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EDITORAL 

First - apologies for the delayed publication of this Issue, 
which was supposed to be available at the British Open (May 
10th). A combination of training for the Worlds, remodelling the 
house, test driving a new C2 (the Apo! lo Crewton), and the Year 
End at work pl us a 1 ot of News to publish made time a bit tight. 

And then it happened ••• but you've probably heard it all from 
many sources already so it's not even News any more ••••• 

The 1 ast three weeks have been dominated with conversations and 
letters attempting to establish why Graham Goldsmith & Bob Evans 
were not s e l e ct e d as 4th C 2 for the Gar mi sch W or 1 d Ch amps team. 
For the background to the non-selection of a 4th C2 (which would 
in my opinion have been Gay & Bob) and to the whole event, see 
the full report on the Garmisch Selection Races in this issue. 

For an e x p l an at ion of the pros and cons in the 4th C2 issue, ask 
any C2 crew who raced at Garmisch, or ask any Executive or GB 
Team Management Member. There are lots of angles to the story. If 
you are interested in the facts and in the broader issues at 
stake it is best to speak with people who know rather than for me 
to offer a hopelessly precised version of a very complex series 
of events leading up to the team selection of four Mens Kl, 
Ladies Kl and Cl - but only 3 C2s. Therefore the only comment in 
this issue is Bob Evans' and Mike Phi 1 lp's Open Letters and mine 
in the fo 11 owing paragraphs. 

As a C2 paddler the matter was of immediate concern to me. 
Selfishly speaking, I want the best possible chance to win a 
bronze C2 team medal at the Worlds - and to have 4 boats rather 
than three significantly lifts our Team Medal hopes. 

As a human being the whole thing was very disturbing. It is 
impossible to say that either Goldsmith-Evans or their critics 
are entirely in the right. The worst thing is not so much the 
verdict of no fourth C2, as the 1 ack of c 1 ear reasoning behind 
it. I am not saying that there were no reaons for the Selectors' 
decision nor that they were not good ones ••• quite simply I just 
do not know what the REAL reasons were. And there is the sneaking 
suspicion that canoeing performance and potential and the best 
prospects for the GB effort at Garmisch were not the key factors 
in the decision. It seems to me that for good or for bad this was 
a decision based on much more than just results. 

In 1972 Canoeing in Britain reported on another selection 
incident involving Gay Goldsmith. The article bore the bold 
heading 

GOLDSMITH REJECTED 

The author questioned then as I do now the reasoning behind a 
selection decision. In 1972 it involved the exclusion of Gay from 
the Olympic slalom team - and perhaps on that occasion on the 
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basis of personality not of results. 

To me we are uncomfortably close to history repeating itself. 
Perhaps the Selectors (who made the initial decision) and the 
Executive (who ratified that decision) can argue convincingly 
about the long term we 11-bei ng of the sport. Perhaps it is the 
burden of those in authority in our sport to make difficult 
decisions in the short term for the long term benefit of the 
majority. Who knows 7!7 

Footnote 

Arthur Koestler wrote a whole novel ("Darkness at Noon" - 1940) 
about the problems of leaders in making decisions that are at the 
same time necessary (Consequent) and just (Humanitarian). Writing 
about the Russia of the Purges, he highlights the Stalinist 
argument that individual good and justice must be placed second 
to the development of the state. The issue is symbolised in the 
trial of one time revolutionary hero Rubashov who is condemned to 
death to make an essential point to the masses. From the Penguin 
trans 1 at ion : 

Gletkin glanced at the dossier. 
There is a passage in your journal which impressed me. 

he went on. 'You wrote: ••1 have thought and acted as I bad 
to. If I was right, I have nothing to repent of; if wrong, I 
shall pay."' 
He looked up from the dossier and lo~ked Rubasbov fully 

in the face: 
'You were wrong, and you will pay, Comrade Rubashov. 

The Party promises.only one thing: after the victory, one day 
when it can do no more harm, the material of the secret 
archives will be published. Then the world will learn what was 
in the background of this Punch and Judy show - as you 
_called it - which we bad to act to them according to history's 
text-book ...• • 
He hesitated a few seconds, settled his cuffs and ended 

rather awkwardly, while the scar on his skull reddened: 
'And then you, and some of your friends _ of the older 

generation, will be given the sympathy and pity which are 
denied to you today.' 
While he was speaking, he had pushed the prepared state­ 

- ment over to Rubasbov, and laid his fountain-pen beside it. 
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84-85 RANKING LISTS 

THE BRITISH OPEN & THE DIV "A" RANKINGS 
--------------------------------------- 
The official 84-85 rankings will be published in the season's 
final issue after the Worlds. However, only the Men's Kl 
championship was at stake in last three races of the season. 

Andrew Martin collected his third win at the Tay in March to go 
with a good 2nd at the Dee as his fourth r e s u 1 t. Therefore on 1 y 
Melvin Swallow could beat him - and Melvin had to win both the 
Washburn and the British Open at Bal a to do it. Therefore DRH 
Taylor's convincing Washburn win confirmed Andrew's championship 
victory. 

When all the calculations are done, second place should go to 
Melvin Swallow who ended the domestic season with a fine 2nd 
behind DRH at Bal a. Meanwhi 1 e for pl aces 3 to 7 it wi 11 be hard 
to separate Alastair Bayliss, Kenny Bain, John Dunseath, Chris 
Humpage and Mike Smith (Campbel] and both Taylors 1 ack a ful 1 set 
of results). Looking to the future it is very good to note the 
emergence of Bain and Humpage at the top, plus the continued form 
of M i k e Sm i th. St i 1 1 w i th i n the top f 1 i g ht, Ad am Brews t er, Geoff 
Parker, Neil Stamps (Youth Champion again) and Nick Walter have 
continued to improve their placings. 

With predictable l s t , 2nd & 3rd in the other classes at the 
British Open, the provisional ranking list after 6 races as 
printed below is little changed. In the Ladies Cynthia Berry and 
Julia Harling may have made third and fourth places, whilst in 
the C2s Stagg/Harvey have perhaps displaced Cooper/Wilkins from 
third. 
La d i e s c.1. C ,, 

t.A.l'lnnt 80 points !.S.\lell.s 80 t.Kay/Pearton 
2.F .Mi tch"1175 2.U.\o.illiams 76 

2-~ilg~mith/ 
J.C.llelm G/1 J.N.l'ink 75 
11.S.Farnt!en 611 4.M.Fletcher 63 3-~~'j'~g~ 

A.Gillespie '.,.M.l-'hil.lp Go 4. Sta gg/l!nrvey 

Bo 

77 

75 

73 
5.Nicholas/Farr 63 

A major feature of the British Open was the Youth Tea~ Selection. 
At one extreme al 1 the Ladies failed to finish - and so none were 
selected. At the other end of the spectrum there was tremendous 
competition for the Team amongst the Men at both under-16 and 
under-18 levels - so much so that experienced campaigners Chris 
Febrey and Andy Curtis only just made the under-18 "A" Team, 
whilst rapidly improving Alan Armstrong had to be content with 
the top "B" Team selection. Matthew Febrey and Danny Clarke have 
successfully made the transition from the under-14s and are 
joined by a number of new faces in the under-16 teams. See Phil 
Dean's report for the full selections. 
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DIV •a• MENS Kl 

The foll owing have been promoted to Div "A" 
already listed in past issues : 

r<enneth Mena i r 
T Mclean 
Sean Mor I e,y 
Nicholas Gatland 
Matthe-w FebreY 
Phi II iP PlaYer 
Si11on HaYdOCk 
Kevin WorsleY 
T Mc lean 
Si 111c,n Ford 
John Odonovan 
Keith Brown 
A Ki n9 
Terry Benton 
Jason Benion 
Hen r Y Catt1 i I I er i 
Steve TiNIIIIS 
Marl< Si111es 

in addition to the 24 

GREEN RIVER RACERS 
SPENCER RD 
HEflTS 
HERTS 
LEEDS 
NOTTS EXILES 
VIKING 
GREEN RIVER RACERS 
STAFFS&-STONE 
STONE HAVEN 
FORTH 
MANCHESTER 
PHGS OTLEY 
PHGS 
RKC KOLN 
DEREHAM 
UWIST 

The leading positions in Div "B" consisting of those who have not 
gained promotion at races are provisionally as follows : 

1 Dave Sadler 
2 Marl< Wood 
3 Dave Faulkner 
4 Richard Frost 
5 Nathan Hardr1an 
6 Gec,f f Bear1ar, 
7 Donald Mcintyre 
8 Ian 5•1; th 
8 Paul Kel IY 
I:;). 8C•Y CC2X 

ABERDEEN 
tJORTHWICH 
RNKA 
ACCRINGTON 
GATESHEAD 
BRISTOL TAVERNERS 
LITHERLAND 
CARDIFF 
MANCHESTER 
LEA!':TnF 

287 
281 
276 
275 
273 
268 
266 
264 
264 
264 

PROMOTIONS TO DIVA/Bin LADIES, Cl & C2 

Ladies E.Boulton. G.Hughes. A.Vallawy. J.Ashto11. 1:.K111,imiller. 

K.Baker. (.;.l:..dge. M.l.itchen. J.Hn111mo11d. :t-l.Ki1min111outh. 

V.Fulthorpe. G.Clough. P.Driscoc. P.A.Lolcy. J.Maycock. 

A.Hall. J.Gibbins. S.Wnrd. A.lihitelm,. A.<..rabtree. J.l<ose. 

A.Gibson. L.Badger. 11.1,hittaker. N.Lharnbcrlnin. F.<..owie. 

M.Montell. K.l,att. c.i,.·ilsoll-.Shnrpe. T.l'ftrsons. 

M.Phillp. 1.1.Mna, .. »n , <...Longman. S.<..ook. P.Greenway. K.Truby. 

M.Large. J.}{ingwood. <...Bro""· A.Jone!'. M.Gohnr. A.Brondbent. 

J .1-lingf'ield. 

Ho u gb t o nz'F'o rd , Pnsk/Anderson. Hnrgreaves/Kevane. Modurate/ 

Taylor. M<..l..lonnld/Morgnn. llnnds/Ilragg. Dav•·y/Short. Truby/ 

Martin.C.Arrowsmith/A,Jli.O. Gordon/!Jave. Clough/Cnunt. llam/ 

Del bin. Meikle/Dro"n. Spencer /Spencer. Conray? /Do-..·nard. 

These include all those who hnvc notif'ied me or have been included 

in result sheets sent to me. Anyone not nppearing on the list and 

l<ho,Ud.nks thnt they are entitled to promotion please contact me. 

{J.Parr. :.,78, Hutlanrl Ro a d , West Ilrirlgf'ord. No t tm , NG:! 5EB.) 
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THIS AND THAT 

Canoeist Mag•zine SELECT MAILING 

Readers of Stuart Fisher's magazine wil 1 have noted his new 
Select Mailing service which offers free news on specialist areas 
such as WWR. In the case of WWR, Stuart has already distributed 
over 100 copies of our "To win the Wharfe• booklet, and is hoping 
that the Exec wil 1 make it possible for him to offer WHITE WATER 
NEWS on a regular basis to his Select Mailing readers. Apparently 
over 300 subscribers have so far nominated WWR as one of their 
interests which could mean a doubling of NEWS circulation! 

SPEEDSKIN 

Racers having difficulty in obtaining SPEEDSKIN {Spray-on go­ 
faster - perhaps - hul 1 treatment) may be interested to know that 
the UK distributor can supply them direct. 

12oz aerosols (Approx 3 Kl hulls) : i9.50 // 24oz : il2.05 

Contact : John Dow on 0206 47556 
Geedon Marine Ltd, PO BOX 11, Colchester COl lJY 
Note that both Gaybo and Waveform may also be stockists. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

No ••• it's not Ann Gillespie again! The Smith family, Clive, 
Joan and Junior {oops - sorry Mike - and congratulations on your 
21st) have moved to 

40 Markbrook Drive, High Green, SHEFFIELD 

C2 EXCHANGE & MART 

Tel 0742 845122 

Col in Fox, formerly of Halliwell & Fox, needs to cook a few 
deals. His number one problem is that he needs a partner for the 
forthcoming season because Pete Halliwell is returning to more 
recreational paddling in Cl. Colin's only two requirements for a 
partner are being right handed and willing to train. 

Colin is also on the lookout for two good quality second hand C2s 
- prefer ab l y Gay b o Mark 3 and front r i g ht. He has two good 
condition C2s for sale: a practice and a kevl ar P&H design for 
fll5 together. 

Contact : Colin Fox, 1 Copyhold Cottages, Weaverham, Cheshire 
Tel {Work) : Pemketh 4411 
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EXCHANGE WANTED 

Michel Doux, French coach and ex-C2 world champion, is looking 
for a summer exchange for his 14 year old son Phillippe. Ideally 
he wants to spend 3-4 weeks in late July-August with an English 
f ami 1 y, and it wou 1 d be a bonus if they were canoeists. Mi che 1 
wi 11 of course meet expenses and is offering a return visit (Lyon 
area) if appropriate. Contact Dave Kay or Michel direct as soon 
as possible! 

Michel was 1979 C2 World Champion at the age (I think) of 39, 
paddling with Patrick Bunichon. At Bala the crew were silver 
medalists. On both occasions they were in the winning French C2 
Team. His eldest son is a top kayakist, being on the verge of 
Worlds selection this year. Perhaps someone somewhere could 
benefit from a exchange with a remarkable canoeing family. 

Michel Doux, 111 Chemin du Grand Roule, 69350 La Mulatiere 
Tel (7) 851 1034 

60 BRITAINY RACING 

Britanny, opposite Devon on the northern French coast, has a lot 
in common with the UK in terms of Wild Water Racing. With a 
simi 1 ar climate to our own south-west, they are reliant on rain 
to fi 11 their rivers and so run their season in the winter and 
spring. The system has produced some fine paddlers, including 
Jean Louis Leroux and Stephan Messe of Rapid Racing fame. Luc 
Verger (World Cl champion in 75 & 79) also comes from the area. 

Rene Tregaro, whom some of you wi 11 have met at Bal a in Apri 1, is 
the Regional canoeing organiser. He is very willing to supply 
information about any form of canoeing in Britanny, from sea and 
river touring to ranking races. Write to : 

Rene Tregaro, 20 Rue Grandmoulin, 35760 St Gregoire, France 

SWISS CUP INVITATION 

Al 1 Senior and Youth squad members pl us, I am sure, any Div "A" 
paddlers are invited to enter one or more of the races in the 
Swiss Cup series. Race venue and entry detai 1 s are on the next 
pag, with further information avai 1 able from the Swiss National 
Coach, Gerard Grillon (2801 Courcelon, Switzerland). 

Even if you cannot make the competitions, the river sections 
described are recommended for both training and touring in the 
summer - along with other top quality Swiss WWR venues, the 
Vorderrhein (Tavanasa to 11 lanz especially) and the Simme (1982 
Europa Cup venue). 
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I M UOT A I 16 J"UN6" 

!tchwJ.er ig••.i tt.gred • 

"uohthal (Wettkiampfstrecke) lit\; 111 - IV 

Ibach - Brunnen WW JI 

n1-1r fi.ir kunstcffDoou: ~ 
I 

We 1 tmefsterschaftsstrecke von 1973. 
Riviere de classe internationale sur le parcours 
des championnats du 1110nde de 1973. 
World championship course of 1973. 
Sehr gute UnterkunftSlll!lglf chkei ten in Hote 1 s und 
Touri stenl ager. 
Tres bonnes possibflites d'IM!bergement dans les 
hOtels de la region. 
Very good possibilities for acconmodation in 
hote 1 s and tourist callll). 

Anmeldeschluss: 28. Hai 1985 
Anmeldung an: Frau H. Gsch..end, Weinberglistrasse, 6005 Luzern/Herrn Gerard Grillon, 2801 Courcelon 
Oelai d'inscription: 28 mai 1985 
lnscription chez: ltne H. Gsch..end. Weinberglfstrasse, 6005 Luzern/H. Gerard Grillon, 2801 Courcelon 
Announcement until: 28 Hay 1985 

to: Hrs H. Gsch..end, Weinberglistrasse, 6005 Luzern/Hr. Gerard Grillon, 2801 Courcelon 

Saane 23 'J"VN6 

Schone Abfahrt, die durch eine prlchtige Schlucht fUhrt. 
Ires beau parcours traversant une tres Jolie gorge. 
Beautiful do""river race, which leads through a splendid gorge. 
Zahlreiche UnterkunftSlll!lglfchkeiten in Hotels. Zeltplatz vorhanden 
Nombreuses poss tbt l i tes d'hebergement dans Jes hotels. Possibilite de 
camping. 
Numerous possibilities for acc0111n0dation in hotels. Camping site 
availaible. 
Anne 1 deschl uss/Oelai d' i nscri pt ion/Announcement until : 
9. Juni 1985/9 Juin 1985/9 June 1985 
Anne 1 dung an/lnscri pti on chez/ Announcement to: 
Herrn/H./Hr. Gerard Gri llon, 2801 Cource Jon 

I ALBU LA I 21 J"vNE 

FUr&tenaubruck 

Jwl.:.e: 
~t.Hqut:: 

Die Abfahrt schlangelt sich durch ein Naturschutzgebiet von 
aussergewohnlicher SchOnheit. ·· · · 
Le parcours retenu serpente dans une reserve naturelle protegee. 
Ce site est d'une beaute extraordinaire. 
The river winds through a nature reserve of extraordinary beauty. 
UnterkunftSlll!lglichkeiten in Hotels und Touristenlager. 
Possibilltes d'IM!bergement dans Jes hOtels. 

t Possibilities of accomnodation in hotels and tourist callll). 
N Anmeldeschluss/Oelai d'inscription/Announce111ent until: 
I 16. Juni 1985/16 Juin 1985/16 June 1985 

Anmeldung an/Inscription chez/ Announceaent to: 
Herrn/H./Hr. Gerard Grillon, 3801 Courcelon 

Scrn,oer1ykt'1t.sgrad WW IV bia VI 

nur f~r ._unbtofftioot~ 
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• 
The past two months have seen a feast of activity from the 
Lowen bra u / Rapid Ra c i n g camp. Since the hi g h l i g ht s and w i n n er s 
are by now old news to most, especially after the TV cover of the 
Bal a event, this review simply summarises points of interest ••• 

The 500 Series Final Grandtully, 9 March 
------------------------------------------ 
Surprise Grandtully Mens Winner 

Andrew Martin cl inched the overall series but was beaten into 
second place in this final race by 1985 Scottish Champion Kenny 
Bain. Local boy makes good! 

Youth and ladies Chaapions 

Neil Stamps' 11th hour victory concluded a close battle with 
Andrew Curtis for the Youth title. In the Ladies only the Series 
2nd place was at stake, going to Julia Harling by 0.07 from 
Debbie Stapleford. Cynthia Berry achieved yet another Scottish 
victory - her 4th win in four 500 series races. 

The Ladies Invitation Chaapionship 
---------------------------------- 

' 
I 

Our top WWR ladies, including the 500 winners, were pitched 
against 5 top GB Slalomists in a unique head to head race down 
the Grandtully main falls. Racing in pairs, the fastest 10 went 
through to the final which was highlighted by an explosive duel 
between L i z Sh arm an and Ga i l Al l an - not qui t e as portrayed in 
Neil's cartoon! The Slalom World Champion, beat Gail by sticking 
singlemindedly to the righthand route. She won overall by 0.87 
secs from Fiona Mitchel 1, with Cynthia Berry beating Gail into 
4th place. 

rough water racing proved 
whether many top man would have 

as she ran alongside Jane 
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The 2nd Rapid Racing Championship Bala, 1-4 April 

Foxy's Fast 

Thus spake Americam slalom coach John Endicott. And his comment 
applied not only to Fox, the overall winner, but also to the 
other top sl al omists Edi Wolffhardt (5th) and Toni Prijon (7th). 

A different art fora? 

The 500 is highly suited to explosive athletes with good mental 
preparation. The modern slalomist is just that - and Fox must be 
the best ever exponent of the art. 

The principles appear to be .•• Attack from go ••• within your 
1 imits and under control ••• each single stroke and route planned 
••• economy of exertion and execution. 

A top river racer need know relatively little about this sort of 
performance to do well in the 20 minute event (consider DRH 
Taylor - our distance expert). Nevertheless to become good at the 
500 art would benefit every racer in the 1 and. It's an optional 
extra, and no surprise or disgrace to be beaten by a slalomist 
(let alone a Fox!), but it could become an essential component 
in •real" Wild Water Racing. 

Truly International· 

This year's Bala event was much more an international. The 19 men 
in the points (out of a field of 34) included 8 British, 3 
French, 2 Austrian, 2 German, 2 Italian, 1 Canadian, 1 New 
Zealand. Of these three were reigning World Champions. 

Battle of the Giants 

Fox, with two lsts and two 3rds, clearly won the day. Previde, 
World WWR champion, was a shadow of himself - he was rumoured to 
be suffering from a bad stomach. Perhaps he also suffered from 
going too hard in the training runs on the first day (he won 
both) - something that others such as Fox avoided as a tactical 
error. Los Angeles Triple Gold medalist Ian Ferguson should be 
credited with scoring points in 3 out of 4 races in his first 
rough water canoeing for years! 

Fabulous French? 

Leroux, last year's "fabulous" Frenchman, failed to produce the 
same form, and Luc Verger looked decidedly unhappy in the Baxter. 
However Stephan Hesse upheld the French tradition with a win in 
Race 2 and second overall. Ironically, he paddled a 1983 Gui l lard 
design cal led .•• the Fox! The Italian Ceccato was however the 
most impressive newcomer, winning race 3 on Top Site. In his 
early 20s, he wil 1 certainly be a man to look out for at 
Garmi sch. 

• 
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British WWR Disaster? 

Could Dunseath and Smith repeat last year's triumphs? Clearly 
they failed and were in addition beaten by Fox. A realistic 
assessment of their performances should however be much less 
critical. Smith was a comfortable 8th with two fine efforts, 
whilst Dunseath clearly improved throughout {10th overall). And 
let's not forget Bob Campbell in 6th place (only 2 points off 
4th) and his fault less shoot of the Mi 11 Fall in the final race - 
perhaps the highlight of the championship for the informed TV 
viewer. 

The Future 

The next move for Rapid Racing is in the balance. Another Bala 
event may require a new sponsor. There is also the possibility of 
an international series in Europe taking in such courses as 
Evian, Lofer and Mezzana. Even the States has been mentioned. In 
the meantime most of us look forward to the one certainty 

· another 500 Series open to everyone 

The 2nd Lowenbrau 500 Series 

The second Lowenbrau 500 series started at Ba 1 a on 9th May ( see 
the Series Calendar in this issue). Andrew Martin was quick to 
re-establish himself as winner with Alastair Bayliss coming a 
close second. Fortunately the New Zeal ander returns home before 
any more 500s, so the series is wide open to home competitors. 
Two new features could make it especially interesting. The next 
two races are to be held at comparatively flat water slalom 
events in September and October, and the final on the Dart 
carries DOUBLE points. 

LADIE.':l RR 5HOI.JOOWN - CRANDTULL '/ 

fl 



.The 
LOWENBRAU 500 
Rapid Racing Championship 

6 NATIONWIDE 500 METRE WILD WATER RAPID RACES 

OPEN TO ALL CANOEISTS 
(except the point scoring men in the 1985 Rapid Racing Championship) 

HOW TO ENTER WHERE TO ENTER .. 
l. Sign in with the Rapid Racing Organiser from 09.00 on the race days listed 

below and collect your LOWENBRAU RACE BIB. 

2. Complete the course st the time allocated to you, return your BIB and make 
sure your time is officially entered onto your race card. 

WHAT YOU CAN WIN 
Individual Lowenbrau prizes at each race for the fastest ~~n, 
Veteran (over 35 on l.1.85), Lady, Youth (under 18 on l.l.85) and· 
Junior (under 16 on 1.1.85) plus runner-up prizes. 

The fastest 15 men, ladies 1 youth and j un i o r paddlers at e a c h r ac e will 
be awarded the following points which will count towards 4 TOP PRIZES: 

1st = 25pts 6th = !Opts 11th = Spts 
2nd a 20pts 7th = 9pts 12th 4pts 
3rd = lSpts 8th = 8pts 13th = 3pts 
4th = 12pts 9th = 7pts 14th = 2pts 
5th = llpts 10th = 6pts 15th = lpt 

4 TOP PRIZES, based in each case on the highest number of points scored 
from 3 of the 6 races with ~~~~~!=~~!~!~ awarded for the final race. 

Canoe equipment to the value of £300.00 to the fastest MAN, LADY, YOUTH 
and JUNIOR, plus runner up prizes. 

11 MAY : 11. A.H. 

14 SEPTEMBER 3.P.M. 

5 OCTOBER 3.P.M. 

19 OCTOBER :ll.A.M. 

9 NOVEMBER :11.A.M. 

16 NOVEMBER : 11. A.H. 

TIMETABLE - SATURDAYS: ENTRIES ON THE DAY FROM 09.00 - START TIMES BELOW 

RIVER TRYWERYN, BALA, GWYNEDD, N.WALES 
WILD WATER RACING - DIVISION A/OPEN 

RIVER DERWENT, MATLOCK, DERBYSHIRE 
SLALOM - DIVISION 4 

RIVER THAMES, HAMBLEDEN, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
SLALOM - DIVISION 2 

RIVER WASHBURN, BLUBBERHOUSES, N. YORKSHIRE. 
WILD WATER RACING - DIVISION B/OPEN 

RIVER DEE (SERPENTS TAIL) LLANGOLLEN, CLWYD 
WILD WATER RACING - DIVISION A/OPEN 

RIVER DART, ASHBURTON, DEVON 
WILD WATER RACING - DIVISION A/OPEN 

ALL TIMES AND DATES MAY BE SUBJECT TO ALTERATION 
PLEASE CHECK BEFORE YOU TRAVEL 

J 

• 

EMERGENCY ANSWERPHONE (48 HOURS BEFORE RACE DAY) 
CAMBERLEY (SURREY) 0276 - 66225 

1985 1985 
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RAPID RACING TRAINING TIP 

Speed over 500 metres (eg 90 seconds on moving water) is a 
totally different proposition to speed over Time Trial distances 
(eg 6 to 25 minutes). 

The point is proved by splitting any established time trial into 
a series of one to two minute sprints. The combined time for 
those sprints, if either separate paddlers or ful 1 recovery are 
al lowed, wi 11 most 1 ikely be far quicker than the very best Time 
Trial over the course. 

At Leeds, Bi 11 Fraser decided to split the 2000+ metre Kirkstal l 
Lap into 6 s~ctions. Jerry Hibble's 1981 pre-Bala record of 8 
minutes 53 seconds is easily the fastest individual time ever. 
The next fastest person of all time is Mike Smith with 9.06 in 
1982. However, a team of six Leeds club paddlers including three 
who started the season in Div "8" managed a combined time of 8.55 
in April - just two seconds down on Hibble. 

At Senior Squad training weekends there have been four "World 
Record Attempts•. Even the slowest effort of six paddlers was 20 
seconds better than the record. However, once the paddlers were 
accl imatlsed to the starts, di stances and efforts involved, the 
30 seconds up barrier was broken on both training weekends : 

INDIVIDUAL RECORD 
Smith (1982) 
Hibble (1981) 

TEAM ATTEMPTS in Spring 1985 
Player, Bain, Benton T, Kay, Smith, Benton J 
Taylor D, Bain, Swallow, Martin, Kay, Smith 
Stamps, Bain, Taylor DRH, Kay, Dunseath, Bayliss 

9.06 
8.53 

8.55 
8.21 
8.19 

Although It is best kept for special occasions or for specific 
500 Race preparation, this type of training has great value - 
especially as a group activity : 

1 It depends on maximum speed with no recovery in the race 
(Typical of a 500 metres moving water race) 

2 It highlights the potential speed of the paddler and the boat 
(The problem is clearly the paddler) 

3 It gives a fresh insight into well-worn Time Trials 
(The impossible is brought Into question) 

4 It is good fun - and especially good for group spirit 
(If there are too many in the group it is interesting to stage 
a 500 metre qualifying race to select the "World Record Team") 

Some Tips : 

1 Make the Take-Over rules clear - Running Starts etc. 
2 Record the split times so everyone can see their conrlbution 
3 Don't allocate the same paddler to the same leg every time 
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YOUTH TRAINING SQUAD 
-------------------- Trip to the MONSCHAU Class •c• International 

(Near Aachen. West Geraany) 
----------- 27-28 Apri 1 

In ccnda t.a onc bc::it ,;uitw to training for the 'Arctic Canoe 

l<ace', the G.B. Youth Tr •• inir.;; :5quud produced 1111 encour!t.ti.ir~ se t of results 
in "-11 the classes they r-epr-es en't ed , r'or scme of the nim,.Leer..-strorig £TOUp 

it w..s their fir at taster of International. competition and for others, another 

chance to ne~'"Otiate the numerous mW1-ruade shoots, notorious 011 this relatively 

11arrow d=-fud river. 

Comp&!'utively hi.;h er.tries in all ovenvs , from the 'Junioren', 

our 16 • 18 a,;e j?'roup, down to tl111 'Schuler' c Laas , the w,der 1.( and under 12 
"e;" l'roups, reflect an obv.i o us.Ly "ell-structur;,d syste111 cor robor at ed b,Y 

tr,.di tion!i.lly impeccabl.: G.:,z-.uwi ore:w-.izatlcn. 'I'he re su l t ahee is for this race 

in fact, came out b"fcrd t.Ja, Las t n an firii>lta,d!! 

Since it Wli3 d"cided to put Neil Stwnps in the You1h class, 

this led the way clear for J.J·. Burr.y to tuk" tr.a !;;enii.or title unopposed! 

JJt1spi tu this, N"il took tkl<, und e r Lo .:v,.mt wi tii a couif'or t eb.Le murpn with 

Andrew 'l'omlinson in tldrd p.l acc , Willi even a greater m,.rgin, Matthew Febrcy 

paddled to 1U1 W1clcr 14 victory. A ~ore tii;t,tly-grouped W1der 16 puck producud 
& third 1,l1>ce for l'ctcr Ke Ll y , & rc,ct,nt deve Lop.uerrt fro.n tiu, Gat<ashe..d camp. 

Even in view c,f criticism r<.:1,=dir,i' lack of' Wbttir tiu.& for 

prucvr ce , tlw weekt:nd served "'' vb.lu11\Jle •.. xper i ence for the Youth ~'rainin~ 

~quad and &.n Lns i gn t, into some of the Europear, opposition against wbo some of 

the Squad will be pudcllirJi.:- lat<.r j n ihd your on their r<a11pucti v" ~·eam trips. 
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Con~atulations to the following paddlers llho have been selected 

as members of the Great Britain Youth ',Vild Water Racing Team. 

A Team Evi,'.I.Jl & Spittal (2nd - 14th .fuly) 

Kl ul8 Men 

Kl ul6 Men 

N. Stamps Birmin&ham Univ. c.c. 
A. Tordoff Accrington Canoeists 

A. Tomlinson 

A. Curtis Herts C.C. 

c. Febrey 

P. Kelly Gateshead C.C. 

D. Armstrong 

M, Febrey Herts c.c. 
N, Gatland 

B Team 

Kl ul8 Men 

Kl ul6 Men 

Sort (10th - 23rd July) 

A, Armstrong Gateshead C.C. 

N. Slater Ace 

S, Dark Bath C.C. 

A, Trickett 

s. Lord Ace 

D. Clark Islington Boat Club 

r. Tordoff Ace 

J, Benton P.H.G.S, 

P. Player Leeds C,C. 
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• Continuing an Important new 
series by Oliver Cock, B.C.U. 
National Coach. 

The Competitor 
and his Training 
l(a) The Athlete. In canoeing it does not 
appear to matter too much what shape the 
top athlete is, other than he should not be 
fat. Long arms probably have an advantage 
over short ones. Little people and big ones 

-~ ~1}7 
~~~!;I - - .. 

.•. ,\\j,1,~,.,;,1\.,,•,;J.,ilt,.,~1.11, -1hy,\~l 
Long arms probably have an advantage 

over short ones. 
seem as capable as each other. Athletes in 
long duration events need better respiration 
and slower pulse rates than short duration 
athletes. The mental make-ups of the top 
athletes have certain common character­ 
istics: they are all cussed, dedicated and. 
usually somewhat bad tempered. The top 
athlete will go to almost any measure 
within the rules to win. Sadly, sometimes 
he will break the rules. Gamesmanship is 
certainly employed. In fact it is to be 
encouraged as part of the generation of 
the battle instincts, so long as it does not 
go outside the rules. 
(b) The Coach. The coach must know 
about all these correct instincts, and must 
be able to encourage them to the detriment 
of the incorrect ones such as affection and 
kindliness. He must know his athlete much 
better than the athlete knows himself, so 
that he can get the athlete to improve his 
performance in the best possible way-for 
himsclf--without the athlete's in any way 
losing, faith in the coach. If the athlete 
has no faith in the coach, the coach might 
as well go home before they start, for he 
will never get the best out of his athlete. 
We are all of us verr different from each 
other (but I have said that before). This 
means that each and every athlete must be 
treated differently from all the others, and 
this means that the coach has got to be 
something of a psychologist. He need not 
be very learned at it, but he has certainly 
got to be good at it. Most extrovert people 
are. They have learnt that this is how they 
can get their own way! 
l. We have already seen that there are 
different types of competition. Most athletes 

are physically suited more to one type than 
another. A few are capable of being 
brilliant at more than one, but they are 
rare. Therefore we will go with the 
majority, and see how we can produce our 
best in each type. 
The differences in training arise from the 

differences in the competition. They hang 
on the duration, the maximum effort 
required and its duration, the interest 
sustainable, and the value of the training 
method in the overall programme. There 
is, however. one fact which can not be 
escaped. This was most succinctly put by 
Jim Peters, the great marathon runner, in 
his book "Modem Middle and Long 
Distance Running": "The finest of all 
training for running-is running". No 
matter what sport you take up, you cannot 
and will not achieve your maximum per­ 
formance unless you perform in that sport, 
putting all the time you possibly can into 
performing, whether it be in competition 
or in training. Everything else that rou do 
is and must be ancillary to it. Al of it 
may be necessary, to increase your strength 
or to relieve your boredom or what you 
will; but it is still ancillary. "H you want 
to run, run". And I shall say that again. 
3. Methods of training are perhaps the 
easiest to grasp, because at last we have 
something which is tangible. But this mere 
tangibility very often leads people up the 
garden. They try to make more out of a 
method than ever was intended by its 
creator. Sometimes they succeed, but most 
times they fail; and when they do this they 
very often also bring into disrepute what 
was in .fact a very sound method-until 
they started tampering with it. Fashions are 
dreadfully dangerous. 
If ever you hear that a method is 

"fashionable" treat it with caution. There is 
fairly sure to be some good in it, but 
there is equally sure to be some bad. It is 
essential to sift these two out, to discard 
the latter, to keep the former and if pos­ 
sible to improve upon it from your own 
point of view, as well as from the parti­ 
cular point of view of the typ.) of com­ 
petition which you are entering. 
Now, at last, we must split this paper 

into the types of competition under dis­ 
cussion. To start with, because it is the 
more clear cut, let us deal with the closed 
skill, sprint. 
What is the purpose in sprint? To get 

the canoe down the length of the course, 
over calm water, in a straight line. in the 
minimum possible time. 
What attributes are required to attain 

that purpose? Strength, stamina, concentra­ 
tion, style. 

How do we acquire these attributes? There 
are a number of training methods to 
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assist you. How can we adapt them to our 
purpose? At first we will disregard actually 
training in the canoe, not because we can 
afford to disregard it ,but because we have 
got to concentrate on it more than any­ 
thing else. The others are ancillary. All they 
have to do is to fit into the pattern. 
Fit? Oh, yes, we must be fit. But fit for 

what? It matters a Jot. So it is fit for sprint 
at the moment. What methods have we 
available. 

Outside the canoe we can use weights, 
circuit training and just plain exercising. I 
am not going to consider detailed exercises 
here yet, nor detailed work schedules. 
These are things which will differ from 
individual to individual. Therefore coach 
and athlete must work them out together, 
perhaps seeking the personal advice of an 
expert in the method being considered. 
(d) Particularly is this so in the case of 
weights. Properly used, weights can be a 
very great help. Improperly used, they can 
cause grave injury which might even be 
permanent. 
Weights can help in two ways. Light 

weights, and frequent and perhaps Jong 
repetitions of the same exercise can build 
up stamina. Heavy weights will build up 
muscle strength. However, one has to be 
wary because there is a trap. It is important 
to be strong, certainly, but it is equally 
important that the muscles are strong in the 
right way, that they are "rutted" or 
"groved" into doing the right thing. It is 
impossible to imitate any action exactly in 
an exercise other than by exercising in that 
action. "If you want to run, run." Remem­ 
ber? Therefore heavy weights will help you 
build up strength but they will not other­ 
wise help you to paddle. In fact over-use 
of them will groove the muscles into the 
wrong action and will actually make you 
worse. And these remarks also go for 
light weights, and everything else that 
follows. You can not exactly imitate pad­ 
dling with weights. Therefore weight train­ 
ing, of any sort, comes second to actual· 
paddling. 
(e) Circuit Training was originally 
thought out by R. E. Morgan and G. T. 
Adamson for the sole purpose of keeping 
people fit, and in this case "fit" means 
"healthy". Therefore circuits will keep you 
physically in good condition and that is 
all. If you are in bad physical condition, 
go in for circuits and your condition will 
improve. You will have a better wind; your 
circulation will be better; your digestion 
will be better; you will feel better. All of 
this is helpful to your becoming a better 
athlete; but a good athlete should not be 
able to improve his general fitness, so 
circuit training will only have a very 

limited use so far as he is concerned, to 
maintain his excellent physical fitness. 

But fitness for what? Circuits can be 
sloped towards individual forms of com­ 
petition, it is true; but they have only very 
limited use in this direction. People claim 
wonders, but it is very questionable 
whether these claims would sustain 
examination. Therefore, again, circuits must 
be regarded as secondary to actual canoe­ 
ing. Circuit training has its uses, certainly. 
For instance, in sprint canoeing, which is 
what we are considering at the moment, 
the legs do not get sufficient exercise. 
Therefore circuits can help to keep them 
in trim-or weights-or just plain exercise. 
(f) And I mean just that. A ten-mile walk, 
or a ten-mile run, or a climb up a moun­ 
tain will do just as well. If you want 

Properly used, weights can be a very 
great help. 

other worthwhile exercise, try cutting trees 
down and up. Both sawing with a large 
hand-saw and using a woodman's axe are 
excellent. Digging is to be recommended 
for the back. Bicycling (low handlebars are 
better than high). There are plenty of 
excellent ways to keep in good general 
health, just as good as circuits and weights 
and things, and far less gimmicky. 

Has much changed? 
01 i ver Cock Is 
article reprinted 
from June 1969 
Canoeing in Britain 
With Thanks 
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6B Wild Water World Chaapionships Selection 

Loisach, 6arafsch Partentirchen : 27 & 28 April 

Approximately 40 paddlers travel led to Garmisch in Bavaria to 
compete for GB places in the World Championships to be held on 
the same river on 8-9 June. Selection for up to 4 boats in each 
class was to be based on two races on consecutive days. The 
places would go to race winners plus the best average time plus a 
fourth at the committee's discretion - on a river such as the 
Loisach such eventualities cannot be forgotten! 

During the week before the two races the river level dwindled 
from a low 105 to a minimal 95 on the Pegelstand (guage). To put 
this in perspective, we were reminded that the Pre-Worlds ran at 
125 and that no 1984 British visitor had seen the river at less 
than 115! The problems exceeded those of a low Wharfe or Tees 
race in that there are at least two unavoidable gaps on the 
Loisach through which a C2 might not pass without remodel ling at 
these low levels. 

The C2s withdrew to the bottom section of the river whilst the 
Kayaks and Cls learnt.to navigate what might be described as a 
human pinball machine. The boats ricocheted from one obstacle to 
the next and the names became more and more personalised ••• the 
Hole in the Wal 1, Henry's Rock, Eyetie Drop, Footrest Rock, 
Little Dom, the Reef, the Stick, the Pleasure Dom, Snapper and 
many more. 

Duns eat h impressed i n pr act i c e, w hi l st Camp be l l and S w al l ow 
looked better by the day.Meanwhile DRH began to capture his 1984 
Loisach form and late arrival did not seem to deter a determined 
Mike Smith. Jerome Truran, fresh from South Africa, looked 
more uncertain than most. Clearly some paddlers on the edge of 
the honours, namely Humpage, Harling and Ruse, had benefitted 
from extra days on the river. As the level dropped the Canadian 
classes toyed with alternative boats - the Mustang Cl coming into 
its own for Williams and Horrod, whilst Kay/Pearton settled for 
the traditional Gaybo Mark 3. 

By Friday it had been decided that the races would be moved to 
the lower 2/3rds of the course if the l~vel dropped below 95 for 
Kl/Cl and below 100 for C2. 7am Saturday greeted the competitors 
with a bare 95, upon which the second race was up a fraction, so 
only the C2s had to run the reduced course. 

The Ladies event went according to the form book on both days 
with 4th place over 60 seconds clear of 5th. Second place Corinne 
Helm pressed Fiona Mitchell very close on both days. Equally 
commendable was Ru s e y t s first race in which the big man led on 
the technical top section and was then only beaten from second by 
0.73 secs. 
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Ladies Kl ONE TWO Cl ONE TWO 

1 Mitchell 1st 1st 1 Wells 1st 1st 
2 Helm 2nd 2nd 2 Willi ams 2nd 2nd 
3 Berry 3rd 3rd 3 Ruse 3rd 3rd 
4 Harling 4th 4th 4 Pink 4th 5th 
--------------------------- ------------------------- * Grogan 5th 6th * Harrod 5th 4th 

In the first Men's race DRH Taylor put in a determined show 
despite the rising water level in his boat. Only 5 seconds 
separated him as third from Melvin Swallow and winner John 
Ounseath. Campbel 1, Smith and Humpage appeared as the only 
contenders for the other pl ace. The second race saw a comp! ete 
shuffle of the same 6 faces. Campbel I took a bri 11 iant 6 second 
victory from DRH, whilst Melvin held Smith off by 6 seconds. 
Despite being 25 up on 5th placed Humpage, the Smith performance 
could not make up for the previous day's error at the Snapper. 

. Mens Kl ONE TWO C2 ONE TWO 

1 Dunseath 1st 6th 1 Stagg/Harvey 1st 2nd 
2 Campbel I 4th 1st 2 Kay/Pearton 4th 1st 
3 Tay 1 or DRH 3rd 2nd 3 Cooper/Wilkins 2nd 3rd 
4 Swallow 2nd 3rd ------------------------------ 
--------------------------- * Goldsmith/Evans DNF 4th 
5 Smith 5th 4th * Terry/Cooper 3rd 5th 

The first C2 race produced the biggest shakeup. Out of five 
starters only three finished - with the two favorites taking an 
infamous Garmisch •garage• whilst placed comfortably 1st and 3rd. 
Stagg/Harvey were left to win, leaving Kay/Pearton and 
Goldsmith/Evans to fight for a face saving 1st place in Race 2. 
Kay/Pearton clinched selection with the win, leaving 
Goldsmith/Evans 4th but sti 11 in contention for a discretionary 
p 1 ace. 

When the Selectors came out of their meeting most people had 
predicted 15 out of 16 boats correctly. The complete exclusion 
of a fourth C2 was however totally unexpected and apparently 
without reason. The emotional temperature rose ••• by mid­ 
afternoon the three selected C2s were ready to decline selection 
••• but by 5pm they were paddling again, deciding that the 

apparent injustice would best be combatted through official 
channels rather than through grand gestures. Since then the 
matter has been reviewed at length by the Executive (Bala, 9 May) 
and the Selectors' decision confirmed. Hopefully the minutes will 
indicate the reasoning behind the decision. 

The full Team stayed on for 4 days training, the last two being 
memorable for a good level (120-130) and for the first of three 
French Selection Races in which we were allowed to compete (and 
to fal 1 short!) 

The most lasting impression however was of the arrival of the 
1985 French hardware for their selection races ••• you could not 
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be expected to believe the latest in Kl and C2 technology (See 
Wild Walter). From the Bretons came the Starfleet Kayak (paddled 
by Leroux and Messe), whilst those much respected C2 eccentrics 
from Annecy came up with the AWACS and a crash hat to match. To 
Gi 1 les Bernard and Jean Luc Rigaut the design and. lateral 
thinking award for 1985. But to whom the world champs? 

In the Italian, Swiss and French selections held at Garmisch 
during the same period, there is some indication of top MKl form 
from Benezit (FRA), Frossard (FRA), C Pfund (SUI) and Previde 
(ITA). In Cl Zok (FRA) is hotly persued by Bataille (FRA) and 
Masle (JUG), whilst the French C2s Ponchon/Durand and 
Bernard/Rigaut are of the highest quality. Morna Fraser (CAN) was 
the only top lady present. Can such as Campbel 1 pull through by 
June to join this elite? And how good is the German home-team? 

It was a memorable fortnight. I should personally stick with the 
decision to hold this selection at the Worlds venue despite the 
lack of water and abundance of weather - and the Italians, Swiss 
and French clearly felt the same. 

THE FOURTH C2 DEBATE 

Dave Ruse's Wild Walter Cartoon deals with the incredible French 
Kl and C2 designs, one of the two great talking points of the 
Selection trip. The other major topic was of course the river 
level, and, connected with that, the non-selection of a fourth 
C2 crew. 

As far as selection is based on results, the major points in the 
discussion revolve around Goldsmith/Evans failure to complete the 
first Selection Race (a minus point) and their performance 
relative to the fourth selected Lady and Cl in the second race 
and in the first half of the first race (a plus point). The 
table on this page outlines official split times that the 
selectors may have considered. On later pages we have printed 
Open Letters from Bob Evans and Mike Phi 11 p on the subject. 

Comparisons of 4th Selected Boats 

4th Selected 
Boat 

RACE 2 
S of 1st S of 3rd 

RACE 1 
S of 1st S of 3rd 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
C2 K/P C/W K/P * C/W 
Goldsmith/Evans 103.53 101.36 104.47 96.89 
Cl Wells Ruse Wells Ruse 
Nick Pink 106.66 102.45 105.27 104.16 
LU Mitchell Berry Mitchell Berry 
Harling 105.26 101.96 105.80 101. 78 

* See Race 1 for C2: Kay/Pearton did not finish Race 1 either, 
but they had the fastest time at the last (halfway) split 
recorded for Goldsmith/Evans 
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149 Fulwell Park Avenue, 
Twickenham, Middx. 

Dear Sir 

World Championships Selection 

I must first of all declare my int­ 
erest as one half of Goldsmith/ 
Evans C2 Crew, who recently took 
part in the selection races at Gar­ 
misch for a place in the National 
Team to compete at the World 
Championships 
I have been losing and winning 

races, gracefully I think, at the 
highest level of White Water Rac­ 
ing in Britain and Abroad for the 
last 1 O Years, so I hope no-one 
can accuse me of being a bad 
loser. However, I do feel I have 
the right to question the events 
that happened at Garmisch 
My partner and I have, what in 

other Countries would be con­ 
sidered a good record for racing 
and finishing under adverse con­ 
ditions. 
Until the selection races:- 
a) We had ne11er failed to finish 

a race 
b) We had the best British res­ 

ult at the PreWor1ds last 
year(9th). 
Plus 9th at Bourg St 
Maurice 

2nd at Monshali 
3rd at Silberschild 

c) We have never dropped 
below 2nd in any Div. 'A' 
race and are currently 2nd 
in the Ranking List 

d) We were part of the C2 team 
which achieved some of the 
best results ever in Europe 

e) We won the Div. 'A' only 3 
weeks prior to selection 

-------------- AN OPEN LETTER 
FROM 
BOB EVANS 

During the selection races (which 
were held on a river that did not 
conform to the B.C.U.'s rules on 
navigable passage) we. along with 
Kaye/Pearton (Bri1ain's No 1 crew) 
failed to finish due to lack of water 
(or to excess of rocks). In the sec­ 
ond race we were 4th, not a brilliant 
result, I'm the first to admit but 
using the M.S. points system 
which allows for the disparity in 
the two courses, our results were 
comfortably closer to the win­ 
ners than the 4th Ct or the 4th 
Lady. In other words although 
the selection policy does say that 
4th place is at the discretion of 
the selectors, we do meet the nec­ 
essary criteria and the benefit of 
the doubt would normally fall on 
the paddler's side. 
The reasons are not financial as 
the grant is supplied by the Sports 
Council and airline tickets had 
already been purchased and al­ 
though I'm obviously biased I 
don't think level of standards app­ 
lies either. Perhaps if all the sel· 
ectors voted against a 4th C2 I 
could believe that all was purity 
and light in our sport but when 
the Team Manager and the C2 
Class Coach (who is resigning 
over the matter) and the Cana­ 
dian Singles Coach are over· 
ruled by Kayak orientated people, 
with whom we have had very 
strong differences of opinion over 
Qn:dan pofcy a, many occ:aso,s. 
AM I WRONG TO ASK "WHY" 

Up to this point, no reason is forth· 
coming other than "it was a com­ 
mittee decision" 

I would like to finish with a 
Thank-you to Dave Kaye, Ross 
Pearton and Denis Cooper esp­ 
ecially but also to the other mem­ 
ber's of the C2 Team who stood 
up for us and lobbied from a view­ 
point of knowledge that no-one 
else in the country can better and 
a standpoint of honour that many 
could learn from. If I believed, for 
one moment, that there were not 
more people like them in our 
sport I would not compete in 
future seasons. 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO WHITE WATER NEWS 
---------------------------------- Refer to Editorial and Selection Report 

34a Lambrook Tee, 

London S,W,6 6TG. 

18/5/85 
Re: Wild Water Racing Selection. 

Dear Sir 

Before christmas I circulated members of the executive with a letter 
expressing mine and others concern at the site/timing of the selection 
races. The main point of which was the unreliability of weather conditions 
and hence water level at Garmisch in late April, Comments such as 'We've 
been there at that time of year before and it was OK' did not strike us as 
a particularly sensible approach to assesing the risks involved if the 
conditions were not 'normal', The worry being a selection event might not 
be held under conditions relevant to the world championships, or that the 
selected team's training could be seriously interfered with. I was told 
a contingency plan would be looked at. 

At the S.G,M. held in Febuary to discuss selection policy I again raised 
the subject of a contingency plan. The (I assume) official reply was given 
by one of the coaches, 'there are several other rivers in the area which 
could be used if required', 

Needless to say when we got to Garmisch in late April, the weather was 
very variable, and the river was very low. It was pretty silly paddling a 
Cl down the river, but was ludicrous for C2, even on the shortened course. 
The French and German C2 teams declined to paddle the river at our 
selection level, which was below the 95cm quoted as the minimum level for 
the worlds. 

What would be interesting to know is, what happened to the alternative 
rivers, or weren't conditions silly enough for them to be considered? 

I would not attempt to comment on the results of the kayak selection, 
but in the canadian classes the only significant result of this policy of 
selecting under 'world championship conditions' (sub 95 cm and snow!) was 
to wipe several hundreds of pounds off the value of paddlers equipmen~ 
and leave out of the team Britains number two C2. It would be interest 
to see in print the argument of anyone disputing this last point. 

Sponsored by 
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yours faithfully 

~~~ 
Michael Phillp 

NOMAD 
CANOES 

Unit 15, 

Deeside Industrial Park, 

Clwyd. 

Tel: 0244 811393. 

Near Chester 
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