


/ 

THE NATIONWIDE GUIDE TO CANOE SHOPS 
THE SHOPS BELOW OFFER A FULL RETAIL SERVICE TO CANOEISTS, 
STOCKING A LARGE SELECTION OF CANOES & ACCESSORIES, FROM 

ALL THE LEADING MANUFACTURERS. 
TOP SERVICE & EXPERT ADVICE AVAILABLE. 

VISIT YOUR NEAREST SHOP NOW 
TO SEE THE ALL YEAR-ROUND CANOE EXHIBITION 

-- Jim 
ll~C9!!ifVes 

CAPEL CURIG 
N. WALES 

OPEN EVERY DAY 
8.30 TO 8.00 PM 

ALL LEADING MAKES 
OF CANOES & 

ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE 

06904-21 0 or 323 

A CANOEING SHOP 
RUN BY CANOEISTS 

FOR CANOEISTS 

SCOTTISH AGENTS FOR 
ALL MAJOR CANOE 

& ACCESSORY 
MANUFACTURERS 

Shop and Office Address 

LENDAL PRODUCTS LTD., 
30 HUNTER STREET 
PRESTWICK KA9 1 LG, AYRSHIRE 
SCOTLAND 
Telephone: 
0292 78558 

WEST MI OLAN DS 
CANOE CENTRE 

112 NEW HALL STREET, WILLENHALL 
TELEPHONE:- WILLENHALL 634567 

A FULL RANGE OF CANOES & 
ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE FOR 
BEGINNER OR EXPERT ALIKE 

OPEN MON TO SAT 9.00 TO 5.OO 

OPEN 
9.30 TO 5.30 
MON TO SAT 

~ o/WHITE\VllTER 
SPORTS 

canoeing · surfing · wind surfing equipment 
22 Guildford Road Woking Surrey - Telephone 'Mlkilg (048 62) 72426 

PROBABLY BRITAIN'S LARGEST RANGE 
OF CANOES & ACCESSORIES 

WANTED - TOP CLASS CANOE SHOPS IN CERTAIN AREAS TO COMPLETE 
OUR NATIONWIDE COVERAGE .. CONTACT ALAN JONES AT WHITEWATER SPORTS 

IF YOU THINK YOUR SHOP IS UP TO THE REQUIRED STANDARDS. 
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Editorial 
As a well known canoeing wit put it 
recently "the only remaining commitment 
to be undertaken by the Union in 1981, is 
to organise the Triple World Championships". 
Whilst this somewhat ingenuous comment 
may at first sight appear to be a masterpiece 
of understatement, it is in truth a most 
perceptive observation. For as with most 
well organised activities, if success is to be 
guaranteed, the real work must be com­ 
pleted before the event takes place. The 
Triple World Championships are no excep­ 
tion to this rule. The Year of the Canoe, 
and Canoe '81, which includes the World 
Racing, Slalom, and Wild Water Racing 
Championships, were formally presented to 
the media at an extremely successful press 
launch hosted by courtesy of John Dewar 
& Sons, on the 19th February. 

Having thus wetted the appetites of 
public and press with the promise of an in­ 
tensive programme of exciting and interest­ 
ing canoeing activity du ring the year, Canoe 
'81 was inaugurated by the Secretary 
General of the International Canoe Feder­ 
ation, Professor Sergio Orsi, at the Inter­ 
national Canoe Exhibition on the 21st 
February. Between 150 and 200 people 
were present on this occasion, widely repre­ 
sentative of the various interests associated 
with Canoe '81 and the Union, and much 
goodwill for canoeing, canoeists, and Canoe 
'81 has emanated therefrom. At the meet­ 
ing of the Council of Management on the 
21st March, full and final reports were re­ 
ceived from the Director Canoe '81 Bala, 
Stan Cooper, the Director Canoe '81 
Nottingham, Mike Haslam, and the Director 
Canoe '81, Ron Emes, regarding their repec­ 
tive financial and organisational arrange­ 
ments. The Council was informed that brass 
bands have been booked, choirs were rehear­ 
sing, parachutists, Red Devils, and Royal 
Marines were awaiting their call to the open­ 
ing ceremonials. Technical installations 
were almost complete, voluntary officials 
had been trained and briefed, budgets 
checked, re-checked, and checked again. 

On the 3rd and 4th of April the Inter­ 
national Canoe Federation Slalom and 
Wild Water Committee, the Paddling Racing 
Committee, the Marathon Sub-Committee, 
and the Secretary-General of the Federation, 
met in London, to affix their final seal of 
approval for the technical arrangements at 
the respective World Championships. Need­ 
less to say glowing tributes to the Executive 
Staff and Organising Committees at Bala 
and Nottingham were the order of the day. 
Whilst therefore, it does only remain then to 
organise the triple World Championships, as 
prescribed by our canoeing wit, it is also 
important that you, the members of the 

Union, should make every effort to partici­ 
pate in the greatest canoeing spectacular 
ever to be seen in Britain, and perhaps in 
the World, during the last two weeks in 
July and the first week in August. Do not 
miss the unique opportunity presented 
exclusively for your benefit, as a direct 
consequence of the vision and untiring 
devotion of a few dedicated enthusiasts. 
It will probably never happen again. 

To use a well-known catch phrase, of 
which the Director of Canoe '81 is particu­ 
larly fond - "having said all of that" ... 
Canoe '81 is but a means to an end - or 
as the Working Party established by the 
Union to examine the feasibility of Canoe 
'81 put it in January 1977 - "The British 
Canoe Union have cheerfully and willingly 
accepted the immense commitment that is 
implicit in the organisation of Canoe '81, 
because they believe quite simply that the 
possibility of changing their public image 
from that of a major minor sport, to that of 
a minor major sport, is imminent The 
stimulus that will be provided to existing 
canoeing enthusiasts, and the interest that 
will be generated amongst the non-canoeing 
public by Canoe '81, will enable the Union 
to improve their resources and positively 
utilise the new opportunities for developing 
all forms of leisure activity, that will surely 
emerge in the 1980s." The Year of the 
Canoe is then but a rung on the evolution­ 
ary ladder, and the Union must prepare 
itself now, for the inevitable expansion of 
their sport that will be a direct consequence 
of Canoe '81. 

Professor Sergio Orsi, Secretary General 
International Canoe Federation and David 
Wain President British Canoe Union at the 
Poolside of the Crystal Palace International 
Canoe Exhibition following the inaugura­ 
tion of Canoe '81 and the year of the canoe. 
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'CANOE Bl' 
GET THE BEST FROM CANOE 81 
Courses this year include:- 
Introduction Courses, no previous experience 
required, up to Advanced Sea Expeditions: 
For the specialist up to the minute Courses 
analysing techniques. Courses for all BCU 
Tests and Awards. Send for Free Brochure. 
Group discount available. 

THE 
ULTIMATE IN SEA & SURF CANOEING 

Thenext 
best 
thing 
toyou 
birthda 
suit. 

For canoeing - and skiing, 
windsurfing, dinghy sailing and 
diving too -you are in your 
element with Wemlor Marine. 

The Wemlor range of 
watersports clothing and 
equipment includes wet suits 
in Lycra and nylon bonded 
neoprene. 

Wemlor kits have all the 
qualities you look for. 

The design and quality stand 
up to the closest examination. 

And for extra value, the 
strikingly styled Wemlor range 
is right out on its own. 

The Wemlor canoeing range includes weatherproof clothing, 
footwear and buoyancy aids in a wide range of cok>urs and styles. 

NewWemk>r Aquanaut wetsuits (left). 3mm or 6mm neoprene 
with high-sheen Lycra outer skin. 

Wemlor Marine Ltd 
Archway House, 
Bridge Street, 
Oldham OU IED Jlf®/at, 
Lanes, England. '• 
Tel:061- 
6200246/7 

lo: Wemlor Marine Ltd. Archway House, Bridge Street, Oldham OLI IED. Lanes. Please mail me the latest Wemlor colour poster and stockist list. 

NAME(MR/MRS/MISS) ADDRES$ _ 

---------------------------------------------- CF 



Disabled? Who Me? 
International Year of the Disabled was proclaimed by the United Nations, and 
despite mixed feelings about such special years, our Plymouth group agreed to put 
on a display on both days of the Canoe Exhibition. 

The experienced members of our so-called 
disabled group were developing into a hard­ 
bitten show-biz mob, with nerves of steel 
and an impressive sangfroid before an audi­ 
ence, but there is a significant difference be­ 
tween providing a leisurely display of skills 
at the annual Coaching Conference and fit­ 
ting into a tight schedule in the tense atmos­ 
phere at Crystal Palace. We took our prepar­ 
ation very seriously. 

Preparing a display by disabled canoeists 
presents ethical problems, as well as practic­ 
al. We are totally united in our uncom­ 
promising rejection of sentimentality and 
morbid self-pity. Yet in order to illustrate 
the various physical handicaps that have 
been overcome or accepted by our students, 
we had to reverse our normal way of behav­ 
ing by drawing attention to them. 

When we invited someone to join our 
display team, we asked if we could talk 
freely to the public about their disability, 
and in all cases received their permission to 
be frank. This was a helpful exercise as we 
are so accustomed to underplaying the 
handicaps that we sometimes lose sight of 
them. 

We asked three leading canoeists to give 
practical help, and despite the pressure of 
their work, John Gosling, Derek Hutchinson 
and John Ramwell gave their time generous­ 
ly and added spice and tone to the displays. 
It was a good experience for our team to 
rub shoulders with the 'great'. 

The reaction of very many people on 
seeing a display by the disabled is highly 
emotional and feelings of sympathy and sad­ 
ness are probably pre-eminent. Our aim was 
to inspire optimism rather than invoke pity. 
We hope that our contribution will lead to 
more disabled people taking part in canoe­ 
ing, and more canoeists taking an active in­ 
terest in making this possible. 

Our team consisted of Darren Evans, 14 
years old, who has no strength at all in his 
legs, although he can walk if he wears cali­ 
pers. These are cumbersome when so he 
usually leaves them off, and comes in 
his wheelchair instead. His great trick is 
walking on his hands which he can do for 
long distances, and he displayed this skill at 
the opening of our demonstration. 

Peter Tucker, 15 years old was next to 
appear. Pete walked briskly along the side 
of the pool and illustrated extremely well 
that not all disabled people are easily re­ 
cognised. He looks perfectly fit and well - 
indeed he is. But Pete was a spina bifida 
baby and wears a urine tube and a bag at 
all times. He knows that he is minimally 
handicapped compared with other spina 
bifidas, and both he and Darren have en­ 
tered several open marathon races, and 
won some. He may be a good canoeist 
but he's got a mind like a sieve - he left his 
red WW buoyancy aid in the changing room 
after the display and we never found it! 

Oave Mann is older and works as a tele­ 
phonist for a Plymouth bank. He was the 
only one who could instantly tell us the 

time in the dark by feeling his braille watch. 
Dave brought his wife Sue who is also blind 
and although she's not a canoeist she en­ 
joyed the weekend with us. In our first 
display on Saturday, Dave had to walk 
along two sides of the pool before plunging 
in and swimming to his boat, and as there 
were so many obstacles in the way his arm 
was taken by a helper along this walk. In 
the discussion afterwards, I said that it 

Disabled youngsters enjoying their canoeing 
at Crystal Palace 

would be more spectacular if he walked 
alone to the point where he dived in, so on 
Sunday he was pointed in the right direc­ 
tion and given a little push. He always 
walks at top speed, whatever is in the way, 
and his nose has the scars to prove it. On 
this occasion he'd taken about six steps, 
veered too much to the left and fell in. 
In less time than it takes to say it, he was 
out again, and walking - just as fast as 
before - towards me. The rest of his per­ 
formance, including an eskimo rescue with 
Derek, was up to his usual high standard. 

All three of these canoeists have en- 

tered the OW this year - Darren and 
Pete paddling a K2 in the Junior event; 
Dave with a sighted partner paddling a 
touring double in the Senior race. 

Next to enter was Ross Brewer - an­ 
other 14 year old. Ross has general mus­ 
cular weakness and particular problems 
with his wrists which are bent un-naturally 
inwards. This makes holding a paddle 
especially difficult. He demonstrated that 
relatively simple means can overcome 
apparently big problems by showing every­ 
one his lightweight paddle made from 1" 
dowel and plywood. The blades are un­ 
feathered because he doesn't have the mob­ 
ility in his wrists to feather a blade. Ross 
also has his own spraydeck with velcro on 
the deck instead of elastic around the cock­ 
pit. He had been very frightened of capsiz­ 
ing and th is was partly because he just 
didn't have the setrengh in his hands to pull 
off an ordinary elasticated spray deck. Now 
with his velcro deck, he can paddle in wild 
water but if he capsizes, his spray deck pulls 
off easily. Ross demonstrated a capsize 
after showing how he can perform high 
braces, being pulled sideways by ropes tied 
to the bow and stern of his canoe. 

Ian Brewster jointed our group last year 
so he's one of the newer members. He uses 
fore-arm crutches - the short ones that 
don't fit under the arm-pit - and performs 
prodigious feats of teetering balance when 
he climbs into the minibus on them. Each 
time he goes canoeing he has to change his 
urine bag which fits onto an llial loop pro­ 
tuding from the side of his abdomen. He 
uses two large reels of adhesive tape a week 
on this fiddly job. The most notable thing 
about him is that he's always prepared to 
go canoeing, never wants to be carried any­ 
where, makes his own bed, and prepares his 
own complicated drips tubes and night 
bottle, He did a great job of capsizing a 
Caranoe and showing that even without 
the use of legs you can be rescued in deep 
water. 

Our final participant was Martin Fuller, 
the Old Man of our display team. Martin 
has lost the use of his legs, can get out of 
his wheelchair only with great difficulty. 
He joined our display team to help us de­ 
monstrate that seriously disabled people 
can still canoe, with the proper amount of 
help, and the right equipment. Martin 
was lifted into a Caranoe by two strong 
men and was towed away by Derek 
Hutchinson. 

We have taken Martin on long expedi­ 
tions this vve«, and he's explored Plymouth 
Sound and the surrounding rivers with a 
tow on the long arduous bits, paddling him­ 
self on the more interesting parts. Frank 
Goodman lent us the Caranoe, which we've 
found an ideal boat for those whose balance 
is not good enough to keep upright in an 
ordinary canoe. We have spraydecks for 
them, and they go on long sea trips, grade 2 
white water, or small surf. 

The display ended with a raft of all stud­ 
ents and instructors, with as many as pos­ 
ible standing. As Darren wasn't wearing his 
calipers, he stood on his hands. 

Ron Moore. 
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ANNAPURNA 
Canoe Expedition 1980 {Part 2) 
A SPECIAL REPORT FROM CHRIS HAWKESWORTH 

We climbed over the terminal moraine of the 
glacier and put in on the river, a fast flow­ 
ing very cold mountain stream of grade 11 
or so, meandering through the small barren 
fields of this high mountain desert. The 
valley floor was glacial deposit, little top 
soil and a lot of pebbles. The river cut its 
way through, and left the bigger rocks be­ 
hind in its bed. Almost immediately after 
the medeival log bridge outside Manang I 
made my first mistake, bounced off a rock 
in the shallow water and ran up a shingle 
bank so fast I had to get out of the boat 
and re-launch. The water was no problem, 
except for the cold which numbed our 
hands and made reactions slow. 

We progressed quickly, passing under 
some more log bridges lined with local 
people, to the camp site where we had 
left instructions that a sherpa with a spare 
paddle should stand on the bank until the 
last canoeist was home. 

We were without any spare canoes, 
some having been left behind at Thal - the 
village where the party split up. The river 
cut its way into a gorge with scree sides and 
gradually the water became more and more 
difficult - no more than 30 feet wide, 
studded with boulders around which it was 
almost impossible to see. The speed of the 
water quickened. Occasionally a calculated 
risk had to be taken, and a small narrow gap 
shot through with only a brief few yards of 
clear water before more boulders. 

Soon inspection was necessary, and a 
mistake on my part. A correct decision for 
a small portage, a slight slip on the scree 
bank, and the boat shot into the water, 
filled and settled between two boulders on 
the opposite side of the river. The others 

seeing my difficulty took more care and 
Nigel Timmins, in a magnificent effort, 
pulled the boat out undamaged. We were 
now starting to drop behind schedule and 
two portages later I slipped once more and 
lost the paddle this time. Off it went down 
stream never to be seen again. Up to this 
point I had been leading the first group, 
though at a stop a short while earlier we had 
been overtaken by the Canadian Double and 
two kayaks. I had to climb out but what 
looked easy turned out to be a nightmare. 

The scree slope was more of a glacial 
cliff about 200 ft high, hard at the bottom 
where floods had washed the loose deposits 
away, soft at the top after wind, rain and 
frost had got to it. Toughie volunteered to 
help me out. We started off with me pulling 
and him pushing. From the bottom a 45° 
scramble became verticle and loose. A 
case of 3 feet up, and 2 feet back. Loose 
boulders were being pushed down on 
Toughie's head from each hand and foot 
hold of mine. 

We couldn't let the boat go since 
Toughie would have gone with it. At one 
point we could climb neither up nor down, 
and a boulder the size of a football came 
loose, causing the two watchers below to 
scatter as it bounced down with a shower of 
smaller pebbles. Even near the top it wasn't 
any easier, having nothing to grip to. After 
several tries I managed to find a firm enough 
root to haul myself up with Toughie holding 
the boat. Then laying flat out I reached 
over the edge and pulled on the boat, only 
to find Tough ie with neither foothold or 
handhold sliding backwards rapidly and 
about to peel off. Taking my spray deck 
off I passed him one end and pulled, and 

The highest camp at Braga, taken looking 
South West. The river runs right to left. 

he made it to the top. Right on cue Nigel 
trotted up with my recovered paddle. The 
dealine for reaching camp was now quite 
close, and it gets dark quickly around 
5.30 pm. My advice to the other two was 
to find a suitable place and pull out also. 
I set off on my own to walk to camp, feel­ 
ing bad about having let the side down 
twice. The track was only some 400 yards 
from the river, through bog with a sparse 
covering of fir trees. 

I jogged to camp over an old morraine 
and arrived at dusk. None of the other 
paddlers had arrived before me and the epic 
I had been afraid of was taking an ugly turn 
for the worst. Fortunately we had plenty of 

A paddler near Khundi Jon Atkin on the upper stretch 
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Looking upstream from the ridge at 
Behundanda. 

manpower, the porters and sherpas taking 
an interest in what we were doing. Immed­ 
iately, the liaison officer left camp in charge 
of 10 porters to walk to my boat, about 6 
miles, and then to come back and keep a 
look out for other people and their boats. 

The temperature was now below freez­ 
ing. The cooks had a big fire going so I 
changed in front of it whilst briefing the 
camera crew and the Si rdar ( Head Sherpa). 
Just as a larger search party was about to 
move out, the C2 crew of Robin Witter and 
John Goodwin, with several kayakers, walk­ 
ed into camp. We still had four paddlers 
missing, it was now pitch black, cloudy, and 
not a light to be seen. 

The liaison officer had been told where 

the canoes were. In fact, they had quite 
independently of my advice pulled out less 
than 400 yards from me. We despatched a 
further group of porters to help the liaison 
officer, and with storm lanterns and as 
many torches as we could muster, set off 
sweeping from the river bank to the track. 
After a short while we found Toughie, living 
up to his name. He had carried his canoe 
for several miles and gave it up to a willing 
porter. The camera crew, equipped with 
lights, carried out an on the spot interview 
with a theme of how to b ... -up an expedi­ 
tion in 50 difficult moves. 

Three paddlers now were left. A ram­ 
shackle line of porters, the Sirdar, camera 
crew and ourselves searched through under­ 
growth so thick that we shouted to each 
other to keep in touch. Then at 7.30, 2 
hours after dark, an answer came back. 
They could see our strom lantern and 
powerful camera light on the track. Thus 
Nigel Timmins, Frank Staniland and Les 
Lloyd staggered out of the bushes. They 
had accidentally passed the point where the 
C2 and deputy leader Allan Barber had pull­ 
ed out, and then the river had run under­ 
ground. With sheer cliff walls all around, 
the canoes had been left in the bottom to be 
recovered by a larger party later. They had 
just climbed out at the third attempt before 
it got too dark and had then made for the 
track. We made all speed back to camp to 
swop stories, Toughie telling us how, when 
climbing out himself, he had sent a boulder 
crashing down towards Les Lloyd who had 
been taken short ... 

This day is related in detail since it 
shows how a well equipped, experienced, 
expedition can come unstuck so easily. The 
only section of river not inspected and it 
ran underground. No-one had been hurt, all 
the equipment was safe, and the liaison 
officer's party arrived back around 10 pm 
with the last of the canoes. 

We had decided not to canoe at all the 
next day. So cutting our losses, we recover­ 
ed the three canoes in the morning, had a 
bath in the hot springs at Chame and 
pressed on. 

In the evening, three days later, it was 
back to the big suspension bridge where we 
were due to meet the RICE party. They 
were not there, but the Tilicho Lake party 
had caught up. They had made it to 17,250 
feet, fought off altitude sickness and paddl- 

ed on the lake. A snow slope had been 
crossed in the dark and a canoe dropped 
1,000 ft down the slope into the lake. It 
survived, was recovered and was following 
on - a tribute to the construction. 

The RICE group were a day downstream 
and so as the next day was extremely diffi­ 
cult and not recommended by them, we did 
part of it, but set out first thing after lunch 
to catch them up. 

That evening was the first time we had 
all been together for two weeks and several 
hard decisions had to be made. Eventually 
we settled on two teams of 5 paddlers. The 
river was now much wider and faster - 
plenty of Grave V to VI water, although 
knowledge of what needed inspection and 
what didn't made the whole thing easier. 
At Khudi the water was still extremely 
difficult. 

There were plenty of rolls and swims 
but by now we were all much more used 
to the water, which is vastly different from 
Alpine canoeing. At lunch we met our 
support raft and almost immediately the 
C2 capsized - this time the rear cockpit 
fell out. Though a spare canoe was with us 
it was not immediately available, so Robin 
and John put the broken one up a tree, to 
be found later by a porter, and waited for a 
raft. This day's canoeing was the best we 
had, a long day of good water - plenty of 
rolls, loops and swims, huge stoppers and 
boulders. The adrenaline kept flowing all 
day. We made the evening stop without 
trouble, the sherpa on the bank with the 
paddle being a joyful sight to see. Then, it 
got dark - no raft, John or Robin, no 
camera crew. Another search party? In 
the end, with plenty of villages around, a 
good wide track and by now warm nights, 
we left them to stagger back to camp. Late 
in the evening in they came to ribald com­ 
ments and with John and Robin now having 
had to walk twice! 

We spent several more days without mis­ 
hap and finished up at Mugling, right on 
time. It remained only to sort out our 
Landrover, which had acquired a broken 
spring shackle, and catch the flight home 
after a day on a local bus to Kathmandu. 

Kathmandu and no flight! The runway 
was being dug up, and the planes were 
coming in full and taking off half empty. 
We could be accommodated in three weeks 
time. A successful expedition had been 

"At Tai it went underground, down a deep hole ... " Sam Crymble rock dodging above Khundi 
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enjoyed, everyone speaking to everyone 
else, we liked Nepal, but no flight home - 
not even the possibility of a flight home. 
Then an idea. Could we catch a bus the 
800 miles or so to Delhi? The local bus 
took several days, 4 to 6, depending upon 
who you talked to. An American knew of 
a German with an old Mercedes bus who 
would take us for a fee (about £20 with 
all our equipment.) We sought him out, 
and sure enough he could take us and we 
had just enough money left. He thought he 
could just get us to Delhi in time for the 
jumbo home, and sure enough he did after 
42 hours of near non-stop driving. A full 
day was spent on single track and hairpin 
bends via Pokhara, Lucknow and Agra. 

We had a swim in the Ganges, bribed 
our way to get diesel, and arrived at New 
Delhi with two hours to spare. Then disaster 
- we had left our best movie camera on the 
bus. £5,000 worth of gear just left behind! 
What an ending ... Then we were stuck in 
Pakistan because of the Middle East War for 
a few hours ... back to civilisation - or is it? 

Top Right: A paddler on the middle stretch 
showing the large waves 

Bottom Right: Chris Hawkesworth on the 
rapid near the Khudi Camp site 

All photographs and copy are the copyright 
of Chris Hawkesworth 

Niger Delta Canoe Expedition 1980 
Brian Sheen, David Braddon and Martin 
Compton have just returned from a success­ 
ful expendition to Nigeria, which was run 
jointly with the Nigerian Scouts who sup­ 
plied three members. 

A local dugout canoe was hired at 
Onitsha on the River Niger and paddled 
into the Delta almost to the sea before 
turning inland to Port Harcourt. En route 
the group studied the local fishing methods 
which differ greatly from those practiced 
elsewhere. 

The traditions of the Chief system are 
still widely upheld and Ancestor worship is 
universal. As the expedition was held over 
the Christmas period, many dances, called 
mascarades, were seen. Some of the dancers 
wore exotic head dresses and most of the 
dances were connected with the the history 
of the village. 

Although the more dangerous animals 
have been driven away, the birds of prey 
provide a spectacular backcloth with eagles 
and vultures gliding overhead. 

The support given by the Nigerian 
Scouts made the biggest contribution to the 
success of the expendition, which followed 
in the footsteps of Richard Lander of Truro, 
150 years later. 

During the expendition a large number 
of r.oloured slides were taken and a film 
made. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE LOG 
20th December, Enugu to Onitshe, to 
Ossomari by road. At Onitsha we were in­ 
troduced to the other half of the Expendi­ 
tion Johnson Kaine, ex Navy Captain, 
Francis Odukwe a Headmaster, and Sylve- 

ter lzukanne also a teacher. All three are 
experienced Scouters and Johnson is a Sea 
Scout Commissioner. 

A 50 foot Motor Canoe had been ear­ 
marked for us, about four feet high. It 
came with owner, engineer and cook at 
N30 a day. Fortunately I had written that 
we did not want a motorised canoe and so 
we were able to reject this boat. We would 
not have been able to set foot in canoeing 
circles again! 

We were taken to the home of his Royal 
Highness R. Olisa Nzedegwu the Second, 
the Obieze of Atamanya, Ossomala and 
Ossomari. At one end of the room was his 
throne, a large chair backed by a Red 
Carpet and Leopard Skin. All the local 
Chiefs sat around the room and we waited. 
After a while one man struck a gong three 
times, this signified the approach of the 
Obieze. He is an impressive man who came 
in long robes and surveyed the audience 
before taking his seat. The Chiefs came up 
one at a time to kneel before him and say 
"Okaaphpu, Okahpu, Okaphu, Okahpu." 
Before I really knew what was going on we 
three were out there on our knees! When 
we had finished he offered us a short tusk 
in his right hand for us to shake. 

25th Dec Agbere Happy Christmas. The 
chicken, which had accompanied us for the 
past two days, was prepared for dinner. 

Wal king towards the end of the village 
we came across our first mascarade. All 
the children were completely robed with 
faces covered, around their ankles were 
strings of palm nut shells which rattled as 
they danced. On their heads were wooden 
carved crocodiles. Apparently they were 

driving out evil spirits as they charged 
round waving wooden cutlases to the 
hypnotic sound of drum band. The drums 
in this part of Nigeria are wooden cylinders 
or cones with a skin stretched taut across 
the larger end. Nigeria is a country full of 
such traditional dances, performed for the 
benefit of the participants and their friends, 
and not for a tau rist trade. 

27th Dec. Kiama to Yenogoa. 30 miles. 
The river was breaking up and at each junc­ 
tion we had to enquire as to the correct 
route. Fortunately there were just enough 
people about to give us advice. Although 
we paddled hard we found that Yenogoa 
did not seem to get any nearer and for the 
first time we were paddling in the dark. In 
the Tropics night falls very quickly. At six 
it is I ight, by seven it is pitch dark. 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
To say that you are the first to do some­ 
thing in the canoeing world is always dange­ 
rous. However,, we think we were the 
first to do the following:- 
Paddle from Onitsha to Port Harcourt (200 
miles) since the Nigerian Civil War 12 years 
before. 
First whitemen to paddle Nigerian Dugout 
Canoes on an Expendition. 
First BCU Expendition to use local canoes 
as opposed to fibre glass imports. Also, one 
of the first in which the canoeing was a 
means to an end, rather than the end in it­ 
self. 
The Expedition suffered no personality 
problems. We did not fall foul of either the 
authorities or local people. The success was 
largely due to the support given by the 
Nigerian Scouts. We are grateful to the BCU 
for a Grant from the Expedition Sub 
Committee. 
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FINEST DESIGNS 
HIGHEST 
STANDARDS 
THE BRITISH 

CANOE MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 

A.C. CANOE PRODUCTS LTD., PO Box 62. Chester. 
Tel: 0244 311711 

ARROWCRAFT MARINE LTD., 19 Lingfield Close, Great 
Wyrley, Walsall, WS6 6LT. Tel: 0922 415045 

AVONCRAFT, Burrowfield, Welwyn Garden City, Herts. 
Tel: 07073 30000 

CANOE CENTRE KIRTON KAYAKS LTD., Marsh Lane, 
Credition, Devon. Tel: 03632 3295 

CYMRU CANOES, St. Hilarys Road, Uandudno. 
Tel: 0492 77067 

GAYBO LIMITED, Bell Lane, Bellbrook Industrial Estate 
Uckfield, East Sussex. TN22 1 QL. Tel: OB25 5891 

HARISHOK LTD .• Unit 3, Clarendon Trading Estate, Hyde, 
Chesire. T.el: 061 368 9216 

JIM HARGREAVES. Canoe Kayak Specialist, Capel Curig, 
Snowdonia. Tel: 06904 210 

CHRIS HAWKESWORTH LTD .• Glasshouses Mill, Pateley 

H0~1'1i9fH HSPO~¥s: iiri~~~~l'o~e~
3
B;I~:~~ l~\~x/

7986 

Lanes. Tel: 020 481 353 or 0204 392190 
KAMA CANOE, The Old School, Siddick, Workington, Cumbria. 

Tel: 0900 61709 
LENDAL PRODUCTS LTD., 18-20 Boyd Street, Prestwick, 

Ayrshire. Tel: 0292 78558 
McNULTY SEAGLASS LTD .. Victoria Road, South Shields, 

Tyne and Wear. Tel: 0632 563196 
P & H FIBREGLASS LTD., Old Stanley Colliery, Station Road, 

West Hallam, llkeston. Tel: 0602 320155 
PALM GLASS FIBRE MOULDINGS, Unit 12, Marsh Lane, 

Easton in Gordano, Bristol. Tel: 027581 4865 
TRYLON LTD., Wollaston. Wellingborough, Northants. 

Tel: 0933 664275 
VALLEY CANOE PRODUCTS LTD., Private Road 4, Colwick 

Estate, Nottingham. Tel. 0602 249371 
WATER RAT CANOES, Market Weston, Diss, Norfolk. 

Tel: 037989 651 

FAMILIAR NAMES THAT OFFER YOU THE 
BEST IN CANOES 

Write or ring for full details 

THE LYNX 
Trylon' s latest top flight 

Slalom Kayak 
See it, Try it, at these 

Slalom fixtures 
Iron Bridge May 16th 

Abingdon Weir June 6th 
Linton Locks June 27th 
Darley Abbey July 11th 

Build this 1981 Competition Design 
for under £50 

Ask about our improved and extended 
range of accessories 

We can now supply ETHAF0AM 
buoyancy material 

Kevlar and Diolen always in stock 
Find out more by writing or phoning: 
TRYL0N LTD., Wollaston, Northants NN9 7QJ. 
Tel. Wellingborough (0933) 664275. 

TRVLON 
TRYLON LIMITED, 
WOLLASTON, 
NORTHANTS.NN97QS 
TEL: WELLINGBOROUGH 

(0933) 664275. 

B C U Supplies 
a safer way to buy 

NEW THIS MONTH 
Tie Pin/Lapel Badge 
Fully zip nylon cag 
Sleeveless Duvet Jacket 
Duck Down Duvet Jacket 
N. Wales Wild Water Guide 
Start Canoeing - A. Williams 
Wild Water Racing Handbook 

SPECIAL OFFER 
Suede/Nylon Heavy Duty Training Shoes 
Sizes available 6, 7, 8 

Normally £9.60 
£7.50 

TOP SELLER STILL AVAILABLE 
V-Neck Sweater 
Sizes 30" -40" Attractive Logo 
Colours:- Black, Brown, Red. Navy, Sky, Grey 

Only £8.25 

OTHER GOODS AVAILABLE 
Long sleeve T/Shirts 
Hooded Slop Shirts with Zips 
Members Tracksuits 
Coverall Suit (PVC) 
Red Silk Shorts 
Tog Jackets with hood/collar 
River Wye Guide 
French River Notes 
Tryweryn Poster 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE POST & PACKAGE 

65p 
5.75 

10.50 
45.00 

1.50 
4.25 
1.00 

4.00 
1050 
15.5'> 
5.50 
3.70 

25.00 
60 
25 

1.00 

BCU SUPPLIES 
45 HIGH STREET 
ADDLESTONE 
SURREY 
WEYBRIDGE 41341 
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B.C.U. Insurances 

COMPREHENSIVE CANOE INSURANCE 

SEND S.A.E. FOR PROPOSAL FORM 

JOAN BAKER 
33 Somerset Rd Histon Cambs CB4 4JS 

Phone Histon (022 023) 2781 

KAVEL,Kits & ready built boats 
in wood & in glassfibre 

A wide range of lightweight Canoes, Kayaks, Sculls, Punts and Dinghies. 
Kayel Kits are complete, including vamish, etc .• and can easily be 
assembled without any previous woodwork 
in the course of twc weekends, plus a few evenings, 
to give you the satisfaction of having built your 
own boat. ~ 
Lsge stocks held. Send for illustrated brochure 
Callens welcome - Open Mon. ·Sat. 

9~ 
GRANTA BOATS (CF) 
RAMSEY HUNTINGOON·TEL:(0487)813777 

Specialist Supplies Of: * Canoes,Kayaks& Surf Ski's * Accessories by: 
ke Harishot,Gull, Lendal,WW.Centre & V.C.P. 

THE WORKSHOP& SHOWROOM 

• 
is conveniently situated 2miles ,.. 
fromtheGORDANO SERVICES ~ 
on the MS-Junction 19. 

Morane ID Cards 
for Canoe 81 

Palm_ 
Canoes and Kayaks 
Unit 12, Marsh l.aoL Elllton-in-Oordano, Nr. Bristol. 8S20 ONW 
Tai: Pill (027681) 4865 · 

Morane Plastic Company Limited, of Staines, 
Middlesex, are the official suppliers of ID card 
equipment and supplies to CANOE 81. 

Morane are one of the leaders in the field of ID 
equipment and were chosen to supply all 
equipment and materials to Moscow for the 
making of special ID cards for the Moscow 
Olympic Games. They also supply ID equipment to 
sports clubs, football clubs, squash clubs etc. Nor 
was Moscow their first Olympic Games! Morane ID 
cards were used at the Munich Olympic Games. 

Competitors, Officials, Guests and other 
participants will be provided with a tamper-proof 
identity card and these will be prepared on the 
spot, using Morane 'On the Spot' ID Kits. Each 
person will be photographed and the instant 
picture will then be put into a sign card, which will 
then be sealed into plastic. 

Waterproof 
These ID cards are particularly suitable to CANOE 
81, since they are waterproof. 

CANOEING 
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John Deighton. Pillar-Eddied beside the Mansi Bridge 

A White Water Guide to the Menai Straits 
Running between Bangor in the NE and 
Caernarfon in the SW the Menai Straits 
separate Anglesey from mainland Wales. 
Due to their narrow width, irregular bed, 
and tidal abnormalities, the straits behave 
more like a river than the sea. This 'river' 
does however change direction, and level 
with the tide. 

The main area of interest to the white 
water canoeist lies between Telfords Suspen­ 
sion Bridge, opened in 1826 and then the 
largest supension bridge in the world, and 
the Britannia Bridge. Both of which span 
the straits just south of Bangor; they enclose 
about one mile of the straits, in which some 
form of white water canoeing every day 
of the year, with no access problems or 
outraged fisherman to contend with. 

Rather than describe all areas in great 
detail, we have given a six figure grid refer­ 
ence and some idea of the nature of the 
rapid. All gird references are to be found 
on Ordnance Sheet 115, Caernarvon and 
Bangor. 
1. Menai Suspension Bridge GR 556715. 
A forceful rapid, stretching laterally across 
the straits from the Anglesey side to the 
main span. Formed due to the bridge 
supports. Often catches the unwary by 
surprise. Runs for approximately three 
hours starting about 1 hour before high 
tide. Access from the minor road running 
under the bridge or Menai Bridge public 
slipway. (GR 558718). 
2. The Ledges GR 550716. An easy rapid 
suitable for novice paddlers, formed due to 

a ridge of rock in the sea bed, that protrudes 
to form a series of small islands. Runs for 
approximately three hours, starting 1 hour 
before low water. Access as above. 
3. Ynys Gorad Goch GR 545713. A 
dangerous place for the unwary, look out 
for the derelict fish traps, that now pose a 
threat for the unseated canoeist. In spite 
of th is a good playground for the experienc­ 
ed paddler. A playful stopper forms on the 
North side of the island. Sport can be had 
here for one hour before high tide for three 
hours approximately. Access as above, 
but be ready for a hard paddle back against 
the current, most easily done on the main­ 
land side, finishing off with a 'monster' 
ferryglide just below the Menai Bridge. 

These are the three main playgrounds 
for the white water enthusiast. The Swellies 
(GR 549714) often give an exhilarating ride 
over fair size haystacks. A rapid also forms 
between the Britannia Bridge and Ynys 
Gorad Goch on the incoming tide. Al­ 
though we have not paddled there it looks 
as though it may have potential. 

When paddling on the straits, you tend 
to find yourself forgetting you are on the 
sea and not a river. Consequently in the 
event of a swim, stay with your boat, it is a 
long swim to the shore from most of the 
above-mentioned rapids, across strong and 
unpredictable currents. A sound knowledge 
of deep water rescue techniques from all the 
party will undoubtedly cut down on the 
degree of discomfort suffered by the swim­ 
mer. 

All the above rapids run to some extent 
twice a day. They vary in size and time of 
day, and duration, with the tides. A quick 
check with the local tide tables (Liverpool: 
-22 min for Menai Bridge) will give the best 
water. 

The Canoe Polo Explosion 
It is fair to say that as far as the 'Polo discip­ 
line' of our sport is concerned there has 
been something of an 'explosion' in its 
development. 

Never before has there been such inter­ 
est in the sport of canoe polo with so many 
teams from throughout the British Isles 
showing an active interest. 

The 1981 International Canoe Exhibi­ 
tion saw twelve of the Countries top teams 
meeting in an exhilerating contest, however, 

it is estimated that there are over one hund­ 
red teams of canoeists playing canoe polo 
throughout the country. 

With such an interest as has been shown 
toward the end of 1980 and the beginning 
of 1981 the 'Canoe Polo Committee' feel 
that the sport is definately about to 'take 
off in a big way'. 

Crystal Palace was once again the venue 
for the National Canoe Polo Championships. 
In the Senior section eight teams were in the 

quarter finals of the knock-out competition. 
Luton Tigers retained the title for a second 
year beating the Bere Forest team in a drama­ 
tic final battle which was very closely 
fought, Luton eventually coming out on 
top by one goal. In the Youth section 
Luton were once again the dominant team 
convincingly striving forward to take the 
championship. 

International Canoe Polo matches were 
played again this year with teams entering 
from Holland, Germany, Scotland, Wales 
and England. With the two England teams 
that of Luton - England 'A' and Bere 
Forest - England 'B' meeting in the final 
to provide a very exhilirating game. 

Goal - Luton Tigers ~ If you can't go around! 
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C/Jala Pre-World Chempionsbipb 

c_711IACHETE 1st uffENS IQ 

c51Jn incredible 23 seconds ahead 
of its nearest rival 

<f]veed we say mote? 
G/Jetail~- 

HATCH MOOR IND. EST., GREAT TORRINGTON, 

N. DEVON. TEL= 08052 3599. 

NEW CANOES- AND KAYAKS FOR 1981 FROM: 

[&AYBDii] 
, International Canoes and Kayaks Limited 

BELL LANE 
BEllBROOK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
UCKFIELD 
EAST SUSSEX 
TN22 lQL 
Telephone; Uck&eld (STD 0825) 5891/2 

FOR SLALOM: DOMINATOR and PLUS '81 Kls 
SUPERMAX, MINIMAX and MICROMAX Cls 

FOR WHITE WATER: DELPHIN '81 Kl. 
NEW WHITE WATER Cl. 

FOR SEA CANOEING: VYNECK 
THE WELL-PROVEN SEA KAYAK USED IN MANY EXPEDITIONS. 

KOBER NEW - CONSTRUCTION COMPETITION PADDLES 

GAYBO COMPETITION CANOES AND KAYAKS HAVE ALREADY BEEN 
CHOSEN BY MANY INTERNATIONAL TEAMS FOR CANOE '81 AT BALA. 

SEND FOR FULL DETAILS OF OUR RANGE OF COMPETITION, TOURING AND 
GENERAL PURPOSE CANOES AND KAYAKS, CANOE TRAILERS AND ACCESSORIES, 
ENCLOSING LARGE S.A.E. OR VISIT OUR STAND AT THE CANOE EXHIBITION. 
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J.R. Meets the 
Round Britain Kiwi. 
Paul Caffyn, a New Zealander, has circumnavigated North 
and South Island, mainly solo, in a Nordkapp. In May, 
June and July of 1980 together with Nigel Dennis, an 
auxiliary Coastguard from Anglesea, Paul made the first 
complete circumnavigation of mainland Britain. 

John Ramwell, promoter of the Sea Touring Committee, 
currently secretary of the Advanced Sea Kayak Club and 
Coaching Organiser for Eastern Region, spoke to Paul before 
he returned home. 

You were describing your life style to me. You said you are a 
geologist? 
With the upsurge in the price of gold I've gone back to my old 
trade of looking for gold, staking out claims, and evaluating claims 
for people, In the summers I teach climbing. On the days 
inbetween courses I take people canoeing on the Clutha River. 
And I'm getting a little bit of income from my South Island book. 
I play in a band and get something from that too. Hopefully my 
North Island Book will be out this year, and then I'll settle down 
and write about my recent trip with Nigel Dennis canoeing round 
Great Britain. 
Tell me about this book. How are you going to tackle it? 
Because there is so much history involved and so many threads, 
like ship-wrecks and light-houses that come into the story, I really 
cannot write it in diary form. The patches where little happened 
will have to come together fairly tightly. The exciting bits like 
Cape Wrath and Pentland Firth will be in diary form and there will 
be plenty of photographs and colour plates - perhaps a photo per 
page, with maps and line drawings. 
What plans for the future? 
I've totted up the miles around Australia, and I think they add up 
to 8,000 which is too much! The Great Australian Bight would be 
the crux of this trip. This is 7- or 800 miles of cliff with no escape 
route. The East Coast and the West, are both fantastic and well 
worth paddling along, but I think 8,000 miles is a bit long, don't 
you? New Guinea - well I've thought of that but haven't totted up 
the miles. This leaves Tasmania. I'd love to have a crack at 
rounding Tassie. I was all set to have a go when Earle Bloomfield 
and John Brewster got there before me. 
Do you have any comments on the comparison between canoeing, 
the canoeists and the gear you've seen here and back home? 
Conditions. There is a lot more to offer when coastal cruising 
round Britain, There are such interesting open-sea crossings here 
when you're out of sight of land for 3 or 4 hours, needing so much 
more reliance on the compass and on navigation. Like the Thames 
Estuary was a 29-miler. The Solway Firth and the Firth of Forth, 

they're all about 25 miles. And the Bristol Channel. You've got 
that patch in the middle when you're only out of sight of land, 
mainly because you have a haze here which limits visibility. We 
only really got a good swell once, and that was on the North Coast 
of Scotland for two days. But swell is always present on the West 
Coast of New Zealand - you rarely get a day when there isn't a 
heavy swell running. Here we had no wild surf landings - which 
were the rule along the West Coast of New Zealand. So I found I 
hadn't the mental strain with this trip, worrying about surf landings. 
Canoeing the Cook Straits and other long open crossings you have 
mainly done solo. 
Well yes, though Cook Strait only took me 3 hours. I was keyed 
up. But there was very strong tides up to 11 knots. And there is 
always a good roll, and the weather changes so rapidly. The Tamaki 
Straits (North Island) are even worse, as the seas are shallower and 
the weather whips them up quickly. Max and I did this one in 
August which is a late winter one. When we started off there was 
frost on the canoes and the decks were white - but fortunately we 
had a good day and we sprinted across. 
What about loneliness. Does it every effect you? 
Oh no! I really revel in being on my own. 
Do you think it takes a particular sort of personality? 
Yes, I think so. It's pretty fortunate in a way, or the sea might get 
rather crowded with solo paddlers, and then we wouldn't be solo 
paddling anymore! I was talking to you earlier about the Coast­ 
guards. There seems to be an over awareness of safety here. When 
solo paddling I like to be completely self-contained so that if I get 
into trouble I can get myself out of it. In New Zealand I don't 
carry flares or radio. I have a life-jacket, and I am confident I can 
roll and even enter the canoe when I get flushed out, which I have 
had to do on several occasions. The fishermen in New Zealand 
would say, 'You are going off on the sea and as soon as you get into 
trouble you'll be expecting us to come out and get you'. And that 
is not that I wanted, and so I stopped carrying flares. I VIBS 
determined that if I got into trouble I was going to get myself out 
of it. 
We have a maxim; 'what are you going to say to an enquiry if 
things do go wrong and you haven't covered all the safety angles~ 
Sure, I totally agree with that. When I'm out coaching, I carry 
every safety aid like flares and radio. Though there is a problem in 
New Zealand. If you did fire a flare there would be no one around 
to see it, and I doubt the radio would be very effective for the same 
reasons. 

Yes, even in our over-crowded waters flares are often of little use. 
How did you find the wild life? 

The bird life is fantastic, colonies of Guillimots and Razor Bills. 
What amused us was seeing the Gui I lies and the Gannets teeming 
and wheeling around Ailso Craig in their thousands. It was sights 
like that that really made this trip worth while. We saw propoises 
and dolphin off the North Coast. 
Did you stop off at the Fame Islands? 
No, we shot straight past. Tides are stronger here than in New 
Zealand. You have a bigger tidal range and the tides move more. 
At Cape Wrath there were two nasty tide rips mixed with a big 
swell and this was pretty lumpy. Pentland Firth was pretty straight 
forward. We waited at Donats Head for the ebb tide race to ease 
and we raced on through despite the fact we had been warned about 
this area. Fortunately we struck it lucky as there was a calm sea 
and no wind. There were no nasty bits along the East Coast, though 
the weather was very changeable. We had storms and lightning, 
everything but locusts and pestilence. We had a good day to go 
round Lands End, though I found the tides quite fast at the 
approaches to the Bristol Channel. Trevose Head was nasty. Jack 
Sound we went through on the last of the tide. The Coastguards 
were very good for the forecasts, but most of the time they were 
interested in where we were, and where we were going. All in all 
they were very good, though they did warn us not to go out, when 
in fact we could have done so. 

Is there any other major difference between coastal cruising here 
and at home? 
One other thing that's different here from New Zealand is the 
danger areas you have around your coast line. Some days we would 
go through sometimes two firing ranges. Initially we would try to 
work in with ranges by telephoning or radioing in first. Some of 
them are open 08.00 to 22.30 and if you have a good tide and wind 
and want to go through, we expected to be told we could not go 
through. But in fact, we were told that as 'bone-fide' travellers we 
had a right of passage and they couldn't stop us. So in the end, with 
some of the areas we would paddle on to the range, they would 
spot us, stop firing, lowering their red flags and we would shoot 
through. Off Tynemouth the look-out must have fallen asleep and 
it was the closest show we had. You could hear the 6.2mm, it was 
like a helicopter flying overhead. The bullets would ricochet off 
the rocks into the sea. 

Thanks a lot Paul for talking to us, it's been interesting. On behalf 
of sea canoeists here we look forward to keeping in touch and 
hearing more about you, and what goes on in New Zealand. 
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IF YOU ARE CONTEMPLATING 
BUYING A CANOE 

(NEW OR SECONDHAND) CONTACT:- 

PADDLE SPORT 
Stockists for:- GAYBO, PYRANHA, KRAKATOA, 

DERWENT, PALM, HARISHOK, 
LENDAL, ACE, FREEBLADES. 

Plus! OUR OWN HUGE RANGE OF 
CANOES AND KAYAKS INCLUDING 
SNIPE, LINDISFARNE, DART, 
ARDECHE, WEEVER. 

SEND NOW FOR CATALOGUE AND PRICE LIST TO:­ 
PADDLESPORT, 
RIVER GADE WORKS 
14 LONDON ROAD, APSLEY 
HEMEL HEMPSTEAD 
HERTS. 
TEL:-(O442) 49787 
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''I have no Faith in Numbers'' 
by O ljver Cock, National Access Officer 
"Water Space" is the journal of the Water 
Space Amenity Commission. In the last 
issue is a National Angling Survey, a survey 
on river canoeing, and a survey carried out 
by Arthur Telling, Barrister and Principal 
Lecturer at the Trent Polytechnic. A 
further one is being carried out with the 
assistance of WSAC and the Sports Council, 
and concerns rights of navigation on rivers. 
The BCU has been asked to assist. 

Some very interesting figures have ap­ 
peared, with the definition of an angler 
given as "any angler of 12 years or older 
who has fished within the last 12 months". 

What would happen if in a survey on 
canoeing, every single kid over the age of 
12 who ever got into a canoe in the course 
of a year was added to the total number of 
people who called themselves canoeists! If 
the anglers claim around a total of 
3,380,000 by this process, we would dare to 
state that the canoeists in the country have 
a total not very far off this figure also. 

Peter Tombleson, the Execuive Director 
of the NAC, states:- 
"The angler tends to be younger than the 
population as a whole and comes from a 
very wide range of social classes, especially 
the skilled working class and those in semi­ 
skilled and un-skilled occupations. The 
angler is likely to be male because the 
Survey indicates that only 1 in 8 anglers is 
female, although this gives a figure of 
woman anglers well over 400,000. 
Of the 12-15 years olds interviewed half 
had been fishing for more than three years, 
so that their interest appears to continue 
throughout the school age range. Only 1 in 
3 game anglers is under 25. Strong recruit­ 
ment occurs in the 12-15years age group. 

Over half of sea anglers are in the 25-54 
age group and half of those who now sea 
fish have done so for five years. Recruit­ 
ment in the earlier age ranges is lower 
possibly because of the higher cost in­ 
volved." 
If the word "angler" was changed to" 
"canoeist" in the above, it would almost 
exactly fit our sport as well! What other 
recreations might fit into the same picture 
also? Mr. Tombleson also says: 
"One important factor emerged from exa­ 
mining newcomers to the sport. Genrally 
recruitment is from the school age range 
12-16 years. There is very little recruit­ 
ment in the older age ranges, so that the 
age profile of angling has shown a down­ 
ward trend du ring the past ten years". 

Again, would this not fit canoeing as much 
as it fits angling? It has been said that 
there are more people afloat on Saturday 
afternoon than there are watching football 
matches. This would indicate that there are 
more people afloat than there are anglers on 
the banks. 
"I have no faith in numbers"! 
Now let us look at •'ie cr+ioeinq survey. 
It is shown .nat out of the 629 rivers origin­ 
ally listed only 162 were used for canoeing, 
plus a further six thrown up but not origin­ 
ally listed. Of this 168 only 14 have so far 
disclosed ten or more groups canoeing on 

them. Of the remainder, 69 rivers had only 
a single group listed. What of all the others? 
Don't tell us that they are not canoed at all! 
What does appear is that many recipients of 
the questionnaires have refused to reply be­ 
cause they don't want their own little bit 
of private water disclosed, thus severely 
restricting our pleas of "not enough water" 
simply by showing "not enough canoeists". 
With this huge number of refusals to reply, 
have we cut off our noses to spite our faces? 
"The information received is being comput­ 
erised and in due course it will be tabulated 
and possibly published. A qualified carto­ 
grapher will draw up a map of rivers used by 
canoeists which will be used as the basis for 
researches into the appropriate navigation/ 
access legalities of some rivers. 
"What cannot be tabulated and computeris­ 
ed will be valuable for the final document 
and is a summary of the criticisms, sugges­ 
tions and comments very frequently added 
to the questionnaires". 
The BCU has asked if it may be brought 
into the consultations before any further 
publication of the information received is 
undertaken. It is known that there are 
many rivers on which there is a navigation 
right, but these rights are so ancient and ob­ 
scu re that they will need considerable re­ 
search before it is possible to say whether 
they exist or not. 
Mr Telling then writes: 
"So far as common law rights of navigation 
are concerned, the Cairngorm case decided 
in 1976 settles clearly enough that the right 
to navigate includes navigation for recrea­ 
tional purposes. This decision seems entire­ 
ly logical iind in accord with common sense. 
If someone is exercising a public right of 
navigation in a reasonable manner, it seems 
quite irrelevant to ask whether he is navigat­ 
ing for commercial purposes or for his own 
pleasure". 
"But there are limits; the judges in the 
Cairngorm case were emphatic that the 
public right of navigation does not extend 
to every conceivable use of boats and other 
craft for recreational purpose. As one judge 
put it: " ... the establishment of a public 
right of navigation does not open the door 
to every kind of user which physical prow­ 
ess or exhorbitant technology may make 
possible". 
Here we are not at all sure that we agree 
with everything that he has on say on 
suggested reform. 
"The uncertainty as to the actual extent of 
rights of navigation over many rivers ought 
to be resolved (Agreed). There should be 
legislation requiring the registration of all 
public rights of navigation whether common 
law or statutory. The ideal would be a sy­ 
stem analogous to that contained in the 
Commons Registration Act, so that ( 1) 
effective registration would constitute con­ 
clusive proof of the right of navigation; (2) 
failure to register existing rights by a speci­ 
fied date would result in the extinguishment 
of those rights. This would obviously re­ 
quire the setting up of a registration author­ 
ity and perhaps a tribunal to deal with dis­ 
puted claims". 

We do not agree with a specified date. 
We have already indicated that some of 
these ancient rights are extremely obscure, 
and trying to discover them may take many 
years of very carefu I research. Is th is to be 
barred from us? This research has sadly had 
to be limited to a period of two years only 
and to only a few rivers. If any member 
knows of anything which may be of help we 
sincerely hope that he or she will write to 
us with it as quickly as possible. 

Finally Mr Telling raises what appears to be 
a very sensible suggestion. To prevent over­ 
crowding and to give everybody a fair share 
of the waters there ought to be a compre­ 
hensive system of registration under which 
every boat would display a registration 
number as a means of identification. This 
has long been a condition of access agree­ 
ments by the anglers and the landowners. It 
is also supported by our friends in the 
Sports Council. More and more it is becom­ 
ing evident that a great many of our difficul­ 
ties will be overcome by a registration 
scheme of some sort. 

The National Water Council publishes a 
journal called "Water", which has under­ 
taken to continue some of the regular fea­ 
tures of "Water Space", which is to be dis­ 
continued. It therefore behoves those con­ 
cerned with access to obtain the magazine 
''Water" from the National Water Council at 
1 Queen Anne's Gate, London SW1 H 9BT. 

New River Guide 
North Wales White Water by Jim 
Hargreaves and Terry Storry. This well­ 
constructed guide to the white water 
rivers and surf beaches of North Wales 
is adequately illustrated, and in a 
compact booklet gives guidance notes, 
including paragraphs on the Menai Straits. 

Notes on each river, together with a 
route map is the core of the book. 
Advice on suitable levels, particular 
hazards, and best routes for rapids is 
given. together with access and egress 
points. The authors state specifically 
that mention of rivers, and put-in spots, 
does not imply a right of access. 

Highly recommended. £1.50 from 
BCU Supplies, 

Centres Under Threat 
An alarming trend has revealed itself with 
the increasing economic restrictions on 
local authorities. 

Some have closed their entire outdoor 
education programme, and others have 
major centres under threat. Burwash Place 
in East Sussex has been axed, and Calshot 
Activities Centre was only reprieved after 
a large public outcry. Many letters of 
support from individuals and organisations, 
including the BCU, were written. 

Calshot, situated on a shingle spit where 
Southampton water meets the Solent, is 
ideally placed for introduction to sea 
kayaking. Its full-time canoeing staff 
consists of three well known and exper­ 
ienced sea paddlers. Dave Evans, John 
Aberdein and John Kuyser. The Isle of 
Wight is just 4 miles away, and every aspect 
of sea canoeing within striking distance. 
Large ships and sailing traffic add even more 
interest. 
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CAnOi:'81 
NOTTINGHAM 

~ 

waterside81 
exhibition 

:so1h JULY lo 2nd AUGUST 
ATTBE 

HOLME PIERREPONT 
NATIONAL WATER 
SPORTS CENTRE 
Nottingham 
10am - 6pm Thursday & Friday 
10am - 6.30pm Saturday & Sunday 

~INTERNATIONAL 
WATERSKIING 
CHINESE DRAGON BOATS, 
VINTAGE CARS, CANOEING, 
HIKING, CAMPING, TREKKING, 
CARA VANNING, EXHIBITIONS, 
POWER BOATS, COMPETITION RALLY, 
AMUSEMENTS & MUCH, MUCH, MORE! 

~ THE WORLD CANOE RACING 
~CIIAMPIONSBIPS 
Thurs 30th 
Fri 31st 
Sat 1st 
Sun 2nd 
Sun 2nd 1

1,000 Metres Heats & Repecharges 
500 Metres Heats & Repecharges 

1,000 Metres Semi Finals & FINALS 
500 Metres Semi Finals & FINALS 

10,000 Metres FINALS 

ADMISSION inc VAT 
COUNTRY PARK SIDE 
Adults £I -Children 50p (Daily) 
GRANDST.llNDS 
Adults £2 - Children£ I 
4DATTICKET 
Adults £2.50-Children £1.25 
GRANDSTAND 
Adults £6- Children £3 

REDUCED RATES 
for Groapa and 
.11<1"""""'4 
BooltlDGo 

OPENING 
~NIGHT * Spectacular i<. 
HARVEY HADDON 

STADIUM 
~ 29th JULY 8pm 
~ The Parade of Nations 
Opening Ce:remony, Bands, Gan Salvos, 

Gymnasti<"B, Motor Cycle Display, 
High Wire Act, Fireworks and again 

much, much, more. 
ADMISSION 
Adults £ l.50p 

Children 50p, 25p 

WORLDCANOE 
RACING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

30lhJULYlo2ndAUGUST 

-The50mile 
River Trent lntemational 

Canoe Tour 
26th Jnly to 29th Jnly 1981 

Organised by the National Association of Boys Clubs 
on behalf of CANOE 81 - Nottingham 

ADVANCED BOOKINGS 
and further information 

FROM 
CANOE '81- NOTTINGHAM 

72 Bridgford Road, West Bridgford 
Nottingham 

Telephone (0602) 819879 
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Little Blue Men - Out Smurfed 
The Smurfs, those little blue creatures that keep petrol stations clean for National Benzole, 
are lending their weight to the Union's water safety campaign. 

When approched for permission to use the Smurfs on the Cadet members badges National 
readily agreed and also suggested that they could be of use on posters and leaflets pointing 
out 'Safe ways to Canoe'. The result is a cotourful double crown size poster which, along 
with the leaflets, will be distributed throughout clubs, schools, outdoor pursuit centres and 
Scout groups. 

Posters are available if a S.A.E. 12¾ x 9" is sent to the Union Headquarters in Addlestone. 

Kayak 
Expedition 
Canada Alaska 81 
To mark the International Year of the Dis­ 
abled Person, a self-supporting team of 
kav akists and rafters will attempt a descent 
on the entire length of the Alsek, in the 
Glacier Range of Northern Canada, starting 
on 1 July. 

The Alsek is unpredictable, with numer­ 
ous glaciers forming canyon walls. These 
are capable of shedding ice-blocks the size 
of houses, or damming the entire river, 
which is reputed to be the only huge river in 
the world with a water speed fast enough to 
stop fish. Summer storms bring rain and 
snow, while black and grizzly bears roam 
the area, together with wolves, foxes, 
beaver and other fur-bearing animals. 
Mosquitos and black-fly abound. 

Scientific work, including the taking of 
samples for a specific biological research, 
sighting rare birds, and investigating a rare 
indigenous spider, are included in the exped­ 
ition brief, which will raise money for the 
International Year of the Disabled Person. 
Specifically this will aid the continuance of 
the Handicapped Games in Nottingham, and 
set up a canoeing school at the unique 
International Field Study Centre for the 
Disabled in Cornwall. 

The two British paddlers involved in 
the team of kavakists and rafters are Peter 
Montgomery and Paul Vander-Molen, the 
organiser. 

Islander 
FOR FULL DETAILS, WRITE, CALL, 
OR PHONE WYE KAYAKS, 31, EAST ST, 
HEREFORD tel 65453 or 57111 

Post, Write or Phone Toda',' For 'rbur Free Colour Brochure & Join 
The IOOO"s of Other SatisTied Customers Alre3!!J Being Noticed 
Please Tick Your Requirements. ClubO TradeV Contract Printing 0, 
Name.--·-·-·-·- ---·-·-·-·- BCU 
Address .. _. _ 
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•AVONCRAF» 
For all thats best in value and quality 
See the complete range of 
VARDY-LAWENCE kayaks, canoes and 
accessories at the Crystal Palace 
International Canoe Exhibition. Check 
our unbeatable prices on, Wet Suits, 
Shorties, Kober Paddles, 
Klinger Spray decks etc. 

~ All at our Showrooms:- 
UWMN<I BURROWFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
TAIIDW WELWYN GARDEN CITY, 11111111; HEATS. AL7 4SR. 

"llllllllf fl,,. Telephone: 070- 73 300OO. 

Send Stamp for our new colour 
brochures 1981 
Suppliers to:- H.M. Forces. Education 

Authorities. Canoe 
Clubs. Exporters. 

CHEAP 
ACCOMMODATION 

FOR PADDLERS 
Westward Ho! North Devon. Surf, Sea, Estuary 
and River. Self-catering buck-house for 12 and 
Mobile Home for 5. Shower, cooker and heating. 
£1.25 per head per night. 
SKERN LODGE OUTDOOR CENTRE, 
DIDDYWELL, APPLEDORE, N. DEVON. 
Tel. BIDEFORD (02372) 5992. Multi-Activity 
Courses organised for all levels. 

Fibreglass Canoes from £49 + VAT 
General Purpose, Slaloms, Trainers, 
Tourers, Doubles and Canadians. 

Write for brochure and send sae to: 

CAPEL CANOES LIMITED, 
Five Oak Green, Nr. Tonbridge, Kent Tel: Paddock Wood 2128. 

CASCADE PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT 

UNORTH WALES 
WHITE WATER" 

A Guide to the Wild Water rivers of Snowdonia 
'CASCADE PRESS' are very pleased to announce 
the publication of this new White Water Canoeing 
Guide to the most popular area in Britain. Fourteen 
sections of river are described, each one 
alongside a map showing access/egress points, 
rapids, roads and other important details. Also 
included are surf beaches and tidal surges along 
the North Wales coastline. This is the first in our 
series of guides to the Wild Water Rivers of Great 
Britain. Send for your copy now . 

Order from: 'CASCADE PRESS' 
P.O. BOX 1 
Betws Y Coed 
N. Wales 
LL24 OAT 

Send Cheque/PO for £1. 75. 
Includes P+P. Returned 1st Class 

WETSUITS 
and 
Kits 

Direct from our factory. 
Superb value, top quality, 
Wide range, large stocks, 
Quick delivery. 
Long Johns from £23.65, 

.Jacket & Trousers £45.45. 
Ouite unbeatable. 

.See For Yourself - write or 
ring for free brochure, 
or call in. 
DOLPHIN WETSUITS 
AQUAQUIPMENT 
3/4 Ashwell St., St. Albans 
Her ts, Tel: 66666 
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PUBLICATIONS 
START CANOEING 
There has been a gap recently in new books 
about basic canoeing. Anne Williams, who 
for several years was in charge of canoeing 
at Plas-y-Brenin, the Sports Council's 
National Centre for Mountain Activities, 
here gives a comprehensive introduction to 
the sport. Profusely illustrated by line 
drawings, with many good photographs also, 
most of the skills are broken down and 
understanding is aided. 

The book is up to date, with minimal 
omissions in the skills section. Sea Canoe­ 
ing, Camping, and Rolling are covered, and 
brief descriptions included of all aspects 
of this multi-faceted activity. Available 
from BCU Supplies at £4.25. 

THE BOOK OF THE THAMES 
"The Book of the Thames from its rise to 
its fall" by Mr. and Mrs. S. C. Hall, publisher 
Charlotte James Publishers, Teddington. Price 
£6.99. 

Hardly had I started this book when I found 
myself reading every word instead of just 
skimming through as I had intended. I 
found it intensely interesting, full of little 
anecdotes about places I knew on the river 
and giving a very good.impression of it. 
This is a reprint of a book that was first 
published in 1859. In those days they had 
the time to make a leisurely trip down the 
river talking to people they met and taking 
opportunities to go out of their way to find 
out about the history of the places on the 
river banks. If only we had the time to do 
the same today! It is quite fascinating to 
see how they used to live by the Thames 
over a century ago. 

Of course, there is no canoeing in it. 
This was just before John McGreggor 
brought himself into the limelight, and 
quite a few years before the founding of 
the Royal Canoe Club, the first canoe club 
in the world. Nevertheless I strongly re­ 
commend the book to anybody who enjoys 
wandering down a river and having a real 
look round as they go. It is ideal reading 
for the pottering canoeist who is making a 
proper holiday by cruising down the river 
in easy stages. There are many wood-block 
engravings, all of scenes on the river and 
many of which can be seen today with very 
little change. There are also many engrav­ 
ings of the wild life to be found both on 
the banks and in the water. If you don't 
come out of the reading it a better man 
you just have not read it! It is very well 
worth the money. N.O.L. 

~ 

MY WAVE 

"My Wave", Roger Lovesey, third prize 

Focus-Cartoon Competition Results 
The winner of the Cartoon Competition announced in the Winter edition of Focus is: 
Mr Roger Lovesay of Stroud, Gloucester, who receives a £20 voucher for purchases from 
BCU Supplies. 

Whilst not contravening the obscene publications act, the editorial board felt obliged 
to request that those wishing to view the winning entry should send a plain, buff, s.a.e. 
to Addlestone. Complete confidentiallity is assured! 

The caption of the winning entry reads: 'THE FIRST ESKIMO ROLL'. Paul Smith of 
Forth Canoe Club came a close second (£10 voucher) and Roger Lovesay again in third 
place (£5 voucher). 

It has been decided to leave open the class for 'go,od ideas without competent artistry'. 
Final closing date for the £10 consolation voucher is now 1 August 81. Entries already 
received will be considered. 

SEA TOURING 
An informative manual for sea canoeists 
written by John J. Ramwe/1 
Cost £3.30 (inc. P. & P.) 

6,000 copies sold world wide. 
Now in its fourth edition 

Over 120 packed pages on equipment, 
survival, safety, navigation, the sea, 
charts, buoyage, meteorology, marine 
communication, expedition planning, 
use of a pool, etc. 

Available only from J. J .. Ramwell, 
32 Glebe Road, West Perry, 
Huntingdon, Cambs, PE18 ODG. 

Well Cap-e That. • • 
The first prizes under the Open Racing 
Scheme sponsored by Cape Industries in 
association with the BCU Marathon 
Racing Committee were presented at 
Crystal Palace on February 21st and 22nd. 

Mr W.R. Doughty, Managing Director of 
Cape Industries Limited, presented to 16 
year old Michael Smith. of Sheffield Canoe 
Club, a new "Cougar" Sprint K1 Kayak, 
and a cheque for £100 toward Sheffield 
Canoe Club funds. 

Since the Cape Open Racing Scheme 

was inaugurated last autumn more than 
3,000 Certificates have been issued to parti­ 
cipants. Each Certificate is numbered and 
once a quarter there is a draw for the win­ 
ning number. To the club or organisation 
which issued the winning Certificate there is 
a prize donation and to the holder of the 
Certificate there is a new canoe or kayak, 
of the winner's choice, up to a value of 
£200. 

Michael Smith not only held the first 
winning numbered Certificate but was also 
the winner of the Marathon race organised 
by the Sheffiled Canoe Club and is a mem­ 
ber of the British Wild Water Junior Squad. 

19 



Canoe '81 Nottingham 
July 26 - August 2 
CANOE 81 - Nottingham is more than an event, it is an occasion not to be missed. It is a 
week for all the family at prices that everyone can afford. Why not make CANOE 81 part 
of your holiday this year. Whether you camp or stay in a hotel; whether you travel by air, 
train, boat or car; whether you are a canoeist or not, young or old, CANOE 81 - Nottingham 
has something to offer you. Details of the Nottingham week are listed below, including 
admission prices. Camping and Caravanning fees are shown too. 

Further information can be obtained from - CANOE 81 - Nottingham, 72 Bridgford 
Road, West Bridgeford, Nottingham. Telephone Nottingham (0602) 819879 or 810686. 

CANOE 81 - NOTTINGHAM - PROGRAMME 
1. The Trent 50 mile International Canoe Tour 
2. The World Championships Opening Ceremony and 

Parade of Nations 
3. The Nottingham 81 Spectacular 

Bands, Displays, Gymnastics, Fireworks 
4. The Waterside 81 Exhibition 

Multi-purpose exhibition, side shows and displays 
5. "Fun Canoe Races" (open to all-Canoe Tourers) 
6. THE XVITH WORLD CANOE RACING 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 

26th July-29th July 1981 

29th July 81 at 8 pm. 

29th July 8.15-10.30 pm. 

daily 30th July-2nd Aug. 
30th July and 31 July. 

THURSDAY 30th JULY 1981 
Mens 1000M 
Ladies 500M 
FRIDAY 31st JULY 1981 
Mens 500M 
Ladies 500M (K4 only) 
SATURDAY 1st AUGUST 1981 
Mens 1000M 
Ladies 500M 
SUNDAY 2nd AUGUST 1981 
Mens 500M 
Ladies 500M (K4 only) 
Mens 1 0,000M 
Racing takes place between 
7. Camping on site at the Holme Pierrepont purpose built campsite in a truly inter­ 

national atmosphere. 

Morning Afternoon 

Heats Repecharge 
Heats Hepecharge 

Heats Repecharge 
Heats Repecharge 

Semi-Finals Finals 
Semi-Finals Finals 

Semi-Finals Finals 
Semi-Finals Finals 
Finals Finals 
9.00-12.30 2.30-6 pm 

ADMISSION PRICES 
1. Trent 50 Mile Canoe Tour 

Tour Only 
2. Opening Night Spectacular. 

£10 per person per week (overseas £20) 
£6 per person (overseas £8) 
Terraces Adults 50p Children 25p 
Grandstand Adults £1 Children 50p 

3. Waterside Exhibition Country Park (North Bank) Adults £1 Children 50p 
& WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS. Grandstands (South Bank) Adults £1 Children £1 

4. Caravans (Per unit) . 

5. Camping (per person) 

daily £1.50 plus admission fees 
(concessionary rates for over 4 nights 
stay apply.) 
daily £1.60 per adult £1.10 per child 
including admission fees. 

ADVANCED BOOKINGS AVAILABLE AT REDUCED PRICES - DETAILS OF 
HOTEL AND GUEST HOUSE ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE ON REQUEST. 

Holme Pierrepont, already one of the best water sports centres in the world is to be 
further developed for the XVI World Kayak and Canoe Championships. 

The improvements to the Centre account for £80,000 of Sports Council grant and will 
include new starting and finishing points on the course, new racking areas and the latest 
electronics to improve both the judging and the scoreboard facility. Dick Jeeps, Chairman 
of the Sports Council sees this injection of cash leaving lasting benefits for both canoeing 
and rowing in improved facilities for training and competition at all levels. 

The debt of gratitude owed by the Union to the Sports Council,Nottinghamshire County 
Council and many, many others is immense and we all hope these championships will stand 
as a glowing testimony to their interest and the Union's hundreds of volunteers who all 
seek to make the World Championships the best yet. 

See you in Nottingham .... 

Black and Blue Peter .•. that's the new nickname of a famous 
favourite Peter Duncan, onel:of the presenters of Blue Peter. 
down the course for this year's World ,Canoeing Championsh 
slack water with British team canoeist Melvyn Swallow, Pete 
but snapped a borrowed paddle when he capsized, gaining, ir 
watches the world's best in action, he will be able to say: "I' 
Photo: Tom Roberts: 

CADOii: '81 

Royal Visit 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester is the 
Patron of the World Championships and a visit to 
Nottingham has been arranged for Thursday 30th 
July 1981. Included in his programme will be visits 
to the various camp sites, the exhibition, and a good 
look at the racing including the blind paddlers 
events for which he will be presenting the prizes. 

Whilst the World Canoeing Championships are 
at the centre of the activities at Holme Pierrepont 
the additional attractions during the week will pro­ 
vide something to interest all the famltv. 

Even before the opening of the Championships 
themselves, hundred of youngsters from all over 
the country will be completing their tour by 
paddling down the course. The 50 mile Canoe 
Tour will start at Lichfield on the preceding 
Sunday and will finish at Holme Pierrepont 
shortly before the opening ceremony begins at 
the Harvey Haddon Athletics Stadium in the city. 

A gun salvo to celebrate the Royal Wedding 
will also herald the opening parade of at least 30 
nations before the main attractions of the evening. 
A variety of bands, gymnastics, police motorcycle 

j 
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children's television personality. He is children's 
-ie earned his nickname when he had a go at canoeing 
ps in Bala, North Wales. After some training in 
was invited to try the real course. He did quite well 
the process, some large bruises, Still, when he 
,e done that. I've got the bruises to prove it." 

displays, mock marine battles, parachuting high 
wire acts and other exciti119 events will precede 
the magnificent firework finale. 

The Racing begins the next day with the heats 
of the 1,000 m. events but the massive leisure 
exhibition will also begin to roll. Waterside '81 
will include special areas for the canoe manufac­ 
turers as well as many stands of general interest to 
the "outdoor type". In addition to sideshows, 
stalls and amusements, a display area will allow 
groups such as the RAF Falcons parachute team 
to 'drop in'. 

Also on the water du ring the regatta there will 
be a host of other water activities scheduled in 
between racing. Chinese Dragon boat races, 
'mini slaloms', canoe polo, windsurfing, hydro­ 
planing, parascending, and, at the weekend, an 
International veterans' Water 8ki competition 
sponsored by Peter Styvesant. 

Almost at the water's edge the Camping Club 
of Great Britain will be holding its 80th Anniver­ 
sary meet, an interesting reminder that the canoe 
camping and touring fraternity is the largest single 
interest group within the British Canoe Union. 

The camp site at Holme Pierrepont has been 
reserved exclusively for canoeists during the period 
of the World Championships. 

Canoe '81 Bala 
July 16 - 24 

All roads will lead to Bala in early July 
when Britain plays host to the top canoeists 
in the world. It is the chance for every 
canoeist in Britain to see the cream in action 
at first hand. It is the first time that the 
triple world championships have been held 
in Britain and Bala plays host to the Wild 
Water and the Slalom championships. More 
than 400 competitors from over 20 coun­ 
tries will be pitting their skills against each 
other on the River Tryweryn near Bala, 
North Wales. Bala was the scene of the pre­ 
worlds last year, when the only thing the 
organisers didn't get right was the weather. 
Director Stan Cooper and his army of volun­ 
teers are now working on that! Seriously 
though there was only one possible verdict 
on last year's event ... an unqualified success 
and a credit to everyone who competed or 
help to organise. 

In the past the world championships 
have been held in the Alpine countries or 
Canada because we cannot guarantee the 
water over here. Like many rivers in Wales 
the Tryweryn was tremendous in spate. 
But how many rivers are in spate in high 
summer? 

This is where the Welsh Water Author­ 
ity took a hand. The Tryweryn runs from 
the Llyn Celyn dam down into Bala Lake. 
The authority releases agout 250 million 
gallons of water from the dam which surges 
down the course providing a demanding 
test even for the best paddlers. 

Those canoeists familiar with the 
Tryweryn will have noticed last year how 
much work has gone into "landscaping" 
the river, There is now a sort of culvert 
arrangement known as the Irish Bridge near 
the start of the wild water race. Further 
down, through the graveyard, a new per­ 
manent base has been laid on the river bank 
at the start of the slalom course. In the 
bridge just below and on various bends 
rocks have been rearranged or moved to 
provide an even better course. 

For the competitors there is an even 
more welcome piece of landscaping part 
way down the slalom course footpath. 

PROGRAMME 
July 16: 
July 17: 

July 18: 

July 19: 
July 20: 
July 21: 
July 22: 

July 23: 

July 24: 

Wild Water race practice event 
Wild Water race individual 
events 
Wild Water race team events 
Medals ceremony 
Competitors practice 
Competitors practice 
Slalom practice event 
Slalom individual events 
Men's individual kayak 
Men's Canadian doubles 
Slalom individual events 
Ladies individual kayak 
Men's Canadian singles 
Mixed Canadian doubles 
Slalom team events 
Medals ceremony 
Closing ceremony. 

Remember the rock face you used to 
climb while precariously holding on to a 
piece of rope? Well it's gone. There is now 
a wide, clean path all the way down the 
course, complete with steps. Vast areas of 
scrub have been cleared and trees pruned to 
provide excellent views for spectators the 
whole length of the course. 

Anyone who was in Bala for the pre­ 
worlds will remember forever the splash of 
colour and wonderful mix of nationalities, 
Americans, Germans, Japanese, Swedes, 
Austrians, Aussies, and many more have 
booked almost every hotel room, guest 
house and camp site in the area. However 
Canoe 81 administration office in Bala 
(Telephone Bala 520118) has set up an 
accommodation officer to help you find 
somewhere to eat and sleep. 

Competitors practice starts on July 11 
for four days until the grand opening 
ceremony on July 15. 
A quick note about prices. There is no charge 
for the Wild Water race nor for the unofficial 
practice for Slalom. On the official slalom 
practice day ther-e will be a charge of 50p. 
For the actual slalom days the admission 
charges are £1 for adults and 50p for 
children under 14. Three day tickets cost 
£2.40 for adults and £1.20 for children. 

There have been generous grants and 
help in kind from many sources but these 
still do not meet the cost of putting on 
the event and the admission prices, pro­ 
gramme charges and sale of souvenirs will 
all go towards meeting the cost of staging 
the event. In return the canoeists of Britain 
will have a permanent slalom site which is 
one of the finest in the world. However the 
cost of staging the event is about £400,000 
which compares favourably with Canada's 
£1.25 million a couple of years ago. 

If you are visiting the event try to catch 
the opening ceremony. Bala is a delightful, 
unspoiled town and to see the mile long 
procession march proudly down a main 
street packed with spectators adds Olympic 
spirit to the whole affair. Local children, 
brass bands, silver bands, flags, national 
costumes add up to a moving spectacle. 

Canoe 81 also has a massive trade site. 
There are marquees selling all sorts of 
mementoes including some highly original 
posters, along with refreshment tents and 
other services all prepared to cater for an 
estimated audience of up to 15,000 people 
a day. This number is swelled by about 
2,000 competitors and officials. 

On the entertainment side every pub in 
the town is packed and going full swing 
every night, there are Eisteddfod artists, 
discos, receptions and displays by the Red 
Arrows Free Fall parachute team. 

It is easy to talk glibly about the wel­ 
come in the hill side but one thing is for 
certain. The councils and other authorities 
in Wales have played a major role and been a 
constant source of advice and help. It is this 
involvement with the local community that 
adds the human element to this competition. 
Bala will turn into a sort of Olympic village 
for the fortnight where competitors will 
mix freely with spectators. 

It is the biggest thing ever to happen in 
canoeing in this country and everyone will 
want to echo Max Boyce's famous catch 
phrase and say: "I was there." 
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CHRIS HAWKESWORTH LTD. 
WILD-WATER CENTRE 
GLASSHOUSES MILL 
HARROGATE 
1-lG3 50H 
0423 711624/5 

OUR SHOP 
WILL BE OPEN ALL SUMMER 

(March 30th to Oct. 31st) 
Weekdays 8 a.m to 5 p.m. 
Plus Thurs. 8 a.m to 8 p.m. 
& Sats. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

IF YOU CANT 
call in, why not take advantage of our 
excellent mail order service? Most items 
available for same day despatch. 
Send SAE, or ring for free brochure 
and pricelist 

OUR FILMS 
Now available on video cassette, 
VHS and Beta 
Wide range of canoeing films plus sailing 
climbing, and potholing. 

Send SAE + 20p Stamps for Brochure 

CHRISFILM & VIDEO LTD. 
GLASSHOUSES MILL 
HARROGATE 
HG3 5QH 
0423 711310 

llFEMASTER' 
llf EJACKETS 

!MANUFACTURED TO BS 35951 

ARE RECOMMENDED BY THE BRITISH CANOE UNION 
FOR USE BY THEIR MEMBER::; 

YOUR SAFETY 
IS OUR CONCERN 

TRUST "LIFEMASTER. 
GENEROUS DISCOUNTS OFFERED TO B.C.U. MEMBERS 

Full details and prices from: 

[Vff/ 
VACUUM REFLEX LIMITED 

Barrack Square. Martla•ham lndu•trial E•tata. lp•wlch. Suffolk IPS 7RF 
Telephone: lp•wlch (0473) 1124080 

SUPPLIERS TO THE MINISTRY Of DEFENCE. OVERSEAS GOVERNMENT~. NS SA, 
8.C.U. Oil COMPANIPS, PORT ANO HARBOUR AUTHORITIES, CIVIL ENGINEERING 
COMPANIES. WATER BOARDS. FIRE BRIGADES.CENTRAL ELECTRICITYCifNFRATINC. 
BOARD, LOCAL AUTHORITIES, ANO SCOUT GROUPS THROUGHOUT THf CO\,INTRY 

Y.H.A. SAILING CLUBS. TRAD£ OUTLETS. £TC 

CANOES AT 
SENSIBLE PRICES 

CANOES: SLALOM, TOURING, WHITEWATER 
CANADIAN & DOUBLES, GENERAL 
PURPOSE AND TRAINERS. 

CHOOSE from our comprehensive range, over 
25 designs catering for the ENTHUSIAST, 
NOVICE and FAMILY. Be it competition orfun 
we have it. Popular models include KW7, KW4 
SNIPE, LINDESFARNE. 

DON'T MISS THE BOAT, for details contact: 

D. & S. MARINE LIMITED, 
UNITS 9/10, 
SEDDUL BAHR, 
ALLINGTON LANE, 
WEST END, 
SOUTHAMPTON. 
Tel: 04218/3379. 
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Going for Gold . • • 
Britain has a strength in depth for the coming World Championships that gives 
our greatest hope and confidence ever of sweeping the board. 
Every member and potential member of our teams has been in dedicated training 
for many months. Excellence is achieved only at great personal cost and many 
have risked career opportunities and made immediate personal sacrifices to 
achieve honour for Britain. 
Substantial help for our paddlers and sport has come from the Sports Council 
and the Sports Aid Foundation. 
The Sports Aid Foundation is a fund-raising company committed to providing 
financial help to international athletes to assist with their training and competi­ 
tion schedules. Canoeists have been greatly aided by the SAF. Featured are our 
four paddlers who are in receipt of an 'elite' grant This is substantial cash help 
granted only to an individual of World Champion potential. 

Elizabeth St. Clare Radford (nee Sharman) Age 23 Ladies K 1 Slalom 
Club: Bury St. Edmunds 
Commenced canoeing 1974. From novice to Division 1 - 1975. Won the British Schoolgirls 
Open Championships. 1978 - British Champion. 
7th in Europa Cup Series. 2nd at Pre-World Championships Jonquire Canda. 1st British Open, 
Llangollen, Gold Medal, Tryweryn International. 
1979 -· British Champion. Silver Medal, World Championships, Jonquire, Canada. 

1st at Bala, Augsburg, Lofer, Llangollen Internationals, 2nd at Merano. Plus team 
2nd and 3rd. 

1980 - British Champion 
Coached by Geroge Radford, whom she has subsequently married, Liz is currently in 

full-time training at the West Midlands Centre of Excellence under Ken Langford. 

Robert Campbell. Aged 25 
Mens K 1 Wild Water Racing 
Commenced canoeing about 10 years old, 

paddling on local river and then joining 
Viking Canoe Club. Gravitated to slalom, 
paddling for Britain, before specialising in 
Wild Water Racing, becoming an International 
paddler in 1978. 

1979 Silver medal, individual and 
Bronze Team medals at World Champion­ 
ships, Jonquiere, Canada, 1979/80 British 
Champion. 2 Team Gold Medals and a 
Silver Medal, in Europa Cup events. 

Robert is in full-time training under 
Martin Bosher's guidance operating from the 
Viking Canoe Club at Bedford. 

We wish all our contenders every success at Bala and Nottingham. 
We ask every member to support our paddlers by attending these exciting events 
- and bringing family and friends. 
We thank the Sports Aid Foundation for their vital generous support of individual 
athletes. 
We thank most sincerely the Sports Council and the other public and private 
bodies who have made it all possible. 

Martyn Hedges. Aged 24. 
Mens C1 Slalom 
Clubs: Bath and Windsor. 
Martyn is the first British paddler to ac­ 
hieve world status in slalom C1 paddling. 

A member of the British Slalom and 
Wild Water Racing teams since 1974. 
British Slalom Champion 1975, 76, 77, 
79, 80. Wild Water Racing Champion 
1976, 77, 80. Martyn was runner-up in all 
cases in the intervening years. In 1980 he 
moved into No 1 position internationally 
when he became European Champion, 
winning three of the events, and then taking 
the Gold Medal at the Bala pre-World 
Championships. 

Martyn has taken his finals for a 8.Sc 
Honors Degree in Microbiology, and is 
currently in full time training under the 
supervision of Torn. Hudson on a sports 
scholarship scheme at Bath University. 

Richard Munro Fox. 
Mens K 1 Slalom 

Age 20 

Club' Stafford and Stone 
Commenced slalom 1975. Obtained 2nd 
place in first Senior International event 
Moutalhal (Switzerland) 1977. 

Gold Medal at Merano (Italy) Inter­ 
national 1979. Bronze individual and Gold 
team medals, World Championships, Jon­ 
quiere, Canada 1979. 1980 British Cham­ 
pion and Runner Up in Europa Cup (1st at 
Beiul-sur-Royal, Spain). 

Coached by Ken Langford, Richard has 
been in full time training, based at the West 
Midlands Centre of Excellence, since 
September 1980. His registration as a 
student at Birmingham University being 
voluntarily suspended for a year to enable 
him to concentrate on his preparation. 
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Canoe 81 - Paddlers Profile 

ALAIN LEBAS - FRANCE 
Not a typical Paris policeman Alain has 
achieved success at World Championships 
in a number of different events. Whilst 
his most pleasing success must have been 
his first medal in the K2 1,000 in 1978 
the prize he will most cherish is the silver 
medal in the K1 1,000m in Moscow. Alains 
improvement has been steady over a 
number of years but his determination 
has reaped reward. If Western Eu rope 
are to win medals in Nottingham then the 
French, and Alain Lebas in particular, 
seem good prospects. 

A Briton to watch 

GRAYSON BOURNE 
Grayson was the fastest man in Britain 
last year, occupying the 500 m K1 slot 
of the Moscow Games. As a full time 
paddler he left his home town of 
Chelmsford some years ago to live in the 
middle of the strong southern clubs of 
Royal & Richmond. At twenty two 
Grayson got close to the Olympic Final 
but after another hard winters training 
I am sure he will be hoping to go one 
place better this year and make the 
World Championship Final. 

PARFENOVICH - RUSSIA 
No stranger to Nottingham shores Parfeno­ 
vich turned the Olympic Regatta into his 
own personal event with wins in the K1 
500M, K2 500m and K2 1,000m. 

A student at the Belorussia Physical 
Culture Institute and a member of the 
Krosnoye Znamya Club in Minsk he start­ 
ed canoeing in 1973 and has now, at the age 
of twenty three, achieved a dream many 
sprint con oeist have. 

RUDIGER HELM - EAST 
GERMANY 
Twice Olympic K1 Champion, powerhouse 
in the immensely powerful East German 
K4 (Olympic Champions) Rudigar Helm is 
one of the sports institutions. His domin­ 
ance in the 10,000m events at previous 
International Regattas has been almost 
frightening and no doubt he will be the 
man to look out for. 

Weather conditions can mean a great 
deal at Holme Pierrepont and the distinctive 
all blue, East German boats are likely 
to be affected more than most if the course 
begins to get choppy. However, Rudigar 
Helm must be the firm favourite for at least 
one of the individual K 1 events in 
Nottingham. 

BIRLADEANU OR DIBA - 
ROMANIA 
It is difficult to know which Romanian will 
be more dominant this year. Birladeanu 
gained the bronze medal in the 1,000m 
K1 in Moscow and not to be outdone. Diba 
won the bronze medal for the 500m dis­ 
tance. 

Diba is the man with the track record. 
Twice World Champion previously, he 
stands out in my mind for his performance 
in Sophia during the 1977 Worlds. Nearing 
the end of the 1,000m K 1 final he stopped 
paddling, turned to look over his left shoul­ 
der at Helm, He was far enough ahead of 
the field to collect himself, carry on and 
still win by over a length. 

A return to the form he showed on that 
day would bode well for Romania's chances. 

INAR RUSSMUSAN - NORWAY 
The Norwegien team did not compete at 
Moscow and one of their Kayak team must 
have felt the disappointment more than 
most. Before the Olympics, lnar paddling 
with Olaf Soylan held the World 1,000m 
K2 Championship. They had beaten the 
Russians at the Sportakiad and-lnar held the 
silver medal for the 10,000m K 1 event 
having been beaten by Janie. lnar will most 
probably race his single in Nottingham in all 
of the events, knowledge of his training 
methods and personal motivation can only 
lead us to believe that this sports student 
from Oslo is a golden prospect. 

JEAN PIERRE BURNEY - 
BELGIUM 
Certainly one of the greatest Whit, Water 
Racers in the world. Four times World 
Champion over a period of ten years. 
Now at th irtysix years of age Jean appear­ 
ed to have retired last year, but who should 
appear at the top of the Wild Water list 
at the First International race of 1981. 

Jean works in the Ministry of Sport 
and has moved nearer to Brussels 
recently, away from his native Ardennes. 

If Burney is fit he is quite likely to be 
seen at Nottingham as he is a highly talented 
racing paddler with a number of exceptional 
results at World Sprint Championships 
behind him. 
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ULRIKE DEPPE -WEST GERMANY 
Ulrike is the Europa Cup Slalom Champion 
and has been very successfu I in that particular 
competition for a number of years. Success 
at a World Championships has been illusive 
and at twenty seven this may well be her 
last chance of winning the individual title. 

Ulrike works as a librarian in Neuss, 
Westfalen and has been canoeing for eleven 
years during which time she has attended six 
World Championships in both Slalom and 
Wild Water Racing. 

A Briton to watch 

ALBERT KERR 
The 1977 World Slalom Champion was 
"judged" out of a Silver medal in 
Jonquiere in spite of protests by several 
national teams and video tape evidence. 

As a salesman for Pyranha Mouldings, 
Albert has been able to contribute his 
knowledge and experience to the 'Red 
Boats' to be used by the mens kayak 
team in the defence of their World K 1 
Team title. 

At twentyseven this is probably 
'Brambles' last chance at the individual 
title but with an incredible capacity to 
succeed on the day and with his know­ 
ledge of this particular course Albert 
Kerr may well be World Champion for 
a second time in July 1981. 

Warning: This man is allergic to 
red poles! 

GISELA GROTHAUS -WEST 
GERMANY 
Whilst her home is in Berlin Giseal is at 
present a student in Toulouse at the 
University. 

Whilst Gisela is not the present Wild 
Water Racing Ladies Champion she has 
won that honour on four previous 
occasions. Having already won the Europa 
cup events last year she went on to finish at 
the top of the ranking in PreWorlds at Bala. 

ALISTAIR MUNRO (Bluebell) and 
JOCK YOUNG 
Alistair is a student at Paisley Technical 
College and lives in Greenock. Britain's 
best Canadian doubles paddlers Young and 
Munro have made gradual progress over the 
last few years until along with the rest of 
the team they gained the Team Gold at the 
second of the Europa Cup events last year. 
Jock is twenty five, hails from Edinburgh 
and is a teacher of technical subjects at 
Penicuik High School. 

Paddling a new boat this year Jock and 
Bluebell received at the Pre-Worlds, the only 
individual crew medal Britain has ever won. 
See action photograph on page 27. 

CATHY HEARN - USA 
This twenty three year old stole the show 
in 1979 at the Jonquiere Worlds. World 
Individual Salalom Champion, World Team 
Slalom Champion and World Wild Water 
Team Champion. 

Since Janquiere Cathy's results in 
Europe have not reflected the dominance 
she showed in Canada. A third place in the 
1980 Europa Cup behind Deppe and 
Radford could only reinforce her need for 
some hard work this last winter. 

Welsh National 
Canoe Exhibition 
BRIDGEND RECREATION 
CENTRE 
Saturday 10th October 1981 
Canoes of every size and shape will be on 
display at the 1st Welsh National Canoe 
Exhibition. 

Welsh Canoe Clubs and Manufacturers 
will be present to offer thier advice and 
information on the various aspects of this 
sport. 

The Welsh Canoeing Assocation caters 
for the needs of Canoeists in Wales, and 
what better way to do it than at a Welsh 
Exhibition complete with H.O. desk, shop 
and its many specialist Committees and 
Disciplines. 

At the Welsh Canoe Exhbition you 
will be able to see and buy the latest in 
Canoe equipment, you can also enjoy some 
of the world's finest Canoeing films. 

Take this great opportunity to visit the 
1st Welsh Canoe Exhibition and bring along 
your friends and maybe next year the Welsh 
Canoe Association will be able to extend 
the Exhibition over two days. 

Goodies from Bala 
£1,000 GRAND DRAW 
Prizes totalling over £1,000 can be won 
in Canoe '81 Bala's Grand Draw. Star 
prizes are Gwyd W/W Snipe Kayak, 
Gaybo W/W Kayak, Granta Kayel 
wooden Canadian Canoe Kit, Nomad 
Supermann Slalom Kayak, P.&H. Slalom 
Kayak, plus many more prizes which 
include paddles, clothing, buoyancy 
aids, helmets, etc. 

A book of four tickets costs £1 and 
can be obtained from: Canoe '81 Bala, 
Town Council Offices, High Street, 
Bala, Gwynedd, North Wales. 

Please enclose a stamped addressed 
envelope. Tickets are also available 
at some Slaloms and du ring the Event. 

SOUVENIR HANDBOOK 
The Slalom and Wild Water World 
Championship Souvenir Handbook is 
now available. These can be obtained 
from the Bala Office at a price of 60p 
which includes postage and packing. 

ACTION POSTERS OF FAMOUS 
NAMES 
The official World Championship posters 
are of Bob Campbell, Richard Fox, Liz 
Sharman, and Martin Hedges and cost 
only 50p plus 25p postage and packing 
for any number of posters. Send your 
order to the Bala Office. 

OFFICIALS SWEAT SHIRTS 
The Officials Sweat Shirts are now avail­ 
able from Bala. The Royal Blue, 'V' 
necked tops are £5.00 but the order 
forms should be returned by the 31st 
May 1981. 
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py,anha 
WATERSPORTS CENTRE 

THE COMPLETE SERVICE 

1PREMIER' - 
THE NEW SLALOM KAYAK FROM PYRANHA 
ON ITS FIRST OUTING TOOK 1st, 3rd, and 4th PLACES AT GRANDTULLY 
PREMIER EVENT THIS SEASON 

PYRANHA MAIL ORDER SERVICE 
WE AIM TO DESPATCH WITHIN TWO DAYS OF RECEIVING ORDERS SO IF YOU 
CAN NOT CALL IN - CALL US. IT IS SO EASY, WE TAKE ACCESS - 
BARCLAY CARD - TELEPHONE ORDERS. 

Price 
Inc. VAT P&P 

4oz Nylon Canoe Cags - red or blue - ·s·, 'M', 'L', 'Ex L' 16.10 .95 
4oz Nylon Spraycovers - please state boat 8.50 .75 
Rip Stop Competition Cag - blue, blue, red or yellow, black, red 11.50 .95 
Pyranha Buoyancy Aid - red or blue - ·s·, 'M', 'L', 'Ex L' 16.50 1.25 
Harishok Competition Vest 18.30 1.25 
Harishok Life Decks - please state boat 31.00 1.25 
Nylon Canoe Mittens - Kayak, red or blue 6.40 .75 
Paddle Bags - full length zip, holds 2-3 pairs 12.50 .95 
Ace Crash Helmet - Standard 6.92 1.00 
Ace Crash Helmet - Polycarbonate (Translucent Cherry) 8.62 1.00 
Romer Crash Helmet 11.50 1.00 

Azzali wooden paddles - kayak - wooden or metal tip 35.00 3.00 
Azzali alloy shaft wood blade - wooden or metal tip 28.00 3.00 
Azzali C.1. Slalom Paddle - wooden or metal tip 23.00 2.00 
Azzali Kit - 2 blades + alloy shaft - wooden or metal tip 25.00 3.00 
Azzali Blades Only - each - wooden or metal tip 11.50 1.00 
Freeblades - Slalom Kayak paddles 29.90 3.00 
Blades N.W. Paddles - Kayak 38.80 3.00 
Ace Rapid Paddles - Kayak - Curved Blades 23.57 3.00 
Mohawk Paddles - Kayak - Flat Blades 15.70 2.50 
Mohawk Paddles - Canadian 8.80 2.00 
Ply Flat Blades - unvarnished 3.22 .75 
Alloy Shafts 4ft 3.20 2.50 
Pyranha Woolen Jumpers V Neck, Blue - ·s·, 'M', 'L', 'Ex L' 16.50 1.00 
H.H. Lifa Tops Turtle Neck 5.95 .95 
H.H. Life Super Vest Long Sleeves 5.90 .95 
Swedish Roofracks 21.50 3.00 
·u· Bars (Canoe Holders) 13.80 3.00 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE V.A.T. AND ARE TRUE AT TIME OF PRINTING 

PYRANHA, MARINA VILLAGE, PRESTON BROOK, RUNCORN WA7 30W 
....._ TEL: 0928 716666 -------------- 

Opposite: Scotland in action, Young and Munro at Crystal Palace - Photo: Jim Bright 





THE UNBEATABLE 
ELECTRONIC 
5poRTSWATCH 
F For athletics . 
or refere gymn . . swimming 
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atch. moisture proof · s 
A marvel of precisi ' super-accurate 
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The Rapid is a new paddle from 
AC. Canoe Products, with 

· exceptional strength along its 
entire length 
To find the secret of its 

outstanding strength you must 
look inside. Beneath a hard 
integral skin is a core of foamed 
glass fibre reinforced polypropylene, 
which incorporates an 
aluminium insert running the 
entire length of the blade, for extra 
strength and rigidity. 

This unique construction, 
combined with a blade shape 
designed by top Olympic and 
white water canoeists, with today's 
paddling techniques in mind, 
results in a paddle which is 
maintenance-free, will not sink and 
- most important of all - is 
virtually indestructible. 

Blades - blue with 
contrasting decal. 
Shaft - blue PVC coated 
aluminium, ovalled at hand 
grips. 
Available assembled 
(206-212 cm) or as kits. 
Available now from canoe 
manufacturers and dealers 
or direct from A.C. Canoe 
Products Ltd., P.O. Box 62, 
Chester. Tel. Chester (0244) 
311711 
Specialist manufacturers of canoe 
and kayak paddles and helmets. 

Yes, it's a stop-watch. 
Recording 60 minutes and on, correct to 
100th part of one second 
Yes, it does lap-times. 
Press a button to start: press another to 
display lap-time, press again to carry on 
timing. 
Yes, it holds 1st and 2nd times. 
Hold winner's time in display: stop 
memory for runner-up time, for later 
displa)' 
Yes, ,t does time-out. 
Measures actual playing time. 
eliminating the time-out. 
Yes, it's a watch. 
Digital read-out: hours, minutes, seconds 
eg 12.29.55. 
Yes, it's a calendar. 
Press a button and the time Is replaced 
by month, day and the day of the week eg 7 3.15.SU. 
Yes, it's illuminated. 
Press another button to illuminate the 
LED display in the clock and flash a light 
on your notebook. 
Yes, you wear it round your neck. 
It has a built-in lanyard, to keep the 
SportsWatch at a working level. 

Send £20·00 cheque or PO. to. 
Buy Mail Order, 
41 Pilcher Gate, 
Nottingham NG11QF 
or quote Barclay or Access card number. I 
Money back guarantee. 1f retumec wurun 
10 days 

Canoeing Holidays in Scotland 

Two self-catering Hostels on the banks of the River 
Spey. Available for groups interested in canoeing, 
walking, skiing etc. 

INSH HALL on Loch lnsh, part of the upper Spey 
System and 14 miles from the Cairngorm Chairlift, 
has accommodation for 45 in 4 and 6 bunked 
rooms. 6 miles from Aviemore it offers a central 
base for the descent of the upper Spey. 

BALLINDALLOCH HOSTEL situated 200 yards 
from and overlooking the Spey just above the River 
Avon junction. A newly converted railway station 
with accommodation for 1 6. The Hostel is on the 
new Speyside walkway, 14 miles from the Lecht 
ski grounds. 

Both Hostels have showers and drying facilities 
and are within easy driving distance of the Ness, 
Findhorn, Avon, Dee and Tay. Ballindalloch Hostel 
is only 25 miles from the surfing beaches of the 
North East Coast. Canoeing, Sailing, Skiing, hire, 
instruction and full holiday courses based at these 
centres are also available. 

Full details from: Clive Freshwater 
lnsh Hall, 
Kincraig, 
Inverness-shire 
(Tel: 05404 272) 
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r, 
- VICTORIA ROAD. 
SOUTH SHIELDS, 
TYNE & WEAR. 

ENGLAND. 
Tel: (0632) 563197. 

H LJNTSMAN -- the sea kayak for all reasons, all seas and all 
seasons - proven in extreme conditions, light, fast and stable. Try it and you 
will know why it is the experts choice. 

H £ R Q N - the kayak designed for 
the novice; stable with rounded gunwhales, 
safety lines, comfortable seat and cockpit and 
a directional stability that makes you want to 
paddle on. 

HARRIER HA WK 
the all purpose kayak which can be 
manoeuvred through white water; travel 
the coastline; has the capability for inland 
touring, yet is an enjoyable surf boat; stable 
in heavy water but buoyant and easy to roll. 
What more do you need! 

HURON - Britain's foremost range of Open 
Canadian Canoes, available in three sizes. 14ft for the 
single or double paddlers; 16ft for the connoisseur, 
single or double; and 18ft for two or four 
paddlers. In the 
white water of 
Lapland or the 
local lake - the 
Huron range 
Unbeatable. 

7 
Please send for free brochure of: 
SUPA NOVA competition kayaks 
HIGH NOVA competition kayaks 
HARRIER HAWK all purpose kayaks 
Junior HARRIER junior kayak 
HURON 14', 16', 18' open Candian 

canoes 
HURRICANE surf kayak 
HORIZON double kayak 
HUNTSMAN sea kayak 
CHANDLERY 
Please tick the brochure required 

Name. 
Address. 

.CF 

HURRICANE - for the freedom 
of surfing. The surf machine for the big waves. 
Fast, highly manoeuvrable, built in adjustable fin. 
For fun or competition it has to be a Hurricane. 

VICTORIA ROAD, 
SOUTH SHIELDS, 
TYNE & WEAR, 

ENGLAND. 
Tel: (06321 563197. 
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GLENMORE LODGE 
National Outdoor Training Centre 

Aviemore 
Canoeing courses this summer - 

Introductory, Intermediates and Advanced White Water; Scottish Rivers - Grand 
Tour; Spey River Descent; Slalom Race Training; Kayaking - 

Trainee Instructors Inland, and Senior Instructors Training Assessment. Prices from 
£34.50 to £115.00. Brochure from the Scottish Sports Council. 

The Scottish Sports Council 1 St Colme Street Edinburgh EH3 6AA {r;31~225 8411 

KRAl<ATOA 
CANOES AND ACCESSORIES 

Thinking of taking up canoeing? Hoping to make the British Team and compete at Bala this 
summer? Whatever your present standard, Krakatoa have just the boat for you, We have our 
superb "Elektra" range of top flight slalom kayaks: see them in action at Bala - you will be 
impressed! We have the "Cosmic Pro Slalom" kayak: built for the beginner at an unbeatable 
price. We also have touring singles, touring doubles, swimming pool canoes, general purpose 
canoes: all supplied from stock at really competitive prices. We always have large stocks of 
paddles and accessories plus plenty of friendly service and advice. So next time you need a new 
canoe or a pair of paddles, or advice on anything to do with canoeing contact us - you won't 
regret it. 
KRAKATOA MOULDINGS, ST JOHNS WORKS, BEDFORD. TEL: 0234 63031 
SHOWROOM OPEN: 8.30 - 5.30 WEEKDAYS+ MOST SATURDAYS 9.00 - 1.00 

30 



HOLIDAY NOTES 
Canoe Canada 
It's almost impossible to count the cano­ 
able lakes and rivers in Canada, a country 
that contains 15 per cent of the world's 
known fresh water supplies. 

Fortunately for canoeists, there are 
many well trodden routes that provide 
plenty of excitement but with the safety 
of having other canoeists in the vicinity. 
Really experienced canoeists can try out 
virgin rivers or take routes that last for 
20 days or more. 

Within the last couple of years a few 
British tour operators have begun to include 
canoeing holidays in their brochures which 
solves many of the problems of finding 
outfitters, maps and so forth. 

One company providing very innovative 
tours is Twickenham Travel, the UK general 
sales agent for Yukon-based Rainbow 
Adventure Tours. 

Ten to 14 days canoe trips on the Yukon 
River following the Klondike Gold Rush 
route are combined with Arctic camping 

tours, rafting and hiking expeditions to 
provide a really stimulating experience in 
Canada's northern region. Some trips in­ 
clude Alaska. Prices (excluding transatlantic 
airfare) commence at £352 and include all 
equipment except a sleeping bag. Further 
details from Twickenham Travel, 84 
Hampton Road, Twickenham, Middlesex. 

North Saskatchewan is one of Canada's 
great wilderness sanctuaries and Suffolk­ 
based All Canada Travel and Holidays can 
organise four or seven-night trips to the 
region. Both commence with an afternoon's 
canoeing familiarisation and a night at the 
main lodge on Otter Lake. 

The seven-night route covers six lakes 
spread over 68 miles with 18 portages. 17 
aluminium canoes weighing just 75 lbs are 
used, each canoe being outfitted for two 
people. The cost (£127 for four nights or 
£167 for seven) includes airfare from 
Saskatoon to La Ronge, transfer to Otter 
Lake, two nights' accommodation at the 
lodge_ food. all equipment and a profes­ 
sional guide. 

Sweden 
The White Water School in Are, Sweden, 
run teaching courses from basic to advanced 
wild water paddling in some of the most 
magnificent countryside. 

The river water is pure enough to drink 
and the thousands of rapids of varying diffi­ 
culties make this part of Sweden one of the 
most natural and challenging environments 
in which to learn or improve your capabili­ 
ties. 

Are is the most famous ski centre in 
Sweden, one day's car drive from Gothen­ 
burg, in the province of Jamtland. The best 
way of getting to Are is on the Felixstowe­ 
Gotherburg ferry and from there by train or 
car. Accommodation is available from camp 
sites to first class hotels and food can be on 
a self-catering basis or using some of the 
excellent restaurants in the area. 

Equipment for canoeing is provided 
with boats supplied by Gaybo Limited so 
if you are interested or would like more 
details write to Lennart Ekstedt, 830 05 
Jarpen, Sweden. 

Prices of courses: 5 days £45, Groups of 
10 or more £40 (inclusive of equipment, 
instructors and transport during the course. 

Pub Food 

Whilst we appreciate that crossing the threshold of hostelries is a 
completely foreign experience to the vast majority of members, we 
did receive in the office one of seven Pub Food Guides for the 
Midlands and the South. 

Covering 200 pubs for the grand total of 36p these guides should 
help you to find establishments who serve such excellent dishes as 
Pork in Marsala Wine, Scotch salmon and Grilled Halibut .. 

No doubt you can wash down farmhouse soup followed by Stow 
pie, wih the odd pint but first please contact: Donald Mackinnon, 
Whitbread Flowers Limited, Monson Avenue, Cheltenham, Glos. 
including 36p in postage stamps. 

Tin Mines and all that 
"Outdoor Adventure" is a new centre in Cornwall for activity 
courses and adventure holidays. The range of activities offered 
includes Canoeing, Canoe Surfing, Windsurfing, Fell Walking, Surf­ 
ing, and also Riding and Water Skiing. These are available as day 
courses or combined as complete 'Adventure Holidays' with 
accommodation overlooking the surf. 

The canoeing courses cover the basic BCU Star Tests and up 
to advanced level in whitewater, surf and sea canoeing. Special 
arrangements can be made with Schools, Colleges, and clubs to 
provide 'custom' courses to suit their particular requirements. 

In addition the facilities are available for instructor training and 
assessment, competition coaching etc. 

The Canoe Surfing is based at Widemouth Bay, a well known 
spot to canoe surfers. In addition to the canoe surfing courses are 
·'hire out" facilities for surf canoes, skis and boards. If the surfs 
not up why not try a windsurfing course or hire a windsurfer. 

For more details contact Jeff Gill, Outdoor Adventure, Forge 
Cottage, Clubworthy, North Petherwin, Cornwall. (056 685 303). 

Lerags House 
For self-catering holidays in Scotland, Lerags House is secluded but 
not remote, being off the main road but only four miles from Oban, 
holiday centre of the West Highlands. 

The Georgian House has been converted into flats without losing 
its country house atmosphere and attractive gardens slope down to 
the tidal inlet of Loch Feschan, with direct access across the fore­ 
shore. By leaving the Loch through a shallow channel canoeists can 
find some interesting waters such as "Corrievrechan", the "Falls of 
Lora" or Oban bay. 

Space is normally available between Easter and mid-May and 
from about mid-September as there are gaps in the normal pattern 
of family holidays however, it is possible the owners can fix you up 
in peak periods so do not hestitage to contact Charles and Kay 
Hunter, Lerags House, by Oban, Argyll, PA34 4SE, Scotland. 

Aviemore 
The Aviemore Holiday Motel is offering three holidays afloat this 
summer on Loch Morlich and the River Spey in the Cairgorm 
mountains. 

Canoeing, Sailing, and Windsuring are offered in the Try-a­ 
Sport range of holidays which includes hill-walking, skating and 
fishing. All these water activities are based at a new boathouse 
with showers, toilet, changing and lecture facilities although all 
meals and accommodation are at the Aviemore Chalets Hotel, 
only a short walk from the Aviemore Centre. 

Leaflets and booking forms are available from Aviemore Chalets 
Motel, Inverness-shire, or from travel agents. Prices from £87 for 
five days. 

Free Canoe and 
Bike Holiday for Oldest Granny 
Energetic Grannies and Grandpas could be in for a free holiday, free 
bike and free canoe if they are prepared to take on the Low 
Countries by either method of transport this summer. 

YHA Travel, the travel agency arm of the long established Youth 
Hostels Association, recently announced their "Free Pedaller" and 
"Free Paddler" holidays, in which a bike and canoe are included in 
the price of the holiday to keep after the trip. 

YHA want to make it clear to would-be pedallers and paddlers 
of advancing years that they are just as welcome as the young. 

Travel Controller Alan Rodford says; "Not surprisingly, our 
name and association with youth and adventure holidays sometimes 
deters older people from booking. Some of our trips require no 
more energy than sitting on a plane and walking to the beach". 

For further information contact Alan Rodford, Youth Hostel 
Association, 14 Southampton Street, London WC2 7HY. 
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If you want to paddle 
yourowncanoe,why 
not build it? 

·• - 
' . 

.•. \,,,,. - _., 'J ' 
/ 

..,. 
' , . 

.;. -- •• e-'r- 

,,r _J • ,,. 

., 

Introducing the Comanche, the new single-seater, all purpose 
kayak from Strand Glassfibre. Safe, sturdy and reliable, it is the 
latest in a line of high quality kayaks and canoes you can build yourself. 

When you hire or purchase moulds for the Comanche, the Sioux 
two-seater kayak, or the Canadian family touring canoe, we'll supply the 
materials and tools, give you all the advice you need, and even arrange 
free demonstrations of the basic techniques to show you how easy it is. 

Strand Glassfibre are the biggest supplier of glassfibre materials 
and accessories, and we have branches throughout the country. There is 
sure to be one near you. 

§ strand glassfibre 
BrentwayTrading Estate,Brentford, Middlesex TW8 SER.Tel: 01-568 7191. 

Ashford, Birmingham, Brentford, Bristol, Cork, Derby, Dublin, 
Glasgow, Ilford, Leeds, Liverpool, Norwich, Plymouth, Portsmouth, Reading, Southampton, Stockport, Stockton. 
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During the past three years two fundamen­ 
tal developments have taken place in the 
design of canoes, su rt/racing skis and rescue 
craft which, hitherto, have not received the 
attention which they demand in this coun­ 
try. Many craft with these safety devices 
are already in four European countries, 
Scandinavia, North and South America, 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South 
Africa. In this country the main strong­ 
hold is South Wales, although several craft 
are scattered around elsewhere. The deve­ 
lopments referred to are Alan Byde's 
'Safety Cockpit' (or cockpit liner) and 
Gareth t.ucas's 'Tree Cockpit'. Anyone 
who has tested these devices and conse­ 
quently owned a craft, thereby gaining 
experience, would rarely, if ever, revert to 
the more conventional craft. To date the 
BCU and the larger manufacturers who, 
understandably, in difficult economic times 
do not want their canoes rocked, have taken 
little notice. 

There is an increasing need for improved 
safety at all levels of our rapidly growing 
sport. The greater use of the sea with its 
associated dangers, due to increased prob­ 
lems of access to rivers for the larger 
numbers of canoeists, added pressure on 
local rescue services as a result of more lei­ 
sure time, safe craft for instructing purposes 
and a need to reduce fatal and near fatal 
accidents, all mean that the manufacture of 
safer craft must take topmost priority. 
Safety Cockpits have been installed in 
slalom boats, sea touring craft, inland tour­ 
ing craft, rescue craft and children's boats 
whereas Tree Cockpits are widely used in 
surf boats, rescue boats, sea and long dis­ 
tance racing craft, and very recently have 
been installed in slalom boats. Any canoe 
fitted with these devices can be re-entered 
upside down in very rough water, rolled up 
and paddled immediately with full control 
without the use of a spray deck or pump 
and without assistance from another party. 
Alternatively, in flatter waters the craft can 
be rolled over and re-entered without assis­ 
tance - a!)ain without spray decks. 

What are these devices, how do they 
work and what situations suit them best? 
What are their advantages and disadvan­ 
tages? 

The Cockpit Liner is sealed by fibre­ 
glass around the cockpit rim and to the 
underside of the deck. Although touching 
at the bottom of the boat, it is not glassed 
to it. It, therefore, provides a sealed unit 

Safety Cockpit 

Safety 
Cockpits 
The Need for 
the Future 

by Nick Padwick 
leaving a void inside the canoe from the bow, 
round the sides of the liner into the stern. 
Buoyancy blocks in bow and stern would 
be fitted as normal to provide belt and 
braces safety. The footrest would be of 
polystyrene blocks or any convenient light 
material. The shape of the Cockpit Liner is 
such that in the event of a capsize without a 
spray deck, the canoe can be rolled up and 
about half a bucket of water would remain 
in the cockpit and full control is immediate­ 
ly available. Compare this with the half ton 
of water which, for example, a conventional 
waterlogged kayak would hold. Deep water 
rescues in very rough conditions are made 
simple, towing a canoe which has been sep­ 
arated from its occupant can be done up­ 
side down or the right way up without 
emptying, severe damage on rocks caused by 
a waterlogged canoe is virtually impossible 
at best and very unlikely at worst, even on 
the dumping beach. The added strength 
created in the canoe by the box section 
formed by the liner is enormous, providing 
protection for the canoeist and yet bearing 
in mind that the liner replaces the conven­ 
tional seat, seat braces, foot rest flanges, 
foot bar and fail safe clips, a completed 
kayak will only be about one half a kilo 
more in weight. 

One disadvantage of th is type of cock­ 
pit is that a hatch has to be fitted if it is 
required to store equipment in the canoe 
for a trip; however, this disadvantage is 
compensated for by the major advantage 
that any equipment so stored is retained in 
the canoe in the event of a capsize and can­ 
not get in the way during rescues. Another 
disadvantage is that in more parts of the 
canoe than normal, repair patches would 
have to be applied externally; however, for 
reasons which will be described later, the 
need for them has shown in practice to be 
much less. 

With the Tree Cockpit the canoeist sits 
on top of the craft with the tree held be­ 
tween his thighs as a brace. The deck is 
shaped to fit the canoeist's body and the 
footrest is adjustable as required. No spray 
deck is necessary and rolling the craft is as 
easy or even easier than for a conventional 
craft. The craft is completely sealed and 
forms an air tank which requires a drain 
cock. More recently the techniques have 
advanced even further whereby certain 
craft can be fitted with high pressure foam 
making them almost indestructible. There 
is a slightly different feel about the boat 
which requires no more than half an hour to 
get used to. 

The advantages of the Tree Cockpit over 
the conventional cockpits are the same as 
for the Safety Cockpit. There is a further 
advantage that some people, particularly 
novices on the sea or moving water, feel 
trapped in a conventional kayak should they 

turn over. Their confidence is much greater 
with the tee, you just fall offl 

There are some relative advantages and 
disadvantages between the two types. The 
tree design leads to a lower deckline which 
reduces the internal storage space and hence 
its use in touring craft would be unlikely. 
On the other hand, this is a tremendous ad­ 
vantage for rescue and racing craft. For 
rescue boats, a low lying deckline with re­ 
duced centre of gravity for handling patients 
is essential. For racing craft, windage is dra­ 
matically reduced. With the tree design the 
paddler's body is in contact with the atmos­ 
phere and water at all times, whereas with 
the Safety Cockpit his lower body and legs 
are inside two layers of glass fibre and hence 
the warmth factor has to-be considered. 
When racing, surfing or in slalom competi­ 
tions this is of little or no consequence pro­ 
vided wet suit protection is adequate since 
heat loss is easily balanced by heat develop­ 
ed by the paddler. For rescue work it is a 
positive advantage since getting on and off 
the craft is so easy that the extra speed of 
rescue is very considerable. For touring, 
particularly at sea, slalom, teaching in cold 
conditions and for those who prefer the 
conventional kayak approach, the Safety 
Cockpit is more advantageous. 

Returning to the general increased safety 
afforded by these cockpits, a completely 
different approach to canoeing is develop­ 
ing. This has already been seen with teach­ 
ing, racing, touring, self rescue and more ad­ 
vanced rescue techniques. Advanced rescue 
techniques developed over the years by the 
Surf Life Saving Association, both in this 
country and particularly in Australia, are 
possible. These include the roll over rescue 
of a patient, administering mouth to mouth 
resuscitation in deep water, instant self 
rescue inside large surf breaks or in deep 
rough water - the very places where even 
the most experienced want to get out of 
trouble, often very quickly and without in­ 
volving others. One reads in articles, on sea 
touring particularly, of the most ingenious 
methods of assisted rescue involving ropes, 
paddles, life jackets, exposure bags, etc. 
These ideas are all very well if time and 
situation allows them to be used and if there 
is sufficient immediately accessible storage 
to house all the equipment, and if the ropes 
do not get tangled up and if the boats can 
be held together to be pumped out, etc. 
Why bother? Get the boats right, learn how 
to use them and where is the problem? 

A Cockpit Tree 
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Item Description 

POSTERS 
Official World Championship Poster No. 1 (WWR) 
Official World Championship Poster No. 2 (Slalom) 
Official World Championship Poster No. 3 (Slalom) 
Official World Championship Poster No. 4 (W.W.) 

'T' SHIRTS 
Childrens: 24" 26" 28" 30" 32"' 
Colours: Yellow or White 
Adults: S. M. L. XL. 
Colours: Yellow or White in Large or Small design 

SWEATSHIRTS (not illustrated) 
Adu Its S. M. L. XL. 
Colours: American Grey, Navy, Blue. Red 
Design: 3" diameter as for slate 

HAND MADE WELSH POTTERY 
Tankards 
Goblets 
Wine Set 1 Decanter & 6 Goblets 

WELSH DOLLS 
Large 
Medium 
Small 

Car Stickers 
Badges 
Key Fobs 
Square Pens 
Quality Pens 
Budget Pens 
Special Offer - Budget Pens 5 for 

WELSH SLATE 
Wedge shaped winding clock 
Battery Wall Clock with Silver dial 
Battery Wall Clock Screen Printed 
Round Paper Weight 
Round Pen-holder 
Pin tray with Pen-holder 
Ash tray with Pen-holder 
6" 'Place Mats 
6" Plaques 
Thermometer 5½x3½ (Round face) 
Thermometer 5½x3½ (Square face) 
Thermometer 11 Yz.x5½ ( Round face) 
Clock on Slate slab 
Barometer on Slate slab 
Coasters (3¼" diam) 
Small Pendants 
6 Coasters in Presentation box 
6 Place Mats in Presentation box 

.50p 

.50p 

.50p 

.50p 

£2.50 

£2.99 

£6.99 

£1.99 
£1.99 

£16.84 

£2.60 
£1.90 
£1.45 

.40p 

.20p 

.50p 

.60p 

.B0p 

.25p 
£1.00 

£12.60 
£28.40 
£22.40 
£1.30 
£2.20 
£4.40 
£4.40 
£1.40 
£1.30 
£1.80 
£1.80 
£3.20 

£13.\)8 
£13.08 

.60p 

.50p 
£4.40 
£8.40 

Postage & Packing 
Please add 25p for individual items (12p Pens, Stickers. Badges. 
Key Fobs). 75p for bulk orders. 
Posters - please add 25p for any number 

PLEASE NOTE 
Large items of slate are not recommended for postage. However, 
arangements can be made for delivery/collection at various 
canoeing events throughout the country. 

Fibreglass 
Limited 

WORLD CHAMPION OR 
JUST BEGINNING 

Our range includes 

Slalom Kayaks 
Sea Canoes 

Touring Canoes 
Surf Canoes 

Bat Polo Canoes 
Canadian Canoes 
Plus 

A full range of accessories at very 
competitive prices 

Colour Catalogue and price list (S.A. E. please) from: 

P. & H. Fibreglass Limited 
Old Stanley Colliery, 
Station Road, 
West Hallam, 
llkeston, Derby. 
Tele: 0602 320155 

Canoe 
1981 

many other courses in 
Mountaineering, Climbing, 

Fishing, Orienteering, 
Environment and Photography 

Send for a free 
colour brochure. 

Book early to ensure 
a place. 

Plas y Brenin (bookings) 
Capel Curig, 
Betws y Coed, 
Gwynedd. 

Telephone: 06904 280 
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Trade News 
Trylon Ltd., of Wollaston, Northants announce the addition of the 
LYNX to their extensive range of canoe designs. 

The LYNX is a low line top flight competition slalom kayak, de­ 
signed exclusively for Try Ion, to the highest standards, by Krakatoa 
of Bedford. 

Moulds are available for hire or purchase with glassfibre materials 
so that you can build your own original 1981 design for around £50. 

We are also improving and extending our range of canoe accesso­ 
ries for this World Championship Year. Canoe Gags, extra buoy­ 
ancy Aids and lifejackets, additional spray decks including the 'one 
size' Drydeck are all new, as well as an updated range of paddles 
including the new POWERMASTER range from Lendals. 

Mountain Centre report on interesting development in Broughton­ 
in-Furness, Cumbria. 

The popular surfing beaches of South Cumbria and the adjacent 
rapid rivers of the Leven, Crake and Dudden have vastly increased 
the call upon the service of the staff of Mountain Centre for spares 
and repairs to keep the canoes rolling. Consequently, the premises 
in Broughton-in-Furness are being extended to better accommodate 
the full range of canoes stocked and displayed, as well as improved 
facilities for the cycling and mountaineering departments. 

The staff of Mountain Centre can provide advice on the choice 
of equipment based on considerable experience. Some members 
have an impressive array of national awards in the field of out-door 

-- Jim 
11,,_!9.C@~Vft§ 

CURIG 
N,WALES 

Give us a ring for friendly service 

06904-210 

pursuits. In addition to marketing, and a highly competitive mail 
order department, Mountain Centre staff are the authors of the 
popular book on Wild Water Canoeing. 

A. C. Product Chester - A plea from Robin Witter. "It has again 
come to my attention that, despite previous warnings, helmets 
similar in style to those which we manufacture for canoeing but 
which were originally intended for skateboarding are still being 
sold - usually at cheap prices - to canoeists. This was especially 
evident at the recent Canoe Exhibition at Crystal Palace. 

In my opinion these helmets - which are immediately recognis­ 
able by having metal press stud fastenings at the chin strap attach­ 
ment - are totally unfitted for canoeing use. Our own experience 
has shown that these buckles, which are made of ferrous material, 
will quickly rust up (even within a week or so of their being in con­ 
tact with water) and I would advise anyone not to purchase such 
helments - or if they have recently done so to return them to the 
supplier from whom they purchased them requesting a refund. It is 
also my opinion that all outlets selling helmets with these buckles 
are aware that they are unsuitable for use in water. 

I should add that helmets with a similar press stud fastening, but 
where the female adjustable part on the chin strap is of plastic 
material, will not cause this problem of corrosion - the opposite 
male part on the chin loop being of non-ferrous material. 

In conclusion I would suggest that all purchasers of helmets 
should do so from reputable suppliers and that Ace helmets as sup­ 
plied by us for canoeing purposes represent the best value for 
money on the market. 

We are proud to have been commissioned (so far) by the British, 
Canadian, Irish, West German and New Zealand National Teams to 
supply helmets for the forthcoming World Championships to be 
held on the Treweryn and to have been requested by the British 
Team authorities and others to supply helmets for all World Cham­ 
pionships since 1975". 

Yamaha's - For Sale. Canoe 81 Bala tell us that there are six brand 
new Yamaha generators available for purchase from them at £390 
each, Petrol driven, the generators produce 240 volts at 2.2 kva or 
12 volts at 10 amps. Please contact the Canoe 81 Office, High 
Street, Bala, Gwynedd. 

Southern Canoe Supplies want you to start the new Marathon racing 
season on the right footing. Southern Canoeing Supplies have 
joined forces with Wye Kayaks to market the most exciting racing 
kayaks to be launched for many years. The Mustang K1 and Puma 
K2 are manufactured to the high standards and quality that has 
given Wye Kayaks their excellent reputation, and feature a new 
design of rudder giving the kayaks exceptional manoeurability so 
important in the Marathon discipline. 

Fast and stable as these kayaks are, Southern believe that the Marathon 
paddler will take to these boats in a big way, not least of the attrac­ 
tions being the price. Instant credit/Hire purchase facilities will be 
available and tipical repayments over 1 year after the deposit of 
£63 are £2.50 to £3.50 per week. 

Southern Canoeing Supplies can be found at many Marth on 
races and Regattas so come along and try these exciting new kayaks. 

Wye Kayaks have a new telephone number. It is Herefore 57111 
(Factory). They are now area stockists for Krakatoa. 

Part of "Demerts" new range of Gordale clothing which includes 
anoraks and body warmers, some of which are totally waterproof 
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CANOES WORLDWIDE* 
Nerdkapp fer Expeditiens, Weekender - Inland & Sea Touring 
Viper SL - Low Profile Slalom, Caranoe - for the 
Disabled Canoeist" Plus 'Mould Hire, Materials & all Accessories. 

I 
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Dear FaEus_. 
DEE-TOUR. In the last issue the circumstances surrounding a 
fatality on the Dee at Llangollen during a Manchester Canoe Club 
tour were highlighted. 

Members' attention is drawn to the necessity of booking in 
advance on all touring activities, and complying with the requests 
of organisers for safety and general access reasons, to ensure that the 
use of sites is not jeopardised. Please note the contents of th is letter 
and the support given to Manchester Canoe Club by the Access, 
Coaching and Recreation Management Committee in the matter, 
who have stated: 
"The ACRMC welcomes clubs in general opening meets to all BCU 
members. Any BCU member, club or otherwise, wishing to attend 
meets by clubs other than their own, must apply to the organising 
club in advance, and abide by any conditions which have to be 
imposed. It was further agreed that a member who ignores the 
Canoeists Code of Conduct published by the BCU is in danger of 
bringing the sport into disrepute and all that this entials". 

Dear Sir 
The Manchester Canoe Club committee is concerned at the number 
of members of other clubs or unaffiliated individuals attending its 
tours uninvited and without even contacting the leader on arrival 
so that he may be aware that they are on the water. 

The Club welcomes visitors from other clubs but there may be 
occasions when it is necessary to limit the size of the meeting or to 
ensure a level of competence. 

Our own members have for long been expected to notify the 
leader if they propose to attend and similarly others should write to 
the organiser requesting permission to attend. 

This to be accompanied by a s.a.e. so that the organiser can 
return details of the type of paddler for whom the tour is intended, 
notes of the type of water conditions usually expected, any special 
requirements of landowners at start and finish points or of angling 
clubs controlling the water and also a statement that the Club can­ 
not accept responsibility for the safety of individuals or groups, 
this responsibility falling on the individual or group organiser apply­ 
ing to join the tour (MCC rules state that all persons taking part in 
club meets do so as individuals and the Club shall not be responsible 
for any injury which may occur to them or for any damage they 
may cause). 
Maurice Rothwell, Hon. Sec. Manchester Canoe Club. 

Following the article by Flt. Lt. Smith in the last issue of 'Focus' we 
are pleased to publish a reply from the Chairman of the Marathon 
Committee. 

Dear Sir, 
As a member of the international group which instigated the move 
towards recognition of Marathon Racing by the ICF about five 
years ago I am perhaps more aware of the background than Flt Lt 
Smith. 

When the rules were being drawn up for presentation to the 
1978 Congress, in London in February of that year, the BCU were 
host to something like nine or ten national representatives includ­ 
ing Andy Toro from USA. I believe the USCA design referred to is 
one of his. He is a Naval Architect by profession and has consider­ 
able Canadian experience including an Olympic medal in sprint C1. 
He supported, and indeed, pressed for dimensions which would 
make ONLY this style of Canadian eligible. As many of the nations 
who were using sprint Canadians in large numbers did not at that 
time either actively compete in, or support Marathon Racing, it was 
felt quite rightly in my opinion, unwise to MAKE them re-equip 
totally. After all the Kayaks - racing boats could be used. The 
argument against sprint Canadians was the high paddling position 
which the USCA design does not require. It is a multi-position 
paddling boat. 

To overcome this apparent problem the length and breadth 
restrictions of Canadian sprint boats were kept, but not the weight. 
Spray deck rules were also written. A LL these rules were compat- 

ible with the USCA design, making it possible for any prospective 
paddler to choose which he wants. 

Therefore the overiding theme of the article, ie encouragement 
of Canadians in Marathon, has mine and the Marathon Committee's 
wholehearted support. But there has not been any omission as far 
as design is concerned, or any neglect of the situation. We are now 
awaiting the next move of the ICF Marathon Sub-Committee, of 
which Andy Toro is the member for the Americas, before being 
able to take further action. 
A L Laws Chairman BCU Marathon Committee. 

Dear Sir, 
I read with interest in the last edition of Focus that B.C.M.A. has 
experienced concern about B.C.U. committee officers having com­ 
mercial canoeing interests, and that A.C.R.M.C. felt it foolish to 
turn down offers of help from competent people, with the proviso 
that the situation should be constantly monitored. 

I would like to know a lot more about this important issue as I 
have watched with concern the gradual 'take over' of some sections 
of our sport by persons with commercial interest. It has appeared 
to me to be dangerous to allow this practice to develop. It places a 
heavy responsibility on the Union to protect its members from ex­ 
ploitation and other manufacturers from unfair competition. 

Can we have more information on this issue in Focus so that 
our membership can be alerted to the dangers of allowing one 
person to serve the two roles of a commercial and voluntary repre­ 
sentative in canoeing? The question must always be asked as to 
which hat is being worn at any particular time. 

It would be informative to have published the full text of the 
B.C.M.A's letter to A.C.R.M.C., and to hear how that committee 
propose to monitor 'on an on-going basis' the behaviours of B.C.U. 
officers with dual interests. Monitoring pre-supposes that there is 
some criteria by which behaviour can be judged. Can we hear 
more about this? What, for example do the B.C.U. rules have to 
say on the matter? 
Dudley Courtman, Essex. 

Editorial note: The BCU Rules state that 'a member who is a 
full-time employee of the Union, or has a commercial interest in 
canoeing, shall not be eligible for election as an Officer, or as a 
member of Council, or to serve on any committee of the Union, 
other than 'in a non-voting co-opted capacity'. 

The Access Coaching and Recreation Management Committee 
minute reported in the last issue went on to say: 'Wherever there 
is a person with a commercial interest serving as a co-opted member 
of an accountable committee, an item would appear on every 
ACRMC agenda to review its operation'. 

At the next meeting, further debate was enjoined on this topic, 
and the names of three such officers considered. A final decision is 
awaited from Council defining 'commercial interest'. The 
ACRMC have agreed in the meantime to accept that their criterion 
for monitoring purposes shall be that 'commercial interest' means 'a 
person's main source of income is derived from a commercial 
interest in the sport'. 

Dear Sir, 
In July 1980 I sent out requests for information on the use of the 
river Derwent in order to furnish Dr. Graham Smith of the 
Yorkshire Derwent Trust with a record of canoeing that had taken 
place over the past twenty years. This was followed up with a 
further request which appeared in Focus Extra No. 21. 

I am pleased to say that the legal adviser for the Y. D.T. was 
most grateful for the information received, which incidentally 
covered 33 years of canoeing activity on the river. I received 42 
copies in all some which covered many years of use by groups of 
canoeists. Needless to say the Y.D.T. is keeping the details and its 
plan of action quiet, but those required to make statements to the 
Trust's Councill will be informed by the Trust in due course. 

In the meantime can I take this opportunity to thank you all 
for your valuable help and forgive me for not replying to you all 
personally. If the outcome is not made public I will endeavour to 
report in a future edition on Focus. 

With reference to Mr R. A. Well's letter in Focus No. 22. I have 
never expressed my views or tried to interpretate the situation re­ 
garding the use of the river Derwent I have merely asked for in­ 
formation on the use of the river by canoeists in order to provide 
the Yorkshire Derwent Trust with some facts. 
Ray Petlit, York. 
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Focus Classified 

FOR SALE 
14' General purpose/slalom 'Stipyak' canoe, 
good condition, plus paddle, spraydeck, life­ 
vest £80.00. Phone Doncaster 57023 

STEPHEN K2 Very good condition £70 
o.n,o. 01-794 6033 

GAY BO INTERCEPTOR SPRINT 4 as new 
£100. MACHETTE £50. Phone Bristol 
568807 

C1 DELTA SPRINT SANDWICH 
CONSTRUCTION EXCELLENT 
CONDITION £100 Tel: Great Missenden 
5894 (Bucks) 

OTTERSPORTS PLYWOOD DOUBLE with 
rudder, paddles, splash covers, 
buoyancy aids. £120.00. 01-658 6942 

GAYBO DELPHIN WHITE WATER K1 
£100. Telephone Ian, Aberystwyth 615274 

ELECTRA SLALOM KAYAK 6 months 
old Diolin Hull excellent condition£ 130 
Phone Hitchin 812812 Ext 233 (Day) 
Hitchin 813179 (Evening) 

RUFRIDA White Water K1 Good Condition 
£75.00 Telephone Medway 813147 

CANOESPORT K2 Sandwich Construction 
complete with seats etc. This boat is in im­ 
maculate condition £230 ono. 
Tel: 0244 26602 

MARK GEES quality timber paddles for 
competition slalom, flat water racing, sea 
canoeing, touring and kit paddles for the 
budget canoeist. Leaflets from Mark Gees, 
19 Coombe Road, Hampton, Middlesex. 

BLADES by Northwest Paddles. Top 
Quality wooden kayak and Canadian 
paddles. As used by numerous British Team 
Members. Call in at: The Chapel, 
Cholmondeley Road, Clifton, Runcorn, 
Cheshire. 1/, mile from M56 - Exit 12 
(Mon - Frid 8 am to 4.30 pm & Sat. 
morning or send SAE for details. Telephone 
Runcorn 66576 (evenings) 

Two K 1 s, 1 unused, used twice, approx 3 
years old, with paddles, £70 each, Price, The 
Grange, Messingham, Scunthorpe, 
Telephone: 0724 762851 

K 1 Veneer Racing Kayak. Very good 
condition Boat Cover and seat included 
£295. Tel: 0732. 833563 

SABRE ENTERPRISE 6 High Park Avenue, 
Wellaston, Stourbridge, West Midlands - 
Baron, Gaybo, Krakatoa and Derwent ex­ 
stock or short deliveries, windsurfers by 
Windsurfing International and Sailboard 
plus full range of equipment all at competi­ 
tive prices. Telephone Stourbridge 2914 or 
72549 

PADDLE WAGON CUM MOBILE BOTHY 
- Ford Transit Motor Caravan 1971 with 
canoe roof rack. First offer over £300 
secures. Contact Allan Ban tick 0479 2794 
(Office) 2263 (Home) 

APACHE mould - used five times£40 
Chase Cross School, Romford. Phone 
Romford 47353 

JUNIOR KAYAKS 14 Inn Minor, junior 
kayaks, little used and in excellent 
condition £40 each or £450 the lot. 
Contact Mr .. N. Birkinshaw 0524 761710 
Cumbria 

Up to 4 GNAT SLALOM/SP BOATS in 
red or yellow. Fully equippped and ready 
for use: Unused. Phone Radlen 6620 
£65 each 

A quanity of ex-instructional canoes will 
become available over the next few months 
as various rolling courses cease. Mainly 
apaches - almost new £60 each. Also avail­ 
able new surf specification snipes and KW4's 
at £79. Failsafe footrests block buoyancy, 
colours to order. Stan Holtorp 01-398 3118 

CANOEING DOWN EVEREST 
Books by Mike Jones. A few of these 
excellent books are still available - auto­ 
graphed by expeidtion members! I Please 
send £6.50 plus 50p p and p to Peter 
Midwood, Plas y Brenin, Capel Cu rig, Betws 
y Coded, Gwynedd LL24 0ET 

TRY LON SOLO SLALOM K1 mould used 
for only three boats as new £120. Guy 
Reeve 54 Rothbury Terrace, Heaton, 
Newcastle on Tyne 

ANNAN PLASTICS can offer you a wide 
range of good quality canoes at reason ab le 
prices. Buy from stock or individual re­ 
quirements ccatered for. Ring A Ian 
Richardson, Eastleigh, Hants 618058 
evenings, weekend 

WOMBAT good condition £40 Telephone: 
Hereford 4932 

TYNE FOLDING CANOE in carrying case 
collectors item. Needs little attention £50 
ono. Cost new £250. 
Tel: Newmarket 4553 

CANOE TRAILER to hold six canoes 
lndispension Unit£100. ono. Phone 
Garston 61121 (Hertfordshire) 

WANTED 
SLALOM C2 second hand close 
cockpits. Offset front right, rear left 
Phone 0479 2263 (2794 daytime) 

SLALOM C2. close cockpit, front right 
rear left reasonable second hand condition 
Contact Allan Bantick 0479 2794 (office) 
2263 (Home) 

LEWES SCOUTS REQUIRE 2 RACING 
K2s. A Mirage Mk3 and a Barracuda in 
good condition 
T~ephone: Lewes2760 

URGENTLY a K4, any condition, any 
price. Will repair if necessary. Write Alan 
Meikle, 9 Balmoral Gardens, Brightons, 
Falk irk, Scotland. Can collect anywhere 
in UK 

CANOESPORT U.K. !Martin Bosherl 
97 High Street. Hampton Wick. Kingston-upon-Thames. Surrey 

Telephone: 01 997 4924 
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CANOE HIRE 
Scottish Canoe Hire - Canoe, paddle, 
spraydeck and buoyancy aid available. 
Lendal Products Ltd., 30 Hunter Street, 
Prestwick, Ayrshire, Scotland. 
Telephone: 0292 78558 

SITUATIONS VACANT 
INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED. Senior 
Instructors or Trainees required to assist 
with Courses and Childrens Holidays. Be­ 
tween July and September and Weekends 
outside th is period. 
Apply to: Deputy Warden R. Hayden 
Ravens Ait, Portsmouth Road, Surbiton, 
KT6 4HN. 

PART TIME AGENTS REQUIRED TO 
SELL TOP QUALITY CANOES at reason­ 
able prices within selected areas. Enquiries 
invited from Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Kent, 
Avon. Replies from canoeists preferred. 
Finance available until established and/or 
sale or return. Postal enquiries only to 
Goddard, 18 Langridge Close, Reading, 
Berks. 

CANOE INSTRUCTOR required. Seasonal 
posts for BCU qualified applicants. Age 20 
years minimum. Sea or Inland kayak. 
Apply by letter - Warden, Drakes Island 
Adventure Centre, Mayflower Centre, 
Central Park, Plymouth; 

16-20 year old canoeist to train as canoe 
laminator. Accommodation arranged, top 
rates of pay, good working conditions. 
Apply to Krakatoa Mouldings, St. Johns 
Works, Bedford. Tel: 0234 63031 

HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM Youth 
Committee would like to hear from you if 
you are an active climber, canoeist or or ien­ 
teer and are willing to give up some of your 
spare time to establish a Youth Adventure 
Trust. Further details from Area Youth 
Office, 91-115 Glenthorne Road, London 
W6 OLJ. Telephone 01.741.0517/8 

PEN LAN ADVENTURE - St. Clears, South 
Wales. Required - Qualified and enthusias­ 
tic canoe instructors from 20th July 
through August. Short periods of employ­ 
ment available. Applicants should be 
prepared to enter fully into the life of the 
centre. Ab ii ity to drive an advantage. £6 
per day plus free board. 

Write immediately to The Penlan Centre, 
St. Clears, Dyfed, South Wales. 
Telephone: 0994 230559 

COURSES AND HOLIDAYS 
CHARLOTTE MASON COLLEGE OF 
EDUCATION, AMBLESIDE, CUMBRIA 
Adventure - an education for the future? 
A one year course beginning in September 
1981 in the Philosophy and Practice of 
Adventure Education involving: Personal 
adventure on land and water. Teaching 
adventure activities to young people and 
the community. The development of 
Adventure Education as aJl integral part 
of the curriculum. 
Applicants must have both energy and com­ 
mitment as well as teaching experience in 
adventure activities. They should also nor­ 
mally be qualified teachers or youth leaders 
with a minimum of three years' experience. 
The Course leads to the award of the 
Advanced Certificate in Outdoor Education 
of the University of Lancaster. 
For further details apply to: 
Colin Mortlock, Course Director, 
Charlotte Mason College, Ambleside, 
Cumbria. LA22 988. 

ADVANCED CANOEING COURSE LED 
BY John Ramwell. Friday 8th - Sunday 
10th May 1981. A weekend residential 
course to cover the theory and practical 
aspects of Advanced Sea Canoeing, For 
details: Courtlands Centre (CF) Kingsbridge, 
S. Devon. Tel: Loddiswell 054 855 227 

R & L ADVENTURES Lake District 
canoeing. Individuals or groups. 
Equipment provided £5 per session. Group 
reductions. SAE Lin Rutland, 19 Victoria 
Street, Windermere, Cumbria. Windermere 
5104 

ARGYLL - Oban 4 miles 
Cottage and flats for 2-6 
Garden to shore of loch Feochan 
Spring Autumn or winter rates, sleeps up to 
20 people 
Sae for brochure to Lerags House by Oban 

Canoeing in South Devon Sea Touring, Surf 
Touring, Surf and River Dart area, 
accommodation and facilities for canoeists 
in converted Manor Farm. Small or large 
groups. Good food, drying room, Gym, 
licensed bar, Instruction, canoes and 
equipment available if required. B & B 
E/M and pack lunch from £6 per day. 
Cou rtlands Centre, Department CF 
Kingsbridge, S. Devon. Tel: Liddiswell 
054855 227 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
RATES:- 
scu Members, personal ads 5p per word 
BCU Non-Members, personal ads 1 Op per 
word. Trade Advertisements 15p per 
word - pre-paid 

WET SUIT BARGAINS 

4mm Single lined Long Johns 
4mm Double lined Long Johns 

(limited stocks) 
6mm Single lined Long Johns 
Bolero Jacket (double lined) 
Hard sole boots 
Wet Socks 

£22.50 
£25 

£27 
£20 

£5.50 
£2.95 

Send to Budget Sports, 61 Empress 
Buildings, Binley Rd. Coventry for 
size chart. Tel: 0203 441241. 
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