
WILD WATER RACING "NEWS" 

Dave Kay 
Editorial Address : 

14 Lake. View FORBESS VALK Stockport SK12 7QD 

IHTRODUCTION 

Let it first be said that this is not the Wild Water Commitee's' attempt to 
equal Slalom's FEEDBACK magazine. 

"NEWS" (until we think of a better title!) is intended as a broadsheet for 
spreading BASIC INFORMATION about Wild Water Racing. The following principles 
are behind it : 

1. Minimum size= Low Cost. 

We are aiming at about 6 pages PLUS inclusions - That is six pages from the 
editor and article contributors PLUS whatever race organisers send along~ 

2. Organisers' Inclusions photocopied. 

INCLUSIONS may be upto one A4 page per race and may be used by organisers to 
convey full details about. their race (or series) such as access & egress and 
river information (levels / gradings etc). 

Whatever an organiser sends (upto one A4 page) upto a fortnight before 
publication (Pub= 1 November/ 1 January/ 1 March etc) will be photocopied 
AS IT IS with no editing. Basically, if your information is good, people will 
read it ! 

ALSO ORGANISERS should feel obliged to send us one copy of their results 
really quickly so we can offer a results and promotions and ranking service 
(including Div B ranking). 

3. Circulation 

FREE to all Clubs, Organisers and Officials on the WWR mailing list. Basically 
if you get Exec minutes at present, you' 11 get the NEWS ..•. please make it 
available to your public. We must get the NEWS to the potential participants. 

FREE at the races immediately after publication. For the coming season these 
should be 

Issue Published Free at 

ISSUE 1 September 1 Tryweryn B/C on Sept 4 
ISSUE 2 November 1 Foster's (Dee) .on Oct 30 

AND Washburn/Wharfe B/C on. Nov 5 
ISSUE 3 January 1 Dee 2 B on Jan 8 
ISSUE 4 March 1 Washburn/Wharfe B/C on Feb 25 

AND FINALLY FREE for as many issues as you send SAEs (1 Copy per SAE) to the 
Editor 
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INTR.ODOCTIOR Continued 

4. Cost Yes - it IS free !! 

As we are only talking about 6 mailings per year - some of which can be 
combined with ½he usual mailing of exec minutes - the cost to the sport will 
be minimal~ SO LONG AS the paper, envelopes and photocopying are paid for by 
a sponsor. 

We believe we· have a sponsor for the first year - after which point we wi 11 
assess the situation. Clearly any sponsor could have free advertising· in the 
News if required. 

5. Who dun it: 7 

At present it is designed to be LOW COST and SMALL SIZE and MINIMUM MANPOWER 
for people to know about the sport). 

BUT if you want to help, perhaps in the following areas, please let us know 

- Results and Rankings collation 
- Articles (Facts not Bull) 
- Opinions in the form of letters 

(Must not start Decir FAC ..•.. Signed The Hub Cap) 
- Production (especially if you .live in the Manchester/ Sheffield / 

Leeds areas) 
- Distribution (especially at Club and Race and Slalom levels) 

6. Proposed Articles 

As well as organiser's inclusions AND results (WHICH MUST BOTH BE A VITAL 
REASON FOR PUBLISHING IT AT ALL), we hope we will include 

River Guides to our Race Courses (How much does a novice know about the 
North Tyne Gorge for example?) 
- Previews of forthcoming "big" events such as Home Internationals and 
Selection Races 
- Details of open coaching and training weekends/ days, and also of 
regular training groups 
- Concise info about equipment and training (New boats on the market etc) 
- And whatever people want to contribute within the limits of the policy 
set out above 

7. And Finally And Most Important 

- This is a newsletter not a full scale mag 
- It is for all - It is not elitist (not geared at Jerry Hibble and DRH 
Taylor) 
- YOU must spread it about 

SO • • • • • . ON WITH "THE NEWS" •••••• 
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WILD WATER RACIBG NEWS 
ISSUE 1 1 September 1983 

This is not the official mouthp_iece of the WWR. Exec etc _ 

CALENDAR 1 Sept to 15 Nov 

Remember early entries (15 days in advance) can save you and the 
organiser a l~t of grief 

DATES VENUE DIVISION GR.ADE 

SEPTEMBER 

3/4 Sept 

- T Snook 

26/30 Sept 

- M Basher 

•... 
OCTOBER 

1/2 Oct 
- D Kay 

2 Oct 
- E Totty 

15-16 Occ 

- A Edge 

Tryweryn Short Course B/C 2-3 
Div B do Top Site and Bala Mill 
36 Bodwyn Park Cresford Wrexham 

Rapid River Racing By Invitation 2-4 
2 Races. on Tryweryn / 2 on the Dee 
Spectators more than welcomed 
DETAILS -with SAE from 
97 High Street Hampton Wick Surrey 

Aire Short Course 
14 Lake View Furness 

C/0/Team 
Vale 

Leven Test 1 0 
9 Undercliffe Road Kendall 

Yorkshire WWR/Slalom Champs 
Wharfe Extended Course 
25 Crawshaw Avenue Pudsey 

2 
Stockport 

2-3 
Cumbria 

(Nacives/Residencs) 
2-3 

Leeds 

22 Oct Wash-burn 1 B/0/Tec;m 2-3 
- C Smith 24 Vicarage Road Grenoside Sheffield 
23 Oct Washburn 2 C/0/Team 2-3 
- G Atkinson 4 Lumb Beck Close Burley West Yorks 

23 Oct Ironbridge 1 C/0/Team 1-2 
- T Manse 11 12 Milton Drive Madeley Telford 

23 Oct Leven Test 2 0 2-3 
- E Totty As above 
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DATES VENUE DIVISION GRADE 

OCTOBER Continued 

FOSTERS WEEKEND 
28-30 Oct 

- C Henson 
PLUS 
28-29 Oct 

- D Kay 

29 Oct 

- T Benton 
30 Oct 
- T Benton 

30 Oct 
- F Brown 

NOVEMBER 

5 Nov 
- w Fraser 
6 Nov 
- w Fraser 

6 Nov 
- D Sadler 

6 Nov 
- E Totty 

13/14 Nov 

- T Cannon 

13 Nov 
- D Walls 

Fosters' Int'l on Dee O/Team 3-4 
Includes· Home Int'l & Regional Events 
Further spaces open to Div A paddlers 
SEE ARTICLE 
35 Longford Turning Market Drayton Shropshire 

C2 Coaching Course 
Serpents Tail/Dee 
SEE ARTICLE 
14 Lake View Furness Vale 

Aire 2 : Upper Course' British Schools 1-2 
Schools Champs plus Under 14&16 
326 Bradford Road Otley West Yorks 
Aire 2 Upper Course C/0/Team 1-2 
As above 

Mersey . 
1 Linley Close 

C/O/Team/Ul4&16 1-2 
Standish Lower Ground Wigan 

NB NEXT NEWSLETTER ISSUE on November 1st 

Washburn 3 
27 Marshall Terrace 
Wharfe 1 
As ab-ave 

Royal Dee 
Burchart Centre 

Leven Test 3 
As above 

Dee 1 

Open to all 

B/O/Team 
Crossgates Leeds 

C/O/Ul4&16 

B/C/O/Team 2-3 
University Road Aberdeen 

0 

0/Team 
Open to Div A & B Paddlers 
30 Elmwood Sale Cheshire 

2-4 · 

Stockport 

Exe Descent Marathon Open WWR Classes 1-3 
3 Enfield Close Exeter 

NOTE THAT THE FULL WWR Year Book is available from 

2-3 

2-3 

2-3 

3-4 

Miss A Gillespie 33 Hamnett Court Birchwood Warrington 
Cost One Pound plus big SAE 
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MAJOR EVERTS 

The RAPID RIVER RACING SERIES 
Monday 26 - Friday 30. September 1983 

Even though these races have just been postponed until 
unspecified time in the New Year when water can be guaranteed, 
introduction to the Series may be of interest. 

an 
an 

"Rapid River Racing" is a new form of competition in WW boats 
involving races of around 2 minutes on the best UK rapids (based 
on the Dee Sprint principle) 

Participation in the first 
WW, Slalom and Sprint Men's 
) days. 

series is 
Kayakists 

by invitation to the best 
to take part in 4 races in 

With good cash incentives, television coverage, practice counting 
for qualification and rivalry between disciplines, it should be 
good spectator sport. 

Races on Tryweryn (Obstacle Course and Slalom Site) and Dee (Tail 
and Town). 

Organiser 

The FOSTERS' LAGER WEEKEND 
Friday 28 - Sunday 30 October 1983 

Colin Henson 35 Longford Turning Market Drayton 

Come and watch (or if you are Div A come and 
national and world paddlers, and enjoy a very 
social weekend - and make sure that the slalom 
dominate in numbers and enthusiasm as they did 

race against) 
full canoeing 
fraternity do 
last year. 

top 
and 
not 

The WW Race will involve 4 classes 
- International by invitation 

Home International by invitation 
Regional : Get in touch with your Regional organiser if 

you wish to compete - or contact Colin Henson if you don't 
know who is in charge for y o ur region 
- Open Any spare places go to Div A paddlers - contact 
Colin Henson 
- Any padd·lers with individual entries may enter the 
Saturday Team Event 

FRIDAY 28 October 
- River Open for WWR Practice 
- C2 Coaching Course on Serpents Tail 
- Slalom Practice on Town Falls 

Session One 
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Fosters' Weekend Continued 

SATURDAY 29 October 
River Open for WWR Practice ABOVE SLALOM COURSE 

- WWR Team.Event 
- C2 Coaching Course Session Two 
- Slalom Individual Runs on Town 

SUNDAY 30 October 
- WW Race Indiyidual Runs 
- Slalom Team Runs 
- Slalom.Grand Prix 

The Fosters C2 Coaching Weekend 
Coaching Fri-Sat // Racing Sat-Sun 

Program available from Dave Kay in October - but send an SAE now 

It is open to any crew with a boat who can handle the Dee 

Come for Saturday if Friday is difficult 

It will be free 

There will be two if not three coaching/paddling sessions with 
video playback and discussion opportunities at a suitable venue 

What's the attraction? 

This should be a unique opportunity to start the 83-84 season on 
a good footing 

- Hopefully the FRENCH C2 Merano Gold Medal Team will be at the 
Fosters and taking the leading part in the coaching 

Front Back 83 

Herve MADORE & Francis LIEUPART 1st 
Christian BICHAT & Philippe THIEL 2nd 
Gilles BERNARD & Jean-Luc RIGAUD 4th 

Video available 

·- Boats to look at and try 

Prijon Mark 1 and 3a 
Guillard Manta and Leader 
Gil Bala Mark 3 
Feuilette 
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Gold 
Gold 
Gold 

A show of force to the weekend's sponsors 

Also 

79 Team 1st 

81 3rd+ Teamlst 
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KKRAHO The 1983 World Championships 

It cannot be denied that Wild Water Racing came away from Merario 
with its tail between its legs 

- The Slalom Team achieved unprecedented results for which 
they should be greatly praised 
- The WWR Team achieved its worst set of results since 1973 
at Muotathal, the sole 
ladies' kayak team 
- The canoeing press, 
too, have been heavily 
wrote the whole effort 

exception being our Bronze medal 

and undoubtedly the canoeing public 
critical. At the worst Stuart Fisher 
off as "a complete waste of time" 

The following paragraphs do not offer excuses, but rather attempt 
to shed some light on the facts and to point the way forward for 
any aspiring Wild Water Racer. 

SOKK FACTS 

The Boats 

6 out of 8 Kayaks (Ladies included) were paddling boats 
unsuitable for this year's heavy water conditions (Over 5 miles 
of continuous 3-4+). The designs used still are among the best 
for UK river racing and designs more suitable for Merana were not 
available in Britain. The French suffered in exactly the same 
way. Bala World Champion Benezit was 16th, whilst their best was 
only 10th (Morin who went Bronze at Bala). This puts the men's 
performance into some perspective, and makes Sue Hornby's 11th 
look positively respectable. 

The Course 

The ladies can feel justifiably annoyed about their course 
changes - but that was the same for all ladies. Much more 
relevant was the type df water conditions at Merana compared with 
UK Wild Water experience. It is quite simply NOT THE SAME SPORT - 
and Merana is probably (along with Spindle!) the worst case to be 
faced by our paddlers. They all proved themselves highly capable 
of SURVIVAL but not ~f effective training and tactical racing 
under these conditions. 

Compare this disadvantage with the ''gift'' Slalom level which 
represented something like a l~w Grandtully ! 
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THE FUTURE 

It would be wrong to conclude that British racer~ can ne¥er do 
well outside the UK. Indeed, the 1985 Garmisch venue plays 
immediately back into our hands. The Loissach offers a low volume 
of water and a high level of technicality which should suit 
Hibble, Taylor, Wells, Plant and co - and hopefully some new 
faces who rise to the challenge. 

The critical factors will be threefold 

1. Get out there and learn what is perhaps the world's most 
technical race course, otherw~se the continentals will have 
another walkover. Luc Verger has commented that a hundred 
runs are required to learn the Loissach course. 

2. Aim at the high .\evel of totally physical 
won the day at Bala (Speed on the flat plus 
Vascular endurance). 

3. Get the right boat sorted out NOW. 

fitness that 
high Cardio- 

And remember ••• the GB. performance in 83 is NOT indicative of a 
lost cause. There is plenty of room for new blood as ~ell as for 
the resuregence of our top paddlers. If YOU want to be there in 
85, take it into your own hands. 

RAPID RIVER RACING From the archives ! 

The form of the event may be new, and the line up of world 
paddlers may be unprecedented but ..... the name certainly is not 
new! This cutting is from the March 1967 issue of Canoeing In 
Britain - and look at the names as well as the title! 

DEE RA.1"10 arvm RACES 
Ou 1. 
~ Hi1.ch1tll, Cbutitr 
2. C, Skeller-n, Vor-ce•ter 
). K. l..a.nrford, H;w.cbit•t•r 
C.2. 
i-:-aablo I: Rodnity Witter, 

Lud,/R'agbua Uni•. 
:?.. J,kacl..eod a: C.Hevkuvorth, 

}u.ncLir•t.er 
Te._ e.ent. 
1. M.a.ncheat.er 
2. Cbut.r 
J. 'W'or-ce•t.er 
Du IL 
l.D.)Utcbdl, Olut.er 
2. C, Slullero, \iorc•eUr 
J. It. Lancford, kancbuUr 
Du JJI. 
~it.chell, O.,eat..er 
2. C. Sullera., Yorc••t•r 
). I.,. Lancford, K&ncbea1.er­ 
Cana.dian Double•. 
l. R & M Povell, Vorcaatu· 
2. R.I. R Vitt.er, Lud•/B'baa U 
), Jlab-erda•h•r• S(.bool 
Canadian Singh. 
n. <iaya, l..A.D.C. 
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1 
85.::! 
88.3 
90.0 

975 

770 
778 
8}6 

4 JHc. 
89.0 
91.5 
91.9 

15 Jan. 
86.o 
88.2 
91.2 
Sf:Ca I 
990 

10O0 
1240 

1H7 
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