacements 
each season has been a heavy drain on our 
resources particularly in view of the large 
expenditure on Canoe '81. 

Possibly the biggest problem has been 
to get bibs back, clean and dry, in time to 
know how many extra are required for the 
new season. This year we left it too late by 
accepting bibs until January 31 and are well 
aware that many who have sent for bibs for 
1982 have not yet received them. We hope 
everyone will be supplied by Easter. Bibs 
this year must be returned by 31 December 
for refund. 

The bib vouchers were provided free of 
charge and are an attempt to ease the costs 
of issuing hundred of £5 cheques. The one 
great advantage of bibs is, of course, the 
ability to identify competitors quickly and 
clearly and ease the judges task particularly 
by allowing them to spend maximum time 
on observing the boats through the gates 
rather than try to see numbers of the boat 

We hope the benefits of improved judg­ 
ing in slalom outweigh the disadvantages 
in administration and inconvenience. After 
all the £5 charge is only a fraction of the 
cost of attending even one slalom at this 
level and a wrong judging decision can 
negate the whole weekend's effect 

The Chairman of the Wild Water did 
not wish to comment on the points in this 
letter. 

Dear Sir, 
May I too send my best wishes to Oliver 
Cock on his retirement and thank him for 
his help and enthusiasm with the access 
question. I share his frustration that legal 
opinion has not been obtained as fast as we 
would like. Along with many of my fellow 
canoeists I do find it very difficult to re­ 
main patient. We must hope the results are 
worth the effort and the wait. 

I must take issue, however, with his 
suggestion that "it would be infinitely pre­ 
ferable to be able to come to agreement 
than to prove a navigation right". It is my 
experience for "agreements" to be with­ 
drawn or modified unilaterally to our de­ 
triment by the riparian owners. Navigation 
rights have to be exercised in a reasonable 
manner having due regard to other river 
users. This should exclude speedboats and 
water skiers as navigators. Rafts, of course, 
have been in use for centuries, a fact which 
has been useful to the BCU for proving 
navigation rights. 

We have had a raw deal for long enough 
now, this is the time to be determined and 
not weaken. We must at all costs establish 
and maintain navigation rights wherever we 
can. An access "agreement" is no substitute 
for an established right. 
C. Asquith, Leominster, Herefordshire. 

Dear Sir, 
Linton Slaloms Cancelled 
I feel that an explanation is forthcoming for 
the cancellation of the two Linton Slaloms 
on 19-20 and 26-27 June. 

York club have run these slaloms in the 
past, and although facilities on site are not 
very good, we have done our best to ensure 
that canoeists attending have had a good 
time at reasonable cost. We intended runn­ 
ing the two slaloms again this year, and our 
organiser went to see the site owner to make 
the necessary arrangements. He was inform­ 
ed that we could run the slaloms but the 

charge for camping would be "at least" £3 
per person. Those who have been at Linton 
will know that the camp site is just a rough 
piece of ground, fairly cramped, and which 
our members had to clear of long grass and 
nettles before a tent could be pitched. We 
had to provide all the facilities and do the 
work including collecting the camp fees, 
and collecting car parking charges from non­ 
camping visitors to the site. The site owner 
did nothing except take the reimbursement 
which we gave·to her and which we consi­ 
dered to be more than fair. On top of this, 
we also have to pay fifty pounds per week­ 
end to the Linton Locks Commissioners for 
the privilege of being able to cross their 
lock. As this figure is reviewed annually, 
and we had great difficulty in getting them 
to keep the figure as low as it was, we could 
have been faced with a charge of seventy 
five or even one hundred pounds per week­ 
end. We wrote to the BCU to ask if they 
would be prepared to assist us to cover the 
extra cost. The answer was that if we ran 
the slaloms and then provided them with a 
detailed statement of income and expendi­ 
ture, they would then give it their consider­ 
ation. We did not consider this satisfactory. 

We felt that canoeists, and our club, 
were being "ripped off" and decided to can­ 
cel the slaloms. There is a ray of hope for 
the future, and we do not want to see 
Linton Slalom lost altogether. We under­ 
stand that the lease on the site has now ex­ 
pired. If a new leasholder takes over, we 
will try to negotiate reasonable terms, so 
that canoeists can continue their competi­ 
tions at a reasonable cost. 
Mick Shaw, Chairman, York Canoe Club. 

Dear Sir, 
Corps of Canoe Lifeguards 
I am going to start a new branch of the 
Corps based at the London Borough of 
Barking and Dagenham Marine Activities 
Centre. If you live within easy reach of 
this area and are qualified or just interested 
and willing to train, with a desire to become 
a lifeguard please get in touch with:- Alan 
Rees, c/o Barking and Dagenham Outdoor 
Pursuits Centre, Eastbrook Comprehensive 
School, Dagenham Road, Dagenham, Essex. 

The Marine Activities Centre caters for 
canoeing, sailing and wind surfing at all 
levels of expertise. The Centre also mans 
a rescue team on call to the Borough's 
Emergency Officer in the event of flooding. 
Alan Rees, Dagenham. 

SEA TOURING 
An informative manual for sea canoeists 
written by John J. Ramwe/1 
Cost £3.30 (inc. P. & P.) 
6,000 copies sold world wide. 
Now in its fourth edition 

Over 120 packed pages on equipment, 
survival, safety, navigation, the sea, 
charts, buoyage, meteorology, marine 
communication, expedition planning, 
use of a pool, etc. 
Available only from J. J. Ramwell, 
4 Wavell Garth, Sandal 
Wakefield, W. Yorkshire. 
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Tim Ward 
canoes and kayaks 

A comprehensive range of 

Canoes Paddles and 

Accessories 

Specialists in boat repairs 

and alterations 

Henley Villa, 
Wycombe Road, 
Stokenchurch, 
Buckinghamshire HP14 3RJ. 

Radnage(024026) 2959 - 24hr 

Access, Visa, Instant Credit 

SUPERB NEW MARATHON RACING KAYAKS 

Mustang KI 

Beat 
that! FOR FULL DETAILS WRITE.CALL. 

OR PHONE WYE KAYAKS. 31. 
EAST ST HEREFORD tel 65453 

Seasonal Instructor Required 
Energetic and enthusiastic B.C.U. qualified 
instructor, preferably with some sailing 
qualification to assist with our courses and 
childrens holidays from June to August. If you are 
over 21 yrs and interested, please contact: 
Richard Hayden at Ravens Ait, Portsmouth Road, 
Surbiton, Surrey. KT6 4HN. 
Telephone: 01-390 3554/5. 

KAYEL,Kits & ready built boats 
in wood & in glassfibre 

A wide range of lightweight Canoes, Kayaks, Sculls, Punts anel Ding hies 
Kayel Kits are complete, including varnish, etc.. and can easily be 
assembled without any previous woodwork 
'in the courseoltVv'Oweekends, plus a few evenings, 
to g;,.,e you the sattSfactk>n of having built your 
own boat 
l.sge stocks held. Send for illustrated brochure 
Callers welcome - Open Mon. ·Sat. 

9~ 
GRANTA BOATS (CF) 
RAMSEY HUNTINGDON·TEL:(0487)813777 

SALE 
SAVE UP TO 50% 
1982 Pictorial Calendar 
Nylon Overtrousers 
Nylon Cags 
Hooded Slop Shirts 
Hooded Slop Shirts with Zip 
Track suit tops with hood 
Track suit tops with collar 
Blue Suede training shoes (6, 7, 8 only) 
PVC Rain Suits 
Red running shorts 
River Tryweryn T/Shirts (Land XL) 
Sleeveless duvets 
Duck Down duvets (XL) 
Canoe '81 Bala T/Shirts (22" - 32") 
Canoe '81 Pen Holders 

Also Available 
Action postcards .1 2 
V-Neck Sweaters 8.50 
Long Sleeve T/Shirts 4.00 
Tog 24 Jackets (Hood or Collar) 25.00 
Guide to Waterways 2.75 

All offers are subject to availability 
and include postage and packing. 

Were 
1.50 
4.50 
6.50 

10.00 
10.00 
9.00 
9.00 
8.50 
6.00 
4.00 
3.00 

10.00 
45.00 
2.50 
4.50 

Now 
Only 

.75 
3.25 
5.00 
8.50 
7.50 
7.00 
7.00 
7.00 
4.50 
3.00 
2.50 
7.00 

38.00 
1.25 
2.50 

BCU SUPPLIES 
45 HIGH STREET, ADDLESTONE, SURREY 
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Sport Spectrum 
••• 

ESKIMO ORIGINS 
John Brand is keen to get in touch with 
other members interested in researching 
the eskimo kayaks from which the sport in 
this country has mainly evolved. 

John has produced numerous scale 
drawings of original eskimo kayaks held in 
museums throughout Great Britain, and has 
recently produced a news letter seeking to 
exchange knowledge about these designs, 
and put in touch with each other, those 
who are interested in further investigation. 

Please write to the Director of Coaching 
at headquarters, enclosing £1. if you wish to 
receive a copy of John's report and be put 
in touch with others of like mind. 

WEIR RESEARCH PROMISED 
Thames Water Authority have recently been 
installing anti-scour weirs. These are design­ 
ed to contain the hydraulic jump (stopper) 
within the confines of the walls of the weir, 
in order to destroy the power of the water, 
and so prevent scouring of the river bed 
below. There is then an anti-scouring lip at 
the end of the concrete apron, put there to 
create a small reverse eddy up against the 
apron and thereby cause silt to build up 
downstream of it. 

CANOE CANADA 
Paul Sevcik is now the Director of the 
Ottawa River Kayak and Canoe School, 
based on the Ottawa River in Ontario. A 
full programme of courses in both kayak 
and canoe white water skills is arranged for 
all levels of ability. The address is Box 179, 
Beachburg, Ontario, KOJ 1 CO. 

MIKE JONES MEMORIAL FUND 
Molly Jones tells us that £15,000 has been 
transferred to the Winston Churchill Trust 
who administer the Adventure Award which 
was set up in Mike's name. 

Mark Attenburrow has won the 1982 
award for his proposed trip across Scandina­ 
via, from the Norwegian Sea to the Gulf of 
Bothnia. A distance of 300 miles. 

With the aid of £3,100, which was pre­ 
sented to the Royal Commonwealth 
Society for the Blind, a temporary eye hosp­ 
ital was set up during June 1981 in the 
Karakoran Mountains at the remote town of 
Skardu. 

Although these hospitals are more akin 
to camps they manage to perform an im­ 
mense amount of work and this one was 
particularly successful. 2475 patients were 
examined of which 1816 were treated in 

CAPE CANOE WINNERS 
Winners of ttiree series of prize draws under the Cape Open Racing Scheme, operated in 
conjunction with the Marathon Racing Committee of the British Canoe Union, were at the 
International Canoe Exhibition, to receive their individual and club prizes. 

Each of the three winners were presented with a new kayak of their choice, together with 
a £100 cash prize towards their club's funds. Tony Spencer of Hereford Kayak Club chose a 
Kt racing kayak from Wye Kayaks; Andrew Boyd of Fladbury Canoe and Kayak Club chose 
an Avoncraft Rapide racing kayak and Stephen Turner of Adlington Canoe Club chose a Kt 
racing kayak from the Canoe Centre (Twickenham). 

Cape Industries have sponsored the Open Racing Scheme for the last two years. Anyone 
who races in a marathon event receives a numbered certificate which also qualifies the entrant 
for registration with the British Canoe Union. Every three months there is a national draw of 
the certificate numbers issued. The competitor holding the winning number wins a kayak 
or canoe of his choice and the organising club that issued the winning number received £100. 
Since the Scheme was introduced, more than 14,000 certificates have been issued. 

Pictured are (left to right) Tony Spencer, Malcolm Wright of Cape Industries, Charles 
Sanderson representing Adlington Canoe Club, Kathy Muir of Hereford Kayak Club and 
Andrew Boyd and David Train of Fladbury Canoe and Kayak Club. 

one way or another, 350 major operations 
were performed and 309 minor operations 
completed. 

Blind people trecked into Skardu from 
the surrounding villages with escorts, the 
Pakistan Government provided food and 
shelter. A permanent Eye Clinic is to be 
established at Skardu in Mikes memory. 

£1,500 has been given to the Birrninq-. 
ham University Medical School to provide 
yearly bursaries to students carrying out 
health projects in developing countries. 
During 1982 one student is going to 
Tanzania and one to Papua, New Guinea. 

The staggering thing about all these 
awards is that the majority of the money 
has been provided by canoeists or people 
who are attached to the sport. There can be 
no doubt that the amount of aid the Me­ 
morial Fund has provided will stand as a 
fitting tribute to Mike Jones who gave his 
life for a friend in the rapids of the 
Karakorom River. 

WELSH ASSOCIATION CHAIRMAN 
HONOURED 
Sandy Buttle, was made a Member of the 
British Empire at a ceremony earlier this 
year. The award was made to honour Sandy 
for his long and devoted work in the service 
of youth and further education. Our con­ 
gratulations are offered to this dedicated 
paddler and officer of the WCA. 

KAYAK FRANCE '82 
Churchtown Farm, well known for its 
Education and Outdoor activity holidays 
for the disabled, is undertaking its first 
kayak expedition. The Centre nas already 
run several successful field study expedi­ 
tions to the Hebrides, Scilly Isles, and Swiss 
Alps. Kayak France '82 will provide the 
opportunity for six physically disabled 
young kavakists from South West Devon 
and Cornwall to take part in their first ex­ 
pedition. 

Paul Vander Molen, leader of the Alsek 
River Expedition, film of which, 'The 
Valley of Ice' has been shown and featured 
on British television, will be taking the 
young kavakists to France in June (2nd- 
15th) 1982. Funding for the expedition 
will be made by appeals for sponsorship, 
local fund raising ventures by the Centre, 
and by individual members of the expedi­ 
tion team. Offers of help are welcome. 
Further details from J.K. Chapman (tutor), 
Churchtown Farm Field Studies Centre, 
Lan livery, Bodmin, Cornwall. 

BWB CONCESSIONARY RATES TO 
BCU MEMBERS 
Continuing the concession to BCU Members 
but reflecting the new charges, the licence 
fee payable to the BCU for licences taken 
out BEFORE the 1st April 1982, expiring 
on the 31st September 1982, will be £13.10 
for Adults and £7.10 for Youths and Youth 
Leaders. Arrangements are being made for 
6 monthly licences for BCU Members, to be 
issued starting on the 1st April 1982, and 
expiring on the 31st September 1982. The 
charges for these will be £11.30 for Adults 
and £6.20 for Youths. 

Applications must be made on the 
appropriate form and forwarded to the 
Union. Also available are historical notes 
on many of the major canals. If you are 
touring or just interested contact the 
British Canoe Union, Flexel House 45-47 
High Street, Addlestone, Weybridge, 
Surrey KT15 1JV. 
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AGENCIES AVAILABLE 
AG ENCi ES are available throughout the 
UK and Republic of Ireland for the sale of 
GRUMMAN ALUMINIUM CANOES with 
particular reference to the latest model 
from this famous American maker, namely 
"The Eagle". Applications in writing please 
to the sole importers:- The Canadian-Canoe 
Co. Ltd, P.O. Box 22, Congleton, Cheshire. 

FOR SALE 
STRIKER K1 - Sandwich. Excellent con­ 
dition £100. Sandhurst 615 (Evenings). 
TYNE SENIOR TOURER. Ideal for inland 
and sheltered sea touring. Excellent condi­ 
tion. £90. ono. Telephone Huddersfield 
661770. 
STI LLETTO K2. Excellent condition. 
Used only 10 times. £250. Phone Cannock 
3339. 
LANCER K1, glassfibre, overstern rudder, 
red, very smart, little used. £120 ono. 
Exeter 212366 weekdays. 
FLEET CANOES for craft at prices you can 
afford from £65.50. Contact Francis King, 
67, Westover Road, Fleet, Hampshire. 
Telephone 025 14 22506 including evenings 
and weekends. 
'METEOR' SLALOM, diolen hull, metallic 
finished deck, footrest, backrest, "ether 
foam' buoyancy, c/w Lendal assymetric 
paddle, "Howarth" spray deck £150. Tel: 
(0734) 789162. 
OTTERSPORTS TOURING SINGLE in 
excellent condition £50. Tel: Ripon 
(0765) 5907. 14 foot open Canadian+ 
paddles. Good condition. £100. ono. 
Tel: Yetminster 872571. 
PYRANHA EQUIPE 79. Competition 
construction 10½kg. Red metallic deck 
with blue trim, clear hull. Hardly used - 
excellent condition £105. Tel: 
Rickmansworth 78003. 
AVONCRAFT RAPI DE, £125 and KL 
Scandian Double, £110 both with spray 
covers and rudders. Colchester 330348. 
GA YBO SUPER MAX C1. Diolen excell­ 
ent condition £120 ono. Telephone 
Oakamoor 702424 
K1 LANCER, two paddles (sprint and LD) 
'V' bars and roof rack. Superb condition 
£190. offers. Tel: Exeter 33721. 
NOW AVAILABLE the New Canoe Life­ 
guard Manual. All you need to know about 
setting up a Canoe Lifeguard Unit, Safety at 
Sea and Inland for instructors and leaders. 
Price £6.50 plus 50p p & P to Corps 
Members £7 .50 plus p & p to Non Members 
B. Sheen, 92 Par Green, Par, Cornwall. 
LETTMANN RACING C2, all Kevlar, light­ 
weight, excellent condition £235 ono. 
Phone 01-675-4209. 
STRONG black polyethylene storage con­ 
tainers 14" x 6". Airtight screw lids with 
'O' ring seal. Sample £3.45 incl. Post. 
Nightingale, 13 Allerton Road, Treatham, 
Stoke-On-Trent. 
ZERO K1 W/W Racer. Diolen/Kevlar. As 
new £90. Phone Melksham 704039. 
ESPADA. Very good condition £30. Phone 
Melksham 704039. 

HELL Y-HANSEN popular wear at reduced 
prices. Phone Kev - Lichfield 28538 for 
lists. 
JAVELIN K1. Sandwich hull, understern 
rudder £115. ono. Tel: Farnham Common 
3296. 
SPRINTER 3 W.W. Racer. Excellent condi­ 
tion only used for L.D. races. Must sell ur­ 
gently hence only £52. ono. Phone Formby 
(07048) 76481. 
TOP QUALITY SNIPES. Professionally 
built to surf specifications £79. Apaches 
£75. Free tuition to beginners. Stan 
Holtorp 01-398-3118. 
P & H THOR White Water K1. Good con­ 
dition £80. Phone Lichfield 22616 
(Staffs). 
WILL SWOP my Nordkapp for your Anas 
Acuta. Phone Wolfe. 096279 525. 
WILDWATER RACING K1'S. Machete 
(New) £175, Scimitar Kevlar (used) £120 
Pyranha Bullet (new) £195. Delphin 81 
(used) £135, Nornad Mag, Kevlar £185, 
Diolen £149, Whitewater Sports 
(Weybridge 40171) 
TYPING SERVICE. Accurate typing 
undertaken of theses, legal documents, 
letters. Olympia Electronic typewriter. 
Contact Jane between 6.00 pm and 
8.00 pm. Telephone 01-946-4212. 

WANTED 
WEIGHT TRAINING EQUIPMENT. Any 
condition. Phone Lichfield 22616. 
ANAS ACUTA. Phone Wolfe 096279-525. 
LIFEJACKETS or buoyancy aids for school 
use wanted. Burntwood 3942. 
CANOE TRAILER wanted for school use. 
Burntwood 3942. 

COURSES 
RAVENS AIT ILEA PORTSMOUTH RD. 
SURBITON KT6 4HN 01-390-3554/5 
SENIOR INSTRUCTOR (TRAINING) and 
SENIOR INSTRUCTOR (ASSESSMENT) 
INLAND Two week-ends have been allocat­ 
ed for the above in 1982. (1) 21st May 6.30 
pm arrival) to 23rd May and (2) 22nd 
October (6.30 pm arrival) to 24th October. 
Cost £35.00. Ravens Ait 1.L.E.A. Water­ 
sports Centre is a modern well equipped 
centre on an island in the Thames lying be­ 
tween Kingston and Hampton Court 
Bridges. Facilities: Drying Rooms, Showers, 
Lounges, Bar, TV and first class food. 
Closing dates for applications are respect­ 
ively 15th April and 16th September. 
Write to the Deputy Warden, Richard 
Hayden, for application form. 

ACCOMMODATION 
SENN EN. Two cottages sleeping two and 
five. £35-86. Also comfortable guest 
house. Good surfing beach, lovely walking 
area 'Pare-an-Greet' Sennen, Lands End. 
Sennen 280. 
GRANTOWN-ON-SPEY. Modern bunk­ 
house takes up to 32. Self-catering. Drying 
room. Hire of wetsuits and BCU S/l's. 
Ideal base for rivers Spev , Findhorn, Avon, 
Feshie, and Ness, surfing at Lossiemouth. 
How about a Spey descent? PLUS our own 
guide to local rivers with all you need to 
know about access, conditions and grades - 
exclusive to those using the centre. Details 
(SAE please) from. Peter Cliff, Ardenbeg, 
Grantown-0n-Spey, PH26 3LD. Tel: 0479 
2824. 

HIRE 
CANADIAN CANOES and camping skiffs 
for hire on the rivers Thames and Wey. Full 
camping equipment available. For details 
write to Mark Edwards, 9 Ormond 
Crescent, Hampton, Middx TW12 2T J. 

MAGAZINES 
"ST A Y ON TOP of international develop­ 
ments in the canoe world with the best in 
expedition coverage, whitewater action, 
Canadian-style canoe travel, sea touring, 
marathon racing .... It's all inside every 
issue of America's foremost publication 
for paddlers, CANOE magazine. Share our 
world! Subscriptions: 1 year/6 issues for 
$17 (U.S.) 2 years for $32 (U.S.). Send 
check or money order (US$) to: CANOE 
magazine, Highland Mill, Camden, Maine 
04843, U.S.A." 

PERSONAL 
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS GROUP. Personal 
introduction and social events. Meet inter­ 
esting, attractive people. Local, 051-931- 
2844 (24 hours). 

SITUATIONS VACANT 
CANOEING INSTRUCTORS. Instruct a 
child in new skills and develop your own. 
Canoeists required for long or short periods 
between March and September at our out­ 
door activity centres. Personal competence 
essential. BCU certification an advantage. 
Food, accommodation and pocket money 
provided. Apply now to: Personnel Dept., 
PGL Young Adventure Ltd., Station Street, 
Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire HR9 7 AH. 
Tel Ross-on-Wye (0989) 65023. 
PGL INSTRUCTORS. We are looking for 
energetic, enthusiastic BCU qualified and/or 
experienced instructors to become fully in­ 
volved in the demanding but rewarding 
world of our Children's Adventure Holidays. 
BRITAIN: We can offer positions for long 
or short periods between March and 
September, and/or one week at Spring Bank 
Holiday, full board and up to £24 per week. 
FURTHER DETAILS. Liz Cox, PGL Young 
Adventure Ltd. 
SOUTH OF FRANCE: We can offer posi­ 
tions for short or long periods from May to 
September, and/or a short period at Spring 
Bank Holiday, full board, return travel to 
France and up to 170 francs per week. 
Further details: Gill Hinton, PGL Sunsport 
Holidays Ltd., 819 Station Street, Ross-on­ 
Wye, Herefordshire HR9 7 AH. Tel. 
(0989) 64213. 
OUTDOOR ACTIVITY INSTRUCTORS. 
To include Climbing Tower, canoeing, 
archery, orienteering and assult course. 
(1) Main activity climbing - to start March. 
(2) Main activity canoeing - to start April. 
Reasonable wages, plus single board and 
accommodation if required. Apply: 
Elizabeth Smith, YMCA Fairthorne Manor, 
Curdridge, Southampton SO3 2GH. 

SITUATIONS SOUGHT 
KEEN SENIOR INSTRUCTOR with wide 
teaching experience seeks challenging 
summer job from early July. Write to: A. 
Green, Worcester C.O.H.E., Worcester, 
WR2 6AJ. 
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